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Calendar of Upcoming Events
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Feb 06

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall

Feb 07

10am

FLC

Feb 07

5-7pm

Swedish Sunday with Pastor Liljenstolpe
giving the sermon in Swedish
Katrilli Practice

Feb 13

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall

Feb 14
Feb 14

SCC

Happy Valentine’s Day! (Ystävänpäivä)
5-7pm

Katrilli Practice

Feb 15

President’s Day -USA

Feb 16

Shrove Tuesday (Laskiaistiistai)

Feb 17

Ash Wednesday (Tuhkakeskiviikko)

SCC

Feb 20

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall

Feb 21

5-7pm

Katrilli Practice

SCC

Feb 21

4pm

MOSTLY NORDIC CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
“Songs of Finland: Hearing Homeward”

NHM

Feb 24

7:30pm

Films from Finland Series: Hurmaava
joukkoitsemurha (A Charming Mass Suicide)

SCC

Feb 26

2pm

Films from Finland Series: Hurmaava
joukkoitsemurha (A Charming Mass Suicide)

SCC

Feb 26

7:30pm

Troublemaker’s Mother Performance

NHM

Feb 27

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall

Feb 27

3pm & 7:30pm

Troublemaker’s Mother Performance

NHM

Feb 28

Kalevala Day (Kalevalan päivä)

Feb 28

3pm

Troublemaker’s Mother Performance

NHM

Feb 28

5-7pm

Katrilli Practice

SCC

Mar 06

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall

Mar 07

5-7pm

Katrilli Practice

SCC

Mar 13

10am-12pm

Tanhuajat practice

FLC Maki Hall
Calendar Cont’d on Pg. #20

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that
have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere
in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change.

FLC = Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864)
NHM = Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle
SCC = Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle
October/November2010
February/March
2005
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President’s Message

It’s a New Year !

Consulate General in Los Angeles, as our
guest speaker. She showed a great deal of
interest in our ongoing activities and
expressed a desire to return again soon.
We extend her a warm welcome at any
time. The event was well attended and a
good time was had by all. On Saturday,
October 9, there will be an opportunity to
hear the FFN Performers of the Year; “Finn Hall”
from Minnesota. They will entertain for both your
listening and dancing pleasure. They will be joined by
Professor Emeritus, Arnold Alanen, from University
of Wisconsin. Professor Alanen is the FFN Lecturer
of the Year and offers an entertaining and
informative presentation; Cultural Landscape
History. More information on this and other
innovative programs will be published in the next
FFSC Newsletter. We’ve had a member-at-large
change on the FFSC Board. After several years, Steve
Crary, has advised us that he needs to concentrate on
personal matters. We thank Steve for his service and
welcome Tapio Koskinen who will complete Steve’s
term.

Please support our goals with your
continued FFSC membership by signing up
a family member or friend for membership
and by attending our programs throughout
2010. This year is filled with many original
and enjoyable events. Adapted from the
Kalevala, the world premier of the musical,
Troublemaker’s Mother, will be performed at the
Nordic Heritage Museum from February 26-28.
Complete information on times and reservations are
found in this newsletter. Then we welcome the
Helsinki School of Economics Male Choir (KYL) in
concert on Tuesday, March 30, at the HUB
Auditorium of the University of Washington. Again,
full information is found in this newsletter. You will
note that FFSC is now accepting reservations and
payments via PayPal for those wishing to use a credit
card for these two ticketed events. Our Annual
Membership Meeting will be held at the Swedish
Cultural Center on Wednesday, April 30 at 6:30PM
followed by a family friendly Films from Finland
selection: Kulkuri ja Joutsen. We will review the FFSC
2009 events briefly at the Annual Meeting, but I do I look forward to seeing you all at the FFSC winter
want to take this opportunity to mention the very events and wish you warm and sunny thoughts of the
successful Independence Day celebration that we spring to come.
hosted in December. It was an honor to have Consul
Rita Vermala-Koski
General Kirsti Westphalen, from the Finnish
President, FFSC

Scholarship Donors

Pastor Tom & Mrs. Jane Kangas
Liisa Kito
Wayne Matta
Jermaine McCarthy
Jussi & Satu Mikkola

Silius Ranta
Doris & Dale Snow
Linda Underhill
Lee & Fran Whitehill
Ray Wiitala

We gratefully acknowledge our anonymous donors as well
February/March 2010
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FFSC Annual Meeting &
2010-2011 Board Elections
Wednesday April 28, 2010
6:30 PM at the
Swedish Cultural Center
Our 2010 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding the
Films from Finland. Light refreshments will be served.

The FFSC Nominating Committee is presenting the
following slate for your consideration:
FFSC Officer Nominees
President: Rita Vermala-Koski
Vice-President: Satu Mikkola
Secretary: John Burbank
Treasurer: Fran Whitehall
Membership Secretary: Esko Männistö
Newsletter Editor: Taina Lindström-Redfern
Members-at-Large Nominees
Marja Hall (incumbent)
Tapio Koskinen (incumbent)
JoAnne Rudo (incumbent)
Sirkku Vasama (incumbent)
Matt Wirkkala (incumbent)
Please submit additional nominees or address any questions to:
FFSC Nominating Committee
PO Box 75052, Seattle WA 98175

or by email to: FFSC@finns.org

All FFSC members are invited and encouraged to attend

Please note, the deadline for the April/May
Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2010.
All submitted ads and articles will be printed
as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor.
FFSC Newsletter
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~The Arts ~

FINNISH DARK HUMOR IN NEXT “FILMS FROM FINLAND”
By: Gary London
Do Finns have a darker sense of humor than other
nations? Do those long, sun-starved winter days
create a people given to the merriment of misery?
Is there something in the Finnish psyche that sees
laughing out loud as a sign of moral weakness?
The search for answers to these questions should
be made easier by the February and March
selections in the ―Films from Finland‖ series.
No one seems more tapped into the Finnish sense
of humor than Aarto Paasilinna, whose book of the
same
title
was
adapted
to
Hurmaava
joukkoitsemurha (A Charming Mass Suicide), to be
shown on February 24 at 7:30 p.m. and on
February 26 at 2:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural
Center. This provocative satire is about two selfdestructive men who join forces to create a
mutual assistance suicide group. They and their
adherents set off on a road trip to find the
perfect place for their mass action.
What
happens?
No spoiler alert here.
Interested
parties will have to find out for themselves by
seeing this film..

known Finnish actors as Kristina Halkola, VesaMatti Loiri, and Heikki Nousiainen. The film’s
director is Ere Kokkonen, who has been behind
the camera in a number of popular Finnish
comedies featuring Uuno Turhapuro, Spede and
Vääpäli Körmy
March 24 and March 26 brings another variation in
Finnish humor in Aki Kaurismäki’s 1986 classic,
Varjoja paratiisissa (Shadows in Paradise). This
Jussi Award winner as Best Picture brings together
Kaurismäki regulars Kati Outinen and Matti
Pellonpää as a shy supermarket check-out clerk
and lonely garbage man who open themselves to
some new possibilities for life and for love.
Fans of Kaurismäki will find his understated humor
in abundance in Varjoja paratiisissa, though, like
his other work, this film defies categorization as a
comedy or, for that matter, any well-defined
genre. It clocks in at 71 minutes and is rated K-3
(PG). It, too, is in Finnish with English subtitles.
A $5.00 donation is requested at the door for both
February and March films.

Hurmaava joukkoitsemurha, released in 2000, is
“Films from Finland” is sponsored by Finlandia
113 minutes in length and carries and S (PG)
Foundation Seattle Chapter as part of its mission
rating. The cast is large and includes such wellto cultivate an understanding of Finnish culture.

SIBELIUS AT SEATTLE SYMPHONY
Finnish composers and musicians do not figure
prominently in this season’s Seattle Symphony
calendar, but Sibelius does get his due this spring.
On March 25 and 26, his celebrated Symphony No.
5 in E-flat major is the major work, while
Pohjola’s Daughter is on the program on April 29
and May 1.
Leading the earlier concert is Danish-born Thomas
Dausgaard, currently principal conductor of both
the Swedish Chamber Orchestra and the Danish
National Symphony Orchestra. Dausgaard has
made a significant reputation through
performances and recordings of the music of
fellow countryman Per Norgard, particularly his
Symphony No. 6 and Terrains Vagues. More
recently, Dausgaard has recorded Schumann
February/March 2010

By: Gary London

symphonies with the Swedish Chamber Orchestra
to considerable critical acclaim.
Sharing the bill with the Sibelius Fifth in the
Seattle concert is Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto
No. 4 in G minor, with Brazilian-born Arnaldo
Cohen as soloist.
Pohjola’s Daughter is an early Sibelius tone poem
that takes its inspiration from the Kalevala. It is
on the same program with another Rachmaninov
Piano Concerto – the No. 2 in C minor. Robert
Spano will conduct, with Dejan Lazic at the piano.
Tickets for these and other Seattle Symphony
concerts may be purchased online at
www.seattlesymphony.org, by phone at
206.215.4747 or in person at Benaroya Hall.
FFSC Newsletter
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Films from Finland

2010

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 p.m. and all Friday films are at 2:00pm in the Swedish
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.
February 24/26. Hurmaava joukkoitsemurha (A Charming Mass Suicide), 2000, 113 minutes, S.
Two men who have chosen to commit suicide accidentally meet and decide to form a suicide
association to provide peer support for self-destructive people in this film adaptation of a novel by
internationally-successful Arto Paasilinna. Part mass road trip, part satire, all provocative.
March 24/26. Varjoja paratiisissa (Shadows in Paradise). 1986, 71 minutes, K-3.
This Aki Kaurismäki classic offers a romantic story with the director’s typical dark humor.
Kaurismäki regulars Kati Outinen and Matti Pellonpää play a supermarket check-out clerk and a
lonely garbage man who find each other. Jussi winner for Best Film in 1987.
April 28/30. Kulkuri ja joutsen (The Swan and the Wanderer), 1999, 113 minutes, K-3.
Finns made a huge box office success of this film about beloved singer/songwriters Tapio Rautavaara
(Tapio Linoja) and Reino Helismaa (Martti Suosalo). In addition to charting the rise of these two
celebrities, this film also reveals much about Finland in the years after the war.
May 26/28. Elää ja palaa (You Live and Burn), 2007, 69 minutes, K-3.
Writer/director Iiris Härmä offers a documentary view of growing up part of the Roma minority in
modern-day Finland. Viewers peek into a year in the life of a young brother and sister searching for
their identity and a mother trying to help and support them.
June 23/25. Umur, 2002, 102 minutes, S.
Based on a novel by Petter Sairanen, this film tells a simple, but profound, tale of a soldier who falls
in love with the mysterious Umur of the title, only to find her coming in and out of his life, bearing a
painful secret. An incredibly beautifully-captured northern Lapland is the setting.
July and August. Contact Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
September 22/24. Suden vuosi (The Year of the Wolf), 2007, 95 minutes, K-13.
In this film by award-winning director Olli Saarela and drawn from a novel of the same title, a
talented but introverted student meets an older lecturer and finds in him a similar remoteness. The
two of them seek to forge a relationship as those around them doubt their compatibility.
October 27/29. Postia Pappi Jaakobille (Letters to Father Jacob), 2009, 75 minutes, K-7.
Director Klaus Härö, whose films have been among the most popular in this series, continues his
success with this touching story of a blind priest (Heikki Nousiainen) who hires a released convict
(Kaarina Hazard in a breakthrough performance) to tend his household and read his mail.
November 24/26. Itsenäinen Suomi (Independent Finland), 2007, 90 minutes, S.
This documentary, written by Antti Tuuri, views the evolution of the sovereign Finnish nation through
the eyes of Aino, born in 1917 – the year Finland gained its independence. Unique, authentic materials
from the Finnish Archives add to the strength of this stirring tribute, just in time for Finland’s 93 rd
birthday.
December 22. Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, 79 minutes, S.
This pre-Christmas treat is about Risto, a ten-year-old boy who likes to play drums but finds his
attentions divided when Nelly moves into his building. Risto’s life is complicated when he is put in the
are of a relative whose drive for cleanliness and order threatens his passion for his drums. Nelly stands
by him.
~Gary London

FFSC Newsletter
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Katrilli News

By: JoAnne Hardt Rudo
Photos by: Martin Ng

The last few months were very busy but ever so rewarding. Katrilli
began their holiday season with the Nordic Heritage Museum's
Yulefest. The Lucia processional with Lucia wearing the crown of
lights, the young girls dresses in white with the silver garlands in their
hair and the star boys carrying the stars, is always popular with the
audience. My grandson was one of the starboys and I barely recognized
him with his usually unruly hair nicely
Katrilli's Lucia children
combed. The children always show excitement
and delight to be involved and it is certainly a hard act to follow. Never-the-less,
Katrilli performed and did a waltz with Folk Voice, our wonderful musicians,
interpretation of Silver Bells. We were surprised and delighted when it seemed as
though most of the audience began singing Silver Bells. I know when I was
dancing, I was wondering how did so many people know all the lyrics. We did not
realize that Penny Curtis, one of our dancers, The Dancing Chicken at the SCC Pancake
Breakfast
had placed a large poster in front of the stage
with all the words. One of the singers was fairly loud and energetic.
As I was dancing, I wondered if the Bodega with its glug and beer
helped his enthusiasm. After the performance, children and
families came on the stage for participatory dancing. The stage was
full of happy people along with our dancing chicken and new this
year, a dancing lit Christmas tree!
The following weekend Katrilli did a similar program for the
Ethnic Heritage Council and Winterfest, held at the Seattle Center.
There were an amazing amount of families and children that came
on the stage for the participatory dancing. I do not think I have
ever seen so many people on the Seattle Center's stage before.
People enjoying participatory dancing along
with the cavorting tree
The big miracle was that no one fell off!
Soon after Winterfest, we were at the Swedish Cultural Center for
their pancake breakfast. Katrilli performed and presented another
Lucia program. The next week, we did two programs for the Seattle
Children's Museum Festival of Light. Of course, there were more
little girls happily participating in the celebration of Lucia. We also
told a story complete with thunder and falling leaves! With our Lucia
programs, the children distributed ginger cookies and traditional
Finnish Christmas birds to all the youngsters that participate. Thanks
to Katrilli member, Kathleen Luquette, who made 350 birds, we had
more than enough of the tweeters to hand out.
With the New Year, Katrilli will be reviewing some old dances and
Families dancing during Katrilli's
beginning
some new dances. So, if your horizons have expanded
program at Yulefest
outward and you are finding that somehow someone shrunk your
clothes, it is a super good time to consider dancing with us. Katrilli meets each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
at the lovely Swedish Cultural Center. Call: (206) 329-1443 for Katrilli information and information on the
wonderful invention—elastic waist bands!

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society
to assist in the publication of our newsletter
February/March 2010
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Tanhuajat News
By: Sirkku Vasama
Photos Courtesy of: Sirkku Vasama & LuAnn Williams

The ever so persistent folk dancers
initiated year 2010 with their annual
meeting held on January 9– looking
forward, and also reflecting on the past
year. Glass beads for fund raisers. A
break from dancing! And we had two
wonderful “jewelry parties”. Quite a few
were sold at the Finlandia Summer Festival
in August and more at the November
bazaar. We thank all who purchased themat the same time supporting Tanhuajat
financially. We have more!!
After a long break we had a chance to
perform at the festival – assisted by Hank
and Maureen Pettit who were spending the
summer in the area. Our newest members,
Randi Parker, Lorna Williams and Ken
Bartanen excelled in their debut!
The season ended with a “group photo
shoot” and breakfast at Swanson’s.
Unfortunately the reindeer were seemingly
uninterested in posing with us. New Year’s
Eve saw us together again celebrating the
past year and greeting the new, as well as
wishing our many December/January born
members Happy Birthday
with cake and candles.
Our new members, with
Finnish backgrounds,
have rekindled the
interest in the culture music, dancing, national
costumes, instruments,
pulla etc.. Lorna Williams
is now the proud owner
of her very own Finnish
costume from Kokkola.
The Kokkola costume, as
Lorna in her new costume
we know it, was first
introduced in 1915. It’s main color is deep
red with narrow multi-colored stripes in the
FFSC Newsletter

Tanhuajat Group Shot at Swansons, l to r: Ken Bartanen, Leo Utter,
Lorna Williams, Randi Parker, LuAnn Williams, Phil Williams,
Sirkku Vasama and Nancy Tsu

skirt. This one-piece costume is worn with a
white short apron and a scarf with beautiful
rose patterns. White stockings and black
simple shoes compliment the picture… In it’s
simplicity this is a very attractive costume.

Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday morning
10.00am – 12.00pm at the FLC Maki
Hall 8502 13th Ave NW, Seattle Wa 98117
Contacts: President LuAnn Williams 206-2438990 and secretary Ken Bartanen 206-7898317

Singles,
couples,
young
and
old are
welcome.
The “uninterested” reindeer at Swanson’s

February/March 2010
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Photo Courtesy of: Marja Hall
Artwork by: Mirka Hokkanen

Mirka Hokkanen arrived to the United States 11 years ago to study fine arts. She has since then obtained
her MA and MFA in printmaking from the University of Dallas, married, moved to DuPont, and
established a presence in the local artists’ community. As her husband, Hee Kim, is currently deployed in
Afghanistan, art has filled even more of her time and helps to fight off the blues and worries associated
with deployments.
Hokkanen currently teaches beginning arts students and gives introductory classes in polymer plates
and relief painting. Teaching creates a nice balance with the actual making of art, she says. “I currently
teach at my studio, which is a rather small space so the groups are on the smaller side, 5-6 people. It is
very rewarding to see the students pull their first print off the press; there is a great sense of
accomplishment. The nice thing about polymer plates is, too, that it provides a low-threshold entry to the
world of art. You can use your own photos, for example, and don’t have to feel like you need to know
how to draw well, etc. That way the students can dismiss any preconceptions about their artistic skills
and start working straight ahead.”
Hokkanen was one of the participants in the Tacoma Art at Work month in 2009. During the month of
November the public could, on specific days, visit the venue where she and three other artists have their
studios and actually make their own souvenir prints to bring home. This popular event put several
hundreds of people, some from as far away as Yakima, in touch with the process of making art.
The main focus of Hokkanen’s art is nature and animals. She says these themes have always been
important to her even though after moving to the U.S. she has gained a newly found appreciation to the
connection most Finns feel with nature. Having been away from Finland, this realization has gained
foothold in her art. For example, for years she has produced prints commenting on themes like intensive
farming practices, combining facts with humor in order to achieve an open intellectual approach on the
often touchy subject. As well as the various kinds of print making and commissioned artwork, Hokkanen
also creates a lot of crafts: toys, clothes, and jewelry just to mention some of the items found on her blog
pages.
In addition to discussing Finnish-minded topics through her art, Hokkanen also enjoys spending time
with her Finnish friends. “This is the first place where I have lived in the U.S. where there actually are
some Finns. It is great to meet and speak Finnish together.” Hokkanen has been regularly volunteering
at community events, such as the Independence Dinner and Dance 2009 and the Finlandia Summer
Fest 2009. She has also joined Evergreen Kantele group in Seattle.
Hokkanen has lived in the state of Washington for a year and definitely seems to have achieved her goal
of keeping herself busy during her husband’s deployment. She reports finding her place in the local
artists’ community has been surprisingly easy. “Coming from a small place in Georgia, I was first totally
overwhelmed with the plentitude of opportunities and events taking place in the Seattle-Tacoma region.
Networking has been fun and it seems that the artists recognize the benefits of synergy. I often realize I
don’t have enough time to do and see everything I would like to.”
For more information about Hokkanen’s art, exhibitions, etc., visit: www.mirkah.com
June/ July 2009 2010
February/March
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Finns had their day at
the Nordic Heritage
Museum on January 16
as eight of them were
interviewed as part of
an ongoing oral
history project,
Nordic American
Voices, sponsored by
By: Gary London
the Museum. While
interviewees were
asked a variety of questions about their
experiences in Finland and in the United States,
the focus of the interviews was recollections of
the Winter and Continuation Wars and the postwar period.
Teams of two interviewers welcomed the
following interviewees: Pirkko Borland, Liisa
Keränen, Mervi Kintner, Hilkka Toivola, Leo Utter,
Benita Westerberg, Norman Westerberg and
Lempi Wilson. Interviews, scheduled for two
hours, often went over as narrators provided
valuable first-person accounts that may
eventually be utilized by the Museum for a variety
of educational purposes, including publications
and exhibits.

FINNISH DAY
AT ORAL
HISTORY
PROJECT

Among the participants, some told of the travails
of living in Finland during and after the wars,
while others reported on their time in Sweden as
sotalapsia – children who
were sent there to escape
the danger and insecurity
in their homeland.
According to Nordic
American Voices project
coordinator, Gordon
Strand, it is the goal of the
initiative to interview up to
200 immigrants from the
Photo from: www.migtationinstitute.fi
Nordic countries at a
variety of locations in the State of Washington.
Interviews have already been conducted in Mount
Vernon, and, on February 20, the interviewers will
set up shop in Auburn. Strand says that the effort
will be to go wherever there are larger
concentrations of Nordics willing to be narrators.
If any readers are willing to be interviewed as
part of Nordic American Voices, they should
contact Janet Rauscher at 206.789.5707.
Particularly invited to participate are those who
have some memory of Finland in the war years or
the period immediately thereafter.

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Scholarships
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of
two $1,000.00 scholarships for projects related to Finland. The successful
applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear plan for using
the scholarship money to support a project related to Finland. College undergraduates are especially encouraged to apply.
In order to apply, applicants must submit a letter of no more than two pages in
length that includes a brief biography and a statement of educational and/or
career objectives. This letter should show how these objectives bear on Finland.
Official transcripts of all college-level studies and one letter of recommendation
written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project
must also be included. If the applicant is a high school student, transcripts from
that level should be submitted. Special consideration is given to applicants who
reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of Washington.
Applications must be received by April 1, 2010. Winners will be notified by
letter, to be sent by April 15, 2010.
Submit applications to:
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Rita Vermala-Koski
PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175
FFSC Newsletter
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Scenes From The 2009
Independence Day
Dinner and Dance

Photos Courtesy of:
Esko Männistö
and
Kristiina Hiukka

Above: Pentti Juntila receiving the
2009 President's Award from Rita
Vermala-Koski at IDDD. Pentti is
an active and very supportive
members of several area FinnishAmercican organizations. He is
ready to lend ahand where needed
and always with a smile.

Longtime FFSC member, Hanna
Sarkanen, receiving the 2009 Vice
President's Award from Satu Mikkola .
Hanna has the distinction and is proud to
tell of being older that Finland!

Left: Honored Guest Consul
General, Kirsti Westphalen

Ron Karjala, Tapio Koskinen, Babak Parviz and Matt Wirkkala
distributing the drinks

Kristiina Hiukka, Honorary Vice Consul for
Finland in the Northwest and son Markus

Photographs from FFSC Events
Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community events are available for
purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com. A variety of different size prints can be ordered. All
proceeds go to benefit Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to
donate your FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at (206) 930-2992 or
Rally2007@comcast.net
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FFSC at Work...
Students and teachers gathered, ready to
further their knowledge of the Finnish
language and the creative staff preparing for
the upcoming FFSC production of
Troublemakers Mother.

On stage at the Nordic Heritage Museum working
on the production:
l to r: Lori Larsen, Jenseen Brons with Sharmon
Cooper and Sarah Lansberry from the NHM

Putting some final touches on over a cup of
Finnish coffee:
Seated are playwright Nick DiMartino and director
Lori Larsen and standing are composer Kim
Douglass with choreographer Jayne Muirhead

Intermediate language class with
teacher Jenni Salmi standing to the left
FFSC Finnish Language Class
students - on a cold and wet
evening in Seattle....the perfect
time to learn some Finnish

Beginners language class with teacher Evan Wright standing

In Memoriam
Harry Hovila

Condolences to
Jean Hovila, in the loss of her husband
FFSC Newsletter
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Upcoming Events
“SONGS OF FINLAND” IN MOSTLY NORDIC SERIES
The 15th season of the popular Mostly
Nordic concert series at the Nordic
Heritage Museum continues on February 21
with ―Songs of Finland: Hearing
Homeward.‖
Performers in this lecture-recital are
soprano Mimmi Fulmer, Professor of Voice
and Associate Director of Opera at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and
pianist Rhonda Kline.
Included in this
tribute to the musical literature of Finland
are art songs, hymns, children’s songs and
folk song arrangements.
The 2010 series began on January 24 with
music of Norwegian composers played by
virtuoso pianist Knut Erik Jensen. On March
14, internationally renowned violinist KarlOve Mannberg will join Mostly Nordic
founder and artistic director Lisa Bergman
in a sampling of Swedish masterworks.
―Icelandic Fantasies‖ follows on April 11
with guitarists Ögmundur Thor Johannesson
and Michael Partington playing a program

of music from Iceland and elsewhere.
Closing the series are The Northwoods Wind
Quintet and guest cellist Roberta Hansen
Downey, who represent Denmark.
All concerts are on Sunday afternoons at
4:00 and are followed by a smorgasbord
typical of the country featured at the
preceding concert. For purchases of or
information about series subscriptions or
single tickets, contact the Nordic Heritage
Museum at 206.789.5707 x 10 or
wwwnordicmuseum.org.
Finland’s reputation for high level musicmaking has been confirmed by Mostly
Nordic concerts in recent years. In 2008,
cellist Jussi Makkonen and pianist Ville
Matvejeff brought the audience to its feet
with a primarily Sibelius program, while
pianist and noted Chopin interpreter Janne
Mertanen impressed last year.
~ Gary London

Troublemaker’s Mother– Media Release
Every February 28, Finns and Fennophiles everywhere honor the Finnish national epic, Kalevala (Land
of the Heroes), compiled by Elias Lönnrot and published more than a century-and-a-half ago. There is
particular excitement surrounding this year’s local celebration, for it marks the second musical adaptation from that source by Seattle writer Nick DiMartino. His popular Sampo (The Magic Mill) was the
highlight of the national FinnFest held on the University of Washington Campus in 1999.
DiMartino’s new work, Troublemaker’s Mother, is derived from the story of ―wanton lover boy‖ Lemminkäinen and his adoring and long-suffering mother. This adaptation retains the classic elements of
tragedy – pride, passion, betrayal, violence and death – while mining the humor beneath the somber
surface. In bringing this work to the stage, DiMartino is joined by composer Kim Douglass, director
Lori Larsen, and a cast of talented performers, including some returning from the Sampo production.
Performances of The Troublemaker’s Mother are scheduled for February 26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. and
February 27 and 28 at 3:00 p.m. in the Nordic Heritage Museum at 3014 NW 67 th Street in Seattle.
Tickets are $20.00 for adults and $15 for students and seniors.
Children 12 and under are free with accompanying adult.
For information regarding ticket purchases, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/Troublemaker.htm
or call 206.363.0225.Troublemaker’s Mother is produced by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter – an
organization dedicated to the dissemination of Finnish arts and culture in Greater Puget Sound.
A grant has been received from Finlandia Foundation National for this project.
DECEMBER 2000/JANUARY
February/March
2010
2001
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My Mummu and Me
July 23-25, 2010, is the time for all
mummus (grandmas), their descendants,
and friends to gather in the community of
Naselle, WA, the “little village with the big
heart.” It is the time to celebrate Finnish
roots, to learn of Finnish culture, and to
experience friendliness at it’s finest. As
Grandma Pakenen frequently asked: “Who
you be and where you come from?” Don’t
be surprised to hear echoes of this same
question over & over during this popular
FREE 3- day festival.
The Finnish American Folk Festival
organizers are once again busy planning
quality programming, exhibits, workshops,
and activities for all ages. The theme “My
Mummu and Me” will be the focal point of
the photography exhibit. Organizers
request poignant photos representing this
theme. Photos should have identifying
information such as names of subjects,
name and contact information of the person
sending them. Photos can be sent via email
to: ronald.malerich@verizon.net or mailed
to Ronald Malerich, 341 West Deep River
Road, Naselle, WA 98638. The organizers
also request stories, vignettes, poems, and
original songs related to this theme which
the FAFF maypublish or can use in the
festival. All such materials can be sent
to: FAFF, P. O. Box 156, Naselle,
WA 98638 or emailed to: phil@naselle.net.
Sporting events will once again include a
Golf Tournament at the Peninsula Golf
Course in Long Beach, WA, on Thursday,
July 22nd. Pre-registration is
necessary. The forms can be downloaded
from the website or call Mike
Swanson: 360/751-1565. The Paavo Nurmi
5K run/walk, held on Saturday also
requires pre-registration if a souvenir t-shirt
is desired. Again, the registration form can
be downloaded from the website or call
Jennifer Bennet: 914/400-5481. Other
Saturday sports events (wife carry, boot
toss and Nokia phone toss) have
registration on the day of the event.
Friday activities begin at 10:00 am with a
FFSC NEWSLETTER
FFSC
Newsletter

featured film highlighting Estonia’s fight for
independence from the USSR. All the
exhibits(photography, arts & crafts, art &
flowers, quilts, Finnish war memorabilia,
logging), the Tori (marketplace), and food
vendors open at this same
hour. Performers once again fill the
courtyard in the afternoon and the stage in
the Commons in the evening. In addition,
special cultural presentations with
discussions happen all day Friday.
Saturday the Cultural Programming Series
and performances continue all
day. Saturday additions include food
demonstrations, arts & crafts
demonstrations, music & genealogy
workshops, plus a dance in the evening for
those of all ages.
Sunday highlights are a community wide
Worship Service followed by pulla
(cardamom bread) and coffee. Note that the
exhibits, food vendors, and Tori will not be
open that day.
The website is: www.finnam.naselle.net
Potential performers should contact Sue
Holway: puhuseh@willapabay.org or
360/665-4272.
Those interested in having a Tori vendor
booth need to contact Wendy Strange. Her
email is: wstrange@wwest.net. Call her at
360/484-7778.
Potential lecturers or discussion leaders
should contact Anita
Raistakka: phil@naselle.net or 360/4843376. For further information, also contact
Anita.
Come join the fun and festivities. Also,
don’t be shy. Volunteer. The rewards
are huge.
DECEMBER
February/March
2000/JANUARY2010
2001

Page 16

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER
FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES SPRING TRIMESTER 2010
Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle
8504 13th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117

March 25 – May 27 (10 classes)
Classes offered:
1) Beginning Finnish 7:00-8:30 pm (Evan Wright)
2) Intermediate Finnish 6:00-7:30 pm (Jenni Salmi)
3) Reading and Conversation 7:30-9:00 pm (Jenni Salmi)
NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS

REGISTRATION FORM
Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. Spring tuition is $87 and will be due at
registration. Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to your
instructor on first day of class.
Student information
_____________________________________________________________________
Name
Email
_____________________________________________________________________
Mailing address
City, zip
_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone
Best time to call
Beginner class

□ Intermediate class □

Reading and conv.

□

Payment amount; tuition $ _______ Membership $ _______, TOT. $ ______
Check # ______
Payment date _____
To sign up or to find more information, please contact Jenni Salmi at jenni.salmi@gmail.com, or by phone at
425-283-8870 during business hours.
------------------------------------------------------------Are you a FFSC member yet?
Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2010!
Single $20/yr
Couple/Family $25/yr
Senior $15/yr
Senior Couple $20/yr
** Dues and donations are tax deductible.
February/March 2010

Supporting $50/yr
Lifetime $300
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Creamy Potato Leek Soup
This is a hearty soup that can easily be made into a meal with the addition of a side salad or by
stirring in some cubed ham and serving with some good bread. While this recipe makes a large batch
of soup, you will find that it disappears quickly. Enjoy!
1 tablespoon oil of choice
3 leeks, tough green removed then sliced thinly
1 cup onion, diced
3 cloves garlic, minced
½ teaspoon ground black pepper
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 ½ cups new potatoes, cut in ¾” cubes (skin on)
1 ½ cups carrots, peeled and sliced to 1/2 “

10 cups chicken stock (homemade or canned)
¼ cup butter
½ cup flour
1 cup whole milk or half & half
1 lb. processed cheese, cubed (like Velveeta)
or ½ lb. processed and ½ lb. sharp cheddar
1 teaspoon dry dill
Salt & pepper to taste

Heat oil in large stock pot over medium heat. Add leeks and onions and sauté 5-6 minutes until leeks
are softened and onions are becoming translucent. Add garlic, ½ teaspoon pepper and nutmeg, and
continue to cook for 2 additional minutes. Stir in potatoes, carrots and chicken stock, bring to a boil,
and simmer, uncovered, until the vegetables are tender, about 20 minutes. Shortly before the soup is
done, melt the butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the flour and stir to combine. Cook,
stirring frequently, for 3 to 4 minutes to cook the flour. Ladle 1 cup of the hot liquid from the
stockpot into the skillet, whisking constantly. When the first cup of liquid is incorporated, add
another cup of liquid. Then add milk or half & half and heat, while stirring, until mixture begins to
thicken. Add cheese in small batches and stir to melt and incorporate. Pour the mixture from the
skillet into the stockpot, whisking to blend. Add dill
and salt and pepper to taste. Cook, stirring
frequently, for 3 to 5 minutes longer, or until the
mixture begins to thicken. Remove the pot from the
heat.

Original Recipe By: Taina Lindström-Redfern
Please share your recipes with us!
Recipes can be sent to ffsceditor@ymail.com
or

FFSC Recipes
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052
FFSC Newsletter
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Calendar Cont’d from Pg. #2
Mar 14
Mar 14
Mar 17
Mar 19

5-7pm
7:30-11:00pm

Mar 20

Daylight Savings Time Begins: Spring Forward 1
Hour!!!
Katrilli Practice
SCC
St. Patrick’s Day
Katrilli and Skandia Folkdancers celebrate St. Urho/ Cedar Valley Grange, 20526
$7.00-$10.00
52nd Ave. W., Lynnwood, WA
Call: (206) 329-1443 for more info.
Vernal Equinox- Spring Begins! (Kevätpäiväntasaus)

Mar 20

10am

34th Annual Kalevala Festival (See pg # 22 )

Mar 20
Mar 20

10am-12pm

Mar 21
Mar 24

5-7pm
7:30pm

Mar 26

2pm

Mar 27
Mar 27

10am-12pm
7:30pm

Tanhuajat practice
Katrilli dance exchange workshop with Nordly, a
Portland, OR based ensemble. Call: (206) 329-1443
for more info.
Katrilli Practice
Films from Finland Series: Varjoja paratiisissa
(Shadows in Paradise)
Films from Finland Series: Varjoja paratiisissa
(Shadows in Paradise)
Tanhuajat practice
Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL Performance

Mar 28
Mar 28

5-7pm
11am

Palm Sunday (Palmusunnuntai)
Summer time (BST) starts, +1 hour in Finland
(Kesäaika alkaa)
Katrilli Practice
Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL Performance

Mar 30

7:30pm

Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL Performance

Mar 31

TBA

Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL Performance

TBA

Maundy Thursday (Kiirastorstai)
Helsinki Academic Male Choir KYL Performance

Mar 28
Mar 28

Apr 01
Apr 01
Apr 02
Apr 04
Apr 27
Apr 28
Jul 23-25

Finnish School of Seattle,
Living Hope Lutheran Church,
7305 208th Ave. NE,
Redmond, WA
FLC Maki Hall
SCC

SCC
SCC
SCC
FLC Maki Hall
SYRE Auditorium, Community
College of Bellingham

SCC
Vancouver, B.C., concert at
the Emmaus Lutheran Church
in Burnaby
Seattle, Washington concert
at the University of WA
Portland, Oregon, concert at
Gatlin School
Astoria, Oregon, concert at
the Liberty Theatre

Good Friday (Pitkäperjantai)
Easter Sunday (Pääsiäispäivä)
National Veteran’s Day-Finland (Veteraanipäivä)
6:30pm
TBA

February/March 2010

FFSC Annual Meeting &
2010-2011 Board Elections
Finnish American Folk Festival / Visit
www.finnam.naselle.net for more
info.

SCC
Naselle, WA
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The John MortonProject
I am writing to you about a historical
research project being undertaking by
former US Ambassador to Finland,
Marilyn Ware, surrounding John Morton,
a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, who was of Finnish
descent. Ambassador Ware is a native
Pennsylvanian but became interested in
John Morton after she moved to Helsinki,
Finland in 2006. While there, she was
astonished at the number of Finns who
knew of John Morton and expressed pride
in his role in the creation of America. She
decided to undertake a more in-depth
review of John Morton. Although she
retired as Ambassador to Finland in
2008, she continues her interest in this
subject and has put together a group of
American, Finnish and Swedish scholars
who focus on American colonial history
and politics, Finnish migration to the
United States, and genealogy – The John
Morton Project Advisory Board. The
ultimate goal of this project would be a
comprehensive book written on John
Morton and his role in American

independence. In 2008 the Project hosted
an Advisory Board meeting in
Philadelphia to discuss how we would
reach this goal. Current Finnish
Ambassador Pekka Lintu, Pennsylvania
Governor Ed Rendell, and former
Ambassadors Antti Lassila (Finland) and
Marilyn Ware (US) participated. As a
major step towards our goal, we are
hosting a conference June 14-16, 2010 in
Helsinki, Finland at the University of
Helsinki.
The project produces a short newsletter
which provides updates on our research
and events. Currently, the newsletter is in
paper format and we are working towards
putting it on our website or some other
electronic form. If you have some interest
in this, or just learning more about the
project, please feel free to call or email.
You may also find out more about the
project at www.johnmortonproject.com
Evelyn Lim
elim@warefamilyoffice.com

Finnish Olympic Trivia
The opening ceremony of the 2010 Winter Olympics
will be February 12. With strong Finnish
participation, what better
time for a little trivia?

1. What year were the Olympics held in Helsinki, Finland and were they the
Summer or Winter Games?
2. Was this the first time that Helsinki won the bid for the Olympics?
3. What year did Finland first compete at the Olympics?
4. What is the name of the Finnish runner who won nine gold and three
silver medals and was known as the “Flying Finn”?
Answers appear on the following page

FFSC Newsletter
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Finnish Lutheran Church
8504 13th Ave NW,
Seattle, WA 98117

Regarding church matters, please call:
Heikki Mannisto
425 603 0517
Kerttu Juntila
253 904 8700
Rita Vermala-Koski 206 363 0225
Pastors – Vistiting pastors Tom Kangas,

Services:
Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri
Every Sunday, 10 AM.
FLC Bible Studies &Sunday School:
Please contact Church for details.

Donations:
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo
and soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them
to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!
‖He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.‖
Proverbs 19:17

The Finnish
Choral Society’s
34th Annual
Kalevala Festival

Trivia answers for quiz on pg.#21:
1. 1952 Summer Games
2. No- Helsinki had been chosen
as the host city for the 1940
Summer Olympics (after
Tokyo, Japan pulled out),
which were then cancelled due
to World War II.
3. 1908
4. Paavo Johannes Nurmi
(1897-1973)
Don’t forget to let us know if
your address changes !!
The FFSC is charged
by the Post Office
for all returned
mail.

February/March 2010

Painting by: J. Z. Blackstadius

The Festival will be on March 20 at 10 AM in the
Facilities of Suomi Koulu in Redmond
Living Hope Lutheran Church
7305 208th Avenue NE
Redmond, WA 98053
The festival this year has been organized in
cooperation with Seattlen Suomi Koulu
(The Finnish School of Seattle) and a fun program
is planned by Suomi Koulu children and the
Choral Society. Refreshments will be served.
For information please contact
Eva Mannisto (425 241 0497) or
Airi Suomalainen
principal_teacher@finnishschoolofseattle.org)
FFSC Newsletter
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JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)
THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter

DUES:

Single $20/yr
Senior $15/yr
Supporting $50

Couple/Family $25/yr
Senior Couple $20/yr
Lifetime $300

Name:______________________________________________
$________

Address: ____________________________________________

Dues Enclosed

____________________________________________________

My donation to the
FFSC Scholarship fund $

Telephone: _________________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________________
Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as
a donor to FFSC.

________

Newsletter donation:

$ ________

Total Enclosed **

$ ________

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0052

 New / Returning Member
 Renewal—Address Same as Label

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above)

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation.

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif)
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher
2000 format. Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).

2 ― column $22 /issue
3‖ column $33 /issue
1/4 page $44 / issue
1/2 page $66 / issue
Full page $99 / issue

$60 / 3 issues
$95 / 3 issues
$125 / 3 issues
$185 / 3 issues
$288 / 3 issues

$115 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr )

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising
manager— (see page 3 for details)
FFSC Newsletter
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FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
For individuals, $5
minimum, 4 lines of copy
(~40 characters per line). $1
per line thereafter.
Commercial rates: $15
minimum (~40 characters
per line ) $5 / line
thereafter.
Send checks or money order
(no cash please) to:

FFSC UNClassifieds
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175
Please note newsletter
deadlines on page 3.
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A New Perspective of the
Haukilahti Water Tower in Espoo, Finland
Photo by: Christel Lindström
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