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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Now- Nov.
14
Oct. 8-10

Call NHM for
Hours
Various

Oct. 9

7 PM-11 PM

Oct. 13

100 Years of Women’s Voices and Action in Finland Exhibition/
NHM
(206) 789-5707 for hours
Scandinavian Heritage Festival/Octoberfest- See page #20 for com- Pavilion Hall,
plete details
Puyallup Fair &
Event Center
Traditional Finn Hall Experience- See page #21 for complete details SCC
Summer time (BST) ends in Finland, -1 hour (Kesäaika loppuu )

Oct. 17

NOON

Nov. 7

The musical trio, Parahulta from Finland presents “Parahultaista
Pelimannimusiikkia”
Films from Finland Series: Näkymätön Elina (As If I Didn’t Exist),
2002, 77 minutes, K-7
Films from Finland Series: Näkymätön Elina (As If I Didn’t Exist),
2002, 77 minutes, K-7
32nd Annual Seattle Finnish Community Bazaar- See page #22 for
complete details
Daylight Saving Time ends. Turn your clocks back one hour!

Oct. 27

7:30 PM

Oct. 29

2:00 PM

Nov. 6

10 AM-3 PM

Nov. 11

Veteran's Day (USA)

Nov. 15

FFSC Newsletter Deadline to: ffsceditor@ymail.com

Nov. 19

RSVP Deadline for IDDD- See page #24 for details

Nov. 20-21

10AM-5PM

Nov. 24

7:30 PM

Nov. 25
Nov. 26

SCC
SCC
NHM

Yulefest-For information, visit www.nordicmuseum.org or phone NHM
(206) 789-5707
Films from Finland Series: Itsenäinen Suomi (Independent Finland), SCC
2007, 90 minutes, S
Thanksgiving Day

2:00 PM

Films from Finland Series: Itsenäinen Suomi (Independent Finland), SCC
2007, 90 minutes, S
The First Sunday in Advent (Adventtisunnuntai)

6:00 PM

Independence Day Dinner and Dance- see page #24 for details

Nov. 28
Dec. 4

FLC

SCC

Calendar Cont’d on Pg. #17
Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been
reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter.
Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change.

FLC = Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864)
NHM = Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle
SCC = Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle
October/November 2005
October/November
2010
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President’s Message
Finn Hall Music,
Finn Building and Landscape Design, Mom joined the other ladies in
filling huge cloth sacks with
and Finn Goodies too ……………………
donated clothing to then be
They came during the Great
sewn shut and sent as CARE packages to
Migration from the late 1800’s Finland. Dad, ever the show-man, MC’d the
to the mid 1900’s to work on annual Finnish Community Princess contests
the railroads, in the mines,
and I learned my first polka and jenkka steps
the factories, forests and fields of Michigan to on the shiny oak floor of the ―haali‖.
the Dakotas, from New York and Minnesota to At this point, you may be asking, what is all of
the Pacific Northwest. Mostly men, looking to this history leading up to? Well, we are
make a living and with the intention of
fortunate to have the Finlandia Foundation
bringing their families, left behind in Finland, National Performer of the Year ’10 music
to settle here in America.
group from Minnesota, which chose the name
It goes without saying that saloons were a good Finn Hall, here in Seattle along with Professor
gathering place for these hardworking men.
Emeritus Arnold Alanen, Finlandia Foundation
Once the families arrived and communities
Lecturer of the Year ’10, to entertain and
sprung up, more family-friendly gathering
enlighten us with words and music. We’ll have
places were needed. Up sprang the
our very own 21st century Finn Hall experience
Temperance Society and Brotherhood Halls,
right here in Seattle! Do plan to join us for this
soon to be known as Finn Halls. Apart from
fun evening and bring along your dancing
offering a place for the local Finns to get
shoes, as there will be dancing to the tunes of
together to get caught up on the latest news
Finn Hall to wrap up the evening.
from Finland over a cup of coffee, the halls
were used for dances, plays, concerts,
Every so often I need to bring to your
receptions and holiday parties. It was very
attention the wonderful, dedicated members
usual to see a magnificent, hand painted mural of the FFSC Executive Board. They do the work
as the stage back-drop. The scene was most
of the organization—each bringing to the table
often that of a lake setting with a red cabin
their own individual talents and capabilities.
and a row boat on the shore and a stand of
There are the planners, the designers, the
birch trees to complete the theme.
printers, the idea people, the web experts,
We have a fine example of these stage backthe financial wizards etc. Generously donating
drops right here in our area; at the Nordic
their time, they attend monthly meetings and
Heritage Museum. It is hung in the stairwell on take on the responsibilities that make our
the top floor near the Suomi-Finland Room.
programs happen. They inspire me to do my
Seattle had a Finn Hall on 15th Avenue near the best and I am fortunate to work with them for
Magnolia Bridge but it is long gone. There is
you.
still a functioning and well kept Finn Hall in
Astoria, OR.
I look forward to meeting and greeting you at
I have my own memories of the Finn Hall in
the upcoming Finnish-American community
Montreal, Canada from the mid to late 1940’s. events.
It was a place for this immigrant schoolgirl to
do homework while Dad was rehearsing for the Happy fall!
upcoming stage production of Särkelä Itte.
Rita Vermala-Koski

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland Society
to assist in the publication of our newsletter
October/November 2010
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Now would be a great time to join
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter,
Here is some of what we offer:






















Subscription to the FFSC bi-monthly
newsletter: entertaining, well written and
informative, covering the Finnish and
Nordic community
Subscription to the bi-annual Finlandia
Foundation National (FFN) newsletter
FFSC Scholarships
Finlandia Foundation National Grants and
Scholarships
Information about Finland and about local
Finnish organizations
Access to current Chapter information and
information on upcoming Finnish events on
the FFSC web site: www.finnsnw.com/ffsc
PayPal available on our web site for
electronic membership payments and
payment for major events
FFSC electronic event mailing service for
members to receive notifications for shortnotice programs throughout the year
Films from Finland
Annual Independence Day Dinner & Dance
Celebration (ticketed event)
Finnish Language classes offered for
beginner to conversation level at a
reasonable tuition fee
Opportunities to volunteer
The opportunity to share Finnish
experiences and share in keeping Finnish
traditions and culture strong in the
community
Vote at annual board meetings
Reasonable membership rates

FFSC Newsletter

Welcome to New
Members:
Lynn Sellers Kacatin
Isto Kiander
Evan Wright
Paula Tauri
Mary Junttila
Joel Pottala
Mikko & Gretchen Sund
Sophia Vatomsky
Ken Bartanen
Eila Sarvanto Chisholm
Susan Moisio Underwood
Betty Nurmi Nelson
Carlton Appelo
Pirjo Brooks
Lois Laakso Munch
Annel Evans

Sincere Appreciation
to Grant &
Scholarship Donors:
Anita Raistakka
Asta Vilajanen &
Dan Lambert
Lois Laakso Munch
October/November 2010
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~The Arts ~

CHANGE IN OCTOBER FILM SERIES
By: Gary London
Because the October selection for the
“Films from Finland” series may be in
commercial release in Seattle at the time,
it will be replaced by an earlier film by the
same director – Klaus Härö.

death has brought her to the point of
emotional crisis, which is heightened by
her difficulties with an unbending
teacher, who insists that all Finnishspeaking children use only Swedish.
Elina sees her defense of her fellow
According to The New York Times, the fall
students as standing up for principles of
2010 film season includes the general
fairness and decency that she has learned
American release of Postia Pappi
from her father. Her teacher sees her
Jaakobille (Letters to Father Jacob) on
only as a willful and disobedient child. As
October 8. Whether it will actually be
in Aideistä parhain and Uusi Ihminen,
available at a local theater is still not
Hãrö reveals a remarkable sensitivity to
known, but, as long as that chance exists,
and understanding of the lives of children
the film will not be part of the “Films from
struggling for respect and identity in a
Finland” series.
world dominated by sometimes
In the place of this previously-scheduled uncomprehending adults.
film is Härö’s first feature work,
Näkymätön Elina won numerous
Näkymätön Elina (As If I Didn’t
international prizes following its
Exist). This 2002 release was
release and was the first of three of
actually shown in the first year of
the Porvoo-born Härö’s four films
“Films from Finland” in 2006 and
to be Finland’s official entries in
will thus be the first selection in
the Best Foreign Film category for
the five-year history of the series to
Academy Awards.
be repeated. Like Härö’s Aideistä
parhain (Mother of Mine) and Uusi
See Näkymätön Elina on October
Ihminen (The New Man), which have both 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Cultural
Center. It will be repeated on October 29
been seen as part of the series,
Näkymätön Elina was well-received here. at 2:00 p.m. in the same venue. A $5.00
donation is requested at the door. The
However, now that Härö’s work is better
known and appreciated, it can be
film is 77 minutes in length, is in Finnish
expected to draw a larger audience,
and Swedish with English subtitles, and
is suitable and highly recommended for
including some repeat viewers.
school-age children and for adults.
The Elina of the film’s title is a ten-yearold girl of Finnish origin living in northern “Films from Finland” is offered by Finlandia
Sweden in the 1950s with her mother and Foundation Seattle Chapter as part of its
mission to foster Finnish culture.
older sister. Her beloved father’s recent

Please note, the deadline for the December 2010 / January 2011
Edition of the Newsletter is November15, 2010.
All submitted ads and articles will be printed
as space permits, and at the discretion of the Editor.
October/November 2010
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Films from Finland

2010

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the Swedish
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.
October 27/29. Näkymätön Elina (As If I Didn’t Exist), 2002, 77 minutes, K-7.
Much-honored debut by Klaus Härö, whose films, including Aideistä parhain (Mother of Mine), have
gone on to enjoy enormous popular and critical success. Elina faces adult resistance as she defends
Finnish-speaking students in northern Sweden in the 1950’s.
November 24/26. Itsenäinen Suomi (Independent Finland), 2007, 90 minutes, S.
This documentary, written by Antti Tuuri, views the evolution of the sovereign Finnish nation through
the eyes of Aino, born in 1917 – the year Finland gained its independence. Unique, authentic materials
from the Finnish Archives add to the strength of this stirring tribute, just in time for Finland’s 93 rd
birthday.
December 22. Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, 79 minutes, S.
This pre-Christmas treat is about Risto, a ten-year-old boy who likes to play drums but finds his
attentions divided when Nelly moves into his building. Risto’s life is complicated when he is put in the
care of a relative whose drive for cleanliness and order threatens his passion for his drums. Nelly stands
by him.
~Gary London

UNIQUE POETRY BOOK DEPICTS EXPERIENCE
OF MOVING FROM FINLAND TO AMERICA
The poetry of Eelu Kiviranta,
who emigrated from Finland
to the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan at the turn of the 20
century to seek a better life,
has been compiled and
translated into English in a newly released
book, A Rascal’s Craft: Musings of a FinnishAmerican Immigrant.
This one-of-a-kind book, presented in both
Finnish and English, offers a glimpse into the
immigrant experience through the Finnish
storytelling tradition of arkkiveisu. Kiviranta‟s
engaging poetry describes a variety of
contemporary events – from what it was like to
work in Michigan‟s copper mines, to the
Temperance Movement, to commentary on
America‟s new-found obsession with the
horseless carriage.
This book marks the first time Kiviranta‟s
poems have been translated into English. His
th
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granddaughter, Lillian Lehto, took up the
challenge as a labor of love after
professional translators said it would be too
daunting a task. Her translations remain true to
the poems‟ style and enchanting rhyme,
providing for a unique and enjoyable cultural
experience.
Kiviranta‟s great-grandson, attorney and award
-winning author Steve Lehto, is a contributor
to the book and wrote its introduction. James
N. Kurtti, director of the Finnish American
Heritage Center, wrote the book‟s foreword. “I
trust I speak for the Finnish-American
community when I express gratitude that the
works of Eelu Kiviranta have been taken from
„the cold‟ and shared with us,” Kurtti writes.
Publication of A Rascal’s Craft was made
possible in part by support from Finlandia
Foundation National®.
Information made available by Momentum
Books.
October/November 2010
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FINNARTS NOTES
By: Gary London
Swedish-born Finnish actress/singer/songwriter Irina Björklund, now living in Los
Angeles with her actor husband, Peter Franzén, can be seen on local silver screens in
George Clooney’s new artsy adventure-thriller, The American. She is the first of a
series of international women with whom Clooney is involved in this brooding film. A
major studio release with one of the most popular male stars in the world can only be
seen as a positive move in Björklund’s career. She also continues occasional
performances of her own music with Peter Fox at the Hotel Café in Hollywood. Not
only does she sing, but she plays the musical saw, too. Her second CD, Vintage
Espresso, has been released, following the success of Oh, l’Amour several years
earlier. Björklund and Frazén are Seattle favorites since their visit here as part of a
one-day film festival at the University of Washington. The American can be seen at a number of local
theaters.
**************

Photo by: Giles Keyte – © 2010 Focus Features LLC

Bob Goldstein read from and discussed his book, Riding with Reindeer: A Bicycle
Odyssey through Finland, Lapland, and Arctic Norway, on September 29 at the
University Book Store in the University District of Seattle. The author- an ardent
traveler and outdoorsman – made his trip from Finland’s Åland Islands to Norway’s
Barents Sea in 2007. An earlier book, The Gentleman from Finland: Adventures
on the Trans-siberian Express, won the Benjamin Franklin Award for best travel
memoir of 2006. When not traveling and writing, Goldstein works as Chief
Financial Officer of the Kitsap Regional Library, leads Sierra Club outings, and
engages in a variety of outdoor activities.
***************
During its 2010-2011 season, the Seattle Symphony will feature another in what seems
to be an endless supply of young and highly-regarded Finnish conductors. On April 28
and 30, Pietari Inkinen will lead the Seattle orchestra in Sibelius’s Symphony No. 7, as
well as music by Britten and Bartok. Inkinen, Music Director of the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra since 2008 and Principal Guest Conductor for the Japan
Philharmonic for a year, has a concert schedule that would leave anyone older than
his 30 years gasping for breath. In November, he will take the NZSO on a tour of
Europe. In addition to a degree in conducting, Inkinen also has a degree in violin from
Sibelius Academy. He performs as a violinist with the Inkinen Trio when not conducting in major
concert halls.

Photographs from FFSC Events
Photographs from Finlandia Foundation events as well as other nordic community
events are available for purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com. A variety of
different size prints can be ordered. All proceeds go to benefit Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you have any questions or would like to donate your
FFSC-related photographs, please contact Esko Mannisto at
(206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net

October/November 2010
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MOOMINS IN 3D COMING SOON TO A THEATER NEAR YOU!
BY: JENNI SALMI
One day Moomintroll wakes up to a
Moominvalley covered in dust; it seems as if the
end of the world is imminent. He leaves the
valley to find out what this shining, burning
phenomenon in the sky is and what kind of
havoc it is going to wreak...

Björk describes how in her youth her favorite
character was Snufkin, the traveling
philosopher, but as she has gotten older she
has begun seeing more of herself in all of the
characters, even Moominpappa.

The previous Moomin movies have remained
internationally fairly obscure, save for limited
releases at film festivals and productions in cooperation with and for the ever-faithful Japanese
audience. This time, the Moomins are back in 3D and
with an international cast for its English version, The
Moomins and the Comet Chase. The exported version
has such Swedish-born stars as Max von Sydow
(Awakenings, The Exorcist), Stellan Skarsgård (Good Will
Hunting, Breaking the Waves) and his son Alexander
Skarsgård (True Blood)—all names that are sure to
attract an audience.
Most of the buzz around the movie has been created by
the theme song, The Comet Song, which is composed
and performed by the Icelandic superstar Björk. The
performer, who has not released any new material in
almost two years, stated that she was “very honored to
be asked to write a song for this Moomin movie”
because she has “for long time been an admirer of Tove
Jansson, both of the Moomins and her other work.”

Although the movie is shown in 3D and is the
first Nordic full-length 3D movie, it is far
from the computer-generated wonders of the
recent 3D blockbuster movies: the movie itself is new,
but the material was shot between 1978-1982 for a TV
series that featured stop-motion animation made with
Moomin puppets. Thus, it is a combination of nostalgia
for the Eastern European style children’s stop-motion
shows and new 3D technology. The movie can also be
viewed in traditional 2D, but the puppetry and the
background do create an illusion of three-dimensional
viewing.
Moomins and the Comet Chase was released in Finland in
August, 2010. Release date for the United States will be
published soon. See the official website, http://
www.originalmoomin.com/, for more information,
trailers and the music video for The Comet Song. The
song is available only as digital download from major
digital downloading services, and the proceeds are going
to be donated to the children’s charity UNICEF to
support the flood victims in Pakistan.

Finnish Choral Society News
The Finnish Choral Society is looking towards an exciting
future and many activities.
This coming fall we have our second CD “Riiuuviisut” for
sale. On it we sing Finnish folk songs, such as Kosioretki
and Hääpolska and many other Finnish „Love Songs‟. The
making of the CD was possible with a grant from SuomiSeura. Watch out for it at the Annual Finnish Community
Bazaar at the NHM.
The first CD, “Christmas in Finland” has received lots of applause and positive comments. Who would
not want to listen to Sylvian Joululaulu or Varpunen Jouluaamuna at Christmas time? Or tonttulauluja?
The Christmas CD will be available at the Bazaar or from any choir member. We will be at the Bazaar
and serve our famous HERNEKEITTO and have CD‟s for sale.
Later in the fall we will start our Christmas Program, first at the Annual Yulefest at the Museum. In
early December we have been invited to sing in Vancouver B.C. at the Scandinavian House. We will
also sing at the Finlandia Foundation‟s IDDD. As usual we will visit a few Retirement homes in
December – a custom that is very much appreciated by the listeners. Our own Christmas Concert and
Dinner will be at the Finnish Lutheran Church on December 11 at 5 PM.
(Continued on page 10)
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WILL SUCCESS SPOIL SUOMI?

By: Gary London

That question might well occur to
anyone paying attention to the
role of Finland in the media these
days. It seems that everywhere
one turns, new laurels are being
heaped on the brow of the Finnish
lion. And how are Finns taking all
this attention? Quite in stride,
apparently. One recent visitor
from Finland said her first reaction
to Newsweek’s recent designation
of her country as ―the greatest in
the world‖ was, ―If this is the
best, I really wonder about the
others.‖

rankings themselves. And how
could Helsinki’s place in the top
five fail to bring a little chestpuffing to even the most modest
of Finns? (Oh, yes, for those who
love ―impeccable Seattle,‖ be
warned that you will look in vain
for your city in this survey. More
distressing to Seattleites is likely
to be Vancouver’s inclusion as
#16, and, most galling, Portland’s
first placement on the Top 25 list
as #22. Ouch!)

There was more positive Helsinki
press from the Financial Times
While Newsweek may win the
later in the summer, on July 30/
hyperbole race in lauding Finland, August 1. Rufus Purdy used
probably the media source most
Helsinki’s designation as 2012
likely to be counted on for recent, World Design Capital by the
consistent praise is the Financial
International Council of Societies
Times – the unofficial house organ of Industrial Design as an entrée to
of global movers and shakers.
a more generalized ode to Finnish
design – not elitist, but ―central
On June 12, the FT ran an article
to everyday life.‖ Purdy
summarizing Monocle magazine’s
rhapsodizes about evidences of
survey of the 25 most ―liveable‖
cities in the world. Munich was up Finnish design he sees all about
him – from ―icily beautiful girls in
from fourth place to first place,
and Zurich was down from first to sculptural Finsk boots and red-and
- pink Marimekko poppy print
third. And Helsinki? It held
skirts‖ to ―the witty dog-themed
securely to its 2009 position as
cushions in the bar, striking prints
number 5 – ahead of Stockholm
on sofas, and Bang & Olufsen
(6th place) and Paris (7th place).
flatscreens in the bathrooms‖ of
Only Copenhagen, among the
Nordic capitals, fared better than his hotel. Finnish elements of
design are even evident in cuisine,
Finland with its second-ranking
place. Details about the complex according to Purdy, who seems
particularly taken by the ―earthy
criteria used for this survey are
and strong‖ tastes of Juuri on
available for those who are
Korkeavuorenkatu. The ubiquity
interested, but most people will
probably only pay attention to the of art and design, concludes the

writer, ―are as integral to
(Finnish) national identity as
salted fish and the Moomins.‖
And speaking of the Moomins, the
Financial Times even finds much
to love in these ―enchantingly‖
strange creatures, which are
featured in Moomins Cook Book:
An Introduction to Finnish Cuisine,
reviewed by Natalie Whittle.
Recently translated from the
Finnish, this book contains recipes
by Sami Malila and illustrations by
Tove Jansson.
The reviewer finds Moominland
cuisine heavily oriented toward
―herring, anchovies, cream and
berries,‖ with ample quantities of
fish and rye bread. A particular
Moomin favorite is pancakes,
accompanied by berries, of
course. Clearly, Moomins know
their food.
Yes, Newsweek says that Finland is
the best country in the world, but,
judging from this summer’s
perusal of the Financial Times,
that honor might be shared by
Finland and Moominland. It all
depends on whether one prefers
those ―icily beautiful girls . . .
strolling beside blond boys, who
hang Mhann bags from their
shoulders and clamp leaf-thin
silver Nokias to their ears‖ OR
those ―strange creatures‖ with
―small koala ears, short legs and
round teddy bear stomachs . . .,
their white little silhouettes rarely
seem(ing) to touch the ground…‖
Take your pick. You can’t go
wrong.

(Continued from page 9)

In 2011 we will celebrate the 35th Annual Kalevala Fest on March 6, 2011. Quite a long tradition – 35 years!
After last year‟s “Troublemaker‟s Mother” performance sponsored by the Finlandia Foundation we face a special
challenge to present an exciting program..
And then to San Diego: We have been invited to perform at the Finnfest 2011 in San Diego (August 10 – 14,
2011)! For that event, a Mass Choir is in the planning stage. Come and join us in San Diego.
And finally to Finland – the best country in the world! In 2012 we plan to be off on our Finland Tour. More on
that later..
So there are many reasons to join the Choir. We practice Monday nights at the Finnish Lutheran Church at 7:30
PM. Singing is Fun!

Submitted by: Eva Männistö

June/ July 2009
October/November
2010
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DEPUTY SPEAKER OPENS WOMEN’S EXHIBIT
Tarja Filatov, deputy
speaker of the Finnish
Parliament, was on hand on
September 10 to open the Nordic Heritage
Museum’s current exhibit, “100 Years of Women’s
Voices and Action in Finland.” She was joined by
Leena Ruusuvuori, Director of the National Council of
Women in Finland, and Kirsti Westphalen, Consul
General of Finland in Los Angeles.
These three Finnish women, as well as Americans
Vicki Orrico and Cathy Allen from the Center for
Women and Democracy, participated in a panel
discussion just before the ribbon-cutting to the
exhibit. This panel, with Seattle’s Vice Honorary
Consul Kristiina Hiukka as moderator, responded to
previous remarks by Jeanne Kohl-Welles, a member
of the Washington State Senate, regarding the
comparative role of women in Nordic countries,
especially Finland, and in the United States,
particularly Washington State.
A good deal of the discussion was around the
relatively greater role of women in Finnish politics
than is the case with women in the United States,
though it was pointed out that women in
Washington State have fared better – even much
better – than women in other states and nationally.
For example, while Finland has a woman president, a
woman prime minister, and over 40% female
membership in the parliament, Washington State
has a woman governor, two women members of the
Senate, and very nearly the same proportion of
women in the State Legislature. Ms. Kohl-Welles
pointed out the Washington is the only state ever to
have had both Senators as women.
There was considerable agreement as to why Finnish
women have, since suffrage in 1906, increasingly

In Memoriam
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achieved political equality with men (though equality
in business and finance have lagged behind).
Reasons given include equal access to education, the
availability of social services which permit women to
work and to have children, ability of women to work
cooperatively together, willingness of women in
politics to mentor those aspiring to political
involvement, and the quota in place since the 1960s
requiring a threshold of women’s membership in all
public bodies. Panelists also agreed that women,
irrespective of country of origin, bring their own
policy concerns to politics. They are, for example,
more focused on issues of equality, more responsive
to outsiders, more likely to think of future
generations, more compassionate, more averse to
risk. In terms of style, members of the panel seemed
to be less than unanimous. While women’s ability to
work together was mentioned, so was women’s
competitiveness against other women. Similarly,
women were said to reach out to others in seeking
advice, but it was also claimed that women “stay in
their own silos” Clearly, had this fascinating panel
continued, such apparent differences could have
been aired more thoroughly.
The exhibit, ushered in by the panel and organized by
the National Council of Women of Finland, will
continue until November 14. It features legislative
and other milestones in the history of Finnish women,
significant women who have advanced the cause of
gender rights, and women’s contributions to
Finland’s economic, political and cultural life. The
Nordic Heritage Museum is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on
Sundays from noon to 4:00 p.m.
Gary London

With Sympathy
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Our Family Vacation in Finland
By: Paul Salo

Kannas family reunion in Ostrobothnia near Niinimaa
(Author is in the 2nd row from the back, 2nd from the right)

This past summer my wife and I spent 2 weeks in
the Ostrobothnian region to reconnect with my
Finnish roots. It was my third time in Finland,
having visited before in 1986 and 2005. This trip
was extra special because we traveled with my
brother, his wife, and two of their daughters, all
who were visiting Finland for the first time.
Our trip began with a family reunion near
Niinimaa during midsummer weekend. This is
where my grandmother’s parents, Kustaa and
Sofiia Kannas, raised 9 children (6 of whom
emigrated to America and raised families in
Minnesota). The property is still in the family,
owned by my cousin Heikki. This was the second
family reunion. My cousin John had hosted the
2008 reunion in Minnesota.
During the weekend we had a wonderful time
meeting and getting reacquainted with our many
cousins. There were over 50 people at the
reunion, including 11 from America. We shared
many family photographs, both new and old, and
learned about the Kannas family history in that
area. The weekend included a traditional
midsummer bonfire at the lake. There was also a
5-kilometer hike through the woods to Niinimaa,
which Heikki and his siblings had walked many
times to get to school (in winter they had skied
across the frozen lake).

After the reunion weekend we spent another 10
days in different areas of Western and Central
Finland. We stayed with cousins Liisa in Kokkola,
Kari in Lapua, and Erkki near Heinola. We visited
with even more relatives during family gatherings
in Seinäjoki, Alavus and Vuosaari. It was fulfilling
to meet older cousins who remember my father
and the few times he visited Finland. We learned
more family history at graveyards and lake cabins,
enjoyed city tours and still had plenty of free
time (and daylight) for sauna, swimming and
watching World Cup soccer on television. During
our stay with Kari, we had an impromptu
Västinsalo family reunion with my grandfather’s
family in Kuotane. We also enjoyed attending a
pesäpallo game in Vimpeli. This fast-paced game
resembles American baseball, but emphasizes
hitting and running more than pitching. Pesäpallo
has been called Finland’s national sport.
Every family visit featured a feast of Finnish food,
including Karelian pie and kotikalja (home beer).
The language barrier was not much of a problem.
Our younger cousins spoke English and gladly
acted as translators when my rudimentary Finnish
was insufficient. We could generally use English
when shopping or at restaurants. If only our hosts
could have also rid us of the dreaded mosquitoes,
our ever-present adversary outdoors at the lakes
and riversides.
We left Finland with a much richer appreciation
of our Finnish heritage. It was wonderful to
strengthen relationships with our Finnish cousins,
both young and old. I now have many relatives in
Finland I can keep in touch with on Facebook or
by e-mail. We look forward to our next trip to
Finland and to acting as hosts when our relatives
visit the United States.
Paul Salo is a student at the FFSC Finnish classes

Don’t forget to let us know if
your address changes !!
The FFSC is charged
by the Post Office for
all returned mail.
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Please share your Holiday recipes with us!
Deadline is November 15th, 2010
Recipes can be sent to ffsceditor@ymail.com
or

FFSC Recipes
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052
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The Woman Behind the Weave
Introduction:
The following story was
written by then college
freshman, Julianna Hein,
last spring. It tells about
her Finnish grandmother,
Kaino Leethem, who I
worked with to organize the FF ColumbiaPacific Chapter in Portland, approximately 10
years ago. Kaino was a very well known
weaver, artist and supporter of all things
Finnish in the Pacific Northwest. She was
born in Kalajoki, Finland, but after
graduating from high school in Finland,
moved to Oregon, where her 3 sisters had
moved earlier. She graduated from Oregon
State University, got married and had two
children and later three
grandchildren. Kaino passed away at the
age of 78 this summer. She was the most
wonderful person I ever met, the person
who you consider as an example of a good
person in its true meaning. She was a very
close friend of mine, from my over 20 years
in the Portland, Oregon area, and together
we were involved in numerous Finnish and
Finnish-American activities. She and her
husband have always been great supporters
of Finlandia Foundation National, which her
husband and children named as one of the
main charities to honor her memory.
Satu Mikkola

Every pillow, curtain, blanket, and
decorative wall hanging is a product of
Mummi’s love for the art of weaving.
Growing up, I didn’t understand
much about weaving. My sister Elise and I
would constantly play in the basement
where all of Mummi’s weaving takes place.
With an entire wall covered in brightly
colored yarns and two large wooden looms
and a spinning wheel, it was almost like
being in a fairytale land. We would play hide
-and-seek inside of the looms and have
contests to see who could pick out the
prettiest colors. It wasn’t until I grew older
and Mummi began teaching me how to
weave that I started to really appreciate
what my grandmother does.
Weaving is a very slow and tedious
act. It takes planning and precision and a lot
of creativity. Before each masterpiece,
Mummi sketches out her “plan” and figures
out what design or pattern she will go with.
She then prepares the large wooden loom
with a “warp”. Mummi explained to me “the
warp is what gives the weaving structure
and holds it together”. After the loom is
ready to go, she prepares the yarn by
transforming it from a ball of yarn to a spool
of yarn. This way, the spool can be sent
back and forth quickly and easily. From
then on it’s basically just a lot of repetition
of pedals and changing colors. Mummi and I
agreed that the most important part is
My grandmother emigrated to the
creating the design because that’s where
U.S. from Finland when she was only
you can really get creative.
nineteen years old. For as long as I can
Mummi has designed many pieces in
remember, I have called her by the name of all her years of weaving. One of her
“Mummi” which is Finnish for grandmother.
greatest pieces is a giant wall hanging she
Mummi stands at a height of 5’6” and has
made for her church. Mummi felt that she
two big blue eyes, which sit behind a pair of wanted to give back, and she created a
thick glasses. She has an adorable little
weaving for her church similar to the ones
accented voice and is the most amazing chef inside of Finnish churches. It is magnificent.
I know. Mummi was raised on a small farm The giant masterpiece is about ten feet
in Finland and explained to me how
across and bears a Christian symbol along
“everything was produced in the home”.
with wheat as a representation of the
This makes perfect sense because almost
Eucharist. It is all you see when you walk
everything in my grandmother’s home,
into the church with its rich purple, red and
including the actual home itself, has been
gold threads. When I asked her if religion
(Continued on next page)
created by my grandmother or grandfather.
DECEMBER 2000/JANUARY
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more blankets, rugs, and
artwork than ever. I am glad
affected her weaving, Mummi
my grandmother has an outlet
replied, “The piece [for the
that helps her to feel better
church] took a whole year,
and live life to the fullest.
and a lot of prayer”. I think
Mummi has created numerous
what she meant was that
items for me, but my favorite
without God’s help, she
is my big blue blanket. As I
couldn’t have made such a
examine the beautiful blanket
beautiful piece of artwork.
given to me on my last
She truly is blessed with a
birthday, I study the intricate
gift; A gift that she is very
pattern and find a hidden
generous with.
story. Each thread, so small,
Kaino's three granchildren from left:
Elise Hein, Tom Leethem and author Julianna
After she first learned
is so intricately placed. Each
Hein. Elise is holding a piece that Kaino taught her
how to weave, Mummi decided to weave, which was finished just a few days
thread however is part of a
she wanted to share weaving before her Mummi’s passing.
bigger picture - a grand piece
with as many people as possible. She
of artwork. Not just any artwork, but
opened a yarn shop in 1972 as a way of
artwork with a story and background. My
importing high-quality yarns from Finland.
grandmother’s whole life has been quite
She explained to me that she met a lot of
eventful. Between moving here from a small
friends through having a shop of her own. It farming community in Finland when she was
was also a very good way to network with
my age to go to school, to learning English
other weavers as well as acquire clients for
and then opening a yarn shop of her own,
her artwork. To this day, many people have she has been an example of just how much
her make custom blankets and wall hangings some creativity and hard work can do. My
and she is quite well known in the “world of grandmother is always doing something,
weaving”. Her favorite color to use in her
whether it is cooking, weaving, sewing,
artwork is any shade of blue, or as she says cleaning, or lecturing us grandchildren. In
“Finnish colors”. She mainly describes her
the midst of all this, she somehow makes
style as “colorful and textural” and I would
order. She is the glue that holds the family
agree. She brings items that would usually together. Just like the “warp” threads in the
be ordinary, such as blankets and pillows, to blanket she wove me. Mummi is small and
life with bright color combinations and
intricate, but her impact in the bigger
patterns.
picture is great.
Five years ago, Mummi was
There is a unique bond shared
diagnosed with Cancer. This came as a
between the artist and the person that
huge shock to her, as well as the whole
actually receives the artwork. By weaving
family. I took it very hard, but I knew that
art to fit the wishes of the consumer, my
if anyone were strong enough to battle
grandmother communicates with her
cancer it would be Mummi. She was one of customers. She uses visual language –
the healthiest people I know and always
colors and patterns to reveal a message.
forced us grandchildren to eat and live in a
This message takes her a long time to create
healthy way. The issue of her illness is a
and may not always be seen by all, but it is
sensitive subject for her to talk about so I
there. It can be a friendly message, a
didn’t ask too much about it in the interview. message of love, or even a message
She did, however, tell me that weaving is a
glorifying God. These tools that Mummi has
way for her to escape problems. She said,
mastered with her artwork evoke emotions
“Weaving gives me something to do, so that that will last a long time. Because of this,
I don’t dwell too much on life’s problems”.
weaving is one way that my grandmother is
She also told me that weaving has “enriched leaving behind a legacy that will last forever.
[her] life”. Since her diagnosis, Mummi has
weaved almost every day. She is producing
By: Julianna Hein
(Continued from previous page )
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Legendary Coach
Tom Paski
Legendary sports coach and teacher, Tom Paski,
taught and coached at Bainbridge Island High School
from 1947–1970. He also taught academic subjects
including US History, American Government and
“Contemporary problems.” He coached football and
baseball for 14 years and basketball for 23 years. By
the time he retired in 1970 his teams had won over
400 games. Coach Paski, who was inducted into the
Washington State prep coaches basketball hall of
fame, died in 2005 at the age of 93.
His teams broke pregame huddles with a cry of
“sisu.” Coach Paski told his players it was a Finnish
word that meant “do your best and work hard.” His
teams did exactly that as Bainbridge High was one of
the smaller schools in the Olympic League. His teams
were always well prepared even though quite often
undersized. Coach Paski and assistant, John Fox, had
a breakthrough football win over perennial power,
South Kitsap, in 1954. They told their football team
they would walk the 36 miles from Port Orchard
back home to the island the first time the Spartans
(Bainbridge) beat SK on the road. The Spartans won,
21-6… and the coaches walked, in the rain. They
divided the trek over two days so that Coach could
attend a UW football game. They defeated SK 5
times in an 8 year period following the first victory.
During one remarkable stretch from 1953–1955 his
teams recorded a won/loss record of 105-29-1. His
basketball teams won or tied for the Olympic League
championship eight times. His Spartan basketball
team won the state Class B championship in 1948,
and played in the championship games in 1954 and
1955. They lost to an even smaller school,
Skykomish, in the 1954 game. Interestingly enough,
the Skykomish coach was a young teacher/coach
named Richard Usitalo, known around Skykomish as
“the Finn.” Mr Usitalo later taught elementary
school in Federal Way.
Coach Paski and his wife, Lois, also a longtime BHS
teacher, were honored on February 7, 2003 with the
naming of the school’s new gymnasium as “Paski
Gymnasium”.. Paski said “coaching to me was
October/November 2010

teaching and motivation. It wasn’t a life or death
matter. I didn’t need a seatbelt on the sidelines.”
With his success he could have moved on to bigger
and more prestigious schools, stated former player
Frank Kitemoto, but he couldn’t leave his boys. Even
a former referee wrote to commend Coach Paski,
citing the sportsmanship for which he was known.
Coach was known and respected for his calm
demeanor by fellow coaches, players, and fans alike.
He quoted one of his own high school coaches as
saying “When I get mad, I can’t think.” He never
forgot that.
Tom and Lois, his bride of 63 years, didn’t have
children, yet they have family everywhere inspiring
and “imprinting” thousands of students during their
careers.
Tom Paski was born in Red Lodge, Montana Oct 1,
1911, the son of Finnish immigrants. He grew up in
Ilwaco, Wa. On the Washington coast in a strong
Finnish community, spoke the native language, and
played sports. He was a 1929 graduate of Ilwaco
High School where he earned nine letters in four
sports. He played as a 125 pound offensive and
defensive end on Ilwaco’s first football team,
becoming the quarterback the following year. He
starred in basketball and track as well. He went on to
college at Eastern Washington Normal School, now
Eastern Washington University and graduated in
1932. His first teaching and coaching job was at
Ellison Jr. High School in Wenatchee where he met
Lois, whom he married in 1942. He taught in
Wenatchee until he was commissioned in the Army
Air Force in 1942. He spent the war years as a cadet
physical fitness training officer at Yale University in
New Haven, CT. After World War II he attended the
University of Washington, earning a master’s degree
in physical education, continuing on to his legendary
coaching career.
Note: Information gathered from Seattle Times
Archives, Bainbridge Island Review, and personal
recollections as an opposing player at Central Kitsap
HS.
By: Ron Karjala
FFSC Newsletter

Page 17

Portable passport system in Vancouver starting
September 28th, 2010
The Embassy will bring the portable passport system to Vancouver at the end of
September 2010. The passport system will stay in Vancouver until the end of the year.
If you are interested in applying for a passport in Vancouver, please contact the
Consulate preferably via email finconvcr@telus.net or by phone (604) 688 44 83.
Instructions
The application process is virtually the same as at the Embassy in Ottawa.
A passport application form is no longer in use. The passport system generates the application and with the
portable system the photo will be taken as part of the application process (this is different from the process at
the Embassy in Ottawa, where the applicant provides a photograph). The applicant signs on an electronic
tablet, and a fingerprint scan is taken. As the fee is set in euros, it may change with exchange rate fluctuation.
Valid fees are posted in the Services section of the Embassy website ($137.00 in August 2010).
The application can only be processed if the applicant‟s personal data (name, date and place of birth) in the
Finnish population register is up-to-date (further information: www.vaestorekisterikeskus.fi or
www.maistraatti.fi). For example name changes due to a marriage or divorce cannot be processed in the
passport system. These have to be updated in the population register ahead of time. Also, children born
outside of Finland cannot be issued a Finnish passport until their birth and citizenship details are entered into
the Finnish population register.
Applying for Finnish passports in Finland
Passport applications can be made in Finland at the local police station. The passport can be forwarded to the
Embassy in Ottawa (by request) if it cannot be issued by the end of the stay in Finland. In fact, a passport
application can be made at any passport issuing point in the world and the passport forwarded to Canada.
Check the Foreign Ministry web site www.formin.fi for locations and contact information for Finnish
missions. The Embassy in Ottawa will then make arrangements to forward the passport to the applicant, who
should get in touch with the embassy upon return to Canada with their contact information. A pre-paid
courier or Canada Post Xpress envelope must be provided by the applicant.
Contact information:
Honorary Vice Consul Ritva Huttunen, tel. (604) 688 44 83, finconvcr@telus.net
Head of Consular Affairs Tanja Neuvonen-Del Bosco, tel. (613) 288 22 40, Tanja.Neuvonen@formin.fi

Calendar Cont’d From Pg. #2
Dec. 6
Dec. 11

Finland's 93rd Independence Day (Itsenäisyyspäivä)
5:00 PM

Dec. 13
Dec. 22

Finnish Choral Society Christmas Concert and Dinner

FLC

St. Lucia's Day (Lucian päivä)
7:30 PM

Films from Finland Series: Risto Räppääjä (Rick the Rapper), 2008, SCC
79 minutes, S

Schedule Notes:
* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,
8502 13th Ave NW, Seattle
* Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,
1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle
FFSC Newsletter
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Cooler fall days inspire us to take advantage of the season’s bounty. This
time of year, a visit to an apple orchard, a food festival or farmer’s market can inspire
even the least enthusiastic baker to produce a warm apple dish that will fill the
home with aromas of baking apples and spices, that are reminders of times gone
by. Fall apples are wonderfully versatile, and equally at home in a dessert or as a
companion to meats like pork. Here you will find examples of desserts that will fill
your home with those lovely aromas and bring a smile to the face of those you
serve them to.

Apple-Peach Oat Bars
Filling:
1 ¼ cups peach jam or preserves (apricot may be substituted for a bit stronger flavor)
1 baking apple, peeled; cored and chopped finely

Crust:
1 ¾ cups all-purpose flour
1 packed cup light brown sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
¾ teaspoon fine sea salt
¾ teaspoon baking soda
1 ¾ cups quick oats
1 cup (4 ounces) coarsely chopped walnuts
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1 egg, at room temperature, beaten
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Directions:
Put an oven rack in the center of the oven. Preheat the oven to 350 °F. Spray a 9 by 13 by 2-inch metal baking dish
with vegetable oil cooking spray. For filling, in a small bowl, mix together the jam and the apples. Set aside. For
crust, in a large bowl, whisk together the flour, sugar, cinnamon, salt and baking soda. Using lowest speed of an
electric mixer, stir in the oats and walnuts. Add the butter, egg and vanilla and blend just until incorporated. Using a straight-sided cup or glass, lightly press half of the crust mixture onto the bottom of the prepared pan.
Spread the filling over the crust leaving a ½ inch border around the edge of the pan. Crumble the remaining crust
mixture over the filling and gently press to flatten. Bake until light golden, about 45 minutes. Cool for 1 hour. Cut
into bars and store in an airtight container for up to 3 days.
Submitted by: Christina Hjalmer

Sour Cream-Apple Coffee Cake
Cake:
1 stick plus 1 tablespoon softened butter, divided
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons light brown sugar, divided
2 large eggs
1½ cups all-purpose flour
¾ teaspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup sour cream
3 baking apples- peeled, cored and diced
October/November 2010
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Topping:
½ cup sugar
½ cup all-purpose flour
¾ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
¼ teaspoon ground cardamom
¼ cup melted butter
1 cup chopped roasted nuts (almonds, pecans or walnuts)
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375°F. Grease a 10x13 inch cake pan, and lightly dust with flour. With electric mixer,
cream 1 stick of the butter and 1 cup of the light brown sugar in a large bowl on high speed until light and
fluffy. Sift the flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. Stir to combine. Add dry ingredients in three
stages into the creamed butter mixture, alternating with the eggs one at a time, beating after each addition.
Gently fold the sour cream into the batter, then transfer to the prepared cake pan and set aside. Melt the
remaining tablespoon of butter in a 10-inch sauté pan over medium heat. Add the apples and the remaining
2 tablespoons of brown sugar. Cook, stirring occasionally, until the apples begin to soften, usually 4-5 minutes. Remove from the heat and allow to cool. Once cooled, spread evenly over the cake batter. To make
the streusel topping, place all topping ingredients in a mixing bowl and blend well. Sprinkle the topping
evenly over the fruit on the top of the coffee cake batter. Bake in the oven until golden brown and risen,
and a tester inserted into the center comes out clean, 40 to 45 minutes. Let cool 15 minutes before serving.
* This cake actually develops flavor if it sits for a day or two, so it’s wonderful as a make-ahead dessert item
or for the coffee table when guests are coming.
Submitted by: Taina Lindström-Redfern

Apple Pastries
Filling:
1 pound cooking apples
1 cup of apple marmalade
2 teaspoons cinnamon
Topping:
½ cup crushed walnuts
3 tablespoons butter
¼ cup brown sugar
1 tablespoon flour
3 ounces cream
Base:
1 package frozen puff pastry dough (2 sheets), thawed
Egg Wash:
1 egg, beaten with 1 tablespoon water
Preheat oven to 400°F. For filling, peel and core apples, cut into small cubes and mix with cinnamon and marmalade. For topping, combine all ingredients in saucepan and heat, stirring, until mixture comes to a boil. Remove
from heat. Cut each dough sheet into 6 squares with a very sharp knife. Place the pastry squares on a baking
sheet. Spread the apple filling to within about ½ inch from the edge of each square and then brush edges with
egg wash. Spread topping on each square and bake for 20 minutes or until puffed and golden brown. Serve
warm.
Submitted by: Tapio Holma
Interpreted by: Taina Lindström-Redfern
Add a little vanilla ice cream or vanilla sauce to any of these for a lovely accompaniment!
FFSC Newsletter
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Old Time Finn Hall
Saturday, October 9, the Swedish Cultural Center in Seattle will be transported into an
old world tradition, the Finn Hall! From the late 19th century well into the 20th century, almost
every Finnish-American community had at least one hall—a center for social, entertainment and
educational activities. These halls were the cultural hearts of the communities. For a recent
immigrant struggling with difficulties, there was always familiarity and plenty to do “down at the
hall”-concerts, athletics, plays, talks and especially, music and dance.
In keeping with the traditional Finn Hall experience, the evening will begin with an interesting
talk by Arnold Alanen, Fulbright Fellow and Professor Emeritus from University of Wisconsin,
highlighting Finnish immigrant’s stories and how they brought their understanding of wilderness,
clearings, farmsteads and cultural resource preservation to America. He will also address the
question: Did the sauna change when it crossed the Atlantic?
The evening continues at 8:00 pm with a concert from the Minneapolis-based band, aptly
named Finn Hall. The Minneapolis based group will give a short informative concert highlighting
some special instruments and styles of music, followed by a dance with traditional spirited Finnish
and Swedish tunes. The band has traveled and performed throughout the United States and
Finland. Although Finn Hall plays old-time tunes, the group is a contemporary band and is part of an
on-going living tradition. Recently, the Finn Hall band was given the honor of Finlandia Foundation
National Performer of the Year 2010.

Submitted by: JoAnne Rudo
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32nd Annual
Finnish Community Bazaar
November 6, 2010
10 am to 3 pm

Nordic Heritage Museum
3014 NW 67th Street
Metro Bus #17

Baked Goods, Crafts, Raffles, Lunch
and more!
In special memory of our friend
Leo Utter, who was the driving
force behind the bazaar for many
years, coffee will be free all day.
If you would like to reserve a table, please contact Liisa Mannery at
206-853-2513 or finnbazaar@liisamannery.com.

We’ll see you on the 6th for friendship and fun!
The Finnish Community Bazaar is sponsored by the
Finnish American Heritage Committee.

October/November 2010
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Genea Paras
wed
Allan Koski
in Federal Way,
Washington
on September 17, 2010

Mr. and Mrs.
Allan Koski

Celebration…...
Dear Members,

Genea is the daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Paras
and
Allan is the son of
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Koski

Please let us know about your family
celebrations. Has there been a birth,
graduation or wedding that you
would like to share? We’d love to
rejoice with you!

Allan is also the
grandson of long-time
FFSC members
Mr. & Mrs. Al Koski

Just email the information to:
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to:
FFSC
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052
Take Care,
Taina
Editor

Back to School!
Find the 12 words listed below hidden
somewhere in our puzzle. Words may be
horizontal, vertical or diagonal, and
either forwards or backward.
Good Luck!
Pulpetti (desk)

Ruokala (cafeteria)

Reppu (backpack)

Välitunti (recess)

Kirja (book)

Opettaja (teacher)

Koulubussi (school
bus)

Luokkahuone
(classroom)

Koulu (school)

Vihko (notebook)

Kynä (pen)

Rehtori (headmaster) Puzzle by: Jenni Salmi & Taina Lindström-Redfern
Solution may be found on page # 25
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2010 Itsenäisyysjuhla
Celebrating 93 years of Finnish Independence
1917 – 2010
Dinner & Dance
Saturday December 4, 2010
Swedish Cultural Center

1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, Washington

Social Hour to include pickled herring and other treats- 6:00 PM
Dinner (including complimentary wine ) - 7:00 PM
Program & Dance to Follow
Honored Speaker: Tapio Koskinen

Dance Music Performed by: Folk Voice Band

Festive Attire, National Costumes Encouraged
$50 per person, RSVP by Friday November 19, 2010
For information, please contact
Ron Karjala: Phone 253-874-2232 or E Mail rkarjala@hotmail.com

For your convenience, registration and payment may be made using
PayPal on our website at: finnsnw.com/ffsc
™

Please send your check, $50 Per Person, made out to FFSC — with this form (or facsimile)
IDDD Committee
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter
PO Box 75052
Seattle WA 98175

Total # in Party _____________________
Total Enclosed $ ____________________

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
Phone (_______) ________________________

E-mail _______________________________

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names) ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____ Hearing impaired. I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing.
____ I would like to volunteer for event preparations. Please contact me.
Comments: ____________________________________________________________________
October/November 2010
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“Sites” of Interest:
*Metric Cooking Conversions:
www.dlc.fi/~marianna/gourmet/convert.htm
*All Things Finnish:
www.finnguide.fi
*Finnish Weather:
http://ilmatieteenlaitos.fi (no “www”)

The United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11
Seattle, WA 98117
“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus”
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love”
Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions. Members enjoy Finnish
events at the Nordic Heritage Museum, luncheons in the community, and field trips to areas of
interest in the Northwest. Several members have been instrumental in organizing the Finnish
Room exhibit in the Nordic Heritage Museum. Other members participate in the Tanhuajat,
Finlandia Foundation and Finnish Choral society. Many Lodge volunteers were active during
FinnFest USA at the University of Washington in 1989 and in 1999. The Lodge also participates
in the annual Finnish Bazaar held in the Fall and the bi-annual Summer Finnish Festival.
The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second
Sunday of the month (no meetings in July or December) at the Finnish Lutheran Church– Maki
Room, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle
Contact President, Lynn B. Wirta, at lbwirta52@gmail.com or
Secretary, Ruth St Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net for further information.
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Finnish Lutheran Church
8504 13th Ave NW,
Seattle, WA 98117

Regarding church matters, please call:
Heikki Mannisto
425 603 0517
Kerttu Juntila
253 904 8700
Rita Vermala-Koski 206 363 0225
Pastors – Visiting pastors Tom Kangas,
Services:
Stuart Lundahl, Nina Tetri
Every Sunday, 10 AM
FLC Bible Studies &Sunday School:
Please contact Church for details.

Donations:
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo
and soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them
to Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!
‖He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.‖
Proverbs 19:17

Special Events:
Sunday, 10/17/10, the musical trio, Parahulta from Finland presents ―Parahultaista
Pelimannimusiikkia‖ (Appropriate Folk Music), 12 noon at the Finnish Lutheran Church.

Finnish Lutheran Church
Annual Retreat on Whidbey Island!
On September 12, 2010 Finnish Lutheran Church members
were invited with their families to join in a summer
Service of meditation, song, good food, closeness to nature
and friendship at the Koski Beach House on Whidbey
Island. About twenty of us followed the invitation and spent
the most enjoyable afternoon with word, music and food.
Matteus conducted the Service
and read the Sermon that his
brother prepared for us

FLC members in the indoor chapel Rita had
prepared for this special Service
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Thank You Rita and Family!

Hamburgers and hot dogs were very tasty
on the ocean-side deck
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JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)
THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter

DUES:

Single $20/yr

Couple/Family $25/yr

Ind. Senior or Student $15/yr

Senior Couple $20/yr

Supporting $50

Lifetime $300

Name:______________________________________________

Dues Enclosed

$________

Telephone: _________________________________________

My donation to the
FFSC Grant &
Scholarship fund

$ ________

E-Mail: _____________________________________________

Newsletter donation:

$ ________

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as
a donor to FFSC.

Total Enclosed **

$ ________

Address: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0052

 New / Returning Member
 Renewal—Address Same as Label

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above)

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation.

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif)
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher
2000 format. Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).

2 ― column $22 /issue
3‖ column $33 /issue
1/4 page $44 / issue
1/2 page $66 / issue
Full page $99 / issue

$60 / 3 issues
$95 / 3 issues
$125 / 3 issues
$185 / 3 issues
$288 / 3 issues

$115 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr )

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising
manager— (see page 3 for details)
FFSC Newsletter
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FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
For individuals, $5
minimum, 4 lines of copy
(~40 characters per line).
$1 per line thereafter.
Commercial rates: $15
minimum (~40 characters
per line ) $5 / line
thereafter.
Send checks or money order
(no cash please) to:

FFSC UNClassifieds
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175
Please note newsletter
deadlines on page 3.
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Autumn View of Bayview Cemetery Bellingham
Photo by: Tapio Holma

October/November 2010

FFSC@finns.org

FFSC Newsletter

