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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Oct. 6

8:00 PM

The Seattle Symphony presents music from Russia and
Benaroya Hall,
Finland. Tickets are available online at seattlesymphony.org, 200 University
by phone at (206)215-4747
St., Seattle

Oct. 7

2:00 PM

Oct. 11

7:00 PM

The Seattle Symphony presents music from Russia and
Finland. Tickets are available online at seattlesymphony.org,
by phone at (206)215-4747
“An Account of the Sámi: 100 Years Later.” Reservations and
further information are available by calling (206)789-5707 x
10 or by emailing rsvp@nordicmuseum.org. A $5.00 donation
is requested at the door

Oct. 13

5:00 PM

Finnish Lutheran Church Annual Fall Auction and Dinner. For FLC
info. contact Heikki Mannisto (206)910-7427 or
Paula Berg (425)614-5447

Oct. 20

6:00 PM11:00 PM

Oct. 23

7:00 PM

Oct. 24

7:30 PM

Skandia Ball- Social hour: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.; Live music for
Seattle Latvian
dancing: 7:00 -11:00 p.m.; Admission: $18; (206)784-7470, or Ctr. 11710 Third
e-mail to: info@skandia-folkdance.org
Ave., N.E.
Seattle
Film: Suddenly Sámi. Reservations and further information
NHM
are available by calling (206)789-5707 x 10 or by emailing
rsvp@nordicmuseum.org. A $5.00 donation is requested at
the door
Films from Finland Series: Kohtaamisia (Heatbeats), 2010, 86 SCC
minutes, K-7

Oct. 26

2:00 PM

Oct. 28

Benaroya Hall,
200 University
St., Seattle
NHM

Films from Finland Series: Kohtaamisia (Heatbeats), 2010, 86 SCC
minutes, K-7
Summer time (BST) ends/Finland, -1 hour (Kesäaika loppuu)
(Calendar continues on pg. #9)

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only
events that have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact info. for most of the events in our calendar is
available elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change.
FLC = Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle (206-789-0864)
NHM = Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle
SCC = Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle
October/November 2005
October/November
2012
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My wife
Kaisa
recently
mentioned
how often
one hears
the question,
“When are
you going to
Finland?” in the Greater Seattle
Finnish community. It’s likely that
our area is not unique, but the
stream of Finns and
Fennophiles traveling from here
to Finland this past summer has
been impressive.
The flow of people works the
other way as well. Particularly
noteworthy is the number of
performers from Finland who
have found their way to the
Northwest over recent months.
So, while the Finnish Choral
Society from Seattle traveled to
Finland to concertize (See
pages 16 and 17), Finnish artists
have found many opportunities
to perform here, and we are the
richer for it.
The summer influx of Finnish
musicians actually began on
May 19 with a concert by
master fiddler Arto Järvelä at the
Phinney Neighborhood Center.
This event, sponsored by the
Seattle Folklore Society, was so
popular it pushed the walls of
the venue. Järvela was
accompanied by Kaivama – an
excellent duo from Minneapolis.
What pleased observers who
attended this event was the
number of attendees whose
only connection to Finland was
their familiarity with Järvelä’s
reputation.
On June 6, Finland’s famous
fiddling tradition continued with
a visit from six female fiddlers
who make up Jepokryddona.
These talented young women
from Ostrobothnia played at the
monthly dinner meeting of the
Swedish Cultural Center. A
record crowd of some 140
October/November 2012

people, swelled by a large turnout from the Finnish community,
gave this group an enthusiastic
reception – an auspicious
beginning to a tour that was to
take them to concerts in Lynden,
Washington, and Astoria, Oregon.
The Nordic Heritage Museum
was the venue for a performance
by the Polka Chicks on June 21.
This time the fiddler, Kukka
Lehto, was joined by an
accordionist, Teija Niku. Named
“Band of the Year” at the
Kaustinen Festival in 2009, this
pair had the hall hopping with
their own compositions and with
Finnish folk standards. They
returned to Finland after going
on to successful concerts in
Astoria and Salem and used
their web page to thank “all the
lovely audiences” who came out
to hear them.
The day after the Polka Chicks
played, the youth choir Merituuli
arrived in Seattle for several
concerts before going on to a
choir festival in Eugene, Oregon.
This group of 35 teenagers from
the Kirkkonummi parish church,
with Tarja Viitanen as their
conductor, was driven indoors by
the rain to sing to an
appreciative audience at the
Crossroads Strawberry Festival
on June 23. The following day,
they did double duty, performing
at the Finnish Lutheran Church in
the morning and at the Skandia
Midsommarfest in Kenmore
during the afternoon. During their
stay, members of Merituuli were
housed with families in the
Seattle area, with the logistics
ably handled by Heikki and Eva
Männistö.
The last musical group of the
summer to come from Finland to
Seattle was the Psallite
Kammarkören from the largely
Swedish-speaking parish of
Korsholm. This 35-member
choir, with its long history of
singing in the historic Mustasaari

Church, sang at the Swedish
Cultural Center on August 6
under the sponsorship of the
Swedish-Finn Historical Society,
who Syrene Forsman engaged in
a heroic, late effort to make the
concert possible. Good thing,
too, for this fine amateur chorus,
under the direction of Susanne
Westerlund, sang both sacred
and secular music with skill and
fervor. Their Northwest tour
included Bellingham and
Vancouver, BC, as well as the
Seattle event.
In addition to the number and
quality of these performances
over a nearly three-month period,
there are some other striking
features that should delight out
entire community. Notably, the
groups were brought by different
organizations and performed in
different venues. How exciting to
see, for example, Arto Järvelä
brought here by the Seattle
Folklore Society. We can only
hope that this is a sign of things
to come. When the responsibility
and the opportunity for spreading
Finnish culture and showcasing
Finnish talent are shared, the
results are obvious. No one
organization could have made
these five visits from Finland
possible.
Finally, it is truly encouraging to
see the number of Finnish
musicians who want to visit the
Northwest. In the past, our corner
of the country has had more
difficulty attracting performers,
but many now seem interested
in entering the United States
through Seattle and continuing
their tours from here. By sharing
the work and supporting one
another, our lively organizations
can enhance the reputation of
Seattle as a place where Finnish
artists will want to come in everincreasing numbers.

Gary London
FFSC President
FFSC Newsletter
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2012 Itsenäisyysjuhla

Celebrating 95 years of Finnish Independence
1917-2012
Dinner & Dance
Saturday December 1, 2012
Swedish Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle, Washington
Social Hour to include pickled herring and other treats – 6:00 p.m.
Dinner (including complimentary wine) – 7:00 p.m.
Program & Dance to Follow

Festive Attire, National Costumes Encouraged
$45 per person, RSVP by Saturday November 17, 2012
For information, please contact Ron Karjala
Phone (253)874-2232 or Email rkarjala@hotmail.com
Please send your check, $45 per person payable to FFSC-with this form (or facsimile)
Send to: Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA. 98175

Total # in Party_______________________
Total enclosed $_____________________
Name(s)____________________________________________________________
Name(s)____________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
Phone (
)____________ Email_______________________________________
If possible, prefer to be seated with: (names)
____________________________________________________________
____Hearing impaired. I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing.
____I would like to volunteer for event preparations. Please contact me.
Comments___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a
Finnish Media Abroad Grant from
Suomi-Seura/Finland Society
to assist in the publication of our newsletter
FFSC Newsletter
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OCTOBER FILM ABOUT WOMEN,
BUT NOT A WOMEN’S FILM
October’s “Films from Finland” selection is
a film largely about women with a cast of
women, directed by a woman, but it is no
“chick flick,” to use a dismissive
description of films intended for a largely
female audience. Kohtaamisia
(Heartbeats), a 2010 release, tells seven
stories about seven women in very
different life situations in today’s Finland. Each
struggles with her own problem, in her own way.
They are different in terms of socio- economic
status, age, occupation, marital status and
ethnicity, but their lives intersect in a way that
suggests their interconnectedness. The film
seems to be suggesting the existence of a kind of
sisterhood that links women even in complex,
fractured, modern societies. The title in Finnish
expresses this theme better than its English
counterpart, which might have been more
appropriately rendered as “Encounters.”
The issues the women struggle with – aging,
generational conflict, financial security,
personal fulfillment, family ties and gender
relationships – are certainly not unique to
women. Women’s lives are, however, the lens
through which this film illuminates such
challenges.

By: Gary London
Director Saara Cantell, best known for her work
in short films and television, draws fine
performances from her female actors—three of
whom were nominated for Jussi awards for their
work. Ironically, the only acting prize went to
Sampo Sarkola. All told, the film received an
impressive seven Jussi nominations.
Kohtaamisia will be shown on October 24 at 7:30
p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center, and
repeated on October 26 at 2:00 p.m. at the
same location. A $5.00 donation is requested at
the door for each showing. The film is in Finnish,
with English subtitles, is 86 minutes long and is
rated K-7 (appropriate only for adults and
mature teens).
Finnish film fans should also take note of the
November 28 and 30 “Films from Finland”
selection: Bodomin legenda (The Legend of
Lake Bodom) — a made-for-television treatment
of shocking and as yet-unsolved murders at
Finland’s Lake Bodom in 1960.
“Films from Finland” is a continuing program of
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter in
furtherance of its mission to foster Finnish art
and culture in its service area.

Introducing: Barneleikarringen
of Greater Seattle
Nordic folk dancing for children and families. We learn traditional dances from all the Nordic
countries: Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Iceland. Ages 4 and up are able to do all the
dances. Younger children do wonderfully in a parent's arms as one partner in a couple. Grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends are welcome too! Beginning September 16, 2012 we started
meeting on the first and third Sundays from 1:30 to 2:30 at the Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014
NW 67th Street, Seattle, WA 98117. For more information email us at
barneleikarringen@gmail.com, call 425-954-5257 (that's 425-9545-BLR), or check out our website:
sites.google.com/site/barneleikarringen.
We are continuing to collect children’s costumes (or donations to
help us acquire costumes) to enrich the performance experience for
the children and audiences alike. Upcoming performances include
Yulefest (November) and Children's Christmas in Scandinavia
(December) at the Nordic Heritage Museum.

Submitted by: Elaine Everitt
October/November 2012

FFSC Newsletter

Page 7

Films from Finland

2012

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.
October 24-26 Kohtaamisia (Heatbeats), 2010, 86 minutes, K-7.
Honored with six Jussi nominations, this film about the intersecting lives of a variety of women in the
”new” Finland, deftly deals with issues of aging, generational division, racism, reconciliation and
friendship. Excellent performances. Definitely not for women only.
November 28/30 Bodomin legenda (The Legend of Lake Bodom), 2007, 93 minutes, K-13.
This 2007 Venla Award winner for best TV movie covers the investigation into the tragic murders at
Lake Bodom that shocked Finnish society and remain unsolved to this day. This movie combines film
noir and Finnish humor to create a unique view of the events of June 1960.
December 26/28 Myrsky (Stormheart), 2008, 96 minutes, K-7. During the autumn of 1989 in East
Berlin, the father of a Finnish family, visiting the crumbling Berlin Wall, rescues a cute puppy and
takes him home. Soon enough, the little puppy grows into a giant, who does whatever it takes to
protect his loved ones. Good holiday fare for the family.

LOCAL ART NOTES

Contributed by: Gary London

Fans of Sibelius have an opportunity to hear his Symphony No. 1 played in Seattle Symphony concerts on
October 4, 6 and 7. Danish conductor Thomas Søndergård, who has earned rave reviews for his Sibelius
interpretations, will be at the podium. His career is clearly on the ascendency, with joint appointments
as Principal Conductor of the BBC National Orchestra of Wales and Principal Guest Conductor of the
Royal Scottish National Orchestra. He has served as Principal Conductor and Musical Advisor for the
Norwegian Symphony from 2009 to the present, and has conducted major orchestras throughout Europe
in concerts and for operas. Other works on the Seattle program are Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain
and Tchaikovsky’s Variations on a Rococo Theme, with Seattle Symphony’s Principal Cellist Efe Baltacigil
as soloist. The October 4 concert begins at 7:30 p.m., then on October 6 at 8:00 p.m. and the last on
October 7 at 2:00 p.m. There is a pre-concert talk one hour before each performance and an Ask the
Artist interview and Q and A period on October 4. Tickets are available online at seattlesymphony.org,
by phone at 206.215.4747 or at the Benaroya Hall box office at 3rd and Union from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. on weekdays and from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Remaining tickets are sold beginning
two hours before each concert.
A multi-layered exhibition – Eight Seasons in Sápmi, the Land of the Sámi People – continues at the
Nordic Heritage Museum until November 4. Visitors have an opportunity to become acquainted with the
Sámi nation, which inhabits Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia, through photos by Birgitte Aarestrup,
artifacts from the Ájtte Museum in northern Sweden and items from the Sámi Handicraft Museum.
Accompanying the exhibit are a number of special events, including lectures by Pacific Lutheran
University professor Troy Storfjell, September 26 at 7:00 p.m., on “How to Read a Sámi Cup” and by
University of Wisconsin professor Tom DuBois, October 11 at 7:00 p.m., on “An Account of the Sámi:
100 Years Later.” These lectures, together with the film, Suddenly Sámi, on October 23 at 7:00 p.m.,
will be at the Museum. Reservations and further information are available by calling 206.789.5707 x 10
or by emailing rsvp@nordicmuseum.org. A $5.00 donation is requested at the door for each event.
Kardemimmit, who performed to the delight of a Seattle audience three years ago, are hoping to return
to Seattle in the fall of 2013 for another concert. The four young women who make up this group play
the kantele in ways that push this traditional instrument into new and creative directions. Those
interested in listening for themselves can check the official website at kardemimmit.fi. The quintet also
has a new CD, Autio huvila.

FFSC Newsletter
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GETTING TO KNOW MARIA MÄNNISTÖ –
TALENTED SINGER OPEN TO NEW EXPRESSIONS
By: Gary London
Fresh from leading the Finnish Choral
Society in a series of successful concerts in
Finland, Maria Männistö was still plainly
excited when interviewed in early August
at Zoka’s in Seattle’s Green Lake
neighborhood. According to Maria, the
choir improved with each of its five
performances over a seven-day period.
Those concerts typically consisted of
singing by the eighteen-member choir, by
quartets formed from the choir and by Maria herself,
doing venerable Finnish classics and wondrous jazz
versions of Finnish folk standards, accompanied by
her skilled piano partner, Aaron Otheim. The high
point of the tour? For Maria it was a concert in
Sastamala at Pyhä Marian Kirkko – a 13th century
church with dirt floors and no organ or piano, but
with pitch-perfect acoustics.
Conducting the Finnish choir for the past decade is
one of many musical endeavors in this young
soprano’s life. She was steeped in music from early on
as the daughter of Heikki and Eva Männisto, both of
whom sing in the choir and are major supporters of
Finnish music locally. Maria says that music was an
important part of life from early on, evidenced by the
fact she was singing Christmas carols with her parents
when two years of age. At five, she started on piano
lessons through the Suzuki method, with its emphasis
on playing by listening. She continues to play the
piano at home and the organ at the Finnish Lutheran
Church.
During her school years, Maria’s opportunities for
singing increased. In high school, she belonged to
three different choirs, including a jazz choir that
intensified her love for that musical form. She did
little solo singing, however, and when asked why,
responded that she was shy about performing alone,
experiencing some degree of stage fright. Given her
confidence and poise today, that may be difficult for
listeners to believe. Maria credits a year of acting
classes at the University of Washington for helping put
her anxiety about solo performing to rest.
Maria praises her musical education at the UW highly.
And no wonder: her teachers include Tom Harper at
the undergraduate level and Jane Eaglen at the
graduate level. She credits the former with helping to
open the possibility of a career in music and
encouraging her to go on to the graduate program in
opera. The legendary Eaglen was, in Maria’s words,
“fantastic, down-to-earth, and supportive.” By the
time she was awarded a Master’s degree in vocal
performance, Maria had sung Sandrina in Mozart’s “La
Finta Giardiniera,” Violetta in Verdi’s “La Traviata,”
and Gilda in his “Rigoletto,” among others.

October/November 2012

Though Maria’s training was largely in
classic opera, her interests have
subsequently grown to encompass much of
what is often referred to as “new music.”
For her, that means avenues to explore
new ways of using the human voice, to
interpret music in ways that make it more
uniquely individual. Examples include her
jazz versions of Finnish folk tunes, her
improvisation with other musicians
(including Aaron Otheim) at the Café Racer, and her
work with a number of well-known composers of new
music. These range from Samuel Barber’s “Knoxville,
Summer of 1915” with the Seattle Metropolitan
Chamber Orchestra at Benaroya’s Nordstrom Recital
Hall, through Garrett Fisher’s chamber opera,
”Kocho,”at the Galapagos Art Space in Brooklyn, to
Wayne Horovitz’s “Smokestack Arias” at Seattle’s Act
Theater. Maria has also had repeat performances with
local groups as diverse as the Seattle Modern
Orchestra, The Box Is Empty, Grand Hallway and The
Tudor Choir. She has also sung in productions of “The
Nutcracker” and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at
Pacific Northwest Ballet.
Looking ahead, Maria wants to do some composing,
anticipates collaborating with artists like Justin
Parker in combining voice with classical and
electronic instrumentation, and seeks to do some
recording. Her love of Finnish music is reflected in
her desire to make that first recording from the songs
of Toivo Kuula. Maria has made those achingly
beautiful compositions part of her concerts as
Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year in 2007,
as soloist in a Mostly Nordic Concert at the Seattle’s
Nordic Heritage Museum in May, and as featured
singer during the recent Finnish tour with the choir.
Despite her accomplishments, Maria still speaks with
special satisfaction about the Finnish Choral Society –
a choir that, according to its conductor, has moved
from trepidation to acceptance of its ability to sing
top-notch music. She is especially delighted to have
family members, particularly her parents, who first
introduced her to the joys of music, as part of the
choir. She admits that when, as a University of
Washington undergraduate, she told her parents of
her desire to switch majors from zoology to music,
they were somewhat shaken. Now, they are her
biggest fans, showing up at virtually all her
performances with video camera in hand. As for
Maria, she has never regretted her decision to follow
her passion for making music – music of all kinds. Ever
seeking new forms of expression and still cultivating
her voice, she is a young singer of infinite
possibilities.
Photo courtesy of: FFN
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Dr. Pasi Sahlberg to Visit Seattle in November
Pasi Sahlberg is Director General of CIMO (in
the Ministry of Education) in Helsinki, Finland.
He has experience in classroom teaching,
training teachers and leaders, coaching
schools to change and advising education
policy-makers around the world. Dr. Sahlberg
has lived and worked in the United States
(World Bank in Washington DC) and Italy
(European Commission). He is an international keynote
speaker and has published over 100 articles, chapters
and books, among them "The Fourth Way of
Finland" (2011), “Rethinking accountability in a
knowledge society” (2010), “Creativity and innovation
through lifelong learning” (2009), and "Education
Reform for Raising Economic Competitiveness" (2006).

He earned his PhD from the University of
Jyväskylä (Finland) in 1996. Dr. Sahlberg is a
member of the Board of Directors of ASCD and
an Adjunct Professor at the University of
Helsinki and the University of Oulu. His latest
book is "Finnish Lessons: What can the world
learn from educational change in Finland?"
pasisahlberg.com

Dr. Sahlberg will visit Seattle in November and will give
a public lecture at the University of Washington, Kane
Hall 210 on November 14th, 7 pm. For more details
about this renowned guest, please visit
pasisahlberg.com
Submitted by: Judy Niemela and Karoliina Kuisma

(Calendar continued from pg. #2)

Oct. 31
Nov. 3-4

Happy Halloween!
Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar- Sat. 9:00am to 5:00pm/ Sun.
8:00am to 4:00pm. $1 donation for adm. 12 and under free.
For more info. swedishculturalcenter.org or (206)283-1090
Daylight savings time ends/USA, -1 hour

Nov. 4
Nov. 8

FFSC Dec./Jan. Newsletter Deadline. Submit info. to
ffsceditor@ymail.com

Nov. 8-11

FinnFest USA in Tucson, AZ. finnfestusa.org for information or
e mail info@finnfestusa.org

Nov. 10
Nov. 11

34th Annual Finnish Community Bazaar. Info. at:
www.finnishbazaar.com
Veterans Day/USA

Nov. 11

Father's Day/Finland (Isänpäivä)

Nov 14

10:00 AM2:30 PM

7:00 PM

Nov. 17
Nov. 17-18 10:00 AM5:00 PM
Nov. 22
Nov. 28
7:30 PM
Nov. 30

2:00 PM

Dec. 1

6:00 PM

Dec. 19

6:30 PM

FFSC Newsletter

SCC

NHM

Dr. Pasi Sahlberg will lecture on "The Finnish Education
U of W, Kane
System"
Hall 210
RSVP deadline for IDDD. Contact Ron Karjala, email:
rkarjala@hotmail.com or tel. (253)874-2232
Yulefest! Info. at nordicmuseum.org/events or (206)789-5707 NHM
Thanksgiving Day
Films from Finland Series: Bodomin legenda (The Legend of SCC
Lake Bodom), 2007, 93 minutes, K-13
Films from Finland Series: Bodomin legenda (The Legend of SCC
Lake Bodom), 2007, 93 minutes, K-13
2012 Itsenäisyysjuhla (Independence Day Dinner and Dance) SCC
See Nov. 17 for RSVP info.
Finnish Choral Society Christmas Concert and Dinner. More
info. TBA
October/November 2012
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One of the complaints sometimes made by our Finnish
friends on both sides of the Pole is that the level
of public and private service has deteriorated over
the years and is much lower than in the United
States, for instance. As if to reinforce that
widely-held belief, a recent cover story in the
Suomen Kuvalehti condemned service in Finland as
”surkea” (deplorable, miserable, wretched, awful –
take your pick).
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We’ve had some opportunity to test that proposition over the past few weeks
of our late summer/early fall stay in Finland. Granted that all experience
is anecdotal, but ours does not confirm the bad rap. In fact, virtually
every one of our encounters with Finns across the counter from us has been
positive. Even at the bank, where some of the procedures seem
incomprehensible, the tellers are polite and helpful within the limits of
those strictures. Let me offer some examples of good service we’ve
received.
An early disaster in Finland for us, though it had nothing to do with where
we were, was the hacking of our laptop through an email that I never should
have opened. (Indeed, I know some of you are aware of this because you
received the same bogus email sent out under my name, and you reported your
suspicions.) Having never been hacked, at least to my knowledge, I was in
something of a panic, which abated after I talked to my tech savvy sons in
the United States. They encouraged me to take the computer in to be
examined for viruses and scrubbed, if necessary. The next day I called HS
Works – a repair shop in Pikkuhuopalahti – and explained the problem in my
halting Finnish computerese. (For example, I did not know the expression
for “firewall,” which, in case it might be helpful to you, is, very
sensibly, “palomuuri.”) I had used the services of HS Works on a previous
occasion with a different computer and was satisfied with their work, so I
was happy when told I could bring this machine in. Three days later, the
laptop, with no viruses detected and new security program and palomuuri
installed, was ready to be picked up. Throughout this process, from the
first phone call, through subsequent calls and texts to the last across-the
-counter handoff, I received superior service from a young man by the name
of Toni Irjala
And, speaking of young people and computers, unable to get a network
connection at our condo right after arriving in Helsinki, I went to the
Welho customer service center on Eliel Square and was promptly given a new
modem. That did not solve the problem, nor did a clarification of the
necessary numbers and codes to be entered. Finally, I took the modem back,
and it was found to be defective. I was given another, went on my way and
established the network connection with no difficulty. Now, in all honesty,
I was frustrated that it took three visits to the service center to get the
issue resolved, but through it all, the three twenty-something employees
were polite and helpful, and the third apologetic about the trouble I had
gone to.
Experience #3 involving fine service from those younger than my own
children came from Riku, referred to us by our previous renter as an
electrician who might be able to repair the overhead light in our bedroom.
It turned out that Riku is actually an elevator technician who lives in the
adjacent building. He came with ladder and tools after a day’s work and
June/ July 2009
October/November
2012
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found and fixed the problem in no time. After a pleasant conversation about
his work and his travels, including a short stint in Texas, we asked how
much we owed him. He would take nothing. We persisted. He finally said that
if we wanted to buy him a bottle of wine, that would be fine, but nothing
more. In fact, he talked of how important it is to oneself and others to do
some good things without expecting to be paid. When we had a later
opportunity to chat with him, we learned that he had already lived more
than many do in a lifetime, from his birthplace in central Finland to work
in India and travels elsewhere in Asia and throughout Europe. Was it his
need to depend on the kindness of strangers himself that makes him now so
generous in his relations with others?
While the emphasis has been on service from the young, that is certainly
not where it ends. There was the friendly woman in the central tori from
whom we have purchased wall hangings in the past. While we examined her
fine table coverings, she talked with us for some time about her decision
to move with her cancer-stricken husband from a house in Lahti to a much
smaller flat in Helsinki and the challenge of sorting through a lifetime of
accumulated items in the process. She was like so many other craftspeople
in Finland who are willing to spend time with us and talk about their
handiwork and what goes into it, like the woman at Porvoo’s Sinenen Ovi
from whom we bought her own designed and handmade clothes for our
grandchildren.
It would be easy for those who work with the public to grow tired. There
are often long lines in Helsinki. For example, there was such a lengthy
queue on the first day that individual tickets became available for the
Helsinki Philharmonic that I had time to walk from the Music Center to the
Academic Bookstore, buy a book, walk back and get well into my reading by
the time my number came up. That was the mother of lines, but we have also
encountered them almost everywhere the ubiquitous number dispenser is found
– in banks, in stores, at the post office. I have been struck, however, by
the fact that those who are behind the counters or desks remain cheerful
and unperturbed even in the face of what appear to be never-ending rows of
people. I have not felt rushed or hurried once I have reached someone who
can help me.
I just referred to the Music Center line as the prime example. I misspoke
myself. The queue to end all queues was at the Academic Bookstore last
Saturday where dozens of people, myself included, stood waiting for Sofi
Oksanen to sign copies of her eagerly-anticipated new book, Kun kyyhkyset
katosivat (When the Doves Disappeared). In the first place, I was impressed
by the generous willingness of Ms. Oksanen to sign books for everyone in
the seemingly-endless line. Then, too, there was the patience of those
waiting in order for their turn. Finally, credit to the bookstore itself
for giving reassurance and passing out candy to those standing for as long
as an hour.
There is much to be said for a country where the principle of equality
translates into people knowing how to take their turn and for a country in
which people, when that turn comes, are treated with respect and good will
by those whose service they want and need. I am sorry to read about the bad
experiences of others, like the writer of the Kuvalehti piece, but I can’t
deny our own positive encounters. I hope it is not exceptional.

Gary London
FFSC Newsletter
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Are there pumpkins in Finland? You bet! While not as popular as they are here in the states,
a variety of pumpkins can be found in Finland. These range from the small decorative varieties
to competition-sized giants. The 2011 Finnish record weight for a pumpkin was 925 pounds!
So, now that you know that your Finnish friends and relatives can enjoy this flavorful squash,
why don’t you take time to enjoy the harvest? Consider starting with velvety smooth Smoked
Pumpkin Soup. Add a salad and some warm bread with butter and you’ll have an exceptional
meal for those cool autumn evenings.
Enjoy!

Smoked Pumpkin Soup (savustettu kurpitsakeitto)
1 medium (about 4 pounds) pie pumpkin
3 tablespoons butter
1 medium shallot, finely minced
4 cups chicken broth
1 cup apple cider (or juice)
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
⅛ teaspoon ground allspice
½ cup heavy cream
⅛ teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
¼ teaspoon ground cardamom
½ teaspoon salt, or to taste
Dash freshly ground black pepper
Soak 1 cup of apple wood chips in water for one hour. Drain the water from the wood chips. Prepare
the grill for indirect heat: If using a charcoal grill, light the coals. When the coals are hot, scatter the
wood chips directly onto them. With a charcoal grill you will move the coals and chips to one side and
with a gas grill, you will use only half of the burners. If using a gas grill, place the drained chips in a
smoker box or in a pouch formed of a double layer of heavy duty aluminum foil and punctured on top
with a fork to release smoke. Place the smoker box or foil pouch between the grate and briquettes,
close to the flame. Preheat on high until you see smoke, then reduce the heat to medium. Cut the
pumpkin in half from top to bottom. Scrape out all of the seeds and strings. Brush grill grates with oil
on the unlit side of the grill. When ready to grill, place the unpeeled pumpkin halves, flesh sides
down, on the oiled grates. Smoke the pumpkin for 90 minutes or until fork-tender. Remove the
pumpkin from the grill. When cool enough to handle, scrape the pumpkin flesh from its skin into a
bowl. Discard the skin. Melt the butter in a large pot over low heat. Add the shallot and cook for
about 5 minutes, until soft. Add the cider, broth, cinnamon and allspice. Increase the heat to medium
-high and bring to a boil, then reduce the heat to medium-low. Stir in the pumpkin; cook for 10
minutes, then add the cream, cardamom and nutmeg, stirring to incorporate. Turn off the heat. Let
cool for about 20 minutes. Using an immersion blender (stick blender), puree the soup until smooth. If
you don’t have an immersion blender, use a food processor or blender to puree small batches until
smooth, then transfer to a clean pot. Place over low heat to keep warm. Season to taste with the salt
and pepper. A dollop of crème fraîche and a scattering of snipped chives make a nice garnish.
Serves 4-6

Taina’s Tip:
Pumpkin can be smoked
up to two days in
advance. Scoop out the
pulp, put into a sealed
plastic baggie and
refrigerate.
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Taina’s Tip:
A large melon baller or a
small ice cream scoop
make quick work of both
the seeds and fibers of
the raw pumpkin and the
flesh of the smoked
pumpkin.

Fun Site:
Visit European Giant
Vegetable Growers
Association at
freewebs.com/egvga

Fun Site:
Visit Pacific Northwest
Giant Pumpkin Growers
at pnwgpg.com
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Saturday, November 10, 2012
Nordic Heritage Museum
3014 N.W 67th
10AM - 2:30PM







Local Finnish-American organizations
Hand-crafted items with a Finnish flavor
Baked goods and other Finnish food treats
White Elephant treasures
Children’s activities
Lunch, coffee and good fellowship all day

Fun for the whole family!
finnishbazaar.com or
Liisa at 206-783-0894
Sponsored by the Finnish American Heritage Committee

Your donations help make this newsletter possible!
Our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the
following donors:
Ilkka Talvi
Asta Lambert-Viljanen & Dan Lambert

FFSC Newsletter

Riitta & Raimo Rahkonen
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Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle
Did you know that the church building may be the closest one can get to Eliel
Saarinen’s architecture in Seattle? The architect was Ebba Wicks, a daughter of
John Wicks who emigrated from Vassor close to Vaasa, Finland in the early
1900’s. She received her master's of architecture and urban design degree in 1946
from Cranbrook Academy of Art, where Eliel Saarinen was the President 1932 –
1946. Ebba was the first woman in the State of Oregon to be licensed through
examination. She died in 2006.

Let’s support our church!
Come and meet friends and have a fun evening at the

Annual Fall Auction and Dinner
Saturday October 13, 2012 at 5:00 PM
Starting with preview at 5 PM followed by Dinner and
Silent and Live Auctions
Dinner Tickets $15, Children under 7 yrs free, 7-12 yrs $7
We kindly ask for (tax deductible) donations of auction items
before October 7, 2012
For any questions, please contact Heikki Mannisto (206)910-7427 or
Paula Berg (425)614-5447

Last years auction brought a lot of people and was a fun evening with
competitive bidding going on to support the Finnish Lutheran Church.
Finnish Lutheran Church 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98117

October/November 2012
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER
FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES FALL TRIMESTER 2012
Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle
8504 13th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117

September 20 – December 13 (10 weeks)
No class on Thanksgiving
Classes offered:
Beginning Finnish 7:00-8:30 pm (Evan Wright with Chris Morris)
NEW AND “FALSE” BEGINNERS BOTH WELCOME!

REGISTRATION FORM
Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. Fall tuition is $87. Please fill in this
registration form and hand it together with the tuition fee check to your teacher on the first day of class. Please
make checks out to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.
If you have any questions about current or upcoming classes, please contact Jenni Salmi via email:
jenni.salmi@gmail.com.
Student information
_______________________________________________________________
Name
Email
________________________________________________________________
Mailing address
City, zip
________________________________________________________________
Telephone
Best time to call
Beginner class

□

Payment amount: tuition $ _______ Membership $ _______, TOT. $ ______
Check # ______
Payment date _____
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Are you a FFSC member yet?
Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2013!
Single $20/yr
Senior $15/yr

Couple/Family $25/yr Supporting $50/yr
Senior Couple $20/yr Lifetime $300

** Dues and donations are tax deductible.

FFSC Newsletter
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Some words of praise for the FCS
Finland Tour:
Dear Editor,
This is a congratulatory message to the
Finnish Choral Society of Seattle on their
recent July tour in Finland. I heard from
two Finnish relatives who had attended
the group's performance at the Maarian
Church in Turku on July 12. They also
sent me copies of the Choir's extensive
program entitled "Sydän Suomessa". Both
were thrilled by the Choir's excellent
quality and meaningful selections; one
cousin was even moved to tears. Kudos
to the Choir and their director, Maria
Männistö.
Sincerely,
Esther E. Sellers

Finnish Choral Society performs in the medieval Pyhan Marian kirkko in Sastamala, July 11, 2012
FFSC Newsletter
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION® NATIONAL
is accepting applications for its 2013 Grants and Scholarship programs until February 1, 2013.

GRANTS

SCHOLARSHIPS

For non-profit cultural projects of
local or national significance

 Scholarships are awarded to fulltime
undergraduate (sophomore or higher)
and graduate students enrolled in an
accredited post-secondary institution.
 A 3.0 GPA is required.
 Financial need and course of study are
considered, and U.S. or Finnish
citizenship is required.
 Students studying subjects related to
Finnish culture receive special
consideration.

 Projects should benefit the general-public, not
only the sponsor or sponsoring organization.
 Grants should show evidence or testimony of
high cultural, educational, artistic, or scientific
merit.
 Special consideration is allotted to projects
endorsed or sponsored by an FF chapter.
 Salaries to project staff or employees are not
allowable.

Mail both Grant and Scholarship Finlandia Foundation National
applications to:
P.O. Box 92298
Pasadena, CA 91109-2298

Email:

office@finlandiafoundation.org
Fax (626) 795-6533

Please add Delivery Confirmation and Signature Required Services to your application.
Full guidelines and applications are available on www.FinlandiaFoundation.org

Funds
The following funds support Grants and Scholarships:
Vaino Hoover Memorial General Fund
MidWest General Fund
Gertrude Kujala Memorial Finnish Music Fund
Jaakko Tuominen Memorial Sports Fund
Jean E. Sainio-Nolan Scholarship Fund
Urho Kivikoski Education Fund
Walima Fund for Folk Music
Paloheimo/Fenyes Visual Arts Grant & Scholarship Fund
Eero and Helli Tetri Fund
Elma Randall Memorial Finnish-American Heritage Fund

Festival Fund
Finlandia Foundation Florida Scholarship Fund
Finlandia Foundation National Capital Chapter Special Fund
Finnish-Swedish Cultural Fund
Bert and Marjatta Salonen Business Education Fund
Sundquist Endowment for the Arts Fund
UFBS Lodge # 1 of San Francisco Fund for Scholars
Helin/Korpela Social Sciences Fund
Pertti Lindfors Legal Studies Fund

Finlandia Foundation Chapters are located in:
Ashtabula, OH; Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; Bellingham, WA; Boston, MA; Canterbury, CT; Cape Cod, MA; Chicago,
IL; Dallas, TX; Denver, CO; Farmington Hills, MI; Fitchburg, MA; Frederick, SD; Grand Rapids, MI; Hancock, MI;
Hibbing, MN; Ithaca, NY; Jefferson City, MT; Levittown, PA; Los Angeles, CA; Marquette, MI; Minneapolis, MN;
Monson, ME; Moorhead, MN; Naselle, WA; New York, NY; Palm Beach, FL; Philadelphia, PA; Phoenix, AZ; Pittsburgh,
PA; Portland, OR; Red Lodge, MT; Rutland, MA; Sacramento, CA; San Francisco, CA; Seattle, WA (2); Sonoma, CA;
South Thomaston, ME; Spokane, WA; Tucson, AZ; Virginia Beach, VA; Washington, DC;

Finlandia Foundation® National is the most important private source of support for Finnish culture in the U. S.
®

Finlandia Foundation National, P.O. Box 92298, Pasadena, CA 91109-2298 phone (626) 795-2081
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Word Puzzle
There are 187,888
lakes in Finland
that are five acres or
more. A few of the
larger ones may be
found in this word
search, and then for
some more fun,
you might try to
locate them on a
map of Finland.
Words in the puzzle
may be horizontal,
vertical or diagonal,
and either forwards
or backward.
Happy Hunting!
(Solution may be found on page # 21)

Saimaa
Onkamojärvi
Muuratjärvi
Aapajärvi
Nuorajärvi
Ylä-Enonvesi
Lummene
Ala-Kitka
Kivijärvi
Elämäjärvi
Suvasvesi
FFSC Newsletter
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Members and Friends……..
See what others did this summer!

Above- The Seattle Finn Lodge Brothers and Sisters drove
to Ritva and Raimo Kivinen's place on Hood Canal to
celebrate summer with a potluck picnic. Members
gathered oysters from the beach as temps climbed to 99°
on August 4th.
Photos submitted by: Lynn Wirta

Above- Katrilli Finnish Folk Dancers at the Finnish
American Folk Festival July 28th in Naselle.
Photos submitted by: Ron Karjala

Above and left– Old Friends! Greetings come from Marjaana, Michael, and
Nicolas (enjoying a game of pool fetch here) deBlasio, who have relocated
to California.
Photos submitted by: Marjaana deBlasio
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FFSC Newsletter

Page 21

United Finnish Kaleva
Brothers and Sisters
Grand Lodge
Convention Held in
Portland, Oregon
The 52nd Annual United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Grand Lodge Convention
was held at the Kaiser Town Hall in Portland, Oregon on August 24-25, 2012. Ritva and
Raimo Kivinen, Linda and Leo Nalli, Sonny and Lynn B Wirta and Ruth St Hilaire
represented local Seattle Lodge #11. Business included awarding seven academic
scholarships to students from Astoria, Aberdeen, Hockinson, Eureka and Winlock. Alison
Kastama, Berkeley Lodge President, gave a Powerpoint presentation on the history of the
Berkeley Ldoge. The evening banquet offered salmon and chicken dishes. Musical
entertainment was provided by Maila Cadd and her granddaughter accompanied by Faith
Swanson (Astoria Lodge) on the piano. Guest speaker was Greg Jacobs, PhD, author of
"Fin, Finns and Astorians." More than $300 was raised for scholarships from the raffle
baskets. Seattle Finns won 2 loaves of pulla and a garden basket. Sharon Laulainen from
Longview Kelso won the 1953 restored bicycle. The 2014 Convention will be hosted by
Seattle Lodge #11.

Submitted by:
Lynn Wirta

(Solution to puzzle from pg. #19)

Dear Members,
Please let us know about your
family celebrations. Has there
been a birth, graduation or
wedding that you would like to
share? We’d love to rejoice with
you!
Just email the information to:
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to:
FFSC
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052
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Finnish Lutheran Church
8504 13th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117
Telephone: 206 789 0864
Pastor: Kaarlo Pöllänen
e-mail: kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com
Services:
Every Sunday, 10 AM
Office hours: Tuesday, 6-8 PM ,
Thursday, 9-11 AM
Sunday School the second Sunday of each month
Regarding Church matters, please call:
Kaarlo Pöllänen
425 614 5447
Heikki Männistö
425 603 0517
Rita Vermala-Koski 206 363 0225
Donations: For people in need. You can bring items to FLC Entrance Hall. We will deliver
them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food. THANK YOU!
“ He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he has
done.” Proverbs 19:17

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH !
The United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and
Sisters Lodge #11
Seattle, WA 98117
“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus”
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love”

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a
desire to unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.
The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM
on the second Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue
NW, Seattle, 98117.
Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com
or
Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net
for further information.

Please note, the deadline for the December/January
Edition of the Newsletter is November 8, 2012.
All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,
and at the discretion of the Editor.
October/November 2012
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JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)
THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter

DUES:

Single $20/yr

Couple/Family $25/yr

Ind. Senior or Student $15/yr

Senior Couple $20/yr

Supporting $50

Lifetime $300

Name:______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Dues Enclosed

$________

Telephone: _________________________________________

My donation to the
FFSC Grant &
Scholarship fund

$ ________

E-Mail: _____________________________________________

Newsletter donation :

$ ________

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged
as a donor to FFSC.

Total Enclosed ** $ ________

____________________________________________________

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT

THE FOLLOWING:

________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0052

 New / Returning Member
 Renewal—Address Same as Label

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above)

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation.

See our website at: www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC
(see page 3) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif)
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher
2000 format. Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).

2 “ column $22 /issue
3” column $33 /issue
1/4 page $44 / issue
1/2 page $66 / issue
Full page $99 / issue

$60 / 3 issues
$95 / 3 issues
$125 / 3 issues
$185 / 3 issues
$288 / 3 issues

$115 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr )

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or Editor— (see
page 3 for details)
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FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
For individuals, $5
minimum, 4 lines of copy
(~40 characters per line).
$1 per line thereafter.
Commercial rates: $15
minimum (~40 characters
per line ) $5 / line
thereafter.
Send checks or money order
(no cash please) to:

FFSC UNClassifieds
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175
Please note newsletter
deadlines on page 3.
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