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Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only 

events that have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is 

available elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Dec. 4 7:00 PM Korpiklaani, a Finnish folk-heavy metal band will perform. 
For more info.: korpiklaani.com or call 206/286-1312 
  

Studio Seven 
110 S. Horton 
St.,  Seattle 

Dec. 6  Finnish Independence Day (Itsenäisyyspäivä)  

Dec. 9 6:00 PM Finnish Choral Society Christmas Concert and Dinner FLC 

Dec. 13  Saint Lucia's Day (Lucian päivä)  

Dec. 14 7:00 PM Kauneimmat Joululaulut - Christmas sing-a-long  FLC 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve (Jouluaatto)  

Dec. 25   Christmas Day (Joulupäivä)   

Dec. 28 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Christmas Story (Joulutarina), 
2007, 83 minutes, S 

SCC 

Dec. 30 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Christmas Story (Joulutarina), 
2007, 83 minutes, S 

SCC 

Dec. 31  New Years Eve (Uudenvuodenaatto)  

Jan. 1   New Years Day (Uudenvuodenpäivä) Happy New Year!   

Jan. 25 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Käki (The Cuckoo), 2002, 99 
minutes, K-11 

SCC 

Jan. 27 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Käki (The Cuckoo), 2002, 99 
minutes, K-11 

SCC 

Feb. 1  Finlandia Foundation National Grants and Scholarships 
deadline. Go to finlandiafoundation.org for info. and 
applications 

 

Feb. 19 10:00 AM Mukulamessu (Children’s Mass)  FLC 

Feb. 22 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: The Finnish Phenomenon, 2011, 
62 minutes, unrated 

SCC 

Feb. 24 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: The Finnish Phenomenon, 2011, 
62 minutes, unrated 

SCC 

Mar. 4 2:00 PM 36th Annual Kalevala Day Festival NHM 
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

The term for board members runs from  

July 1 to June 30  
 

President, Gary London  

Email: garyjlondon@comcast.net 

 

Vice President, JoAnne Rudo 

Email: joannerudo@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary, John Burbank  

Email: john@eoionline.org 

 

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  

 

Members-at-Large * 

Aija Elg 

Marja Hall 

Ron Karjala  

Satu Mikkola 

Mikko Männistö 

Cathy Perry  

Matt Wirkkala 
 

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
 

Immediate Past President: Rita Vermala-Koski 
 

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  

 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 
15th day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/
Nov). Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most 
formats and applications are supported. For regular 
mail, please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 

 

Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Garrison 
Keillor 
begins his 
weekly 
monologues 
about his 
fictional 
hometown 
with the 

familiar words, ―It’s been a 
quiet week in Lake 
Woebegone….‖ He typically 
goes on to relate a story or 
series of stories that suggest 
that the town on the edge of 
the prairie has been anything 
but quiet. 
 

In the interest of truthfulness, 
it has been anything but a 
quiet autumn in the Finnish 
community in and around 
Seattle. Language classes 
began in late September 
under the very able direction 
of Jenni Salmi, who managed 
to get Aija Elg to join her in 
teaching duties. This powerful 
duo provides weekly 
instruction that is surely at 
the very pinnacle of skill and 
talent.  
 

The Finnish Lutheran Church, 
which is the location for 
language classes, was also the 
venue for a successful fall 
auction by the Church, now 
under the welcome pastorship 
of Kaarlo Pöllänen. At the 
auction, a delicious Finnish 
dinner was also served, and 
there was plenty of music as 
well. 
 

Preceding the auction by only 
a few days was what was 
billed as ―a cultural evening 
with the Swedes.‖  Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter 
joined with the Swedish 
Cultural Center to sponsor a 
book reading by Stina 
Katchadourian, author of The 
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Gary London 
FFSC President 

Lapp King’s Daughter, 
following the monthly 
membership dinner of the SCC.  
Swelled by the ranks of 
Fennophiles, the turnout for 
the dinner was the largest in 
memory. Organizer and FFSC 
Vice President JoAnne Rudo 
will be looking for other 
opportunities in the future to 
cooperate with the Swedish 
Cultural Center in offering such 
events. 
 

And, speaking of dinners, there 
was a wonderful meal served 
at the 30th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Finnish-
American Chamber of 
Commerce on November 11, 
atop the 76-story Columbia 
Center in downtown Seattle.  
Honorary Consul Matti Suokko 
introduced special guests for 
the evening- Finland’s 
Ambassador to the United 
States Ritva Koukko-Ronde and 
an eleven-member delegation 
from the Finnish Parliament, 
including Päivi Lipponen, Chair 
of the Committee for the 
Future.  This event brought to 
a close a visit by the 
parliamentarians to the Seattle 
area, where greater ties with 
Finland were explored. 
 

Those who attended the 
Chamber dinner barely had 
time to get a night’s sleep 
before it was time to go to the 
Nordic Heritage Museum the 
next morning for the annual 
Finnish Community Bazaar, 
sponsored by the Finnish 
American Heritage Committee.  
One of the oldest and most 
popular of all local traditions, 
this activity again brought 
scores of Finns and friends to 
sample pea soup, Finnish 
pancakes, salmon sandwiches, 
pulla and even vispipuuro.  

Offered for sale was an 
amazing variety of books, 
handicrafts, baked goods, 
jewelry, CDs and other things.  
Raffle baskets were bigger and 
more appealing than ever. 
 

Capping the fall schedule is the 
Finnish Independence Day 
Dinner Dance slated for 
December 3. This annual 
celebration, to be held in the 
Swedish Cultural Center, will 
feature food provided by Flame 
Catering, dance music by the 
Smilin’ Scandinavians, and a 
program with Nordic Heritage 
Museum Executive Director Eric 
Nelson as guest speaker. A high 
point of the evening will be the 
honoring of veterans and Lottas 
from the war years. 
 

As fall passes into winter and 
2011 winds down, attention 
should also be focused on the 
work of Pirkko Borland, Judy 
Niemela and their associates 
who have intensified their 
efforts to raise $50,000 to 
match a similar sum promised 
by Eero Tetri in support of the 
Finnish Studies Program at the 
University of Washington.  A 
final appeal for donations will 
be made at the Independence 
Day Celebration.  It’s difficult 
to think of a more fitting way 
to honor the history of Finnish 
independence than by assuring 
the future of Finnish Studies in 
the Northwest. Please support 
this effort. 
 

Whatever the situation in Lake 
Woebegone, it’s been a busy 
fall in our town on the western 
edge of the Continent. And, 
with more to come this winter, 
we wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 



 

 

Marja Hall ~ Bellevue 

Karjala Family ~ Federal Way 

Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers 

Rita Vermala Koski & Al Koski ~ Seattle 

Kaisa & Gary London ~ Seattle 

Aini & Fred Messmer ~ Marysville 

Satu & Jussi Mikkola ~ Suquamish 

Eva & Heikki Männistö ~ Bellevue 

Randi & Natasha Parker ~ Seattle 

Anna-Liisa & Pentti Rinne ~ Bellevue 

JoAnne Rudo ~ Seattle 

Esther Sellers ~ Edmonds 

Doris & Dale Snow ~ Kirkland 

Fran & Lee Whitehill ~ Shoreline 

Lynn & Sonny Wirta ~ Seattle  
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The board of The 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  

joins the above members and friends  

in wishing everyone a  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Hauskaa Joulua ja  

Onnellista Uutta Vuotta 
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MOST REQUESTED FILM TO OPEN 2012 SERIES 
By: Gary London 
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“Films from Finland” 
begins its seventh 
year by offering the 
most-frequently 
requested film – 
Käki (The Cuckoo) – 
on January 25 at 
7:30 p.m. at the 
Swedish Cultural 
Center. 
 

Strictly speaking, 
this 2002 film is not 
Finnish, since it is 
the work of Russian 
director Aleksandr 
Rogozhkin and his 
Russian crew, but it 
has many Finnish 
elements.  It is set in 

Finland in the waning days of the Continuation 
War.  One of the major characters in what is 
essentially a three-person story is the Finnish 
soldier Veikko (Ville Haapasalo), left chained 
to a rock by suspicious comrades-in-arms.  
How he eventually comes together with Anni, a 
Sami woman (Anni-Kristiina Juuso) left alone 
by her soldier husband, and Ivan (Viktor 
Bychkov), a Russian soldier who also 
miraculously cheats death, is best left to the 
lucky viewer. 

 

Käki, despite the surface simplicity of the plot, 
is not a simple film. One level of complexity is 
that of the relationships between and among 
the three protagonists – united by the need to 
survive in a hostile natural and wartime 
environment, but divided by nationality, 
culture and language.  Their difficulties in 
communicating create both funny and tragic 
consequences.  The film also raises questions 
about the dimensions of war, allegiance, 
loneliness and friendship.  It is ultimately a 
very humane film, treating all its outsider 
characters with equal regard. 
 

Following its release, Käki won a host of 
international awards and found an 
appreciative global audience.  This film is in 
Finnish, Russian and Sami, but will be shown 
with English subtitles.  Its running time is 99 
minutes, and its rating is PG-13.  It can, in fact, 
be recommended to mature teenagers. 
 

This film will also be shown at 2:00 p.m. on 
January 27 in the Swedish Cultural Center. 
A donation of $5.00 is requested at the door for 
both showings. 
 

“Films from Finland” is a continuing program of 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter in 
furtherance of its mission to foster Finnish art 
and culture in its service area.        
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Want to hear some innovative Finnish music? Then go see an 

all-ages show of Korpiklaani, a Finnish folk/heavy metal band, 

who will be playing at Studio Seven at 7 pm on December 4, 

2011. According to the band's website, "Their music consists of 

metal with a happy folky base. So does their choice of instruments, they use a mixture 

of electric guitars and drums as well as violin, woodwinds, jouhikko, djembé, and the 

typical Finnish folk instrument: the accordion. They reject synthesizers (of course), and 

use only genuine instruments. To most people their music is so cheerful and lively that 

they cannot resist dancing, laughing and feeling happy." For more information about 

the band and to listen clips of their music, go to the website www.korpiklaani.com. 
 

        Submitted by: Jenni Salmi 

http://www.korpiklaani.com
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All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the Swedish 
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle. 
 

 

December 28/30  Christmas Story (Joulutarina), 2007, 83 minutes, S. 
Back by popular demand.  This sweet and engaging story of Santa was the most-seen film in Finland 
following its release, and the large ―Films from Finland‖ audience loved it in 2009. 
 

January 25/27  Käki (The Cuckoo), 2002, 99 minutes, K-11. 
A Finnish sniper, Veikko, chained to a rock, manages to set himself free.  Ivan, a captain in the Soviet 
Army and a political prisoner, has a narrow escape from the Front Secret Police.  A Sami woman, Anni, 
gives shelter to both of them. A much-requested film in three languages. 
 

February 22/24  The Finnish Phenomenon, 2011, 62 minutes, unrated. 
Finland has gained world-wide recognition for its top-ranked educational system.  In this U.S. 
documentary, a filmmaker and Harvard researcher set out to find what makes the Finnish model so 
exceptional.  A panel discussion will follow the feature presentation.   
 

March 28/30  Täällä pohjan tähden alla (Under the North Star), 2009, 181 minutes, K-13. 
Based on Väinö Linna’s epic novel of the tumultuous period of Finnish history in the early 20th Century, 
this film limns the accelerating conflict between rural poor and landed gentry with the spread of 
socialism.  The length of this film is more than justified by its content.      
 

April 25/27   Princessa (Princess), 2010, 97 minutes, K-11. 
Anna Lappalainen, a.k.a the Princess, spent more than 50 years of her life in mental institutions, yet 
managed to heal the community around her with her sense of humor and positiveness.  Based on a 
true story. 
 

May 23/25  Napapiirin sankarit (Lapland Odyssey), 2010, 92 minutes, K-11. 
Janne, a man from Lapland, has made a career out of living on welfare.  When his girlfriend, Inari, 
threatens to leave him, he embarks on an adventure to save his relationship.  Part comedy and part 
road movie, this film showcases Lapland and the Finnish man’s soul. 
 

June 27/29 Kahlekuningas (Handcuff King), 2002, 89 minutes, K-7. 
Two boys in Tornio – one Finnish, the other Swedish – decide to try to emulate the feats of their hero, 
Harry Houdini.  The world of boyhood imagination is juxtaposed against the harsh realities of northern 
Finland in the 1970s.  There is humor aplenty to offset the pain of growing up.    
 

July and August. Contact the Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org 
 

September 26/28  Kiellety hedelmä (Forbidden Fruit), 2009, 98 minutes, K-11. 
A teenage girl from a rural Laestadian community decides to break out and test her freedom 
in Helsinki.  Another girl is sent to look out for her.  The results may run counter to viewer 
expectations.  Directed by Dome Karukoski from a script by Aleksi Bardy.   
 

October 24-26  Kohtaamisia (Heartbeats), 2010, 86 minutes, K-7.  
Honored with six Jussi nominations, this film about the intersecting lives of a variety of women in the 
‖new‖ Finland, deftly deals with issues of aging, generational division, racism, reconciliation and 
friendship.  Excellent performances.  Definitely not for women only. 
 

November 28/30  Bodomin legenda (The Legend of Lake Bodom), 2007, 93 minutes, K-13. 
This 2007 Venla Award winner for best TV movie covers the investigation into the tragic murders at 
Lake Bodom that shocked Finnish society and remain unsolved to this day.  This movie combines film 
noir and Finnish humor to create a unique view of the events of June 1960. 
 

December 26/28  Myrsky (Stormheart), 2008, 96 minutes, K-7. During the autumn of 1989 in East 
Berlin, the father of a Finnish family, visiting the crumbling Berlin Wall, rescues a cute puppy and 
takes him home.  Soon enough, the little puppy grows into a giant, who does whatever it takes to 
protect his loved ones. Good holiday fare for the family.     

FFSC Newsletter December 2011/January 2012 

Films from Finland 

http://www.swedishculturalcenter.org/
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Maria is a Finnish-American pop singer/songwriter/producer and multi-instrumentalist. She 

started playing violin at the age of 4, piano at 8, and finally, singing in her early teens.  She can 

either accompany herself with piano or she can use the pre-recorded background sound or 

possibly sing with a local band.   
 

Maria's career in the music business began as a recording artist at EMI Music in Finland. Her 

singles, "Onnellinen” (Happy), “Katsoin aurinkoon” (I Looked at the Sun), and “Olipa 

kerran” (Once Upon a Time) were played frequently on Finnish radio stations in the late 

1990’s. Maria moved to the USA with her American husband and has accumulated an extensive 

audience and received airplay on a number of different American radio stations. Today she 

focuses mainly on producing music. Maria's music can be heard at: www.mariakizirian.com.   
  

Maria works also as a music expert for a large modeling agency.  Her purpose is to guide 

aspiring models who have musical aspirations.   Some chapters might be interested in 

organizing a local fashion show in conjunction with Maria's concert.  

The 2012 Performer of the Year term starts January 1, 2012 and runs the full calendar year.  

During that time, Maria Kazirian is available to perform throughout the country in various 

chapter events with travel expenses covered by the grant of Finlandia Foundation National.  

Host organizations are responsible for local arrangements including performance fees, local 

travel and accommodations. Maria’s suggested performance fee is $300. 
 

For additional information, please contact Satu Mikkola, Coordinator of the Finlandia 

Foundation Performer of the Year Program at satum@aol.com. 

Maria Kizirian 
 

Singer and Songwriter 
 

Finlandia Foundation® National  
 

Performer of the Year   

for 2012 

Welcome to New  
& Returning Members: 
 

Kareen Crofton 

Kimberly Tibbert & Kyle Karinen   

Carol Russell-Pappila 

Ted Simonson 

Caro & Tom Westerback 

Sincere Apreciation to Grant 
& Scholarship Donors: 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kangas 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Matta 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Messmer 

mailto:satum@aol.com
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LOCAL ART NOTES 
Maria Männistö, 2007 Performer of the Year and versatile Seattle soprano, joined fellow-
Northwesterner Terhi Miikki-Broersma in a program of vocal and instrumental music at the San 
Francisco Bay Area Chapter of Finlandia Foundation on October  22. Honored guest for the evening 
of music and buffet food was Consul General Kirsti Westphalen. Maria recently made her New York 
debut, singing the title role in Kocho, an installation opera by Garrett Fisher. In an Operavore review, 
Olivia Giovetti writes that “Finnish American soprano Maria Männistö soared as Kocho.” 
Congratulations to Maria, who locally directs the Finnish Choral Society. 

                                                         
Finnish director Aki Kaurismäki’s long-awaited new film, Le Havre, opened in Seattle on 
November 11.  In a three-and-one-half star review, Seattle Times movie critic Moira 
MacDonald praised the film as “a sweet story of tolerance casually dressed in film noir 
trappings.”  She also lauds its ”deadpan humor,” “timeless quality,” and “quirky and spare” 
dialogue.  Working in France with a nearly all French cast, the director has, nonetheless, 
brought his favorite Finnish actress, Kati Outinen, along in another memorable role.  Le 
Havre, which tells the story of an African immigrant boy befriended by a local shoeshine 
man, opened at this year’s Cannes Film Festival, where it was nominated for the Palme 
d’Or and won the FIPRESCI Prize.  

 
 In a recent visit, Robert Spano was guest conductor with the Seattle Symphony for a concert that 
included the Sibelius Second Symphony.  Philippa Kiraly, writing for the Seattle Times, thought  
Spano “brought dramatic sweep to this expansive symphony.”  She continued that the piece  
“felt like a ship on a huge ocean with massive swells and ebbs, inexorable currents from the low 
strings, huge waves breaking followed by utter silences, drawing breath before the next  
onslaught.”  Sibelius-starved fans will have to make do with the Spano concert, since no other  
major works by the Finnish composer are on this season’s program.  When Finnish conductor 
Susanna Mälkki comes in April, she will lead the Symphony in an essentially French program.    
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When Finland’s 
Ambassador to the United 
States visited in Seattle 
on November 11, she had 
a full schedule of events, 
but it is unlikely that any 
was more pleasant than 
acting on behalf of the 
President of Finland in 

awarding the insignia of 
the Knight of the Order of 
the Lion of Finland to 
Pirkko Borland and Satu Mikkola. 
 

Her Excellency Ritva Koukku-Ronde 
presented the awards in a decoration 
ceremony at the Columbia Tower Club in 
Seattle.  Family members were present to 
witness the proceedings, in the course of 
which Ambassador Koukku-Ronde spoke 
of the extraordinary contributions Pirkko 
and Satu had made to promoting Finland 
in the Northwest. 
 

The ceremony was held immediately before 
the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Finnish American Chamber of Commerce 
of the Northwest.  Attendees at that 
gathering were excited at the news of the 
awards and eager to extend 
congratulations to the two deserving 
recipients. 
 

It is difficult to fully acknowledge the 
numerous areas of involvement by these 
two women. Pirkko’s current focus is the 
$50,000 Tetri matching challenge in 
support of the Finnish Studies Program at 
the University of Washington, where she 
serves as a member of the Advisory Board 
for the Scandinavian Department.  It was 
on the campus of the University that the 
1999 FinnFest was held, under Pirkko’s 
strong leadership. She continues to be 
active at the Nordic Heritage Museum, 
where she served as a long-time Board 
member and Treasurer.  Pirkko also 

played a significant role 
in the preservation of the 
Finnish Lutheran Church 
some years ago. 
 

Satu is newer to the 
Seattle area, having come 
here from Portland, where 
she had been highly 

active in the Finnish 
community. Her long 
association with 

Finlandia Foundation includes service as a 
current national board member and 
former treasurer, as well as membership 
on the local board.  She is the founder of 
two kantele groups – Livakat in Portland 
and Evergreen Kanteles in Seattle – and 
also teaches the Finnish national 
instrument to adults. Her support of 
Suomi Koulu is reflected in teaching 
children the joys of making music. 
Internationally, Satu was a delegate and is 

currently Alternate Deputy Speaker for the 
United States and Latin America in the 
Finnish Expatriate Parliament.  
 

Both Pirkko and Satu, as well as their 
husbands, Brad and Jussi, respectively, 
are loyal and supportive members of 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.   
 

The Order of the Lion of Finland was 
established in 1942 and is one of three 
official orders in Finland- the others being 
the Order of the Cross of Liberty and the 
Order of the White Rose of Finland.  The 
President of Finland is the Grand Master 
of all these orders and wears the Star of 
the Order of the Lion of Finland.  The 
orders are administered by boards 
presided over by a chancellor.      
 

As far as is known, the only other living 
recipients of this honor in the Seattle area 
are  Rita Vermala-Koski and Norman 
Westerberg, who is a Commander of the 
Order of the Lion. 

 

TWO SEATTLE-AREA WOMEN  
GIVEN HIGH FINNISH HONOR  
 

By: Gary London 

December 2011/January 2012 FFSC Newsletter 

l-r: Satu Mikkola, Ambassador Ritva Koukku-Ronde, Pirkko Borland 
Photo courtesy of: Pirkko Borland 
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LAST CHANCE – LAST CHANCE  

Double Your Donation and Your Pledge To UW Finnish Program 

You have till the end of the year to get your gift, or a pledge payable in 2012, to the UW Finnish 
Program doubled. Earlier this year Mr. Eero Tetri announced that he will match donations made by 
the end of the year up to $ 50,000. As of mid-November the campaign has brought in $24,000.   
 
Please become a donor and help the Finnish Studies reach the $50,000 goal of the matching 
challenge. Your donation is tax deductible and will be a big help towards securing the Finnish 
Studies program at the time of rapidly dwindling state support. 
 
Please note that your employer match is also eligible for Mr. Tetri’s challenge.  Your gift will 
quadruple if you have an employer that matches employee donations.  
 
To Make a Gift: Please indicate the fund you choose from the options below.  All qualify for the 

matching challenge.  
 
Eero and Helli Tetri Endowment Fund: To provide support for the instruction of the Finnish 
language in the Department of Scandinavian Studies 
 
The Finnish Studies Endowed Fund: The fund will help secure the Finnish Program in an uncertain 
financial environment; attract new students; enhance educational, cultural, and economic exchange 
with Finland. 
 
Kalevala Fund: To provide student scholarships for students studying Finnish. 
 
By Check: 
Payable to: University of Washington Foundation  
For: Eero and Helli Tetri Endowment Fund, OR Finnish Studies Endowment Fund OR Kalevala Fund  

Mail to: Finnish Studies at Scandinavian Department 
             University of Washington 
             Box 353420 
             Seattle, WA 98195-3420 
 
By  Credit Card (Visa or Mastercard): 
Log onto:  http://depts.washington.edu/scand/ 
Click: Support (left hand side of the web page) 
Select and click: Finnish Program 
Select and click: Eero and Helli Tetri Endowment Fund OR Finnish Studies Endowment 
Fund OR Kalevala Fund, and follow prompts.  
 

 
If you would like to pledge, please contact Debbie Mercer, email uwscand@uw.edu  
or tel. 206.543.0645. 
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Welcome to the  

Annual Christmas Concert and Dinner 

December 9 at 6 PM at the Finnish Lutheran Church  

Ham and casseroles, coffee and pulla - $ 15  Wine and beer available 
Hosted by the Finnish Choral Society  
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 Apricot Thumbprint Cookies 
 

11 tablespoons butter, softened 

½ cup granulated sugar 

2 large egg yolks  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¼ teaspoon almond extract 

1 ½ cups all-purpose flour, sifted 

¾  teaspoon salt 

Decorative sugar 

Apricot jam or preserves 
 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Blend butter and sugar together. 

Slowly add egg yolks, vanilla and almond extract.. Beat until well blended; add flour and salt. 

Once well-mixed, shape dough into small balls. Roll balls in sugar and place on greased or 

parchment-lined cookie sheet. Gently press down on each ball with thumb to create a well for 

jam. Bake for 8 minutes; remove from oven and fill each well with apricot jam; then return to 

oven. Bake an additional 8-9 minutes or until the cookies are light brown. Cool on a rack.  
 

Almond Bar Cookies 
 

½ cup blanched almonds 

2 tablespoons granulated sugar 

½ cup sugar 

2 cups all purpose flour, sifted 

1 ½ sticks butter, softened 

1 teaspoon almond extract 

1 egg white, beaten 
 

Preheat oven to 350°F.  Toast almonds on cookie sheet for 10 minutes. Process almonds  and 

two tablespoons sugar in food processor with knife blade attachment until almonds are finely 

chopped; set aside.  Beat butter and sugar; add almond extract.  Add flour until mixture is 

combined. Using hands, form dough into a ball. On work surface, between two sheets of waxed 

paper or plastic wrap, roll out dough into a rectangle about ¼ -inch thick. With pastry brush, 

brush rectangle with egg white. Sprinkle with almond mixture and press gently into dough. Cut 

dough into bars that are approximately 1-inch by 2-inches and transfer to a parchment-lined 

cookie sheet, using a thin spatula. Bake bars for 12 minutes or until lightly browned. Cool on 

rack. 
 

        Enjoy! 

              Taina 
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Cookies and Christmas just seem to go hand-in-hand. Cookies make wonderful gifts for family, friends 

and coworkers; there are cookie swaps and gatherings; and then there are the treats required by children 

that have adopted the tradition of leaving out milk and cookies for joulupukki. Below are two yummy 

recipes that can be made in advance- a definite advantage during the busy holiday season! 

Cookie 
Recipes 
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Please note, the deadline for the February/March  
Edition of the Newsletter is January 15, 2012 

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor.  

Katrilli News 
By: JoAnne Hardt Rudo 

The leaves are falling and holiday lights are 
already twinkling on some houses. Of course, 
the holiday decorations appeared in the stores 
even before the Halloween decorations were 
put on the shelves. Summer and Katrilli's 
involvements are but a memory; however, 
Marja Hall will certainly remember her 
participation in Finn Fest, held in San Diego last 
August.  Although Marja is definitely Finnish, I 
do believe that she has the ―Luck of the Irish,‖ 
as she once again won a roundtrip ticket to 
Finland!  She often seems to win when there is 
a door prize or a raffle.  I am still waiting for 
my turn to win! 
 

 Speaking of raffles, Katrilli's raffle 
basket was a huge success at the Finnish 
Community Bazaar held in November at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum. Over 200 tickets were 
sold, due to the wondrous items in the basket 
and the salesmanship of Antoine Aznar.  Eila 
Viitaniemi made hundreds of Karjalan Piirakka 
and was able to sell many of them prior to the 
bazaar. Her pulla was also a popular item, 
along with Marja's tortut.  All of the baked 
goods, along with the Finnish pancakes, were 
totally sold out. The bazaar is a wonderful 
opportunity to socialize and reconnect with 
people that you may not have seen for awhile. 
Leo Utter, who chaired this affair for many 
years, and whose spirit is still felt, would be 
proud of the warmth and enthusiasm at this 
annual event.  
 

   Our fall performing schedule began 
with the Cultural Crossroads Festival, sponsored 
by the Ethnic Heritage Council.  This year, the 
stage was quite small. The back of the stage 
was a curtain held by some rods. Katrilli's 
performance was going well, but in one of the 
dances where the woman swings away from her 
partner, Winnie Sihon went flying through the 
curtain. Needless-to-say, it caused some drama. 
Winnie's partner was able to cushion her fall, so 

fortunately she did not get hurt. Katrilli showed 
great ―Sisu,‖ as after the shock of seeing a 
dancer almost disappear from the stage, along 
with the curtain rapidly seeking a new home on 
the floor, the dancers were able to find their 
places with the music and continue with the 
dance. The audience was impressed and loudly 
applauded. The enthusiastic applause was 
greatly appreciated; however, in the future, we 
hope to earn such energetic approval in a less 
dramatic fashion! 
 

 One of our favorite programs is Yulefest 
for the Nordic Heritage Museum on November 
18. Not only do we perform, but we also have 
the popular Lucia processional. The girls all 
dressed in white, along with Lucia with her 
crown of lights, and the star boys always help 
create a holiday feeling. Katrilli will also do 
two Lucia programs for the Seattle Children's 
Museum in December- along with one for the 
Swedish Cultural Center's December pancake 
breakfast.  
 

  We are delighted to welcome back Kris 
Johansson. Kris is a great musician and is 
quickly learning our dances. Katrilli continues 
to practice at the Swedish Cultural Center on 
Sunday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 
We can't promise you drama all the time, but 
we can promise you fun and friendship all the 
time!   
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Katrilli Performs at Yulefest 2011. Photo Courtesy of: Martin Ng 



 

 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  
has received a  

Finnish Media Abroad Grant from  
Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  

to assist in the publication of our newsletter 

 

TANHUAJAT NEWS 
By: Sirkku Vasama  

After the Finland Summer Festival, our dance shoes led us back to regular practices to 
keep up the already-learned, and to work on some new material for the next season. We 
wanted a little more playfulness, so we chose as one of our new dances the Hylkeenhyppely 
(seal’s jump) or Seal Dance, which incorporates the mazurka step. Because most Finnish 
folk dances are old social dances, and do not directly relate to nature, our newer members 
were, needless to say, quite astonished when they were told to act like seals! While the ma-
zurka was taking shape we were making preparations for the Finnish Community Bazaar, 
at this writing already in the past, a great success for us and many others, and a great 

event as such. Once again we have to commend a great team that worked hard all day. A 
special thank you goes to Nancy Tsu, who again faithfully sat behind our table all day sell-
ing jewelry and other items. With Phil at the cash box, we knew we would have a perfect 
account at the end of the day. LuAnn deserves a gold medal for her winning way of con-
vincing all present that buying our viili starter and our raffle tickets was the best thing to 
do in the world. We thank them, as well as the rest of the group, for their efforts. Job well 
done! Due to so many program conflicts, Tanhuajat will take a break from dancing for the 
rest of the year. This will allow members time to attend and support all other programs 
coming before and during the holidays. 
 

Where to next, Dance Shoes? “Dance class,” they say. Tanhuajat is offering beginners’ 
classes starting January 21, 2012, Saturdays 5.00-7.00pm. No partner or previous experi-
ence is necessary, but bring a pair of soft shoes to protect the floors. We will teach (or re-
fresh) waltz, schottish, polka and the above-mentioned mazurka steps and incorporate 
them into folk dances.  If time allows we will also tell you about the Finnish National Cos-

tumes as well as music and some instruments. Small donations are appreciated to cover 
costs. 

 

Tanhuajat, Seattle Finnish Folk Dancers wish you all  

Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year 2012! 

Photo from: toysankenkatehdas.fi 

Regular practices Saturdays 5.00-7.00 pm 
Location:   Mäki Hall at the Finnish Lutheran Church  

      8504 13th Ave NW 
     Seattle (Ballard) WA 98117 

Contacts: Sirkku Vasama 206-619-3219  
    LuAnn Williams 206-243-8990  
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It was a chilling, yet heart-warming event. Five 
members from Seattle Lodge #11 attended the 
Aberdeen Lodge's 108th anniversary event on 
Sunday, November 6. Though the Historic 
Museum building had no heat, due to a broken 
furnace, the welcoming warmth of the Aberdeen Finns 
more than compensated for the lack of heat. The 
program included beautiful music provided by the 
Aberdeen High School string orchestra, and a 
sumptuous lunch- which warmed both our tummies 
and our hearts. 
 

We are proud of 97 year-old member, Hera Owen, who 
is working with an organization that is looking for old 
Finnish books. Hera constantly keeps busy and is 
dedicated to the Finnish Room at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum in Seattle. 
 

Members recently took part in the Finnish Community 
Bazaar, selling prized items. The funds raised at the 
bazaar will be donated to the Grand Lodge Scholarship 

Fund. 
 

Several members will attend the Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter Independence Day Dinner and Dance 
on December 3. Our own Christmas luncheon will be 
held on Saturday, December 17 at the Finnish Lutheran 
Church. This is always a festive occasion with yummy 
food, a fun gift exchange and Christmas carols both in 
English and Finnish. 
 

We are thinking of events for the coming year. 
President, Lynn Wirta, presented some ideas: a visit to 
a pig sanctuary at Stanwood, wolf haven at Tenino, and 
the Cedar River Watershed. We will also schedule 
several luncheons. 
 

   Submitted by: Lynn Wirta 

News From  
United Finnish Kaleva  
Brothers and Sisters  
Lodge #11, Seattle  

Lynn and Sonny Wirta, Paavo and Rauni Sillanpaa, Ritva and Raimo Kivinen, Aino Ottelin, 
Shirley Roberts, Eleanor and Ed Payne, Ruth St Hilaire, Linda and Leo Nalli enjoying lunch at 
Jimmy Macs in Renton  

 

Scenes from the  
33rd Annual  

Finnish Community 
Bazaar 

Photos Courtsy of: Pirkko Borland, Ron Karjala & Martin Ng 
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 Finlandia Foundation National® Board  
Meets in Washington D.C. 
 

A highlight of the Finlandia Foundation National Board of 
Trustees meeting in D.C., held at the end of October, was 
the spectacular Performer of the Year Gala at the Embassy 
of Finland. Having Ambassador Ritva Koukku-Ronde 
present was especially significant, providing us the 
opportunity to introduce her to the mission of Finlandia 
Foundation National. The first-class program by our 
former POY’s (Marit Vaga-soprano, Craig Johnson-piano 

and the accordion duo of Brent and Burt) and the delicious meal made for a 
delightful evening. 
          ~Rita Koski 
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Marit Vaga, former FFN POY 
Photo Courtesy of: TibbyTakala 
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joulukinkku (Christmas ham) piparkakku (gingerbread) 

joulukuusi (Christmas tree) poro (reindeer) 

joulupukki (Santa Claus) reki (a sleigh pulled by a horse) 

korvatunturi (the place where Santa lives) rosolli (a beet salad eaten at Christmas time) 

lelut (toys) silli (herring) 

lumiukko (snowman) sauna (sauna) 

pikkuleipä (cookie) tähti (star) 

 

Photographs from FFSC Events 
 

Photographs from Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter events as well as other Nordic community events are 
available for purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com. A variety of different size prints can be ordered. 

All proceeds go to benefit FFSC. If you have any questions or would like to donate your FFSC-related 
photographs, please contact Esko Männistö at  

(206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 

Word Puzzle 
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Holiday Word Search 
 

Find the 14 words 

hidden somewhere in 

our puzzle. Words may 

be horizontal, vertical  

or diagonal, and either 

forwards or backward.  

 
Happy Hunting! 

Solution may be found on page # 21 Puzzle by: Jenni Salmi & Taina Lindström-Redfern  
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Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 

The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 
 

Contact FFSC Editor at  ffsceditor@ymail.com 
FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 
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Celebration 
 

 

Solution to puzzle on pg. #19  

Parents:  
 

It’s time to start exploring 
the information available 

on Salolampi  
Language Village and  
Soiva Music Camp. 

Visit 
finlandiafoundation.org,  

and click on “programs” for 
information. Scholarships 

are available for both 
programs. 

 

Get  
Connected- 

Stay  
Connected 

For several years FFSC member, Pentti 
Rinne, has offered a very valuable way to 
receive last minute notifications and 
reminders on Finnish community events in 
our area. It has come to our attention that 
when this service began, many of our FFSC 
members did not subscribe to e-mail but 
have now acquired this capability. Also, 
based on returned e-mail, many of you have 
changed e-mail addresses and the mailings 
are not reaching you. Anyone wishing to 
receive the Event Mailing Service, aka e-
blast, please send your e-mail address to 
Pentti at : 

 

pentti@seanet.com 
 

and you'll be on the list and -   
Totally Connected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

70th Anniversary 
 

Elmer and Elma Johnson recently 
celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary at a dinner with family and 
friends at Bridge Park Retirement 
Center.  They were married on June 
15th, 1941 on the family farm in 
Markham, MN.  They made their home 
in Seattle, Washington, residing mainly 
in West Seattle.  They owned and 
operated West Seattle Hardwood Floor 
Co., until retiring in 1985. They had two 
children, Carolyn Correll (residing in 
VA) and Craig (deceased); four 
granddaughters; and five great- 
grandchildren. 

mailto:pentti@seanet.com
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The United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and 

Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a 
desire to unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions. 
Members enjoy Finnish events at the Nordic Heritage Museum, luncheons in the 
community, and field trips to areas of interest in the Northwest.   Several members 
have been instrumental in organizing the Finnish Room exhibit in the Nordic Heritage 
Museum.  Other members participate in the Tanhuajat, Finlandia Foundation and 
Finnish Choral Society.  Many Lodge volunteers were active during FinnFest USA at 
the University of Washington in 1989 and in 1999.  The Lodge also participates in the 
annual Finnish Bazaar held in the Fall and the bi-annual Summer Finnish Festival. 
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM 
on the second Sunday of the month (no meetings in July or December)  

at the Finnish Lutheran Church– Maki Room, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle   
 

Contact President, Lynn B. Wirta, at lbwirta52@gmail.com or  
Secretary, Ruth St Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net for further information. 

Pastor –  Kaarlo Pöllänen  
e-mail: kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com 

Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM  
 

Sunday School the fourth Sunday of each month. 
Adult Bible Study will follow coffee hour each Sunday. 

Finnish Lutheran Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA 98117  

206 789 0864  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Regarding church matters, please call: 

Kaarlo Pöllänen         425 614 5447    
Heikki Männistö  425 603 0517 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo and 
soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them to 
Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
‖He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.‖  
     Proverbs 19:17 

mailto:lbwirta52@gmail.com
mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
mailto:kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund         $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or Editor— (see 
page 3 for details) 

2 ― column $22 /issue 
3‖ column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line).  
$1 per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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 New / Returning Member 
 Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.    

 

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

Single $20/yr Couple/Family $25/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

Supporting $50 Lifetime $300 
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PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Seattle, WA 
Permit # 1445 

 

Silhouette of Marlo Karjala  
against sunset-  atop Mt. Rainier 
Photo by: Brian Prince  

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
SEATTLE CHAPTER 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 

Return Service Requested  


