
 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

at 
Crown Hill Activity  

Center 
9250 14th NW,  
Seattle WA 98117 

SATURDAY,   
AUGUST 22 

FROM  
NOON TO 6 PM 

Information available at 
ralport@hotmail.com 
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Fun for All Ages!Fun for All Ages!Fun for All Ages!Fun for All Ages!    
Admission is free (donations are welcome) 

    

Music  Performances 

Instrumental/Vocal 

Choir 

Sing-a-long 

 

Dancing 

Folk Dancers 

Dancing for all 

 

Games 

Mölkky 

Wife Carrying Competition 

Cell Phone Toss 

 

Children’s Playground and  Activities 
 

The Viking Ship “Nordic Spirit”  

will be on display 
 

Pullaa, Kahvia and Other Refreshments 

Food and Beverages available for purchase 
 

Organized by: 
Evergreen Kantele Ensemble, Finnish-American Chamber of 

Commerce,  Finnish American Folk Festival-Naselle, Finnish 

American Heritage Committee, Finnish Choral Society,  Finnish 

Lutheran Church, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Katrilli 

Finnish Folk Dancers,Nordic Heritage Museum, Suomi-Finland 

Room/NHM, Suomi Koulu, Swedish-Finn Historical Society,  

Tanhuajat  Finnish Folk Dancers,  UFKBS Lodge 11, University 

of Washington-Finnish Studies Program 
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Calendar 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864) 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle    

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that 
have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere 
in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 

August/September 2009 FFSC Newsletter 

Aug. 4 10-11am Nordic Kids Stories: Finland (Ricky, Rocky 
and Ringo's Colorful Day by Mauri Kunnas) 

 NHM 

Aug. 17-21 9am-Noon Lilla Spelmanslag Scandinavian Music Camp/ 
To register, contact Alison Church at (206) 
789-5707, ext. 19 or 
alisonc@nordicmuseum.org 

 NHM 

Aug. 22 Noon Finland Summer Festival Contact: 
ralport@hotmail.com 

 Crown Hill 
Activity 
Center 

Aug. 23 10:00am Swedish Sunday at FLC (See further 
information, pg. 22) 

 FLC 

Sept. 7  Labor Day (USA)   

Sept. 12  FFN Performer of the Year Nominations 
Deadline 

  

Sept. 15  FFSC Newsletter Deadline to: 
ffsceditor@ymail.com 

  

Sept. 17  FFSC Finnish Language Classes-Fall 
Trimester begins. See page 21 

 FLC 

Sept. 23 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Tummien 
perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies) 

 SCC 

Sept. 27 10:00am  Kantelemass at the Finnish Lutheran Church  FLC 

Oct 9-11  Scandinavian Heritage Festival (more info. 
to follow) 

 Puyallup 

Oct. 28 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Raja 1918. (The 
Border 1918) 

 SCC 

Nov. 7 10:00am-
3:00pm 

31st Annual Seattle Finnish Community 
Bazaar 

 NHM 

Nov. 8 10:00am Swedish Sunday at FLC (See further 
information, pg. 22) 

 FLC 

Nov. 22 11:00am 90th Anniv. Celebration of the Foundation of 
the Congregation-Finnish Lutheran Church
(See further information, pg. 22) 

 FLC 

Nov. 25 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Valkoinen peura 
(The White Reindeer) 

 SCC 

Dec. 23 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Joulutarina 
(Christmas Story) 

 SCC 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
 

The term for board members runs from July 1 to 
June 30. 
 

President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 

Email: koskeni@aol.com 
 

Vice President, Satu Mikkola  

Email: SatuM@aol.com 
 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary, John Burbank  

Email: john@johnburbank.org 
 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 
 

Members-at-Large * 

Steve Crary (2nd year of term) 

Marja Hall (2nd year of term) 

Tapio Holma 

Ron Karjala  (1st year of term) 

Cathy Perry  

JoAnne Rudo (2nd year of term) 

Jenni Salmi (2nd year of term) 

Mia Spangenberg  

Sirkku Vasama (2nd year of term) 

Sirkku Vilpas (1st year of term) 

Matt Wirkkala (2nd year of term) 
 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
 

Gary London (Immediate Past President) 
 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 

The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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A time to celebrate 

all the 2009 

graduates! 
Let me congratulate all of you 

who have graduated from 

high schools and universities 

this year. I had the pleasure 

of attending granddaughter 

Katherine Anne Redfern’s 

graduation in Greenwood, 

SC, last month, and in 

doing so I was again 

reminded of the pride and 

joy that such events produce; the 

excitement of the actual graduation exercise 

and then the family gathering with lots of 

laughter and talk of the graduate’s future 

plans. 

This time of the year also finds many FFSC 

members on their annual Finland vacations 

and attending folk festivals. I understand 

that the weather has been pretty 

spectacular. I have encouraged those 

traveling to Finland to take 

lots of photos, so hopefully 

the next issue of the FFSC 

Newsletter will have plenty of 

their pictures. I have also 

asked the same traveling 

friends to bring back plenty of 

ruisleipää. Let’s see if they 

remember. 

Please mark you calendars 

and plan to attend the 

Finland Summer Festival on 

August 22nd. It is co-

sponsored by all of the many 

Finn-Am organizations in our area and 

promises to be a lot of fun for all ages.  

In closing I bid farewell to FFSC charter 

member, Kenneth Gorshkow. He held 

Finland close to his heart and will be missed. 

A floral tribute was presented at his 

memorial from the board and members of 

FFSC. 

  Hyvää kesän jatkoa. 

  Rita Vermala-Koski 

Celebrating the graduation of Katherine Anne Redfern  
of Greenwood SC (l-r) are proud mother  

Taina Lindstrom-Redfern, FFSC Newsletter Editor  
and equally proud Mummi, Rita Vermala-Koski,  

FFSC president. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
 

Finland Summer Festival 2009 
 

This festival is dedicated to celebrating summer fun the Finnish way: 

music, dancing, games, children’s activities and food. 

Held on Saturday, August 22, 2009 from noon to 6PM  

at the Crown Hill Activity Center located at  

9250-14th Avenue NW in Seattle 

If you can volunteer your time for an hour or two to help with set-up,  

take-down, assist with games, security or a bit of traffic control;  

we have a job for you! 
 

Please contact Rita at ralport@hotmail.com or call (206) 363-0225 for 

additional information and to sign up. 
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SOIVA CAMP’S UNIQUE APPROACH ENRICHES THE LIVES OF YOUNG MUSICIANS 

Soiva music camp is held in Bemidji Minnesota.  At the Soiva camp in 
Salolampi I enjoyed a wonderful experience there for the second time.  
The new counselors are always great to meet and fun to be around.   
The activities are just the greatest and always teach some great new 
learning skills like English speaking campers Finnish, Finnish speaking 
campers English, and fun Finnish songs.  There is a sauna and lake for a 
great Finnish experience.  The composition classes at the Minnesota 
State University are the most fun along with the other classes for piano, 
clarinet, and flute.  My instrument is the piano.  This camp is the best!   
I will definitely come back for the third time in a row.  Come and join the other campers and 
me at Soiva camp at Salolampi. 

Markus Hiukka 
                    Composing………. 

FFSC Newsletter August/September 2009 

For the second summer, music has resounded 

in the woods of northern Minnesota. This past June, 26 

young musicians ages 11-17—six from Finland and 20 

from the U. S. —laughed together, talked together, and 

made music together at Soiva Camp. They were led by 

seven passionate and highly-trained Finnish and 

American teachers: Terhi Savo-Helske and Debora 

Harris (flute), Leigh Wakefield and Karipekka Eskelinen 

(clarinet), Stephen Carlson and Heta Priiki (piano), and 

Markus Fagerudd (improvisation and composition). 

What makes Soiva Camp so incredible? At the 

heart of its curriculum is chamber music (music played 

in small groups). While common in the Finnish music 

schools, chamber music, which helps to develop the 

highest level of listening and musicianship, is rarely 

available to young US musicians. It is a totally different 

experience from playing solo repertoire or playing in a 

large group under a conductor. Another irreplaceable 

opportunity Soiva campers enjoy is developing their 

improvisational and compositional skills with world-class 

Finnish teacher, Markus Fagerudd. In a positive 

atmosphere that focuses on having fun while developing 

essential musicianship skills, students are introduced to 

a whole new level of making music. Of course, there is 

also top-notch private instruction during Soiva Camp. 

The low ratio of students to teachers provides young 

musicians highly desirable individual attention. 

Soiva Camp was initiated in 2008 by the 

Finlandia Foundation National with strong support of the 

Association of Finnish Music Schools in Helsinki. It is an 

exceptional partnership that also includes the Concordia 

Language Villages, the Salolampi Foundation, Concordia 

College-Moorhead, MN and Bemidji State University. 

Finland’s worldwide reputation as a leader in education, 

particularly music education, is well documented and 

praised worldwide. Soiva Camp blends the best of 

Finnish and American practices into a one-of-a-kind 

experience for teachers and students. This year’s camp 

offered instruction in piano, clarinet, and flute. Next 

year’s camp will add violin. 

After a day of playing music on the beautiful 

Bemidji State University campus, the students return to 

Salolampi to enjoy Finnish language, games, food, 

movies, swimming, and other fun group activities under 

the capable direction of Dean Lauri Saukko and his                

lively Finnish-speaking counselors. And although it 

might seem that the experience would be only for 

students of Finnish descent, in fact, it is available to all 

students. This year’s camp had several students with no 

Finnish heritage! 

Perhaps “once-in-a-lifetime” is a strong 

description of the Soiva Camp experience, but after 

reading some of this year’s students’ comments, it is 

clear that attending has truly changed their lives: 

“I have learned so much in the way I look at 

music.” 

”Thank you so much for everything! I have met 

some of the most amazing people and have 

learned so many amazing things.” 

“Salolampi Music Camp was really fun. I think 

that the balance of music and culture & language 

was perfect.” 

“I think I learned a lot about and learned to 

respect the Finnish culture. I enjoyed learning 

about a different culture through contact with 

students my age from Finland.”  

Any of the following reasons make Soiva Camp 

an opportunity not to miss: learning music from the 

best American and Finnish teachers, the prospect of 

playing in chamber music ensembles, the opportunity to 

collaborate with Finnish and American friends, the 

option to explore one’s own musical voice through 

improvisation and composition, and the chance to learn 

Finnish customs, food, and language. 

Plans are to expand the camp next summer, which will 

be held June 14-20, 2010, and students will want to 

start preparing now. The camp is open to students ages 

11-17 with at least three years of private instruction on 

flute, clarinet, piano, or violin. Early registration will 

provide a very affordable cost for this unique 

experience. For a registration form, application 

deadlines and scholarship information please check the 

websites at www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org or 

www.finlandiafoundation.org. 

Detailed information and enrollment 

application forms will also be available in late summer 

through the Finlandia Foundation National office in 

Pasadena, California. 

office@finlandiafoundation.org 

Submitted by Dr. Jeanne Doty, FFN Trustee 

Associate Professor Music 

University of Minnesota Duluth Experience in Bemidji 
  Submitted by: Markus Hiukka, recipient of the 
 FFSC 2009 Matching Funds to Salolampi Scholarship  
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
  Kenneth Gorshkow 

           Alfred Johnson 

           Tyne Lindquist Richards 

Condolences toCondolences toCondolences toCondolences to    
         Ruth St. Hilaire, in the loss of her husband, Kenneth Gorshkow 

             Angie Johnson, in the loss of her father, Alfred Johnson  

A truly big friend of Finns and 
Finland, Ken Gorshkow, age 88, 
died in Seattle on July 4th, after a 
hard battle with cancer. 
Ken grew up in Estonia with sports 
as his favorite activities, and he 
became very good in track and 
field. But, his world came crashing 
down in 1939, his senior high 
school year, when the Soviet 
Union demanded sites for military 
bases in Estonia. After the Soviet 
Army attacked Finland in late 
1939, Ken decided to volunteer his 
service in defense of his northern 
neighbor country, and was 
assigned as a guard and messenger in a Finnish ski 
company during the Winter War. 
Returning to Tallinn to study, he managed to 
avoid being drafted by the Soviet Army. But in 
1941 he ended up being drafted by the German 
Army on its advance against the Soviet, and 
remained in that service until the end of WWII. 
Often he managed to get sports related 
assignments. 
In 1947 Ken emigrated to the USA. While job 
hunting in the New York area, he decided to once 
more put his military experience to use and 
enlisted in the US Army, and soon was on his way 
back to service in still occupied Germany. That 
gave him a chance to attend the 1952 Olympics in 
Helsinki, and meet many of the Finnish sports 
leaders he had got to know. He would have 
participated in the decathlon had he not been a 
man without a country. Later that year Ken left 
the army and settled in Seattle. He received his 
Master’s degree from University of Washington in 

1955, with his thesis entitled “A 
Comparative Study of Ski Programs 
Offered to Male Students in the 
U.S. and in Europe”. 
Ken devoted  his entire adult life 
to the service of his homeland 
Estonia and his family. He was a 
founding member of the Seattle 
Estonian Society over 50 years 
ago. He was a talented and 
accomplished senior Olympian 
representing Estonia at 
competitions well into his 80’s. He 
was founding member and activist 
in many organizations that worked 
on behalf of Estonian, Latvian and 

Lithuanian re-independence during the years of 
Soviet occupation. 
Ken Gorshkow’s warm feelings for anything 
Finnish, born during the Winter War, soon 
blossomed into an intimate friendship with Finnish 
Americans and their activities in the Pacific 
Northwest. He was a charter member of the 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter (1968), and 
a regular attendee at its annual Finnish 
Independence Day Dinner and Dance. It gave the 
Finnish community an opportunity to recognize his 
role of support during the Finnish Winter War. He 
and his wife Ruth have also been active members 
of the Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters, Seattle 
Lodge #11. 
Ken is survived by his wife Ruth and son Kristjan. 
Life will be different without Ken in our 
community. We will miss him, while keeping his 
memory alive. 
  Norman Westerberg 
  Hon. Consul Emeritus of Finland 

Kenneth Michael Gorshkow, 1920 – 2009 

August/September 2009 FFSC Newsletter 
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Ben Strout 
Finlandia Foundation National® 2006 Lecturer of the Year 

It is with great sadness that we 

share the news of the loss of 

Finlandia Foundation National’s 

first Lecturer of the Year,  

Ben Strout. His documentary 

"Fire and Ice" won wide 

acclaim and garnered a 

regional Emmy award when 

shown in Indiana and also a 

special award from the 

government of Finland.  
 

The first Lecturer of the Year-designated 

showing of Fire and Ice was at the All-

Chapter Finlandia Foundation Meeting 

held in Seattle from May 18th to the 

20th, 2006. Ben was very generous with 

his time as he traveled to many other 

FFN chapters, showing his 

documentary about the war 

between Finland and the Soviet 

Union in 1939 and speaking 

about his experiences in 

Finland and Russia while 

gathering information and 

filming. We were indeed 

fortunate that so many chapter 

members were able to share 

time with him.  
 

Ben leaves his wife Yelena, two 

daughters, and a grandchild. He will be 

sadly missed.  Condolences can be sent 

to his family at: 11576 Senie Lane,  

       Carmel, IN 46032. 

Finlandia Foundation National® is searching for candidates for its  

15th Annual Performer of the Year.  

The deadline for nominations and submission of all materials is  

September 12, 2009.  
 

The POY 2010 term is a full calendar year starting on January 1, 

2010.  
 

Visit Finlandiafoundation.org for the POY Guideline Summary  

and detailed instructions for the application.  
 

The POY Travel Grant is $5,000 and is awarded by FFN to cover the 

POY’s travel expenses as stated in the POY Guideline Summary, to 

performances within the United States.  
 

For any further information, contact Satu Mikkola, POY 

Coordinator,  

at  

satum @ aol.com. 

Finlandia Foundation National®  
PERFORMER OF THE YEAR 2010  
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Remembering Lauri Törni, a Soldier’s Soldier 
by Liisa Keranen with her daughter Eeva Reeder 

Before a screening in Seattle this spring of a documentary film from 
Finland about the short but remarkable life of Lauri Törni (Torni: A 

Soldier’s Story), I was asked to share my remembrances of him. He 
and I were roughly contemporaries and had been fellow immigrants 
from Finland within a few years of each other. 
The story of Lauri’s heroic military career as a soldier for both 
Finland and the United States is almost unbelievable. What I will 
share is only part of it, so if you want to know more, especially 
about his many military exploits, there are several books written 
about him. One published recently is titled Born a Soldier: The 

Times and Life of Larry Thorne (Cleverley, 2008). Also the 
character in the first chapter of the book The Green Berets (Moore, 
1965) and movie of the same name is apparently based on him. If 
you can read Finnish, there are many more to choose from, including 
one written by a Finnish-American Army officer who knew Lauri 
well, titled Marttisen Miehet (Kairinen, 1987), and another by a 
former commander of his in Finland, titled Törnin Jääkärit 
(Rönnquist and Vuorenmaa, 1993). 

I will tell you about the time I met Lauri Törni and the time I last saw him. But first, in order to 
understand how I came to know him, I need to explain a piece of Finnish military history you may not 
be familiar with. As you probably know, after the Continuation War ended in a preliminary truce in 
1944, Finland’s political situation with the Soviets was extremely uncertain for several years. Because 
Finns were deeply exhausted and depleted—tens of thousands had died and many more thousands were 
wounded, widowed, orphaned, or displaced—, Finnish officials pragmatically agreed to some difficult 
terms with the Russians, such as paying heavy reparations, holding war crimes trials, and letting a Soviet
-dominated allied commission oversee its internal affairs until a formal peace treaty was signed. The 
fervent hope was that Finland might hold onto its hard-won independence by showing an honest 
willingness to reconcile with its powerful neighbor. At the same time, most Finns could not trust that 
this neighbor would allow them to retain their national sovereignty in the long run, since the Soviet 
Union had invaded them twice and had already annexed most of the countries on its long border. Finns 
were not of one mind about which course of action was the most right to take, whether some form of 
reconciliation or of resistance. Under the circumstances, it was arguably difficult to know. 

In the end, Finland finessed the reconciliation process and managed the seemingly impossible, 
retaining its freedom. One factor that may have played a role in this carefully negotiated outcome was a 
back-up plan devised by a cadre of high-ranking military officers. From a desire to give Finland a 
fighting chance to defend itself should the Soviets invade, a secret operation was carried out to cache 
vast quantities of weapons and ammunition throughout the countryside, much of it buried on farmsteads. 
The officers acted independently and the plan was carried out by soldier volunteers. By the time the 
Soviets found out what was being done, great stores of arms had been hidden. Some of it is still being 
unearthed today when an old barn is razed. Since then, this act has been credited for helping to hold in 
check any inclination the Soviets may have had to use military force, especially since they knew first-hand how 
motivated the Finns were. But not surprisingly, the communist-controlled government and media of the time 
portrayed the operation as an outrage, and many of the men involved were imprisoned. One small group, about 
fourteen officers, managed to escape the state police, fleeing on foot over the frozen tip of the Gulf of Bothnia to 
Sweden, my future husband among them. They called themselves Marttinen’s Men, after their ranking officer. 

The men took temporary work as lumberjacks, hoping to wait out in Sweden until the political situation at 

(Continued on page 10) 



 

 

 
 

August 27  No film. 
 

September 23  Tummien perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies), 2008, 105 minutes, K-13. 
This film is a major leap from director Dome Karukoski’s 2005 Tyttö sinä olet tähti (seen last year as 
part of this series).  Set in a remote juvenile detention facility (the “home” of the title), this film asks 
how long troubled youth should have to pay for their mistakes and those of others. 
   
October 28  Raja 1918. (The Border 1918), 2007, 110 minutes, K-15. 
In this serious attempt to deal with the complexity of the Finnish Civil War, a young officer is sent 
to eastern Finland to enforce the border with Russia after the war. Duty and decency collide.         
 

November 25  Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer), 1952, 75 minutes, S. 
This classic film, based on a Saami legend about a woman turned into a mystical and murderous 
white reindeer, won honors in Finland and internationally for Mirjami Kuosmanen’s performance, 
Einar Englund’s music, and Erik Blomberg’s script, direction and cinematography.        
 

December 23  Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve.  This bright and colorful holiday feature was the 
most-seen movie in Finland following its release.  Bring the entire family to this one.  
 

All films are at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   
 

~ Karoliina Kuisma & Gary London 

       Films from Finland 

2009 
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 FILM SERIES B@CK WITH YOUTH DR@M@  
   After a two-month summer recess, “Films from 
Finland” resumes on September 23 with one of 
the most honored Finnish films of 2008.  Tummien 
perhosten koti (The Home of Dark Butterflies), 
based on a novel by Leena Lander, was nominated 
for ten Jussi awards and won three, including  
Best Director for Dome Karukoski. 
   Karukoski, familiar to “Films from Finland” 
audiences for his debut effort, Tyttö sinä olet 
tähti (Beauty and the Bastard), has an unusual 
history, having been born in Nicosia, Cyprus, of a 
Finnish journalist mother and American actor 
George Dickerson.  He received his training in the 
prestigious film directing program at the 
University of Art and Design in Helsinki.  He has 
also made something of a name for himself as a 
player and coach of American football in Finland. 
   Tummien perhosten koti focuses on Juhani, a 
troubled teenager who is sent to an island facility 
for boys.  As the film unfolds, Juhani finds himself 
challenged by both the need to fit into this 
volatile environment and to confront the psychic 
scars inflicted on him in childhood.  Ultimately, 
this film confronts larger issues of how youth with 
serious problems are treated in Finnish society. 

   Commenting on his film, Karukoski has said that 
it reflects his concern for what he sees as a trend 
among young people in Finnish society to “project 
guilt on themselves and others, to be preoccupied 
with bitter and cynical views of the world,” 
leading to such “extremes of behavior . . . as 
suicides, school massacres and increasing use of  . 
. .anti-depression medications.”  He says that if 
he, as a filmmaker, can have some impact on 
society, he will do it.  “This movie,” he continues, 
“is a milestone in his mission” to show that “life is 
a beautiful thing” and that, “despite hardships 
and negative feelings, one must always try to go 
on, to get up after being knocked down.” 
   Like all films in the series, Tummien perhosten 
koti will be shown at the Swedish Cultural Center 
at 7:30 p.m.  Clocking in at 105 minutes, this film 
is rated K-13 (probably closer to R than to PG-13).  
There is some violence, some strong language and 
some sexual content.  The language of the film is 
Finnish, with English subtitles. 
“Films from Finland” is a fourth Wednesday series 
sponsored by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
A $5.00 donation is regularly requested at the door. 
       Gary London 

FFSC Newsletter August/September 2009 
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home stabilized. But about a year into their stay, 
Sweden caved to political pressure from the Soviets, 
ordering the men to leave the country or be deported to 
Finland to stand trial. Put into this difficult position, 
they decided to seek political asylum in the United 
States. They had to scramble to obtain visas and passage 
on ships. Many were forced to leave wives and families 
behind for a time. 

Arriving in New York City in 1946, the men were 
taken in by the tight-knit Finnish-American community, 
who treated them like war heroes and helped them find 
work. Like most immigrants, they took jobs in factories, 
construction, and domestic service. Their families joined 
them as individual circumstances allowed. Over time, 
the U.S. military learned of these men’s specialized 
skills in winter warfare, and with the advocacy of “Wild 
Bill Donovan” from the previous Roosevelt 
administration, congress passed a special act allowing 
them to become U.S. citizens in exchange for joining the 
Army. All became officers quickly and rose through the 
ranks. Most of them served at least twenty years, doing 
tours of duty wherever the Army sent them, including 
combat tours in Korea, Vietnam, and other hot spots. 

Lauri Törni comes into this picture a few years 
later, around 1950. During the Winter and Continuation 
Wars, he had been a decorated and celebrated soldier in 
Finland for his many acts of uncommon bravery and 
leadership. It was said his men would follow him 
anywhere. He did so much damage to the Russians and 
became so feared by them that they offered a reward for 
his death or capture—the only person to be singled out 
this way. 

During the period of political instability that 
followed the initial truce with Russia, Lauri joined the 
underground Resistance movement (separate from the 
arms caching operation). Ultimately, hundreds of people 
involved in this activity were rounded up and 
imprisoned, Lauri among them. At one point he 
famously escaped—the first one to try —but was 
recaptured. A couple years and a few more escape 
attempts later, the president of Finland pardoned him, 
but he was not allowed to rejoin the military, the one 
thing he wanted most, and was not allowed to leave the 
country either. Not willing to settle for that, he escaped 
to Sweden with the help of a taxi driver held at gunpoint 
(but paid well) and a passport borrowed from a friend. A 
wealthy countess arranged for him to board with a 
family of Finnish-Swedes. Then he fell in love with one 
of their daughters, Marja, who happened to be American
-born. I believe she was the only love of his life. They 
became engaged, but before marrying, Lauri wanted to 
pursue the possibility of joining the U.S. Army as he 
heard some other Finns had done, plus he thought it best 

to keep moving since he was worried about being found 
out and returned to Finland. Using his false identity, he 
obtained a visa to Venezuela and booked passage on a 
ship, promising his fiancée he would come back for her 
as soon as he could. From Venezuela he took a boat to 
the United States, but jumped off before it docked in 
New Orleans, swimming to shore in order to avoid 
immigration officials with their difficult questions. 

Lauri spoke no English and had only his wet 
clothes and the wet money in his pocket. He headed 
north for New York City and connected with the same 
Finnish-American community that had welcomed 
Marttinen’s Men. With help from his new friends and 
their connections, the government was somehow 
persuaded to link him to Marttinen’s Men, in spite of 
being in the U.S. illegally, thus conferring on him the 
same privilege of American citizenship in return for 
Army service. In the Army he changed his name to a 
more American-friendly Larry Thorne. 

By the way, Lauri’s love story ended sadly. Years 
passed and he wrote to Marja once or twice— I guess he 
assumed she would just wait endlessly. When he finally 
showed up in Sweden unannounced, he was truly 
surprised to learn from a neighbor that she had tired of 
waiting, married someone else and moved to Spain. It 
broke his heart. 

Lauri’s and my stories weave together through two 
men: my brother, Paavo Koli, and my future husband, 
Kalle Keranen. These two were close friends from their 
days together at the Finnish military academy. I met 
Kalle in late 1952 when he stopped over in Finland on 
his way to fight in the Korean war as a U.S. Army 
officer. He stayed with my brother in Helsinki for a few 
days, where I also happened to be staying. Kalle had not 
been to Finland since the war ended. In fact, he was the 
first of Marttinen’s Men to risk returning, hoping his 
American passport would protect him if necessary. I 
vividly recall the state police (Valpo) following him 
around, and one policeman trying to question him, but 
he would not cooperate and nothing more came of it. 
Soon after returning from his year-long tour in Korea, 
we began a letter exchange, pretty quickly writing a 
letter a day. He proposed by mail and we married in 
Finland at the end of 1954. Since Kalle had a promising 
career in the U.S. Army and had given up his Finnish 
citizenship to become an American, I joined him in the 
United States, after a time becoming an American 
citizen as well. 

We began our married life at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, a large infantry post, where Kalle and a few 
other Marttinen’s Men had received Special Forces 
training. They were among the founding members of 
what later became known as the Green Berets. One 
evening in 1956 when Kalle was on maneuvers and our 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  

to assist in the publication of our newsletter 

firstborn, Jussi, was only a week old, there was a knock 
on the door. We were living in a rental house at the edge 
of the post. A strange man in a civilian suit introduced 
himself as Lauri Törni. He was not a tall man but there 
was something imposing about him. He said he had 
come to bear greetings from my brother, Paavo Koli, in 
Finland, that they were both in the brotherhood of 
Finnish soldiers who had received the Mannerheim 
Cross (Finland’s highest medal of honor for valor). This 
sounded trustworthy enough, so I invited him in. 

He must have been disappointed that Kalle was not 
home. He had obviously been looking forward to 
meeting another one of his fellow Marttinen’s Men and 
sharing war stories, since he carried in an armload of 
military documents and journals. He spread them out on 
the sofa anyway and proceeded to give me detailed 
accounts of his many war experiences—the same wars I 
had lived through as a civilian and was more than ready 
to forget. He talked and talked about the war, unsmiling. 
He struck me as a little one-track, almost unable to talk 
about anything else. I tried to appear interested but was 
very tired and finally had to tell him that I had a 
newborn to take care of. Lauri said “no problem” 
politely and went on with his stories! Hours later I asked 
if he had a place to spend the night and told him the 
little bamboo sofa where he was sitting with his papers 
was the only guest bed we had. He gladly accepted—
from the sound of it, he most likely had slept in worse 
situations. In the morning, he collected his journals, 
thanked me, and left. I never met anyone as passionate 
about the war business. Apparently his father had said 
that even as a child he was constantly leading his 
boyhood friends in war games. Oddly enough, as I came 
to know later, he was actually a quiet man. 

The last time I saw Lasse, as we Finns called him, 
was about eight years later. Even though he had also 
volunteered for the Special Forces, his and my 
husband’s career paths had rarely crossed before now. 
Never stationed in the same place at the same time, they 
had primarily come to know each other through get-
togethers of Marttinen’s Men and their families. But 
now they were both posted at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, Lasse at Special Forces headquarters and Kalle 
with the 18th Airborne Corps. By this time, Lasse was a 
big name in the Green Berets, affectionately known 
among his colleagues as “The Legend.” The feat that 
earned him this nickname was the retrieval of highly 
classified material from a U.S. military aircraft that had 

crashed into treacherously icy mountains in Iran. His 
team succeeded where two other rescue attempts had 
failed. This was a common refrain in his life: men 
inspired by his confidence and courage to achieve the 
unexpected. 

It was 1964 and Lasse was about to deploy to 
Vietnam after the holidays on his second tour of duty. 
We had invited him to spend Christmas Eve with us. In 
addition to our son, now 8, the family had grown to 
include a daughter, age 7. Lasse was very good with 
children and it was obvious he loved them, bringing ours 
memorable gifts: an electric train set for Jussi and an 
elaborate tea set for Eeva. Totally surprising my 
husband, Lasse asked him to take care of his beloved 
luxury Alpha Romeo sports car while he was away. He 
had purchased it on a vacation trip to Italy and loved to 
drive it very fast. My husband and even young son had 
taken many joy rides. The white convertible with red 
leather seats was the envy of the post and Kalle was 
thrilled with his good luck in being entrusted with it. I 
was thrilled too since it meant I did not have to drive 
him to work anymore! But our joy was short-lived since 
Kalle was deployed to the Dominican Republic uprising 
just a few months later, and shortly after returning was 
stationed to Norway. Before our move overseas in late 
1965, Kalle in turn entrusted the sports car to a fellow 
officer, the son of one of Marttinen’s Men. Regrettably, 
he died while we were in Norway, and in spite of many 
efforts by many people, no one has been able to find out 
what happened to the car. It is still a big mystery. 

That Christmas Eve we sensed that something 
about Lasse was different. He had never doubted 
himself and his survival before, but to our surprise he 
appeared just a tiny bit apprehensive about his return. 
He had certainly been testing his luck for a long time. 
Perhaps his incredible physical and mental strength had 
started to wane just a little, or maybe he was not quite as 
fearless as he used to be. It could be he was simply 
looking forward to finally settling down with a family of 
his own after a life exclusively dedicated to fighting 
wars. He was in his mid-forties and had just purchased a 
small house near the post, his first one. 

We never saw him again. He went missing in 
action in October 1965. Over thirty years later, human 
remains found at the site of a helicopter crash in the 
Vietnam jungle were confirmed to include Lauri’s. The 
memorial service to this one-of-a kind soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery overflowed with soldiers 
from both his native and adopted lands. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Birthplace Kuopio, Finland 

Came to Seattle June 1982 

Occupation Owner, Tuuli Finland 

I came to America in 1976, when I was 21 

years old. I had grown up in a tiny farming 

village in Finland, and I had visited Helsinki 

only once, maybe twice. It was solely my 

decision to leave Finland and see the world, 

which I did when I got an opportunity to 

work for a doctor in Palo Alto. I met my hus-

band when I basically walked into his art 

studio one day. It was September 11, 1976. 

When our oldest daughter was born in 1980, 

we decided to move up to Seattle and start 

a school, and that’s what we did. We 

founded the Northwest College of Art in 

1982. Seeing the nature, the fir trees, the 

water, the fish, my first impression was: 

“Oh, this is like home! I’ve come to Finland!” 

Coming to America and seeing the Native 

Americans and everybody else doing their 

music and their dance, that’s food for my 

soul. 

And so now, having this location with Tuuli, 

I’m really blessed because all these people 

come to me in my store, so I don’t always 

even have to go looking for those relation-

ships. If my customers learn about Finland, I 

learn of their culture, and that’s absolutely 

the reason, I think, that I have been able to 

stay and be happy in America, and sort of 

content. —Tuuli Finland, 1407 First Ave, 

Downtown, 206-223-1112 

Reprinted from Seattle Metropolitan 

 

People in the News 

Ulla Freeman 

UllaFreeman 

Photo By: Dan Lamont  

Tapio Holma 

Pictured from left to right: 
Brend Hunt-Holma, Tapio Holma,  
Consul General Kirsti Westphalen 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Board Member 

Tapio Holma of Bellingham was awarded the Order 

of the Lion-First Class by the President of Finland, 

Tarja Halonen. Holma was recognized for his work 

promoting cultural exchanges between Finland and 

the United States. The award was presented by the 

Consul General of Finland, Ms. Kirsti Westphalen of 

Los Angeles.  
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Bryan Penttila  

The Appelo Archive Center in Naselle is 

pleased to announce that well known 

SW Washington historian and writer, 

Bryan Penttila, has joined the staff at 

the Center to research and write 

historical pieces over the next year. 

Bryan's family has been in the area 

since the early 1880's. As a fifth 

generation from a pioneer Finnish 

family, his knowledge of the area is 

highly valued. Bryan has worked in 

logging and other traditional 

occupations, including gillnetting and the 

oyster industry. Archive Center Director, 

Karen Bertroch, is very pleased to have 

Bryan joining the staff. "Having Bryan 

working with us is a wonderful 

opportunity to build a partnership that 

will produce well researched and well 

written documents on our area's 

history for the Center. He has extensive 

knowledge of historic logging so we're 

asking him to help staff identify logging 

details in some of our photographs and, 

hopefully, we'll produce a book on 

logging that will add to the Center's 

offerings to the public. I know he'll work 

well with our staff because 

everyone here has a deep love of history 

just as Bryan does."  
 

Bryan graduated from Eastern 

Washington in 2001 with a BA in history 

and has completed two years of 

graduate work at WSU in Pullman. He 

began working with Carlton Appelo's 

archive collection over twelve years ago.  

As a published author and as owner of 

NW Coast Publications, he brings 

experience with editing and publishing 

to written products he will be working on 

for the Archive Center.  

 

Penttila commented, "Working at the 

Archive Center allows me an exceptional 

opportunity to pursue several research 

projects that have been very near to me 

for some time. I'm particularly 

interested in the history of our local 

forests. I also like the atmosphere here. 

The staff is very respectful of history 

and their work with the photographs will 

help tremendously with some of the 

projects I'll be working on. The Archive 

Center offers a wealth of resources that 

allows me to delve into this area's 

history, so I'm very pleased to be here."  

 

Bryan will also be available by special 

appointment for those wanting 

assistance with research projects that 

incorporate the Center's 

resources. Messages for Bryan can be 

left at the Center requesting 

appointments by calling  

(360) 484-7103.  
 

Submitted By: Phil Raistakka 

Archive Center Welcomes Writer 

  Bryan Penttila to Staff  



 

 

Page  14  

Mia Spangenberg 

Mia Spangenberg, Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter member and board member-at-large, 
received a Ph.D. from the University of Washington 
in convocation on June 13.  She thus became only 
the second doctoral recipient in Finnish studies from 
the University’s Department of Scandinavian Studies.  
(The first was Andy Nestingen, who is currently an 
associate professor in that department.) 
The primary requirement for Mia’s award was, of 
course, a dissertation, research for which took her 
to Finland during the 2007-2008 academic year.  The 
title of her completed work is “It’s Reigning Men:  
Masculinities in Contemporary Finnish Fiction and 
Film.”  Among the central questions addressed in the 
dissertation are the following:  How have men’s 
roles changed in the past fifteen years to 
accommodate the advancement of women in Finnish 

society?  How is 
Finnish identity 
changing as Finland 
is becoming ever 
more globally 
connected?  How is 
the growing 
significance of 
popular culture 
affecting Finns’ 
understanding of 
themselves?   The 
dissertation 
concludes that 
Finnish national 
identity continues 
to be most 
positively defined 
in terms of 
masculine values 
and practices and 
in relations among 
men. 
At this point, Mia is 
uncertain as to 
whether her 

dissertation will be published here or in Finland, but 
that is certainly a possibility.  In the meantime, she 
is willing to make copies available to any interested 
parties at cost – somewhere in the $30.00 to $50.00 
range.  Orders can be placed through 
spangm@u.washington.edu. 
In preparing her dissertation, Mia was supervised by 
Professor Nestingen and other members of the 
Department of Scandinavian Studies – Professor Lotta 
Gavel-Adams and Senior Lecturer Ia Dubois, as well 

as Professor 
Debby Phillips 
from Seattle 
University. 
Even with such 
support, the 
process of 
becoming a 
Ph.D. was 
sometimes a 
“lonely road” for 
Mia, since she 
was the only 
Finnish graduate 
student for two 
of the five years she was in the program, and much 
of her academic work had to be done as independent 
study. 
While a good deal of Mia’s research was done in the 
“excellent” Finnish collection at the University 
Library, she was particularly pleased with the 
opportunity to spend time in Finland.  She calls that 
experience “fantastic”, since she was able to devote 
her time fully to engaging in on-site research and to 
observing Helsinki city life and the myriad ways that 
Finland was changing around her.  Among the high 
points to that time was meeting and interviewing 
Leena Lehtonlainen, author of the popular Maria 
Kallio crime novels. 
Aside from her year abroad, the thing Mia enjoyed 
most about her graduate student experience was the 
opportunity to teach Finnish and to share insight into 
Finnish culture with eager groups of students at the 
University of Washington, Bellevue Community 
College, and Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. 
She has followed those students with interest and 
with pride as their language skills have led them to 
graduate studies and to exchanges in Finland. 
Mia is frank about her major reason for pursuing a 
Ph.D.:  To learn about herself and her roots, as the 
daughter of a Finnish mother and a German father, 
both of whom were on hand to see her walk to the 
podium to receive her diploma.  To that end, she 
feels more than satisfied.  “In fact,” she says, “I am 
even more enthusiastic about the culture and the 
language than I was before.” 
As she continues to stay abreast of the latest 
developments in Finnish film and literature, Mia is 
using her language skills in computational linguistics 
for the Butler Hill Group.  Future plans include the 
possibility of collaborative writing of a Finnish 
language textbook, and helping the Finnish program 
at UW grow and thrive. 
   Gary London 
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News from our Community 
Finnish Library Moves to Naselle, Washington 

On February 13, 2009 the Appelo Archive Center 
in Naselle , Washington became the recipient of 
the Finnish American Historical Society of the 
West’s library formerly housed in the Finnish 
Room at Portland State University , Portland , 
Oregon . FAHSW members Bob Waine and Merle 
Reinikka delivered the collection of 451 books 
and periodicals on that date, where they were 
enthusiastically received by Archive Director, 
Karen Bertroch; Librarian, Steve Puddicombe; 
and staff/local author, Donna Klint.  
 The FAHSW library had been 
established in 1984 in PSU’s 
Finnish Room, but recent 
renovation of the room 
mandated that there would be 
little space for the collection in 
that facility, so it was removed 
in October 2008 and held in 
storage until its delivery to the 
Appelo Archive Center . The 
collection consists, in large 
part, of books and periodicals, 
old and new, published in the 
Finnish language. Subject 
matter is varied, ranging in 
interest from immigrant, religious, genealogical 
and political history – to modern novels and 
travel in Finland . About one-fourth of the 
collection is published in English, containing 
many books about the Finnish American 
experience. 
 The entire collection had been donated to the 
FAHSW over the years by individual members.  
 The Appelo Archive Center, operated by the 
Wahkiakum Community Foundation, officially 
opened the new C.A. and Agnes Appelo Memorial 
Library on February 1st. Located on the second 
floor of the Appelo Plaza in Naselle, the new 
library showcases over 1,000 books collected by 
members of the Appelo family for over sixty 
years. This collection, now enlarged by the 
FAHSW publications, is available to the public to 
be used for research and browsing.  
The library is located behind the Archive 
Center’s main room, which is being developed 

into a display area as a local museum for the 
communities from Grays River through Naselle.  
 The library is named for C.A. and Agnes Appelo 
who operated stores in several locations for 
decades. C.A. and his son, Carlton , were 
instrumental in bringing telephone service to the 
area, and Carlton remains active with 
Wahkiakum West, the telephone company 
established by the Appelo family. 
 Agnes worked in the stores and regularly 
traveled in the logging trains to sell goods to the 

women in the camps. She 
visited each house and shared 
news with the women who 
lived in the camp houses, 
while taking orders for the 
next delivery. Her well-known 
basket is on display at the 
Center. Agnes Appelo was an 
avid reader who collected 
books all her life. Her son, 
Carlton , has also collected 
books on history and civics for 
most of his 87 years.  
 A desk has been set up in the 
library area for accessing 

Ancestry.com for folks to research their family 
histories. A full section with Finnish language 
books is also set up in a conference room that is 
available to community groups for meetings.  
 Steve Puddicombe, local history lover from 
Grays River , is the library’s “winter librarian” 
who is identifying, cataloging and arranging the 
books on their shelves.  
 The membership of FAHSW is pleased to 
participate in the development of the Appelo 
Archive Center ’s library which has the potential 
of becoming a major northwest facility for 
Finnish and Finnish-American studies.  
 

By Merle Reinikke as submitted by: Phil Raistakka 

  
Reprinted with permission from the April 2009 issue 
of the FinnAm News  published by the Finnish 
American Historical Society of the West in Portland, 
Oregon 
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Burton Appelo, left, visits with brother 
Carlton Appelo, right, in the  

Finnish library room at Archive Center 
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Scenes From FinnFest US@ 2009 ^nd Pre FinnFest @ctivities 

FinnFest USA held its 2009 event in an extraordinary setting: a 
Holland America cruise ship sailed through Alaska's stunning 
Inside Passage. Prior to the cruise, festival attendees awaiting 
departure from Seattle were treated to true fun and hospitality 
at the Pre Festival Events that were arranged for them. 
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Seattle Photos By: Syrene Forsman, Swede-Finn Historical Society 
Alaska Photos Courtesy of: Finlandia Foundation National®  

Maria Männistö, Former FFN Performer  
of the Year Entertains Attendees 

Finnish Choral Society Performance 

Katrilli Program 

Social Hour Musical Entertainment 

Kantele Performance 

‘FinnFesters’ Enjoying the Beauty of  
Margerie Glacier at Glacier Bay, Alaska  

FinnAlley in 
Sitka,Alaska. 
Pictured is George 
Sundquist,  
a FFN trustee from the  
BayArea in CA. 
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““““Karjalanpiirakka on hauska ja epäsiisti ”Karjalanpiirakka on hauska ja epäsiisti ”Karjalanpiirakka on hauska ja epäsiisti ”Karjalanpiirakka on hauska ja epäsiisti ”    
                   Karelian Pies are Fun and Messy...........Karelian Pies are Fun and Messy...........Karelian Pies are Fun and Messy...........Karelian Pies are Fun and Messy...........    

On May 25, suspicious characters carrying boiled 
eggs and rolling pins could be spotted on the 
Finnish Lutheran Church parking lot in Crown 
Hill. A band of mischiefs? Quite the contrary: to 
celebrate the end of the study year 2008-2009, the 
FFSC Finnish language school held a 
karjalanpiirakka cook-out that gave Finnish 
language students a chance to get some hands-on 
experience with Finnish culture.  There was a large 
turnout of students who were eager to find out how 
this regional delicacy is 
made, and most 
importantly, how it 
would taste like! 
The students were first 
given a short 
description of this treat 
from the Carelia region, 
after which teachers 
Anna and Jenni handed 
out recipes and it was 
time to hit the kitchen 
and start preparing the 
dough! Elbow-deep in 
rye flour and rice 
porridge, students 
exchanged polite phrases 
that were taught in earlier 
classes: “Voitko 
auttaa?” (Can you help me?), “Tarvitsetko 
apua?” (Do you need help?), “Anna lisää jauhoja, 
kiitos” (More flour, please). 
Although we soon discovered that American ovens 
cannot quite reach the temperatures required for 
optimized karjalanpiirakka-baking, in no time were 
the downstairs tables full of delicious Carelian 
pies. Students were encouraged to enjoy the results 
of their labor with a liberal lathering of munavoi, 
“egg butter”, which consists of boiled eggs mashed 
together with semi-melted butter. FFSC President 
Rita Koski made a guest appearance and brought 
with her a dessert item: black licorice! 
Once bellies were full and the last 
karjalanpiirakkas were being packed away as 
souvenirs to anyone waiting at home, the session 
ended with an adjective review: everyone could 
describe what they thought of karjalanpiirakka. 

Students were not only very inventive, but also apt: 
the Carelian pie was described, among other things, 
as fun and messy (“hauska ja epäsiisti”). 
This event was just one example of what to expect 
when you sign up for FFSC’s Finnish courses. 
Finnish is learned through using it actively either in 
simulated situations such as role-playing, during 
board and vocabulary games and, as in the case of 
the baking session, with hands-on manner. It is also 
not unheard of that a session might end in a 

beautiful rendition of 
“Hämä-hämä-häkki”, 
(Eensy-weensy spider), 
as performed by the 
class.  All of these 
exercises aim at a 
practical Finnish 
knowledge: the kind of 
language that gets you 
by at dinner tables, 
market squares and 
meetings among friends. 
The curriculum is 
peppered with students’ 
individual wishes 
regarding vocabulary 
and topics, which are all 
taken into account in 
lesson plans. 

Study year 2009-2010 will begin September 24, 
2009 and participants may choose an appropriate 
level for them out of three options: Beginners, 
which is aimed primarily at absolute beginners; 
Intermediate, which continues with students who 
already know some basics of Finnish, and Reading 
and Conversation, which can be attended by 
anyone who has intermediate Finnish skills and 
would like to broaden his/her reading, writing and 
conversational skills. If you are unsure of which 
level would suit you best, please contact teacher 
Jenni Salmi. See the registration form in this 
newsletter for contact information and details. 
Nähdään syksyllä! See you in the Fall! 
 
See our recipe on page18! 
 
   Jenni Salmi 
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(l-r) Katy Korpi, Rachelle Wilson, Paul Salo,  
Danielle Klenak and Michael Ireton are rolling,  

filling and crimping.  



 

 

Photographs from FFSC Events 
 

Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community events are available for 
purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com.  A variety of different size prints can be ordered. All proceeds 
go to benefit Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to donate your 

FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at (206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 
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Ready to go in the oven! 
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The Janne Mertanen "Nordic Concert" tour is now complete 

Celebrated Finnish pianist 

Janne Mertanen’s final US 

appearance was in Washington 

DC at the Finlandia 

Foundation National Capital 

Chapter’s 50th Anniversary 

Gala. Mertanen has received 

high accolades from audiences 

throughout his tour.  

During his June 13 concert at 

the Whatcom County Museum 

Rotunda in Bellingham, 

Mertanen received a standing 

ovation for his brilliant 

interpretation of the Chopin 

Polonaise op.53 "Heroic" . 
(l-r) Natasha Parker, Janne Mertanen,  
and FFN 2009 Performer of the Year,  

Terhi Miikki-Broersma 

 

Diane Ng and a Friend With Sami Flag 

Elaine Packard, JoAnne Rudo, Winnie Sihon, Noel 
Wannebo, Karen Shaw & Penny Curtis 

Folk Voice Musicians Who Play For 
Katilli, Phil & Birgit Ages Martin Ng, Elaine Packard, 

JoAnne Rudo & Larry Hohm 

Midsommar Pole 

JoAnne Rudo and Garland 

Photos By: Martin Ng 

Midsommarfest Celebrated By Skandia Folkdance Society   
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Upcoming Events 

SUOMI�-�FINLAND�ROOM�COMMITTEE�SERVES�AT�VIKING�DAYS�
Suomi - Finland Room committee members again 
served at the Viking Days Finnish Hearth booth on the 
the Nordic Heritage Museum grounds on July 11 and 
12.  This year's selection of Finnish delicacies included 
not only the customary smoked salmon and Lappi 
cheese sandwiches, cookies and the sima beverage, but 
an added delicious dessert of rice pudding with 
lingonberry topping. 
Committee Chairman Sandy Lindquist Haug especially 
thanks Curtis Jacobs for all his organizing skills, Liisa 

Mannery for her sima brewing expertise, Chris Hansen 
for preparing the rice pudding, and all of the committee 
members who baked cookies and  volunteered for shifts 
at the Finnish Hearth booth.  
The Suomi - Finland Committee welcomes added 
members to maintain the proud Finnish heritage at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum.   Give your time and your 
talents by calling the museum's Volunteer Coordinator 
Christy Lake, 206 789 5707, extension 12.  

KICK�UP�YOUR�FEET�WITH�TANHUAJAT�DANCERS�
FOR�JOYFUL�AND�BENEFICIAL�EXERCISE�

The�Tanhuajat�Folkdancers�practices�have�been�inspired�at�the�Saturday�morning�sessions�held�at�the�
Finnish�Lutheran�Church�by�the�enthusiasm�of�newcomers�Ken�Bartanen,�

Randi�Parker�and�Lorna�Williams.��Director�Sirkku�Vasama�remains�a�dedicated�
instructor.��The�newcomers�really�would�appreciate�some�added�partners�for�practicing.���

Ken�Bartanen�would�love�to�hear�from�beginning�or�experienced�dancers.���
Call�Ken�at�206�789�8317��

Tanhuajat�also�welcomes�you�to�their�booth�and�performance�at�the��
Finland�Summer�Festival�on�August�22.�

********************************************************************************�
31st ANNUAL FINNISH COMMUNITY BAZAAR IS SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 7th 

The Finnish American Heritage Committee is again alerting the Finnish organizations to 
prepare for the Seattle Finnish Community Bazaar on Saturday, November 7.  Bazaar hours are 
from 10 a.m to 3 p.m. and the Nordic Heritage Museum auditorium site hours remain the same. 

Organizations will be contacted with a mailing early in September.  For further questions on 
participating or other details, contact Leo Utter at 206 365 5026.  

~Leo�Utter�

~Leo�Utter�

A Visit to the Past…………. 

Lee Whitehill: The Longest Serving 
Treasurer of FFSC  

Mel Carson (Served as FFSC 
President from '91-’93), Carl 

Jarvie  (Served as FFSC President 
from '85-’87) and Ester Sellers (former 

FFSC officer) 

The year was 1988:   
 

In these photos, the  
FFSC Calendar that was 
approved as a special  
fundraising project for  
FinnFest USA 1989 
(held in Seattle) is being 
collated. 



 

 

 

Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 
8504 13th Avenue NW 

Seattle, WA 98117 

September 17 – December 10 (12 classes) 
 

Classes offered: 
1) Beginners’ Finnish 7:00-8:30 pm (TBA) 
2) Intermediate Finnish 6:00-7:30 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
3) Reading and Conversation 7:30-9:00 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
 

 
NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. Registration is on first come first serve 
basis. Fall tuition is $104 and will be due upon registration. 

 
Student information 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

Name                                                         Email 
 

________________________________________________________________    
   Mailing address         City, zip 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
   Telephone                                                  Best time to call     
 

Beginner class    □   Intermediate class □    
 
Payment amount; tuition $ _______  Membership $ _______, TOT. $ ______       
Check # ______      Payment date _____ 

 
Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to your instructor on first day 
of class.  
To reserve yourself a place at a course or to find more information, please contact Jenni Salmi at 
jenni.salmi@gmail.com or (425) 283-8870 (September onward). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Are you an FFSC member yet? 

Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2009! 

 
Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr  Supporting $50/yr 
Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr   Lifetime $300 
** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finnish Luther^n Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  

Seattle, WA 
Regarding church matters, please call: 

Heikki Mannisto 425 603 0517 
Kerttu Juntila  253 904 8700 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 
 

Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM. 
 
Special Events: 

• August 23, 2009 at 10 AM : Swedish Sunday/ Liturgy, texts, hymns in Swedish,  

  Sermon in English.  

• September 27, 2009 at 10 AM: Kantelemass  

• November 8, 2009 at 10 AM: Swedish Sunday/

 Liturgy, texts, hymns in Swedish, Sermon in 
 English.   

• Sunday November 22, 2009:  90th Anniversary Celebration of the Foundation of the Congregation.  Service with 

communion at the church at 11 AM.  Lunch and festive program with speeches and music, choir and solo singing  at 1 PM at 
the Leif Erickson Hall, 2245 NW 57th St, Seattle, WA 98107.  

 

 

FLC Bible Studies & Sunday School: 
Please contact Church for details.  
 

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo and 
soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them to 
Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
”He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.”  
          Proverbs 19:17 

Finnish ProverbsFinnish ProverbsFinnish ProverbsFinnish Proverbs    

Pastors –  Vistiting pastors Tom Kangas,  
            Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri 
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Halukas auttaja tulee käskemättä. 

 

 Translation: A willing helper comes without asking.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ihmetapauksiin voi toivoa mutta älä luota niihin.  
 

Translation: Hope for miracles,  
but don't rely on one happening.  



 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

                       Supporting $50   Lifetime $300 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  _________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  

FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 3 for details) 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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� New / Returning Member 
� Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

� Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.     



 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 

    Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 
     Address Service Requested 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Seattle, WA 
Permit # 1445 
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A Windy Summer Day From Träskkopplan, Finland 
Photo By: Michael Lindström 


