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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864) 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle    

December 2009/January 2010                                                                                 FFSC Newsletter 

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that 
have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere 
in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 

(cont’d on page 4) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
Independence Day 
Dinner and Dance 
SCC 6pm 

 

6 
Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast/Katrilli 
performs 11am 
Adults: $8; 
Memb.$6; Child 5-
12 $4; Child < 5 
FREE SCC 8-1:30 
*Finland's 92nd 

Independence Day

(Itsenäisyyspäivä)v 

7 8 9 10 
Christmas Carols 
(Kauneimmat 
Joululaulut)  with 
Pastor Seppo 
Hartikainen 
FLC 7pm 

11 12 
Katrilli presents 
Lucia, winter 
stories & 
participatory 
dancing for 
children Seattle 
Children's Museum 
Festival of Lights 
Seattle Center 
1pm  

13 
*St. Lucia's Day 

(Lucian päivä) 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
FinnishConcert & 
Finnish Christmas 
Table 
FLC 5:00pm 
Troublemaker’s 
Mother Auditions 
FLC11am-2pm 

20 21 22 23 
Films from 
Finland Series: 
Joulutarina 
(Christmas Story) 
SCC 7:30pm 

24 
*Christmas Eve 

(Jouluaatto) 

25 
*Christmas Day 

(Joulupäivä) 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 
New Year’s Eve

(Uudenvuodenaatto) 

  

December 2009 

January 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
New Year’s Day 

(Uudenvuodenpäivä) 

2 

v    Additional Event: 
Dec. 6 “Julfest” 
Seattle First Covenant Church, 400 
East Pike Street, Seattle 4 pm 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

 

The term for board members runs from July 1 to 
June 30. 

 

President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 

Email: koskeni@aol.com 
 

Vice President, Satu Mikkola  

Email: SatuM@aol.com 
 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary, John Burbank  

Email: john@johnburbank.org 
 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 
 

Members-at-Large * 

Steve Crary (2nd year of term) 

Marja Hall (2nd year of term) 

Tapio Holma 

Ron Karjala  (1st year of term) 

Cathy Perry  

JoAnne Rudo (2nd year of term) 

Jenni Salmi (2nd year of term) 

Mia Spangenberg  

Sirkku Vasama (2nd year of term) 

Sirkku Vilpas (1st year of term) 

Matt Wirkkala (2nd year of term) 
 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
 

Gary London (Immediate Past President) 
 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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Well, another successful Finnish 
Community Bazaar has come and 
gone as well as the local 
celebration of Finland’s 92nd year 
of independence, and it’s time to 
prepare for ”Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!” Each in our own 
way and according to our 
traditions will celebrate this very 
special time of the year. For me, 

looking back on 2009, I can say that it has been a 
good year, personally. No major mishaps and no 
major changes- which is just how I like it these days.  
FFSC events and programs are in fine shape. 
Attendance at the various events, sponsored or 
promoted by FFSC, has been good. Our Finnish 
language classes are pretty much filled to the brim 
with dedicated students and the Films from Finland 
evenings are gaining in popularity.  In 2010 FFSC 
community events will offer a variety of cultural 
opportunities. The musical comedy production, 
Troublemaker’s Mother, adapted from The Kalevala-
Lemminkäisen Äiti by Seattle writer Nick DiMartino, 
will be performed in late February.  I had the 
pleasure of attending the first reading and it was 

amazing just to hear it read by a group of talented 
local actors. The actual performances promise to be 
nothing short of pure fun! Soon after, the 
Kauppakorkeakoulun Ylioppilaskunnan Laulajat  
(KYL) will perform in concert at the UW-HUB 
Auditorium.  What is KYL, you may ask? The answer: 
Helsinki Academic Male Choir which was founded in 
1969 and is associated with the Helsinki School of 
Economics. This will be another one of those “must 
attend” events, as they are fantastic. The choir 
concert will be in March. In April FFSC will host the 
Annual Meeting and announce winners of our 2010 
scholarships. Please consult the FFSC Newsletter 
calendar for dates, times, locations and reservation 
information for these events. 
I thank the FFSC executive board members for 
sharing their considerable talents, for their 
responsible leadership and dedication. The members 
of the board join me in thanking all of you for you 
support and enthusiasm this past year and we wish 
you and yours the safest, most joyous Season’s 
Greetings ever! 
 

Hyviä Pyhiä! Trevlig Helg! Happy Holidays! 
 

Rita Vermala-Koski 
President, FFSC 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 4 5 6 7 
FFSC Finnish 
Language Classes 
begin 
FLC Various Times 

8 9 

10 
Katrilli resumes 
practice,  A good 

time for new 
members to join! 
SCC  5:00-7:00 

pm  

11 12 13 14 15 
FFSC Newsletter 
deadline for  
Feb/Mar issue 
ffsceditor@ymail.com 

16 

17 
Finnish Language 
Presentation by 
Visiting UW 
lecturer Aija Elg 
FLC 12:00pm 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 
Films from 
Finland Series: 
Putoavia 
enkeleita (Falling 
Angels) 
SCC 7:30pm 

28 29 
Films from 
Finland Series: 
Putoavia 
enkeleita (Falling 
Angels) 
SCC 2:00pm 

30 

31       

January 2010 cont’d (cont’d from page 2) 

Upcoming Events:  
Feb. 1 Finlandia Foundation National Grants and Scholarships Deadlines 
Feb. 21 MOSTLY NORDIC CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES “Songs of Finland:  Hearing Homeward” NHM 4:00pm 
Feb. 26,27,28 Troublemaker’s Mother Performances at NHM Various Times 
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Juha and Nicola Niemisto 
Edwin Nurmi 

Dorothy and Fred Tobiason 

Leo Utter 
Ron Karjala  

Fred and Aini Messmer  

Scholarship DonorsScholarship DonorsScholarship DonorsScholarship Donors 

Hauskaa Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta 

The board of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  

joins these members & friends in wishing everyone a  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Tanhuajat Seattle Finnish Folkdancers 

Sirkku  Vasama 

Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers 

JoAnne Hardt Rudo 

Ester E Sellers  

Leo Utter 

Lempi Wilson 

Ron Karjala 

 Lee and Fran Whitehill 

Rita Vermala-Koski 

Ed & Natalie Jarva 

Fred & Aini Messmer 

Anna-Liisa & Pentti Rinne 

Karoliina, Sean and Kaisa 

Gary and Kaisa London 

Kathi Karjala 
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A FINNISH CHRISTMAS TREAT  

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

In the spirit of the holiday season, “Films from 

Finland” offers the enormously popular 

Joulutarina (Christmas Story) on December 23 at 

7:30 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center.  This 

2007 film, which won the People’s Choice Jussi for 

that year, has gone on to become something of a 

family classic in Finland and elsewhere. 
 

Joulutarina spins a version of how Santa became 

Santa many years ago.  According to this story, he 

begins as Nikolas, an orphan boy in Lapland who 

repays the poor villagers who take him in by 

creating presents for them.  Later, Nikolas, played 

as an adult by the always-dependable Hannu-

Pekka Björkman, is forced to seek employment 

with a taciturn craftsman, Iisakki (Kari Väänänen), 

who eventually becomes his confederate in 

preparing gifts for delivery.  All this is threatened, 

however, with an unhappy interruption in their 

relationship. 
 

The screenplay for Joulutarina is credited to Marko 

Leino, whose excellent work was on view in the 

September “Films from Finland” selection, 

Tummien perhosten koti (Home of 

Dark Butterflies).  Director Juha Wuolijoki, whose 

work has been primarily in television, has earned 

plaudits for his skillful telling of this story with a 

large and well-known cast, including Björkman and 

Minna Haapkylä, both seen in October’s film, Raja 

1918 (The Border)  Another of the many strengths 

of Joulutarina is its look.  Beautifully shot on 

location in Kittilä by cinematographer Mika 

Orasmaa, who won a Jussi for his work, this film 

exudes an authentic winter environment.  

Audiences see real snow, not Styrofoam. 
 

Joulutarina is itself a gift for the entire family.  Its 

Finnish rating of K-3 (PG) makes it appropriate for 

virtually all ages.  Unlike some versions of this film, 

this is in Finnish with English subtitles, not 

dubbing.  The film is 83 minutes in length. 
 

Typically, a $5.00 donation is requested from all at 

the door; however, for this holiday film, children 

will be invited to attend without any expectation 

of a donation. 
 

“Films from Finland” is a series sponsored by 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter as part of its 

mission to cultivate an understanding of Finnish 

culture. 

Gary London 

Can you sing? Want to be in a musical play?  
 

Come and audition for smaller parts in the “Troublemaker's Mother” if you can commit 

to 4-5 singing rehearsals in January and 3-4 evening rehearsals each week of February.  

The auditions will take place on Saturday, Dec 19th, 11am-2pm at the Finnish Lutheran 

Church.  Bring 16 bars of a song of your choice and be prepared to read from the script 

provided to you at the audition.    

Please call or email Rita Vermala-Koski to be put on the audition list.   

Telephone (206) 363-0225 or koskeni@aol.com 
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All  Wednesday films are at 7:30 p.m. and all Friday films are at 2:00pm in the 
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   

December 23  Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve.  This bright and colorful holiday feature was the 
most-seen movie in Finland following its release.  Bring the entire family to this one.  
 

January 27/29. Putoavia enkeleita (Falling Angels), 2008, 96 minutes, K-13.  
This movie offers a window into the life of Helena Viita (Elene Levee), the daughter of two famous 
Finnish writers, Aila Merenluoto and Lauri Viita, played by Elina Knihtilä and Tommi Korpela. 
All three were honored with Jussi Awards for their work in this rich and complex family drama. 
 

February 24/26.  Hurmaava joukkoitsemurha (A Charming Mass Suicide), 2000, 113 minutes, S. 
Two men who have chosen to commit suicide accidentally meet and decide to form a suicide 
association to provide peer support for self-destructive people in this film adaptation of a novel by 
internationally-successful Arto Paasilinna.  Part mass road trip, part satire, all provocative. 
 

March 24/26.  Varjoja paratiisissa (Shadows in Paradise).  1986, 71 minutes, K-3. 
This Aki Kaurismäki classic offers a romantic story with the director’s typical dark humor. 
Kaurismäki regulars Kati Outinen and Matti Pellonpää play a supermarket check-out clerk and a 
lonely garbage man who find each other.  Jussi winner for Best Film in 1987. 
 

April 28/30.  Kulkuri ja joutsen (The Swan and the Wanderer), 1999, 113 minutes, K-3. 
Finns made a huge box office success of this film about beloved singer/songwriters Tapio Rautavaara 
(Tapio Linoja) and Reino Helismaa (Martti Suosalo).  In addition to charting the rise of these two 
celebrities, this film also reveals much about Finland in the years after the war.   
 

May 26/28.  Elää ja palaa (You Live and Burn), 2007, 69 minutes, K-3. 
Writer/director Iiris Härmä offers a documentary view of growing up part of the Roma minority in 
modern-day Finland.  Viewers peek into a year in the life of a young brother and sister searching for 
their identity and a mother trying to help and support them. 
 

June 23/25.  Umur, 2002, 102 minutes, S.  
Based on a novel by Petter Sairanen, this film tells a simple, but profound, tale of a soldier who falls 
in love with the mysterious Umur of the title, only to find her coming in and out of his life, bearing a 
painful secret.  An incredibly beautifully-captured northern Lapland is the setting. 
 

July and August.  Contact Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org. 
 

September 22/24.  Suden vuosi (The Year of the Wolf), 2007, 95 minutes, K-13. 
In this film by award-winning director Olli Saarela and drawn from a novel of the same title, a 
talented but introverted student meets an older lecturer and finds in him a similar remoteness.  The 
two of them seek to forge a relationship as those around them doubt their compatibility. 
 

October 27/29.  Postia Pappi Jaakobille (Letters to Father Jacob), 2009, 75 minutes, K-7. 
Director Klaus Härö, whose films have been among the most popular in this series, continues his 
success with this touching story of a blind priest (Heikki Nousiainen) who hires a released convict 
(Kaarina Hazard in a breakthrough performance) to tend his household and read his mail. 
 

November 24/26.  Itsenäinen Suomi (Independent Finland), 2007, 90 minutes, S. 
This documentary, written by Antti Tuuri, views the evolution of the sovereign Finnish nation through 
the eyes of Aino, born in 1917 – the year Finland gained its independence. Unique, authentic materials 

(Continued on page 8) 

       Films from Finland 

2009-2010 
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from the Finnish Archives add to the strength of this stirring tribute, just in time for Finland’s 93rd 
birthday. 
 

December 22.  Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, 79 minutes, S. 
This pre-Christmas treat is about Risto, a ten-year-old boy who likes to play drums but finds his 

attentions divided when Nelly moves into his building.  Risto’s life is complicated when he is put in the 

care of a relative whose drive for cleanliness and order threatens his passion for his drums.  Nelly stands 

by him. 

           ~Gary London 

(Continued from page 7) 

Page  8  

December 2009/January 2010 FFSC Newsletter 

Please note, the deadline for the February  ‘10 / March ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the February  ‘10 / March ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the February  ‘10 / March ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the February  ‘10 / March ‘10     

Edition of the Newsletter is January15, 2010.Edition of the Newsletter is January15, 2010.Edition of the Newsletter is January15, 2010.Edition of the Newsletter is January15, 2010.    

All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed     

as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor.     

‘Troublemaker’s Mother’ Has First Reading 
A small but very 
enthusiastic group gathered 
at the intimate Sandbox 
theater collective on Queen 
Anne Hill on November 9 
to listen as director Lori 

Larsen ran a cast of professional actors through a 
first reading of The Troublemaker’s Mother. 
 

This musical play has been adapted from The 
Kalevala by Nick Di Martino, who did similar work 
with The Sampo, the hit of the 1999 Seattle Finnfest.  
Re-joining the creative team of Di Martino and 
Larsen from that decade-old production is 
composer Kim Douglass, who was on hand at the 
Sandbox to perform and play some original music 
for Troublemaker. 
 

Response from the few invited guests and the 
actors was highly positive.  Representing Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter was President Rita 
Koski, with husband Al, and Immediate Past 
President Gary London.  FFSC is producing The 
Troublemaker’s Mother, with the support of the 
Finnish Choral Society, whose president, Eva 
Männistö, and husband, Heikki, were also in 
attendance.  The FCS, which has for years 

sponsored a Kalevala Day celebration, will forego 
that event in 2010 in favor of performances of 
Troublemaker. 
 

Like The Sampo, Di Martino’s more recent 
adaptation is faithful to the story and the spirit of  
The Kalevala, but in re-telling the exploits of 
“wanton lover boy” Lemmenkäinen and his 
relationship to his loving and long-suffering 
mother, he utilizes a language much more 
accessible to a broad, modern audience.  And while 
the tale retains the classic elements of tragedy – 
pride, passion, betrayal, violence, and death, Di 
Martino has found a way to mine the veins of 
humor beneath the somber surface. 
 

One of the observers at the first reading of The 
Troublemaker’s Mother found modern meaning in this 
21st century take on an ancient rune.  For him, 
Lemmenkäinen is like a rock star – adored and 
arrogant, irresistible and unrestrained, vain and 
needy.  Those who see the finished product can 
draw their own conclusions.   Performances are 
scheduled for the evenings of Friday, February 26, 
and Saturday, February 27, with matinees on 
Saturday and Sunday, February 28.   Ticket 
information is found on the facing page. 
    Gary London 
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A University of Idaho professor 

may be able to help Pacific 

Northwest communities prepare for 

the future by exploring how 

communities in Northern Europe 

are coping with the effects that 

climate change is having on their 

lifestyle as well as their local 

economies. 

Dr. Harley Johansen, professor 

and head of the geography 

department at the University of 

Idaho, recently secured a two year, 

$174,000 grant from the National 

Science Foundation to compare 

statistics and interview economic 

planners from 71 municipalities 

north of 65 degrees latitude.  The 

area for this study includes 

northern Norway, Sweden, Finland 

and northwest Russia. “These 

areas reflect the conditions of 

extreme latitude, a long history of 

permanent settlements, and a 

variety of government approaches 

to climate change and rural 

development,” Dr. Johansen said.   

“The geographic clock in northern 

Scandinavia and northwestern 

Russia is off kilter. Everything from 

animal migration patterns to 

freezing and thawing are changing. 

While that sounds scary, climate 

change offers opportunities,” 

Johansen said during a KPLU 

Public Radio interview by Doug 

Nadvornick. 

“The Nordic countries at this 

latitude are way ahead of anyone 

else in the world in terms of 

government programs to help 

local communities adapt to the 

economic effects of climate 

change,” said Johansen. “They’ve 

been feeling the impact of climate 

change for the past 25 years. I 

think we can learn a lot from their 

early work.” 

The study will compare and 

contrast base indicators such as 

population trends, urban 

accessibility, infrastructure, 

government support, and 

development strategies to find 

differences responsible for 

economic success. 

“Climate change already has 

impacted many species of local 

game, including polar bears and 

caribou. Local industries have 

been affected and agriculture has 

been altered by changing growing 

seasons, precipitation patterns, 

and temperature fluctuations; while 

rising waters have affected ocean 

currents and the fishing industry,” 

Johansen concluded from his 

observations during recent visits. 

Agricultural specialists in these 

Northern European communities 

are already looking into new types 

of crops to grow as well as 

expanding farm lands, dairy 

production and fur farming into 

new territories.  Perhaps Inland 

Northwest farmers may learn from 

the experiences of our northern 

neighbors. 

“Learning what questions to ask 

and which indicators are important 

may be key for future planning in 

America as the affects of climate 

change creep further south.”  

Johansen hopes this study is just 

the first of many as partnerships 

are being formed with colleagues 

around the world. 

“I’ve already been contacted by 

researchers at the Barents Institute 

in Norway, at NORDREGIO in 

Stockholm, and colleagues at 

Joensuu University in Finland to 

begin collaboration,” said 

Johansen. “They’ll collaborate on 

data collection, work with us on 

components of the municipality 

survey and add different 

dimensions to the problem at 

hand. This project will establish a 

basis for comparison among high-

latitude communities that will lead 

to further international 

collaboration and it should produce 

some useful models for rural 

communities in lower latitudes as 

they face the need to adapt to 

climate change effects on their 

local economies.”   

Dr. Johansen’s primary research 

areas at the University of Idaho 

have been: Adaptive Business 

Location, Survival, and 

Sustainability in Transitional 

Market Economies.  His specialties 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Inland Northwest  
Finlandia Foundation Member and 
University of Idaho Professor to 
Study Effects of  
Climate Change in Northern Europe 
 

By Don Heikkila   

Dr. Harley Johansen 



 

 

Table 1. Finland-Swedes in USA, 1910-2000. 

 
After years of trying to find data 
on the number of Finland-
Swedes in the United States, I 
recently discovered an 
invaluable website that provides 
just this information. Housed at 
the Minnesota Population 
Center at the University of 
Minnesota, interested 
individuals have free access to 
the Integrated Public Use 
Microdata Series (IPUMS). The 
Minnesota Population Center is 
one of the world's leading 
developers of demographic 
data resources, and provides 
population data to thousands of 
researchers, policymakers, 
teachers, and students. The 
best part is that all MPC data 
are available free over the 
internet! Visit the MPC 
homepage at http://
www.ipums.org/ 
 

 Several different data 
bases are available through 
IPUMS, but the one most 
appealing to researchers 
interested in the Finnish-
American population is IPUMS-

USA. This data base draws on 
every surviving United States 
census from 1850 to 2000 (with 
the exception of the 1890 
census, which was destroyed in 
a fire) and from the American 
Community Survey of 2000-
2007. The IPUMS provides 
consistent variable names, 
coding schemes, and 
documentation across all the 
samples, facilitating the 
analysis of long-term change.  
 

 For the first time, it is 
possible to obtain data on the 
number of Finland-Swedes 
within the United States from 
1910 to 2000. Unfortunately, 
the census did not ask about 
mother tongue or language in 
the 1950 and 1970 census 
years. Calculated by using the 
available online analysis 
functions, cross tabulations of 
Finnish born respondents who 
maintained a Swedish mother 
tongue (1910-1960) or speak 
Swedish (1980-2000), results in 
some surprisingly small 
numbers. Data can be specified 

for every state of the country, 
including county level for the 
1910-1930 period. 
Unfortunately data at the county 
level is not available for other 
census years. For such data, it 
appears that customized cross-
tabulations will be the only 
recourse, which would include 
a high cost.  
 

 The table below 
indicates the total number of 
Finland-Swedes (born in 
Finland with Swedish mother 
tongue/language) in the United 
States, along with the 
proportion of Finland-Swedes 
among the total Finland born 
population of the country for 
each census year. These 
numbers represent all members 
within a household, but 
successive generations who 
may have lost their identity and/
or language may be impossible 
to determine through statistics. 
It is hoped that much more data 
will be discovered through this 
invaluable resource. Enjoy! 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  

to assist in the publication of our newsletter 

New Information on Finnish Americans 
By Mika Roinila, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

Bethel College, Mishawaka, Indiana 

 1910 1920 1930 1940 1960 1980 1990 2000 

Total Finland-
Swedes 

16135 19789 17776 4887 10755 2620 1647 1402 

Total of all born 
in Finland 

126105 148058 143218 113694 64446 30240 23035 23199 

% of Finland-
Swedes 

12.8 13.4 12.4 4.3 16.7 8.7 7.1 6.0 

Source: http://usa.ipums.org/usa/ 
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We’ve all heard how high Finland 
is ranked in technology, music, 
education, and competitiveness, 
to name a few.  Now, along 
comes a study from the Legatum 
Institute that places Finland at 
the top of the list in a prosperity 
index.    
 

The index is based on “nine 
drivers of prosperity”, and while 
Finland does not rise to the first 
place in any, its overall score 
earns it the top spot.   It comes 
out in second place in “Safety 
and Security” and 
“Governance”, just behind 
Norway and Denmark 
respectively.  In “Education” it 
also falls just below Norway and 
Denmark.  In all the remaining 
categories – “Economic 
Fundamentals”, 
“Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation”, “Democratic 
Institutions”, “Health”, 

“Personal Freedom” and 
“Social Capital”, Finland 
ranks between fifth and 
tenth.  In other words, 
among the 104 countries 
surveyed, it is in the top 
ten for all indicators.   
 

While four of the five top
-performing countries are 
Nordic, with Switzerland 
the only interloper, all 

except Finland fall below the top 
ten in certain cases.  For 
instance, Norway, which has 
more first places than any other 
at three, falls down in 
“Economic Fundamentals” and 
“Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation.” 
 

At this point, readers may well 
be asking, “But what is the 
Legatum Institute?”  Founded in 
2006, Legatum (akin to “legacy”, 
meaning a gift provided to 
others without charge) is a 
privately-owned, international 
investment organization based in 
Dubai.  The Legatum Institute is 
one of the five branches of the 
organization; its stated purpose 
is “independent research, policy 
and advocacy” to promote 
“political, economic and 
individual liberty in the 
developing and transitioning 
world.”  
 

Since 2007, the Legatum 
Institute has published an annual 
prosperity index.  According to 
the Institute’s own publicity, 
this is “the world’s only global 
assessment of wealth and 
well-being.”   Previously, Finland 
came in at eighth place in 2007 
and tied for second in 2008.  
Other Nordic countries had fared 
less well in 2008, though 
Norway, Sweden and the United 
States had tied for first place a 
year earlier.  Comparatively, the 
US fell to sixth place in 2008 and 
to ninth place this year.  The 
major drag on its prosperity is 
“Health”, in which category it 
ranks 27th. 
 

The Legatum Institute makes a 
point that prosperity is more 
than a function of wealth. The 
most prosperous countries, it 
avers, are not necessarily those 
with the highest Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), “but those who 
have happy, healthy and free 
citizens.” Much of the response 
to Finland’s top 2009 position 
focuses on the extent to which 
Finns are happy.  One skeptical 
respondent reminded readers of 
Finland’s relatively high suicide 
rate.  Being Number One 
apparently invites contrary 
views.    

Artist - Peter Sharpe 
© Zazzle.com 

FINLAND HAS  

THE MIDAS TOUCH 
 

By: Gary London 

include business location decisions, transition economies, rural development, demography, and post-

socialist foreign investment. From 2003-2005 he served as a Fulbright Senior Specialist at Joensuu 

University, Finland. His duties there were to advise PhD students about their research design and analytical 

methods.  They were working on projects related to transition and development in Russia, Hungary, and 

Finnish Karelia. He is currently Professor and Head of the Department of Geography, University of Idaho 

since 1981. His degrees are from the University of Wisconsin, Ph.D., l974; MS, 1969 Wisconsin State 

University, BA, l967.  His resume includes an impressive list of research projects from the time he started at 

the University. 

As if Harley did not have enough to do, he helps his wife Nancy and son Peder operate Johansen Textiles 

on weekends in an old store at Mullan, Idaho, where they specialize in weaving Finnish Style Rugs and wall 

hangings.  Nancy, who was already an accomplished weaver, and Peder took weaving lessons in Joensuu 

while Harley was working on his projects at the University.  Nancy also served as Governor John Evans 

North Idaho Representative during his term of office and later served as a Latah County Commissioner.  

Their daughter, Ingrid, and grand-daughter, Johanna, live in Minneapolis. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
    
    
    

    

Condolences toCondolences toCondolences toCondolences to    
    
 

The City of Vaasa, which recently celebrated its 
400th birthday has accepted the honor of 
becoming the First Finnish City of Friendship to 
the City of Bellingham 
of Washington State 
and the first Finnish 
friendship city in the 
State of Washington. 
 

Vaasa, as known, 
was the capital of 
Finland for a short 
period of time during 
the Finnish Civil War in 
1918. Vaasa also 
played a major role in 
liberating Finland with 
Mannerheim during this 
tumultous period in the 
Finnish history. 
 

Vaasa is situated on 
the west coast of Finland and is the city of most 
sunshine in the country. The City has its own 

University and has five friendship cities in 
Europe and now the first one in America. 
 

Many cultural exchanges have taken place 
between Bellingham 
and Vaasa within past 
five years. The City 
orchestra of Vaasa 
recently visited the 
Pacific Northwest and 
Mt Baker Toppers, a 
local barbershop choir 
has sent various 
groups to Vaasa choir 
festivals, which are 
held in the middle of 
May annually. Future 
cultural visits by both 
cities are in the plans 
for 2010-2011 as well. 
 

 Article & Photo Submitted By: Tapio Holma 
 Vaasa Chair of 
 Bellingham Sister Cities Association 

THE CITY OF VAASA BECOMES  
THE FRIENDSHIP CITY TO BELLINGHAM WASHINGTON 

Presentation of the Standard of Vaasa to Bellingham 
Pictured l-r: Professor Martti Tiiainen of the University of Vaasa, Erkki Mendelin, Chair and 
Executive Director of Vaasa Choir Festival, Markku Lumio, the Mayor of the City of Vaasa and 
Markku Kanervikkoaho of Blaine Washington, Events Coordinator for American visiting 
Choirs from Bellingham and Whatcom County. 

Bertha  Hanberg Elo 
 

Arthur  Heino 

Mikko  Pekonen 
 

Richard  Perrault 
Helli  Tetri  

Grace Pesiö Heino, in the loss of her husband 
 

John Pekonen, in the loss of his father 
 

Edna Pahnila Perrault, in the loss of her husband 
 

Eero Tetri, in the loss of his wife 

FFSC Newsletter December 2009/January 2010 



 

 

Nordic-B^ltic Centenni^l O^k Grove Ceremony  
On September 26, 2009 a circle of eight oak trees 
was planted on the University of Washington campus 
to celebrate the one-hundred year anniversary of 
the Department of Scandinavian Studies, and fifteen 
years of Baltic Studies at the UW. The following 
keynote speech was delivered at the ceremony by 
Stephen Hanson, University of Washington Vice 
Provost for Global Affairs. 
 

It’s such an honor to be with you all today at this 
incredible moment:  One hundred years of 
Scandinavian Studies at the University of 
Washington!  I’ve been lucky enough to be Vice 
Provost of Global Affairs since January this year.  
And before that, I worked in the Ellison Center for 
Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies in 
the Jackson School, where I’ve gotten to know 
quite a number of people in Scandinavian Studies 
and in the community.  And so personally, it’s a 
very important moment for me, to be able to play 
some small role in the celebration, as we’ve all 
worked hard to build something this beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of building the University of 
Washington’s Office of Global Affairs is a real 
pleasure and honor.  We have such a strong 
foundation on which to build, one that’s 
unparalleled in the world.  Let me give you some of 
the statistics about the whole university in world 
affairs—maybe you know this already, and maybe 
you don’t—because they’re really quite 
extraordinary: 
 

We’ve been rated most recently as the number 16 
global university in the world, by Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University, in a respected global ranking of 
universities.  Just last month we were rated 
number four in the world by Science Watch for the 
impact of research citations over the last ten years.  
Of all universities in the world!  Harvard was 
number one, the Max Planck Society number 2, 
John Hopkins University number 3, University of 
Washington number four in the world, and—well, 
this place in Palo Alto, number five. Specifically on 

global affairs, again, we rank number one in a lot 
of things.  We are among the leaders in Global 
Health; we just had a big conference in Boston, 
sponsored by the National Institutes of Health, 
where UW President Emmert was one of the 
featured speakers—actually, he was the only public 
university president invited to be on the panel of 
presidents speaking about the future of global 
health in the country. 
 

We’re number one, three years running, in UW 
alumni who volunteer for the Peace Corps—three 
years running, which is really hard to do—beating 
out first the University of Wisconsin, Madison and 
then the University of Colorado, Boulder.  It shows 
the degree of public mindedness and global spirit 
that exists among the students and the graduates of 
this university. 
 

We’re number nine in the number of students we 
send abroad every year; right now, there are about 
2,200 students we’ve sent abroad, and by the time 
people graduate, about 25% of our undergraduates 
have had a chance to go abroad.  We’re likely to 
see even greater demand for that in the years 
ahead.  A large part of that is long term study 
abroad, including in Scandinavia and the Baltic 
States.  We have vibrant exchanges in every single 
one of the countries studied in Scandinavian 
Studies, and that accounts for some of the longer 
term stays that really create those ties—the 
cultural bonds, the language fluency, and historical 
understanding that we treasure so much. 
 

And we’re also number two in the country (I’m 
sorry to say, not quite number one, but number 
two!) for federal funding in regional studies and 
language studies through the Title VI National 
Resource Centers of the Jackson School.  
Scandinavian Studies plays an active role in several 
of those centers:  Obviously the Center for West 
European Studies, and Russian, East European and 
Central Asian Studies, but also the Canadian Studies 
Center has been 

Seattle Area- Baltic and Scandinavian Honorary Consuls 
and University of Washington Assistant Professor of 
Baltic Studies 

Members of Seattle Katrilli pose at the 
designated “Finnish” oak tree  

Photo Submitted By: Marja Hall 
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Finlandia Foundation National (FFN) 2009 Grant 
recipient, Dr. Julene Johnson, came to the Seattle 
area in late October to interview local kantele 
players in connection with her Finnish Kantele 
Players on the West Coast project. Her aim is to 
document the current status of West Coast kantele 
players and transmit this cultural knowledge by 
creation of a digital audio archive of Finnish-
American kantele playing and oral histories for 
future generations. Dr. Johnson has a natural 
connection to the music of the kantele, being a 
descendant of immigrant kantele player, John 
Huhtala (1886-1969) and the niece of the leading 
scholar on Finnish-American kantele playing, 
Joyce Hakala. Despite the cultural importance of 
the kantele , there is remarkably little 
documentation of this musical tradition. The 
Livakat-Evergreen Kantele Ensemble members 
were delighted when Dr. Johnson asked them to 
participate in the research as they are all about 
preserving this cultural heritage that has been 
passed on from generation to generation. The 
location of this full day session was the beautiful 
home of FFN trustee, Satu Mikkola. On a beautiful, 
sunny day with incredible views of Puget Sound  
and watching a couple of loons swimming by, the 

kantele players took their 
turn at a well moderated  
and organized interview 
with Dr. Johnson. They 
told of their personal 
connection to the 

instrument; of how they had discovered their own 
particular playing technique; some committed to 
the traditional and others looking for more modern 
ways to make their kantele sing. It was a great way 
to spend a day and now we are looking forward to 
the final product which Dr. Johnson promises to 
share with us in the near future. 
    Submitted by: 
    Rita Vermala-Koski    
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Finlandia Foundation National® 
2009 Grant Recipient  
Visits the Seattle Area 

Gathered around the table taking a 
lunch break at the home of Satu 
Mikkola. Clockwise from left: Eva 
Männistö, Satu Mikkola, Velerie 
Blessley, Pirjo Caddy, Mirka 
Hokkanen, Julene Johnson and Rita 
Vermala-Koski 

Making Music 

Leif Erikson Memorial 
Several�years�ago�the�statue�of�Leif�Erikson,�that�had�long�overlooked�
the�Shilshole�Bay�Marina,�was�relocated�about�200�feet�and�mounted�
on�a�new�base.�A�plaza�was�constructed�around�it�that�features�a�circle�
of�rune-like�stones.�Some�of�these�stones�now�bear�metal�plates�with�
the�names�of�individuals�and�couples�who�have�
emigrated�from�the�Nordic�countries.��
The�Leif�Erikson�Foundation�has�pointed�out�
that�only�3%�of�the�names�recognize�immigrants�
from�Finland,�and�so�we�are�being�asked�to�
spread�the�word�in�hopes�of�attracting�more.�If�
you�would�like�to�add�your�name,�or�the�name�
of�a�friend�or�relative,�you�may�do�so�by�
completing�a�form�and�writing�a�check�for�$125.��
More�information�including�an�application�form�

may�be�found�on�the�foundation�website�leiferikson.org.�You�may�also�reach�the�
foundation�office�in�Ballard�by�dialing�206�778�1081.�
�
� � � � � � Photos�and�article�by:�Brad�Borland�
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FINNISH COMMUNITY 
B@Z@@R W@S 
BUZZING WITH 
@CTIVITY ON 
NOVEMBER 7 

Photos by:  
Cathy Perry and Noel Wannebo 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter was joined by a dozen other 
area Finnish organizations at the 31st annual bazaar at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum.  A steady stream of Finnophiles had congregated 
on a blustery autumn day to the warmth of the audtitorium, with a 
great array of colorful and practical gifts, as well as the aroma of 
pulla - cardamon loaves, pasties, pancakes and kahvi - coffee to 
satisfy holiday palates.  Ullakko's handmade wooden designs from 
Naselle added interest to the local organizations and their individual 
offerings.   Several attractive raffle baskets were available to test 
one's good fortune. 
As usual the event is a place to greet friends, and the smiling faces, 
hugs and salutations abounded.  Although there is no official 
accounting, perhaps five hundred Finns and friends of Finns did 
attend.  And did anyone speak with Ron Warne, radio emcee of the 
"Scandinavian Hour"?  Did he file through your area of the bazaar? 
The organizing Finnish American Heritage Committee was pleased 
with the participation of our community organizations.  Not only do 
we hope that you raised funds for your organization and its causes, 
but that you were able to enroll members, dancers, singers, 
volunteers and interested supporters for you as well. 
Volunteers who helped to set up tables, helped in the kitchen, 
served as cashiers, and aided in restoring the auditorium after the 
bazaar, you are all appreciated! 
Mark you calendars for the 32nd annual Finnish Community Bazaar 
on Nov. 6, 2010. 
Kiitoksia paljon from the Finnish American Heritage 
Committee:  Tuija Kaarrekoski, Liisa Mannery, Leo Utter, Benita 
Westerberg,and Norman Westerberg 
      ~Leo Utter 



 

 

Back l-r:Jukka Joensuu, Marja Hall, Sirkku Vasama, Rita Koski & Kaisa Saari 
Front l-r: Valerie Blessley, Wilho Saari, Satu Mikkola & Eva Männistö 

Commissioned sever^l ye^rs ^go, by the Liv^k^t K^ntele group, the K^ntelemessu 
music w^s composed by J^rkko Yli-@nn^l^ ^nd the lyrics written by @nn^-M^ri 
K^skinen, both of Finl^nd. It w^s premiered in @stori^, Oregon ^nd h^s since 
been ^ p^rt of church celebr^tions in Finl^nd ^nd the US@. The celebr^tion of 
K^ntelemessu h^s become ^n ^nnu^l tr^dition ^t the Finnish Luther^n Church 
(FLC) of Se^ttle. On September 27th FLC welcomed Jukk^ Joensuu, p^stor of 
Emm^us Finnish Luther^n Church of Burn^by BC, C^n^d^ to offici^te ^t  

this ye^r’s celebr^tion. 
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collaborating on polar issues, which are becoming 
more and more topical in an era of global warming.  
And the general Global Studies Center has been 
benefitting quite a lot from the expertise provided 
by Scandinavian Studies.  So, four of our eight 
federally funded centers for regional and language 
studies are piggybacking in part on the success of 
Scandinavian Studies.  It’s really an important 
component in the Jackson School of International 
Studies. 
 

And then let me conclude by saying that the 
Scandinavian Studies Department itself is number 
one in the country.  And we really are proud of that 
history:  One hundred years of support and success, 
from all of you here who made that achievement 
possible. 
 

So, when you go down the list of achievements and 
rankings at the University of Washington, you can 
see why my job is pleasurable and easy, because 
we’re already at the top of everything, and I can 
pretend to take credit for many of these things, 
and, hopefully, push us ever higher in the years 
ahead. 
 

This set of rankings leads us to reflect a bit on why 
we got here.  What is it that accounts for this 
record?  Because it didn’t just come from magic, or 
just from the beauty of the Seattle area.  What 
made this possible in every single case, for Peace 
Corps volunteers or excellence in international 
language study; excellence in study abroad, or 
global health issues—it’s the rootedness of this 
university in the support of the community, our 
global community here in the Puget Sound, which 
has supported what we do from the beginning, from 
the 1860s to the present. 
 

1909, a hundred years ago—not so long after my 
own great grandfather Nels Hanson made it from 
Sweden to Minnesota, at a time when Scandinavian 

Studies probably wasn’t at the top of people’s 
minds in most parts of the country—we had people 
in Seattle who had vision enough to see that this 
part of the world deserved its own set of experts on 
campus, its own bonds with the community that 
would provide language learning, that would 
provide the historical understanding, the political 
and economic research that would allow us to 
understand the influence of Scandinavia in the 
world, which has been so profound over the last 
century, and will continue to be in the years ahead. 
 

Whether you look at Scandinavian Studies, or across 
any of the area studies expertise at the University 
of Washington, whether it’s Asian Studies, whether 
it’s West European Studies, whether it’s African or 
Latin American Studies, we are increasingly 
benefitting from ties to the local groups in the 
Puget Sound who care about what we do on this 
campus, who support us in so many ways, and to 
whom we try to give back by trying to show up in 
the community, and making the university of 
Washington’s presence known.  And that’s why I 
like so much the symbolism of the tree planting as 
a way of celebrating this—because the trees are 
rooted in the soil here just in the way that 
Scandinavian Studies is rooted in this community, in 
this set of communities, whom we really love and 
appreciate so much. 
 

So as the next century goes by, we can watch these 
trees continue to flourish and grow in a way 
parallel to the children we just saw on the stage, 
are also going to grow up, learning the languages of 
the region, the music, the culture, the history, and 
generating another century of excellence in front 
of them. 
 

It’s a really inspiring prospect.  I’m really happy to 

have some tiny role in it, and very honored indeed 

to be here with all of you.   Thank you. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Photographs from FFSC Events 
Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community events are available for 

purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com.  A variety of different size prints can be ordered. All proceeds 
go to benefit Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to donate your 

FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at (206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 
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In their October meeting, the Board of 
Trustees of Finlandia Foundation National 
(FFN) selected Finn Hall band from 
Minnesota as the Finlandia Foundation 
National Performer of the Year (POY) for 2010. 
Finn Hall’s one-year POY term starts on 
January 1, 2010.  
 

Finn Hall is a group of musicians dedicated to 
preserving and performing the feel and 
sounds of the old Finn Halls. Their 
performance remains true to the original 
tunes – music of earlier generations – and also 
includes dance numbers of the mid 20th 
century, such as tangos and humppas. Dance 
music of other Nordic cultures is in their 
extensive repertoire, too.  
 

Finn Hall has gone back to the "old country" 
to learn traditional and contemporary dance 
music, at the same time deepening their 
personal connections with living musicians 
and the places from which band members 
trace their heritage. 
 

Finn Hall core members are: Al Reko – 
accordion and vocals, Dennis Halme – 
accordion, Cheryl Paschke – violin and 
nyckelharpa, and Ralph Tuttila – mandolin. 

Finn Hall friends, who regularly perform with 
the group, are Gordon Oschwald – bass, and 
Kip Peltoniemi – guitar. Also when available, 
Johanna Doty joins on violin. 
Finn Hall has been together as a band for over 
ten years. Frequent performers at FinnFests 
and Grand Fests in US and Canada, they 
have toured in Finland and performed at the 
Kaustinen International Folk Music Festival 
several times. Most recently, Finn Hall was 
featured at the FinnFest 09 cruise to Alaska. 
Finn Hall has produced two 
recordings;  Muistelmia (Reflections) in 2002 
and Tule Tanssimaan (Come Dance) in 2009. 
For further information go to their 
website:  www.finnhall.com 
Through the Finlandia Foundation National’s 
POY Travel Grant Program, Finn Hall is 
available for the Foundation’s chapter 
programs. 
For additional information, please contact Satu 
Mikkola, Coordinator of the Finlandia 
Foundation Performer of the year Program at 
satum@aol.com  
 

 Press release from: Finlandia Foundation 
 National Office 
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Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall Finn Hall             
 

Finlandia Foundation National® 
Performer of the Year 2010 

join katrilli at one of these events 

featuring the popular St. Lucia 

Processional 
DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    6,6,6,6,  Lucia processional, Katrilli performs, participatory family 

dancing, Swedish Cultural Center  11:00 a.m.    

December 12December 12December 12December 12, Katrilli presents Lucia, winter stories & participatory 

dancing for children, Seattle Children's Museum Festival of Lights, Seattle 

Center  1:00 p.m.       
 

Watch for Katrilli news from Yulefest, held November 21&22  

Photo by: Martin Ng 
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Welcome to the Finnish Choral Society’s 
 

Christmas Concert and Christmas Concert and   
Finnish Christmas TableFinnish Christmas Table  

  

December 19, 2009 – 5 PM 
at the Finnish Lutheran Church 

 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle 
 

Featuring Finnish and American Christmas Songs, Kantele 

Playing, Star Boys 
 

Traditional Finnish Christmas Table  
with ham and casseroles, coffee and pulla!  

 

Donation, including Christmas Food: 
adults - $13 in advance, $15 at the door, 
students $7, children 8 and under- free 

Advance ticket sales by Finnish Choral Society Choir Members 
or contact Eva Mannisto (425 455 5969), 

Mannisto.Eva@Ekono.com 

Tiesitkö, että sana “äiti” ei 

olekaan alkuperältään suomea, 

vaan se on lainasana? Mutta mistä 

kielestä se on lainattu ja milloin? 

Jos haluat saada vastauksen 

tähän ja muutamaan muuhun 

kysymykseen suomen lainasanoista ja suomalaisten 

kontakteista toisiin kieliin, niin tule kuuntelemaan 

esitelmää ja keskustelemaan aiheesta. 
 

Teemme matkan suomen kielen juuriin ja Suomen 

asutushistoriaan ja pohdimme sitä, millaisia uusia 

sanoja suomeen nykyisin tulee ja miksi ja 

tarvitseeko kieltä suojella muiden kielten 

vaikutuksilta. 
 

Esitelemän pitää University of Washingtonin suomen 

kielen ja kulttuurin vieraileva lehtori Aija Elg. 

Esitelmä on suomeksi. Tarjolla on paljon visuaalista 

materiaalia, joten puhetta on helppo seurata. 
 

Aika on sunnuntai 17. tammikuuta 2010 kello 12.00. 

Paikka on Finnish Lutheran Church: 8504 13th 

Avenue NW. 
 

Jos haluat, voit osallistua jumalanpalvelukseen 

alkaen kello 10.00. 
 

Tilaisuus on ilmainen ja ennen esitelmää on tarjolla 

kahvia ja pullaa, joten tule ajoissa! 
 

Did you know that the word "äiti" is not of Finnish 

origin, but that it is a borrowed word? But from 

which language it is borrowed, and when? If you 

want an answer to this and a few other questions; 

other borrowed Finnish words and the Finnish 

relationship to other languages, come listen to the 

presentation and discussion on the subject.  
 

We will explore the roots of the Finnish language 

and the  history of settlement in Finland, and we will 

look at what kind of new words are being integrated 

into the Finnish language today, and why, and 

whether the language should be protected against 

the effects of other languages. 
 

Visiting Lecturer of Finnish Language and Culture at 

the University of Washington, Aija Elg, will present 

this lecture in Finnish. There is a lot of visual 

material, so the program is easy to follow.  
 

When: Sunday, January 17, 2010, at 12:00. Where: 

Finnish Lutheran Church: 8504 13th Avenue NW 

Seattle 
 

All are welcome to the worship service starting at 

10:00.  
 

This event is free and coffee and pulla will be 

available before the presentation, so come early!  

    Ed. Trans. 
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Finnish Language Presentation and Discussion at  

Finnish Lutheran Church 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES WINTER TRIMESTER 2010 
 

Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 
8504 13th Avenue NW 

Seattle, WA 98117 

January 7 – March 11 (10 classes) 
 

Classes offered: 
1) Beginners’ Finnish 7:00-8:30 pm (Evan Wright) 
2) Intermediate Finnish 6:00-7:30 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
3) Reading and Conversation 7:30-9:00 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
 

 
NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. Registration is on first come first 
serve basis. Winter tuition is $87 and will be due upon registration. 

 
Student information 

 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

Name                                                         Email 
 

 ________________________________________________________________    
   Mailing address         City, zip 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
   Telephone                                                  Best time to call     
 

Beginner class □ Intermediate class □  Reading and conv. □ 
 
Payment amount; tuition $ _______  Membership $ _______, TOT. $ ______       
Check # ______      Payment date _____ 

 
Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to your instructor on first 
day of class.  
To reserve yourself a place at a course or to find more information, please contact Jenni Salmi at 
jenni.salmi@gmail.com at any time, or by phone 452-283-8870 (Jan 5 onward). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Are you a FFSC member yet? 

Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2010! 

 
Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr  Supporting $50/yr 

Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr   Lifetime $300 
** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Need ^ Christm^s Gift ide^>Need ^ Christm^s Gift ide^>Need ^ Christm^s Gift ide^>Need ^ Christm^s Gift ide^>    
    

Wh^t could be nicer th^n giving ^ gift 
of membership in the  

Finl^ndi^ Found^tion Se^ttle Ch^pter. 
 

See inside b^ck cover for membership 
inform^tion. 

   

Top Finnish Male Choir on West Coast Tour Next SpringTop Finnish Male Choir on West Coast Tour Next SpringTop Finnish Male Choir on West Coast Tour Next SpringTop Finnish Male Choir on West Coast Tour Next Spring  

Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL (in Finnish: 
Kauppakorkeakoulun Ylioppilaskunnan Laulajat) will 
conduct a two-week tour of the West Coast of United 
States and Canada between March 26th and April 11th, 
2010. KYL, one of the most famous male choirs in 
Finland, is the official choir of the Student Union in 
Helsinki School of Economics. 
 

The tour contains concerts in concert halls, universities 
and churches in Vancouver, Seattle, San Francisco, and 
Los Angeles, as well as a stopover show in Washington 
D.C. KYL will also perform in the town of Astoria, 
Oregon, which has a significant Finnish-American 
population. 
 

The concerts will include a variety of choral music from 
classical Finnish, European and American male choir 
compositions to contemporary pop and rock favorites. 
KYL is conducted by Matti Apajalahti, one of 
Finland’s foremost choir conductors. 
 

60 years of music 
 

The choir’s 35 members consist mostly of present and 
former students of Helsinki School of Economics. 
KYL has been an active participant in the Finnish 

music scene since 1949, performing traditional male 
choir music as well as modern and light music. KYL has 
also demonstrated its prowess in various Finnish and 
international choir competitions and has toured 
extensively around the globe. Previous tours took place 
in Spain (2009), China (2006), Germany (2003) Brazil 
(2002) and Ireland (2000).  
 

Helsinki School of Economics (HSE) is the largest and 
leading business school in Finland and a globally 
acknowledged and accredited player in management 
education. It is recognized for close ties with the 
business world, high-quality research and an open, 
international atmosphere conducive to learning and 
personal development. 
 

More information about the tour and the choir can be 
found in the choir’s official website, www.kyl.fi. 

West Coast Tour Information 

• March 27
th

 - Bellingham, Whatcom County 

Community College, SYRE Auditorium 7:30pm 

• March 28
th

 - Vancouver’s Emmaus Lutheran Church 

at Burnaby 1:00pm 

• March 30
th -

 Seattle concert at University of 

Washington 7:30pm 

• March 31
st
 - Portland, Oregon concert at Catlin 

Gable Performing Art Center 7:30pm 

• April 1st - Astoria Oregon at Liberty Theatre 

7:00pm 

• April 3
rd

 - University of California at Davis (time to 

be announced later) 

• April 4
th

 - A Mini Concert at Jacuzzi Winery 

Sonoma 3:00pm 

• April 6
th

 - Presbyterian Church in Palo Alto, 

California 7:30pm 

• April 7
th

 - Zipper Hall, Colburn School of Music Los 

Angeles downtown 7:30pm 

For further information on times and locations, please contact: 
Events Coordinator, Tapio Holma, Mt. Baker Talent Agency  
360 714 8600  
            ~Information Courtesy of: Mikko Leppänen & Tapio Holma 

Photo Source: www.kyl.fi 
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Well, every time we put together a set list, I 
wind up with a 90% Finnish Program. You 
may have heard us at St. Urho's or playing 

during coffee hour at the Finnish Church. You may have seen 
us with Katrilli, or at Yulefest or at the pancake breakfast at 
the Swedish Cultural Center. We have also performed at 
Finnfest for the last couple of years, doing the evening 
dance in Astoria for Midsomar last year. 
We have hosted Pekka Pentikäinen and Perttu Paappanen 
for Finnfest and Folklife several years in a row. They are 
fabulous Musicians, playing both on Accordion, but Perttu 
also plays the fiddle equally well. Speaking of, we have also 
performed at Folklife every year since 1991 and done 
several Folklife Benefit events.  
 

We love the Humppas, Waltzes, Shottishes and Tangos! We 
enjoy our performances with Katrilli, and we hope you can 
look us up at Yulefest, Finnfest or Tivoli as well as the 
pancake breakfasts which are held at the Swedish Cultural Center the 1st Sunday of every month 
except September where they have it on the 2nd Sunday due to Labor Day weekend. Folk Voice 
Duo will also perform at an Italian Restaurant called Picolino's in Ballard every other Monday 
from 6-9pm, you can find the link on our website. We will be performing for New Years Eve 
In Astoria, at the Cannery Pier Hotel, please see local newsletters and our website for details. 
You can find our link on the FinnsNW Website http://www.finnsnw.com/ or at  
http://folkvoiceband.com !  
 

Oh yes, we also perform at a lot of the Retirement Communities in the Pacific Northwest,  
and we love doing schools. If anyone knows of a venue and has an Event, they need live music for 
please let us know. We do Birthdays, Weddings, Anniversaries or any other special events you 
may have. We come in Duo, Trio or Ensemble. We can be anything from background Music to full 
dance band sound. 
 

Philip and Birgit also teach the instruments they perform, Piano, Accordion, Mandolin, Recorder, 
and Guitar. Thank you all for your support in the past and future.  
We are looking forward to having Pekka and Perttu back in the Pacific Northwest for Midsomar 
and or Finnfest in 2010 and we hope to see you at some of our events in 2010 ! 
 

For bookings or lesson information, visit our website or call Birgit and Philip Ages For bookings or lesson information, visit our website or call Birgit and Philip Ages For bookings or lesson information, visit our website or call Birgit and Philip Ages For bookings or lesson information, visit our website or call Birgit and Philip Ages 
atatatat    206206206206----368368368368----9720972097209720            

 

Who is The Folk Voice Band? 

Finnish American Heritage Committee Items for Sale 
Lukemista – Reading for a wintry evening 

• Practical Dreamers – history of Sointula, B.C. Malcolm Island’s Finnish founders to the present.  Illustrated.  

Bibliography. 246 pgs. $30 

• Poetry Collections of Helmi (Huttunen) Kortes-Erkkilä of Vancouver WA whose 609 writings includes 

“Finns and Poems in Finn” in 32 sectional topics.   140 pgs.  $15 

• The Legend of St. Urho – History, sites, recipes, songs and games for March 16.  111 pgs.  $16 
Vaatetusta - Clothing for a “cool” Finn   

 ”Minä olen sisukas suomalainen” Larger sizes only:    
Sweatshirts  $23,  Teeshirts  $14 

Finland – USA - Flag Lapel Pins   $5 
Finnish American Heritage Committee 

Leo Utter, 13000 Linden Ave. No. #733 
    Seattle WA 98133   206 832 1824 

utterl@yahoo.com  
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RecipesRecipesRecipes   
Perunalanttulaatikko (Potato and Rutabaga 
Casserole)  
 

2 lbs  potatoes, peeled and diced   
2 tsp. salt, divided  
1 lb rutabaga, about 1 medium, peeled and diced  
1/4 cup flour  
2 eggs, beaten  
½ cup half and half  
¼ c. dark corn syrup 
2 tbsp. brown sugar 
½ tsp. ground allspice 
½ tsp. ground nutmeg 
½ tsp. ground ginger 
¼ tsp. ground white pepper  
1/4 cup fine dry breadcrumbs 
2-3 tbsp. melted butter  
 
Put the potatoes and rutabagas in a large pot and cover them with water. Add 1 teaspoon salt. Heat to boiling 
and cook for 25 minutes or until tender. Drain, mash, and then beat with an electric mixer until the potatoes 
and rutabagas are smooth and fluffy. Beat in the flour, eggs, remaining salt, seasonings and half and half. 
Preheat oven to 350°F. Butter a 3-quart shallow baking dish. Turn the mixture into the dish. Using a spoon, 
spread out the mixture, making indentations in the top of the casserole. Drizzle with the butter and sprinkle 
with the bread crumbs. Bake uncovered for 1 hour, or until lightly browned.  
 
Porkkanalaatikko (Carrot Casserole) 
 

1 c. cooked rice  
2 c. milk  
3 c. carrots, shredded  
1 tsp salt  
2 tbsp dark brown sugar  
2 eggs, beaten  
3 tbsp butter, melted  
1/2 c. cracker crumbs 
 
Combine the rice, milk, carrots, salt, sugar and eggs. Pour into a well-greased 1 1/2 quart casserole dish. 
Combine butter and cracker crumbs. Sprinkle crumb mixture over casserole. Bake at 350°F for 1 hour and 15 
minutes or until the top is lightly browned and the center is set. 
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Recipe From: Taina 
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Need Books? Want Books? 
Richard Impola is closing his book business and will send books to anyone requesting them for the cost of mailing. If you are 
interested in having these books, please email Richard at impolar@newpalz.edu to check availability of books you are 
interested in and to provide your information. Besides copies for the library or for sale, these books might be used for raffles, or 
as gifts etc.  

Kalle Päätalo  
 

OUR DAILY BREAD 
BEFORE THE STORM 
STORM OVER THE LAND 
AFTER THE STORM 
THE WINTER OF THE BLACK SNOW 
 

Tauno Yliruusi 
 

HAND IN HAND 

Juhani Aho 
 

JUHO 
 

Antti Tuuri 
 

THE WINTER WAR 
 

Eeva Joenpelto 
 

THE BRIDE OF LIFE 
RICH AND RESPECTED 



 

 

Sylvias julvisa 
Och nu är det jul i min äskade 
Nord,  
är det jul i vårt hjärta också?  
Och ljusen de brinnapå rågade 
bord,  
och barnen i väntan stå.  
Där borta i taket, där hänger 
han än,  
den bur, som har fångat min 
trognaste vän,  
och sången har tystnat i 
fängelseborg,  
o, vem har ett hjärta för 
sångarens sorg.?  
 
Och stråla, du klaraste stärna i 
skyn,  
blicka ned på min älskade 
Nord!  
Och när du går bort under 
himmelens bryn,  
välsigna min fäderejord!  
I blommande vårar på gyllene 
strand,  
var finnes ett land som mitt 
fädernesland?  
För dig vill jag sjunga om 
kärlek och vår  

så länge din 
Sylvias 
hjärta slår. 
 
 

Sylvian joululaulu 

Ja niin joulu joutui jo taas 

Pohjolaan 

joulu joutui jo rintoihinkin. 

Ja kuuset ne kirkkaasti luo 

loistoaan 

jo pirtteihin pienoisihin. 

Mut ylhäällä orressa vielä on 

vain 

se häkki mi sulkee mun 

sirkuttajain, 

ja vaiennut vaikerrus on 

vankilan; 

oi, murheita muistaa ken vois 

laulajan! 

 

Sä tähdistä kirkkain, nyt 

loisteesi luo 

sinne Suomeeni kaukaisehen! 

Ja sitten kun sammuu sun 

tuikkeesi tuo, 

sä siunaa se maa muistojen! 

Sen vertaista toista en mistään 

ma saa, 

on armain ja kallein mull' ain' 

Suomenmaa! 

Ja kiitosta sen laulu soi 

Sylvian 

ja soi aina lauluista 

sointuisimman. 
     Käännös M.Korpilahti 

Sylvia's Christmas Song 
And now it is Christmas in my 
lovèd north, 
Is it Christmas as well, in the 
heart? 
And bright Christmas candles 
do spread their light forth, 
To each little cabin and 
hearth. 
But up in the rafters there 
hangs high above, 
The cage that imprisons my 
soul's turtledove; 
And quiet are now all the 
prisoners' groans, 
But oh, who pays heed to a 
prisoner's moans? 
 
Oh shine you, the brightest of 
stars in the sky, 
On my Finland so far, far from 
here; 
When finally your light in the 
darkness doth die, 
Oh, bless you that land, oh so 
dear! 
I never will find one of equal 
worth, 
My dearest will always be my 
land of birth; 
My country to praise, I sing 
Sylvia's song; 
It e'er will remain as a song 
pure and strong. 
 

Tr. Anniina Jokinen 

Music for Christmas… 
Sylvia's Christmas Song is often referred to as one of the most 
beautiful Finnish Christmas songs. The words to this beloved song 
were composed by writer (of novels and children’s stories) and 
history professor Zachary Topelius (1818-1898).  He was inspired to 

write the poignant tune while in Italy during Christmas, and badly missed his 
homeland. The accompanying music was composed by the writer and composer Karl 
Collan (1828-1871).  
 The original is in Topelius' mother tongue, Finland's Swedish, and was soon translated 

into Finnish. There is a third stanza that refers specifically to Italy that is most 

commonly omitted when performed by or for Finns. 
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Don’t forget to let us know if your 
address changes !! 

The FFSC is charged by 
the Post Office for all 

returned mail. 

 

Finnish Luther^n Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA   98117  

Regarding church matters, please call: 
Heikki Mannisto 425 603 0517 
Kerttu Juntila  253 904 8700 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 
 

 
Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM. 
FLC Bible Studies &Sunday School: 
Please contact Church for details.  

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo 
and soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them 
to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
”He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.”  
          Proverbs 19:17 

Pastors –  Vistiting pastors Tom Kangas,  
            Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri 

Page  26 

December 2009/January 2010 FFSC Newsletter 



 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

                       Supporting $50   Lifetime $300 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  

FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 3 for details) 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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� New / Returning Member 
� Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

� Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.     

See our website at: http://www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 

    Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 

     Address Service Requested 

 

Pheasant on the Grounds of  
Helsinki University of Technology 
Photo By: John L. Redfern III 


