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Calendar 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864) 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle    
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Oct. 3  NHM 30th Anniv. Tribute Dinner for information please 
contact  sarahl@nordicmuseum.org or (206) 789-5707, 
ext. 32. 

 NHM 

Oct. 9-11 11am-
7pm, 
daily 

Scandinavian Heritage Festival/Octoberfest-Friday 11-
3 FREE, Friday 3-7 $8, Saturday $8, Sunday $4 (half 
price), children 12 and under free. FREE Parking in 
Gold and Blue lots. Katrilli performs Sat. Oct 10: 2:30-
3:30 PM. 

 Pavilion Hall, Puyallup 
Fair & Event Center, 
(Puyallup Fairgrounds).  

Oct. 10  5pm Finnish Lutheran Church Fall Auction and Dinner  FLC 

Oct. 23 7pm Opening Reception for Nordic Lights Film Festival/ For 
information, please contact Charlotte Lehmann at 206-
789-5707, ext  21, or charlotte@nordicmuseum.org. 

 SIFF Cinema at McCaw 
Hall/ 321 Mercer Street, 
Seattle 

Oct. 25  Summer time (BST) ends in Finland, -1 hour (Kesäaika 
loppuu ) 

  

Oct. 28 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Raja 1918. (The Border 
1918) 

 SCC 

Nov. 1  Daylight Saving Time ends. Turn your clocks back one 
hour! 

  

Nov. 7 10:00am-
3:00pm 

31st Annual Seattle Finnish Community Bazaar/ For 
more information, contact Leo Utter at 206/832-1824. 

 NHM 

Nov. 7-9  Katrilli performs at Cultural Crossroads Festival/  
Katrilli to perform Sun. @ 1pm. 
(joannerudo@hotmail.com)/Festival Hours:  Fri 5-
10pm; Sat 10am-10pm; Sun 11am-6pm 

 Crossroads Shopping 
Center/     15600 NE 8TH 

Street, Bellevue, WA  

Nov. 8 10:00am Swedish Sunday at FLC (See further information pg. 
21) 

 FLC 

Nov. 21-
22 

10am-
5pm 

Yulefest (Katrilli Performance) Suggested donation: $3 
adults; $1 child under 12; child under 3 free. 
 

 NHM 

Nov. 22 11:00am 90th Anniv. Celebration of the Foundation of the 
Congregation-Finnish Lutheran Church  (See further 
information pg. 21) 

 FLC 

Nov. 25 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Valkoinen peura (The White 
Reindeer) 

 SCC 

Nov. 29  The First Sunday in Advent (Adventtisunnuntai)   

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that 
have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere 
in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 

(cont’d on page 4) 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

 

The term for board members runs from July 1 to 
June 30. 

 

President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 

Email: koskeni@aol.com 
 

Vice President, Satu Mikkola  

Email: SatuM@aol.com 
 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary, John Burbank  

Email: john@johnburbank.org 
 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 
 

Members-at-Large * 

Steve Crary (2nd year of term) 

Marja Hall (2nd year of term) 

Tapio Holma 

Ron Karjala  (1st year of term) 

Cathy Perry  

JoAnne Rudo (2nd year of term) 

Jenni Salmi (2nd year of term) 

Mia Spangenberg  

Sirkku Vasama (2nd year of term) 

Sirkku Vilpas (1st year of term) 

Matt Wirkkala (2nd year of term) 
 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
 

Gary London (Immediate Past President) 
 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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Memo to: Members and Friends of Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter (FFSC) and to all those who support Finnish and  
Finnish-American Culture in the USA 

Subject: Troublemaker’s Mother, a play, adapted from The Kalevala 

Dear Friends; 
 

I invite you to support this long- 
awaited production of a musical 
play by noted Seattle author and 
playwright, Nick DiMartino. His very 
popular, Sampo, from the epic 
rune, The Kalevala, was presented 
at the National FinnFest USA in 
1999 and drew full audiences. The 
play and its comedic highlights have 
been talked about ever since, and a 
follow-up production has been 
asked for ever since. The Sampo is 
included in the University of 
Washington curriculum as an 
example of the on-going “Kalevala 
Process” and as a modern adaptation of 
traditional verse. Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter (FFSC) has heard the demand and has 
undertaken to satisfy it by commissioning and 
producing an original two-act play, The 
Troublemaker’s Mother. As with the popular 
Sampo, this play is written and produced by Nick 
DiMartino, with performances scheduled for 
February 2010. 
As an organization, one of  FFSC’s main goals is to 
promote Finland and Finnishness in the greater 
Seattle region in all areas of cultural activity. An 
area that has been lacking that Finnish theme and 
visibility, is the theatre scene. Ten years has 
passed since the Sampo, and no plays dealing with 
Finnish themes have been produced in Seattle. 
This production will cultivate an understanding of 
Finnish culture in the Seattle region for Finns and 

non-Finns, encourage artistic 
expression stemming from ethnic 
heritage and contribute to the 
diversity of local theatre 
productions. A performance will be 
taped and made available for future 
viewing as well as for study 
material for students of Finnish 
language and culture. 
Obviously, financing of cultural 
events is an obstacle. This, high-
quality, production does not 
happen without expenses and 
requires funds to be raised. Grants 
and donations have already been 
received from Finlandia Foundation 
National, Suomi-Seura/Finland 

Society and Swedish-Finn Historical Society with 
other grants applications still pending. 
Financial support for The Troublemaker’s Mother 
production from you or your organization will 
ensure the success of this project and promote 
the introduction of Finland and its culture to 
Americans. 
FFSC is recognized under the 501(©)(3) code by 
the IRS; donations to FFSC are tax-deductible and 
very welcome! 
Please make your donation payable to Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter and mail to: 
PO Box 75052 – Seattle – WA – 98175-0052 
I thank you for considering this invitation of 
support. 
 
Rita Vermala-Koski,  
President, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Artwork By: Katelyn Mariah  
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Dec. 5 6pm Independence Day Dinner and Dance  SCC 

Dec. 6 8am-
1:30pm 

Katrilli performs (10-11:30)at Sunday Pancake Breakfast/ 
Adults: $8; SCC Memb. $6; Child 5-12 $4; Child under 5 
FREE 

 SCC 

Dec. 6  Finland's 92nd Independence Day (Itsenäisyyspäivä)   

Dec. 13  St. Lucia's Day (Lucian päivä)   

Dec. 23 7:30pm Films from Finland Series: Joulutarina (Christmas Story)  SCC 

(cont’d from page 2) 



 

 

• Subscription to the FFSC bi-monthly 
newsletter: entertaining, well written and 
informative, covering the Finnish and  
Nordic community  

• Subscription to the bi-annual Finlandia 
Foundation National (FFN) newsletter  

• FFSC Scholarships 
• Finlandia Foundation National Grants and 
Scholarships 

• Information about Finland and about local 
Finnish organizations 

• Access to current Chapter information and 
information on upcoming Finnish events on 
the FFSC web site:  www.finnsnw.com/
ffsc.htm 

• FFSC electronic event mailing service for 
members to receive notifications for short-
notice programs throughout the year 

• Films from Finland  
• Annual Independence Day Dinner & Dance 
Celebration (ticketed event)  

• Finnish Language classes offered for 
beginner to conversation level at a  
reasonable tuition fee 

• Opportunities to volunteer 
• The opportunity to share Finnish 
experiences and share in keeping Finnish 
traditions and culture strong in the 
community 

• Vote at annual board meetings 
• Reasonable membership rates 
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Now would be a great time to join Now would be a great time to join Now would be a great time to join Now would be a great time to join     

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter,     

One of 34 chapters nationwide!One of 34 chapters nationwide!One of 34 chapters nationwide!One of 34 chapters nationwide!    

Here is some of what we offer:Here is some of what we offer:Here is some of what we offer:Here is some of what we offer:    

Welcome to New 

Members: 

Charlotte Anderson 

Lee & Carrie Choquette 

Toivo & Amanda    

 Hakkarainen 

Mirka Hokkanen-Kim  

Clyde & Liisa Jussila            

Andrea Kaiyala Dun 

Tapio Koskinen Family        

Garry Laine   

Peter Lynch      

Alina Rossano  

Bruce & Chris Saario 

Ann Wilby  

Elsie Zak 

 

 

Sincere Appreciation  

to Scholarship Donor: 

Anita L. Raistakka    
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FINNISH STAR USHERS IN MET BROADCAST SEASON  
The highly-successful direct broadcast series 

from New York’s 

Metropolitan Opera to 

selected movie theaters in the 

US and abroad begins its  

2009-2010 season on  

October 10 featuring a 

celebrated Finnish singer in  

a new production of Puccini’s 

Tosca. 
 

International superstar Karita 

Mattila will sing the title role. 

Mattila is joined by Marcelo 

Alvarez as Tosca’s ill-fated lover, Cavaradossi.  

This production, under the direction of Luc 

Bondy, marks the first time Mattila has 

performed Tosca outside Finland.  It follows 

her sensational appearance as Salome in the 

initial direct broadcast of the 2008-2009 season.    

 

A number of Puget Sound theaters will be 

showing Tosca and subsequent operas in the 

series.  These include AMC Pacific Place 11 in 

downtown Seattle, Bella Bottega 11 Cinema in 

Redmond, Alderwood 7 Theaters in 

Lynnwood, Century Theaters Federal Way 16, 

Auburn 17 Theaters, Capital Mall 14 in 

Olympia, and The Rose Theater in Port 

Townsend. 
 

The direct broadcasts start at 10:00 a.m. in all 

theaters.  The same venues will be offering a re-

broadcast of Tosca on October 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

local time.  Attendees should reserve three-and-

one-half hours for the performance; this 

includes two intermissions.   
 

        Gary London 

Karita Mattila 

Finnish filmmakers are taking increasing interest 
in the Civil War between Reds and Whites as a 
subject for their films.  That conflict figured 
prominently in Colorado Avenue, seen in the 
“Films from Finland” series in April, and was at 
the center of Käsky (Tears of April) seen in last 
summer’s Seattle International Film Festival.  A 
much-anticipated film version of Täällä 
pohjantähden alla (Under the North Star) is to be 
released in Finland in December, while Renny 
Harlin returns to his homeland for a film 
biography of Mannerheim, currently in production. 
 

Raja 1918 (The Border), the October “Film from 
Finland”, was released in 2007 – the first in this 
chain of films.  It is inspired by an idea from Jörn 
Donner, legendary Finnish journalist/writer and 
film actor/director/producer, whose own father 
was a White officer during the Civil War.  In Akseli 
Bardy’s screenplay, the officer, Captain von 

Munck, is sent to secure the Finnish border with 
Russia at the end of the Civil War.  Left with 
decisions about who will be allowed to cross the 
frontier into Finland, the officer finds himself 
caught between the demands of his office and his 
own convictions. 
 

Nominated for five Jussi awards, Raja 1918 
features a top-flight cast, including Minna 
Haapkylä, who has been seen  in such “Films from 
Finland” as FC Venus, Lapsia ja aikuisia 
(Producing Adults), and  Helmiä ja sikoja (Pearls 
and Pigs).  Other actors include Tommi Korpela, 
winner of the Jussi for best actor for the past two 
years, and Hannu-Pekka Björkman, nominated for 
Best Supporting Actor for his role in this film and 
winner of the Best Actor statuette in 2006 for his 
role as the grief-stricken father of a dead son in 
Eläville ja kuoleille (For the Living and the Dead).   

(Continued on page 9) 

FINNISH CIVIL W@R IN OCTOBER’ S  
“ FILM FROM FINL@ND”  
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October 28  & October 30 Raja 1918. (The Border 1918), 2007, 110 minutes, K-15. 
In this serious attempt to deal with the complexity of the Finnish Civil War, a young officer is sent 
to eastern Finland to enforce the border with Russia after the war. Duty and decency collide.         
 

November 25 & November 27 Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer), 1952, 75 minutes, S. 
This classic film, based on a Saami legend about a woman turned into a mystical and murderous 
white reindeer, won honors in Finland and internationally for Mirjami Kuosmanen’s performance, 
Einar Englund’s music, and Erik Blomberg’s script, direction and cinematography.        
 

December 23  Joulutarina (Christmas Story), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
A Christmas gift on the eve of Christmas Eve.  This bright and colorful holiday feature was the 
most-seen movie in Finland following its release.  Bring the entire family to this one.  
 

All  Wednesday films are at 7:30 p.m. and all Friday films are at 2:00pm in the Swedish Cultural 
Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   
 

       Films from Finland 

2009 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  

to assist in the publication of our newsletter 

MORE NORDIC FILMS @T  
THE SWEDISH CULTUR@L CENTER  

Kristine Leander of the Swedish Cultural Center has announced an expansion of Nordic films at 
that venue.  This includes an additional showing of selections in the “Films from Finland” series, 
now in its fourth year.  “Films from Finland” will continue to be shown on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m.  There will, however, also be a second showing on the Friday following 
the fourth Wednesday at 2:00 p.m.  In October, for example, Raja 1918 (The Border) can be seen 
on October 28 at 7:30 p.m. or on October 30 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

The schedule for all Nordic films at the Swedish Cultural Center is as follows: 
 

          First Wednesday and Friday following – Norwegian films 
          Second Wednesday and Friday following – Nordic Choice films 
          Third Wednesday and Friday following – Swedish films 
          Fourth Wednesday and Friday following – Finnish films 
 

A $5.00 donation is requested for each film attended. During the Friday films, food is also available 
for purchase at the Cultural Center. 
 

Leander is seeking volunteers to assist with the Friday showings.  To contact her or to learn more 
about specific films and dates, check www.swedishculturalcenter.org . 
          Gary London 
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A Finnish BiA Finnish BiA Finnish BiA Finnish Bi----Centennial Worth Celebrating Centennial Worth Celebrating Centennial Worth Celebrating Centennial Worth Celebrating     

While 6 December 1917 marks Finnish 
independence, 17 September 1809 is also a 
significant date for Finland.  That is the date 
that Sweden and Russia signed the Treaty of 
Fredrikshamn (Hamina), which made Finland 
an Autonomous Grand Duchy of Russia.  This 
treaty allowed Finland to retain its own form 
of government, encouraged the use of the 
Finnish language and began the development 
of its national identity.  Much of the art and 
literature that defines Finnish heritage, 
including the publication of the Kalevala, were 
completed during this period of Russian rule. 
 

Finland had been part of Sweden for several 
hundred years.  Swedish was the language of 
government and the population considered 
itself Swedish.  This began to change when 
Russia invaded Finland in February of 
1808.  During the Russian occupation of 
Finland, Czar Alexander I met with the 
Finnish Diet at Porvoo to define how the 
Grand Duchy would be setup.  However, 
Sweden did not officially relinquish its claim 
to Finland until the Treaty of Fredrikshamn 
the following year. 
 

While not independent, the Grand Duchy 
status defined Finland as a separate political 
and geographic entity for the first 
time.  Because Russia wanted a buffer to 
protect St. Petersburg, it allowed Finland to 
be autonomous except for foreign policy and 
war.  The build-up and preservation of 
Finnish institutions, ethnicity and traditions 
were supported by Russia to widen Finland's 
separation from Sweden and make Finns 
more likely to resist going back to Swedish 
rule. This policy provided fertile ground to 
establish the foundations of Finnish culture. 
 

Helsinki was made the capitol of Finland 
when its administrative center was moved 
from Turku in 1812.  Although the Czar 
became the constitutional monarch and 
appointed a Governor-General (who spent 
much of his time in St. Petersburg), the 
government consisted of mostly native Finns.   
 

Funding for education was increased and the  
use of Finnish was encouraged in 
schools.  The University of Finland was moved 
from Turku to Helsinki in 1828, which lead to    

the formation of the Finnish Literature  
Society in 1831.  The Finnish language was 
slowly introduced as Swedish's equal in 
administrative and cultural life.  By the 
1840's civil servants were required to speak 
Finnish.  In 1863, Finnish was made an 
official language. 
 

Finnish literary and cultural clubs were 
encouraged to help build the Finnish 
identity.  The Finnish Literature Society was 
significant in preserving and promoting 
Finnish and establishing its rules as a 
modern language.  The society's purpose also 
included developing literature in Finnish 
language, compiling Finnish mythology and 
folk poetry for Finns and also to spread 
Finnish culture to the rest of Europe.  
 

The Finnish Literature Society provided Elias 
Lönnrot with funding to extend field trips for 
his compilation of the Kalevala and 
Kanteletar, which has provided the Finnish 
culture with a high standard of literary 
folklore.  Poems like J.L. Runeberg's Elk 
Hunters and Maamme depicted a Finland of 
cheerful and content people in a landscape of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Grand Duchy of Finland after the unification of New 
(Swedish) Finland and Old Finland (the shaded area). 

Ostrobothnia and Lapland became part of Finland in the Treaty 
of Hamina in 1809. 
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balance and harmony.  These literary works 
helped provide the Finnish culture with a 
historical and mythological legitimacy.  The 
Society translated the Kalevala and 
Runeberg's poems into other languages to 
spread awareness of Finnish culture 
throughout Europe. 
 

The use of Finnish and encouragement of the 
Finnish culture directly lead to a generation of 
Finish authors like Zachris Topelius, Aleksis 
Kivi, Minna Canth, Gino Leino, and Frans 
Emil Sillanpää.  Lönnrot's compilation of the 
Kalevala provided Finns with a literary legend 
in their own language and strongly influenced 
composer Jean Sibelius and other artists like 
painters Albert Edelfelt, Robert Ekman, Akseli 
Gallen-Kallela, and Helene Schjerfbeck. 
 

Finnish culture became less Swedish because 
it was isolated from changes in Sweden, 
which turned toward Romanticism in its art 
and literature in the nineteenth 
century.  Also, there were Russian influences 
such as rationalism and neo-humanism that 
were brought into Finnish culture during this 
time.  Many Finns served in high posts in the 
Russian Army and then later became leaders 
in government.  The most notable example is 
Baron Carl Mannerheim, who was a 
Lieutenant General. 
 

It was as a Grand Duchy that urban areas in 
Finland began to grow as the railroad 
provided transportation from predominantly 
rural Finland.  Furthermore, the Saimaa 
canal connected all of eastern Finland to the 
sea in 1856.  The railways and canals 
provided mobility and helped form a united 
Finnish culture.  Closer ties with St. 
Petersburg contributed to making world 
affairs part of the Finnish 
consciousness.  This contributed to Finland's 

modern day involvement in international 
politics and diplomacy.  
Finland was released from Swedish rule when 
it became a Grand Duchy of Russia on 17 
September 1809.  This change sparked the 
recognition and development of the Finnish 
culture.  Finnish language and literature were 
promoted.  The Kalevala was compiled and 
has had a significant influence on Finnish art, 
music, architecture, and design.  It was while 
a Grand Duchy that Finland developed a 
national identity that is reflected in this 
theme, "Swedes we are no longer, Russian we 
cannot become; let us be Finns."  This is why 
17 September 2009 is a bi-centennial that is 
worth celebrating.  
    Paul  Salo 
 
Editor’s Note: Although this important milestone has 
passed, it seemed important to include this reminder of the 
richness of our Finnish history. 

(Continued from page 8) 

The role of Captain von Munck falls to Martin 
Bahne – a young actor whose experience is 
primarily in television. 
 

Raja 1918 will be shown at the Swedish Cultural 
Center on two occasions:  October 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
and October 30 at 2:00 p.m.  (See accompanying 
article on additional films at the Swedish Cultural 
Center.)  This film is in Finnish with English sub-

titles and is 117 minutes in length.  Its K-15 rating 
in Finland is comparable to an R in the United 
States. A $5.00 donation is requested at the door. 
 

“Films from Finland” is a series sponsored 
monthly by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
Remaining films for 2009 are Valkoinen peura 
(The White Reindeer) in November and 
Joulutarina (Christmas Story) in December. 
 
      Gary London 

(Continued from page 6) 

Tsar Alexander I, Grand Duke of Finland, 
addressing the Finnish Assembly at the opening 
ceremony of the Diet in Porvoo in 1809– held at 

the city’s cathedral.  
Oil painting by Emanuel Thelning. 
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Differences and similarities 
between Helsinki and Seattle 
emerged in a presentation by 
the Finnish city’s deputy 
mayor, Hannu Penttilä, on 
September 11 at SEIU 
headquarters on the north 
shore of Lake Union. 
 

Pentillä, who is one of five 
deputy mayors, pointed out 
that these officials are elected 
by the 85-member city council 
for a seven-year terms of 
office.  While officially civil 
servants, they are chosen with 
an eye to the prevailing 
political composition of the 
council itself.  For example, 
Pentillä is one of two Social 
Democrats serving as deputy 
mayor.  There are two 
Conservatives and one Green 
who round out the five.  Each 
is responsible for particular 
policy areas.  Pentillä’s own 
specialty is land use, planning 
and environment. 
 

According to Pentillä, Helsinki 
has much broader jurisdiction 
than a city like Seattle. 
It is responsible for public 
schools, as well as a wide 
array of social and health 
services.  The city also 
operates the ports within its 
limits and retains ownership 
of the major energy provider, 
Helsingin Energia. 

Financing of city services is 
also very different from 
Seattle.  Approximately one 
half of Helsinki’s annual 
budget comes from income 
tax, with corporate tax also 
figuring prominently into the 
mix.  Real estate tax is 
relatively less significant, but 
utility and port fees are 
important contributors to city 
income. 
 

Given Pentillä’s 
responsibilities, it is not 
surprising that he focused 
many of his remarks on such 
areas as increasing available 
housing, reducing C02 
emissions, and developing 
rational city planning.  With 
regard to housing, he said 
that there is a Greater 
Helsinki Vision 2050 Process 
that envisions an additional 
320,000 dwellings by that 
date, with about one half to be 
private owner-occupied and 
the other half to be rentals 
and publicly -constructed 
housing. There is currently a 
moratorium on the building of 
private owner-occupied 
dwellings as the city works 
through its planning.  Pentillä 
expressed concern that 

square meter costs for private 
housing are nearly double 
those of public housing.  
Helsinki is, however, in the 
enviable position of owning 
approximately seventy percent 
of the land within the city.  
Much of the new housing will 
be constructed on port and 
industrial property no longer 
in use. 
 

While Helsinki has managed 
to achieve very impressive 
declines in C02 levels and 
plans further reductions by 
2020 -- levels less than a 
quarter of those in the United 
States, it is challenged by the 
fact that significant amounts 
of coal are still burned for 
electricity and heat in the city.  
The future of nuclear power in 
improving carbon emissions is 
still somewhat open to debate, 
though Finland does currently 
have an additional nuclear 
power plant under protracted 
construction. 
 

One of the most glaring 
differences between Seattle 
and Helsinki is seen in 
availability and use of public 
transit.  Penttilä observed that 
seventy percent of all 
employees in Helsinki get to 
work by public transit, 
bicycles or walking.  He sees 
great value in bringing all 
purveyors of public transit 
under one authority.  In this 
opinion, he would likely find 
supporters who hope for the 
same thing in Puget Sound. 

 

Participants at the "What Can Seattle Learn From Helsinki" Program 
from l-r: Aija Elg, Visiting Lecturer of Finnish at the University of 
Washington, Tapio Koskinen, Head of Research and Development for 
the Lifelong Learning Institute Dipoli/Helsinki University of 
Technology, John Burbank, Executive Director of EOI, Kristiina 
Hiukka, Hon. Vice-Consul for Finland in the PNW, Gunnar Damström, 
CEO Autopro Automation Consultants Ltd., located in Bellevue, 
Hannu Penttilä, City of Helsinki, Deputy Mayor    

HELSINKI’S 

DEPUTY MAYOR 

VISITS SEATTLE  
By: Gary London 

Hannu Penttilä 
City of Helsinki, Deputy Mayor, City Planning 
and Real Estate 

Photo by: Aaron Keating   
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On 15 July 2009, my son, 
Timothy Lennart Kopra, and six 
crew mates blasted into space 
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, to 
the International Space Station. I 
sobbed as I watched the rocket 
blast off and disappear. 
 

Awe, pride, and joy mixed with 
sadness, sadness because Tim´s 
father, Lennart, and brother, 
Daniel, were not with us to share 
this moment. Lennart died in 
1998; Daniel in 2005. 
 

It was disappointing when the 
June 13 and 17 launches were 
canceled. Many people changed 
hotel and airline reservations 
and work and vacation schedules 
in order to return for the 
rescheduled July 11 launch. 
 

Then, disbelief and 
disappointment when, at the last 
minute, the weather forced the 
next two launches to be 
scrubbed. Finally, technology 
and weather merged to assure 
the safe shuttle launch of the 
Endeavour STS-127. It was an 
overwhelming emotional 
moment. 
 

Friends and families came from 
all over the United States and 
Canada to view the launch and 
support the astronauts. During 
formal receptions and informal 
gatherings, we visited with our 
families, renewed friendships, 
and formed friendships with 
friends and families of the other 
astronauts. 
 

Amidst the fun while waiting, we 
were anxious and concerned for 
the astronauts. 
 

Two days after launch, we were 
excited to see Tim smile when 
he entered the International 
Space Station and embrace his 
teammates and friends with 
whom he had trained for his stay 
on Station. 
 

On day four of the STS-127 
mission, Tim´s wife Dawn, my 
son Andy, and my husband Tom 
and I were privileged and 
thrilled to be at NASA Mission 
Control Center at the Kennedy 
Space Center in Houston to 
watch Tim´s space walk. 
 

Tim´s heritage reflects the 
international background of the 
six residents with whom he is 
staying on Station. 
 

His grandparents, Antti Kopra 
and Ester Elisabet Saksinen, 
emigrated from Finland in 1915, 
Antti from Karelia, Ester from 
Helsinki. Tim´s father, Lennart 
Lauri Kopra, was born in 
Virginia, Minnesota, but when 
Lennart was two years old, his 
family moved to New Finland, a 
Finnish community in 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 
 

My father´s family emigrated 
from Germany in the latter 
1880´s; my mother´s forebears 
left Germany for the new world 
in the early 1700´s. 
 

I remember with joy the year 
1994-95 when Lennart and I lived 
in Finland, the graciousness of 
Lennart´s Finnish family when 
my husband Tom and I went to 
Finland in2003, and the 
outpouring of love extended to 
Timothy and his family when 
they visited Finland in 2007. 
 

Martha Witthoft Kopra 
 

Questions for an Astronaut 
 

My brother, Tim Kopra, is one of 
the seven astronauts who flew 
on the space shuttle Endeavour 
to dock with the International 

Space Station on July 17. 
 

He will stay there for several 
months as a member of the 
station´s crew, returning with 
the next shuttle mission. Of 
course, everyone is surprised 
when I describe what Tim is 
doing. Inevitably, they will ask 
me questions about Tim´s 
background and his work while 
living on the space station. 
 

But when people are talking to 
my mother, the first question 
will usually be, ''How do you 
feel?'' 
 

This is in some ways a very 
foolish question. How do they 
think she would be feeling? Her 
son is in outer space! A short 
answer will be banal (''proud,'' 
''excited,'' ''anxious''); along 
answer will still test the limits of 
expressing profound emotions in 
mere words. 
 

When we ask questions, we may 
have answers we are hoping to 
hear. How did Tim become an 
astronaut? A journalist will look 
for clues in Tim´s background. 
They will ask my mother about 
the family and what Tim was like 
as a little boy. 
 

But other journalists will ask 
other questions: Was Tim able to 
become an astronaut because he 
graduated from the West Point 
military academy? Did his test 
pilot training and his Masters 
degree in Aerospace Engineering 
from Georgia Tech play crucial 
roles? 
 

Or is it because his wife Dawn is 
from Kentucky? How did his 
earlier work at NASA on the 
Space Station´s Vehicle 
Integration Testing Team help 
his candidacy as an astronaut? 
Was the loving support and 
guidance of his older brother a 
crucial factor? (This is the 
explanation that I personally find 
most compelling.) And so on, 

(Continued on page 18) 
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
                Wäinö Mäki 

Condolences toCondolences toCondolences toCondolences to    
                Sylvia Lauri Mäki,  

     in the loss of her husband  

Finnish American Otto Heino, 
the Ojai-based master potter, 
educator and symbol of the 
midcentury California studio 
crafts movement who along 
with his late wife, Vivika, 
reformulated a lost-to-the-
ages Chinese glaze that made 
him a multimillionaire, has 

died. He was 94. 
 

Otto Heino was born April 20, 1915, in East 
Hampton, Conn., the fifth of 12 children of 
Finnish immigrants August and Lena Heino. He 
was raised on a New Hampshire farm where 
every child played a musical instrument; Otto's 
was trombone. The large family survived the 
Great Depression raising dairy cattle and 
delivering milk. During World War II Heino served 
in the Army Air Forces as a fighter plane crew 
chief and a B-17 gunner. After the war, Heino 
attended the League of New Hampshire Arts and 
Crafts on the GI Bill. He married his pottery 
instructor, Vivika Timeriasieff, in 1950.  
 

In addition to being a celebrated artist and 
philanthropist, Heino was known to be 
exceptionally generous with his time: teaching, 
demonstrating and mentoring generations of 
potters from around the world. 
 

The Heinos had no children. Otto Heino is 
survived by his youngest sister, Olga Rogowski, of 
Canoga Park, CA. 
 

Memorial Donations may be made to Vivika and 
Otto Heino scholarship funds administered by Ojai 
Studio Artists, www.ojaistudioartists.org, or the 
League of New Hampshire Craftsmen, 
www.nhcrafts.org 

Three-time Golden Globe nominee, Patrick Swayze, the 

actor who danced his way into viewers' hearts with 

"Dirty Dancing" and then broke them with "Ghost," has 

died after a battle with pancreatic cancer. He was 57. 
 

Swayze was born August 18, 1952 in Houston, the son 

of the late Jesse Swayze and choreographer Patsy 

Swayze. In 1975 he married Finnish American Lisa Niemi 

(Lisa Anne Haapaniemi), a fellow dancer who took 

lessons with his mother; they met when he was 19 and 

she was 15. 
 

Swayze played football, but as the son of a 

choreographer-dance teacher also found himself drawn 

to dance and theater, performed with the Feld, Joffrey 

and Harkness Ballets and appeared on Broadway as 

Danny Zuko in "Grease." He turned to acting in 1978 

after a series of injuries and was active in that career 

almost until the time of his death, despite his grave 

illness. Multi-talented, Swayze performed and co-wrote 

a song on the “Dirty Dancing” soundtrack, the ballad 

"She's Like the Wind," inspired by his wife, Lisa. 
 

Off-screen, he was an avid conservationist who was 

moved by his time in Africa to shine a light on "man's 

greed and absolute unwillingness to operate according 

to Mother Nature's laws," he told the AP in 2004. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Lisa, his mother, two 

brothers, Don and Sean, and a sister, Bambi. Swayze 

was predeceased by his father and 

his sister, Vicky. 
 

Memorial donations may be made to  the:  

Patrick Swayze Pancreas Cancer Research 

Fund 

Stanford Cancer Center 

Development Office 

2700 Sand Hill Road 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Donations payable to: Stanford University 

Otto Heino, 1915-2009 Patrick Swayze, 1952-2009 



 

 

Photographs from FFSC Events 
 

Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community events are available for 
purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com.  A variety of different size prints can be ordered. All proceeds 
go to benefit Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to donate your 
FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at (206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 
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News from Katrilli 
  By: JoAnne Hardt Rudo  

We began our year with a performance at the 
Kalevela held at the Nordic Heritage Museum.  
Katrilli was also involved with the 2009 Finnfest 
with activities held at the museum.  Not only did 
we do some of the traditional folk dances wearing 
National costumes but we also did some of the old 
court dances wearing formal gowns and tuxedos 
and tails.  The women enjoyed dressing up in 
their finery and the men seemed to enjoy all the 
compliments on how nice they looked in their 
formal wear. 
 Katrilli did a couple of performances for 
the Seattle Children’s Museum with an 
appreciative crowd of parents and youngsters.  
Along with two performances for the Swedish 
Cultural Center’s monthly pancake breakfast, we 
also allowed time for sharing Finnish culture at 
some local nursing homes. 
 Nordic culture was one of the features for 
the 2009 Folklife celebration and we were 
honored when Folklife asked us to be involved.  It 
was an exciting event with a large audience.  We 
were nervous but the performance went well with 
lots of nice comments regarding our dances.  
  For Skandia’s Midsommarfest, held at St. 
Edward State Park, we performed, walked in the 
Folk Parade and enjoyed ourselves with social 
dancing held on the outdoor stage.  One of our 
members, Diana Ng, erected an authentic Sami 
tent that always piques people’s interest. Several 
members helped at the Kukka Kioski which is 
probably the most popular booth at the festival.  
It is a very nice scene as you see families with 
their children weaving the flowered crowns that 
are worn throughout the festival.    
                 In August, Katrilli  participated in the 
very enjoyable Finnish Art and Music Festival.   Of 
course, there were also many gatherings 
celebrating birthdays and just celebrating the joy 
of music, dancing, good food and the very special 
camaraderie that comes with the continuity of 
sharing and promoting Finnish folk culture. 
 Our fall season is already a busy one: This 
September, Katrilli will be at the University of 

Washington to celebrate 100 years of 
Scandinavian studies and fifteen years of Baltic 
studies.  There will be a ceremonial tree planting 
symbolizing the eight countries studied at the 
University of Washington.  The eight oak trees will 
be planted around the oldest foot path on 
campus.   
            We will travel to Puyallup for the 
Scandinavian Heritage Festival and the always fun 
Octoberfest.  Another performance for the Seattle 
Children’s Museum is also on the schedule in 
October…   
 November will find us at the Bellevue 
Crossroads Festival for the Ethnic Heritage Council 
and Katilli will do the popular Lucia processional 
for the Nordic Heritage Museum’s Yulefest and for 
Seattle Center’s Winterfest.  Katrilli will end the 
2009 season with a Lucia program for the Swedish 
Cultural Center’s December pancake breakfast. 
 Yes, we have been quite active but it has 
been fun and has created many special memories.  
Fortunately, we have enough members that we 
can share the many events so that no one gets too 
over whelmed.  Katrilli is an open group and we 
always welcome newcomers.  We are ever so 
fortunate to have the very talented musicians of 
Folk Voice who often accompany our 
performances.  We meet at the Swedish Culture 
Center on Sunday, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Join us for 
celebrating and promoting Finnish folk customs 
and traditions.  Did I mention that we have really 
great parties?? 

Photo By: Martin Ng 
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CAKE MAKES CONTROVERSY IN FINLANDCAKE MAKES CONTROVERSY IN FINLANDCAKE MAKES CONTROVERSY IN FINLANDCAKE MAKES CONTROVERSY IN FINLAND    

No question about it:  Finns take food 
seriously.  And they prefer that it be Finnish 
food, thank you.  Where fresh produce is 
concerned, it is Finnish potatoes, peas, 
strawberries, blueberries, cloudberries and 
mushrooms that consumers want.  The same 
is true of prepared food. If you doubt that, 
consider the brouhaha when a Swedish 
company bought out the traditional Turun 
Sinappi (occasioning the creation of the 
alternative Auran Sinappi with a more purely 
Finnish pedigree) or when the multinational 
behemoth Nestle purchased Valio, noted for 
its excellent ice cream. 
 
More recently comes a story that pits Finn 
against Finn where food is concerned, and at 
the center of the conflict is a cake named 
after the wife of the third president of the 
Finnish Republic.  According to the ever-
reliable Helsingin Sanomat, the cake was 
originally called “Fragilité” by the Stella 
Bakery which made it.  Then, in the 1930s, 
when Finnish First Lady Ellen Svinhufvud 
began to regularly order the cake for her 
coffee klatches, it took on her name. 
 
Over the years, the Ellen Svinhufvud Cake 
continued as a major Stella product.  Beyond 
the familiar Stella Bakery itself at Erottaja, 
the principal outlet for this delicacy was 
Stockmann.  Unfortunately for Stella, the 
department store decided some three years 
ago to stop carrying the cake, and, to add 
insult to injury, offered as a substitute its 

own almond-based cake – “Sans Rival.”   
Stella took Stockmann to Commerce Court 
and won a Pyrrhic victory.  Stockmann could 
not longer refer to the Ellen Svinhufvud Cake 
in advertising its own variation.  But the 
damage was done:  Stella was forced into 
bankruptcy, which explains it’s unfortunate 
absence from the Helsinki street scene. 
 
The story takes a happier turn with news in 
May that Bilnäs Iron Works has purchased the 
rights to produce the Ellen Svinhufvud Cake 
and will offer it for sale immediately at 
selected retail outlets and later at a 
restaurant to be built at the popular Bilnäs 
complex of studios, shops and galleries. 
 
So, next time you are in Finland, find the 
cake that made Stella and Ellen famous, and 
lift your coffee cup to their memory as you 
indulge your sweet tooth.  If you can’t wait 
that long, make your own version of the cake 
from a recipe on  the next page. 
               Gary London 

Please note, the deadline for the December ’09 / January ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the December ’09 / January ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the December ’09 / January ‘10 Please note, the deadline for the December ’09 / January ‘10     

Edition of the Newsletter is November 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is November 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is November 15, 2009.Edition of the Newsletter is November 15, 2009.    

All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed All submitted ads and articles will be printed     

as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor. as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor.     

Photo By: Taina 
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Ellen Svinhufvud CakeEllen Svinhufvud CakeEllen Svinhufvud CakeEllen Svinhufvud Cake    
Macaroon sheets: 

1 ⅔ cups confectioner’s sugar 

6 egg whites 

¾ cup ground almonds (nut meal) 

 

The filling: 

⅔ cup strong coffee 

¼ cup Baileys (or additional coffee) 

½ cup + 2 T. heavy cream 

7 T sugar (you can use 3 T. muscovado or     

 brown sugar and 4 T. granulated sugar) 

2 ½ sticks butter- room temperature 

½ cup ground almonds (nut meal) 

 

For decorating: 

A handful of toasted almond slivers 

Confectioner’s sugar 

This cake is sure to satisfy almost any sweet tooth, but  pay special attention  

to this recipe if you’ve been looking for a Gluten-Free treat! 

Preheat the oven to 250 degrees F. 
 

Combine egg whites and confectioner’s sugar for macaroon sheets. Beat with a mixer until mixture become 

sticky, this will not resemble regular meringue and it will take approximately 15-20 minutes (7-8 minutes if 

you use the whisk attachment of an electric mixer). Add the nut meal carefully to the egg and sugar mixture, 

fold it in. Line two baking trays with parchment paper and start spooning the mixture onto them. You should 

make four rectangular shaped cake bases with the mixture or 4, 8-9” round layers. Bake until dry, but not 

burned. It will take about 1 ½ hours. Change the position of the trays in the oven a couple of times while 

baking. When the cake bases have dried and are done, take them out of the oven and leave them to cool.** 

 

For filling add the sugar to the coffee (the coffee should be hot) and let it cool. Add the cream and the 

Baileys. 

Beat the butter until it is creamy. Add the coffee mixture to the butter, small amounts at a time. Lastly add 

the nut meal. 

 

Layer each cake base with the buttercream and decorate the cake with toasted almond slivers and 

confectioner’s sugar. 

 

Keep cake loosely covered and chilled until ready to serve. Allow 15-30 for cake to come to room 

temperature before slicing with a sharp knife. 

 

** Hint: When the macaroon layers are done, place them upside down on some baking paper. Take a kitchen 

cloth and moisten it with ice cold water and then just move it along the baking paper (without moistening 

the macaroons themselves). This will make it easier for you to take the macaroon sheets off the baking 

paper without breaking them. Continue cooling on racks and handle with care. 

 

Adapted from: A Gluten-Free Almond Cake 
by Emilia  

http://glutenfreeday.com 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Upcoming Events 
SCANDINAVIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL OCT. 9th – 11th. 11:00am – 7:00pm, 
Friday – Sunday. Pavilion Hall, Puyallup Fair & Event Center, (Puyallup 
Fairgrounds). 
Admission:  To all events, (incl. Oktoberfest NW), Friday 11-3 FREE, Friday 
3-7 $8, Saturday $8, Sunday $4 (half Price), children 12 and under free. 
FREE Parking in Gold and Blue lots. Overnight RV parking for a fee in the 
RV parking lot. Entrance – Gold or Blue gate of fairgrounds at 9th and 
Meridian. 

 A celebration of Scandinavian Culture Representing Scandinavian Organizations: Denmark-Iceland-
Finland-Norway-Sweden. Daily programs, Scandinavian Food, Arts & Crafts. 425-881-1544, 
desireeomdal@hotmail.com 

The Finnish Lutheran Church invites you to 

Annual Fall Auction and Dinner 
Saturday October 10, 2009 at 5.00 PM 

Starting with preview at 5 PM  

followed by Dinner & Musical Entertainment and 

Silent and Live Auctions 

Finnish Lutheran Church 8504 13
th

 Ave NW, Seattle, WA  

We kindly ask for (tax deductible) donations of auction items 

before October 4, 2009.  
To make donations, please contact Kerttu Juntila (253 904 8700), Anne Karppinen (425 823 7054)  

or Monica Anderson (206 632 5981)  

FINNISH COMMUNITY BAZAAR  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

The Finnish American Heritage Committee invites all Finns, non-Finns, and friends of Finns to the  

31st Annual Finnish Community Bazaar at the Nordic  Heritage Museum on  

November 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

A dozen Seattle Finnish organizations welcome your support.  

Enjoy lunch.  Win a raffle prize.  Shop for crafts, baked goods and holiday gifts.   

Meet and greet your friends at the Finnish Community Bazaar. 
 

From Interstate 5, you can drive westward toward Ballard from exits at 50th Street or 85th Street.   

The Nordic Heritage Museum is located at 3014 NW 67th Street. 

Plentiful parking is available from the NW 68th Street entrance to the Nordic Heritage Museum.   

Metro Bus 17 serves nearby 32nd Avenue NW. 
 

YULEFEST 

Saturday–Sunday, November 21–22, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Celebrate the holiday season with the Nordic Heritage Museum’s 2009 Yulefest. 
Browse hand-crafted Scandinavian gifts, enjoy performances by a host of 

Scandinavian musical talent, dine on Nordic cuisine that will certainly inspire 
holiday cheer, and enjoy craft activities for children. Santa will also be attending 

Yulefest and hopes to visit all of the children who attend this year!  
Suggested donation is $3 for adults and $1 for children under 12; children under 3 are admitted free. 

The Nordic Heritage Museum is located at 3014 NW 67th Street. 
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2009 Itsenäisyysjuhla2009 Itsenäisyysjuhla  
 

Celebrating 92 years of Finnish IndependenceCelebrating 92 years of Finnish IndependenceCelebrating 92 years of Finnish IndependenceCelebrating 92 years of Finnish Independence    
1917 1917 1917 1917 ––––    2009200920092009    

    

Dinner & DanceDinner & DanceDinner & DanceDinner & Dance    

Saturday December 5, 2009Saturday December 5, 2009Saturday December 5, 2009Saturday December 5, 2009    

Swedish Cultural CenterSwedish Cultural CenterSwedish Cultural CenterSwedish Cultural Center    

1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, Washington1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, Washington1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, Washington1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, Washington    
    

Social Hour to include  pickled herring and other treatsSocial Hour to include  pickled herring and other treatsSocial Hour to include  pickled herring and other treatsSocial Hour to include  pickled herring and other treats----    6:00 PM 6:00 PM 6:00 PM 6:00 PM     
    

Dinner (including  complementary wine ) Dinner (including  complementary wine ) Dinner (including  complementary wine ) Dinner (including  complementary wine ) ----    7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM     
    

Program & Dance to FollowProgram & Dance to FollowProgram & Dance to FollowProgram & Dance to Follow    

Honored Speaker: Consul General of Finland, Mrs. Kirsti Westphalen Honored Speaker: Consul General of Finland, Mrs. Kirsti Westphalen Honored Speaker: Consul General of Finland, Mrs. Kirsti Westphalen Honored Speaker: Consul General of Finland, Mrs. Kirsti Westphalen     
Performance By: Terhi MiikkiPerformance By: Terhi MiikkiPerformance By: Terhi MiikkiPerformance By: Terhi Miikki----Broersma, FFN Performer of the Year Broersma, FFN Performer of the Year Broersma, FFN Performer of the Year Broersma, FFN Performer of the Year     

    

Festive Attire, National Costumes EncouragedFestive Attire, National Costumes EncouragedFestive Attire, National Costumes EncouragedFestive Attire, National Costumes Encouraged    
    

$45 per  person for early registration by November 7, 2009 

$50 per person, RSVP by Tuesday November 20, 2009 
 

For information, please contact 
Sirkku Vasama: Phone 206-619-3219 or  E Mail svasama@aol.com 

or 

Leo Utter: Phone 206-832-1824  or E Mail  utterl@yahoo.com  

 Page  17 

 

Please send your check, $50 Per Person ($45 for  Early Registration) made out to FFSC — with this form (or facsimile) 
 

IDDD Committee 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Total # in Party _____________________ 
PO Box 75052  
Seattle WA  98175 Total Enclosed $ ____________________ 
 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________  

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________  

Phone (_______)  ________________________  E-mail _______________________________  

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names)  ____________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

____ Hearing impaired. I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing. 

____ I would like to volunteer for event preparations. Please contact me. 

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________  
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Finl^ndi^ Found^tion  
Columbi^-P^cific Ch^pter  
M^y 2nd Celebr^tions  

 
 

      On May 2nd, 2009 Finlandia Foundation 

Columbia-Pacific Chapter was privileged to host a 

major cultural event with the Rededication and the 

Celebration of Portland State University’s Finnish 

Room on its 50th Anniversary.  

The afternoon began with an Open House and 

viewing of the rejuvenated Finnish Room.  The 

attendees, including members of all the Finnish 

and Scandinavian organizations in the area and 

the University, enjoyed the refreshments and 

studied the displays showing the history of 

classroom and the rejuvenation project.  Honorary 

Finnish Consul Paul Niskanen spoke to the 

historical context of the room and Trustee Paul 

Halme brought greetings from FF National and 

told of his memories from 50 years ago.  Metro 

Council President David Bragdon spoke about his 

travels to Finland to study the Finnish educational 

system and land use planning.  Finlandia was 

played beautifully by violinist Elisa Boynton.  The 

Rededication was officially marked by the cutting 

of the blue and white ribbon by David Bragdon 

and Rededication Chair Eila Chisholm using a 

Finnish puukko.  In special recognition Eila then 

presented David Alford with the puukko thanking 

him for his leadership and the success of the 

rejuvenation project.   

The celebration 

continued in 

the evening 

with a gala 

event, including 

dinner, 

entertainment 

and dancing at 

Multnomah 

Athletic Club.  

Finlandia 

Foundation 

National Performer of the Year 2009, Terhi Miikki-

Broersma, entertained by singing and playing an 

array of musical instruments.  In addition, three of 

our FFCPC lifetime members, Elisa Boynton on the 

violin, Valerie Blessley on the kantele, and Jori 

Chisholm on the bagpipes, wowed us with their 

expert musical talents.  Vocalist Hilkka Helena and 

musician Heikki Perttu from Florida continued the 

evening by playing their repertoire of Finnish 

dance music to the enthusiastic attendees. 

Thank you to all who participated and celebrated 

in this memorable event, with a special thank you 

to the Finlandia Foundation National trustees, Paul 

Halme, Olavi Huikka, Satu Mikkola, and Rita Koski 

for joining us.  Our chapter strives to support 

Finnish cultural events and we will continue to do 

more in the future.  
  Suvi Chisholm, FFCPC President 
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FFN POY Terhi Miikki-Broersma and Elisa Boyn-
ton joined for a duet to play Kotkan Ruusu  
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and so on. 
 

The questions, and the ideas behind the questions, 
are endless. But for anyone in Finland who reads the 
name ''Kopra'' in the newspaper, there will be a 
feeling that Tim´s Finnish background must be an 
important part of his success. 
 

When a language needs thirteen letters for a sunset, 
but only four letters for ''sisu,'' you can be sure that 
courage and determination are important values in 
Finnish culture. I have to believe that these are 
values that Tim inherited from our father, Lennart 
Kopra. 
 

He was a pilot in World War II, flying dangerous 
missions over the Himalayas as a young man in his 

early twenties. Our grandfather, Antti Kopra, 
emigrated from Finland to the northern United 
States and Canada in 1915 as a Lutheran missionary. 
 

They both traveled far from home for ideas they 
believed in and at great personal risk. 
 

Now Tim continues the Kopra tradition of brave 
service to an ideal. His Finnish roots strengthen him, 
the memory of our father inspires him, and our 
mother supports him in ways that are beyond the 
power of language to describe. 
 

But there are some questions that can still be asked, 
and now I imagine that my mother and Tim are both 
thinking the same thing: ''So another impossible task 
is being completed. What will be next? '' 
 

Andy Kopra 
Courtesy of Juha Makipaa  

(Continued from page 11) 
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In 1954, the President of Portland State College, Dr. 

John Cramer, wrote to Portland’s ethnic communities 

suggesting that each of them furnish one of the 

College’s new classrooms in the style of their 

country.  The Portland chapter of the Finlandia 

Foundation elected to undertake this project.  The 

final result of the efforts of the Finnish Community 

was a handsome classroom decorated with Finnish 

fabrics, birch wall boards, a vast black and white 

photo mural, with a scene from Finland’s lake 

district, a superb relief map of Finland cut from 

Finnish pine and the room’s baseboard of Finnish 

gray-white granite.  The furniture was designed by 

Ilmari Tapiovaara.  
 

The Finns were the only ones to bring a nationality 

classroom to reality at Portland State University.  

Through the years the room was used for multitude of 

functions, including Finnish and Scandinavian 

language classes.  It also provided an ideal meeting 

place for the many Finnish groups and a lovely 

setting for small events.  With time and wear the 

condition of the room and its furnishings eventually 

deteriorated into disrepair and clutter.  

About three 

years ago 

Finlandia 

Foundation 

Columbia-

Pacific 

Chapter 

decided to 

restore the Finnish Room as it no longer gave a 

proper impression of Finland.  Maintaining the 

original character and design, the volunteers cleaned, 

painted and repaired the room.  The worn out and 

unusable chairs and desks were replaced with new 

furniture and with the Finnish-American Historical 

Society’s contribution new Alvar Aalto design chairs 

were added.  The rejuvenation of the classroom was 

accomplished in time for the Rededication on May 

2nd, 2009 exactly fifty years from the Dedication of 

the room in 1959.   
 

Once again, this ”Suomi-huone” is a working 

showcase representing the best of Finland, a beautiful 

learning environment for PSU students and a 

gathering place for Finnish cultural activities.   
 

   Submitted By: Eila Chisholm 

Kaino Leethem making preparations for the  
Finnish Room Open House  

THE FINNISH CL@SSROOMTHE FINNISH CL@SSROOMTHE FINNISH CL@SSROOMTHE FINNISH CL@SSROOM    
Portl^nd St^te UniversityPortl^nd St^te UniversityPortl^nd St^te UniversityPortl^nd St^te University    

Portl^nd, OregonPortl^nd, OregonPortl^nd, OregonPortl^nd, Oregon    

 

Finl^nd Summer Festiv^l 
2009  

The Organizers of 
FSF would like to 
thank everyone for 
making this years 

event a big 
success!  

M
usic

 

Entert^inment 

Old Frie
nds 

New Friends 

Fun! 

Photos Courtesy of: Marja Hall 
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Pauliina Mikkola, daughter 

of FFSC Vice President Satu 

Mikkola and Jussi Mikkola, 

wed Gregg Slosson in 

Wailea, Maui, Hawaii        

on April 4, 2009.  

Ashlee Smith wed Christopher 

Redfern, son of FFSC Editor 

Taina Lindström-Redfern and 

John Redfern Jr.,  in 

Greenwood, South Carolina  

on August 15, 2009 

`ÜA tÇw `ÜA tÇw `ÜA tÇw `ÜA tÇw 
`ÜáA`ÜáA`ÜáA`ÜáA    
`|v{txÄ `|v{txÄ `|v{txÄ `|v{txÄ     
wxUÄtá|É wxUÄtá|É wxUÄtá|É wxUÄtá|É     

`ÜA tÇw `ÜáA`ÜA tÇw `ÜáA`ÜA tÇw `ÜáA`ÜA tÇw `ÜáA    
ZÜxz ZÜxz ZÜxz ZÜxz     
fÄÉááÉÇfÄÉááÉÇfÄÉááÉÇfÄÉááÉÇ    

`ÜA tÇw `ÜáA `ÜA tÇw `ÜáA `ÜA tÇw `ÜáA `ÜA tÇw `ÜáA 
V{Ü|áàÉÑ{xÜ V{Ü|áàÉÑ{xÜ V{Ü|áàÉÑ{xÜ V{Ü|áàÉÑ{xÜ 
exwyxÜÇexwyxÜÇexwyxÜÇexwyxÜÇ    

Pictured: Clark, Annukka, Amanda and Carson Small; 

Peter,  Katie and Thorsten Mikkola;  

Pauliina and Greg Slosson; and Satu and Jussi Mikkola 

Pictured: Rita and Al Koski; Alyce Graefe;  

John Redfern III; Ashlee and Christopher Redfern;  

Ben and Christina Hjalmer; Taina and John Redfern Jr.; 

and Katherine Redfern 

Pictured: Amy Atangan, Finn Rinne, Anna-Liisa Rinne 

and Pentti Rinne; Marjaana and Michael deBlasio; and 

Liisa, Ralfin, Max and Alexander Wilker 

Marjaana Rinne, daughter   

of Anna-Liisa Rinne and 

longtime FFSC member and 

past president Pentti Rinne, 

wed Michael deBlasio in 

Cerreto Sannita, Italy         

on June 27, 2009 

 

Dear Members, 
 

Please let us know about your family 
celebrations. Has there been a birth, 
graduation or wedding that you 
would like to share? We’d love to 

rejoice with you! 
 

Just e mail the information to: 
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to: 

FFSC  

PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

 
Take Care, 
Taina 
Editor 
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Finnish Luther^n Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA   98117  

Regarding church matters, please call: 
Heikki Mannisto 425 603 0517 
Kerttu Juntila  253 904 8700 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 
 

Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM. 
Special Events: 

• November 8, 2009 at 10 AM: Swedish Sunday/Liturgy, texts, hymns 
in Swedish, Sermon in English.   

• Sunday November 22, 2009:  90th Anniversary Celebration of the Foundation of the 
Congregation.  Service with communion at the church at 11 AM.  Lunch and festive program with 
speeches and music, choir and solo singing  at 1 PM at the Leif Erickson Hall, 2245 NW 57th St, 
Seattle, WA 98107.  

FLC Bible Studies & Sunday School: 
Please contact Church for details.  

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially 
men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo and soaps) for people in need - you can bring 
these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
”He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.”  
          Proverbs 19:17 

Pastors –  Vistiting pastors Tom Kangas,  
            Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri 

Newly published historical fiction:  

"Criss-Cross - A Finnish Orphan's Search for Family"  

by Lorraine Esala 
    To West coast Finnish-American Societies and even the Swede-

Finns:  Above book is based on actual records of Karelian orphan sent to Swe-

den, then adopted and emigrated to U.S.  As an adult she returns to search 

for relatives and finds new respect for Finnish sacrifices and Swedish hospi-

tality 70 years ago. For sale through Amazon.com or directly from author for 

$13.99. Author will pay postage and handling:                   

Lorraine Esala, P.O. Box 1754,Cortaro, AZ 85652Ph. 520/744-5064  

email: plesala@ymail.com  
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Speci^l Offer 
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Finnish ProverbFinnish ProverbFinnish ProverbFinnish Proverb    

 NOW YOU C@N P@Y YOUR  
MEMBERSHIP DUES ONLINE  

You can now renew your membership or pay for a 
new membership online!  We have added PayPal 
to our website to make paying quick and easy- 
using an existing PayPal account or, alternatively, 
your Visa, MasterCard, American Express or 
Discovery card. 
 

Just go to http://www.finnsnw.com, click on the 
“Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation” 
link, and then click “Join or Renew”.  There you 
will be able to make selections based on your 
appropriate membership level (single, senior 
single, couple, etc.) as well as any donations that 
you wish to make and follow prompts to complete 
your information. There will be a tutorial 
available on our site for anyone who feels they 
need more comprehensive instructions. 

 

Note that 
FFSC never 
gets any 
information 
on your 
credit or 
debit card; the payment is entirely processed by 
PayPal.  For information on PayPal’s security and 
protection, please visit http://www.paypal.com. 
 

We will also be adding the option of paying online 
for the upcoming Independence Day Dinner and 
Dance.  Check the website!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Esko Männistö by email 
at Rally2007@comcast.net. 

Finnish Language Classes 
On my visit to welcome the FFSC Finnish Language Class students at the start of the fall 
trimester I was delighted to find 18 enthusiastic students all signed up and ready to tackle, 
head on, this incredible language in beginner's, intermediate and reading/conversation 
sessions. Our lead teacher is Jenni Salmi and our new teacher is Evan Wright. Should you 
be interested in learning to speak or read  Finnish, please contact Jenni Salmi at 
jenni.salmi@gmail.com for information on future class dates.  
          Rita Vermala-Koski  

* “Jos työ olisi herkkua, niin herrat  
tekisivät sen itse." 

 
Translation: "If work were a delicacy, the 
masters (bosses) would do it themselves" 



 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

                       Supporting $50   Lifetime $300 
 

IWANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  _______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  

FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 3 for details) 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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� New / Returning Member 
� Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

� Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.     



 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 

    Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 
     Address Service Requested 
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Train On Its Way to Helsinki 
Photo By: Jenni Salmi 


