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Feb. 7

10:00-11:00 February “Nordic Stories”: Mauri Kunnas’s , Ricky, Rocky, and Ringo’s
AM
Colourful Day. This is a free monthly series.

NHM

Feb. 9

4:00-6:00
PM

FLC

Tanhuajat Laskiaispulla Party. Donations welcome. For info. contact
Sirkku 206-618-3219, LuAnn 206-243-8990 or Ken 206-789-8317

Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 14

Shrove Tuesday (Laskiaistiistai)
Ash Wednesday (Tuhkakeskiviikko)
Happy Valentine's Day! (Ystävänpäivä)

Feb. 18

Washington's Birthday/ Presidents' Day (US)

Feb. 27
Feb. 28
Mar. 1
Mar. 3

7:30 PM

Films from Finland Series: Sovinto (Beyond), 2010, 96 minutes, K-15.

SCC

2:00 PM
2:00 PM

Kalevala Day (Kalevalan päivä)
Films from Finland Series: Sovinto (Beyond), 2010, 96 minutes, K-15.
37th Annual Kalevala Day Festival

SCC
NHM

FFSC Feb./Mar. Newsletter Deadline. Submit info. to
ffsceditor@ymail.com
Daylight Saving Time begins/USA, + 1 hour

Mar. 8
Mar. 10
Mar. 10

4:00 PM

Mostly Nordic Concert Series: PKH Trio program, “Birch Bark and
Bothnian Breezes." For info. call 206-789-5707 x 10 or visit
www.nordicmuseum.org.

NHM

Mar. 15

7:30 PM

Skandia & Katrilli Folkdancers St. Urho celebration. $7.00 member
$10.00 non member, kids free.

Cedar Valley Grange
20526 52nd Ave.W.
Lynnwood

Mar. 24
Mar. 27

7:30 PM

Palm Sunday (Palmusunnuntai)
Films from Finland Series: Kansakunnan olohuone (The Living Room of
the Nation), 2009, 74 minutes, K-3.

SCC

2:00 PM

Maundy Thursday (Kiirastorstai)
Good Friday (Pitkäperjantai)
Films from Finland Series: Kansakunnan olohuone (The Living Room of
the Nation), 2009, 74 minutes, K-3.
Easter Sunday (Pääsiäispäivä)

SCC

Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Mar. 29
Mar. 31

(Calendar continued on page # 9)

Notes: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have
been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this
newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change.
FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle
NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle
SCC= Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter
The term for board members runs from
July 1 to June 30
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One of the core functions of Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter from its inception has been to offer classes
in the Finnish language. Over the years, hundreds of individuals have passed through levels of instruction from
beginning to advanced. According to 40 Years of History, published by FFSC in 2008, a conversational Finnish
class with 25 eager students began in 1969 in Seattle under the tutelage of Jenny Pelto. Three years later,
Pentti Uuspää started a Finnish literature class, and the next year Leo Utter initiated a Finnish literature study
group. While all these learning opportunities were in Seattle, subsequent classes were also taught in Tacoma,
Everett and Kent. Long-time FFSC member Aini Messmer recalls with fondness the Everett class taught by Kalle
Keränen and credits that with a renewed interest in her Finnish heritage.
Following in this long and honorable tradition, another semester of language classes began on January 10 at the Finnish Lutheran
Church – long-time venue for students and teachers to meet. Chris Morris, current beginning and intermediate class teacher, is
joined in February by Paula Berg, who is to lead the advanced group. The recruitment of these two excellent teachers and the
general supervision of language classes has been the task of Jenni Salmi in recent years, and she has been tireless in her devotion
to this work. A first-rate teacher herself, Jenni well understands what a difference high quality instruction can make to students
motivated to learn what is generally accounted a difficult language.
My own appreciation for Finnish has been increased recently by a book my friend and fellow Finnophile Gary Lundell gave my wife
and me for Christmas. Gary had previously piqued my interest in Diego Marani’s New Finnish Grammar, referred to him, in turn, by
the creator of local productions of Sampo and the Magic Mill and Troublemaker’s Daughter, Nick DiMartino. Judging from the title
of Marani’s book, I assumed it to be yet another effort to make Finnish accessible to foreigners. I was surprised when Gary told me
that it was actually a novel by an Italian linguist about an injured amnesiac who has no recollection of who he is and whose only
clue to his identity is the “Sampo Karjalainen” name stitched into the collar of his jacket. Assumed to be Finnish, he is sent to
Finland to rediscover his language and himself.
In the broad sense, New Finnish Grammar is, then, about the relationship between language and identity. Clearly, though, Marani
finds there is something particularly strong about the connection between Finnishness and Finnish – the sense of being Finnish and
of speaking Finnish. Consider, for example, this explanation of Finnish by the protagonist’s teacher, one Pastor Koskela:
The forms of a language inevitably have repercussions upon the speaker, it is they that mould his face, his
land, his habits, where he lives, what he eats. The foreigner learning Finnish distorts his own bodily features;
he moves away from his original self, may indeed no longer recognize it. This does not happen studying other
languages, because other languages are merely temporary scaffolding for meaning. Not so for Finnish: Finnish
was not invented. The sounds of our language were around us, in nature, in the woods, in the pull of the sea,
in the call of the wild, in the sound of the falling snow. All we did was to bring them together and bend them
to our needs. When God created men, he did not bother to send any men up here. So we had to do what we
could to struggle free of defenseless matter on our own. In order to gain life, we had to suffer. First came
trees, lakes, rocks, wind. Becoming human all on your own was no joke. Finnish is a solid language, slightly
rounded at the sides, narrow slits for eyes, like the houses in Helsinki, the faces of our people. . . If you were
once Finnish, at some point or other you will find all this within you, because all this is not stored in your
memory, it cannot be mislaid. It is in your blood, your guts. We are what remains of something extremely
ancient, something which is bigger than ourselves and is not of this world. (Dedalus, 2012, 53-54)
Those of us with non-native skills in Finnish will identify with “Sampo” in his quest to learn (or relearn) Finnish. We will understand
what Koskela mean, when he tells his pupil that Finnish is “a logarithmic grammar: the more you chase after it, the more it escapes
you down endless corridors of numbers, all alike yet subtly different, like the fugues of Bach.” (Ibid., p. 70) Yet, what sustains
“Sampo” can sustain all of us who seek some mastery of Finnish: his teacher’s belief that he is capable of learning (or relearning)
this wondrous language.
So, I thank Jenni and Chris and Paula and all their FFSC language class predecessors (I counted at least 50 teachers but I know that
number is low). And, let us expand the circle of gratitude to include Taija Hämälainen and all the CIMO-sponsored lecturers from
Finland who have taught Finnish at University of Washington over the years. The dedicated teachers at Suomikoulu also deserve
fulsome appreciation for keeping Finnish alive among children and youth. Finally, a salute to you parents who in your own homes
are resisting the considerable pressures of English monolingualism to give your children the gift of your mother tongue. There is
probably no other place in this country where there are so many opportunities to retain, learn or re-learn Finnish.
I was taken aback last fall when my wife and I entered a shop on Korkeavuorenkatu in Helsinki and were immediately informed by
the proprietress that she did not speak Finnish. I suppose one could see that as a good sign – the increasingly cosmopolitan nature
of a city where all are likely to speak English or one of the other half dozen languages this shopkeeper had learned before she met
and married a Finn and came to Finland to live a decade or so previously. But, at the same time, what a loss! For, when any of us
knocks on the door of a foreign culture, the response from the other side is likely to be, “If you really want to get in, you will have
to learn our language.” Diego Marani appears to be telling us in his beautiful book that this is especially true of Finnish. I see no
reason to disagree.

Gary London
FFSC President
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Grants & Scholarships
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of two $1,000 scholarships
or grants for projects related to Finland.
The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear plan for using the
award money to support a project related to Finland. College under-graduates are especially
encouraged to apply. In order to apply for a grant or scholarship, applicants must submit:







A letter no more than two pages in length that includes a brief biography and a statement of
educational and/or career objectives. This letter should show how these objectives bear on
Finland.
Evidence or testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish-American cultural, educational or scientific
merit.
College students should submit an official transcript of all college-level studies. If the applicant is
a high school student, then transcripts from that level should be submitted.
Letter(s) of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related
project.
The application should include the applicant’s contact information: name, mailing address, email
address and phone number.

Note that the funds will not be available for projects with a start date earlier than April 15, 2013, thus
the start date of the project, as well as the expected completion date need to be included along with
a budget and marketing plan (if applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered for
funding.
Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the
State of Washington.
Applications should be submitted in electronic form by email to:
scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com,
although applications may also be sent by regular mail to:
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Mikko Männistö
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175
It is strongly suggested that applicants use registered mail or some other form of mailing that provides
a receipt with date of mailing if sending applications through regular mail.
Applications sent by email must be received by April 1, 2013. Applications sent by regular mail must
be postmarked no later than April 1, 2013. Winners will be notified by April 15, 2013.
For more information see www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com or send email to
scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com

Sincere Apreciation to Grant &
Scholarship Donors:
Karoliina Kuisma & Sean Dawson

Aini & Fred Messmer

Linda Dunn

Satu & Jussi Mikkola

Heather Jackson

Edna Perrault

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kangas

Doris & Dale Snow

Angela & Frans Laulainen

Tuulevi Syrijakari

FFSC Newsletter
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SWEDISH FILM ABOUT FINNISH FAMILY IN
FEBRUARY ‘FILMS FROM FINLAND’
By: Gary London
Two of the first three selections in the 2013
“Films from Finland” series are documentaries,
howbeit about very different segments of
Finnish society. In January, the focus is on the
last 18 months of the Tarja Halonen presidency
in Rouva Presidentti (Madame President), while
the March film is about the lives of ordinary
Finns in Kansakunnan olohuone (The Living Room of the
Nation). Sandwiched between the two is Sovinto (Beyond) –
harrowing and documentary-like in its realistic portrayal of a
dysfunctional Finnish family living in Sweden in the 1970s.

union and party worker. While Svinalängoma was her first
major literary success, earning her the August Prize for
Literature, she has gone on to participate in the editing of
several non-fiction anthologies, to write another novel and a
children’s book, and, in 2012, to witness publication of her
searing combination of personal memoir and critique of the
current state of Swedish society – Oktober I Fattig-Sverige
(October in Swedish Deprivation).

As a film, Sovinto has been widely acknowledged in
international film festivals as well as in Sweden, where it was
nominated for numerous Guldbagge awards and won Best
While made in Sweden, with a Swedish cast that includes
Director honors for August and Best Supporting Actress for
Noomi Rapace of Girl with the Dragon Tattoo fame, and
Mäenpää. (Virtanen was nominated as Best Supporting Actor,
directed expertly by Swedish actress-turned-director Pernilla
as well, but did not win.) Sovinto was also Sweden’s entry for
August, the engine of the film is the alcohol-plagued
Best Foreign Language Film in the 2012 Academy Awards.
relationship between the Finnish parents, played brilliantly by Sovinto is 99 minutes in length, is in Swedish and Finnish with
Outi Mäenpää and Ville Virtanen. The effects of their
English subtitles and is rated K-15 (for mature audiences only,
destructive dance of death on their two children, especially
due to language, alcohol use, violence and abuse). This film
their now-adult daughter (Rapace), give structure to the film.
will be shown on February 27 at 7:30 p.m. at the Swedish
Sovinto is based on the 2006 novel Svinalängoma (Sikalat) by Cultural Center and will be repeated on March 1 at 2:00 p.m. in
Susanna Alakoski, who was born in Vaasa, Finland, but moved the same location. A donation of $5.00 is requested at the door.
to Ystad, Sweden, as a child, where she experienced first-hand “Films from Finland” is a continuing program of Finlandia
some of the damaging effects of displacement that she later
Foundation Seattle Chapter in furtherance of its mission to
writes about. Her own work life included labor in a fish factory, foster Finnish art and culture in its service area.
but she eventually became a social worker, refugee coordinator,

MUSIC OF NORTHERN FINLAND HEADLINED IN
2013 ‘MOSTLY NORDIC’ CONCERT SERIES
The multi-talented PKH Trio will bring
the music of Swedish-speaking
Ostrobothnian Finland to the concert
stage at the Nordic Heritage Museum
on March 10 at 4:00 p.m.
In fact, “multi-talented” scarcely does
justice to this group of young
musicians. Among its members, PiaKarin Helsing (from whose initials the
group takes its name) sings and plays
cello and violin, Görel Särs plays
accordion, piano and guitar, and Cay
Nyqvist composes and plays clarinet
and percussion.
The PKH Trio program, called “Birch
Bark and Bothnian Breezes,” combines
the folk traditions of Ostrobothnia with
classical masterworks.
Opening the popular “Most Nordic”
series on February 10 is a program from
Iceland, “Lava on Ice,” featuring
violinist Elf Rún Kristinsdóttir,
February/March 2013

accompanied by local pianist Deborah
Dewey. The former is winner of the
Grand Prize in the 2006 J.S. Bach
Competition in Leipzig and of the
European Council’s Pro Europa
incentive award. She is currently
concertmaster of Akademie für Alte
Musik Berlin. Ms. Dewey is winner of
the KMS Resident Artist Competition.
The two will play works by Icelandic
and German composers.
Following the Finnish concert in March
are performances spotlighting
performers and music representing
other Nordic countries. On April 7, the
Pacific Rims Percussion Quartet will
carry the banner for Denmark, but also
include the work of Finnish modernist
Kaija Saariaho. Making her U.S. debut
on May 5 is Swedish soprano Lena
Moėn, with fellow-Swede Lena
Johnson providing piano
accompaniment, in a program of music
finlandiafoundationseattle.com

by Swedish composers.Winding up the
series on June 2 are dual pianists, IngerKristine Riber from Norway and Erika
Lux from Germany.Their selections are
for one-piano, four-hands and draw
primarily from a Norwegian repertoire.
Artistic Director Lisa Bergman notes
that “this is a unique opportunity to
sample the many moods of the Nordic
landscape without buying an airline
ticket.” She adds that there is also an
opportunity to sample the foods of the
North countries through smorgasbords
that follow each of the concerts. Tickets
are available for the five concert series
with food, single concerts with food, or
single tickets with concert only. For
tickets or additional information,
contact the Nordic Heritage Museum at
206.789.5707 x 10, at
www.nordicmuseum.org or at 3014
NW 67th Street in Seattle.
FFSC Newsletter
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Films from Finland
2013

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm in the Swedish
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.
February 27/March 1 Sovinto (Beyond), 2010, 96 minutes, K-15.
While nominally a Swedish film, this film version of Susanna Alakoski’s novel, Sikalat, is the harrowing account of an alcoholplagued Finnish family living in Sweden and the after-effects on the adult daughter. Outi Mäenpää and Ville Virtanen are
outstanding as the tragic parents.

March 27/29 Kansakunnan olohuone (The Living Room of the Nation), 2009, 74 minutes, K-3.
This documentary opens a view to the lives of ordinary Finns by literally going into six of their living rooms and listening to
them tell their stories in all their variety. Winner of 2010 Jussi for Best Documentary.
April 24/26 Le Havre, 2011, 89 minutes, S.
Finnish director Aki Kaurismäki`s most recent film was made in France with a largely French cast, but he brings along two of
his favorite females from Finland—Kati Outinen and Elina Salo—in this wondrous tale of the effects of one illegal immigrant
boy on those who befriend him.
May 22/24 Mosku, 2003, 129 minutes, K-11.
Based on the life story of Aleksi Hihnavaara, the legendary porokeisari (reindeer czar) of Lapland in the pre-World War II
period, this bio-film is a largely admiring look at its controversial subject, played by Kai Lehtinen.
June 26/28 Miesten vuoro (Steam of Life), 2010, 81 minutes, K-3.
Like Kansakunnan olohuone in March, this film documents the lives of everyday Finns. However, this time the men get the
stage to themselves, and the stage is an array of saunas, where, through the steam, they tell of their happiness and heartache.
July and August Contact Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
September 25/27 Joki (The River), 2001, 106 minutes, K-11.
Jarmo Lampela won Jussi awards for both his screenplay and direction of this moving slice-of-life film about the intersecting lives of
people in a small Finnish city during one Saturday morning. Jussis for Best Film, Best Editing and Best Sound, plus nominations in
three other categories.
October 23/25 Kovasikajuttu (The Punk Syndrome), 2012, 85 minutes, S.
Popular with audiences and critics alike in Finland, this is the true story of the country’s most hard-core rock band, Pertti Kurikan
Nimipäivät, and its members, who are all developmentally delayed. The audience sees them off-stage and on, in all their highs and
lows. Truly unique.
November 27/29 Hiljaisuus (Silence), 2011, 107 minutes, K-13.
This unusual and powerful film, set in the waning weeks of the Continuation War, focuses on a small Finnish team at a casualty
evacuation center who prepare bodies to be sent home from the front. Winner of four Jussi awards and nominated for three others,
including Best Picture.
December Contact Swedish Cultural Center at www.swedishculturalcenter.org.

Your donations help make this newsletter possible!
Our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following donors:
Sirpa & John Brock
Linda Dunn
Karen Koon & Brad Edwards
Saima Hyppa
Lea Jorgenson
Mr. & Mrs.Tom Kangas
Liisa Keranen
Esko Männistö
FFSC Newsletter

Aini & Fred Messmer
Satu & Jussi Mikkola
Ruth Petrich
Joanne & Larry Rehkopf
Alina Rossano
Hakan & Deborah Rudback
Doris & Dale Snow
Tuulevi Syrijakari
FFSC@finns.org
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LOCAL ART NOTES

Contributed by: Gary London

The new year is off to a busy start for Seattle-based Finnish-American soprano Maria Männistö, who
was Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year in 2007. On January 29, she was one of twenty Seattle
artists to sing in “Beck’s Songreader” – an event that was sponsored by local radio station KEXP in the
Royal Room. Ten days later, on February 8, Maria is featured soloist with Seattle Modern Orchestra in
Pierre Boulez’s “Le marteau sans maître” at Poncho Hall, Cornish School of the Arts. A week from
then, on February 15 at 10:00 p.m., she will perform “Brettl-leider” (Cabaret Songs) by Arnold
Schoenberg with musicians from the Seattle Symphony in the Benaroya Hall Grand Lobby. She returns
to Benaroya Hall on May 2 at 7:30 p.m. and May 4 at 8:00 p.m., joining the Symphony in Joseph
Haydn’s “Mass in B-flat major.” Maria will also be traveling to Pasadena for the Finlandia Foundation National 60th
Anniversary Gala Concert on March 23 at 6:00 p.m. With this whirlwind of activity, she also finds time to sing with the
Tudor Choir, which has concerts on March 9 and April 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Church.
The recently-concluded, third annual Nordic Lights Film Festival, jointly sponsored by the Seattle
International Film Festival and
the Nordic Heritage Museum, featured Finland generously. The adult wartime drama, Hiljaisuus (Silence)
was balanced nicely with the children’s film, Muumi ja vaarallinen juhannus (Moomin and Midsummer
Madness), which was shown twice. The American-made and highly popular documentary on the Finnish educational
system, The Finland Phenomenon, had a showing. This mini-festival – held over a weekend – also had films from the
other four Nordic countries.
Kristian London’s translation, Nights of Awe, of Harri Nykänen’s Ariel, has been cited by World Literature
Today as one of 75 Notable Translations of 2012. This crime novel, the first in a series whose Jewish
protagonist is a Helsinki police investigator, was published in translation by Bitter Lemon Press in March.
It first appeared in Finnish in 2004. Kristian has recently returned to Seattle after living in Finland for
more than a dozen years.
The featured children’s book at Nordic Heritage Museum’s February 7 “Nordic Stories” is Mauri
Kunnas’s Ricky, Rocky, and Ringo’s Colourful Day. This free monthly series, which runs from 10:00 a.m.
to 11:00 a.m., features a story and a craft project for pre-schoolers and their adult companions. Kunnas is
Finland’s most popular and prolific children’s author/illustrator, having written some forty books,
translated into thirty languages, totaling some seven million copies sold.

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
Are you ready to go paperless? Do you wonder what the newsletter
looks like in color? If either of these applies to you, consider
requesting a trial copy of our PDF newsletter via e mail link. If you find
that you enjoy this mode of delivery, you may change your
subscription from paper to electronic delivery. To receive your trial,
simply e mail ffsceditor@ymail.com with “FFSC NL Trial” in the
subject line. No message is necessary, but input is always welcome!
Kiitos!

Editor Taina
February/March 2013
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The Kalevala for All Ages
By: Mia Spangenberg

The Literary
Corner

This Christmas I received a translation of The Kalevala
new to me. I had three copies of Finland’s national epic
already: a Finnish version, an English version, and even
a children’s version, Koirien Kalevala (The Dog’s
Kalevala), illustrated and written by Mauri Kunnas, in
which the dogs of Kalevala are pitted against the wolves
of Pohjola. Venerated around the world, the epic is one
of the most accessible works of Finnish literature
available in English and provides insight into Finnish
values and character. Even so, could I possibly need yet
another copy on my burgeoning bookshelves?
After my family and I had all opened our presents, I
picked up the book again to examine it more closely.
This prose version for children, with the full title The
Kalevala: Tales of Magic and Adventure (2009), was
written by Kirsti Mäkinen, of the National Board of
Education of Finland, illustrated by Pirkko-Liisa
Surojegin and translated by Kaarina
Brooks. I was immediately struck by
the beautiful illustrations of the
heroes, heroines and mythical
creatures, and the fact that the book
bore a proud stamp signifying it as
winner of the 2009 Aesop Prize of
the Children’s Folklore Society, part
of the nationally renowned American
Folklore Society. I was beginning to
think I should give my mother-in-law
more credit for this purchase.
The book is marketed towards
readers 10 years and older, but the

seemingly simple prose style brings the story to life with
the help of artful illustrations and poetic verse
punctuating the text. To be honest, I’ve always been
intimidated by the folk poetry meter of The Kalevala,
known as the “kalevalameter,” where each line has
eight beat and four trochees. Over a 1,000 years old,
the kalevalameter is to be revered and preserved as a
unique adaption to an oral tradition where beats and
repetition helped singers to remember the story and
pass it along, but it doesn’t make for light reading. In
our day and age, we are used to prose that moves
confidently from one sentence to the next, and one
topic to the next. So on an evening not long after
Christmas, I was curled up in the armchair by the fire
and thoroughly engrossed, even though the characters
and stories are very familiar to me. I laughed at
Joukahainen’s posturing against Väinämöinen, bristled
at Lemminkäinen’s wily ways, and enjoyed the
grandeur of Ilmarinen and the
daughter of Pohjola’s marriage.
This book is a testament to the
continued magic and power of The
Kalevala, and the desire to preserve it
for a new generation of readers. It
succeeds in doing so by bringing The
Kalevala into the new millennium in
an accessible prose edition that
attracts readers of all ages and is
comforting in its familiarity.

(Calendar continued from page #2)

Mar. 31
Apr. 1
Apr. 1
Apr. 10

7:30 PM

Apr. 24

6:30 PM

Summer time (BST) begins/Finland, +1 hour (Kesäaika alkaa)
April Fool's Day (Aprillipäivä)
FFSC Scholarship and Grant Deadline. finlandiafoundationseattle.com
for info.
Robert Goldstein, author of Riding with Reindeer slide show & talk.
Hors d'oeuvres, dinner for $10.
2013-2014 FFSC Board Elections immediately preceding the April Films
from Finland presentation

Leif Ericksen
Lodge
SCC

* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,
8504 13th Avenue NW, Seattle
* Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,
1920 Dexter Avenue N, Seattle
* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle meet on first and third Sundays from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Nordic Heritage Museum,
3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle
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FINFO
A Compendium of Facts for Fanciers of Finland
By: Gary London
1. Percentage of Finns twelve years or older who regularly read print newspapers or
magazines. 95
2. Percentage of the above who regularly read digital newspapers or magazines. 60
3. Respective numbers of Finnish speakers in Russia in 2002 and in 2012. 51,891 and 38,873
4. Number of hunters in Finland under the age of 18. 12,500 (or 4% of total hunters)
5. Date on which population of Helsinki reached 600,000. August 17, 2012
6. Average number of kilos by which Finnish men are overweight. 6.4
7. Average number of kilos by which Finnish women are overweight. 4.6
8. Percentage of Finnish students who choose English as their first foreign language. 90
9. Number of students in Helsinki public schools who began studying Russian in 2010. 9
10. Respective numbers of Finnish business enterprises in Estonia in 2005 and 2012. 1,738
and 4,069
11. Percentage of Finnish entrepreneurs between the ages of 15 and 34. 20
12. Rank of 2012 in number of tickets to Finnish films sold in Finland in a single year. 1
13. Number of tickets sold in Finland in 2012 to Risto Räppääjä and viilea Venla (Ricky
Rapper and Cool Wendy). 310,000
14. Number of tickets sold in Finland in 2012 to Puhdistus (Purge) – the film version of Sofi
Oksanen’s international best-seller. 210,000
15. Number of years by which life expectancy of Finnish men exceeds that of men in Karjala
(Karelia). 19
16. Percentage by which men in Karjala exceed men in Finland in smoking. 37
17. Number of years a painting by renowned Finnish artist Helene Schjerfbeck remained
undiscovered because another painting by her was sewn over it. 120
18. Number of foreign dentists licensed to practice in Finland in 2012. 67
19. Number of dentists graduating from Finnish institutions in 2012. 49
20. Number of Finnish players on Russia’s Continental Hockey League teams. 49

Compiled by Gary London. Sources: All the following from Helsingin Sanomat: 1 and 2
(9/18/12, A9), 3 (9/17/12, A4), 4 (9/23/12, A3), 5 (8/24/12, A11), 6 and 7 (9/4/12, D1), 8
(9/10/12, A6), 9 (9/4/12, A3), 10 (9/3/12, B3), 11 (8/20/12/ B3), 12, 13 and 14 (12/31/12,
OL), 15 and 16 (9/13/12, A5), 17 (9/18/12, C3), 18 and 19 (9/12/12, A4). Metro (8/29/12,
15) for 20.
February/March 2013
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Katrilli News

The Nordic Heritage
Museum's Yulefest is
By: JoAnne Rudo
one of Katrilli's favorite
festivals. Traditionally, we begin our performance with a
processional of Lucia girls and star-boys followed by Katrilli
members, all holding lit candles. The girls in their white
gowns with sparkling silver garlands in their hair always
look beautiful. The star-boys proudly hold their stars as
high as they can so that the audience can see the stars
amongst all the girls. Of course, the children are always
the crowd pleaser and get the most enthusiastic applause.
After Katrilli's performance, the children and families come
on the stage when we teach some easy dances. Every year,
we wonder if there will be enough room on the stage to
accommodate the energetic children. So far, no one has
fallen off the stage!
In December, we did a Lucia processional with
story telling for the Seattle Children's Museum. Since the
Museum is geared for young kids, many of our Lucia
gowns were way too long for the little girls. Fortunately,
pins and tape prevented any unwanted tripping on the
long dresses. The parents were delighted to see their
children parading through the museum and many photos
were taken.
The first week of December, Katrilli performed and

taught some dances for the popular Swedish Club's
monthly pancake breakfast. Since the breakfast is very
crowded, it is sometimes a challenge to find room to
perform.
Katrilli, along with friends, had 45 people attend
the New Year's celebration at the Russian Center. The
Center gives an amazing party with bountiful food,
entertainment, decorations and, of course, great music for
dancing. There was a dance contest and the three winners
all came from our group. The theme this year was a
masquerade, and everyone had wonderful and creative
masks. Bert Carlson's International Band played and the
dance floor was always full. It was a very fine way to usher
in the New Year!
Katrilli members have faced some challenges
recently. We have had the flu, Bells Palsy, hip
replacement, colds, broken ankles, infections and other
owies that we would rather do without. Fortunately, we
are all on the mend and look forward to another year of
camaraderie and dancing.
We wish for you a healthy New Year with lots of
opportunities to enjoy Finnish traditions, culture and
dance! Come join us on Sundays from 5:00-7:00 pm at the
Swedish Club in Seattle. We promise that we will not be
contagious—except for contagious fun!

Word Puzzle
Comfort Food Word Search
Find the 14 comfort foods hidden
somewhere in our puzzle. Words may
be horizontal, vertical or diagonal, and
either forwards or backward.
hernekeitto (Pea Soup)
karjalanpiirakka (Karelian Pastry)
kiisseli (Fruit Soup)
korvapuusti (Cinnamon Rolls)
lihapyorykoita (Meatballs)
makaronilaatikko (Macaroni Casserole)
munkki (Jelly Doughnut)
mustikkakeitto (Blueberry Soup)
omenapiirakka (Finnish Apple Pie)
pannukakku (Finnish Oven Pancake)
porkkanalaatiko (Finnish Carrot Casserole)
pulla (Cardamom Bread)
pyttipannu (Mixed Hash)
vispipuuro (Air Pudding)
FFSC Newsletter
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Damp, dark days call for… comfort foods! Tilliliha is a rich aromatic stew infused with dill (probably the most commonly used herb
in Finnish cuisine). Paired with the Finnish staple of perfectly boiled new potatoes, what could be more comforting? Well, perhaps
some chocolate dessert might do the trick. Suklaakiisseli is a chocolatey mousse-like, not-too-sweet treat that has the added benefit
of being gluten-free. Are you hungry yet?

Enjoy!
Meat Stew with Dill (Tilliliha)
3 pounds boneless lamb, pork or beef
1 ½ tsp. salt
1 ½ tsp. coarsely ground pepper
Approximately 2 Tbsp. olive oil, divided
½ onion (halved through core to other end), sliced thinly
5 cups beef broth
1 cup baby carrots or 3 carrots cut into 2-inch chunks
1 Tbsp. fresh dill
1 small bay leaf
¼ c. flour
4 tsp. vinegar
1 Tbsp. sugar
Drizzle enough olive oil into a large pot or dutch oven to cover the bottom. Sprinkle almost all the salt and pepper over the cubed
meat and toss lightly. Reserve a pinch each of salt and pepper for the onion. Brown the cubed meat over medium-high heat, in
batches, until all has been browned (add olive to bottom of pan between batches if needed). After the last batch of meat has been
removed from the pan, drizzle more olive oil in the hot pan and add onions. Cook onions until translucent. Next, add the broth,
carrots, dill, bay leaf and the browned meat. Bring stew to a boil; reduce heat to low, cover pot, and simmer for at least two hours.
When meat is tender almost to the point of falling apart, remove 2 cups of broth from the pot and whisk in flour, vinegar, and sugar
until mixture is smooth, removing any lumps. Add mixture back to pot and cook stew over medium heat until the broth thickens,
about 15 minutes. Serve with boiled or mashed potatoes and garnish with additional dill.
Recipe submitted by: Rita Vermala-Koski
Old Fashioned Chocolate Dessert (Vanhanaikainen suklaakiisseli)
3 ⅓ c. milk
4 Tbsp. potato flour
3 Tbsp. of cocoa powder (or more if you like it stronger).
I use the lighter kind of cocoa powder – not quite dark…
2 Tbsp. vanilla sugar (granulated)
3 Tbsp. sugar
Mix all ingredients in a saucepan. Bring to a boil, reduce heat, stirring constantly until thickened.
Do not allow to continue boiling. Pour into a bowl and sprinkle with a little sugar. Serve as
dessert, warm or cold with cream (1 part whole milk + 1 part cream) or milk. Can be accompanied
by small almond cookies.
Recipe submitted by: Eva Männistö

Taina’s Tip:

Taina’s Tip:

Taina’s Tip:

If you will be cubing your own
meat, make sure your knife is
sharp and put your meat in
the freezer for 20-30 minutes
before you cube it.

Refrigerate stew before
thickening. Fat can then be
easily removed for a
healthier dish. Flour, vinegar
and sugar may be whisked
into cold broth and then
added to pot to be reheated
together.

To help prevent lumps, use a
fine mesh sieve to add the dry
ingredients to hot milk or
other hot liquids.

.
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Eva’s Tip:
Use generous measuring
spoonfuls of the sugar and
cocoa when preparing the
suklaakiisseli.
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The 37th Annual Kalevala Day Festival
March 3, 2013 2 PM at the Nordic Heritage Museum in Seattle
The traditional 37th Annual Kalevala Day Festival will focus on Sibelius, with choir music, solo
performances and a special lecture on Sibelius.
The lecture will be given by Glenda Dawn Goss, the current Finlandia
Foundation Lecturer Of the Year (LOY) 2012. Glenda Goss is a prominent
Sibelius scholar and musicologist who currently teaches at the Sibelius Academy
in Helsinki.
A native of St. Simons Island, one of Georgia’s Golden Isles, she studied
musicology at the Université libre de Bruxelles with François Lesure and Robert
Wangermée and continued her studies at the University of North Carolina, where
she completed a Ph.D. in musicology with a dissertation on the Renaissance
composer Benedictus Appenzeller, the leading court musician for the Habsburg
regent, Queen Mary of Hungary. She first taught Renaissance culture and music
at the University of Georgia. In 1989, intrigued by the Sibelius presented in the
correspondence of a New York music critic, she uprooted herself and moved to
Finland for a year. It was the beginning of a long immersion. She learned
Swedish and Finnish, and eventually became Editor-in-Chief of the team creating
the critical edition of Sibelius’ works in the 1990s. She taught at the University of
Helsinki (1995–96) as a Fulbright professor. In 1998 she accepted an invitation
to join the critical editing project, Jean Sibelius Works, and served as the project’s
editor-in-chief from 2000 to 2004. Currently she teaches at the Sibelius Academy
in Helsinki, Finland.
Glenda Goss is the author or editor of a number of respected books and articles on topics ranging from Renaissance music
to music in the United States and scholarly editing. She has written about and performed the works of George Antheil,
Bohuslav Martinů, and Igor Stravinsky.
In the area of Sibelius studies her contributions belong among the most important scholarship on this composer… Her
book, Jean Sibelius and Olin Downes: Music, Friendship, Criticism (Northeastern Univ. 1995) was reviewed by Joseph
Horowitz in the Times Literary Supplement. Jean Sibelius: A Guide to Research (Garland, 1998) was selected as the
Outstanding Reference Book of the Year by the Music Library Association, whose jury described the Guide as “the Bible
of Sibelius studies.” In 2009 her biography, Sibelius: A Composer’s Life and the Awakening of Finland, was published by
the University of Chicago Press.
Goss is the recipient of numerous research awards from such organizations as The American-Scandinavian Foundation,
the Paul Sacher Stiftung in Basel, Switzerland, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. She has also been
honored with two Sibelius medals: Medal No. 17 (1996), awarded by the Sibelius Society of Hämeenlinna, Finland; and
the Sibelius medal awarded by the Sibelius Society of Finland (1997, and designed by Finnish sculptress Eila Hiltunen).
In 1998 Goss received the Phi Kappa Award for contributions to American music. In the year 2000, she was given the
Vincent Duckles Award.
Fellow Musicologist, Howard Pollack, dedicated his article, Samuel Barber, Jean Sibelius, and the Making of an
American Romantic to Goss. The article appeared in Music Quarterly, vol. 84
th

Please join us for the 37 Annual Kalevala Day Festival, March 3, 2013 to
listen to Sibelius in Music, Songs and Words!

By: Eva Mannisto
Sources: Wikipedia, Finlandia Foundation National website
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Scenes From the 2012 Independence Day
Dinner and Dance

Counter-clockwise from top right:
JoAnne Rudo and Marja Hall; A well-attended celebration;
Maria Männistö, Katja Kupari and Johanna Männistö;
Magnus Carlson and Janina Georgiu; Olavi and Markus
Hiukka; past recipients of the Finlandia Foundation
President or Vice-President’s award
Above:
Gary London receives the Vice President’s Award from
JoAnne Rudo
Photos submitted by: Ron Karjala and Esko Männistö
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Vice President’s Award Presented at 2012
Independence Day Dinner and Dance
This past December, at the 2012 Independence Day Dinner and Dance, JoAnne Rudo presented the Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter Vice President's Award to FFSC President, Gary London. Following is a transcript of
the speech that Rudo made during the presentation.
It has been my privilege to serve under two amazing Presidents, Rita Koski and, for two terms, Gary London.
Gary has been President of FFSC for many years. He has given his time and soul to the organization. After
so much time and effort, he retired from being President. Rita took over the helm and eventually, she also retired.
Gary was cajoled and pleaded with every possible moment with hopes of convincing him to return to the board
and serve as President. He miraculously agreed to serve only one more year... That was two years ago.
Gary not only has been a backbone of the Foundation, but he is also a fountain of knowledge of Finnish
literature and visual arts. Gary is instrumental in organizing the Finnish Film Festival held here at the Swedish
Center once a month. He is on the committee that previews the films and selects them, and then reviews them
for the FFSC Newsletter. If you are not a member of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, I recommend you
become a member, if no other reason, to read Gary's excellent commentaries about the films. During the
showings of the films, Gary will also be busy preparing refreshments for the audience.
Speaking of the newsletter, it is one of the best newsletters around. Again, it has a lot to do with Gary's
skills in writing so many of the articles. Gary is a humble man and recently requested that some of his articles not
have a byline as he did not want anyone to think that he was writing just to have his name in print. We can
assure you, Gary, that we appreciate your well-written and interesting articles and we do not mind one bit if you
have a byline!
Being President of FFSC takes a lot of time and commitment, yet Gary is ever-present in the Finnish
community. If there's a Finnish concert, he is there; a book with a Finnish theme, he is there; a lecture regarding
Finland, he is there. I am not sure if Gary sleeps very much as he works promoting and supporting the learning of
the Finnish language, its literature, culture, and traditions.
What's also amazing about Gary is that he isn't Finnish, but he truly is an honorary Finn. He speaks
Finnish fluently and wherever he is, there is a bit of Finland. His Finnish leanings have been helped by his equally
impressive wife, Kaisa, who is Finnish! Their ties to Finland are very strong and they spend as much time as
possible at their home in Finland. They have also, warmly and generously, hosted countless Finnish students and
performers in their Seattle home.
Two years ago, when I approached Gary for serving again as President, he said that Kaisa would
probably divorce him if he did. I spoke to Kaisa and she agreed that FFSC was important to Gary. She graciously
consented that if Gary agreed, he could serve as President again and she would not divorce him. I am happy to
report that they are still married. Thank you, Kaisa, for sharing your husband all these years!
Gary is attempting to retire again from being President of the Seattle chapter of the Finlandia
Foundation, so it is even more fitting to honor this really nice man who has given so much to the Finnish
community and who wears his trademark Marimekko shirts with so much style… Gary, it has been a privilege to
work with you these past years and it gives me great pleasure to present you with the 2012 VP award.

2013-2014 Board Elections
Wednesday April 24, 2013
6:30 PM at the
Swedish Cultural Center
Our 2013 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding
the Films from Finland presentation.
Please submit nominees or address any questions to:
FFSC Nominating Committee
PO Box 75052, Seattle WA 98175
or by email to: FFSC@finns.org
FFSC Newsletter
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News From National
Gala Celebrates 60th Anniversary of Finlandia Foundation National
Finlandia Foundation National (FFN), the premier network of Finnish-American organizations in the United States, will celebrate its
60th anniversary at a gala dinner and concert on Saturday, March 23, 2013 at The Westin Pasadena in Pasadena, CA.
The 60th Anniversary Gala and Concert will feature a keynote speech by Her Excellency Ritva Koukku-Ronde, The Ambassador of
Finland to the United States. A concert by FFN Performers of the Year will follow.
Additional events will be held at the Fenyes Mansion, the former Paloheimo home that once served as the Finnish Consulate; it is
now the Pasadena Museum of History. FFN Lecturer of the Year Glenda Dawn Goss will present “Jean Sibelius and Finland’s
National Awakening” at 7 p.m., Friday, March 22, and there will be complimentary tours of the birthplace of the FFN and
the Finnish Folk Art Museum, 3-5 p.m., Saturday, March 23.
For details phone the FFN office at 626-795-2081 or email office@finlandiafoundation.org
Summer Music Camp Focuses on Finnish Instruction Methods
Instrumental music students in grades six through 12 can experience Finland’s widely acclaimed instruction methods taught by
Finnish and American faculty at Soiva International Music Camp, June 22-30, 2013 in Moorhead, Minnesota.
The program was founded in 2008 and is sponsored by Finlandia Foundation National (FFN), the premier network of FinnishAmerican organizations in the United States. Attended by students of piano, violin, viola, flute and clarinet from Finland and the
U.S., the nine-day Soiva Camp is held on the campus of Concordia College in West Central Minnesota. Composition and
improvisation techniques are also a part of the curriculum.
For more information about music education in Finland, Soiva International Music Camp and an application go
to www.finlandiafoundation.org/Soiva.

The Tanhuajat
Finnish Folk Dancers

invite you to
Laskiaispulla Party / folk dance practice
(Finnish version of Mardi Gras)
on Saturday, Feb. 9, from 4 PM to 6 PM
(our regular practice time)
at Maki Hall, Finnish Lutheran Church,
8504 13th Avenue Northwest, Seattle

Laskiaispullat and coffee will be served
Donations welcome
Contact Sirkku 206-618-3219 ~ LuAnn 206-243-8990
Ken 206-789-8317
February/March 2013
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Solution to puzzle from pg. #11







New Advanced Finnish Class session: February 11- April 15,
7:00-8:30 pm. For information, visit our web site or contact
Jenni Salmi at jenni.salmi@gmail.com .Please include “FFSC
Finnish” in the email subject line.
This past fall, Jussi Mikkola attended the seventh full session
of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament as a delegate
representing three Seattle organizations, including FFSC. His
report is available on our web site
The Aatsinki Season brings you, the participant, face to face
with the challenges of being a reindeer herder in Finnish
Lapland. What kind of herder would you be, and how would
you manage your reindeer and the land? The Aatsinki Season
highlights how the seemingly distant difficulties of the herding
lifestyle are, in fact, the same struggles faced by agricultural
communities around the world, all while providing opportunities
for you to take action and help families like the Aatsinkis, both
in Finland and around the world. This project, sponsored by
Finlandia Foundation National can be experienced at
aatsinkiseason.com (use Google Chrome to open, Explorer
does not work). The site for the movie made of this project is
arcticcowboys.com (can be viewed with Explorer).

Dear Members,
Please let us know about your
family celebrations. Has there been a
birth, graduation or wedding that
you would like to share? We’d love
to rejoice with you!
Just email the information to:
ffsceditor@ymail.com or mail to:
FFSC
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052

FFSC Newsletter
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Finnish Lutheran Church
8504 13th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117
Telephone: 206 789 0864
Pastor: Kaarlo Pöllänen
e-mail: kaarlopollanen@hotmail.com
Services:
Every Sunday, 10 AM
Office hours: Tuesday, 6-8 PM ,
Thursday, 9-11 AM
Sunday School the second Sunday of each month
Regarding Church matters, please call:
Kaarlo Pöllänen
425 614 5447
Heikki Männistö
425 603 0517
Donations: For people in need. You can bring items to FLC Entrance Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard
Food Bank. Non perishable food. THANK YOU!
“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he has done.” Proverbs
19:17

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH !
The United Finnish Kaleva
Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11
Seattle, WA 98117
“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus”
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love”

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.
The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.
Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com
or
Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net
for further information.

Please note, the deadline for the April/May
Edition of the Newsletter is March 8, 2013.
All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,
and at the discretion of the Editor.
February/March 2013
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JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)
THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION
Single $25/yr

Couple/Family $30/yr

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr

Senior Couple $25/yr

Supporting $55

Lifetime $350

Dues:

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter

Name:______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________

Dues Enclosed

$________

____________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________

My donation to the
FFSC Grant &
Scholarship fund

$ ________

E-Mail: _____________________________________________

Newsletter donation:

$ ________

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a
donor to FFSC.

Total Enclosed **

$ ________

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 New / Returning Member
 Renewal—Address Same as Label

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above)

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0052
** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation.

To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY
ADVERTISEMENTS
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation centered around the Pacific
Northwest, the majority are in the Puget Sound region, but are also as
far away as the eastern US. Consider placing your ad in the FFSC
Newsletter. Contact FFSC (see page 3) for more details—or email
FFSC@finns.org
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif)
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS
Publisher 2000 format. Checks should be made payable to Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC).
2 “ column $22 /issue
3” column $33 /issue
1/4 page $44 / issue
1/2 page $66 / issue
Full page $99 / issue

$60 / 3 issues
$95 / 3 issues
$125 / 3 issues
$185 / 3 issues
$288 / 3 issues

$115 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$232 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr )
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr )

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising
manager— (see page 3 for details).
FFSC Newsletter
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FFSC
UNCLASSIFIEDS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4
lines of copy (~40 characters per
line).
$1 per line thereafter.
Commercial rates: $15 minimum
(~40 characters per line ) $5 /
line thereafter.
Send checks or money order (no
cash please) to:

FFSC UNClassifieds
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175
Please note newsletter deadlines
on page 3.
February/March 2013
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