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Calendar 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864) 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle    

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that 
have been reported to us. And if not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available 

 

FinnFest US@ 2009 will ^ctu^lly le^ve on ^ 
cruise ship from Se^ttle to @l^sk^  the 
week of M^y 17 to M^y 24. 

 

For inform^tion on costs ^nd ^ccommod^tions, www.finnfest2009.com. The offici^l org^nizing Cruise 
M^sters ^gency c^n be re^ched ^t 800-848-7120.  

Feb. 1  Deadline for FFN Grants & Scholarships   

Feb. 14  Ystävänpäivä (St. Valentine's Day)- Don't forget your Sweetheart!   

Feb. 15 2pm Pekka and Perttu perform at the Town Hall Accordi-O-Rama II Show. 

Visit: http://www.townhallseattle.org for more info. 
 Downtown Seattle 

Feb. 15 7-9pm Pekka and Perttu perform as part of Spelmanslag    SCC 

Feb. 17 7pm Nordic Heritage Museum annual meeting   NHM 

Feb. 18 4:30pm Professor of Ethnology Laura Stark (University of Jyvaskyla) will give 
a public lecture on "Alternative conceptions of body and gender in 
19th-century Finnish magic narratives."  Contact 

kuisma@u.washington.edu 

 UW Seattle Campus /
Room: Communications 

202 

Feb. 21  Pekka and Perttu performance  SCC 

Feb. 24  Laskiaistiistai (Shrove Tuesday)   

Feb. 25  Tuhkakeskiviikko (Ash Wednesday)   

Feb. 25 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: "Aavan meren tällä puolen" (Kid)  SCC 

Feb. 25 7:30pm Rick Steves' Scandinavia program. Call for reservations for earlier 

dinner with Rick Steves, 206 789 5707  
 NHM 

Feb. 28  Kalevalan päivä (Kalevala Day)   

Mar. 1 2pm 33rd Annual Kalevala Day Festival  NHM 

Mar. 8 2am Daylight Saving Time begins. Turn your clocks ahead one hour!   

Mar. 15  FFSC Newsletter Deadline   
Mar. 17  St. Patricks Day    

Mar. 20  Kevätpäiväntasaus (Vernal Equinox) Spring is Here!   
Mar. 25 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: "Jadesoturi" (Jade Warrior)  SCC 

Mar. 29  Kesäaika alkaa (Summer time (BST) starts in Finland, +1 hour)   

Apr. 3 7pm Professor Lee Sather from Weber State University lectures on the 
topic "From Swedish Finland to Russian Grand Duchy: Finland 1780 to 

1815" for the Nordic Study Circle lecture series  

 Gig Harbor Public   

Library 

May 17-24  FinnFest 2009    



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

 

The term for board members runs from July 1 to 
June 30. 

 

President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 

Email: koskeni@aol.com 

 

Vice President, Satu Mikkola  

Email: SatuM@aol.com 

 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  

Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com 

 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: Rally2007@comcast.net  

 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 

 

Members-at-Large * 

Babak Amir Parviz (2nd year of term) 

Steve Crary (1st year of term) 

Tapio Holma (2nd year of term) 

Cathy Perry (2nd year of term) 

JoAnne Rudo (1st year of new term) 

Mia Spangenberg (2nd year of term) 

Sirkku Vasama (1st year of new term) 

Matt Wirkkala (1st year of new term) 

 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year, 
staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 

 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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I wish you all a Happy 
and Prosperous New 
Year 2009! 
   And a happy New Year it is for 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter. After taking some time off 
from our board, Fran Whitehill is 
returning as our Treasurer. 
Welcome back Fran! 
   The Independence Day Dinner 
Dance held in December at the 
Swedish Cultural Center was a truly 
fun event with special guests, 
Finlandia Foundation National POY 
2008 accordion duo, of Burt and Brent, providing 
some incredible music for both our listening and 
dancing pleasure. The Suomi Seura Medal of Merit 
was awarded to both Paula Linnala-Price and Heikki 
Männistö for their valuable promotion of Finnish 
culture in the USA. The FFSC President’s Award 
recipient was Satu Mikkola and the Vice-President’s 
Award was presented to Esko Männistö in 
recognition and appreciation of their support within 
the Finnish-American community here in the Pacific 
Northwest. A big thank you to the Finnish Choral 
Society and our guest speakers Lynn Wirta and Leo 
Utter for their participation in the program. Thank 
you also to Patty’s Egg Nest, Karoliina Kuisma and 
Al Koski for providing the door prizes. Matti Suokko 
informed the guests that he has been granted a 
leave of absence from his duties as Honorary Consul 
for Finland as he and his family are spending the 
next two years in Norway. 
   May I suggest a New Year’s resolution to 
participate in the many programs and events that 
will be offered this year? Here are but a few: 
 

FFSC Finnish Language Classes 
FFSC offering scholarships 
FFSC Films from Finland at SCC 
Visiting Finnish Professor lecture at 
UW 
Browse the Finnish Collection at the 
UW Libraries 
Finlandia Foundation National is 
offering scholarships and grants 
Finnish Choral Society 33rd Kalevala 
Day Festival Concert at NHM 
Worship services at the Finnish 
Lutheran Church 
Mostly Nordic Concert Series will 
feature a Finnish pianist at NHM 

FinnFest USA’09 guests visiting Seattle before the 
festival cruise in May 
A possible Finland Summer Festival in August 
The Finnish Community Bazaar 
Join one of the folk dance groups; Katrilli or 
Tanhuajat 
IDDD to commemorate Finland’s 92 years of   
independence and an opportunity to enjoy the 
talents of the FFN POY 2009, Terhi Miikki-Broersma 
There will be several other opportunities to 
celebrate Finnish culture and the FFSC Newsletter 
is your best source of information for dates and 
places of these events. 
   Our annual meeting on Wednesday, April 22nd, 
will again jointly feature a short business meeting 
with our Films from Finland series which has proved 
to be a popular combination. Your copy of “The 40 
Year History of FFSC” will be available at the 
meeting. Refreshments will be served and we hope 
to see as many of you as possible at this event. 

 

Rita Vermala-Koski 

President, FFSC 

President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
Hannah Peltola Ricketts  

 

Condolences toCondolences toCondolences toCondolences to    
Eivor von Hagel, Håkan Rudbäck and their families on the loss of Eivor and Håkan’s 

mother, Myrtley Rudbäck, of Kokkola Finland. 
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Who is the new FFSC Editor???Who is the new FFSC Editor???Who is the new FFSC Editor???Who is the new FFSC Editor???    
 

Allow me to introduce myself: 

My name is Taina Lindström-Redfern. My background is 
in business, marketing and customer relations. I have 
edited newsletters for a small non-profit group, as well 
as an online and hard copy newsletter for a popular day 
spa. I have strong ties to the Finnish community, as both of 
my parents were born in Finland and my father, while still 
living, maintained an active role in the Finnish 
communities in which he lived, and my mother continues 
to be a tireless source of energy and inspiration to the 
Finnish community. I am  married with three adult 
children: John, Christopher, and Christina (and a new son-
in-law) as well as a younger daughter, Katherine, who is a 
high school senior. I have been fortunate enough to be able to share my ancestry with my 
children through stories, food and in the case of two of my children– extended trips to 
Finland. I now look forward to enriching your lives (and in the process theirs!) with the 
information that we print in your newsletter. I hope to hear from the readers: suggestions, 
recipes, stories, photos. This truly is your newsletter and I hope to continue to reflect that.  
My e mail is ffsceditor@ymail.com and I look forward to hearing from you! 

       Take Care! 

       Taina 

�

UNITED�FINNISH�KALEVA�LODGE�

CELEBRATES�105�YEARS�
�
Seattle�Lodge�11�of�the�United�Finnish�Kaleva�Brothers�and�Sisters�celebrates�its�105th�anniversary�
after�their�monthly�membership�meeting�at�the�Nordic�Heritage�Museum�on�Feb.�8.�Although�mem-

bership�meetings�are�closed,�the�program�and�refreshments�are�open�to�friends�after�2�p.m.�
The�Seattle�Lodge�acknowledges�even�older�Lodge�2�at�Astoria,�Lodge�3�at�Fort�Bragg,�Lodge�9�at�
Aberdeen�and�Lodge�10�at�Eureka.�Other�lodges�are�located�at�Winlock,�Reedley,�Berkeley,�Portland,�

Hockinson�and�Longview.�
�

For�information�about�Lodge�11�activities�and�membership,�contact��
President�Lynn�Wirta�at��

206�763�7382.�

 
� � � � � � � Leo�Utter��
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The Arts    
   We are pleased to 
announce the 2009 season 
line-up of the Mostly Nordic 
Chamber Music Series. Artistic 
Director, Lisa Bergman has 
arranged for internationally 
and nationally acclaimed 
artists to perform in concert 
at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum in Seattle. Concerts 
will feature artistic influences 
from all five Nordic countries 
and will capture the magic of 
rarely heard masterpieces. 
This is a rare opportunity to 
sample exemplary Nordic 
chamber music– without 
buying an airline ticket! 
   Each of the concerts is 
followed by a smörgåsbord of 
gourmet Nordic delicacies 
from each of the five Nordic 
countries; Denmark, Iceland, 
Finland, Norway and Sweden. 
Admission to all Nordic 
Heritage Museum exhibits is 
free to concert-goers before 
each performance. A true 
bargain of cultural pleasures – 
and a series not to be missed! 
   Tickets may be purchased 
through the Nordic Heritage 
Museum by calling (206) 789-
5707, extension 10.  Single 
ticket prices are $40 for 
members, $45 for non-
members and $25 individual 

concerts only (excludes 
smörgåsbord) Season tickets 
for all five concerts are $165 
for members and $185 for 
non-museum members. Ticket 
price includes smörgåsbord 
the evening of the 
performance. 
 2009 Mostly Nordic Chamber 
Music Series Concert 
Schedule: 
NORWAY 
Sunday, February 1, 2009,  
4 pm 

Bassoon Bash! Arthur 
Grossman, Michel Jolivet and 
Paul Rafanelli, bassoonists. 
Lisa Bergman, pianist.This 
virtuoso program for three 
bassoons and piano is notably 
Norwegian! Johan Kvandal’s 
Legende, Op. 61; Harald 
Sæverud’s Autumn; Antonio 
Bilbao’s Sonata for Bassoon; 
Robert Rønnes’ Trio for Three 
Bassoons and Wolfgang 
Plagge’s Trio for Two 
Bassoons and Piano. And just 
for fun, Julius Weisenborn’s 
Trio for Bassoons and a rarely 
heard arrangement of Ravel’s 
Habañera will finish the 
program. 
ICELAND 

Sunday, March 22, 2009,  
4 pm  

Iceland Import  

Featuring Elfa Run 
Kristinsdottir, 
international award-
winning violinist from 
Iceland, and Deborah 
Dewey, American award 
winning pianist.The 
program includes works for 
violin and piano by Icelandic 
composers Jon Nordal, Haflidi 
Hallgrimsson and Jonas 
Tomasson as well as Robert 
Schumann’s Sonata No. 2. 
DENMARK 

Sunday, April 5, 2009,  
4 pm 

Splendor in Brass: Seattle 
Chamber Brass 

Toby Penk, trumpet; Joshua 
Gailey, trumpet; Josiah 
Boothby, French horn; Daniel 
Rossi, trombone and Jonathan 
Hill, tuba The Seattle 
Chamber Brass has 
established itself as one of 
Seattle's premier chamber 
ensembles. The program will 
include works by Danish 
composers.  Carl Nielsen’s 
Små Præludier; Mogens 
Andresens’ Three Norwegian 
Dances for Brass Quintet; 
Axel Jørgensen’s Brass 
Quintet; Dietrich Buxtehude’s 
Praeludium in D Minor and a 
host of brassy, toe-tapping 
favorites complete the mix! 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Nordic Heritage Museum presents Mostly Nordic! 
Chamber music of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden  

Five Sunday Afternoons at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Now in our 14th season! 
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2009 

February 25  Aavan meren tällä puolen (Kid), 2007, 83 minutes, K-11. 
This combination coming-of-age and road movie focuses on 12-year-old Kirsi (or “Kid”), who 
reluctantly leaves her home in Sweden for a summer trip to Karelia in the company of her mother, 
her mother’s friend and 13-year-old son.  Complications and revelations ensue.     
 

March 25  Jadesoturi (Jade Warrior), 2006, 101 minutes, K-11. 
An unusual blend of Finnish and Chinese mythology, shifting from modern-day Finland to ancient 
China, this film will not disappoint fans of such popular films as Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.  
Director/writer Antti-Jussi Annila makes an impressive debut. 
 

April 22  Colorado Avenue, 2007, 120 minutes, K-11.  
Based on a novel by Lars Sund, this Swedish-language film by Finnish director Claes Olsson is the 
immigrant story of Hanna, who finds success in late 19th century America, only to return to a chilly 
reception and to all manner of interpersonal challenges in her home town.  
     
May 27  Törni. Sotilaan tarina. (Törni: A Soldier’s Story) 2007, 58 minutes, K-3. 
Two documentaries on one bill, the first and longer of which is about Lauri Törni, a heroic figure in 
the Winter and Continuation War, who also found his way into the German SS and later into the 
United States Army and the Vietnam War, in which he was killed.  Spellbinding.      

(Continued on page 8) 

   The February selection for 
“Films from Finland” is one of 
the most under-rated films to 
come out of that country in 
recent years.  Aavan meren 
tällä puolen (Kid), a 2007 

release, turns out to 
be a sensitive and 
appealing 
combination of 
coming-of-age and 
road trip elements. 

            The “Kid”  of the 
English-language 

title is twelve-year-old 
Kirsi, who lives with her mother, 
Ester, as part of the Finnish 
minority in Sweden in the 1980s.  
Not fully assimilated or 
accepted into Swedish society, 
yet largely unacquainted with 
Finland, Kid finally feels some 
validation when she wins an 

essay contest that rewards her 
with a summer job with Radio 
Gothenburg.  Her plans are, 
however, badly upset when her 
mother insists that she 
accompany her on an 
automobile trip to her family 
home in northern Karelia.  To 
make matters worse, Ester’s 
friend and thirteen-year-old-son 
are to go along for the ride. 
Over the course of the trip, Kid 
has a number of unexpected 
experiences that help her to 
learn more than she could have 
imagined about life and love. 
   Aavan meren tällä puolen is 
written and directed by Nanna 
Huolman and is her first feature 
film. The ensemble cast is 
headed by Mia Sallinen as Kid 
and Milka Ahlroth as Ester.  The 
beauties of the Swedish and 

Finnish landscape are fully 
captured by cinematographer 
Rauno Ronkainen. 
   This 90-minute film will be 
shown on February 25 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Swedish Cultural 
Center.  It is in Finnish and 
Swedish, with English-language 
subtitles, and carries a rating of 
K-11 (approximately PG-13).   A 
$5.00 donation is requested at 
the door. 
   “Films from Finland” are 
shown at the SCC the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 
except July and August.  This 
series is sponsored by Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For a complete calendar of 
films, see: www.finnsnw.com/
FFSC/films.htm. 

~ By Gary London 

FEBRU@RY FEBRU@RY FEBRU@RY FEBRU@RY ‘ FILM FROM FINL@NDFILM FROM FINL@NDFILM FROM FINL@NDFILM FROM FINL@ND’  SHOULD H@VE WIDE @PPE@L SHOULD H@VE WIDE @PPE@L SHOULD H@VE WIDE @PPE@L SHOULD H@VE WIDE @PPE@L    

       Films from Finland 
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June 24  Tulennielijä (Fire Eater), 1998, 100 minutes, K-7. 
Finland’s brilliant documentary film maker, Pirjo Honkasalo, whose memorable Melancholian 3 
huonetta was shown in this series in 2006, detoured into feature film with this haunting story (by 
Pirkko Saisio) of two sisters struggling against the ghosts of their past.    
 
July 22 and August 27  No films. 
 
September 23  Tummien perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies), 2008, 105 minutes, K-13. 
This film is a major leap from director Dome Karukoski’s 2005 Tyttö sinä olet tähti (seen last year as 
part of this series).  Set in a remote juvenile detention facility (the “home” of the title), this film asks 
how long troubled youth should have to pay for their mistakes and those of others. 
   
October 28  Raja 1918. (The Border 1918), 2007, 110 minutes, K-15. 
In this serious attempt to deal with the complexity of the Finnish Civil War, a young officer is sent 
to eastern Finland to enforce the border with Russia after the war. Duty and decency collide.         
 
November 25  Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer), 1952, 75 minutes, S. 
This classic film, based on a Saami legend about a woman turned into a mystical and murderous 
white reindeer, won honors in Finland and internationally for Mirjami Kuosmanen’s performance, 
Einar Englund’s music, and Erik Blomberg’s script, direction and cinematography.        
 
December 23  Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve.  This bright and colorful holiday feature was the 
most-seen movie in Finland following its release.  Bring the entire family to this one.  
 
All films are at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   
 

~ Karoliina Kuisma & Gary London 

(Continued from page 7) 

SWEDEN 

Sunday, May 3, 2009,  
5 pm (Please note time change!) 
Romance of Strings: Odeonquartet: Gennady Filimonov, Artur Girsky, Heather Bentley and 
Rajan Krishnaswami. Odeonquartet, joined by violinist Mara Gearman, will present two fragrant 
bouquets from the Swedish landscape. The program includes Oscar Byström’s String Quartet in C 
minor & Intermezzo and Johan Lindegren’s String Quintet in F major for String Quartet and Viola. 
FINLAND 

Sunday, June 7, 2009, 4 pm 

Finally Finnish! Janne Mertanen, International Award-Winning Pianist from Finland, Janne 
Mertanen has appeared as a soloist with orchestras throughout Finland, Germany and Scandinavia. 
He made his debut at the Wigmore Hall in London in October 1994.  Janne has recorded for 
Finlandia and Alba and is the winner of mulitple awards worldwide. The program will include 
virtuosic works of  Sibelius, Chopin and Schubert. 
To order tickets by phone, please call (206) 789-5707 x10. 
 

See you at the Nordic Heritage Museum! 
     Karen Hansen, Marketing and Communications NHM 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Scholarships 
  
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of two $1250.00 
scholarships for projects related to Finland. The successful applicant need not be a registered 
student, but must have a clear plan for using the scholarship money to support a project related 
to Finland. College under-graduates are especially encouraged to apply. 
  
In order to apply, applicants must submit a letter of no more than two pages in length that in-
cludes a brief biography and a statement of educational and/or career objectives. This letter 
should show how these objectives bear on Finland. Official transcripts of all college-level studies 
and one letter of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-
related project must also be included. If the applicant is a high school student, transcripts from 
that level should be submitted. Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study 
in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of Washington. 
  
Applications must be received by April 1, 2009. Winners will be notified by letter, to be sent by 
April 15, 2009.  
  
Submit applications to: 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Rita Vermala-Koski  

  
 Study in Finl^nd…... 

Exchange opportunities 
 

Formal and informal exchange opportunities make it 

possible for students to include summer or academic 

year study in Finland. The Centre for International Mobility of the Finnish 

Ministry of Education organizes several Finnish language courses during the 

summer; and there is no charge for tuition or accommodation.  

For more info, contact kuisma@u.washington.edu or see www.cimo.fi 

International Programs Database Study  

This database provides information on close to 400 international study   

programs offered by Finnish universities and polytechnics. In almost all of 

the programs the language of instruction is English. Go to: http://

finland.cimo.fi/studying/international_study_programmes.html for more      

information. 



 

 

Page  10  

February / March 2009 FFSC Newsletter 



 

 

 Page  11 

FFSC Newsletter February / March 2009 

 

 
10 classes to be held on Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

8504 13th Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA 98117 
March 26 – May 28 

 
Classes offered: 
Beginners’ Finnish 7:00-8:30 pm (Anna Rönkkö) 
Intermediate Finnish 6:00-7:30 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
Reading and Conversation 7:30-9:00 pm (Jenni Salmi) 
 

 
NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. Registration is on first come 
first serve basis. Spring tuition is $82 and will be due upon registration. 

 
Student information 

 
 _________________________________________________________________ 

Name                                                         Email 
 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
   Mailing address         City, zip 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
   Telephone                                                  Best time to call 
 
Beginner class    □  Intermediate class □  Reading & Conversation class □   
 
Payment amount; tuition $ _______  Membership $ _______, TOT. $ ______  
Check # ______      Payment date _____ 
 

Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to your instructor 
on first day of class. 

 
To reserve yourself a place at a course or to find more information, please contact Jenni Salmi at 
jenni.salmi@gmail.com or (425) 283-8870. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Are you a FFSC member yet? 
Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2009! 
 
Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr  Supporting $50/yr 
Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr   Lifetime $300 
** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES – SPRING TRIMESTER 2009 
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   Pekka Pentikainen and Perttu Paapanen will 
entertain the Northwest during their February 
2009 tour. Both have studied in Sibelius 
Academy´s Folk Music Department. These 
talented musicians are real veterans of 
progressive Finnish folk music. In 2007 the duo 
published their first CD which is a repertoire of 
their own sentimental compositions that are 
inspired by tradition and landscape and great 
traditional folk tunes from different parts of 
Finland. The music of the duo is a continous 
dialogue between accordions and violin - it is a 
rich discussion in the language of music. 
Pekka Pentikäinen, accordionist, composer and 
accordion teacher, has a master’s degree in music 
from The Sibelius Music Academy. He recently 
finished an EU sponsored project called The 
Village Musician. His job included performing, 
teaching, and conducting music workshops 
thereby increasing awareness of folk music as well 
as developing and initiating involvement in folk 
music. He performs with various music groups 
representing the diverse styles of music in 
Finland, Europe, The USA, Canada and Australia. 
Currently Pekka Pentikäinen works with violinists 
Kukka Lehto (Finland), Perttu Paappanen 
(Finland), Ruthie Dornfield (USA), Mary Ann Sereth 
(USA), Chris Duncan (Australia) and pianist 

Catherine Strutt (Australia). 

Pekka is responsible for the artistic level in 
the orchestra Espoon Pelimannit (http://
www.ekamuki.fi/spelmanslag/eng.shtml). The 
group participated in Finnish folk music 
championship for bands in 2005 and 2007. In both 
years the orchestra was voted as the winner. The 
band has contributed to several recordings during 
its 30 years of existence but its first own CD “May 

I have the pleasure?” - was released in 2005.  

In 2005 The Finnish Folk Music Association 
awarded Pekka a silver medal for his exceptional 

contributions to Finnish folk music.  

 Perttu Paappanen has been working as a theatre 
musician in different kinds of productions, as a 
solo artist and as a folk music teacher in 
workshops, which have been scattered widely in 
Finland and in other countries. He has been 
playing in several bands besides Koinurit, which 
performed in many countries. It won the 1st prize 
in a competition for folk music bands in Finland 
1990 and 1991. Perttu’s current band is 
Progmatics which has released one album: “Lethal 

Cowbell”. 

 Besides playing fiddle and accordions he also 
works in his own company Trad & Tune which 

imports, repairs, and tunes accordions. 

Pekka and Perttu now have a CD which is 
more representative of the program they do here 

in the States. 

There are several performances lined up for 

these fine musicians. 

Feb 15th 2009  2pm Town Hall part of the Accordion
- a- Rama show www.townhallseattle.org/ 
Feb 15th 2009  7-9 pm at the Swedish Cultural 
Center  as part of Spelmanslag   
www.skandia-folkdance.org/spelmanslag/ 
Feb 16th 2009   Poulsbo Sons of Norway workshop 
and dance. Please see 
www.poulsbosonsofnorway.com for full schedule. 
Feb 18th 2009   Scandinavian Cultural Center 
Vancouver www.vcn.bc.ca/scandi/upcom.html    
Feb 19th 2009  Vancouver Music Workshop 
www.vcn.bc.ca/scandi/upcom.html                     
Feb 20th 2009  Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma                                                           
Feb 21st 2009  Swedish Cultural Center, Finn Hall 
Dance www.swedishculturalcenter.org/index.htm    
Feb 22nd 2009  Music workshops, locationTBA                 

~ By Birgit Ages 

 

Pekk^ Pentik^inen ^nd Perttu P^^p^nen Pekk^ Pentik^inen ^nd Perttu P^^p^nen Pekk^ Pentik^inen ^nd Perttu P^^p^nen Pekk^ Pentik^inen ^nd Perttu P^^p^nen New ^nd Tr^dition^l Finnish Folk MusicNew ^nd Tr^dition^l Finnish Folk MusicNew ^nd Tr^dition^l Finnish Folk MusicNew ^nd Tr^dition^l Finnish Folk Music     
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EXHIBITION 

Knitting Along the Viking Trail 

Work by Swedish knitting designer  

Elsebeth Lavold 

February 6 to April 5, 2009 

The translation of Viking-age designs to mod-

ern knitwear inspired Elsebeth Lavold to invent 

new knitting   techniques,  resulting in an       

exhibition that 

celebrates a     

millennium of  

Nordic craftsman-

ship and         

ingenuity. 

Elsebeth Lavold will hold knitting workshops at 

the Museum February 7-9, 2009.  

 

REGISTRATION 

OPEN 

Nordic Knitting 

Conference 

March 13, 2009 to 

March 15, 2009 

Intensive, hands-on classes in various Nordic 

techniques representing Scandinavia’s rich 

knitting traditions and contemporary interpre-

tations of this legacy. Internationally-

acclaimed knitting experts from around Scan-

dinavia and the U.S. will lead the three-day 

conference that is expected to draw hundreds 

of knitters from around the world with over 

400 classroom slots available. Go to the mu-

seum website www.nordicmuseum.org for 

registration and class information. For addi-

tional information please email Charlotte Leh-

mann at: charlotte@nordicmuseum.org. 

Knitting ^nd More Knitting  
    ^t the Nordic Herit^ge Museum... 
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NEW YORK TIMES DISCOVERS  
FINNISH FOOD 

Finnish cuisine received a major boost in 
the Travel Section of the New York Times 
in its Sunday, December 14, Travel Sec-
tion. 
 

Why would such a boost be needed?  Be-
cause, in the estimation of writer Laurie 
Winer, Finland’s food fare has been 
“historically maligned” by the likes of 
such political food critics as Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi (“Finns don’t 
even know what prosciutto is.”) and for-
mer French President Jacques Chirrac 
(“After Finland, England is the country 
with the worst food.”) 
 

Au contraire, suggests Ms. Winer.  
Finland, she writes, is actually experienc-
ing a “food revival” that is creating 
“cooking (that) is inventive and playful – 
if under advertised.” 
The center of this renaissance is Helsinki 
– “a charming, park-filled city” that turns 
out to be “a proud paradise of local pro-
duce, fish and meat.”  Making use of such 
ingredients, Finnish chefs are preparing 
them in “straightforward” and 
“unsullied” fashion, while adding “maybe 
a touch of whimsy.” 
   
Winer finds much to praise in the four 
Helsinki restaurants she reviews.  These 
include one of my family’s personal favor-
ites – Juuri – on Korkeavuorenkatu.  The 
specialty here is “sapas” or Finnish tapas 
– small serving of imaginatively prepared 
Finnish staples.  One can easily create an 
entire meal of, for example, chanterelle 
soup, white fish marinated in nettles and 

served with black currant and mustard 
sauce, grilled rutabaga spears, and 
smoked roast with gooseberry jam.  
Those who favor more traditional meals 
will find a relatively short but appealing a 
la carte menu.  Given the high prices in 
Finnish restaurants, Juuri is also some-
thing of a bargain, with two people able 
to eat for 50 Euros.  Service is attentive, 
and the atmosphere restful and relaxing. 
 

Larger, more elegant, and pricier alterna-
tives are also available.  Winer likes Gro-
tesk in the old Sanomat building on Lud-
viginkatu, with its more international in-
fluences; Loft on Yrjönkatu, where a 
gymnasium has been converted into an 
“ethereal space” featuring new takes on 
classical Finnish dishes, and Nokka, on 
Kanavaranta, which makes a near fetish 
of using fresh, organic, local ingredients 
in its offerings.  You will, however, 
probably want to consider these three 
restaurants for very special occasions.  
Dinner for two at the Loft will run up-
wards of 120 Euros, while you can plan to 
pay double that at Nokka.  
 

Ms. Winer concludes her piece by handing 
out compliments liberally and equally for 
Helsinki (“a small, safe and fragrant city’) 
and for its food (“an eating adventure 
you’ll want to write home about”).  Pub-
licity like that must have the Finnish 
Tourist Board turning cartwheels in the 
street.                                                         
 
   
    Gary London     
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T̂ nhu^j^t ^re B^ck!T̂ nhu^j^t ^re B^ck!T̂ nhu^j^t ^re B^ck!T̂ nhu^j^t ^re B^ck!  

Many Tahuajat 
members  
inaugurated the 
new year 2009 
sharing memories 
from the past year 
and eagerly looking 
forward to the new 
year which is 
promising to be  

better and more active than the last few. 
On January 10th Tanhuajat met again for the    
annual meeting: making plans 
for the future - not only dancing, but also initiating 
ideas for future fundraising events. 
We welcome our newest members who are making 
wonderful progress and 
adding vitality to our group and making it possible 
to plan for performances 
at various summer events again. 
 
To accomplish this we are back to every week 
practices again on 
Saturday mornings 10.00 am - 12.00 pm at the  
Finnish Church-Maki Hall 
8502 13th Ave NW 
 
 

Not an annual meeting without elections for new 
officers: 
New President:  LuAnn Williams 
Vice President:       Phil Williams 
Secretary:        Leo Utter 
Treasurer:         Obert Ronnestad 
Members at large: all remaining members 
 
Thank you Leo for leading us through the last year 
- and we are glad to 
have you as our secretary as LuAnn moves from 
that position to being 
our new president. Obert, we are thankful knowing 
that our finances will 
continue to be in good order. 
 
Get your weekends off to a good start by joining us 
on Saturdays. 
All skill levels welcome. Looking forward to seeing 
you. 
 
Tanhuajat wishes everyone a wonderful year 2009! 
 
Contact: Sirkku Vasama  206-619-3219 
             LuAnn Williams  206-218-7275 

      

     Sirkku Vasama     

RICK�STEVES’�SCANDINAVIA�
Wednesday, February 25, 2009 
6:00pm dinner with Rick Steves 

$100 dinner with Rick Steves includes special gifts and  
 presentation 

7:30pm  “Scandinavia” presentation by Rick Steves 
$15 general public, $10 museum members, presentation only. 

 

Join us at the Nordic Heritage Museum for an evening with travel expert and 
public television personality Rick Steves. Hear all about Scandinavia, one of the 
most beautiful places in the world. With a stunning landscape and progressive, 
cosmopolitan cities, this region offers something for everyone. While             
Scandinavia is home to the famed Tivoli Gardens, Hans Christian Andersen's 
house and The Little   Mermaid, Rick Steves uncovers activities such as touring 
by bike through a sleepy remote Danish isle, docking at a time-passed fjord   
village, and wandering among eerie, prehistoric monoliths in Sweden. We have 
a limited number of tickets that include a special dinner, meeting Rick Steves 

and exclusive gifts! To order tickets by phone, please call (206) 789-5707 x10. 
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Scenes from the 2008 IDDD 

HONORING THE VETERANS, LOTTAS, SOTILASPOJAT 

AND PIKKU LOTTAS FOR THEIR SERVICE FOR AN  

INDEPENDENT FINLAND 

Left to Right: Lempi Wilson, Ken Gorshkow ,Hanna 

Sarkanen, Pentti Juntila, Kerttu Juntila, Al 
Koski, Liisa Keranen, Norm Westerberg,                   

Benita Westerberg, Hilkka Toivola 

Accepting the FFSC President's 

Award, Satu Mikkola 

Recipient of the FFSC Vice    

President's Award, Esko Männistö 

Norman Westerberg presenting the Suomi-Seura Award of Merit 

certificates and medals to Heikki Männistö and Paula Linnala-Price 

Guest speakers Leo Utter and Lynn Wirta 

Students from the Finnish School of  

Seattle with teacher Satu Mikkola  

performing selections on the kantele 
Retiring FFSC Newsletter Editor Paula Linnala-Price with 

FFSC board member Matt Wirkkala  
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Scenes from the 2008 IDDD 

Comparing their golf handicaps are Brad Borland and Al Koski  

Catching up: Anki and Gunnar Damström with 

Pentti Rinne   

FFSC board member Mia Spangenberg 

with FFSC language teacher Jenni Salmi  

Heikki  Männistö assisting with sound check 

for FFN Performers of the Year 2008  

Brent and Burt  

Much to talk about: 

Benita Westerberg, 

Kristiina Hiukka and 

Norman Westerberg  
Serving pickled herring and champagne 

were Sean Dawson, Babak Amir Parviz 

and FFSC President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Leading the Grand Poloneesi are 

the Gorshkows and the Nallis 
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Suomi-Seur^ (Finl^nd Society) Offers Summer Progr^ms 

Finland Society's Intensive Finnish 
Language Course, July 20-31, 2009  

Place: Helsinki Christian College,  
Laajasalo, Helsinki 
Finland Society (Suomi-Seura ry) will 
arrange an intensive two-week Finnish 
language course for descendants of   
Finnish emigrants who are planning to 
move to Finland. The foreign spouses of 
expatriate Finns may also attend the 
seminar. Students should be over 18 
years of age and preferably under 45 
years old.  
Knowledge of Finnish is not required. 
The language of instruction is English.  
Consequently, a sufficient knowledge of 
English is necessary.  
Program: Finnish (50 lessons) will be 
taught in small groups at three levels:  
beginners, intermediate and advanced.  
Lectures (in English) give the           
participants information on various as-
pects of finnishness and information 
about studying opportunities and advice 
in job hunting in Finland. 
Fee: The Seminar fee is 820 euros, 
which covers tuition, room (double occu-
pancy) and board, study materials and a 
live guided tour of Helsinki and an ex-
cursion to the artist community of lake-
side road Rantatie  in Tuusula.  
(Fee without accommodation is 560   
euros). 
Deadline:  Please, send the application 
forms to Finland Society by April 22, 
2009. (If after that there is still room, 
students may be admitted to the Semi-
nar.)  
For more information and application 
forms, please visit www. Suomi-seura.fi 
(Seminars and Courses) or contact 
Suomi Seura ry/Finland Society, Marian-
katu 8, FI-00170 Helsinki, Finland , 
Telephone +358 - 9 - 684 1210, e-mail 
info@suomi-seura.fi .  

Youth Camp for Finnish Expatriate 
Youth July 18 – August 1, 2009  

Metsäkartano Youth and Wilderness 
Centre in cooperation with The Finland 
Society (Suomi-Seura ry.) welcome all 
young Finnish expatriates to join a sum-
mer camp in July 2009! The purpose of 
this youth camp is to gather Finnish ex-
patriate youth of 14-16 years of age 
from different countries, and to offer 
wonderful experiences in one of the 
leading youth destinations of Finland. 
The venue is Metsäkartano Youth and 
Wilderness Centre, which is located in 
Rautavaara, in a stunning wilderness 
lakeside location. The daily programme 
includes a variety of activities on cul-
ture, sports and nature, and there will 
be active workshops on Finnish culture 
and language.  Metsäkartano´s        
professional guides speak fluent English 
and Finnish and take care of coordina-
tion and safety during the activities. Par-
ticipation fee is 888 EUR, which covers 
accommodation in 2-4-person-rooms, 
full board, program activities including 
rent of equipment during activities, free 
use of fitness gym and a youth leader / 
guide during the daily programme. Also 
the bus transfers from the Helsinki-
Vantaa Airport/ Helsinki city centre to 
Metsäkartano and back with a transfer 
guide / youth leader are included in the 
participation fee.   
For more information please visit the 
website: www.metsakartano.com 
(International Youth Work-> Youth 
Camp for Expatriate Finns) or contact: 
Helena Karhu, International Coordinator, 
Metsäkartano Youth and Wilderness 
Centre,  
helena.karhu@metsakartano.com This 
email address is being protected from 
spam bots, you need Javascript enabled 
to view it , tel.  +358 (0)40 3564530  
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Finnish Luther^n Church  
 
 
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA 
Church Office:  

                   206-789-0864  
 

Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM. 
  
FLC Bible Studies: 
Please contact Church for details.  
 

Sunday School: 
Please contact Church for details. 
 

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) 
and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo 
and soaps) for people in need - you can bring 
these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver 
them to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
”He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and 
he will reward him for what he has done.” 
Proverbs 19:17. 

 

 

Kännissä j^ kihloiss^ on kiv^ oll^, kr^pul^ss^ j^ n^imisiss^ yhtä helvettiä. 

� Tr^nsl^tion: It is ple^s^nt to be drunk ^nd eng^ged, but hell to be  

hungover ^nd m^rried. 

 
R^kk^udest^ se hevonenkin potkii. 

� Liter^l tr^nsl^tion: Even ^ horse will kick out of love. 

� Note: Used, when somebody ^cts silly out of love. 

 
Suuttu^ s^^, v^^n ei vihoiss^^n oll^. 

� Liter^l tr^nsl^tion: It's ok^y to get m^d, but one shouldn't st^y ^ngry. 

Finnish Proverbs 

“BUILDING BRIDGES” 
THE SWEDISH FINN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
5410 17th Avenue NW, Seattle 

 
Archives documents, photos 
and books about emigrants 
from Swedish-speaking 

Finland. 
 

Volunteers welcome requests 
for help in searching family 

roots in Finland.  
 

Contact us:  
206-706-0738,  

PO Box 17264, Seattle, WA 
98127-0964. 
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Photographs from FFSC Events 
Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community events are available 
for purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com.  A variety of different size prints can be ordered. All 
proceeds go to benefit Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like 

to donate your FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at (206) 930-2992 or 
Rally2007@comcast.net 

2009-2010 
FFSC Board Nominations 

  

The Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC) Nominating       
Committee is looking for Board members for the  

2009-2010 year. 

If you or someone you know is interested in serving with a great bunch 
of people, send your nominations to: 

FFSC Nominating Committee  
PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  

or by email to: cathyp@microsoft.com and mwirkk@eskimo.com 

Nominating Committee: 
Cathy Perry and Matt Wirkkala 

 

Candidates will be announced in the April/May 2009  

FFSC Newsletter and Board Members will be elected at the  

 

Annual Meeting of  the FFSC,  

to be held Wednesday April 22, 6:30 pm at 
the SCC. 

  

The Meeting will be held just before the film: "Colorado Avenue, 2007" 

  
All FFSC members are invited and encouraged to attend.  
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S^lol^mpi 2009 

See www.salolampi.org for class and scholarship information. 
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Recipe 

    

Please note, the deadline for the April / May 2009 Please note, the deadline for the April / May 2009 Please note, the deadline for the April / May 2009 Please note, the deadline for the April / May 2009     

Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2009.    
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 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

                       Supporting $50   Lifetime $300 

 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  ______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  

FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 3 for details) 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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� New / Returning Member 
� Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

� Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

 Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.     



 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 

    Seattle WA  98175-0052 
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