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Dec. 4

10:00AM

Dec. 4

7:00PM

Dec. 6

6:00PM

Dec. 7

10:00AM

Kantele Mass with pastor Marita Toivonen

Dec. 7

Dec. 13

1:00PM3:00PM
11:00AM1:00PM
3:30PM

Dec. 13

7:30PM

Dec. 14

10:00AM

Children’s Christmas in Scandinavia features a Santa Lucia pageant, a visit from Santa and NHM
Nordic crafts. This event is for children of all ages. There is no registration or fee.
Finnish School Christmas Party at Living Hope Lutheran Church, 7305 208th Ave NE in
Redmond
Finnish Choral Society Christmas concert and dinner. Glögg and traditional Finnish Christ- FLC
mas food will be served.
Finnish fiddle legends Arto and Antti Järvelä will perform at the Phinney Neighborhood
Center. See more details on page 10.
Lucia procession and service with pastor Marita Toivonen
FLC

Dec. 14

12:30PM

Dec. 13

Nordic Stories features Santa’s Littlest Helper Travels the World, a story by Finnish-born NHM
author Anu Stohner. This event is geared for preschool-aged children. There is no registration or fee.
Kauneimmat joululaulut/The Most Beautiful Christmas Songs. Rice pudding and raisin
FLC
soup will be served.
Finnish Independence Day/Suomen Itsenäisyyspäivä. See details for the annual Independence Day Dinner and Dance on page 6. Please note the venue has changed!

Dec. 24

Fiddle workshop with Arto and Antti Järvelä at Dusty Strings
(http://www.dustystrings.com/ )
Christmas eve/Jouluaatto

Dec. 25

Merry Christmas!/Hyvää joulua!

Dec. 25

10:00AM

FLC

Christmas service with pastor Jukka Joensuu

FLC

Dec. 31

New Year’s Eve/Uuden vuoden aatto

Jan. 1

Happy New Year!/Hyvää uutta vuotta!

Jan. 8

FLC

Jan. 25

11:30AM

FFSC Feb./Mar. Newsletter Deadline. Send submissions to: newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com.
Finnish Lutheran Church annual meeting

Jan. 28

7:30PM

Täällä pohjan tähden alla II (Under the North Star II), 2010, 129 minutes, K-13

SC

Jan. 30

2:00PM

Täällä pohjan tähden alla II (Under the North Star II), 2010, 129 minutes, K-13

SC

Feb. 14

Valentine’s Day/Ystävänpäivä

Feb. 25

Tuntematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3

SC

Feb. 27

Tuntematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3

SC

March 1

37th Annual Kalevala Day Festival—Details TBA

NHM

Calendar notes on page 8
Note: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been reported to us.
If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates
and times are always subject to change.
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President’s Message
Recently we lost several members of the Finnish community: Andrejs Udris, Norman
Westerberg, and Aune Linnala. They are eulogized elsewhere in this newsletter, but I
would like to say a few words about Mr. Udris and Mr. Westerberg. Mr. Udris was from
Latvia but nevertheless active in the local Finnish community, dancing with the Katrilli
folk dance group, for example, and participating in many other ways. Just prior to his
passing, Mr. Udris made a very generous financial contribution to the Seattle Chapter of
Finlandia Foundation, a sign of how important the Finnish community was to him. As requested by Mr. Udris, the
funds will be used in part for future FFSC Independence Day dinners - in particular the grand celebration in 2017 - as
well as for events to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Jean Sibelius in 2015. We are truly grateful for the
gift that Mr. Udris gave us.

Mr. Westerberg was active in the Finnish and Nordic communities in so many ways that it is hard to imagine a
part of the community not touched by him. He was Honorary Consul of Finland for many years, President of the
Seattle Finnish Lutheran Church, Chairman of FinnFest 1989, founder of the Finnish American Chamber of
Commerce in the Northwest, cofounder of the Swedish Finn Historical Society, Vice President of the Swedish Club,
President of the Advisory Board of the UW Scandinavian Department, Trustee of the Nordic Heritage Museum, an
active member of the Finnish Choral Society, and much more. His impact on the Finnish community was immense,
and we will certainly miss Norkku.
As part of an attempt to make our Independence Day dinner more accessible to families living on the Eastside, the
FFSC board decided in January to have the event this year at the Mercer Island Congregational Church. Their facilities
suit our needs very well and the location is convenient for guests coming from Seattle and the Eastside. Unfortunately
the church discovered in October that they had double booked the space for December 6th, and so began a scramble to
find another venue for this year’s Independence Day dinner.
As you all hopefully know by now, our Independence Day dinner and dance will this year be at fthe Happy Valley
Grange in Redmond on Saturday, December 6th. Please see our website www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com/iddd for
details. We understand that driving between Seattle and Redmond on a December night may be a challenge for some,
and so we are planning to provide shuttle service from the Finnish Lutheran Church to Redmond and back. Please see
the above mentioned web site for information about using the shuttle.
You might recall that Linnan juhlat – the traditional Independence Day celebration at the Presidential Palace in
Helsinki – was held in Tampere last year because of repairs being made at the President’s residence. That work is now
complete and the President’s Independence Day reception returns to Helsinki, with dancing which was not part of the
event last year.
I hope to see all of you at our Independence Dinner and Dance in Redmond.
Happy Holidays!
FFSC President

Please note, the deadline for the February/March
edition of the Newsletter is January 8, 2015.
All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,
and at the discretion of the Editor.
December/January 2014-2015
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FFSC Finnish Teacher Chris Morris
misses Finnish salmiakki
By Mia Spangenberg

This October, Finland was the guest of honor at
the Frankfurt Book Fair, the largest event of its
kind in the world. Finland pulled out all the stops
to wow the Germans, and with over 7,500 news
clippings about Finland and Finnish authors over
the course of the fair in Germany alone, Finland
received the most media publicity of any guest of
the fair, ever. Finland can now reap the rewards
of book deals for translations of Finnish works in
numerous languages, including English. English
readers can look forward to Rosa Liksom’s Finlandia Prize winning novel Compartment No. 6
(Hytti Nro 6), Katja Kettu’s Midwife (Kätilö), a
historical novel set in WWII Lapland, and Jari
Jarvelä’s crime novel The Girl and the Bomb
(Tyttö ja pommi), among others.

We spent some time with the current FFSC Finnish teacher,
Chris Morris, to learn about what fascinates him about Finland and Finnish. Here’s what he had to say.

As someone who has often been frustrated by
Finnish literature’s inaccessibility to non-Finnish
speakers, I couldn’t be more delighted. Indeed,
more Finnish literature is debuting in English
than ever before, and you can count on many reviews of authors and books in upcoming issues.
Due to space constraints, the profile of author
Johanna Sinisalo will appear in the next issue.
You can also look forward to Gary London’s profile of Seattle resident and board member Jenni
Salmi, who has recently translated Leena Lehtolainen’s Henkivartija (Bodyguard) into English—
it will be available in early December, just in time
for the holidays. Seattle resident Lola Rogers
also continues with translations apace, including
two novels by Riikka Pulkkinen, as well as one
by Johanna Sinisalo. Not least, Finns are riding
the wave of popularity surrounding Scandinavian
crime fiction, and in future issues you may look
forward to reviews of Salla Simukka’s newly
translated trilogy, as well as a recent compilation
of crime stories set in Helsinki, titled Helsinki
Noir.

3. How long have you been teaching Finnish?
I have taught Finnish for two and a half years total, two for
FFSC and a half year for Medio Systems as a private contractor.

May your holidays be merry and filled with good
books!

FFSC Newsletter Editor

1. What is your connection to Finland?
I decided to study Finnish at UW and fell in love with the
language and integration of design within a cultural context.
I was able to participate in CIMO classes the first summer I
was there, and then participated in Suomea Suomessa harjoittelu, which is a program by CIMO in which you apply
for jobs that allow you to practice Finnish in a work environment.
2. How long have you been studying Finnish?
This will be my fifth year studying Finnish; however I studied for three years in a university setting.

4. What do you like the most about the Finnish language?
I love the puzzle aspect of it. The rhythm in the way that
Finnish is spoken has always intrigued me, and I really love
finding a word and seeing how it declines.
5. What do you like the most about Finland?
All of the birch, everywhere. It's a little bit of an obsession
and has made its way into some of my architecture projects
in my program now.
6. When, where and how long did you live in Finland?
What were you doing there?
I lived in Finland for four months total, one and a half
months for the CIMO class in Oulu and two and a half while
working at Lapinlahti,
which is about 60 km
north of Kuopio.
7. What do you think of
the Finnish sauna?
I miss the sauna quite a
bit. It's the most relaxing
thing I've ever encountered.

Continues on page 10
FFSC Newsletter
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Finlandia Foundation Independence Day Dinner and Dance
Saturday, December 6, 6PM
Happy Valley Grange
19720 NE50th St., Redmond, WA98053
6PM Social Hour
7PM Dinner, including complimentary wine
Program and Dance to follow
Dance Music by Pickled Herring Band
Festive attire, national costumes encourgaged!
$45 per person, $15 age 7-13, under 7 free
For more information, contact Ron Karjala
By email: rkarjala@hotmail.com
By phone: 253-874-2232

FFSC would like to express its sincere gratitude
to the late Andrejs Udris for his generous bequest
to support our Independence Day Dinner and Dance events
and the 2015 Sibelius Festival

Thank You to our Grant & Scholarship Donors:
Wayne R. Matta

December/January 2014-2015
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The board of the Finlandia Foundation
Seattle Chapter joins the below members and
friends in wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Ron Karjala and Family ~ Federal Way
Karoliina Kuisma, Sean, Kaisa and Siiri Dawson ~ Seattle
Pentti and Anna-Liisa Rinne ~ Bellevue
Marja Hall ~ Bellevue
Dale and Doris Snow ~ Kirkland
Fred and Aini Messmer ~ Marysville
Sabrina Linnala Price ~ Redmond
Paula Linnala Price ~ Redmond
Mikko, Amy, Johanna, Tuomas, Antti and Elsa Männistö ~ Bellevue
Eva and Heikki Männistö ~ Bellevue
Byron and Liisa Wicks ~ Bellevue
Fran Whitehill ~ Shoreline
Sonny and Lynn B. Wirta ~ Port Orchard
Gary and Kaisa London ~ Seattle
Mia Spangenberg, Karl and Vera Themer ~ Seattle
UFKBS #11 Seattle Lodge
Finnish Choral Society
Finnish Lutheran Church
Katrilli Finnish Folk Dancers
Tanhuajat Finnish Folk Dancers
United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters, Lodge 11
University of Washington Finnish Studies Program
Seattlen Soumi Koulu/ Finnish School of Seattle

FFSC Newsletter

Page 8

LOCAL ART NOTES
Contributed by: Gary London
The 2015 series of “Films from Finland” begins with five selections that mark the 75 th anniversary of the end of the Winter War.
Though they do not deal exclusively with that 105-day struggle to maintain Finnish independence, they honor the memory of the
men on the front lines, the women in the Lotta Svärd auxiliary who assisted them, those on the home front who did their work, and
the children sent abroad for safety during the period from 1939 to 1944. See the accompanying film schedule for details about the
films.
The Nordic Stories program for pre-schoolers and their grownups at the Nordic Heritage Museum features a book by Finnish-born
author Anu Stohner on December 4 at 10:00 a.m. Santa’s Little Helper Travels the W orld is one of a number of children’s books
representing a collaboration between Stohner, who now lives in Munich, and German illustrator Heinrike Wilson. Their 2005 book,
Brave Charlotte, won a New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book award. Nordic Stories, a free monthly program at the
Museum, offers children an opportunity for crafts along with a story.
Maria Männistö will be returning to Seattle from her home in Ghent to sing as soprano soloist in the final year of the Kent StowellMaurice Sendak production of “The Nutcracker” at Pacific Northwest Ballet from November 28 to December 28. Maria, who has
sung Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker” music with PNB on repeated occasions, will return as soloist in May and June when the ballet
company dances to Carl Orff’s “Carmina Burana,” with choreography by Stowell.
Can there be a busier translator than Seattle’s own Lola Rogers? Her most recent translation, The Blood of Angels, released by
Peter Owen Publishers in October, is of Johanna Sinisalo’s 2011 dystopian novel, Enkelten verta. Part science fiction, part
ecological warning, part family drama, The Blood of A ngels is described by Publisher’s W eekly as “impressive” and predicts that
“the reader will be moved to contemplate the unforeseen ways that each generation influences the next.” Lola’s translations of the
Sinisalo book and of Rosa Liksum’s Hytti No. 6 were supported by grants from English PEN Translates – a program to encourage
the translation of books of outstanding merit and cultural significance that might not otherwise be available in English. Caution:
prospective purchasers should be aware that there are a half dozen or so books that bear the title Blood of Angels, so be sure to
check the author.
The centerpiece of Seattle Symphony concerts on November 6 and 8 was Finnish composer/conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen’s Violin
Concerto, with Jennifer Koh as the dazzling soloist. This work, known for its demands on the violinist, who is required to play its
intricate passages during virtually the entire concerto, was written and premiered by Salonen shortly before he stepped down from
his position as Musical Director of the Lost Angeles Philharmonic in 2009. In its review of the initial performance, the Lost A ngeles
Times declared the concerto “ pure, euphoric poetry with a singular sound and voice.” It subsequently won the Grawemeyer Prize,
considered by some to be the equivalent of a Nobel Prize for music. Salonen wrote his Violin Concerto for Leila Josefowicz and has
recorded the piece with her and the Helsinki Radio Symphony on Deutsche Grammophon.

Schedule Notes:
* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,
8502 13th Ave NW, Seattle
* Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,
1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle
* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle: Please check the website at https://sites.google.com/site/ barneleikarringen/home
for current practice dates and location or to sign up for mailing list to receive regular notices of
practices and events. Call (425) 954-5257 or email Barneleikarringen@gmail.com for more
information

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle
NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle
SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle

December/January 2014-2015

finlandiafoundationseattle.com

FFSC Newsletter

Page 9

Films from Finland
2015
All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm
in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.
January 28/30 T äällä pohjan tähden alla II (Under the Nor th Star II), 2010, 129 minutes, K -13
Ushering in a series of films to mark the 75 th anniversary of the end of the Winter War is this second and final film drawn from
Väinö Linna´s epic trilogy. The focus is on Akseli Koskela, who finally finds peace after the Civil War only to be plunged into the
heat of the Winter War.
February 25/27 T untematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3
While an estimated 75% of the agricultural workforce was on the front fighting the Winter and Continuation Wars, the women of
Finland were left to fill the void. Their remarkable story is told in this candid but tender documentary, first shown here in 2012.
March 25-27 Ä ideistä parhain (Mother of Mine), 2005, 104 minutes, K-11
Paired with the April documentary on the same subject, this fictional but highly believable account of one boy’s experience as a war
child in Sweden is probably the most popular film ever shown in this series and was a particular favorite of one of local war children,
the late Norman Westerberg.
April 22/24 Sotalapset (War Childr en), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7
This moving documentary by Erja Dammert uses archival footage and interviews by surviving participants to personalize the story of
the 70,000 Finnish children who were sent abroad, primarily to Sweden, during the Winter and Continuation Wars. Jussi winner for
Best Documentary in 2004.
May 27/29 L otat (Women in War ), 1995, 48 minutes, K 12
A narrator at the beginning of this long-overdue documentary reads a letter from a Finnish newspaper about a Lotta volunteer who
faces Russian fire to deliver soup to men on the front. The question asked by the letter-writer is why no one knows about this.
Thanks to this revealing film, we can all know about her and her sisters.
June 26/28 Nummisuutarit (The Cobbler s on the Heath), 1957, 89 minutes, K -7
Finally available with English subtitles, this third film version of Alexis Kivi’s beloved classic spins the rollicking tale of marriage
plans gone awry in 19th century rural Finland, but subplots also abound. The film makes unusual use of Sovcolor – the Soviet
Union’s answer to Hollywood’s Technicolor.
July and August Contact the Swedish Club for summer film pr ogr amming at swedishclubnw.or g.
September 23/25 T um man veden päällä (Above Dar k Water s), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12
The story of Peter Franzén’s difficult boyhood with a violently abusive father first appeared in book form, then as a play, and finally
as this gripping yet strangely optimistic film, directed by Franzén in an impressive debut.
October 28/30 Presidentintek ijät (The Pr esident Maker s), 2014, 76 minutes, S
A rare look behind the scenes of a presidential campaign in Finland – in this case the successful 2012 effort by Sauli Niinistö’s inner
circle to get him elected. Of particular interest is the extent to which Finnish electoral politics have come to resemble those in the
United States.
November 25/27 V äärät juuret (Twisted Roots), 2009, 99 minutes, K-11
What happens to a family when a husband and father discloses that he has a debilitating, incurable and ultimately fatal disease? A
cast of first-rate Finnish actors, headed by Pertti Sveholm as the victim of Huntington’s Disease, bring their story realistically and
sympathetically to life in this Saara Saarela film.
December 23/January 8 Joulutarina (Chr istmas Stor y), 2007, 96 minutes, K -7
See for yourself why this sweet and engaging story of how Santa came to be was the most-seen film in Finland when it was first
released and why it returns to this series for the third time. Bring the whole family.
FFSC Newsletter
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Spangenberg, continued from page 5

8. Have you seen the northern lights in Finland?
I have seen the northern lights. I was with friends in Lapinlahti, and my one friend Kari turned off all the lights and
just said "katsokaa." We all turned, and there they were
above the lake and forest in the background.
9. Have you tried swimming in an ice hole?
I still have yet to go in the winter! It's on my to-do list.
10. What is one of your fondest memories of Finland?
My fondest memories are with my friends in Lapinlahti
and going to Väisälänmäki (close to Lapinlahti) for a hike
when my friend from Seattle came and visited.
11. When do you next plan to go back to Finland?
I'm am currently in the process of applying for the Valle
scholarship in the College of Built Environments at UW in
order to get funding to study architectural lighting in a cultural context. If I get the stipend, I will hopefully be back
in the next year or so.

The Finnish School of Seattle is celebrating
the season with its'
traditional Christmas party on Saturday,
December 13th from 11AM-1PM.
This year we will also have a small bazaar
with Karelian pies, rutabaga casserole, and
a variety of cookies and other goodies.
Come celebrate with us and support your
local Finnish school!

12. What are you studying, and does it relate to Finland? If
so, how?
I'm currently getting my Masters of Architecture at UW.
Continues on page 15

Saturday, December 13, 2014
7:30PM
Phinney Neighborhood Center
6532 Phinney Avenue N, Seattle, WA 98103
Go to http://seafolklore.org/ for ticket information
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UW Finnish Studies Program 1990-2015: Meet the 25th Anniversary Challenge
By Karoliina Kuisma
This coming year marks an important milestone for the University of Washington’s Finnish Studies Program: the
Finnish Program is turning 25. Many of us in the Pacific Northwest Finnish-American community have been a part of
the launch and growth of the UW’s Finnish Studies Program. Since 1990, students, donors, visiting experts, parents and
grandparents of program students, as well as program event participants, have all played their part in making the program what it is today: the largest, and I think the best, Finnish program in the U.S. With the anniversary celebration approaching in October 2015, we’ll be looking back down the road that brought the program where it is today, but we are
also excited for the next quarter of a century: teaching more students as well as being present in the Pacific Northwest
for all interested in making aspects of Finnishness a meaningful part of their person and career.
Mr. Eero Tetri has presented us with a challenge to celebrate this anniversary and solidify the success of the program for the next 25 years. In the spirit of his resolute commitment, he has pledged to match all donations to the program - up to $25,000 of course. What better way to celebrate than have twenty-five double-up and turn into a round fifty? Mr. Tetri will even meet employer matches, which would quadruple the individual donation amount.
I was first immersed in the Finnish program for a busy three months in the fall of 1997 as a visiting intern. I returned again in the summer of 1998, and then served as the visiting Finnish lecturer from 2004-2009, and here I am now
writing this article. Even today, I can vividly remember the enthusiastic first year students from 1997, the amazingly
committed advanced students, and the extraordinary variety of tasks that the program faculty handled. But what impressed me the most was how each student and event participant had their
own story and motivation for how they came to choose Finnish. Or how
for some students, Finnish was the obvious and only choice and how
lucky those students felt that the option to study Finnish language and
culture was there.
The UW Finnish Program has been fortunate to have community and
organizational support, commitment, enthusiasm and well thought-out
planning for nearly 25 years. During these years it has gained depth,
numbers and foothold through hard work on campus and in the Pacific
Northwest. It even attracts students nationwide. With your contribution,
we can help the program reach even farther and deeper. Please show your
Karoliina with her daughters Kaisa and Siiri
support and make a donation. We aim to celebrate with you and another
Photo by Sean Dawson
$50,000 in mid-October 2015 on the UW campus.
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Friends of Norman Westerberg Remember His Many Roles, as a
By Heikki and Eva Männistö
Back in the 1960s, the top management of EKONO Oy, a Finnish consulting firm, was eyeing the U.S. coast as a
potential market for their services. High oil prices after the Korean war in the early 1950s had motivated the development of new energy solutions in the pulp and paper industry - solutions that were not known in the U.S. For example,
EKONO Oy was a leading consultant in converting old steam boilers for burning spent sulfite liquor to provide steam
for energy intensive processes and reducing the impact on the environment. There were a large number of sulfite mills
on the U.S. west coast that could benefit from this Finnish energy conservation technology. When the president of
EKONO Oy was looking for an experienced engineer to open an office in the U.S., the clear choice was E. Norman
Westerberg. He was born in the U.S. and thus a dual citizen. He was fluent in Finnish, Swedish, English and German,
and he was a skillful chemical engineer who had undertaken many projects in Finland and Europe already.
In the fall of 1967, Norman and Bengt Arhippainen, another young engineer, travelled to Seattle to establish
EKONO's U.S. sales office. Soon thereafter, EKONO Inc. had many customers included Scott Paper Company, Crown
Zellerbach, Kimberly Clark, Weyerhaeuser, Eurocan, among others.
In 1969, Norman was called back to Finland to serve as Executive Vice President of EKONO Oy. EKONO Inc. continued to grow, and business was blooming when the energy
crisis of the 1970s hit North America. In 1979, Norman and
family once again returned to the U.S., now with Norman as
the President of EKONO Inc. Under his leadership,
EKONO Inc. flourished.
From a personal point of view we are very thankful to Norman. He hired both of us in Finland and then asked us to
work at EKONO Inc. in Bellevue. Later on, when EKONO
Oy in Finland didn’t fair as well, a group of former employees purchased EKONO Inc. Norman was a natural choice to
be a board member of our company, a task he willingly
combined with so many other activities he was involved in.
As a boss Norman was warm and most caring for his employees. In the early days he was the chauffeur who drove
over the bridge to work, picked up Heikki first in the mornings, and then Bengt, who often was asleep since he was a
late
night worker.
Heikki Männistö, Bengt Arhippainen and Norman Westerberg
Thank
you Norman and thank you Benita and the whole
in EKONO Inc.’s early days
family
for
more than 40 years of friendship!
Photo submitted by Heikki and Eva Männistö

Norman Westerberg on the accordion, one of his many talents
Photo submitted by Lynn Wirta
December/January 2014-2015
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Business Professional, Advocate of Finland, and a Friend
By Satu Mikkola
For the past 35 years, we have been close with and knew
Norman Westerberg as a Finnish business associate, a distinguished Finnish Honorary Consul, a leader and major contributor
for the FinnFest USA festival organization, a founder and president of the Finnish-American Chamber of Commerce of the
Northwest, an active Board Member of the Nordic Heritage Museum, a president of the Finnish Lutheran Church Council, a
Chair of the University of Washington Scandinavian Studies Department's Advisory Board, a founding member of the SwedishFinnish Historical Society, and a chair or active board member of
numerous other Finnish American organizations. As a Deputy
Speaker of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament, Region of the
Americas, he gave his powerful input in various expatriate issues
worldwide. Best of all, he became a good friend, who always had
a story to tell, a joke to share and a song to sing, when friends got Benita and Norman Westerberg in 2011
Photo by Satu Mikkola
together.
Norman’s keen interest in Finnish-America fueled his research interests and played a major role in raising the profiles of Finnish-Americans in the United States and comparing that information with immigrants from other Nordic
countries. Norman also contributed to the Finnish Institute of Migration as a volunteer researcher. His numerous,
well-received presentations, lectures and publications on Finnish immigration research earned him a reputation as an
expert, who was oftentimes approached and referred to by people of other nationalities looking for similar information
on their homelands.
All the above associations represent just a few of the activities he was involved with which offered him the opportunity to deliberate and connect with fellow Finns not only in the Pacific Northwest, but all around the United States,
Canada and Finland. His jovial, friendly personality and his always ready-to-help attitude combined with intelligence, experience and endless enthusiasm has earned him a place as one of the most respected and well-known Finnish Americans in the past several decades.
Jussi and I feel privileged to have had Norman as a personal friend, and we will miss him greatly. Our heart goes
out to Benita, his beloved wife, his children and grandchildren.

'Life should NOT be a journey to the
grave with the intention of arriving
safely
in an attractive and well preserved
body, but rather to skid in sideways,
chocolate in one hand, wine in the other, body thoroughly used up,
totally worn out and screaming:
'WOO HOO what a ride!'
Norman Westerberg and Ambassador of Finland,
Ritva Koukku-Ronde
Photo by Satu Mikkola
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Andrej Udris: A Man of Many Talents and a Fast Friend of Finland
By Marja Hall

Our loyal friend Andrejs Udris passed away on October 6th, 2014.
He grew up as the middle sibling of three boys in Riga, Latvia. Their journey as refuges took them through Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and finally to the U.S., as his family fled from Latvia in September 1944. He arrived in
Minneapolis in 1949, and connected later with the rest of his family in Portland, Oregon.
He joined the US Air Force and with the GI Bill attended Oregon State University in Corvallis. Because of his brilliant performance by the time of his graduation he was recruited by multiple companies around the U.S. He chose the
Boeing Company, where he worked as an electrical engineer his entire 32-year career. The Minuteman missile program
was one of the many notable projects he was involved in during his career.
He loved gardening, travelling, electronics, music and dancing. During his years as a refugee in Europe, he was in
charge of music and teaching for a folkdance group in the Displaced Persons Camp in Esslingen, Germany. After making
it to the States, he was a dance teacher at Arthur Murray Dance Studio in Portland and later a loyal member of Seattle
area Finnish folkdance groups for 35 years. He loved all kinds of music, but favored Finnish and Latin tunes. He enjoyed
compiling recorded music to use for dance performances whenever live music was not available. He spent part of his
time building computers, making travel DVDs and designing alarm-, lighting and other electrical systems.
He was a lifetime member of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, which honored his contributions to the community with a special award in 2010. He was also a strong supporter of Scandinavian Studies at the University of Washington and Finnish Independence Day Celebrations, but never sought any kind of recognition. Because of his total immersion in Finnish community and culture, it is fair to say that he was an honorary Finn all the way.
Just three months before passing away, he was a star on the dance floor in a cruise through Portugal. He lived life
with passion. Everything he did, he put in 100%. Now that he is gone, we are reminded to live each day to its fullest.
He lost his older son David in a car accident in 1977. He is survived by his younger son Edmunds and two grandchildren, Brett and Holly. His passing leaves a void in the Finnish community, especially among folk dancers. We will
miss his generosity, glide on the dance floor, wit and unique sense of humor. - Thanks for the memories!

Katrilli remembers Andrejs Udris
Submitted by Marja Hall
* One image of Andrejs comes to mind: dressed in a tuxedo. He al-

ways looked so elegant and suave. Top that off with his European
style of dancing and the joy on his face with you in his arms and
you’ve got quite a package. That’s the man I’ll always remember.
*I will remember Andrejs' sense of humor. He was always quick with
a joking comment, and always made me smile.
*Our game nights - playing Sequence, Minus Five, Mexican Train
and Ruttu. Always fun!
*He seemed to be the greatest fan of Finnish music. At dance practices he always was eager to dance and not to waste precious dance
time with extra chit-chat.
*He was a computer wizard, ready to help me and others with their
computer operations. He also was very creative in home lighting decor and gardening. And he loved a party. He is missed already.
* He loved tangos, and danced equally with his buddies.
*Kind, generous heart; passion in anything he got involved with; full
of adventures in life, love of travel with a group, with couples or
alone; building computers, and wide range of music appreciation.
* Weissensee memories of big fish...delivering bicycles in Oulu and
waiting for the beer garden to open at 9 AM...vodka martinis at Big
Fish...that one fabulous zeybekiko at Georgia’s...sweet deliveries of
chocolates, flowers, and always wine...his music collection.
*He is still here, in, oh, so many ways. :-)
* We will always remember his kindness, wit and friendship.
December/January 2014-2015
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Former Seattleite Aune Linnala Finds Final Resting Place in California
By Paula Price

Aune Linnala passed away peacefully on Tuesday, September 9th,
in Harry’s Haven at the Motion Picture & Television Fund in Woodland Hills, CA. She is survived by her three children, Paula, Ahvo, and
Susan, daughter-in-law Liisa, four grandchildren Sabrina, Justin, John,
and Laura, and great-granddaughter Holly.
Aune was born in Tammela, Finland on May 4, 1920. She served as
a Lotta, the women’s auxiliary to the Finnish armed forces, where she
met her husband, Taisto.
The family immigrated to Canada in 1952, first to a lumber camp
north of Lake Superior, then to Toronto where they lived until 1965. At
the beginning of that year, the family again emigrated, this time to the
U.S., where they settled in the San Fernando Valley area of Los Angeles.
Aune and Taisto were active members of the Finnish Lutheran
Church, in Toronto as well as in Los Angeles. Aune loved to sing in
the church choir, and she was a member of the West Coast Singers Association and traveled with the group in the United States and Finland
to perform.
Over the years, Aune worked in many professions, finally spending
the final 20 years of her working life as a massage therapist. In addition
to working full time, she spent many hours helping the poor and the
elderly, and her home was always open to those in need.
After they both retired, Aune and Taisto first moved to the Pine
Mountain Club of Frazier Park, California, then to Redmond, Washington. After Taisto passed away in February 2000, Aune spent some time
in Vancouver, B.C., taking care of her youngest sister, Sirkka, until her
passing in 2005. She then moved back to California and spent most of
her remaining years at the Motion Picture & Television Fund, with her
remaining days in Harry’s Haven.

Photo submitted by Paula Price

Spangenberg, continued from page 10

13. What do you miss most about Finland?
I miss all the candy. All the supersalmiakki and the salmiakki chocolate and salmiakki ice cream. Of course, I miss my
friends and speaking Finnish as well.
14. How do you get your Finnish fix here in Seattle?
I usually attend the Finnish events here in Seattle or I make some karjalanpiirakka with friends.

Dear Members,
Please let us know about your family events. Has there been a birth,
graduation, wedding or death that you would like to share?
Just email the information to:
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
or mail to:
FFSC
PO Box 5024
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024
FFSC Newsletter
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Remembering Summer: Mother—Daughter Hike to Santiago de Compostela
By Marja Hall

In August 2014 my daughter Kirsi (Tina) and I
hiked part of the Camino de Santiago, also known by
the name Way of St. James. It runs from the French
side of the Pyrenees to Roncesvalles on the Spanish
side and then another 780km on to Santiago de Compostela. We did 256 km of the final segment.
The trip was challenging, humbling and rewarding. Our daily journey started by 6AM, with only our
headlamps lighting the way. We carried 17 - 22 lb
packs with our supplies and clothing for a 10 day adventure. We walked 8-10 hours a day, but had one
"rest day" when we hiked only 10 miles in 4 hours.
We were often the first ones to leave, and we liked
it that way. We chose to hike alone, often in silence.
About half way through the trip we started contemplating things that matter to us. We picked a "word of
the day", expanded on that and discussed what it
meant to us. Some of the words were: acceptance,
compassion, love, understanding, forgiveness... What
do they mean to you?
We passed through tiny hamlets, climbed over the
mountains and walked through the valleys, admiring
huge sunflower fields, vineyards, pine groves and the
fragrance of eucalyptus trees on the way. We stopped
on the mountain tops at sunrise, took pictures of flowers, butterflies and other small creatures and celebrated finding a bed in an Albergue to sleep.
Albergues are either government owned or privately run hostels. The rule is that you can stay there
only ONE NIGHT, unless you have a medical emergency and a note from a doctor. You also must be able
to prove that you have either walked or biked a certain
distance on any given day to qualify to stay in an Albergue. All of them are required by law to lock up the
doors in the evening, usually by 10 PM. They require
everyone to vacate the premises by 8AM so it can be
cleaned and ready for the next arrivals. We will always remember a cheerful voice in Samos Monastery
at 6 AM loudly declaring "Buenos Dias Peregrinos!"
while waking everyone up. Of course Kirsi and I were
already waiting for the door to open. Most official Albergues open in the mid-afternoon for registration,
and pilgrims are allocated a bunk with a pillow and
often a blanket. Pilgrim Passports are also stamped.
Most places had showers, laundry facilities, and a
place to hang clothes to dry. It is often necessary to go
out for meals. The average pilgrim’s meal (which was
December/January 2014-2015

always a set menu) consisted of soup, a meat dish,
dessert and a beverage, including a bottle of wine,
costing about $10.
Coincidences or small miracles? We felt throughout the journey that we had special guidance with us.
The following is just one amazing experience we had.
One day we had just struggled up a very steep hill.
Exhausted, we stopped at a roadside cafe. As we
drank our water, we said how great it would be to visit
the world famous sixth century Samos Monastery. It
would require a detour, and we were in no condition
to walk another 25+ kilometers. A taxi would work,
but how would we get it? Our phones did not work
there. Where would we call, even if we had a working
phone? Then for some reason we decided to sit by the
tables on the other side of the road. Within minutes a
small passenger car pulled up. We tried to talk with
the driver and passengers, but we couldn’t understand
each other. Just at that time a pilgrim on a bike
stopped by. We tried again: "Do you speak English?",
("Habla usted Ingles?"). Sure enough, he spoke great
English and Spanish. As soon as the people in the car
found out that we wanted to go to Samos, they cheerfully offered to take us there. Within minutes we had
an interpreter and a ride. But it does not end there!
Continues on page 17

Kirsi and Marja Hall
Photo by Unknown passerby
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Scenes from the
35th annual Finnish Bazaar

Photos by Ron Karjala

Hall, continued from page 16

When we reached the monastery, we found an American volunteer running the Albergue. He gave us a
bed for the night (with 180 of our closest pilgrim friends around the world) and a lot of good advice about
what to see and do during that afternoon... Was this all meant to be, a coincidence or a small miracle?
The symbol of the Camino de Santiago, the scallop shell is seen very frequently along the trails. The shell
is seen on posts and signs along the Camino in order to guide pilgrims along the way. The shell is even more
commonly seen on the pilgrims themselves. Wearing a shell denotes that you are a traveler on the Camino de
Santiago. I can still hear the passing hikers and bikers shouting "Buen Camino" to us. We received our shells
at the beginning of our journey from the Puget Sound Chapter of American Pilgrims. They have an annual
St.James Day celebration, where the new pilgrims get their blessing and shells.
The scallop shell acts as a metaphor. The grooves in the shell, which meet at a single point, represent the
various routes pilgrims travel, eventually arriving at a single destination: the tomb of James in Santiago de
Compostela. The shell is also a metaphor for the pilgrim: as the waves of the ocean wash scallop shells up onto the shores of Galicia, God's hand also guides the pilgrims to Santiago.
Both my daughter and I have travelled throughout the years all over the world, but we agree that this was
one of the most memorable experiences we have ever had.
FFSC Newsletter

FFSC@finns.org

D ecember/January 2014-2015

Page 18

Finnish Lutheran Church
8504 13th Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117
Telephone: 206 789 0864

finnishlutheranchurch.org
Services every Sunday at 10 am
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month
Regarding Church matters, please call:
Heikki Männistö 425-603-0517
Donations: For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.
THANK YOU!
“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he
has done.”
Proverbs 19:17

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH !

The United Finnish Kaleva
Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11
Seattle, WA 98117
“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus”
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love”

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.
The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.
Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com
or
Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net
for further information.

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery
or if your address changes!

The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail.
Contact FFSC Editor at newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
FFSC, PO Box 5024
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024
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JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)
THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter

Dues:
Name:______________________________________________

Single $25/yr

Couple/Family $30/yr

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr

Senior Couple $25/yr

Supporting $55

Lifetime $350

Address: ____________________________________________

Dues Enclosed

____________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________________

$________

My donation to the
FFSC Grant &
Scholarship fund

$ ________

Newsletter donation:

$ ________

This is a gift from: ____________________________________

Total Enclosed ** $ ________
Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a
donor to FFSC.
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________

 New / Returning Member
 Renewal—Address Same as Label

 Renewal—Address Change (correct above)
Referred by: _________________________________________

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024
** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation.

To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow
Finnophiles?
Join Ilmari Ivaska, visiting
lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the
University of Washington’s Finnish program, at
their weekly coffee hour.
For more details, contact Ilmari by email:
ilmari@uw.edu.

Or, join the UW Finnish program’s Facebook
group:
https://www.facebook.com/
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