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Note: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events 

that have been reported to us. If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available 

elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates and times are always subject to change. 

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SCC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 

Schedule Notes:   

* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,  

  8502  13th Ave NW, Seattle  

*  Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,   

  1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 

* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle: Please check the website at https://sites.google.com/site/ barneleikarringen/home  

  for current practice dates and location or to sign up for mailing list to receive 
regular 

  notices of practices and events. Call (425) 954-5257 or email  

  Barneleikarringen@gmail.com for more information 
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Feb. 14  Happy Valentine's Day! (Ystävänpäivä)   

Feb. 15   FFN POY Nomination Deadline. Go to finlandiafoundation.org for info.     

Feb. 17  Washington's Birthday/ Presidents' Day (US)   

Feb. 23 4:00 PM Mostly Nordic Music Series: Danish violinist Mads Tolling and local pianist Aaron Otheim. 
Concert followed by smorgasbord. Contact the Nordic Heritage Museum at 206.789.5707 
ext. 10 for additional information or for ticket purchases  

  NHM 

Feb. 26 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Kuulustelu (The Interrogation), 2009, 103 minutes, K 7  SCC 

Feb. 27 7:00 PM Book reading by We Sinners author, Hanna Pylväinen   SCC 

Feb. 28 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Kuulustelu (The Interrogation), 2009, 103 minutes, K 7  SCC 

Mar. 2 2:00 PM 38th Annual Kalevala Day Festival- Suggested Donation $15 (includes snack and coffee), 
students and children are free  

  NHM 

Mar. 4  Shrove Tuesday (Laskiaistiistai)   

Mar. 5   Ash Wednesday (Tuhkakeskiviikko)     

Mar. 9  Daylight Saving Time begins/USA, + 1 hour   

Mar. 26 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Miss Farkku Suomi (Miss Blue Jeans), 2012, 90 minutes, K 12   SCC 

Mar. 28 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Miss Farkku Suomi (Miss Blue Jeans), 2012, 90 minutes, K 12  SCC 

Mar. 30   Summer time (BST) begins/Finland, +1 hour (kesäaika alkaa)     

Apr. 1  April Fools Day (Aprillipäivä)   

Apr. 1   FFSC Grant and Scholarship deadline. finlandiafoundationseattle.org for info.     

Apr. 13  Palm Sunday (Palmusunnuntai)   

Apr. 17   Maundy Thursday (Kiirastorstai)     

Apr. 18  Good Friday (Pitkäperjantai)   

Apr. 20   Easter Sunday (Pääsiäispäivä)     

Apr. 23 6:30 PM 2014-2015 FFSC Board Elections immediately preceeding the April Films from Finland 
presentation 

 SCC 

Apr. 23 7:30 PM Films from Finland Series: Le Havre, 2011, 89 minutes, S   SCC 

Apr. 25 2:00 PM Films from Finland Series: Le Havre, 2011, 89 minutes, S  SCC 
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 

The term for board members runs from  

July 1 to June 30.  
   

President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 

  
Vice President, Eric Schaad 

Email: eschaad@hotmail.com  
  
Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: fwhitehill@hotmail.com 
  
Secretary, Cathy Perry  

Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  

  
Members-at-Large * 

Taija Hämäläinen  
Ron Karjala  
Satu Mikkola 
Eva Männistö 
Airi Suomalainen  
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
Immediate past President: Gary London 
  
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 
or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year 
by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. 
Deadlines: the 8th day of every odd month (Jan/
Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). Preferred method of 
submission is by e-mail. Most formats and 
applications are supported. For regular mail, 
please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
  
Newsletter Editor, Taina Lindström-Redfern 

Phone: 864-992-2592 
Email: ffsceditor@ymail.com 

  
Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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A new year has begun, and the FFSC board has been hard at work 

planning events for 2014. It had been our intent to meet with local 

Finnish organizations at the end of 2013 to map out major events 

each group was planning for 2014 in order to avoid overlapping 

events and to identify areas where we could combine our efforts. 

Alas, the meeting didn’t happen, mainly due to a very busy 

holiday time, but I am still hoping that such a meeting will take 

place this year. 

While preparing for the meeting, I wrote down all the Finnish 

community events I could remember and was reminded of the 

variety of activities we have throughout the year and the number of groups that are involved in setting these 

up. Although many of you are quite familiar with the events, I’d like to highlight some of them to show you 

how much activity we really have. 

 Kalevala Day celebration at the beginning of March, which the Finnish Choral Society is 

organizing this year for the 38th time. 

 Mostly Nordic concer t at the Nordic Her itage Museum’s ser ies in May, which includes a concer t of 

Finnish music. This year we will get to hear Jussi Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo. 

 Finlandia Summer Festival/Finnish American Folk Festival in Naselle. These festivals are held 

during alternating summers, and this year it is Naselle’s turn to host the event. 

 Finnish Lutheran Church Auction and Dinner in October . 

 Finnish Community Bazaar at the Nordic Her itage Museum in November . 

 Independence Day Dinner and Dance in December . 

 Musical events at the Finnish church in Seattle, such as the “Kauneimmat joululaulut” sing-along and the 

Finnish Choral Society’s Christmas Concert and Dinner. 

Films from Finland near ly every month of the year  by FFSC in par tnership with the Swedish Club. 

In addition to regularly occurring events we: 

 Host Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year and Lecturer of the year as well as other musical 

performers, such as Jussi Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo last fall at the Finnish church. 

 Organize book readings for authors with a Finnish background or whose books have a Finnish 

connection. 

There are other events featuring Finnish art that most of us probably aren’t involved in, such as the Iittala 

glass bird exhibition at the Tacoma Museum of Glass, the Nordic Lights Film Festival and the concert by the 

Cappella Romana ensemble in January.  

The list is by no means complete and is missing, for example, events held by Suomi Koulu. It does, however, 

illustrate the richness of activity we – the Finnish community – have. The mission of FFSC includes 

promoting and supporting activities for developing appreciation of Finnish literature, history, art and music. 

I urge you to contact FFSC if you think there are activities or events that are missing or if you think there’s 

something we could do better. I also ask you to be involved in the community, either through FFSC or other 

organizations, so that we can continue to enjoy all the events that are listed in the event calendar of this 

newsletter, as well as new ones. 

        Wishing you a happy and successful 2014! 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 



  

Sincere Apreciation to Grant & 

Scholarship Donors: 

Doris & Dale Snow 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Grants & Scholarships 
 

The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of two $1,500  

scholarships or grants for projects related to Finland. 
 

The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear plan for using the award money to 

support a project related to Finland. College under-graduates are especially encouraged to apply. In order to apply 

for a grant or scholarship, applicants must submit: 
 

 A letter no more than two pages in length that includes a brief biography and a statement of educational and/

or career objectives. This letter should show how these objectives bear on Finland 

 Evidence or testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish-American cultural, educational or scientific merit 

 College students should submit an official transcript of all college-level studies. If the applicant is a high 

school student, then transcripts from that level should be submitted 

 Letter(s) of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project 

 The application should include the applicant’s contact information: name, mailing address, email address and 

phone number 
 

Note that the funds will not be available for projects with a start date earlier than April 15, 2014, thus the start date 

of the project as well as the expected completion date need to be included along with a budget and marketing plan 

(if applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered for funding. 

Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of 

Washington. 
 

Applications should be submitted in electronic form by email to:  
 

scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com,  

although applications may also be sent by regular mail to: 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Attn: Eric Schaad 

PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA 98175 
 

It is strongly suggested that applicants use registered mail or some other form of mailing that provides a receipt 

with date of mailing if sending applications through regular mail. 

Applications sent by email must be received by April 1, 2014. Applications sent by regular mail must be 

postmarked no later than April 1, 2014. Winners will be notified by April 11, 2014. 

 

For more information see www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com or send email to  

scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

Tanya Boede Anne & Barth Olson  

Wayne Matta Jenni Salmi 

Aini & Fred Messmer Borje Saxberg 
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Fans of Finnish film were able to gorge themselves over the January 17-19 weekend at the Nordic Lights Film Festival 

sponsored jointly by the Nordic Heritage Museum and the Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF). Among the Finnish 

entries was the father-son road trip Laulu koti-ikävästä (Finnish Blood, Swedish Heart), which won the Nordic Film 

Prize for Best Nordic Documentary in 2013. The film tracks the journey of a maturing rock musician and his father as 

they return to Sweden to visit the home they occupied during the Finnish migration of the 1970s and 1980s. Many issues 

associated with that displacement are raised by the experience of this one family. The comedy Kekkonen tulee (Village 

People) finds humor in the rumored visit of then- President Urho Kekkonen to a small village in Lapland, while Kerron 

sen sinulle (Open Up to Me) explores the complications in the relationships of its transgendered protagonist. Finland’s 

expanding cinema was also highly visible in an anthology of short films. The venue for the Nordic Lights Film Festival, 

which has become an annual event, was the SIFF Cinema at the Seattle Center. 

 

When “Arctic Light: Music of Finland’s Orthodox Church” was first performed by Cappella Romana in Seattle five 

years ago, it attracted sold-out audiences. That concert was repeated to an appreciative audience on January 18 at St. 

Joseph’s Parish under the direction of Timo Nuoranne, faculty member in the Church Music Department at Sibelius 

Academy and conductor of the Jubilate Choir and the Chamber Choir Gloria in Helsinki. Coincident with this 

performance was the pre-release of the long-anticipated “Arctic Light” CD, with Ivan Moody as conductor. This CD is 

available for purchase at cappellaromana.org. This acclaimed Northwest choir divides its concert time between Portland 

and Seattle. 

 

Seattle-based concert violinist Ilkka Talvi, who performed with his wife Marjorie Kransberg-Talvi at Christmas morning 

services in the Finnish Lutheran Church, is into his second season as concertmaster for the Rainier Symphony, which 

plays in both the Renton IKEA Performing Arts Center and in the Foster Performing Arts Center in Tukwila. Talvi, 

Concertmaster Emeritus of the Seattle Symphony, also devotes his time to private teaching and to a faculty position at 

Seattle Pacific University. The Rainier Symphony has a concert season that extends from October to May. Information 

about calendar and tickets may be had from rainiersymphony.org.  

 

The music of Finnish composer Kalevi Aho was performed in the envelope-pushing Seattle Symphony (untitled) series 

on January 31. Concerts in this series are held at 10:00 p.m. in the lobby of the Symphony’s home in Benaroya Hall. 

This particular program, entitled “Black Angels” after the George Crumb piece by the same name, included Aho’s Trio 

for Clarinet, Viola and Piano. Though Aho is perhaps less well-known than such Finnish composers as Magnus 

Lindberg, Einojuhani Rautavaara and Kaija Saariaho, his prolific and highly-regarded work includes fifteen symphonies, 

nineteen concertos and four operas. His single-movement Trio was commissioned by the Finnish Viola Society for 

entrants in the Tampere Viola Competition in 2006. It has been recorded, along with other Aho chamber pieces, on the 

BIS label and features Osmo Vänskä on the clarinet.  

LOCAL ART NOTES     Contributed by: Gary London 
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2014-2015  Board Elections 
Wednesday April 23, 2014 

6:30 PM at the 

Swedish Cultural Center 
 

 Our 2014 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding  

the Films from Finland presentation.  

 Please submit nominees or address any questions to: 
 

FFSC Nominating Committee  

PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  

or by email to: FFSC@finns.org 
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Films from Finland 
2014 

 

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm 

in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.  
 
 

 

February 26/28  Kuulustelu (The Inter rogation), 2009, 103 minutes, K 7. 

Finland’s legendary Jörn Donner directed this intense drama drawing on the actual jailing and interrogation of Kerttu Nuorteva 

during the Continuation War.  Born in the United States the daughter of socialist agitator and editor Santeri Nuorteva, she went to 

the USSR with her father and became a spy for her adopted land. 

 

March 26/28 Miss Farkku Suomi (Miss Blue Jeans), 2012, 90 minutes, K 12. 

Based on an autobiographical novel by veteran rocker Kauko Röyhkä, this movie presents a snapshot of 1970s, when punk rock 

rolled its way into Oulu.  Seventeen-year-old Välde wants to be a rock star and win the heart of the most beautiful girl in the class.  

He forms a band, but his plan is frustrated when Pike wins a beauty contest. 

 

April 23/25  Le Havre, 2011, 89 minutes, S. 

Rescheduled from last year, Finnish director Aki Kaurismäki´s warmest film was made in France with a largely French cast, but 

he brings two of his favorite Finnish females – Kati Outinen and Elina Salo – along in this luminous tale of the effects of one 

illegal African immigrant boy on those who befriend him. 

 

May 28/30  Hyvä poika (The Good Boy), 2011, 84 minutes, K 13. 

A famous actress and her two sons spend time in their summer villa after a scandalous premiere of her latest film.  Director Zaida  

Bergroth has been praised for her brave choice of topic and for depicting believable characters.  The musical score is by the Paris-

based Finnish/French folk duo -- Mi and L’Au. 

 

June 25/27  Paavo, viisi annosta elämää (Paavo:  A Life in Five Courses), 2011, 90 minutes, K 3. 

The life of Paavo Turtiainen turned out nothing like what one would have expected of a small town Finnish boy. 

This documentary depicts his life as a culinary mastermind at Ingrid Bergman’s service catering to world-class celebrities in Paris 

and Manhattan.   

 

July and August  Contact Swedish Cultural Center  for  summer  film program at swedishculturalcenter .org. 

 

September 24/26  Tie pohjoiseen (Road Nor th), 2012, 110 minutes, K 12. 

Directed by Mika Kaurismäki, Vesa-Matti Loiri and Samuli Edelmann form a natural pair as a long-estranged father and son.  

Leo, played by Loiri, suddenly appears on his son´s doorstep 35 years after his disappearance. 

The pair embarks on a road journey north to come to terms with the past and to rekindle their relationship. 

 

October 22-24  Lakeuden kutsu (Return to Plainlands), 2000, 94 minutes, K 7. 

Bringing together one of the strongest casts in recent Finnish film, this screen adaptation of Antti Tuuri’s novel of the same name 

hones in on a tax refugee to Florida who returns to Finland and finds many complications in starting a new business and in 

renewing his relationship with the wife he left behind.    

 

November 26/28  Risto Räppääjä ja viileä Venla (Ricky Rapper  and Cool Wendy), 2012, 72 minutes, K 3. 

Entertain yourself and your young ones during the Thanksgiving holiday with this musical comedy that deals with such important 

topics as friendship, loneliness, and accepting differences between people.  This colorful film with catchy tunes was the most-

watched domestic film in Finland in 2012. 

 

December  2014 Contact Swedish Cultural Center  for  holiday film program at swedishculturalcenter .org. 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  

Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland  
Society to assist in the publication of our newsletter. 

FFSC Newsletter                                                             FFSC@finns.org                                                                 Feb/Mar 2014 



Page 8  

CONTEST THEME CONTINUES IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH “FILMS FROM FINLAND”     
         By: Gary London 

While January’s entry in “Films 

from Finland” highlighted 

competition in the Finnish 

Basketball Federation, the 

February and March films 

feature contests of a different 

kind. 

In Kuulustelu (The 

Interrogation), to be shown on February 26 

at 7:30 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center, 

real-life Soviet spy Kerttu Nuorteva spars with her 

Finnish interrogators during the last two years of the 

Continuation War. Initially proud and defiant, she weakens 

physically and emotionally under the stress of prolonged 

incarceration and questioning by officers both antagonistic and 

sympathetic.  

Nuorteva is embodied by Minna Haapkylä, who gives a Jussi 

award-winning performance under the direction of the legendary 

Jörn Donner. While the film focuses on a very narrow part of her 

life as an agent in Finland, Nuorteva was very much an 

international figure. She was born in Astoria, Oregon, where her 

father, Santeri Nuorteva, edited the socialist newspaper Toveri 

(Comrade) in 1912 and 1913. She went to the Soviet Union 

following his deportation from England, where he had gone after 

leaving North America in 1920. 

Kuulustelu, which was released in 2009, is in Finnish with 

English subtitles, is 103 minutes long and is rated K 7 (suitable 

for mature teens and adults, but of limited interested to younger 

children).  

There are a number of contests going on simultaneously in Miss 

Farkku Suomi (Miss Blue Jeans) – the March 26 film. Bored and 

bullied high school student Välde is secretly vying for the 

attention of the cutest girl in class, Pike, while she is more 

interested in competing for the title of Miss Blue Jeans in a 

contest sponsored by a teen magazine. Välde finds playing in a 

punk band a way to deal with his angst and to gain some 

confidence in himself. 

Based on a semi-autobiographical novel of the same name by 

veteran rocker Kauko Röyhkä, who also did the music for the 

film, Miss Farkku Suomi is an authentic and appealing look at 

youth culture in 1970s Finland. Matti Kinnunen, who both 

directed and wrote the script, casts a knowing but sympathetic 

eye on his characters, particularly the leads, played by Mikko 

Neuvonen and Sanni Kurkisuo. Kinnunen was rewarded for his 

work with two Jussi nominations. 

A critical and popular success in Finland after its 2012 release, 

Miss Farkku Suomi will be shown at 7:30 p.m., is in Finnish with 

English subtitles, is 86 minutes long and is rated K 12 (suitable 

only for mature teens and adults). 

Second showings of Kuulustelu and Miss Farkku Suomi will be 

on February 28 and March 28 respectively at the Swedish 

Cultural Center at 2:00 p.m. A $5.00 donation is requested at the 

door for either the evening or the daytime showing.  

“Films from Finland” is a continuing program of Finlandia 

Foundation Seattle Chapter in furtherance of its mission to foster 

Finnish art and culture in its service area.  
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Through fortuitous scheduling, Hanna Pylväinen, whose book We Sinners is reviewed on the following page, will be appearing at the Swedish 
Cultural Center at 7:00 p.m. on February 27 in an event also sponsored by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter and the University of 

Washington Finnish Program. 

In this case it can truly be said that Pylväinen’s reputation precedes her, for this first novel has attracted enviable critical attention. The Chicago Times called it a 
``resonant and magical work of imagination,`` while Publisher’s Weekly described it as ``a remarkably sensitive family portrayal, a powerful and unforgettable 

debut.´´ Kudos also came from the Cleveland Plain Dealer (``a beautiful, understated novel, . . . white-glove perfect, . . . sophisticated, precise´´) and Kirkus 
Review (``a lovely, lyrical debut novel´´) The Los Angeles Times raved that ``it is impossible not to love these characters, so beautifully drawn.´´ Pylväinen has 

been interviewed on NPR’s “Weekend Edition” and on WPR’s “To the Best of Our Knowledge,” in addition to print interviews in Publisher’s Weekly, Fiction Writers 

Review and Helsingin Sanomat. 

In the NPR interview, Pylväinen told Linda Wertheimer that the Rovaniemi family in We Sinners, though fictional, is based on her own experience in a Laestadian 
family of eight children. Like some characters in the novel, she went from true believer to unbeliever – a very difficult process for her, since the church offered 

her “a loving and supportive community.” In fact, she says that, while her outsider friends treated her as though she had been liberated, she was going through “a 

tremendous mourning.”  

One of the great services Pylväinen has done with this book is to introduce American readers to little-known Laestadianism, begun in the mid-19th century by Lars 

Levi Laestadius, whose concern with the excesses of alcohol and violence in Lapland spurred him to this revivalist form of Lutheranism. Brought primarily by Finnish 

immigrants to America, there are today an estimated 26,000 Laestadians throughout the United States, including several congregations in Western Washington.  

Pylväinen, who grew up in suburban Detroit, graduated from Mount Holyoke College and received her MFA from the University of Michigan. She received residencies 

at Djerassi, The MacDowell Colony and Yaddo, in addition to a Fellowship at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts. While We Sinners is her 

debut novel, her articles have appeared in the New York Times Magazine, Chicago Tribune, Wall Street Journal and Harpers.  

At her February 27 appearance, Pylväinen will talk about, read from and answer questions about We Sinners. Copies of the book will be available for purchase and 

signing. Drinks and snacks will be available in the dining room, which is the venue for this event.   

           ~ Gary London 

 



 

We Sinners: A Gripping Portrayal of Faith, Family and Belonging 

 By: Mia Spangenberg  
The Literary  

Corner  
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Do you know what it feels like to suffer through chicken pox in 

stifling heat, made all the worse by being cooped up in a small 

apartment in a family of nine? Or to feel the shame of being 

different and yet clinging to the only sense of belonging there is 

in your own family and faith? Or to be a Laestadian parent 

constantly worrying about your children’s dedication to the faith? 
 

Hanna Pylväinen’s debut novel We Sinners, loosely based on her 

own childhood in a Laestadian family in the U.S., conveys just 

this sense of claustrophobic togetherness, coupled with the shame 

of yearning to develop one’s own identity in a fringe religion 

founded on strict moral values. A conservative Lutheran revival 

movement that sprang up in the 1800s in Lapland, Laestadianism 

rejects dancing, television, alcohol, birth control and premarital 

sex. Most Laestadians reside in Finland, with small pockets of 

followers here in the U.S. as well.  
 

Indeed, this novel is not an easy or uplifting read. By the end of 

the novel, four of the nine children have left the church and 

struggle with entering a world where there is no community 

waiting for them. Pylväinen left the church herself, and it took 

her two times to do it. As she explained in an interview with 

National Public Radio, “When I left the first time, I felt stricken 

with grief and with mourning, and I returned…And I think it's 

that exact feeling that the rest of the world didn't understand, that 

to leave these communities isn't freedom, that it made me want to 

write the book.” 
 

Sisters Tiina and Julia, for instance, are torn by the feeling of 

having let their parents down and by telling lies to hide the fact 

that they have lives their parents know nothing about, including 

partners with whom they are intimate. And even their partners 

can’t give them everything they need, compensate for their past 

community or free them from their deeply ingrained feelings of 

guilt. Intimacy only leaves them feeling further 

estranged and lonely. Tiina reflects that as an 

unbeliever, she has no means of forgiveness and 

can no longer rely on one of the central and 

radically democratic tenets of Laestadianism, 

that anyone in the faith can forgive any sin of 

anyone else, even if it is one’s own parent or the minister: “[W]e 

sinners, we are just lying to ourselves, we are just alone.” 
 

But even the siblings and the parents who remain in the faith are 

no less lonely. Paula, another sister, feels ashamed to be the 

ordinary one, who isn’t particularly pretty, and who has no 

special skills to speak of, as she claims. The only remaining 

young adult still at home, Paula lives in the family’s basement 

and works in a nursing home. She doesn’t interact with others her 

own age and can’t seem to find the motivation to make 

something of herself. Perhaps Paula is the closest reflection of 

her mother, Pirjo, who is never shown socializing with other 

women or friends. Pirjo’s energy is spent keeping track of her 

children and hoping that what she thinks are her deficient skills 

as a mother aren’t leading her children astray.  
 

Despite the heavy subject matter, the novel is gripping in its 

character portrayals, and the themes of identity and belonging are 

universal. These qualities have not gone unnoticed, and 

Pylväinen has enjoyed acclaim as a new writer. She was a 

recipient of the prestigous Whiting Writers’s award in 2012, a 

$50,000 award offered to new, promising writers, and in 2013 

she won the Balcones Fiction Prize, another national award. She 

now resides in Brooklyn, NY and is working on her next novel, 

The End of Drum Time. She surely has many readers eagerly 

awaiting this next work. 

Following successful concerts in Seattle, Tacoma and Lynden in October, cellist Jussi Makkonen and pianist 

Ruusamari Teppo return in May to perform a “Fantastically Finnish” program in the “Most Nordic” chamber 

music series at the Nordic Heritage Museum. 
 

Makkonen, who was also a popular “Mostly Nordic” featured performer in 2008, and Teppo, an award-winning pianist in international competitions, will play 

works of Sibelius, who is Teppo’s grandfather. That relationship gives her access to a rare selection of pieces performed only by members of the family. 

“Most Nordic,” now in its 19th year, begins its season on February 23 with Danish violinist Mads Tolling and local pianist Aaron Otheim, familiar to those in the 

Finnish community both for his work with Maria Männistö and for his solo performances, like that at the 2013 Finnish Independence Day Dinner Dance. Tolling, 

two-time Grammy Award winner as a jazz violinist, was also a member of the Turtle Island Quartet. 

On March 23, another violinist-pianist duo will take the stage for “How Swede It Is.” Karl-Ove Mannberg, violinist from Sweden, will be joined by Seattle pianist, 

KING-FM midday announcer, and Artistic Director of the “Mostly Nordic” series Lisa Begman. Their program will embrace music from Stenhammar to Piazzola. 

A trio of musicians will represent Norway on April 27 in “Breaking the Language Barrier: Norwegian and Danish Songs by Foreigners.” But not entirely, for the 

music of Grieg will be performed alongside that of Delius, Schumann and American composer Abbie Betinis. Mezzo soprano Laura Loge, trained in Norway and the 

United States, will be supported by Seattle Opera Chorus Master Beth Kirchoff at the piano and Seattle Symphony and Seattle Chamber Players’ Laura DeLuca, 

clarinetist. 

Rounding out the season on June 1 is another cellist – Saeunn Thorsteinsdottir from Iceland, who along with members of the Parnassus Project, will present “Iced 

Coffee” – a potpourri of Icelandic compositions and Brahms’s A Major Piano Quartet. Thorsteinsdottir, a graduate of the Cleveland Institute and the Julliard School, 

has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Toronto Symphony. 

All these Sunday concerts begin at 4:00 p.m. and are followed by smorgasbord, with food appropriate to the Nordic country the music of which is spotlighted. 

Tickets are available for the entire series, for single performances with food, and for single performances without food. Contact the Nordic Heritage Museum at 

206.789.5707 ext. 10 for additional information or for ticket purchases.  
            ~ Gary London 
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Katrilli News 
 

By: JoAnne Rudo 
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After a summer break, Katrilli began its fall season with one 

of our favorite performances—Yulefest at the Nordic 

Heritage Museum. This year, we had nine Lucia girls and 

one star boy. I suspect when our star boy gets older, he will 

remember with fondness being surrounded by all the cute 

girls. The girls always look beautiful in their white gowns 

with silver garlands in their hair. The Museum wanted a 

Lucia procession through the halls. The halls were a total 

mob scene. We thought that there would be no way that the 

young kids could ever parade through the crowds. The 

children were willing to give it try, so off we went. Bart 

Brasher, a very fine musician and singer, led the way 

singing “Santa Lucia.” Lilly Driver, our Lucia, carried the 

tray with the Finnish antique teapot, candlestick 

and treats, followed by the girls cradling the 

candles and our star boy holding the star aloft. 

Thank goodness for battery-operated candles; 

otherwise, I am quite sure that Yulefest  would 

have seen a lot of singed  hair and many fire 

trucks! Miracle of miracles, the crowds parted, 

and the children were able to parade through the 

museum, creating many smiles along the way.  

Then it was time for the performance. As usual, 

the kids began the program with a Lucia 

processional, followed by Katrilli member carrying candles. 

Folkvoice did a great job with the music and the singing of 

“Santa Lucia.” The sound system was much better this year, 

and the dancers and the audience could actually hear the 

music. Don Myers, volunteer coordinator for Yulefest, had a 

lot to do with creating a better sound system, and we very 

much appreciated his efforts. After the kids were introduced, 

Katrilli began its program with a May Pole waltz. Yes, a 

May Pole waltz. We did this dance for last year’s 

Midsommarfest, and the audience enjoyed seeing the 

ribbons woven around the pole. It took some ingenuity to 

change the pole into something that was appropriate for the 

winter season. Winnie Sihon and Ralph Kosche had the pole 

wrapped in greenery, with a sparkly silver star on top, and lo 

and behold—a Christmas pole! Katrilli also did a very pretty 

waltz to the music of “Silver Bells.” Phil Ages of Folkvoice 

sang the lyrics, and he was every bit as smooth as Perry 

Como! After Katrilli’s performance, the kids in the audience 

came up on stage for participatory dancing. Bart Brashers 

taught the Shoemaker’s Dance and Coffee Grinder Dance. I 

always get the fun of getting the kids through the Chicken 

Dance, as one of the children prances along with a rubber 

chicken head. The Chicken Dance is not known to be 

particularly Nordic, but it is ever so popular with the kids. 

The program ends as the children circle a dancing lit 

Christmas tree jingling bells to, of course, “Jingle Bells!” 

After the dancing, the Lucia girls go into the audience, 

distributing paper birds that are often hung on the Finnish 

Christmas trees. The ornaments remind everyone that the 

warmth of sun and light and the singing of birds will once 

again be enjoyed after a long winter. Usually, the children 

distribute ginger cookies, but no matter where I went, I 

could not find any ginger cookies to buy. Costco no longer 

carries them, and my local grocery stores had every kind of 

cookies known to the world except ginger cookies. I know 

that Ikea carries the cookies, but the store is many miles 

from where I live. So, in desperation, I bought granola bars, 

with the thought that granola bars were better than nothing, 

and aren’t granola bars suppose to be somewhat 

healthy? Carla Wulfsberg, who lives in Olympia, 

was absolutely aghast that granola bars would be 

used. How could anyone at Yulefest distribute 

granola bars? So, my Nordic purist friend traveled 

to Seattle with tins of ginger cookies, and 

Yulefest was saved from the very horrible plight 

of granola bars! 

After the program, it always takes some effort to 

get the kids out of the gowns into their street 

clothes. The Museum’s Green Room is usually 

very small and very crowded, so it always creates a bit of a 

challenge. Before the children leave, we usually give them a 

remembrance of their time at Yulefest. This year, they were 

given blue and while bulbs, which are the colors of the 

Finnish flag. The kids were quite excited with their 

mementoes, along with more chances to fill their tummies 

with more ginger cookies. I was also quite delighted to see 

that the children were eager to increase their calorie intake 

with the eating of the granola bars! For many of us, the 

favorite part of Yulefest is after the program, when the 

coordination is done, and we can migrate to the Bodego. The 

room is always filled with friends and many happy people 

listening to live Nordic music. It is a wonderful way to end 

Yulefest and begin the holiday season! 

The first Sunday in December, Katrilli and Folkvoice 

performed at the Swedish Club’s pancake breakfast. The 

breakfast is an amazingly popular event. A few weeks later, 

Katrilli performed at a retirement home, which is always 

rewarding. The residents seem to really enjoy folkdancing, 

along with some lively live music from Folkvoice. Katrilli 

practices every Sunday at the Swedish Club from 5:00-7:00 

p.m. If you would like to learn about Finnish traditions 

though music and dance, you are very much welcomed to 

join us. Usually, granola bars are not served during the 

breaks! 

Lilly Driver, Yulefest Lucia  

Photo by: Carla Wulfsberg  



Seattle Finnish-American Community Rich in History 
 

This year marks the forty-sixth anniversary of Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter. The women honored in the well-worn clipping to the left, Sylvia 
Summerland and Sirkka Wilson, were tremendously active in FFSC. In fact, 
Summerland organized the committee that oversaw the founding of our chapter 
and served as our first president. Wilson held the position of FFSC Circulation 
Manager for over twenty years and played an active and appreciated role in the 
Finnish-American Community.   
 

This item was shared by longtime member Norm Westerberg. How many more 
clippings or photographs are hidden away in a drawer, a box or between the pages 
of an old favorite book? Would you like to share some memories with old friends 
and history with younger members? We’d love to include your stories, photos and 
remembrances in the newsletter! 
 

Submissions may be made to ffsceditor@ymail.com  
or by mail to 

FFSC, PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA, 98175-0052 
A larger version of this historical record may be viewed at finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
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Message from the President of 
the Republic of Finland to 

Finnish expatriate communities 

on 6 December 2013: 

Finland’s Independence Day is again celebrated in 
Finnish homes and communities around the world. 

In the great transatlantic migration between the 1860s 
and 1930s, many people left Finland to seek a new life 
abroad, particularly in North America. However, 
although they left Finland behind, they did not forget 
those who stayed. Letters, cards and photos detailing 
the joys and sorrows of the migrants’ new lives travelled 
back and forth across land and sea. These messages 
were sometimes very long in coming. Today, there are 
some 250,000 Finns living abroad. If we include their 
descendants, the total comes to more than one million. 
The desire and need to stay in touch with Finland, with 
one’s culture as well as with friends and relatives 
remain as strong today as in earlier times. 

However, in the age of the internet, it is much easier 
and quicker to share our everyday lives than it was back 
in the days of surface mail. Communication between 
continents and other time zones is straightforward. The 
distances have grown shorter. I hope that in the case of 
expatriate Finns this will strengthen their sense of 
belonging and ties to their home country. I believe that 
following and participating in current public debates in 
Finland and sharing Finnish culture are an important 
part of experiencing what it is to be a Finn. 

Although the world is smaller and perhaps more uniform 
in its ways, Finland and Finns remain distinct among all 
other countries and nations. Today, candles will once 
again be lit on thousands of window sills all around the 
world to celebrate Finland and its independence. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all expatriate 
Finns a happy Independence Day and a peaceful 
Christmas season. 

  Sauli Niinistö 

  President of the Republic 

Tasavallan presidentin tervehdys 

ulkosuomalaisille yhteisöille 6.12.2013 

Suomen itsenäisyyspäivää vietetään jälleen 
suomalaisissa kodeissa ja yhteisöissä 
ympäri maailmaa. 

1860- ja 1930-lukujen välisinä suuren muuttoaallon 
vuosina Suomesta lähdettiin maailmalle, erityisesti 
Pohjois-Amerikkaan, suurin joukoin. Vaikka Suomi jäikin 
taakse, ei kotiin jääneitä kuitenkaan unohdettu. Kirjeet, 
kortit ja valokuvat, joissa kerrottiin uuden elämän iloista 
ja suruista, kulkivat edestakaisin merten yli, pitkiä 
postitaipaleita pitkin. Kuulumisia odottavan aika saattoi 
tuntua kovin pitkältä. 

Suomen rajojen ulkopuolella asuu tänä päivänä noin 
250 000 suomalaista. Määrä nousee yli miljoonaan kun 
mukaan lasketaan ulkomailla asuvien suomalaisten 
jälkeläiset. Halu ja tarve yhteydenpitoon Suomeen, 
omaan kulttuuriin sekä ystäviin ja sukulaisiin on tänä 
päivänä yhtä suuri kuin aikaisemminkin. 

Internet-aikana voimme kuitenkin jakaa arkeamme 
helpommin ja nopeammin kuin kirjeiden aikakaudella. 
Yhteydenpito toisille mantereille ja toisiin 
aikavyöhykkeisiin käy sujuvasti. Välimatkat ovatkin 
lyhentyneet. Toivon, että tämä vahvistaa ulkomailla 
asuvien suomalaisten yhteenkuuluvuuden tunnetta 
kotimaahansa. Suomessa käytävän ajankohtaisen 
keskustelun seuraaminen ja siihen osallistuminen sekä 
suomalaisen kulttuurin jakaminen ovat uskoakseni 
tärkeä osa suomalaisuuden kokemista. 

Maailmamme onkin pienentynyt ja tavatkin ehkä 
samankaltaistuneet, mutta Suomi ja  
suomalaiset erottuvat muiden valtioiden ja kansojen 
joukossa. Tänään tuhansilla ikkunalaudoilla eri puolella 
maailmaa sytytetään jälleen kynttilä Suomen ja sen 
itsenäisyyden kunniaksi. 

Toivotan kaikille ulkosuomalaisille hyvää 
itsenäisyyspäivää ja rauhallista joulun odotusta. 

  Sauli Niinistö 
  Tasavallan presidentti 

Retrieved from: http://www.presidentti.fi 
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Lemony Salad Dressing 
 

These humble but tasty ingredients can be combined quickly to  
make any salad special. 
 

¼ c. fresh lemon juice 
1 Tbsp. sugar 
½ tsp. salt 
Dash white pepper 
1 hardboiled egg yolk 
2 tsp. sweet-hot mustard 
¼ c. heavy cream 
 

Whisk lemon juice, sugar, salt and pepper together. Mash egg yolk through a fine mesh sieve and add to liquid 
along with mustard. Whisk briefly. Pour cream in slowly, while whisking, until well combined. Refrigerate for 
about ten minutes and then toss with your favorite (well-dried) salad greens. Enough for about six cups of greens. 
 

Cottage Cheese Citrus Cake 
 

Although this cake is made with cottage cheese, it is not a cheesecake. The texture is similar to that of a moist 
pound cake and it lends itself perfectly to the afternoon coffee table. 
 

2 Tbsp. butter, softened  
1 c. shortbread cookie crumbs (about 6 oz. cookies)  
1 ½ c. all-purpose flour  
2 ¼ tsp. baking powder 
1 ½ tsp. ground cinnamon  
1 tsp. ground cardamom 
¾ tsp. ground ginger 
1 ½ c. cottage cheese 
4 large eggs  
¾ c. firmly packed brown sugar  
½ c. granulated sugar  
1 ½ tsp. grated orange peel  
1 ½ tsp. grated lemon peel  
¾ c. (12 Tbsp.) butter, melted and cooled 
 

Whipped cream- either store-bought or homemade 
 

Preheat the oven to 325°F. Grease the bottom and sides of a 9 ½ -inch springform pan; set aside. Using a large fork, 
combine softened butter with the cookie crumbs; press into bottom, and slightly up the sides of springform pan to 
form crust; bake for five minutes and set aside. Sift flour, baking powder, cinnamon, cardamom and ginger into a 
small mixing bowl; set aside. Using the steel blade attachment, process cottage cheese in food processer until 
smooth. Add eggs, brown sugar, sugar and peels; processing until velvety smooth. Add melted butter, then add the 
reserved flour mixture; incorporating well. Scrape sides with rubber spatula if necessary. Pour the mixture into the 
prepared pan and bake for 1 hour. Cool and sprinkle with confectioner’s sugar. Top each slice with a dollop of 
whipped cream. 
 

 

The Mighty — Lemon? Yes, this little citrus fruit packs a mighty 

punch. It is found commonly in Finnish cuisine, although Finland does not have a domestic lemon crop. There are 

beverages like the traditional May Day mead, sima; lettu that are taken to a new level with butter, sugar and a 

squeeze of fresh lemon juice; breads that benefit from a bit of rind; and salmon that just wouldn’t look fully dressed 

without a bright yellow garnish. As you begin to dream of sunny days, perhaps you’ll try one of the following 

recipes. Enjoy! 
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Vertical-Roasted Lemon-Garlic Chicken 
 

A traditional home-cooked Finnish Sunday dish during the 1950s and 1960s was roasted chicken — grillattu broileri. 
These days ready-made rotisserie-style chickens can easily be found at most local markets in Finland. My own first 
experience with such chickens was during my first “solo” trip to Finland in 1973. After my aunt and I had purchased 
amazing and beautiful produce at the kauppatori we went to a little shop that smelled simply amazing. I never knew 
chicken could smell so good! Thus began my quest to roast a chicken with a crispy outer skin and moist tender meat. 
A little bit of the old Sunday dinner combined with the corner market, if you will. Here is the resulting recipe, which is 
also quite flexible. 

 
2 large cloves garlic, finely minced or pressed 
1 Tbsp. sugar 
4 tsp. salt, divided 
2 Tbsp. roughly chopped fresh herbs (I like tarragon and chives)* 
1 4 ½ - 5 lb. whole roasting chicken 
2 Tbsp. oil 
A small lemon, cut in wedges 
A few onion wedges 
1 tsp. ground pepper  
6-8 oz. liquid- this can be beer, white wine, fruit juice, ginger ale 
or lemon-lime soft drink 
 

 
 

Preheat oven to 425°F. In a small bowl, combine garlic, sugar, 2 teaspoons of salt and herbs. Set aside. Remove neck 
and giblets from chicken and reserve for another use or discard. Rinse chicken inside and out, and pat dry with paper 
towels. Rub outside of chicken lightly with oil. Sprinkle 1 teaspoon salt in cavity and loosely stuff with onion and all 
but one lemon wedge. Place your selected container** on baking pan and fill ½ full with the liquid of your choice. 
Sprinkle in about a teaspoon of your rub mixture. If it starts to foam over, just lay your finger across the top for a 
moment. Position chicken over can or jar and rub herb mixture into skin. Sprinkle with last teaspoon of salt and tuck 
wings back. Use reserved lemon wedge to close neck cavity. Adjust rack in oven if necessary and bake at 425°F for 15 
minutes. Shield wings with foil if they brown too quickly. Reduce temperature to 325°F and continue to bake 
approximately 1 ¼  hours or until the internal temperature registers  165°F in the breast area and 180°F in the thigh, 
or until the thigh juice runs clear when stabbed with a sharp knife. Remove from oven and let rest for 10 minutes 
before carving. 

 

    * Rosemary, dill, thyme or sage are all excellent choices, but feel free to be inventive with your herb choice. Just keep in mind 
your taste and that of those you are feeding.  
** There are many apparatus available commercially for roasting your chicken vertically on the grill. The basic design involves a 
reservoir for you to pour liquid or a stand for you to put a beer, soda or soup can. If you have one of these contraptions that’s 
wonderful. To use in the oven (as opposed to on the grill), just place on a heavy pan with a lip to catch any juices. If you don’t 
have one of these gadgets it’s not a problem. Just use a pint jar or a can placed on a heavy pan. While not quite as stable, this 
will work just fine. If using a can, either remove the top completely or punch a couple extra holes in the top. 
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Independence Day Dinner and Dance 
Celebrating Finnish Independence ~ December 7, 2013 

 
 

The evening began with the traditional social hour in the Swedish Cultural Center ballroom. Following an 
invocation by Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen – visiting pastor at the Seattle Finnish Lutheran Church – and 
singing of national anthems came greetings from Paul Raidna, Honorary Consul of Estonia, and music by 
the Finnish Choral Society, directed by Matteus Vaga. Before dinner was served, FFSC Vice-President Eric 
Schaad gave the keynote presentation on the “Oral Histories of the Finnish War Experience,” giving us a 
preview of the documentary being produced as part of the Nordic American Voices Oral History Project at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum. 
 

The excellent buffet dinner – featuring several kinds of salads, baked salmon, chicken divan, ham, 
lasagna, and rice – was prepared and served by Flame Catering. Dinner was followed by coffee and cake 
as well as a piano performance by Aaron Otheim. Satu Mikkola honored the local surviving Sotilaspojat, 
Kotirintamanaiset, and FFSC President Mikko Männistö awarded Gary London the President’s Award. 
 

Following the awarding of door prizes was the traditional Grande Polonaise and more dancing with music 
provided by Pickled Herring Band. 

Photos by: Esko Männistö  



 

The Finlandia Foundation Suomi Chapter invited me to deliver the keynote 
speech at the 96th Independence Day of Finland Celebration in Bellingham; 
afterwards, I was asked to share some of the points from my speech here, too. I 
wanted to insert a little bit about the role of women in the shaping of  Finnish 
society because history is typically told from a male perspective. 
 

     — Kristiina Hiukka, Honorary Vice Consul 

 

 

Finnish women have sisu. According to Kalevala, our national epic, the women even defy death by going down to 
the Underworld (Tuonela) to bring back their boys.  The stories from Kalevala describe the early Finnish society 
where men and women played at the same level, equal in terms of ability to destroy and create.  

In his famous poem, The Tales of Ensign Sta l (Va nrikki Stoolin tarinat) Runeberg describes a fictional woman 
named Lotta Sva rd. According to the poem, a Finnish soldier, private Sva rd (sva rd means a sword in 
English) went to fight in the Finnish War and took his wife, Lotta, along with him. Private Sva rd was killed in 
battle, but his wife remained on the battlefield, taking care of wounded soldiers.  

A hundred years later, the first European country to introduce women's universal suffrage – women’s right to 
both vote and run for an elected position – was the Grand Duchy of Finland, on October 1, 1906. Universal 
suffrage was a monumental reform. No longer was the right to vote dependent on social status or gender. The 
reform increased the electorate tenfold. Today 43% of the parliamentarians are women in Finland – and of 
course, Finland has had President Tarja Halonen serve two consecutive terms. Currently, only 18.3% of the 
members of the United States Congress are women. 

In 1920 a new women’s organization whose mission was to support soldiers adopted the name Lotta Sva rd. Both 
of my grandmothers were active Lottas during the war and even my mother served as a “Little Lotta.” By 1944 
with 242,000 volunteers it had become the largest voluntary auxiliary organization in the world. But when the 
Continuation War ended in 1944, the Soviet Union demanded that all organizations it considered paramilitary or 
semi-fascist be banned. Lotta Sva rd was one of those. However, the organization later evolved to Lotta Sva rd 
Foundation – now offering assistance to former Lottas to attend outpatient or institutional rehabilitation 
programs.  

During the Finnish Civil War, not all women were participating in the Lotta movement, which was affiliated with 
the White Guard. The Reds had several Women's Guard (Naiskaarti) units of voluntary 16- to 35-year-old 
women, who were given rudimentary military training. The fighting women of the Reds were admired and 
compared to the Amazons, the female warriors of ancient times.  

Finnish women are known for their sensibility for the practical. It was obvious already in the songs of Kalevala. 
Va ina mo inen provided Louhi, the dame of the Northland, a kantele as a gift in order to marry Aila, her daughter. 
Va ina mo inen played it so beautifully that everyone was moved to tears, but when Louhi tried picking on it, it just 
gave out a horrible sound. So, Louhi, shrewdly concluded:  

   “What good is the instrument without the player?  
   And even if I made sweet sounds,  
   would it get the farm work finished,  
   and the housework done?” 

The message is clear: work first, play later. 

 

Please note, the deadline for the April/May 
edition of the Newsletter is March 8, 2014.  

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor.  
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~Vicki Kobberod 

The Finnish Choral Society is presenting  
 

The 38th Annual Kalevala Day Festival  

March 2, 2014 at 2 PM  

at the Nordic Heritage Museum in Seattle  
 

Back to the 1920s 

as inspired by 

the Victrola, Victor Talking Machine. 

Victrola No. VV-XA 443308 from 1918 
 

Suggested Donation $15 (includes snack and coffee), students and children are free. 

Free if you become a member of the Finnish Choral Society  

We will have a tour back to the 1920s in music and words.  

You will be able to see and listen to a Talking Machine from 

1918 in excellent condition with original 78 rpm plates. Songs 

from the time by Viola Turpeinen, Hiski Salomaa, Arthur 

Kylander and many others will keep you in nostalgic mood in a 

Presentation of the Music and Songs in immigrant homes in  

the 1920s. 

More on the program: Suomi Koulu Children, Choir singing, 

Kantele players, Kalevala Trio and other musicians, dancing to 

the tunes of the Victrola. 



For a wonderful description of the 

Salolampi experience, click on the link 

found on our homepage at 

finlandiafoundationseattle.com. Further 

information on the programs is 

available at salolampi.org. 
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The mission of Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is “To promote 
ethnic cultural activities for the learning of the Finnish language and 
developing an appreciation of Finnish literature, history, art, and music 
through lectures, seminars, concerts and programs.” Contributions such 
as those listed here allow us to do just that.  

Be a Winner! 

Now is the time to encourage family and friends to join FFSC. Now would 
also be a good time to remind those with lapsed memberships, of three 
years or more, to renew. Giving the gift of a FFSC membership is a great 
idea. Simply ask that your name be placed on the membership application 
in the spot marked “Referred By” or to indicate same when making their 
payment. When purchasing a gift membership, please include your name 
on the blank marked “This is a gift from.” This will be our signal to enter 
you in the competition. The member bringing in the greatest number of 
new/renewed and gift memberships will receive the First Prize of a box of 
fine Finnish Chocolates. First, Second and Third Prize winners will be 

recognized in the June/July 2014 newsletter. The effective dates for this 
Membership Drive Contest are from December 10, 2013 to May 1, 2014.  

 

 

Are you a Moomin fan? 

Check out this site: 

tove100.com 

 

Many activities have been 

planned to commemorate the 

hundredth anniversary of artist, 

illustrator and author  

Tove Jansson. 

Newsletter 
Tanya Boede 
Sirpa & John Brock 
Ingegerd Carson 
Paivi Cherkas 
Saima Hyppa 
Susan & Glen Johnson 
Lea Jorgenson 
Karen Koon & Brad Edwards 
Wayne Matta  
Aini & Fred Messmer  
Anne & Barth Olson   
Joanne & Harold Rehkopf 
Deborah & Hakan Rudback 
Jenni Salmi 
Borje Saxberg 
Doris & Dale Snow  
Gretchen & Mikko Sund 
Dorothy & Fred Tobiason 

General Donations 
United Finnish Kaleva Brothers 
& Sisters Lodge #11 

Media Grant  
Suomi-Seura Finland Society 

In-Kind Donations  
Chartreuse Int'l, LLC 
Ronald & Charlene Karjala 
Rita Koski 
Scan Select, Inc 

Many thanks! Kiitos paljon! What is a Salolampi 

summer? 
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Reflections of the 2013 Christmas season at the Finnish Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance Hall. We will deliver them to 
Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food. THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he has done.”   
Proverbs  19:17       

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10 am 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 

Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Lucia celebration on December  14 with Lucia, Victor ia 

Mustonen, and a group of star boys and star girls. Victoria 

read a nice poem and the children sang the Lucia song and 

"We wish you a Merry Christmas". 

Kauneimmat Joululaulut was a special event with visiting 

Pastor Nina-Tetri Mustonen. Nina presented a story around the 

singing to make it especially festive. After the joulupuuro and 

rusina soppa and lots of singing, the true Christmas mood had 

arrived! 

The Christmas Day Service on December  25 again filled  

the church for a special service with Christmas readings, 

 joyful singing and music performances including Ilkka and 

Marjorie Talvi's violin duet and Varpunen jouluaamuna by 

Maria Männistö accompanied by the Kalevala Trio. 

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

In Memoriam: Hanna Ester Sarkanen passed away on November 10, 2013 at the age of 96. Born in Pori, Finland, she was a 

graduate of the University of Helsinki. A veteran of the Winter War, she served as a radio operator near the Russian border. She 

emigrated to Syracuse, New York with her husband Kyosti and her two daughters in 1954.  

The move to Seattle was made in 1961 when Kyosti became a professor at the University of Washington. A big group of family 

and friends gathered to celebrate Hanna's life at her memorial. Hanna faithfully served the church in many positions. She was an 

active  member of the Finnish Choral Society since the 1960s and was singing still a year ago. We miss her clear voice and 

guidance in our music selections. 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 75052, SEATTLE, WA  98175-0052 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation centered around the Pacific 

Northwest, the majority are in the Puget Sound region, but are also as 

far away as the eastern US.  Consider placing your ad in the FFSC 

Newsletter. Contact FFSC (see page 3) for more details—or email 

FFSC@finns.org 
 

Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 

can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 

Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia 

Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC). 
 

 

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 

manager— (see page 3 for details). 

2 “ column $22 /issue 

3” column $33 /issue 

1/4 page   $44 / issue 

1/2 page   $66 / issue 

Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 

    $125 / 3 issues 

    $185 / 3 issues 

    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 

$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

 

FFSC 

UNCLASSIFIEDS 

FOR INDIVIDUALS 
 

For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 

lines of copy (~40 characters per 

line).  

$1 per line thereafter. 

Commercial rates: $15 minimum  

(~40 characters per line )  $5 / 

line thereafter. 

  

Send checks or money order  (no 

cash please) to: 
  

FFSC UNClassifieds 

PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
  

Please note newsletter deadlines 

on page 3. 
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