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Ca/endar

Upcoming Events

Dec Check with the NHM for their December activities. NHM
Dec 6 FINLAND'S 91" INDEPENDENCE DAY

Dec 6 6pm FFSC Independence Day Dinner & Dance (IDDD) SCC
Dec 13 5pm Finnish Choral Society's Christmas Concert & Dinner FLC

No December Film
KKNW 1150 AM - Check their schedule for Annual

Dec 24-25 Christmas Programs
Dec 25 JOULUPAIVA - CHRISTMAS DAY
Dec 26 STSTEPHEN'S DAY - TAPANINPAIVA, TOINEN AN
JOULUPAIVA, BOXING DAY % T
v ‘-> ?\
2009 NS -
Jan 1 2008 UUDENVUODEN PAIVA - NEW YEAR'S DAY
Jan 8 FFSC Finnish Language Classes - Winter Trimester FLC
begins
Jan 15 February-March Newsletter Deadline
Jan 28 7:30 pm Film from Finland, Musta jdda (Black Ice)
Feb 1 Deadline for FFN Grants & Scholarships
Feb 18 Professor of Ethnology Laura Stark (University of Venue - TBD
Jyvaskyla) will give a public lecture at the UW
Seattle Campus on "Alternative conceptions of body
and gender in 19th-century Finnish magic
narratives.” Contact kuisma@u.washington.edu
Feb Various dates - concerts and workshops - Pekka Various Locations
Pentikainen and Perttu Paapanen
Mar 1 2 pm 33rd Annual Kalevala Day Festival NHM
May 17-24 FinnFest 2009 -- Cruise to Alaska
www. finnfest2009.com 800-848-7120
FinnFest USA 2009 will FinnFest US A

actually leave on a cruise
ship from Seattle to
Alaska the week of May
17 to May 24.

For information on costs and accommodations, www.finnfest2009.com. The
official organizing Cruise Masters agency can be reached at 800-848-7120.

CRUISE NORTH TO ALASKA!

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that
have been reported to us. And if not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available
elsewhere in this newsletter. And remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change.

FLC = Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864)
NHM = Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle

SCC = Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter

The term for board members runs from July 1 to
June 30.

President, Rita Vermala-Koski
Phone: 206-363-0225
Email: koskeni@aol.com

Vice President, Satu Mikkola
Email: SatuM@aol.com

Treasurer, Mikko Mannisto
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com

Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma
Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com

Membership Secretary, Esko Mannisto
Email: Rally2007@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor, Paula Linnala Price
Phone: 425-868-1822
Email: paula.price@finns.org

Members-at-Large *
Babak Amir Parviz (2nd year of term)
Steve Crary (1st year of term)
Tapio Holma (2nd year of term)
Cathy Perry (2nd year of term)
JoAnne Rudo (1st year of new term)
Sirkku Vasama (1st year of new term)
Matt Wirkkala (1st year of new term)

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,
staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1.

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or
changes of address to

FFSC, PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052.
or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.

The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov).
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most formats
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates,
see inside back cover.
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Pesident's %esmge

Preparations are well on the way for
the celebration of Finland’s 91st
year of independence on December
6 at the Swedish Cultural Center.
We will, simultaneously, celebrate
our chapter’s 40th anniversary. For
this year’s double celebration we
are fortunate to have the Finlandia
Foundation 2008 Performers of the
Year, Brent Buswell and Bert
Stromholm, be a part of our
entertainment during the program
and also provide our dance music
for the evening. Hope to see you all

Where did the year

gO? It seems as if only yesterday
| was packing away Christmas
decorations and now I’m trying to
locate them again for our
traditional outdoor displays and
indoor cheer.

We’ve had a busy year at
FFSC participating in activities
within the greater Puget Sound
Finnish-American community. Our
own programs: the language
classes and Films from Finland

there.
series have been well attended. Membership ) ere
numbers have taken a slight upturn and that is a In closing, a heartfelt thanks to the
good sign that the chapter is doing well. Our dedicated members of the FFSC board. You share

booth at the annual Finnish Bazaar was visited by your time and talents with the true spirit of
many and the sales were brisk. Let me take this  Volunteerism for the good of the organization

opportunity to thank you all for your support. and our community.
Our newsletter is top notch and | am happy to be To all of our Finlandia Foundation Seattle
able to advise you that we have found a new Chapter members, families and friends, the

editor for it, starting in 2009. Taking over from
Paula Linnala Price, our dedicated and talented
editor of the past 10 years, will be Taina Hyvia Pyhia! Trevlig Helg! Happy Holidays!
Lindstrom-Redfern. Taina lives in Greenwood SC

but in this age of electronic technology there

will be a seamless transition. This age of Rita Vermala-Koski
cyberspace communication is pure magic! President, FFSC

board and | wish each and every one:

(@] a4l @l President Tarja Halonen of Finland has awarded the Order of Lion of First Class to
Mr. Tapio Holma, a board member of FFSC and the president of Bellingham Sister
Cities Association. Tapio has acted on behalf of many Finnish cultural exchanges be-
.V EYsile ) tween the United States and Finland within the past 20 years and has organized a
P
Holma sister city agreement between Vaasa of Finland and the City of Bellingham of the
Washington State.

Lion for

7 n Memorz’am

Benjamin Moffett

&

Condolences to

Leena Koskinen Moffett, in the loss of her husband

Stephanie Tower Paavola, in the loss of her father, John Tower III
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Farewell

This will be my last issue. My sojourn as Editor of the FFSC Newsletter has been immensely
satisfying and rewarding and a privilege, but it has come to an end and it is time to move on. I feel a
twinge of sadness with letting go of “my newsletter” --- but it was not really “mine.” I am only the
last in a long line of stewards --- Sylvia Summerland, Silja Hassinen, Viola Ala, Jan M. Griffith, and
Shirley Mikeld. And as Shirley passed the torch to me, I am passing it on to Taina.

Please welcome Taina Lindstrém-Redfern with the next issue of the newsletter, and contact her
at ffsceditor@ymail.com.

And I am only a phone call or e-mail away.

Paula

2008 Nobel Peace Prize for stubborn Finn

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided
to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2008 to
Martti Ahtisaari for his important efforts, on
several continents and over more than three
decades, to resolve international conflicts.
These efforts have contributed to a more
peaceful world and to "fraternity between
nations” in Alfred Nobel's spirit.

Throughout all his adult life, whether as a
senior Finnish public servant and President or in
an international capacity, often connected to
the United Nations, Ahtisaari has worked for
peace and reconciliation. For the past twenty
years, he has figured prominently in endeavours |
to resolve several serious and long-lasting

conflicts. In 1989-90 he played a significant part Photo taken in 1998 of Rita Vermala-Koski as she

?n the establishment of Namjbia's infjependence; receives a handshake from President Martti Ahtisaari at
in 2005 he and his organization Crisis the Presidential Palace- Helsinki, Finland.

Management Initiative (CMI) were central to the

solution of the complicated Aceh question in . .
Indonesia. In 1999 and again in 2005-07, he the Norwegian Nobel Committee has on several

occasions awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to
mediators in international politics. Today
Ahtisaari is an outstanding international
mediator. Through his untiring efforts and good
results, he has shown what role mediation of
various kinds can play in the resolution of
international conflicts. The Norwegian Nobel
Committee wishes to express the hope that
others may be inspired by his efforts and his

Although the parties themselves have the achievements.
main responsibility for avoiding war and conflict,

sought under especially difficult circumstances
to find a solution to the conflict in Kosovo. In
2008, through the CMI and in cooperation with
other institutions, Ahtisaari has tried to help find
a peaceful conclusion to the problems in Iraq. He
has also made constructive contributions to the
resolution of conflicts in Northern Ireland, in
Central Asia, and on the Horn of Africa.

Oslo, 10 October 2008

FFSC Newsletter December 2008 / January 2009
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Local Writer [Reads from Lapland Book

A small but appreciative
audience gathered at the
Finnish Lutheran Church on
October 24 to hear Bainbridge
Island writer Barbara Sjoholm
read from and discuss her 2007
book, The Palace of the Snow
Queen: Winter Travels in
Lapland.

Sjoholm began her
presentation by talking about
her long-time fascination with
Lapland and her decision to
experience it during the winter
season in the aftermath of a
broken relationship. A
Norwegian translator and
frequent visitor to Nordic
countries, she had not
previously explored the area
above the Arctic Circle. Both
alone and in the company of a
friend, she traveled through the
northerly reaches of Sweden,
Norway and Finland for a period
of three months.

For those whose interests
run toward Finland, there is
more than enough in Sjoholm’s

Al
H

book to satisfy. She read a
segment detailing her trip to
Santa Village and Santa Park
outside Rovaniemi. Particularly
poignant is her description of
letters of “misfortune and
displacement” to Santa received
from the children - and
sometimes adults -- of the
world.

Sjoholm also writes of
sitting in Inari at the outdoor
Indigenous People’s Film
Festival, trying in vain to keep
warm in -31° weather by
drinking hot lingonberry juice.
In Inari, the writer also becomes
acquainted with the institutions
of this center of Sami life and
culture - the Parliament, the
Radio, the Training Institute,
and the Museum. Her growing
awareness and understanding of
the Sami leads her to an
appreciation of their efforts to
preserve “Europe’s Last
Untouched Wilderness.”

Barbara Sjoholm is the
author of a number of books,

including Blue Windows,
Incognito Street, and The Pirate
Queen. She is also the editor of
an anthology, Steady as She
Goes: Women'’s Adventures at
Sea. Her essays and travel
narratives have appeared in the
American Scholar, the New York
Times, Smithsonian Magazine,
Slate and Antioch Review. Her
translations from Norwegian
include the award-winning Cora
Sandel: Selected Short Stories.
Under the name, Barbara
Wilson, she has been a
successful mystery writer. One
of her mysteries, Gaudi
Afternoon, became a film with
Judy Davis.

The Palace of the Show
Queen is published by
Shoemaker and Hoard and is
available in bookstores and on-
line. Readers might want to
consider this book for gift-giving
as well as for their own

enjoyment.

~ By Gary London

Terhi Miikki-Broersma, FFN POY 2009

The Board of Trustees of Finlandia Foundation National (FFN)
selected Ms. Terhi Miikki-Broersma from Lynden, WA, as the Finlandia
Foundation National Performer of the Year (POY) for 2009 at their
f November meeting. Her one-year term starts on January 1, 2009.

The new Finlandia Foundation National POY is a multi-talented

B musician who earned a Master’s Degree in Music at the Sibelius Academy
in Helsinki and worked full-time as a cantor-organist before moving to
the United States.

Ms. Miikki-Boersma is an exceptionally talented and versatile
performer. As a soloist, she performs on organ, piano, bassoon and

(Continued on page 8)
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December 24, 2008 No film.

January 28 Musta j

(Black Ice), 2007, 99 minutes, K-15.

2009

Winner of Jussi awards for best film, direction and script (both for Petri Kotwica), leading actress
(OutiM enp ), editing (Jukka Nyk nen) and music (Eicca Toppinen of Apocalytica), this adult
psychological thriller about a love triangle also delivers some delicious humor.

February 25 Aavan merent Il puolen (Kid), 2007, 83 minutes, K-11.

This combination coming-of-age and road movie focuses on 12-year-old Kirsi (or Kid ), who
reluctantly leaves her home in Sweden for a summer trip to Karelia in the company of her mother,
her mother s friend and 13-year-old son. Complications and revelations ensue.

March 25 Jadesoturi (Jade Warrior), 2006, 101 minutes, K-11.
An unusual blend of Finnish and Chinese mythology, shifting from modern-day Finland to ancient
China, this film will not disappoint fans of such popular films as Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

Director/writer Antti-Jussi Annila makes an impressive debut.

(Continued on page 8)

2009 Film Series Begins with Award-Winner

The “Films from Finland”
series -- sponsored by FFSC --
opens its fourth year on January
28 with the award-winning

Musta jdd (Black Ice).
% This 2007 film won
-8 Jussi honors for best
film, direction,
script and editing,
as well as for
\ leading actress.
The point of
departure of
Musta jdd is a familiar one: a
woman (Outi Maenpaa) in an
apparently happy marriage
discovers that her teacher-
husband (Martti Suosalo) is
having an affair with one of his
younger students (Ria Kataja).
Director-screenwriter Petri

Kotwica introduces his own
twist as the woman decides to
learn more about her
“competition” by masking her
identity and befriending her.
The triangular relationship
becomes increasing intense and
dangerous, with results that are
both predictable and surprising.

Compared to the
psychological thrillers of Alfred
Hitchcock, Musta jdd is one of
the most critically acclaimed
Finnish films in recent years. At
the same time, it is a film for
mature audiences only. Its
rating is K -15 (comparable to R
in the United States) for subject
matter, sexual content, nudity,
and language.

As with other films in the

series, Musta jdd will be shown
at the Swedish Cultural Center
beginning at 7:30 p.m. It isin
Finnish with English sub-titles
and is 99 minutes in length. A
$5.00 donation is requested at
the door.

Because the fourth
Wednesday of December this
year falls on Christmas Eve,
there is no December film for
2008. In 2009, however, the
highly popular Joulutarina
(Christmas Story) will be shown
on December 23.

For an entire list of “Films
from Finland” for 2009, see the
accompanying schedule.

~ By Gary London

FFSC Newsletter
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(Continued from page 7)

April 22 Colorado Avenue, 2007, 120 minutes, K-11.

Based on a novel by Lars Sund, this Swedish-language film by Finnish director Claes Olsson is the
immigrant story of Hanna, who finds success in late 19th century America, only to return to a chilly
reception and to all manner of interpersonal challenges in her home town.

May 27 T rni. Sotilaan tarina. (T rni: A Soldier s Story) 2007, 58 minutes, K-3.

Two documentaries on one bill, the first and longer of which is about Lauri T rni, a heroic figure in
the Winter and Continuation War, who also found his way into the German SS and later into the
United States Army and the Vietnam War, in which he was killed. Spellbinding.

June 24 Tulennielij (Fire Eater), 1998, 100 minutes, K-7.

Finland s brilliant documentary film maker, Pirjo Honkasalo, whose memorable Melancholian 3
huonetta was shown in this series in 2006, detoured into feature film with this haunting story (by
Pirkko Saisio) of two sisters struggling against the ghosts of their past.

July 22 and August 27 No films.

September 23 Tummien perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies), 2008, 105 minutes, K-13.

This film is a major leap from director Dome Karukoski s 2005 Tytt sin olet t hti (seen last year as
part of this series). Set in a remote juvenile detention facility (the home of the title), this film asks
how long troubled youth should have to pay for their mistakes and those of others.

October 28 Raja 1918. (The Border 1918), 2007, 110 minutes, K-15.
In this serious attempt to deal with the complexity of the Finnish Civil War, a young officer is sent
to eastern Finland to enforce the border with Russia after the war. Duty and decency collide.

November 25 Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer), 1952, 75 minutes, S.

This classic film, based on a Saami legend about a woman turned into a mystical and murderous
white reindeer, won honors in Finland and internationally for Mirjami Kuosmanen s performance,
Einar Englund s music, and Erik Blomberg s script, direction and cinematography.

December 23 Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S.
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve. This bright and colorful holiday feature was the

most-seen movie in Finland following its release. Bring the entire family to this one.

All films are at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.

~ Karoliina Kuisma & Gary London

(Continued from page 6) Terhi is also an accomplished and enthusiastic

organizer of numerous music events and concerts
accordion. Chamber music has always been close  both in Finland and in the United States. When it
to her heart, either accompanying on piano, is time for lively Finnish music, she entertains her
organ or cembalo or playing bassoon, her favorite audience with singing and playing the accordion.
instrument. She has been a member of Wind
Ensemble in Finland and is at present a member
of Whatcom Symphony Orchestra, Bellingham,
WA.

With a repertoire ranging from classical
through contemporary to sing-a-longs, Terhi
offers a variety of choices for event organizers.

December 2008 / January 2009 FFSC Newsletter
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