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Leena Koskinen Moffett, in the loss of her husband 

Stephanie Tower Paavola, in the loss of her father, John Tower III  
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December 24, 2008  No film.   
 
January 28 Musta jää (Black Ice), 2007, 99 minutes, K-15. 
Winner of Jussi awards for best film, direction and script (both for Petri Kotwica), leading actress 
(Outi Mäenpää), editing (Jukka Nykänen) and music (Eicca Toppinen of Apocalytica), this adult 
psychological thriller about a love triangle also delivers some delicious humor.       
 
February 25  Aavan meren tällä puolen (Kid), 2007, 83 minutes, K-11. 
This combination coming-of-age and road movie focuses on 12-year-old Kirsi (or �Kid�), who 
reluctantly leaves her home in Sweden for a summer trip to Karelia in the company of her mother, 
her mother�s friend and 13-year-old son.  Complications and revelations ensue.     
 
March 25  Jadesoturi (Jade Warrior), 2006, 101 minutes, K-11. 
An unusual blend of Finnish and Chinese mythology, shifting from modern-day Finland to ancient 
China, this film will not disappoint fans of such popular films as Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.  
Director/writer Antti-Jussi Annila makes an impressive debut. 
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April 22  Colorado Avenue, 2007, 120 minutes, K-11.  
Based on a novel by Lars Sund, this Swedish-language film by Finnish director Claes Olsson is the 
immigrant story of Hanna, who finds success in late 19th century America, only to return to a chilly 
reception and to all manner of interpersonal challenges in her home town.  
     
May 27  Törni. Sotilaan tarina. (Törni: A Soldier�s Story) 2007, 58 minutes, K-3. 
Two documentaries on one bill, the first and longer of which is about Lauri Törni, a heroic figure in 
the Winter and Continuation War, who also found his way into the German SS and later into the 
United States Army and the Vietnam War, in which he was killed.  Spellbinding.      
   
June 24  Tulennielijä (Fire Eater), 1998, 100 minutes, K-7. 
Finland�s brilliant documentary film maker, Pirjo Honkasalo, whose memorable Melancholian 3 
huonetta was shown in this series in 2006, detoured into feature film with this haunting story (by 
Pirkko Saisio) of two sisters struggling against the ghosts of their past.    
 
July 22 and August 27  No films. 
 
September 23  Tummien perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies), 2008, 105 minutes, K-13. 
This film is a major leap from director Dome Karukoski�s 2005 Tyttö sinä olet tähti (seen last year as 
part of this series).  Set in a remote juvenile detention facility (the �home� of the title), this film asks 
how long troubled youth should have to pay for their mistakes and those of others. 
   
October 28  Raja 1918. (The Border 1918), 2007, 110 minutes, K-15. 
In this serious attempt to deal with the complexity of the Finnish Civil War, a young officer is sent 
to eastern Finland to enforce the border with Russia after the war. Duty and decency collide.         
 
November 25  Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer), 1952, 75 minutes, S. 
This classic film, based on a Saami legend about a woman turned into a mystical and murderous 
white reindeer, won honors in Finland and internationally for Mirjami Kuosmanen�s performance, 
Einar Englund�s music, and Erik Blomberg�s script, direction and cinematography.        
 
December 23  Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve.  This bright and colorful holiday feature was the 
most-seen movie in Finland following its release.  Bring the entire family to this one.  
 
All films are at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   
 

~ Karoliina Kuisma & Gary London 
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