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Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only 

events that have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our 

calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to 

change. 

(Calendar continued on pg. #8) 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Feb. 5   Runeberg's Day (J.L. Runebergin päivä)   

Feb. 14  Happy Valentine's Day! (Ystävänpäivä)  

Feb. 19 10:00 AM Mukulamessu (Children’s Mass)  FLC 

Feb. 20  Washington's Birthday/ Presidents' Day (US)  

Feb. 21   Shrove Tuesday (Laskiaistiistai)   

Feb. 22  Ash Wednesday (Tuhkakeskiviikko)  

Feb. 22 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: The Finland Phenomenon: Inside 
the World’s Most Surprising School System, 2011, 62 
minutes, unrated. This showing will be followed by a panel 
discussion. See pg. #6 for more info. on this panel. 

SCC 

Feb. 24 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: The Finland Phenomenon: Inside 
the World’s Most Surprising School System, 2011, 62 
minutes, unrated. 

SCC 

Feb. 26 11:30-2:30 Finnish Buffet (Aito Suomalainen Pitopöytä) For info., 
contact: ralport@hotmail.com or call (206) 363-0225. 

FLC 

Feb. 26 4:00 PM Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series and Smörgåsbord: 
ICELAND: “Glissando on Ice” (206)789-5707 ext. 32 or 
nordicmuseum.org for details. 

NHM 

Feb. 28   Kalevala Day (Kalevalan päivä)   

Feb. 29  Deadline to submit names of children planning to attend 
Salolampi To FFN for scholarship consideration. See pg. #12 
for more info. 

 

Mar. 1   Deadline for Soiva "Earlybird Discount." See pg. #11 for more 
info. 

  

Mar. 4 2:00 PM 36th Annual Kalevala Day Festival. See pg. #9 for details. NHM 
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The term for board members runs from  

July 1 to June 30  
 

President, Gary London  

Email: garyjlondon@comcast.net 

 

Vice President, JoAnne Rudo 

Email: joannerudo@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary, John Burbank  
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Members-at-Large * 
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Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  

 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 
15th day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/
Nov). Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most 
formats and applications are supported. For regular 
mail, please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
 

Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-223-3530 

Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 

 

Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Is there any 
country on 
planet earth 
that takes 
better care 
o f  i t s 
e x p a t r i a t e 
citizens than 
Finland? 

That question occurred to me as I 
attended a meeting at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum on January 14- 
the day of the first round of the 
Finnish presidential election.  
Since my meeting was just a door 
away from the polling place at the 
Museum, I had an opportunity to 
talk with Honorary Consul Matti 
Suokko and Honorary Vice Consul 
Kristiina Hiukka as they greeted 
voters and assisted with the 
process. They helped generate an 
invitingly pleasant environment as 
Finnish voters- including a 
number of my friends- came to 
cast their ballots. But participating 
in Finnish elections is also a family 
affair; while I was in my meeting, 
my son came to vote, and, later in 
the day, my wife visited the 
Museum for the same purpose. 

As noteworthy as it is to have the 
opportunity to vote in Finnish 
elections in Seattle, it is all the 
more remarkable that Finnish 
citizens throughout the world- 
some in very remote places- are 
similarly fortunate. I counted 
twenty-one polling stations in the 
United States alone- all the way 
from Anchorage, Alaska, to 
Lantana, Florida. Canada and 
Australia each have eight 
locations, also reflecting strong 
migration patterns to those 
countries over the years. But the 
global outreach of Finland’s 
governmental, non-governmental 
and business activity creates 
expatriate communities in non-
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Gary London 
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traditional places, like Afghanistan, 
where there are three polling 
places. Stations are also to be 
found throughout the Middle East, 
Southern and Southeastern Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, not to 
mention Europe. 

Seattle-area voters were 
particularly fortunate this time 
around, for, in addition to casting 
their ballots on January 14, they 
could also obtain or renew 
passports. With equipment and 
personnel from the office of the 
Consul General in Los Angeles, it 
was possible to do what hitherto 
would have required considerably 
more time, travel and trouble.   
Some passport seekers came to 
Seattle from as far away as 
Vancouver, B.C. to take advantage 
of this opportunity.    

Former citizens of Finland also 
have some good news wherever 
they live. Subsequent to changes in 
the Nationality Act that went into 
effect on September 1, 2011, such 
persons can file a declaration to 
regain Finnish citizenship. Any of 
their under-age children may be 
included as co-applicants in the 
same declaration. Such documents 
must be submitted directly to 
police stations in Finland or to 
diplomatic or consular offices 
outside Finland. Details are 
available from the Finnish 
I m m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e 
(Maahanmuuttov irasto)  at 
www.migri.fi.  

Developments like the revising of 
the Nationality Law have been 
encouraged by the Expatriate 
Parliament- an assembly of Finns 
from all over the world who meet 
at two-year intervals to discuss, 
deliberate and decide on initiatives 
to be passed on to the Finnish 
government for action. Nearly five 
hundred expatriate organizations 

in some thirty-seven countries are 
affiliated with the Parliament and 
are able to send delegates to 
participate in its activities.  
Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter has been a strong 
supporter of the Expatriate 
Parliament and has sent delegates 
to its meetings. Some of its 
members, like Norman Westerberg 
and Satu Mikkola, have been 
chosen for leadership positions. 
The next gathering of the body will 
be on October 26 and 27 at the 
University of Helsinki. FFSC will 
have a presence there. 

Increasingly, the Finnish 
government and the Finnish public 
it represents are realizing that 
Finland’s most important export is 
not products, nor technologies, 
nor design, nor culture, but the 
people who are carriers of these 
and much more. The website for 
the Expatriate Parliament makes 
this point with typical Finnish 
understatement: 

“Expatriate Finns are a 
resource for Finland. They 
contribute to make Finland 
and Finnish culture known all 
over the world but they also 
bring with them knowledge 
and skills they have acquired 
abroad home to Finland. It is 
important for Finland that the 
link between Expatriate Finns 
and Finland stays strong.” 

Yes, Finland treats its far-flung 
expatriates well, but, whatever it 
gives, it likely receives many times 
over in rich returns. If this is so, 
expatriation is not so much like a 
divorce as it is a mutually-
s a t i s f y i n g  l o n g - d i s t a n c e 
relationship.  

http://www.migri.fi
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Sincere Apreciation to Grant 
& Scholarship Donors: 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  
Grants & Scholarships 

  
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of 
two $1,250.00 scholarships or grants for projects related to Finland.  
The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear 
plan for using the award money to support a project related to Finland. College 
under-graduates are especially encouraged to apply. 
 In order to apply for a scholarship, applicants must submit a letter of no more 
than two pages in length that includes a brief biography and a statement of 
educational and/or career objectives. This letter should show how these 
objectives bear on Finland. Suggested documents such as official transcripts of 
all college-level studies and letter(s) of recommendation written by someone 
able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project are encouraged. If the 
applicant is a high school student, transcripts from that level should be 
submitted.  
When submitting a grant request, the applicant should include evidence or 
testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish-American cultural, educational or 
scientific merit. Note that the funds will not be available for projects with a 
start date earlier than April 16, 2012, thus the start date of the project, as well 
as the expected completion date need to be included along with a budget and 
marketing plan (if applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered 
for funding.   

 

Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater 
Seattle or elsewhere in the State of Washington. 

 

Applications must be received by March 31, 2012. Winners will be notified by 
letter, to be sent by April 16, 2012.  
  

Submit applications to: 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Mikko Männistö 

PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175       

Dorothy Holte Paula Price  

Mary Ellen & Leo Juhola Alina L. Rossano 

Liisa Keranen  Doris & Dale Snow  

Judy & Mikko Niemela  Lis & Byron Wicks  



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION ON FINNISH EDUCATION  
WITH FEBRUARY FILM      By: Gary London 
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An enviable education system seems to 
have replaced paying its war debts as 
the most common popular stereotype 
about Finland today. It seems that 
scarcely a day goes by without some 
media attention to the Finnish model, as 
teams of educators, from the United 
States and elsewhere, are trekking to 
Finland to see for themselves why 
students in this Nordic nook do so well 

on international measures of learning. 
February’s “Film from Finland,” The Finland 
Phenomenon: Inside the World’s Most Surprising 
School System addresses the question of how the 
Finns have done it, especially in the face of what 
are often thought to be obstacles to educational 
progress here – little standardized testing, 
relatively little homework, strong teacher unions, 
and substantial classroom autonomy for teachers 
and students. Indeed, the subtitle of The Finland 
Phenomenon declares that Finland’s success is 
“surprising.” This suggests that what Finland is 
doing runs counter to many expectations and 
orthodoxies embraced in the United States and 
elsewhere.  
These and many other issues will be the subject of 
a panel discussion following the sixty-minute 
documentary to be shown on February 22 at 7:30 

p.m. in the Swedish Cultural Center. Members of 
the panel include John Burbank, Aija Elg, Karoliina 
Kuisma and Jenni Salmi. John, who is executive 
director of the Seattle-based Economic 
Opportunity Institute, has a long-standing interest 
in Finnish education and has given presentations 
on the subject. Aija, currently a lecturer in Finnish 
in the UW Scandinavian Department, is also an 
experienced classroom teacher in secondary 
schools in Finland. Karoliina was the previous 
lecturer in Finnish at the University of Washington 
and now focuses her pedagogy and skills on 
teaching young children, including her own. Jenni 
Salmi is both a product of Finnish schools as well 
as a practitioner of innovative methods of 
teaching the Finnish language in a variety of 
settings here, including FFSC-sponsored classes.  
Moderating the panel will be Mia Spangenberg, 
recent Ph.D. recipient in Finnish Studies from the 
University of Washington. Mia’s employment is in 
the growing nexus of technology and language. 
The Finnish Phenomenon will be shown again at 
the same location on February 24, but no panel 
discussion will accompany it. A $5.00 donation 
may be made at the door for both showings. The 
Swedish Cultural Center is located at 1920 Dexter 
Avenue and has ample parking.      

 
 

Preheat oven to 350° F. Simmer the dates in the water until soft. Remove from heat and add 
sugar, mixing until dissolved. When jam mixture has cooled slightly, add butter, eggs, viili or 
crème fraîche and dry ingredients. Pour batter into a buttered and floured 10 ½ cup bundt pan. 
Bake for approximately one hour or until toothpick comes out clean. Unmold cake onto a wire rack 
to cool.  
Editor’s Notes:  If you have metric measuring cups and spoons, by all means use them for this 
recipe. Great care has been taken to convert the metric measurements to US, but in order to use 
standard measurements; there may be some slight variation. You will notice reference to the use 
of the term scant (meaning slightly less than) measure. A Finnish teaspoon is ¼ of a tablespoon- as 
opposed to the US measure of a teaspoon being equal to ⅓ of a tablespoon. Because of this 
difference you will be using just slightly less than the normal US teaspoon. 

 

Please note, the deadline for the April/May  
Edition of the Newsletter is March 15, 2012 

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor.  
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All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the 
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle. 
 
 

 

February 22/24  The Finland Phenomenon: Inside the World’s Most Surprising School System, 2011, 62 
minutes, unrated. 
Finland has gained world-wide recognition for its top-ranked educational system.  In this U.S. 
documentary, a filmmaker and Harvard researcher set out to find what makes the Finnish model so 
exceptional.  A panel discussion will follow the feature presentation.   
 

March 28/30  Täällä pohjan tähden alla (Under the North Star), 2009, 181 minutes, K-13. 
Based on Väinö Linna’s epic novel of the tumultuous period of Finnish history in the early 20th Century, 
this film limns the accelerating conflict between rural poor and landed gentry with the spread of 
socialism.  The length of this film is more than justified by its content.      
 

April 25/27   Princessa (Princess), 2010, 97 minutes, K-11. 
Anna Lappalainen, a.k.a the Princess, spent more than 50 years of her life in mental institutions, yet 
managed to heal the community around her with her sense of humor and positiveness.  Based on a 
true story. 
 

May 23/25  Napapiirin sankarit (Lapland Odyssey), 2010, 92 minutes, K-11. 
Janne, a man from Lapland, has made a career out of living on welfare.  When his girlfriend, Inari, 
threatens to leave him, he embarks on an adventure to save his relationship.  Part comedy and part 
road movie, this film showcases Lapland and the Finnish man’s soul. 
 

June 27/29 Kahlekuningas (Handcuff King), 2002, 89 minutes, K-7. 
Two boys in Tornio – one Finnish, the other Swedish – decide to try to emulate the feats of their hero, 
Harry Houdini.  The world of boyhood imagination is juxtaposed against the harsh realities of in 
northern Finland in the 1970s.  There is humor aplenty to offset the pain of growing up.    
 

July and August. Contact the Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org 
 

September 26/28  Kiellety hedelmä (Forbidden Fruit), 2009, 98 minutes, K-11. 
A teenage girl from a rural Laestadian community decides to break out and test her freedom 
in Helsinki.  Another girl is sent to look out for her.  The results may run counter to viewer 
expectations.  Directed by Dome Karukoski from a script by Aleksi Bardy.   
 

October 24-26  Kohtaamisa (Heatbeats), 2010, 86 minutes, K-7.  
Honored with six Jussi nominations, this film about the intersecting lives of a variety of women in the 
‖new‖ Finland, deftly deals with issues of aging, generational division, racism, reconciliation and 
friendship.  Excellent performances.  Definitely not for women only. 
 

November 28/30  Bodomin legenda (The Legend of Lake Bodom), 2007, 93 minutes, K-13. 
This 2007 Venla Award winner for best TV movie covers the investigation into the tragic murders at 
Lake Bodom that shocked Finnish society and remain unsolved to this day.  This movie combines film 
noir and Finnish humor to create a unique view of the events of June 1960. 
 

December 26/28  Myrsky (Stormheart), 2008, 96 minutes, K-7. During the autumn of 1989 in East 
Berlin, the father of a Finnish family, visiting the crumbling Berlin Wall, rescues a cute puppy and 
takes him home.  Soon enough, the little puppy grows into a giant, who does whatever it takes to 
protect his loved ones. Good holiday fare for the family. 

FFSC Newsletter February/March 2012 
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 MARIA MÄNNISTÖ HEADLINES “MOSTLY NORDIC” CONCERT SERIES 

     By: Gary London 

While each of the five Nordic countries are 
represented in the “Mostly Nordic Chamber Music 
Series,” local members of the Finnish community 
are especially looking forward to hearing soprano 
Maria Männistö sing in the May 6 concert at the 
Nordic Heritage Musuem. 
In her program, “The Finnish Heart with a Touch of 
Jazz,” Maria will be performing works by such 
Finnish composers as Kuula, Sibelius and 
Merikanto, as well as American masters Copland 
and Bernstein.  She will be accompanied by rising, 
young pianist Aaron Otheim. 
Maria, 2007 Finlandia Foundation National 
Performer of the Year, was a finalist in the 
Kangasniemi Song Competition and recently made 
her impressive New York debut in the title role of 
Garret Fisher’s installation opera, Kocho.  Locally, 
she directs the Finnish Choral Society, among her 
many other demands.  
The “Mostly Nordic Series” will begin on February 
26 with a performance by Icelandic harpist 
Gunnhildur Einarsdottir, who is a graduate of 
Finland’s Sibelius Academy, and violinist Tomek 
Dziekonski.  Their “Glissandso on Ice” concert will 
include works by a number of Icelandic 
composers, in addition to Debussy and Rameau. 
Norway’s entry, “One Man, Two Hands, Three 

Talents,”   features the talent of Knut Erik Jensen, 
who returns to “Mostly Nordic” for a third time to 
perform as a pianist, tenor and chromatic 
accordionist.  Jensen, who has concertized 
extensively in the United States, Canada and 
Europe, comes to the Museum on March 25. 
Representing Denmark on April 15 is a trio of 
pianists playing original works and transcriptions 
from the United States and Russia, as well as from 
Denmark.  Deborah Dewey, Natalya Agenyeva and 
Lisa Bergman perform this “Thirty Finger Festival” 
program with “One Piano, Six Hands!” 
Rounding out the series is a chamber music 
quartet playing on period instruments, music of 
the late 18th Century – music from Thomas 
Jefferson’s personal library as well as the Swedish 
Royal Court.  This June 3 concert combines the 
continental music of Corelli and Rameu with works 
by Swedish composers, like Kraus, Duben and 
Roman, realized with violin, cello, flute and 
harpsichord. 
All concerts in the “Most Nordic Series” begin at 
4:00 p.m. and are followed by a buffet of food 
associated with the country featured musically.   
Season subscriptions and individual tickets are 
available by calling the Nordic Heritage Museum at 
206.789.5707, extension 10.     

 
Mar. 11   Daylight Saving Time begins/USA, + 1 hour   

Mar. 25  Summer time (BST) begins/Finland, +1 hour  (Kesäaika alkaa)  

Mar. 25 4:00 PM Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series and Smörgåsbord: 
NORWAY: “One Man, Two Hands, Three Talents” (206)789-
5707 ext. 32 or nordicmuseum.org for details. 

  

Mar. 28 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Täällä pohjan tähden alla (Under 
the North Star), 2009, 181 minutes, K-13. 

 

Mar. 30 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Täällä pohjan tähden alla (Under 
the North Star), 2009, 181 minutes, K-13. 

  

Mar. 31  FFSC Scholarship and Grant Deadline. See Page #5 for details.  

Apr. 1   Palm Sunday (Palmusunnuntai)   

Apr. 1  April Fool's Day (Aprillipäivä)  

Apr. 5   Maundy Thursday (Kiirastorstai)   

Apr. 6  Good Friday (Pitkäperjantai)  

Apr. 8   Easter Sunday (Pääsiäispäivä)   

February/March 2012 FFSC Newsletter 
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The holiday season was a busy but rewarding time 
for Katrilli.  Yulefest, held at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum in November, was one of our favorite 
events. As it traditionally does, our program 
opened with the processional of the Lucia girls and 
star boys. The adorable girls with sparkling 
garlands in their hair paraded in holding either 
baskets of cookies, homemade Christmas bird 
ornaments or flickering candles. The star boys kept 
the stars hoisted as tall as possible. The pride in 
the children's parents faces helped to reinforce 
that we will be involved again next year.  After the 
Lucia processional and Katrilli's performance, the 
children returned to the stage for participatory 
dancing along with the dancing chicken and the 
prancing Christmas tree. When the program 
ended, the children eagerly returned to the many 
Yulefest activities, and Katrilli eagerly headed for 
the bodega for some holiday libations!  Mmmm, 
hot mulled wine. 
 

 The first Sunday in December, we did a 
Lucia processional for the Swedish Cultural Center 
pancake breakfast.  Unlike Yulefest where we had 
children committed prior to the event, for the 
pancake breakfast we enlisted children from the 
audience.  The kids had a great time and the 
parents happily took many photos. One 
quintessential Nordic-looking three-year old girl 
had great fun using one of the stars as a broom. 
She very energetically, and with great joy, swept 
the floor with the star. With a little tape and glue, 
the star may well see another year of use! Katrilli 

performed and taught some participatory 
dances. Folk Voice provided their great 
music for this and the Yulefest program. 
Performances are always more fun with 
their music.  
 

 Our last Lucia program was for the 
Seattle Children's Museum Festival of 
Light.  We did two programs featuring 
stories, dancing and, of course, Lucia.  For 
the first program, we had so many girls 

that wanted to be involved that we did not have 
enough garlands. Katrilli member, Martin Ng, took 
many lovely photos of the event. The Museum has 
asked permission to use some of the photos for 
their publicity for next year's Festival of Light. 
   

 Katrilli gathered together for a Christmas 
party held at the beautiful Barbee Mill 
neighborhood Beach House, just a few feet away 
from Lake Washington. We sang, told stories, and, 
of course, danced. Folk Voice was there to again 
add to the festivities. We repeated the story that 
was told for the Children's Museum event. Katrilli 
and guests, recalled younger days and actively 
participated in the story telling. A lovely way to 
end our season! 
 

 For New Years, eighteen of us celebrated 
at the Russian Community Center. The Russian 
Center does an amazing job to create a very 
special evening.  We have already reserved space 
for next New Year! 
 

 Now that the holidays are over, we are 
learning new dances for our spring season. One of 
the dances is from Karelia, eastern Finland. Not 
only is this dance performed by various groups in 
Finland, it is featured in a historical video taken of 
a wedding in 1928.   
 

 If by chance, the holidays have expanded 
your horizons in places that you wish would 
somehow disappear, consider dancing with us on 
Sunday, from 5-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural 
Center.  Finnish folkdancing may well help in 
defeating those unwanted expansions! 

Katrilli News 
By: JoAnne Hardt Rudo 
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News From  
United Finnish Kaleva  
Brothers and Sisters  
Lodge #11, Seattle  
Seattle Lodge #11 started the new 
year with installation of officers. 
However, the slate was not new as all 
former officers generously 
committed to serving another year. 
We are most grateful to our president, 
Lynn B. Wirta, who has faithfully guided 
our lodge for almost 20 years. 

 

Other officers installed for the 2012 year 
are: Elder, Irma Arndt; 1st vice 
president, Leo Nalli; Jr. vice president, 
Paavo Sillanpaa; Secretary, Ruth 
St.Hilaire; Treasurer, Shirley Roberts; 
conductress, Lempi Wilson; and 
doorkeeper, Aino Ottelin. Trustees are 
Edward Payne, Irma Arndt and Sonny 
Wirta. 
The February meeting will mark the 
lodge’s 108th anniversary. We will 

celebrate with an extra special luncheon 
and shall remember members who have 
passed away during the last year.  

Lynn presented a potential slate of 
events for the coming year which 
includes several luncheons: The Ethnic 
Heritage Museum dinner on March 2, a 
visit to a pig sanctuary April 13, Mostly 
Nordic Music Concert on May 6, 
Juhannus Day picnic on June 23, the 
Buckley picnic on July 22, a summer 
picnic at Shelton, a visit to Wolf Haven 
at Tenino, sauna party, the Finnish 
bazaar on November 1, Finnish 
Independence Day Dinner on December 
1 and our Christmas party on December 
15.  It is certain to be a full and 
entertaining year. 

 

Written by Ruth St Hilaire-Secretary  

Finn Lodge officers being installed by Trustee, Sonny Wirtra  

Soiva Music Camp News  
By Dennis Anderson, Finlandia Foundation National® Trustee 

The international SOIVA MUSIC CAMP has a new home! Finlandia Foundation 

National is partnering with Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, for the June 17-24, 2012 camp.  

Concordia College is readily accessible by air to Fargo, North Dakota, or to the Twin Cities of St. Paul 

and Minneapolis, Minnesota, where ground transportation is available to Moorhead, Minnesota. 

The camp will continue to provide instruction in piano, violin, flute and clarinet as well as improvisation 

and composition with both Finnish and American faculty. Student counselors will provide additional 

assistance and supervision throughout the week. Students ages 11 to 17 may apply if they have 

completed three years of private lessons on their primary instrument. The application will also include a 

short example of their performance skills, which will be reviewed prior to final acceptance into the 

program. 

Tuition costs have been significantly reduced to $750 per student. This includes housing and meals on 

campus, all instruction, and the opportunity to utilize every one of the amenities of a great music school 

with 36 practice rooms, 30 studios, a computer lab, a recording studio, and a performance hall that has 

the capability to web cast performances to friends and relatives over the Internet.  

An “early bird” discount of $100 is available for applications received by March 1, 2012.  
 

For more information and a Soiva Music Camp application please email soivaatcord@yahoo.com.  

FFSC Newsletter February/March 2012 



 

 

 

TANHUAJAT NEWS 
By: Sirkku Vasama  

Photo from: toysankenkatehdas.fi 

Tanhuajat is dusting off their dance shoes after a welcome winter vacation. Good conversation and 
delicious snacks were shared at the annual meeting on January 14th, thereby combining business with 
pleasure. At these meetings, past, present and future always seem to come together. What we have 
done in the past that worked, where we are now, and what direction we plan to take in the future. A 
major topic at this time is recruiting new members, and how to best accomplish it. Tanhuajat faces 
the same problem that so many ethnic groups do- the membership is getting smaller and smaller. The 
reasons are many.  
In an effort to increase interest, we are offering beginner-friendly classes starting January 21st, 
during our regular practice time 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Anyone who likes to have fun is welcome! There 
are no great expectations- just come and enjoy, whether you have a right foot and a left foot, or 
even two left feet. Of course it is good exercise at the same time!  Mentally and physically. 
The annual meeting is also the time for a change of officers. We want to thank our treasurer of many 
years who has made sure the accounts have been correct, Obert Ronnestad.We also thank Obert and 
Marietta, faithful members since almost the beginning of Tanhuajat (that is over 35 years), for their 
participation and support, for being our wonderful mentors and advisers all these years. No one 
teaches hambo like Obert!  
They are especially well-known for their dedication to young children. Many little (especially 
Norwegian) girls and boys have learned to take their first dance steps with Obert and Marietta. But we 
will certainly see them still at many events- ethnic and dance related. All the best from all of us. We 
welcome the new (and old) officers for year 2012. 
 

 President : LuAnn Williams 206-218-7275  (rodi-williamsluann@juno.com) 
Vice President : Randi Parker 
Treasurer : Lorna Williams 
Secretary: Ken Bartanen 

 Dance director: Sirkku Vasama 206-619-3219 (svasama@aol.com) 
 

We hope to see you on January 21st at 5:00 pm, eager to dance! 
 

Location: Finnish Lutheran Church Maki Hall 
8502 13th Ave NW, Seattle Wa 98117 

Tanhuajat e-mail address : tanhuajat@gmail.com 

Finlandia Foundation National® Scholarships  

For Salolampi  
With Local Chapter Participation 
By Mervi Hjelmroos-Koski, Finlandia Foundation National® Trustee  

Finlandia Foundation National is encouraging its member chapters to support the Salolampi Language 

Village program. Eight (8) scholarships, of $300 each, are being made available in 2012, covering 

approximately one half of the one-week tuition, matching the equal or larger scholarship from the local 

chapter. Selection will be made on a first-come first-serve basis, with first-time campers receiving 

priority. The name of the participating child(ren) must be submitted to the Finlandia Foundation 

National office by February 29, 2012. This scholarship can also be used as a part of the tuition for a 

multi-week session at Salolampi. The individual scholarship funds will be transferred directly to 

Concordia Language Villages.  

Additional Salolampi scholarships are available through Concordia Language villages.  

http://www.salolampi.org/village/youthscholarships.html, application form at  

http://www.salolampi.org/applications/index.html. Any remaining costs, such as travel, need to be 

covered by the parents. 
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Jansson’s Temptation (Janssonin kiusaus/Janssons frestelse)  
 

5 - 6 medium Yukon Gold potatoes  
½ large sweet onion, very thinly sliced 
15 – 20 Swedish canned anchovy (sprat) fillets  
1 cup heavy whipping cream  
2 tablespoons butter  
½ cup of bread crumbs  
 

Peel the potatoes and grate with box grater or food processor. Put the grated potatoes in a bowl of 
ice-cold water. Butter a10x13 baking dish, then drain potatoes. Add a layer of potatoes to the 
bottom of the dish, then add a layer of onions and anchovy fillets, then another layer of potatoes, 
add a second layer of onion and anchovy fillets, add the last layer of potatoes and pour the cream 
on. Melt butter and toss with bread crumbs. Sprinkle mixture over top of the potatoes and bake at 
375 ° F for an hour.   
 

Notes: If you (or your guests) are not a fan of anchovies, making just a couple adjustments will still 
yield a delightful dish. Obviously, do not include the anchovies; sprinkle each layer of potatoes 
with freshly ground pepper; add 1 ½ teaspoons salt to the cream and stir well before pouring over 
the potato/onion mixture.  
 

Taatelikakku 
 

1 pkt (250g) kiveetomia taateleita 
2 dl vetta 
1 dl sokeria 
200 g voita 
2 munaa 
1 dl kermaviilia 
1 tl vanilliinisokeria 
1 tl leivinjauhetta 
2 tl soodaa 
4dl vehnajauhoja 

Keita taatelit hiljakseen vedessa pehmeiksi. Lisaa sokeri. Sekoita voi vahan jahtyneeseenseokseen. 
Lisaa kaikki loput aineet. Kaada seos voideltuun ja korppujauhotettuun 2,5 litran vuokaan. 
Kypsenna 175 asteessa noin tunti. 
 

Submitted by: Leena Koski 
 

Date Cake (Editor’s translation of Taatelikakku) 
 

9 ounces pitted dates 
¾ c + 2 tablespons water 
⅓ c + 1 tablespoon+ 2 teaspoons sugar 
14 tablespoons butter 
2 eggs 
⅓ c + 1 tablespoon+ 2 teaspoons Viili cultured with cream (crème fraîche is a good substitute) 
1 scant teaspoon vanilla sugar 
1 scant teaspoon baking powder 
2 scant teaspoons baking soda (or if you have a spoon that measures ½ tablespoon, you may use that) 
1 ½ cups + 3 tablespoons flour 
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Whether you call it a pitopöytä, seisova pöytä, 
smörgåsbord or buffet, what you will find is a table (or tables!) laden with a little bit 
of this and a little bit of that. When planning such spreads, it is helpful to have recipes 
that can be prepared a day (or even several days!) in advance. Here you will find two 
recipes suitable for your buffet-style meal- or any other meal. Both may be made 
several days in advance- and actually benefit from it!  

Pitopöytä  
Recipes 

Enjoy! 

(Recipe continued on pg. # 6) 
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Celebrations 

Carl Rahkonen, Finlandia Foundation National  

Lecturer of the Year 2011 
 

at the  
 

36th Annual Kalevala Festival! 

March 4, 2012 02:00 PM 

Nordic Heritage Museum (3014 NW 67th Street in Seattle) 
 

Carl Rahkonen is a second generation Finnish American, who works as a Music 

Librarian and professor at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He earned a Ph.D. 

degree in Folklore and Ethnomusicology with a dissertation entitled “The Kantele 

Traditions of Finland.” Carl Rahkonen is an ethnomusicologist, which means he specializes in folk music 

traditions. From his first trip to Finland, at age five, he remembers his grandfather playing Finnish folk music on 

his fiddle and harmonica. The kantele also came to fascinate him, and eventually he spent two years in Finland 

researching kantele traditions. At the Kalevala Day Festival, Professor Rahkonen will present: 

 

“The Finnish American Musical Journey” 
 

“What is Finnish American music? Where did it come from? Its roots are in the music which was brought to 

America by Finnish Immigrants. This music was preserved here better than in the old country, because of its great 

significance to personal heritage. In many ways it is like looking into the musical past of Finland. At the same time 

this music has become truly American, by observing the musical influences of the local environment. It did not 

evolve in isolation, but retained many connections with the growth of music in Finland. Finnish American music 

has included community choirs, bands, folk music and dance ensembles. This music has been an integral part of 

the social life for local Finnish American communities through their churches, temperance unions, workers’ halls 

and cooperatives. It has also been a central part of the many festivals held during the past century. Some Finnish 

American musicians became well known on both sides of the Atlantic, others remained known only to their local 

communities.”   

 

To learn more, please join us on March 4th! 

 
Information and photo provided by Finlandia Foundation National® 
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kahvi (coffee)  lohi (salmon) 

karjalanpiirakka (Karelian pies)  mansikkalumi (Finnish strawberry snow) 

kotikalja (home-brewed beer)  perunat (potatoes)  

leipä (bread)  porkkanalaatiko (carrot casserole) 

lihapullat (meatballs)  rosolli (Finnish root-vegetable salad) 

mehu (juice)  tee (tea) 

 

Photographs from FFSC Events 
 

Photographs from Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter events as well as other Nordic community events are 
available for purchase at http://www.ffsc.printroom.com. A variety of different size prints can be ordered. 

All proceeds go to benefit FFSC. If you have any questions or would like to donate your FFSC-related 
photographs, please contact Esko Männistö at  

(206) 930-2992 or Rally2007@comcast.net 

Word Puzzle 
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Pitopöytä Word Search 

 

Find the 12 words related to 

this Finnish meal, hidden 

somewhere in our puzzle. 

Words may be horizontal, 

vertical or diagonal, and 

either forwards or backward.  

 

Happy Hunting! 

Solution may be found on page # 21 
Puzzle by: Jenni Salmi & Taina Lindström-Redfern  



 

 

Scenes From the 2011 Independence Day       
Dinner and Dance 
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Photos courtesy of: Kristiina Hiukka and Rita Vermala-Koski 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from  

Suomi-Seura/Finland Society  
to assist in the publication of our newsletter 
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January 2012 photos by: Paula Berg, John Burbank, Aija Elg, Tapio Holma, Ron Karjala, and Natasha Parker  



 

 

 

Dear Members, 
 

Please let us know about your family 
celebrations. Has there been a birth, 

graduation or wedding that you 
would like to share? We’d love to 

rejoice with you! 
 

Just email the information to: 
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to: 

 

FFSC  

PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 
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Please share your 
recipe(s) with us! 

 
The deadline is  

the 15th of each odd 
month. 

 

Recipes can be sent to ffsceditor@ymail.com 
or 

FFSC Recipes 

 PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

February/March 2012 FFSC Newsletter 

 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 

The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 
 

Contact FFSC Editor at  ffsceditor@ymail.com 
FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 

 

FFSC Annual Meeting & 
2012-2013 Board Elections 

Wednesday April 25, 2012 
6:30 PM at the 

Swedish Cultural Center 
 

 Our 2012 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding 
the Films from Finland presentation.  

 

Please submit nominees or address any questions to: 
FFSC Nominating Committee  

PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  
or by email to: FFSC@finns.org 

  

All FFSC members are invited and encouraged to attend. 
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Solution to puzzle from pg. #19 
 

The Finnish 

Wallhanging Project, 

funded in part by 

Finlandia 

Foundation, needs 

your input. Participate in a short (5 

min.) online survey and help artist 

Mirka Hokkanen understand what 

wallhangings mean to us and how they 

fit into our identity today. A link to the 

survey can be found at 

www.mirkah.com/

Huoneentaulu_Projekti.html. Please 
note: the survey is for Finnish speaking 
participants only. 
          Kiitos! 

FFSC  is looking for teachers! 
 

Do you speak Finnish? Do you have a background 
in teaching or learning languages? 
 

FFSC is looking for new teachers for the Reading 
and Conversation level for upcoming trimesters. 
 

If you're interested, or know someone who would 
be, please contact Jenni Salmi at: 
jenni.salmi@gmail.com, to discuss teaching 
opportunities at the foundation.  
 
Visit finnsnw.com/FFSC for current class 
information. 

http://www.mirkah.com/Huoneentaulu_Projekti.html
http://www.mirkah.com/Huoneentaulu_Projekti.html
mailto:jenni.salmi@gmail.com
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The United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and 

Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families 
and friends who have a desire to unite around preserving 
Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck 
light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second Sunday of the month at 
the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 
98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

Pastor –  Kaarlo Pöllänen  
e-mail: kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com 

Services: 
Every Sunday, 10 AM  
 

Sunday School the fourth Sunday of each month. 
Adult Bible Study will follow coffee hour each Sunday. 

Finnish Lutheran Church  
8504 13th Ave NW,  
Seattle, WA 98117  

206 789 0864  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Regarding church matters, please call: 

Kaarlo Pöllänen         425 614 5447    
Heikki Mannisto 425 603 0517 
Rita Vermala-Koski  206 363 0225 

 

Donations: 
Non perishable food, clothes (especially men’s) and toiletries (toothpaste, shave cream, shampoo and 
soaps) for people in need - you can bring these items to FLC Entrance Hall - we will deliver them to 
Ballard Food Bank. Thank You!  
‖He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.‖  
     Proverbs 19:17 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
mailto:kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 
 

DUES:  
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  ________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund         $ ________ 
 

Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or Editor— (see 
page 3 for details) 

2 ― column $22 /issue 
3‖ column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 
    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line).  
$1 per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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 New / Returning Member 
 Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as 
a donor to FFSC.    

 

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

Single $20/yr Couple/Family $25/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 

Supporting $50 Lifetime $300 
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Kulosaari Yacht Club in the  
foreground and Suomenlinna 
Fortress in the distance 
Photo by: Mikko Männistö 


