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Dec. 6   Finland's 93rd Independence Day (Itsenäisyyspäivä)   

Dec. 11 3:00 PM Finnish Choral Society Christmas Concert and Dinner (See pg. #26 
for info.) 

FLC 

Dec. 13   St. Lucia's Day (Lucian päivä)   

Dec. 22 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, 
79 minutes, S 

SCC 

Dec. 24   Christmas Eve (Jouluaatto)   

Dec. 25  Christmas Day (Joulupäivä)  

Dec. 31   New Year’s Eve (Uudenvuodenaatto)   

Dec. 31 9:00 PM Scandinavian New Year's Eve Celebration. Tickets at the door/$25 
pp or $45 per cpl. Call Cannery Pier Hotel at 503-325-4996 or 888-
325-4996 for more info. 

Loft in The Red 
Building in 
Astoria 

Jan. 1   New Year’s Day (Uudenvuodenpäivä)   

Jan. 7-9   Nordic Lights Film Festival- info. will be posted at 
www.nordicmuseum.org  in December 

SIFF Cinema at 
McCaw Hall 

Jan. 26 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Letters to Father Jacob (Postia Pappi 
Jaakobille), 2009, 75 minutes, K-7 

  

Jan. 28 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Letters to Father Jacob (Postia Pappi 
Jaakobille), 2009, 75 minutes, K-7 

 

Feb. 1   FFN Grants and Scholarships deadline. (See pg. # 12 for more info.)   

Mar. 6 2:00 PM 35th Annual Kalevala Festival NHM 

October/November 2005 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter 

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864) 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle    
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Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been 
reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
December (joulukuu) 2010 

January (tammikuu) 2011 

February (helmikuu) 2011 

Calendar Notes on pg. # 8 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

The term for board members runs from  

July 1 to June 30  
President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 

Email: koskeni@aol.com 

 

Vice President, JoAnne Rudo 

Email: joannerudo@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary, John Burbank  

Email: john@johnburbank.org 

 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  

 
 

Members-at-Large * 

Marja Hall  

Tapio Holma 

Ron Karjala  

Tapio Koskinen  

Satu Mikkola 

Cathy Perry  

Sirkku Vasama 

Sirkku Vilpas  

Matt Wirkkala 
 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 

The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 
15th day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/
Nov). Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most 
formats and applications are supported. For regular 
mail, please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 

 

Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  

to assist in the publication of our newsletter 

December 2010/January 2011 FFSC Newsletter 

As I look out over the 
neighborhood scenery on 
this mid-November day, I 
observe that fall is firmly 
established in the Seattle 
area with vivid autumn 
colors and falling leaves. As 

I open my daily e-mails, there are several 
from Finland and the picture is a bit 
different over there. Winter has arrived in 
Finland, according to all accounts, and the 
ground is white from new-fallen snow. 
What a difference a few thousand miles 
makes! However, those miles that separate 
us geographically do not seem to interfere 
with our family and cultural ties. Phone 
calls are no longer limited to the annual 
one that was made from families here in 
the USA to Finland, or for that matter vice 
versa, on Christmas Eve. Often the caller 
was greeted with a recording that advised 
of all lines being busy and to try the call 
later. Sometimes that call was not 
completed until Tapaninpäivä. These days 
we call our family and friends as needed, 
as wanted, but always mindful of the 9-10 
hour time difference. E-mails fly at the 
speed of sound to and from our contacts, 
and instant communication is as simple as 
pressing a few buttons. The picture 
introduction of a new family member can 
be transmitted in seconds after the arrival. 
Cousin Eila in Finland asks me for my 
famous Texas BBQ recipe and I am happy to 
oblige with a cut and paste in no time. 
What a world and what exceptional times 
we live in!  
As we approach this season of celebrations, 
we are again reminded that though those 
thousands of miles separate us 
geographically, our cultural values unite us. 

Here in the Seattle area, Finland’s 93rd year 
of Independence will be celebrated with 
banquets, parties and church services. The 
blue and white flag will be flown with pride 
alongside the Stars and Stripes. Speeches 
and toasts will be made to an independent 
Finland with messages read from the 
President of the Republic of Finland to all 
expatriates throughout the world. Advent 
calendar windows are opened daily by the 
young and young at heart until the last one 
on the 24th day of December, Christmas 
Eve, is reached. It seems that a good piece 
of chocolate can be found behind each 
window both here and in Finland. On that 
day, at noon, a Declaration of Christmas 
Peace will be read as it has been since the 
early 1300’s at Turku’s Old Great Square 
and it will be shared at Christmas Day 
services here in Seattle at the Finnish 
Lutheran Church.  Be it ham or be it 
turkey, and be it on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day, the  meal will bring 
together family and friends- each with their 
special recipes and celebration traditions. 
Joulupukki may or may not show up with a 
bag filled with presents. Just how good 
have you been? So, the thousands of miles 
are a fact- but the spirit of this season 
unites us here in the United States with our 
loved ones in Finland through 
communications, technology, heritage, 
culture and caring. 
 

I wish all of the FFSC family, as well as 
friends and supporters a Merry Christmas! 
Hyvää Joulua 
God Jul 
May Your 2011 New Year’s Wishes Come 
True 
 

Rita Vermala-Koski 
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Welcome to New  
and Returning Members: 

The board of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  
joins these members & friends in wishing everyone a  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Karjala Family  

Sirkku  Vasama 

Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers 

Karoliina, Sean, Kaisa & Siiri 

Ken Williams & Family  

Lee and Fran Whitehill 

Sonny & Lynn Wirta  

Elaine Packard  

Marja Hall  

Lempi Wilson 

Dale & Doris Snow  

Fred & Aini Messmer 

Esther Sellers 

JoAnne Hardt Rudo 

Gary and Kaisa London 

Vicki Warila Peltola Kobberod  

Hauskaa Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta 

Sincere Appreciation  
to Grant & Scholarship Donors: 

Sirpa & John Brock Joseph Neikirk 

Jane Ely Sheila Parker 

Elaine & Paul Everitt Yura & Winni Sihon 

The Kallio Family Mia Sillanpää 

Kimmo & Lara Lassila Dorothy Wendler 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kangas 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Messmer  



 

 

DECEMBER “FILM FROM FINLAND” A GIFT TO THE WHOLE FAMILY 
By: Gary London 
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As is customary, this year’s December offering in 

the “Films from Finland” series is intended to be 

enjoyed by everyone – young, old, and wherever 

one might be in-between.  Risto Räppääjä (Ricky 

Rapper) is a pre-Christmas treat that was 

immensely popular when released in Finland in 

2008, with over 200,000 viewers and DVD sales of 

about 100,000. 
 

Based on much-loved books by Sinikka and Tiina 

Nopola, the film is about a ten-year old boy who 

loves playing drums more than anything else, 

though he does find his new friend, Nelly, 

appealing as well.  Complications arise when his 

musical interests are blocked by Cousin Fanny 

“The Freezer” who comes to care for him after his 

Aunt Serena breaks her leg.  Fanny’s passion for 

orderliness and cleanliness threaten his happy life, 

but Nelly stands by him as he deals with difficult 

adults. 
 

Among the many attractions of this film is a Jussi-

award-winning musical score by Iiro Rantala, 

leader of the great Finnish jazz band, Trio Töykeät.  

While Niilo Sipilä heads the cast as Risto, there are 

such fine adult actors as Martti Suosalo who lend 

their talents to this enterprise.  Mari Rantasila 

directs the laugh-filled proceedings. 
 

Owing to the success of this sixth most-seen film in 

Finnish cinema, a follow-up film appeared earlier 

this year as Risto Räppääjä ja polkupyörävaras 

(Ricky Rapper and the Bicycle Thief)”  It, too, has 

proved to be highly appealing at the box office and 

will likely show up in a future “Films from 

Finland” series. 
 

Risto Räppääja will be shown at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Swedish Cultural Center on December 22.  

Appropriate holiday refreshments will be served.  

The film is 80 minutes long and is in Finnish with 

English-subtitles.  There are no restrictions as to 

age. 
 

As was the case last for last December’s film, 

while adults are asked to make a $5.00 per person 

donation, children are invited to attend without any 

such expectation. 
 

“Films from Finland” is sponsored by Finlandia 

Foundation Seattle Chapter as part of its mission 

to foster Finnish culture. 

Finlandia Foundation National is proud to announce 

Wilho Saari, a distinguished kantele master from 

Naselle, Washington, as a 2011 Performer of the Year.  

He can trace the tradition of kantele playing back five 

generations in his family.  His great-great grandmother, 

Kreeta Haapasalo , is one of Finland’s notable kantele 

matriarchs , a kantele-heroine, as she is often called.   
 

Saari’s degree in music has helped him to develop outstanding skill in teaching himself to play 

kantele later in life.  He is not only a recognized performer in demand, but also a well-respected 

and active teacher, who generously continues to share his kantele knowledge with numerous 

students around the country.   Saari has received a Washington state Governor’s Heritage 

Award for his work popularizing and teaching kantele.  In 2006, Saari was honored with a 

National Endowment for the Arts Heritage Fellowship, the country’s highest honor in folk and 

traditional arts.  He is also a very productive composer of kantele music with over 2400 pieces 

written.  In 2010, Dr. Arja Kastinen from Finland published 365 of Saari’s compositions in a 

collection called “Tune-a-Day”.  Saari has recorded two CDs on the kantele.  His latest CD called 

“Vilhon Vintiltä” is mainly made up of his own compositions. 
 

The 2011 Performer of the Year term starts January 1, 2011 and runs the full 

calendar year.  During that time, Wilho Saari is available to perform 

throughout the country in various chapter events with travel expenses 

covered by the grant of Finlandia Foundation National.  Host organizations are 

responsible for local arrangements including performance fees, local travel 

and accommodations. 
 

For additional information, please contact Satu Mikkola, Coordinator of the 

Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year Program at satum@aol.com 

Wilho SaariWilho Saari  
Tradition Bearer of  
the Finnish Kantele   

Finlandia Foundation National  

Performer of the Year   

for 2011 

December 2010/January 2011 FFSC Newsletter 
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       Films from Finland 
2010-2011 

    

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the Swedish 
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.   

 

December 22.  Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, 79 minutes, S. 
This pre-Christmas treat is about Risto, a ten-year-old boy who likes to play drums but finds his 
attentions divided when Nelly moves into his building.  Risto’s life is complicated when he is put in the 
care of a relative whose drive for cleanliness and order threatens his passion for his drums.  Nelly stands 
by him. 

January 26/28  Letters to Father Jacob (Postia Pappi Jaakobille), 2009, 75 minutes, K-7. 
Jussi Award winner for Best Film, Best Director (Klaus Härö), Best Actor (Heikki Nousiainen) and Best 
Music (Dani Strömbäck).  Five other nominations, including Kaarina Hazard, for her strong role as a 
convict released to read mail for an ailing priest. 
February 23/25  Hellsinki (Rööperi), 2009, 133 minutes, K-15. 
Aleksi Mäkelä directs yet another action film that Finnish audiences have come to love. 
Partially based on the true story, the film depict the lives of gangsters in Helsinki between 
1966-79. The all-star cast includes Peter Franzén and Samuli Edelmann. 
March 23/25 House of Branching Love (Haarautuvan rakkauden talo), 2009, 103 minutes, K-15. 
Mika Kaurismäki’s film recounts the breakup of a thirty-something professional couple – Juhani, a 
family therapist, and his wife, Tuula, a successful business trainer.  The result is a comedic take 
on divorce, Finnish style.  With Elina Knihtilä and Hannu-Pekka Björkman.   
April 27/29 Backwoods Philosopher (Havukka-ahon ajattelija), 2010, 110 minutes, K-3. 
Three of Finland’s finest actors have a grand old time with the movie version of Veikko Huovinen’s 
popular novel about iconic rascal-wise man Konsta Pylkkänen (Kai Lehtinen). 
Aiding and abetting are characters played by Hannu-Pekka Björkman and Tommi Korpela. 
May 25/27  Overseas and Under Your Skin (Maata meren alla), 2009, 81 minutes, K-3. 
Amira Khalifa has her first starring role as a young woman of African origin who wants  out of her 
small Finnish town to experience the world beyond.  She has mixed signals from her feminist mother 
(Maria Packalén), but encouraged by others, she tries out Berlin, with often funny results. 
June 22/24  The Match Factory Girl (Tulitikkutehtaan tyttö) 1990, 66 minutes, K-3. 
Aki Kaurismäki’s classic and famously black comedy about a young woman ground down at work, at 
home, and by the men she meets.  Her decision to avenge the wrongs inflicted upon her makes for the 
kind of laughter that catches in your throat.  Kati Outinen is brilliant in the lead. 
July and August.  Contact Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org. 
September 28/30  Last Cowboy Standing (Skavabölen pojat), 2009, 118 minutes, K-11. 
In 1982, guilt-ridden 18-year-old Rupert tries to remember and to understand the events of the past 
amidst the chaos of the present.  He is faced with the memories of his family falling apart. 
A tragic but warm story based on a play by Antti Raivio. 
October 26/28  Päätalo, 2008, 103 minutes, K-11. 
From carpenter and builder to one of Finland’s most widely-read novelists, Kalle Päätalo’s own story 
is as engrossing as the fiction he wrote.  Kai Lehtinen fleshes out another full-bodied character as 
Päätalo, who struggles against the forces of harsh reality to achieve his dream. 
November 23/25  Helsinki, Forever (Helsinki, Ikuisesti), 2008, 75 minutes, K-3. 
A clip compilation tracing the 20th century history of Finland by the award-winning director Peter von 
Baugh.  A black-and-white and color collage of Finnish film, fiction and documentary 
December 28/30  Christmas Story (Joulutarina), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
Back by popular demand.  This sweet and engaging story of Santa was the most-seen film in Finland 
following its release, and the large ―Films from Finland‖ audience loved it in 2009. 
           ~Gary London  

FFSC Newsletter December 2010/January 2011 
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As a city starved for Nordic film, 

Seattle should welcome the second 
annual Nordic Lights Film Festival 

from January 7 to 9 at the SIFF 
Cinema at McCaw Hall.  Sponsored 
jointly by the Seattle International 

Film Festival and the Nordic Heritage 
Museum, this series will include 
contemporary, award-winning, feature

-length and short films from the five 
Nordic countries. 
 

While not all films had been confirmed 
by mid-November, they include at 
least two entries from Finland:  Pekka 

Karjalainen’s Vähän kunnioitusta 
(Gimme Some Respect) and Juho 

Kuosmanen’s Kaupunkilaisia 
(Citizens). 
 

The former is about the efforts of Siiri, 

a  developmentally-delayed young 
woman,  to learn to live 

independently, to get a job, and to find 
someone to love.  While encouraged by 
family and friends, she encounters 

challenges – some sobering, some 

humorous.  The 2010 film features 
Outi Kero as Siiri, as well as such 

favorites as Kari-Pekka Toivonen and 
Elena Leeve.  Also in the cast are non-
professional actors with 

developmental delays who assisted in 
the creation of the script by Leena 
Virtanen.  This film is 93 minutes in 

length and is unrated. 
 

Kaupunkilaisia is a short film (28 

minutes) about two young residents 
Helsinki who are brought together 
when one wishes to buy a car from the 

other.  Released in 2008, this film has 
been shown at a number of 

international festivals, where its 
theme of urban alienation and 
resultant conflict has resonated. 
 

A complete film schedule, including 
precise offerings and times, will be 
posted at www.nordicmuseum.org  in 

December. 

NORDIC LIGHTS FILM FESTIVAL IN JANUARY 
By: Gary London 

Clarification: 
 

In the article, "Deputy Speaker Opens Women's Exhibit'", in the October/November FFSC Newsletter, 
an erroneous claim is attributed to Jeanne Kohl-Welles, member of the Washington State Senate. 
Washington State is not, as the attribution suggests, the only state ever to have had both U.S. Senate 
seats held by women.  In fact, Maine and California currently share that honor with Washington.  The 
writer, Gary London, regrets this misinformation and appreciates it being called to his attention. 

 
Calendar Notes Cont’d from pg. # 2 
 

Schedule Notes:  
 

* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,   
 8502  13th Ave NW, Seattle  
*  Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,   
 1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 

December 2010/January 2011 FFSC Newsletter 
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Katrilli News 
By: JoAnne Hardt Rudo 
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   After a very enjoyable, but too short 
summer, Katrilli is once again meeting for 
practice Sunday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
the lovely Swedish Cultural Center. After our 
annual meeting held in the very beautiful 
community center at Winnie and Yura Sihon's 
home, we are eager to learn some new 
dances and review dances that we have not 
done for awhile. Our big challenge is to learn 
the Finnish Hoe Down that was taught to us 
by Nordlys, the Nordic performing group from 
Portland. They do this dance so well but it is 
going to take a while before we are able to 
perform it with any finesse. We began our 
fall season with a performance for the 
Scandinavian Heritage Festival/Oktoberfest 
held in Puyallup. It is always enjoyable to see 
all the crafts and shops featuring Nordic 
articles and, of course, all the good food that 
tempts you from your diet.  After the 
Scandinavian festival, we always go to the 
energetic German celebration. We danced 
way too much that evening and many of 
us enjoyed sore muscles and feet the next 
day. We all agreed, however, celebrating 
Nordic and German culture at this festival is 
worth any "Owies" that you may experience 
the following day! 
  

    Katrilli came out in force to attend an old-
fashioned Finn Hall sponsored by the 
Finlandia Foundation and held at the Swedish 
Cultural Center. The full evening began with 
a really entertaining and interesting lecture 
by Professor Arnold Alanen, Fulbright 
Fellow.  I, for one, was dubious that a lecture 
prior to a dance would go over very well. 
Professor Alanen kept the audience wanting 
more.  I wished that I had such an 
entertaining and engaging professor when I 
was in graduate school. Following the 
lecture, Finn Hall, the musical group from 
Minneapolis gave a short informative concert 
which also left the audience wanting 
more. After the concert, the dance began 
and Katrilli taught several fun mixers which 
kept the dance floor full of happy moving 

feet. With the lively music and great Finnish 
food, it was a very fine evening.   
  
    The next day, Katrilli once again went to 
the Sihons’ for a party honoring the Finn Hall 
musicians.  The Sihons recently moved to a 
complex that has a residents’ community 
center located right on the banks of Lake 
Washington. The outside terrace has a 
heating lamp and a built in bar. In one 
direction, the expansive windows feature the 
shimmering lake and in the other direction, 
a large pond complete with fountains, ducks 
and geese vies for your attention. It is a great 
place for parties and gatherings. Along with 
the enjoyable music of Finn Hall, Folk Voice 
added an international touch to the 
festivities. Again, how can the combination 
of good food, lively music, dancing and fun 
people not be a success? 
  
    Katrilli wants to welcome their two newest 
members:  Luann and Phil Williams. The 
Williams are very experienced dancers and 
have been in Danish, Norwegian and Finnish 
performing groups. During Yulefest and 
Winterfest, we also presented a Lucia 
processional, distributed traditional paper 
Finnish Christmas birds and had the always-
popular children and family participatory 
dancing. The young girls all dressed in white 
and sparkling tinsel wreaths and the 
energetic star boys are always fun to watch. 
  
    Katrilli wants to congratulate, Birgit Ages, 
for winning a very special award from the 
Finnish Folk Music Association– presented for 
all her years of promoting folk music from 
Finland. She is the only person in the United 
States to be awarded the silver medal from 
the Music Association in Helsinki. Katrilli is 
most fortunate to have Birgit and the Folk 
Voice musicians play for our performances. 
So, here is a great opportunity for you— 
instead of sitting on your "you know what," 
and watching "Dancing with the Stars," you 
can come to Katrilli and dance with Birgit, a 
real star! 
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LOCAL “WAR CHILDREN” MEET AND SHARE 
By: Gary London 

June/ July 2009 FFSC Newsletter 
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On a pleasant afternoon in 
mid-October, a small, select 
group met in a lovely 
suburban home in Mill Creek 
to talk about an experience 
they had shared some sixty-
five to seventy years earlier 
in very different 
circumstances.  These were 
six of the 70,000 to 80,000 
Finnish children who spent 
some portion of the Winter 
War or Continuation War as 
sotalapset (war children) in 
Sweden. 
 

It was a visit by Kai Rosnell, 
secretary general and editor 
of the Medlems Nytt for 
Riksförbundet Finska 
Krigsbarn (Finnish Children of 
War Association), that 
prompted this gathering.  He 
worked through Norman 
Westerberg, former honorary 
consul and himself a war 
child, to meet other local war 
children – Monica Andersson, 
Barbro Kelsey, Mervi Kintner, 
Rita Vermala-Koski and 
Benita Westerberg.  Unable to 
attend was Sirkku Vasama, 
who, with her sister, Liisa, was 
also in Sweden as a child 
during the war. 
 

Rosnell gave some 
preliminary comments on the 
genesis and history of the 
evacuation of Finnish children 
to Sweden – an idea that 
originated in neutral Sweden 
as a means of providing 
humanitarian assistance to its 
neighbor under attack from 
the Soviet Union. 
Initially somewhat reluctant, 
and hoping instead for 

material assistance, the 
Finnish Government 
eventually approved the 
initiative, with the result that 
some 8,000 children went to 
Sweden during the Winter 
War of late-1939 to early-
1940.  With the outbreak of 
the Continuation War in 1941, 
the Swedish Government 
renewed its invitation to 
accept 
war children and this time it 
was swiftly accepted.  It is 
estimated that about 65,000 
Finnish children went to 
Sweden between 1941 and 
1944.  Additionally, some 
4,000 child evacuees went to 
Denmark. 
 

Given the large number of 
participants in the program, it 
is not surprising that there was 
really no typical experience for 
war children.  That was clear 
even from the half dozen 
locals who told their unique 
stories.  One obvious factor in 
ability to recall the 
experiences was the age of 

child at the time.  For 
example, Barbro Kelsey was 
only three years old when 
she went to Sweden with 
her older brother.  She 
seems to remember that she 
was with a good family that 
had a big German shepherd, 
but isn’t certain whether she 
and her brother were even 
together.  She does know, 
however, that she had long 
hair when she went to 
Sweden and short hair 
when she returned. 
 

On the other hand, Monica 
Andersson was in her early 

teens when she went to 
Sweden, following her 
younger brother and sister.  
She recalls the bombings in 
Helsinki that were a primary 
motivator in evacuating the 
children, all of whom traveled 
to Sweden by train via 
Haaparanta.  She recollects 
helping care for smaller 
children and sleeping in the 
overhead rack during that long 
trip, which continued on to 
Stockholm.  After a short time 
there, including a delousing 
experience, she was sent 
back north to the town where 
her brother and sister lived.  
There, she was placed with 
the owner of a hotel – a single 
mother with a daughter, who 
became Monica’s fast friend.  
She has pleasant memories of 
that time and the months that 
followed when she was a maid 
at the home of a school 
teacher, following the sale of 
the hotel.    

(Continued on facing page) 

Seated:l-r Monica Anderson, Barbro Kelsey, 
Benita Westerberg 
Standing: l-r Rita Vermala-Koski, Mervi Kintner, 
E. Norman Westerberg 

Photo by: Kai Rosnell 
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 With Sympathy 
 

Like Monica, other local war children seem not 
to have suffered the trauma that recent 
research has suggested was true of some of 
their compatriots. Rita Vermala-Koski 
remembers fondly the Ericsson family with 
whom she was situated in late spring of 1942. 
Eva, another Finnish war child in a nearby 
family, became her playmate.  Rita was like 
many other Finnish children who had little 
opportunity to use their native language and 
who quickly picked up Swedish in school and 
at play.  A Christmas telephone conversation 
between Rita and her mother in Finland was 
cut short when daughter didn’t remember 
Finnish and mother knew no Swedish.  A 
return trip to Finland in 1943 recaptured much 
of her lost Finnish, which she retained when 
she went back to Sweden in 1944 and 
continued a happy education at Sofia 
Folkskola in Södermalm.  She continued 
contact with her host family until the Sixties. 
 

While Mervi Kintner’s own experience in 
Sweden was positive, she does note that it 
was traumatic for her younger brother, with 
whom she went to Sweden, instructed by her 
mother not to let go of his hand.  Though they 
were placed in relatively close proximity to 
each other, they were not in the same 
household, nor was he old enough for the 
school Mervi attended.  Since Mervi was from 
Helsinki, her mother had requested an urban 
family.  Instead, Mervi was placed on a large 
farm, deep in the countryside, where there 
was plenty of opportunity for her to satisfy her 
love of animals.  But this was no ordinary 
farm; it had its own library, and the one-room 
school was only 300 meters distant.  As was 
the case with Rita, Mervi returned for a brief 
period to Finland, then went back to the same 

family in Sweden for the duration of the war. 
 

Norman Westerberg was among those who 
spent a relatively short time in Sweden.  He 
and two brothers were accompanied to 
Stockholm by their mother in February of 
1940, whereupon she returned to Finland and 
duties as a Lotta. With the youngest of the 
boys left in the capital city, Norman and his 
nine-year-old brother were sent to Värmland, 
where they were accepted warmly into a 
family.  In fact, Norman still maintains contact 
with his ten-year-old “foster” brother of the 
time.  By May 8, when he had a Boy Scout 
test, Norman was back in Finland, where he 
resumed school with no serious difficulty. 
 

Norman’s wife, Benita, was one of about 5,000 
children who were sent from Finland to 
Sweden for medical care not available in 
Finland during wartime.  As a 15-year-old, she 
was treated for about six month, during which 
time she lived with a pastor’s family near 
Gothenberg. 
 

While the October meeting provided an 
opportunity for war children in the Greater 
Seattle area to reminisce about their 
experiences, they have also been a focus of in
-depth interviews as part of the Nordic 
American Voices oral history project at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum.  It is a goal of the 
NAV steering committee to interview all war 
children in Western Washington and beyond, if 
feasible.  If any readers are themselves war 
children or know of war children not identified 
in this article, they are asked to contact Janet 
Rauscher at janetr@nordicmuseum.org. 
These stories are of inestimable value to 
current and future generations of researchers 
and others interested in this highly significant 
mass evacuation of children in time of war. 

 

 In Memoriam 

mailto:janetr@nordicmuseum.org


 

 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION® NATIONAL  
Is accepting applications for its 2011 Grants and Scholarship programs until February 1, 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full guidelines and applications are available on www.FinlandiaFoundation.org 
 

The following funds support Grants and Scholarships: 

Finlandia Foundation Chapters are located in: 

Ashtabula, OH; Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; Bellingham, WA; Boston, MA; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; 

Denver, CO; Farmington Hills, MI; Fitchburg, MA; Long Beach, CA; Los Angeles, CA; Grand Rapids, 

MI; Hancock, MI; Hibbing, MN; Ithaca, NY; Jefferson City, MT; Levittown, PA; Marquette, MI; Minnea-

polis, MN; New York, NY; Palm Beach, FL; Philadelphia, PA; Phoenix, AZ; Pittsburgh, PA; Portland, 

OR; Rutland, MA; Sacramento, CA; San Francisco, CA; Seattle, WA (2); Sonoma, CA; South Thomaston, 

ME; Spokane, WA; Tucson, AZ; Virginia Beach, VA; Washington, DC 

Finlandia Foundation® National is the most important private source of support for Finnish culture in the U.S.  
 

Finlandia Foundation® National, P.O. Box 92298, Pasadena, CA 91109-2298  phone (626) 795-2081 

Mail Grant applications to:  

Rita Vermala-Koski 

1243 NW Blakely Court 

Seattle, WA  98177 

Mail Scholarship applications to: 

Finlandia Foundation National  

P.O. Box 92298 

Pasadena, CA 91109-2298 

 Email: 

office@finlandiafoundation.org  

Fax (626) 795-6533  

Vaino Hoover Memorial General Fund 
Midwest General Fund 
Gertrude Kujala Memorial Finnish Music Fund 
Jaakko Tuominen Memorial Sports Fund 
Jean E. Sainio-Nolan Scholarship Fund 
Urho Kivikoski Education Fund 
Walima Fund for Folk Music 
Paloheimo/Fenyes Visual Arts Grant & Scholarship 

Fund 
Elma Randall Memorial Finnish-American Heritage 

Fund 
  

Festival Fund 
Finlandia Foundation Florida Scholarship Fund 
Finlandia Foundation National Capital Chapter Special 

Fund 
Finnish-Swedish Cultural Fund 
Bert and Marjatta Salonen Business Education Fund 
Sundquist Endowment for the Arts Fund 
UFBS Lodge # 1 of San Francisco Fund for Scholars 
Helin/Korpela Social Sciences Fund 
Pertti Lindfors Legal Studies Fund 
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GRANTS 

 For non-profit cultural projects of 
local or national significance 
  

 Projects should benefit the general public, not 

only the sponsor or sponsoring organization. 

 Grants should show evidence or testimony of 

high cultural, educational, artistic, or scientific 

merit. 

 Special consideration is allotted to projects 

endorsed or sponsored by an FF chapter. 

 Salaries to project staff or employees are not 

allowable. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
  

 Scholarships are awarded to fulltime 

undergraduate (sophomore or higher) and 

graduate students enrolled in an accredited post

-secondary institution. 

 Students must maintain a minimum of a 

3.0 GPA. 

 Financial need and course of study are 

considered, and U.S./Finnish citizenship is 

required. 

 Students studying subjects related to 

Finnish culture receive special consideration. 

http://www.finlandiafoundation.org/
mailto:office@finlandiafoundation.org
http://www.finlandiafoundation.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=39706&PID=471787
http://www.finlandiafoundation.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=39706&PID=471788
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Photographs from FFSC Events 
 

Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other Nordic community 
events are available for purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com.  A variety of 

different size prints can be ordered. All proceeds go to benefit Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to donate your 

FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Männistö  at  
(206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Grants & Scholarships 

  
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the 

availability of two $1,000.00 scholarships or grants for projects 
related to Finland.  

The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a 
clear plan for using the award money to support a project related to Finland. 
College under-graduates are especially encouraged to apply. 
 In order to apply for a scholarship, applicants must submit a letter of no more 
than two pages in length that includes a brief biography and a statement of 
educational and/or career objectives. This letter should show how these 
objectives bear on Finland. Suggested documents such as official transcripts of 
all college-level studies and letter(s) of recommendation written by someone 
able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project are encouraged. If the 
applicant is a high school student, transcripts from that level should be 
submitted.  
When submitting a grant request, the applicant should include evidence or 
testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish-American cultural, educational or 
scientific merit. Note that the funds will not be available for projects with a 
start date earlier than April 15, 2011, thus the start date of the project, as well 
as the expected completion date need to be included along with a budget and 
marketing plan (if applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered 
for funding.   

 

Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater 
Seattle or elsewhere in the State of Washington. 

 

Applications must be received by April 1, 2010. Winners will be notified by 
letter, to be sent by April 15, 2010.  
  

Submit applications to: 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Rita Vermala-Koski  

PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175       

 

New fo
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011– 
 

Grants 
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ble! 
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Photos by: Martin Ng 
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Photos Submitted by: 
Eva Männistö & Noel Wannebo 



 

 

FFSC Newsletter Page  15 

FFSC NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2000/JANUARY 2001 FFSC Newsletter December /January  

 Page  15 

Finnish Community Bazaar 
November 6, 2010 

This year’s Finnish bazaar was held at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum on November 6, and was sponsored by the Finnish 
American Heritage Committee. Its five members kept busy. 
Tuija Kaarrekoski and Benita Westerberg in the kitchen, with 
half a dozen other volunteers, while Liisa Mannery and Sandy 
Haug handled the brisk business at the committee’s table. For 
sale were items from Leo Utter’s storage of books, T-shirts, and 
especially a variety of wonderful wooden souvenirs from his 
private collection. The Bazaar gave me a chance to visit with 
representatives of the organizations present as well as with 
visitors to the event. It was generally felt that there were at 
least the same number of attendees as in recent years, but that 
they spent less money. Not surprising! 
 

I doubt that any Finnish American community can bring 
together a stronger group of local organizations than ours here 
in Seattle. Present were: Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, 
Finnish American Heritage Committee, Finnish Choral Society of 
Seattle, Finnish Lutheran Church, Katrilli Folkdancers, NHM 
Suomi-Finland Room Committee, Suomi Koulu, Swedish Finn 
Historical Society, Tanhuajat Folkdancers, United Finnish 
Kaleva Brothers & Sisters, #11, and University of Washington 
Finnish Studies. We were also happy to welcome back the 
Ullakkos from Naselle. The Order of Runeberg, Lodge 101, did 
not man a table this time, but made a support donation to the 
FAHC. We missed the Evergreen Kantele players and the Finnish 
American Chamber of Commerce this time, but trust they will 
be with us next year. 
 

The Finnish Community Bazaar was, from its beginning, a pet 
project of Leo Utter, who passed away suddenly in May of this 
year. During a break in ―business‖ halfway through this year’s 
event, many of us had an opportunity to speak, and hail Leo for 
his steadfast work and support of the Finnish-American 
community. He wanted us Finns and other friends of Finland to 
have this opportunity to gather and enjoy each other’s 
company, while providing support to the activities of our fine 
organizations. As a finale, we all joined in singing Leo’s favorite 
sing-along ―Oi Emma, Emma‖. And, in his honor the coffee was 
free all day. 
 

 
Thankful for an inspiring day, 
Norman Westerberg,  
Chair of FAHC 

One of Leo Utter’s many pet projects was the Finnish 

Community Bazaar and Leo was the driving force behind 

the Bazaar for many years. So, this year Finns took a 

few moments at the November 6 Bazaar to share their 

memories of Leo. There were stories of dancing with 

him, robust singing fests, St. Urho celebrations, travels to 

FinnFest and other scenic tours, his ways of encouraging 

Finns to keep the culture and ethnicity alive, the way he 

could make liver casserole taste good and his love of 

gardening. We ended by singing 3 verses of Leo’s 

favorite tune, “Emma”. 12 other groups from Seattle to 

Naselle had tables at the sale, offering hand work, pea 

soup, Finnish pancake, Finnish books, Finn potatoes and 

raffle baskets with goodies to name a few.  In Leo’s 

honor, coffee was served free all day and Folkvoice 

Band donated several hours of live music. Thanks to the 

Finnish American Heritage Committee for organizing the 

bazaar. 
Lynn Wirta 
United Finnish Kaleva Lodge #11 

Photos submitted by: 
Ron Karjala, Liisa Mannery  
and Taina Lindström-Redfern 
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FROM EDITOR TAINA AND HER WHOLE FAMILY–  

HUMAN AND  FURRY… 

ESKO MÄNNISTÖ,  

RUGER AND ENSKA  

Tasha Parker  
and Diego 

JoAnne Rudo  
and  

Nebbish 
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Amanda Small & Hayley 
Carson 
Small & 

Indy 

Heikki and Eva Männistö 

and Buckley 

THESE MEMBERS, FRIENDS, FAMILY 
AND PETS WISH YOU THE 

HAPPIEST OF HOLIDAY SEASONS! 
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There are many customs observed this time of year. Spending time in the 
kitchen, preparing traditional dishes to share with family and friends can be 
especially gratifying. I hope you will enjoy the recipes I have chosen to share 
with you. 

    Hauskaa Joulua! 
    Editor Taina 

Sip steaming mugs of this delicious beverage while you trim the tree……. 
Black Currant Glogg (Mustaherukkaglögi) 
 

4 c. water 
¼ c. honey 
1 ½ c. concentrated black currant juice 
3-4 inches cinnamon stick, broken 
1 star anise 
1-2 t. cardamom seeds 
3-4 inch strip of orange zest 
Raisins, peeled almonds, additional orange zest 
 

Put spices and orange zest in an enclosed tea infuser or tie into a small square of cheesecloth. 
Place in heavy pot with water and honey. Heat at medium heat to just simmering, then turn to 
low and allow to steep for about 10 minutes. Remove spices, add currant juice and heat to 
steaming, then serve with a few raisins, almonds and a little orange zest in each mug. 
 

Not your typical “door-stop” fruit cake………. You‟ll need to start this a couple weeks in 
advance, but it‟s well worth the wait. 
 

Christmas Fruitcake (Joulu Hedelmäkakku) 

 

Combine first four ingredients in a gallon-size plastic bag. Pour ¾ c. brandy over all, distribute 
well, seal bag and allow to marinade for 3 hours. 
Cream together the butter and brown sugar until fluffy. Beat in eggs, one at a time then add 
the contents of the plastic bag, the chocolate and walnuts. Blend for about a minute and then 
add the remaining ingredients, mixing well until combined. Grease a 10-inch tube pan and 
sprinkle with plain, fine breadcrumbs. Pack batter in prepared pan and bake at 300°F oven for 
approximately 2 hours (test with toothpick). Cool pan on rack and when cool enough to 
handle, remove cake from pan and cool on the rack. Place the cake on a glass or ceramic plate 
with a „lip‟ and drizzle half the remaining brandy over it. Cover tightly with plastic wrap or 
place in 2 ½ gallon zip-loc bag. Allow to rest in a cool dark place for one week and then 
drizzle with the remaining brandy. Allow to rest for one more week. This cake will keep for 
months when stored well-wrapped in the refrigerator. Try following glaze for a beautiful 
presentation and a little extra flavor (not that it‟s necessary) 
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½ c. candied orange peel 1 c. chopped, toasted walnuts 

1 c. glacé cherries  2 c. all purpose flour 

3 c. golden raisins 1 t. ground cardamom 

1 c. currants ½ t. cinnamon 

1 ¼ c. brandy, divided 1 t. baking soda 

2 sticks softened butter ¾ t. salt 

1 c. brown sugar 1 t. finely chopped sugared ginger 

6 large eggs 2 t. orange zest 

½ c. chopped semisweet chocolate  

Christmas Recipes 
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Glaze: 
1 c. apricot jam pushed through a sieve 
2 T. sugar 
Combine jam and sugar in a heavy saucepan and cook over medium heat, stirring occasionally until 
mixture reaches 228°F. Paint warm glaze on sides and top of cake, then press glacé cherry halves 
and nuts into the glaze. Paint another coat over the cherries and nuts.  
 

Christmas Rye Bread (Joululimppu) 

In a large bowl, combine 1 c. all purpose flour, mashed potatoes, 
potato water and yeast. Stir and cover with plastic wrap for 2 days. 
To potato/flour mixture, add corn syrup, beer, warm water, butter, sugar, salt, fennel, anise 
and rye flour. Add all purpose flour to make a stiff dough, then turn out onto a floured 
surface and knead until dough is no longer sticky. Place in very large greased bowl and let rise 
until doubled. Punch down and let rest for 10 minutes. Shape into 4 or 5 round loaves and 
place in greased round pans (pie pans work well). Cover and let rise until doubled. Poke 
several holes in the top of each loaf with a fork and bake at 375®F for about 4o minutes or 
until loaves sound hollow when tapped. 
 

While Rosettes do require some special equipment, they make a beautiful presentation and are 
a nice light confection. Rosette irons can be found at many Scandinavian specialty stores or 
from many online sources (even Target.com!)  
Rosettes 
 

2 large eggs 
1 ¼ c. whole milk 
½ t. salt 
½ t. ground cardamom 
 2 T. sugar 
1 c. all purpose flour 
2 T. melted butter 
Oil for frying 
Confectioner‟s sugar or cinnamon sugar 
 

Beat eggs with milk just until blended. Sift together salt, cardamom, sugar and flour and beat 
lightly into liquid. Stir in butter. Let sit, covered, for 1 hour. Heat 3-4 inches of good quality oil 
to 350®F. A deep fryer with a thermostat works best for this, but if you use a regular pot, 
make sure you monitor the temperature with a thermometer. Heat your rosette iron in oil for a 
minute prior to making each rosette. Once iron is hot, blot on paper towel (this is very 
important), then dip in batter up to the top of the mold (but not over!). Dip the iron back into 
the hot oil and as soon as the batter starts to expand away from the iron take a fork or slotted 
spoon and push rosette off. Cook on each side until golden, then remove and drain on paper 
towels placed on a cooling rack. Repeat process, heating iron between each rosette. Having two 
irons is a real timesaver…… When all rosettes are complete, sift confectioner‟s sugar over top 
or sprinkle with cinnamon sugar. Store in a tightly covered container. 
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1 c. all purpose flour 1 stick softened butter 

2 c. mashed potatoes ¼ c. sugar 

1 c. potato water 1 T. salt 

½ oz. yeast in ¼ c. water 1 ½ t. fennel seed 

 1 ½ t. anise seed 

¾ c. dark corn syrup ½ c. golden raisins 

1 c. dark beer or ale 2 c. rye flour 

2 c. warm water 9-10 c. all purpose flour 



 

 

Birgit Ages, who plays with the local 

international band, Folk Voice, has won the 

"Finnish Folk Music Association" Silver Medal 

of Honor for her many years of introducing, 

educating and the promotion of Finnish folk 

music, both in the United States and 

Canada. Birgit's enthusiasm and energy has 

exposed Finnish folk music to many new 

audiences. She has faithfully organized 

workshops and performances, giving 

many opportunities to visiting folk musicians 

to share their culture and skill to people of 

all ages and background. Birgit has shared 

her knowledge and love of Finnish folk music 

by teaching, performing for dances 

throughout the Pacific Northwest and by 

accompanying Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers 

with their performances.  Birgit, along with 

Folk Voice can be heard at many local 

events: Folklife, 

Swedish Cultural 

Center, Ethnic Heritage 

Council Crossroads and 

Winterfest, Leif Erickson 

Hall, Skandia 

dances, Nordic Heritage 

Museum, Finlandia 

Foundation among 

others.  

   
Her long years of 

promoting Finnish folk 

music were recognized by the 

Association's executive director in Helsinki. 

Birgit Ages is the only person in the United 

States to receive this honor. 

Congratulations, Birgit for this well deserved 

recognition!  

  Submitted by: JoAnne Rudo 
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Noteworthy 

Birgit Ages 

Tina Hall 
At a recent Credit Union Executives Society’s 

conference in Dallas, Tina Hall, daughter of 

FFSC board member Marja Hall, presented 

her project about work/life transcendence.  

Hall emerged the winner of the title of Next 

Top Credit Union Exec after a three-part 

scoring process that included a panel of 

judges, audience voting and online voting. 

The prize that accompanies this honor is a 

$20,000 educational prize package.  

Tina has graciously offered half of her 

education package to the second-place 

finisher, which means that they will both 

attend the CUES’ CEO Institute I at The 

Wharton School at the University of 

Pennsylvania. 

Tina also challenged all of the audience and 

credit union industry at large to donate $50 

or $100 to help all of the other finalists 

attend. Congratulations and well done, Tina!  

 
People in the News 

Medal presented to Birgit Ages 
by Pekka Pentikäinen and 
Perttu Paappana. 
Photo by: Marja Hall 

The ―Face‖ of  Verity Credit Union, Tina Hall on the side of 
a new Kitsap Credit Union building in Silverdale– as captured 
by Satu Mikkola 
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http://www.cues.org/professional-development/institutes/CEO_Institute_I
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SUOMI CHAPTER NEWSSUOMI CHAPTER NEWS  
FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

SUOMI CHAPTER NEWS 
 

The Suomi Chapter will publish a separate 

page for all future issues. The arrangement 

will give a voice for our most northwestern 

corner members to exchange ideas in 

promoting the Finnish Heritage, particularly in 

Whatcom, Skagit and Island counties. 

 

VAASA of Finland A New Sister City 

for Bellingham. 
 

The delegation from Bellingham recently 

visited the City of Vaasa and completed the 

sister city arrangements with Bellingham. 

Vaasa celebrated her 403rd birthday on 

October 2nd and our delegation was 

recognized by the Finnish American Society 

and the Management of the City of Vaasa. 

 

Markku Lumio, Mayor of Vaasa welcomed 

our seven member delegation. Tapio Holma , 

Chapter president and Barbara Sanchez, 

President of Bellingham Sister Cities 

Association addressed the gala event. There 

were more than 600 people who had gathered 

for the celebration. 

 

Vaasa is the only sister city from Finland in the 

State of Washington. 

 

The Finnish Independence Anniversary 
 

The chapter will celebrate the 93rd  Finnish 

Independence Anniversary on December 9th at  

the Lairmont Manor in Bellingham. 

The Consul of Finland has been invited to 

address the meeting. 

Calendar of events for 2011 in Bellingham 

area will be published 

in our next newsletter edition. 

 

The board members of Suomi Chapter: 

 

Officers: 

Tapio Holma, President 

tapiok@comcast.net 

Markku Kanervikkoaho, Vice President 

markku_k@comcast.net 

Barbara Sanchez, Secretary 

snabblady@msn.com 

Terhi Miikki, Treasurer 

terhimiikkib@yahoo.com 

 

Members at large: 

Elaine Maki, Brend Hunt-Holma, Riitta 

Kanervikkoaho, Asko Hamalainen, Mandy 

Dryer. 

 

FFSC is a nonprofit organization registered in 

the State of Washington. 

 

For further information on how to join our 

chapter please contact: 

Finlandia Foundation SC 

2722 Alvarado Drive, 

Bellingham, WA 98229 

360 714-8600 

 

We wish everyone A Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New  Year. 

 

HYVÄÄ  JOULUA JA ONNELLISTA UUTTA 

VUOTTA! 
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Dear Members, 
 

Please let us know about your family 
celebrations. Has there been a birth, 

graduation or wedding that you 
would like to share? We’d love to 

rejoice with you! 
 

Just email the information to: 
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to: 

FFSC  

PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

 
Take Care, 

Taina 
Editor 

Celebration…... 

Puzzle by: Jenni Salmi & Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Solution may be found on page # 25 

 

Mia Spangenberg and Karl Themer  

Married on 

September 25, 2010 

Pictured above: Mia Spangenberg and Karl Themer 
with Mia's parents Tuija and Helmut Spangenberg  

JOULU 
(CHRISTMAS) 

JOULUKUUSI 
(CHRISTMAS 
TREE) 

JOULUPUKKI 
(SANTA 
CLAUS) 

KORISTE 
(PIECE OF 
DECORATION) 

KYNTTILÄ 
(CANDLE) 
  

LAHJA 
(GIFT, 
PRESENT) 
  

LAPASET  
(MITTENS) 

LUISTIMET  
(SKATES) 

LUMI 
(SNOW) 

PORO 
(REINDEER) 

RÄNTÄ  
(SLEET) 

SADE  
(RAIN) 

SUKSET  
SKIS) 

TALVI 
(WINTER) 

TONTTU  
(AN ELF) 

VILLAPIPO  
(WOOLLY 
HAT) 

    

Christmas and Winter Word Search 
 

Find the 16 words listed below hidden 
somewhere in our puzzle. Words may be 
horizontal, vertical or diagonal, and 
either forwards or backward.  
 

Good Luck! 
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Please note, the deadline for the February / March 2011 
Edition of the Newsletter is January 15, 2011 

All submitted ads and articles will be printed  
as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor.  
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Please share your 
Comfort Food 

recipes with us! 
Deadline is 

January 15th, 
2011 

 

Recipes can be sent to 
ffsceditor@ymail.com 

or 

FFSC Recipes 

 PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-

0052 
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The United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to unite around 
preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions. Members enjoy Finnish events at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum, luncheons in the community, and field trips to areas of interest in the Northwest.   
Several members have been instrumental in organizing the Finnish Room exhibit in the Nordic Heritage 
Museum.  Other members participate in the Tanhuajat, Finlandia Foundation and Finnish Choral society.  
Many Lodge volunteers were active during FinnFest USA at the University of Washington in 1989 and in 
1999.  The Lodge also participates in the annual Finnish Bazaar held in the Fall and the bi-annual Summer 
Finnish Festival. 
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second Sunday of 
the month (no meetings in July or December)  

at the Finnish Lutheran Church– Maki Room, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle   
 

Contact President, Lynn B. Wirta, at lbwirta52@gmail.com or  
Secretary, Ruth St Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net for further information. 

“Sites” of Interest: 
 

 Travel and tourism:  

 www.visitfinland.com 

  

 Misc. Finnish Info:  

 http://finland.fi/public (no 

 www) 

 

 Good News From Finland:   

 www.goodnewsfinland.com 

Solution to puzzle on page # 23 

mailto:lbwirta52@gmail.com
mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
http://www.visitfinland.com
http://finland.fi/public/


 

 

Pastors –  Visiting pastors Tom Kangas,  
            Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri 
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Finnish Lutheran Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA   98117  

Regarding church matters, please call: 
Heikki Mannisto 425 603 0517 
Kerttu Juntila  253 904 8700 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 
 

 
Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM  
FLC Bible Studies &Sunday School: 
Please contact Church for details.  

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo 
and soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them 
to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
‖He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.‖  
          Proverbs 19:17 

 



 

 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund         $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 3 for details) 

2 ― column $22 /issue 
3‖ column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line).  
$1 per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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 New / Returning Member 
 Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.    

 

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

Single $20/yr Couple/Family $25/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

Supporting $50 Lifetime $300 
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Lake Crescent– Olympic National Park 
Clallam County, Washington 
Photo by: John L. Redfern Jr. 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 

    Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 

     Address Service Requested 

 


