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Through 
July 26 

 The exhibit “Finland: Designed Environments” is on view at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum. 

NHM 

Through 
April 11 

 “In LEGO, WE Connect,” an exhibit of Lego photography showcasing the work of 
Vesa Lehtimäki, among others, is on view at the Bryan Ohno Gallery in Seattle. 
See more details on page 5. 

 

April 11 2:00PM-
4:00PM 

Noel Wannebo will teach class participants how to make Fruit Soup, Rye Cookies, 
Cardamom Cream Pound Cake and Air Pudding. Visit www.nordicmuseum.org for 
ticket information. 

NHM 

April 11 9:00AM-
2:00PM 

Finnish citizens can vote in the Finnish parliamentary elections. Make sure to 
bring your passport. 

NHM 

April 22 6:30PM-
7:30PM 

FFSC annual meeting and board elections SC 

April 22 7:30PM Sotalapset (War Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 SC 

April 24 2:00PM Sotalapset (War Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 SC 

April 26 4:00PM The Novus Project, a consortium of musicians from the Seattle Symphony, the 
Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra, and other local musicians, will present works 
by Sibelus. $12 for members, $14 general admission. Go to: novusproject-
sibelius.eventbrite.com to purchase tickets. 

NHM 

May 7 4:00-
8:00PM 

Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers will perform at the Nordic Heritage Museum's new 
after-hours program, Nordic Nights. Enjoy tours of their exhibits, children's crafts, 
and refreshments.  This is an excellent opportunity to view the new exhibition, 
"Finland:  Designed Environments", along with enjoying Katrilli's performance of 
traditional Finnish folkdances. 

NHM 

May 10  Mother’s Day/Äitienpäivä  

May 27 7:30PM Lotat (Women in War), 1995, 48 minutes, K 12 SC 

May 29 2:00PM Lotat (Women in War), 1995, 48 minutes, K 12 SC 

May 29 9:00PM Apocalyptica with Art of Dying at the Showbox SoDo in Seattle  

June 20  Midsummer/Juhannus  

June 21  Father’s Day/Isänpäivä (U.S.)  

June 26 7:30PM Nummisuutarit (The Cobblers on the Heath), 1957, 89 minutes, K-7 SC 

June 28 2:00PM Nummisuutarit (The Cobblers on the Heath), 1957, 89 minutes, K-7 SC 

Calendar notes on page 8 

https://novusproject-sibelius.eventbrite.com/
https://novusproject-sibelius.eventbrite.com/


 Page 3 

FFSC Newsletter                                                    FFSC@finns.org                                           April/May 2015 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Eric Schaad 
Email: eschaad@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Cathy Perry  
Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Ron Karjala  
Karoliina Kuisma 
Christine Makela  
Paula Price  
Jenni Salmi 
Airi Suomalainen   
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year 
by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. 
Deadlines: the 8th day of every odd month (Jan/
Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). Preferred method of 
submission is by e-mail. Most formats and 
applications are supported. For regular mail, 
please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Please note, the deadline for the April/May 
edition of the Newsletter is May 8 2015.  

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor. 

 March is behind us, and so are the festivities celebrating the 150th 

anniversary of the birth of Jean Sibelius, at least for now. The celebration started 

March 1st with the 39th annual Kalevala Day Festival, where the Finnish Choral 

Society and Maria Männistö performed music by Sibelius and other Finnish 

composers. The Seattle Symphony’s three week Sibelius Festival opened on 

March 12th, which coincided with several activities in the local Finnish 

community. You can read more about those events elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

 Speaking of anniversaries, 2015 marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of several other well-known 

Finns: the artists Akseli Gallen-Kallela and Pekka Halonen as well as the photographer I.K. Inha, who  were 

all born in 1865. They knew each other and Sibelius well, in fact Sibelius and Inha were high school 

classmates. They all drew inspiration from the Kalevala, travelled abroad extensively and brought back new 

ideas and inspiration to Finland. In an interesting use of social media, the Gallen-Kallela Museum in Espoo, 

Finland, has created Facebook pages for both Gallen-Kallela and Halonen with frequent updates based on 

what’s known about their lives in 1915. Postings are historically accurate and frequently include 

photographs. Go take a look at https://www.facebook.com/gallenkallela and https://www.facebook.com/

taiteilijapekkahalonen. You do not need to have a Facebook account to read these Facebook pages. 

   

 The 75th anniversary of the end of the Winter War was on March 13th, the day when the Moscow Peace 

Treaty went into effect. In honor of this anniversary, the foundation for a memorial at Kasarmitori in 

Helsinki was established on March 13th, and the actual memorial will be created by the sculptor Pekka 

Kauhanen over the next two years. The memorial will be revealed in 2017, the year of Finland’s centennial. 

For information about the Winter War, I suggest going to http://www.talvisota.fi, although the content is in 

Finnish only. 

 

 And finally, the last anniversary that I will mention in this president’s message: Seattlen Suomi Koulu – 

The Finnish School of Seattle – will celebrate its 20th birthday later this year. The Suomi Koulu in Seattle 

was started by Airi Suomalainen in 1995 and met at the Finnish Lutheran Church when Auvo Naukkarinen 

was the pastor. Suomi Koulu has been an important part of the local Finnish community from its beginning 

and continues to serve many, many local families. 

 

 The annual meeting of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter will be held at the Swedish Club (1920 

Dexter Ave. N. Seattle) on Wednesday April 22nd at 6:30 PM. You are all welcome to attend the meeting and 

stay afterward for the presentation of the film Sotalapset (War Children), a documentary by Erja Dammert 

that uses archival footage and interviews by surviving participants to personalize the story of the 70,000 

Finnish children who were sent abroad during the Winter and Continuation Wars. 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 

https://www.facebook.com/gallenkallela
https://www.facebook.com/taiteilijapekkahalonen
https://www.facebook.com/taiteilijapekkahalonen
http://www.talvisota.fi
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Anyone who knows me at all knows that I love 

crime fiction. I enjoy trying to figure out who the 

murderer is, and having a guaranteed resolution 

to the mystery. I also enjoy series and getting to 

know sleuths, professionals and amateurs alike, 

as they grow and change over the course of sever-

al crimes, so I was thrilled to discover Salla 

Simukka and her new trilogy featuring the young 

heroine Lummikki Andersson.  You’ll find 

Simukka’s first novel in the trilogy, As Red as 

Blood (Punainen kuin Veri), featured in my book 

review along with Helsinki Noir, an anthology of 

crime stories centering on Helsinki, on page 7. 

  

On a related but sobering note, as we have just 

passed the 75th anniversary of the end of the Win-

ter War on March 13, 1940, political events that 

happen far away can have ramifications locally. 

On January 5, 1940, the Finnish-born Laura Law 

was found murdered in her living room in Aber-

deen. A brutal murder that remains unsolved to 

this day, it symbolized the tensions in the local 

Finnish community between the “Red” Finns who 

supported the Soviet Union’s invasion of Finland 

and called it a defensive act, other communist-

minded Finns who nevertheless criticized the as-

sault on Finland, and the “White” Finns who were 

fervently anti-Communist.     

 

Laura Law, born Lea Laura Luoma in Pori, Fin-

land in 1914, belonged to the Red faction of 

Finns in the Pacific Northwest, and the Luomas 

had denounced the Soviet Union’s actions. Well-

versed in labor issues, Laura herself organized 

and became the first president of the Aberdeen 

Women’s Auxiliary. Law’s husband Richard was 

an executive board member of the International 

Woodworkers of America, a leftist organization 

that however had members who resisted the in-

volvement of Communist Party members in the 

union. Where did the aggression against Laura 

Law come from? As more research commences 

on the Finnish wars of the 1940s, hopefully more 

light could be shed on this tragic event as well. 

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Finn’s Lego Photography on View 
 

By Mia Spangenberg 

 Vesa Lehtimäki, an illustrator and graduate of the 
University of Industrial Arts in Helsinki, never imagined 
that his hobby of taking photographs of his son’s Legos 
would bring the toy giant to his door. But after his 
photos posted on Flickr, Twitter and Facebook began 
receiving international praise, and he dropped his 
pseudonym and used his real name instead, Lego 
quickly contacted him. As a life-long Star Wars fan, 
Lehtimäki was delighted to work with Lego to photo-
graph their new line of Hobbit, Lord of the Rings and 
Star Wars Legos.   
 
 When Lehtimäki started out, he wanted to figure 
out how to take pictures of Legos that would make 
them look life-size.  Along the way, he developed a 
special technique, which he calls “forced atmospheric 
perspective,” by adding smoke and other small parti-
cles between his subjects and the camera lens.  This 
technique also inspired the filmmakers behind the 
Lego movie and has made one of his photos one of the 
top 25 pictures on Flickr in 2015. 
 
 Here in Seattle, we have the unique opportunity 
to see  a selection of his photographs on view at the 
Bryan Ohno Gallery in the International District, 
through April 11. The exhibition, titled “In LEGO, WE 
Connect,” showcases the work of Shelly Corbett and 
Boris Vanrillaer as well. The gallery aims to show 
works that blur the lines between art and science, and 
was named one of Seattle’s top ten art galleries in 
2013.  

In LEGO, WE Connect 

Bryan Ohno Gallery 

March 5 — April 11 

 
 521 S. Main Street   Hours: 

 Seattle, WA 98104   Tuesday — Saturday 

 (206) 459-6857    12-5PM 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES SPRING 2015 
Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

April 2 -- June 4, 2015 (10 sessions) 

8504 13th Avenue NW 

Seattle, WA 98117 
 

Finnish for Complete Beginners (Evan Wright)  

6:00PM - 7:30PM  

This class focuses on basic everyday vocabulary and grammar.  

 

Finnish Conversation (Laura Ivaska)  
7:30PM – 9:00PM 

This class works on putting your Finnish skills to use in spoken interactions. All skill levels between intermediate 

to advanced are welcome! 

 

Coming up… A summer class! 

If you’re interested in taking Finnish in the summer months or learning more about this option, please email us 

with your name and the level you’d like to take (beginning, intermediate, conversation).  
 

 

About our classes: 

 Tuition for spring is $87 per class and due on the first day of class 

 Classes are first-come, first-served: please bring this registration form with you, filled in, and with a check made 

out to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. If you cannot make the first session, please email us (see below) to 

notify. 

 

Queries and contact: 

If you have any questions, please email: languageclasses@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

Student information 

 

         ________________________________________________________________ 

Name      Email 

 

________________________________________________________________  

 Mailing address     City, zip 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 Telephone      Best time to call  

 

Beginner class □  Discussion group □  

 
Payment: Class Fee $ _______ Membership $ _______ TOTAL $ ______   

Check # ______  Payment date _____ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Are you a FFSC member yet? 

Membership is by the calendar year, so join now for 2015! 

 

  Single $25/yr  Couple/Family $30/yr  Supporting $55/yr 

  Senior $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr   Lifetime $350 

 
  ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finnish Crime Fiction Increasingly Diverse 

  By Mia Spangenberg 
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 Since the success of the Harry Potter series and 

the birth of my own daughter, I have been much more 

apt to pick up children’s literature as well as young 

adult fiction. In fact I was quite curious and had high 

expectations for Salla Simukka’s As Red As Blood 

(Punainen kuin veri), the first book in her Snow White 

crime trilogy published in English in 2014. Simukka, 

born in 1981, has already achieved major acclaim for 

a young writer: in 2013, she won the Topelius Prize, 

awarded for the best young adult fiction, for her nov-

els Without a Trace (Jäljellä, 2012) and Elsewhere 

(Toisaalla, 2012). (At present, there don’t appear to be 

any plans to translate these novels into English.) Fol-

lowing on this success, the rights for her Snow White 

trilogy have already been sold to over 40 countries. 

 The trilogy features the 17-year-old Lumikki An-

dersson. Lumikki, which translates as Snow White, is 

described by Simukka’s agent as the Lisbeth Salander 

(a character made world famous by Stieg Larsson in 

his Millenium trilogy) for young adult readers. Like 

Lisbeth, Lumikki is tough and keeps to herself. She 

lives alone, and while still in high school, she keeps a 

cool distance from her classmates and what she con-

siders to be their petty concerns about popularity and 

partying. She may not otherwise be as intense as 

Lisbeth in her personality and clothing, but she sticks 

to dark clothing and combat boots and has a dark past, 

one that has made her resourceful, strong, and ob-

servant—someone who sees things without being seen 

herself.  

 Lumikki is quickly drawn into a mystery that in-

volves bloody cash and three of her most popular 

classmates, Elisa, Tuukka, and Kasper.  When these 

classmates realize they are in over their heads, they 

recruit Lumikki to help them out, and she becomes the 

heroine who protects Elisa and cows the boys with her 

intelligence and seeming fearlessness. Simukka skill-

fully moves the story along while dropping hints about 

Lumikki’s troubled past. As I cheered for Lumikki 

through the twists and turns of the plot, I eagerly be-

gan looking forward to the next two instalments in the 

trilogy. As White as Snow (Valkoinen kuin lumi) has 

just been published and is available from Amazon and 

on Kindle, and the final novel in the series, As Black 

as Ebony (Musta kuin eebenpuu), is due to appear in 

2016. 

 Helsinki Noir (2014), an anthology of stories edit-

ed by the late James Thompson, showcases a variety 

of Finnish authors writing crime fiction in English. 

But the content is much darker and oftentimes very 

violent, from a story about a gang wandering the 

streets of Helsinki to one about a date rapist. And in 

many more, domestic violence, alcohol abuse, and a 

deeply rooted rage welling from feelings of power-

lessness and poverty make for uncomfortable reading.  

 Even though I am an avid reader of crime fiction, 

I couldn’t help but wonder whether the violence por-

trayed here was justified. It is a question that crime 

writer Leena Lehtolainen has also grappled with in her 

work. While portraying violence is always difficult for 

her, Lehtolainen realized that writing crime fiction is 

her way of opposing violence, as paradoxical as this 

may be. Lehtolainen manages to portray violence 

without sensationalizing or glorifying it, and to my 

mind most of these stories fail in that department. It’s 

as if many of the writers wanted to put their crime fic-

tion on the international map, but they leave only a 

bad taste in readers’ mouths instead.  

 Lehtolainen’s story in the anthology, “Kiss of 

Santa” is by contrast an excellent study of the motives 

for crimes as she unlocks the drama behind stolen 

goods at the iconic Stockmann department store. For 

me, this is what the best crime fiction accomplishes: it 

explores the myriad sides of human nature and the 

ways in which different stressors in our environment, 

from one’s socioeconomic status to gender, race and 

family tensions, can tip someone into committing a 

crime. At its best, such fiction compels use to feel out-

raged at the indignities of humanity, as we as human 

beings are capable of doing so much good instead.    
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Seattle native Kathyrn Rantala has recently seen The Finnish Orchestra, her book of poetry and photographs, 

published by Ravenna Press. Rantala has a four decade history of poetry and prose in print, but this is her first 

effort to deal with her Finnish connection. The granddaughter of an immigrant who settled in Astoria, she 

takes the title of her collection from a photograph of her grandfather playing bass in a local orchestra in the 

early 20th century. In her travels, Rantala has visited the country of her origin and has clearly developed a 

strong affinity for it. Reviewing The Finnish Orchestra for the Galatea Resurrects #23 Blogspot, Rebecca 

Loudon has written, “I flat out loved this book. A must read for anyone with Finland in their history, for 

anyone who wants to discover an unknown land, for anyone who loves a fine romance on a cold winter night.” 

The appearance of the English-language translation of Sofi Oksanen’s most recent novel last month was made 

possible by the work of Seattle translator Lola Rogers. When the Doves Disappeared (Kun kyyhkyset 

katosivat) is Oksanen’s highly-praised treatment of beleaguered Estonia during Soviet and Nazi wartime 

occupation. The Toronto Star raves, “No one in these pages is predictable, because survival in this period, 

Oksanen so beautifully reveals, meant learning to love only from the part of the heart that knows how to 

betray.” The novel comes “highly recommended” by Library Journal, while Publisher’s Weekly calls it 

“powerful fiction.” When the Doves Disappeared is published in the United States by Alfred A. Knopf. 

Progress is continuing slowly on the Finnish DVD being produced by the Nordic American Voices Oral 

History Project at the Nordic Heritage Museum. Utilizing interviews with local members of the Finnish 

community who have recollections of the 1939-1945 wars in Finland, this DVD will be made widely available 

to organizations and individuals interested in these wars. An editing committee has spent many hours sifting 

through the excellent interviews of some twenty Finns who have shared their memories of this turbulent and 

historic period.  In the meantime, the NAV is seeking additional interviews from Finnish immigrants or their 

descendants.  Contact nav@nordicmuseum.org to be interviewed or to recommend someone for an interview. 

Apocalyptica, perhaps Seattle’s favorite Finnish rock band, will be playing at the Showbox in Sodo on May 

29. The popularity of this group is represented anecdotally by two encounters with enthusiastic fans – one 

after the last visit by the genre-defying band in a casual conversation with a seat mate at the Seattle Symphony 

and the second while getting a hair cut by a stylist who already has her ticket for the May concert.  

Apocalyptica, formed in 1993 by four classically-trained cello players, is playing in Seattle as part of a two-

month tour of North America in conjunction with the release of their new album, “Shadowmaker.”   

Schedule Notes:   
* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,  

  8502  13th Ave NW, Seattle  

*  Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,   

  1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 

* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle: Please check the website at https://sites.google.com/site/ barneleikarringen/home  

  for current practice dates and location or to sign up for mailing list to receive regular notices of 
practices and events. Call (425) 954-5257 or email Barneleikarringen@gmail.com for more  

  information 

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 



Films from Finland 
2015 

 

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm 

in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.  
 

 

April 22/24 Sotalapset (War  Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 

This moving documentary by Erja Dammert uses archival footage and interviews by surviving participants to personalize the story of 

the 70,000 Finnish children who were sent abroad, primarily to Sweden, during the Winter and Continuation Wars.  Jussi winner for 

Best Documentary in 2004.  

 

May 27/29 Lotat (Women in War), 1995, 48 minutes, K 12 

A narrator at the beginning of this long-overdue documentary reads a letter from a Finnish newspaper about a Lotta volunteer who 

faces Russian fire to deliver soup to men on the front.  The question asked by the letter-writer is why no one knows about this.  

Thanks to this revealing film, we can all know about her and her sisters.    

 

June 26/28 Nummisuutarit (The Cobbler s on the Heath), 1957, 89 minutes, K -7 

Finally available with English subtitles, this third film version of Alexis Kivi’s beloved classic spins the rollicking tale of marriage 

plans gone awry in 19th century rural Finland, but subplots also abound.  The film makes unusual use of Sovcolor – the Soviet 

Union’s answer to Hollywood’s Technicolor.  

 

July and August Contact the Swedish Club for  summer  film programming at swedishclubnw.org. 

 

September 23/25 Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12  

The story of Peter Franzén’s difficult boyhood with a violently abusive father first appeared in book form, then as a play, and finally 

as this gripping yet strangely optimistic film, directed by Franzén in an impressive debut. 

 

October 28/30 Presidentintek ijät (The President Makers), 2014, 76 minutes, S  

A rare look behind the scenes of a presidential campaign in Finland – in this case the successful 2012 effort by Sauli Niinistö’s inner 

circle to get him elected.   Of particular interest is the extent to which Finnish electoral politics have come to resemble those in the 

United States. 

 

November 25/27 Väärät juuret (Twisted Roots),  2009, 99 minutes, K-11 

What happens to a family when a husband and father discloses that he has a debilitating, incurable and ultimately fatal disease?  A 

cast of first-rate Finnish actors, headed by Pertti Sveholm as the victim of Huntington’s Disease, bring their story realistically and 

sympathetically to life in this Saara Saarela film.  

 

December 23/January 8 Joulutarina (Chr istmas Story), 2007, 96 minutes, K -7 

See for yourself why this sweet and engaging story of how Santa came to be was the most-seen film in Finland when it was first 

released and why it returns to this series for the third time. Bring the whole family. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  

Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland  
Society to assist in the publication of our newsletter. 
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Two Powerful Documentaries Complete Series on War 
By Gary London 

The “Films from Finland” series continues and concludes its observance of the 75th anniversary of the end of 

the Winter War with a pair of documentaries that examine the impact of the Winter and Continuation Wars on 

children and women. 

On April 22, following the annual meeting of Finlandia Foundation Seat-

tle Chapter, Sotalapset (War Children) will be featured. This film is con-

structed around interviews with Finns who were war children in Sweden; 

they talk candidly about the positive and the negative elements of the 

experience and how it has affected their lives. They remind us that chil-

dren made their own wartime sacrifices, as did their parents, who sent 

them abroad for their safety and security. Leaving home, adjusting to a 

new family  in another country, often learning a different language, and 

then being called upon to return to Finland at war’s end – these were 

heavy tasks for children. In fact, some unknown number of war children 

      (the estimates range from 6,000 to 15,000) stayed in their adopted Nordic 

countries. Director Erja Dammert reveals the human side of what is sometimes called the largest ever wartime 

transfer of children across national boundaries. 

 

The May 27 film focuses on another group—Lotta Svärd—said to be the world’s largest women’s auxiliary 

organization at the time. Lotat (The Lottas), like Sotalapset, relies on interviews with those who were actual 

participants. Five women discuss their experiences on the home front as well as the front lines during the Finn-

ish wars. They speak with honesty and authenticity about nursing the wounded, preparing bodies, cooking and 

delivering food and myriad other activities. They make it clear that they feel that their contribution to the war 

effort was not always appreciated at the time, nor has it been subsequently. This frank and sometimes surpris-

ing film goes some way to rectifying that omission. 

Finnish Studies Program 25
th

 Anniversary Celebration  

Save the Date! 

 The Finnish Studies Program at the UW will be turning 25 this year!  To celebrate the milestone and to 

help the Program have continued success in the next 25 years, Mr. Eero Tetri promised last October to match 

all gifts made by the anniversary celebration on October 23, 2015, up to $25,000.  

  Please accept his challenge, make a gift and come celebrate with students, fac-

ulty and other donors on October 23.  After the reception, all donors will have re-

served seats to a lecture by Mr. Pasi Sahlberg, the renowned expert on Finnish edu-

cation, who will be joining us for this special occasion. 

 If you would like to give a donation, direct your gift to the Eero and Helli Tetri 

Endowment (Finnish instruction and scholarships), the Kalevala Fund 

(scholarships) or the Finnish Studies Endowment (discretionary needs of the pro-

gram). 

By Check: Make your check payable to UW Foundation and indicate the fund of 

your choice.  Mail to The Department of Scandinavian Studies, UW, Box 353420, 

Seattle, WA 98195-3420. 

By credit card: Go to http://depts.washington.edu/scand/; click Make a Gift; click 

Supporting Finnish Studies; click You can contribute to all of these funds online. 

Then follow the prompts. 

 We hope to see all FFSC readers in October! Eero Tetri 

Photo by: Pirkko Borland 

http://depts.washington.edu/scand/
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New Visiting Lecture of Finnish, Ilmari Ivaska, Settles in at UW 

By Mia Spangenberg 

 Ilmari Ivaska, the new Visiting Lecturer in Finn-

ish in the University of Washington’s Department of 

Scandinavian Studies, has hit the ground running.  

Alongside teaching Finnish classes, he is recruiting 

students, planning a new course for the spring quarter, 

and helping with preparations for the Finnish Studies 

Program’s upcoming 25th anniversary celebration.  

 Ilmari is not new to Seattle, or to the University 

of Washington for that matter. Some of you may have 

had the opportunity to meet him during the 2010-2011 

academic year, when he was a Fulbright scholar teach-

ing first year Finnish and also took graduate level 

courses in linguistics and second language acquisition, 

his field of specialty.   

 For those of you who may not know Ilmari, he is 

originally from the small bilingual town of Parainen.  

While it is in the archipelago just outside Turku, it is 

known for having the largest surface mining site in 

Finland, where calcium oxide is produced for cement. 

He has spent the past ten years in Turku, with several 

longer tripe abroad to Greece, Italy and the U.S. 

 Ilmari became interested in second language ac-

quisition when he volunteered in a primary school 

with many students learning Finnish as a second lan-

guage.  As he describes it, “I was quite soon con-

vinced that language skills are the single most im-

portant factor in people's understanding of foreign 

places, habits and cultures - even if mere survival 

would be completely possible without it. The same 

applies also to Finnish studied abroad - understanding 

language opens doors to a Finland that would other-

wise remain beyond reach.” 

 He is especially intrigued by the overlap between 

second language acquisition and Finnish as a second 

or foreign language.  In fact, rather than calling him-

self a language teacher, Ilmari prefers to call himself a 

language specialist who also teaches. After complet-

ing his MA in Finnish in Finland, Ilmari honed his 

skills teaching Finnish as a second language in Na-

ples, Italy, followed by his Fulbright year here in Seat-

tle. Ilmari is now working on completing his doctorate 

on advanced second language learners of Finnish and 

hopes to defend his dissertation this coming summer 

at the University of Turku. 

 Luckily Ilmari would like to stay for another two 

to three years, and he has several ideas for attracting 

new students to the program, including a new course 

he will be teaching this spring. The course is titled: 

"Typological and Historical Perspectives on the Finn-

ish Language".  He wants to tackle pervasive myths 

about Finnish and languages in general, such as the 

idea that Finnish is one of the most difficult languages 

in the world (it is, according to Ilmari, a much more 

stereotypical language than English is, when com-

pared to all of the other languages in the world). 

 Ilmari is already building a track record for suc-

cess in drawing students to Finnish.  Just this past 

quarter, he taught “Introduction to Finnish Cultural 

and Literary History” and set a record with 25 stu-

dents enrolled in the class. Ilmari made sure to arm 

them not only with knowledge about Finnish national 

romanticism but also about Moomins and heavy metal 

mania in Finland.    

 Of the upcoming Finnish program’s 25th anniver-

sary celebration, Ilmari couldn’t be more enthusiastic.  

He says, “I think it's pretty remarkable that it has sur-

vived through the years and all the financial hardship, 

that's something that cannot be taken for granted! The 

program has shown convincingly that the eternal ques-

tion of "Why Finnish?" can and needs to be answered, 

and that each student of Finnish proves its meaning-

fulness over and over again in their own way. Now 

that things look good and the program is well set for 

the future, I'd love to have 25 new students next fall in 

the elementary Finnish course to celebrate the anni-

versary!”  

Photo by: Ilmari Ivaska 
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 The opening night of Seattle Symphony Orchestra’s Sibelius Festival on March 12th kicked off a whirl-

wind weekend of activities to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Finnish composer Jean 

Sibelius. Prior to the opening night concert cellist Jussi Makkonen and pianist Ruusamari Teppo (who is a 

great-great-granddaughter of the composer) gave a pre-concert lecture, playing several of Sibelius’ pieces 

arranged for cello and piano, and telling interesting stories about the composer and his works. Following 

the lecture, Ambassador Ritva Koukku-Ronde, who earlier had been present at the opening of Nordic Herit-

age Museum’s Finland: Designed Environments exhibition, gave brief remarks along with Symphony presi-

dent Simon Woods and Finlandia Foundation National president Ossi Rahkonen. Rahkonen also presented 

the Symphony with Finlandia Foundation’s first annual Award of Excellence. 

  

 The Symphony, led by principal guest conductor Thomas Dausgaard, gave a superb performance of 

Sibelius’ Finlandia and Symphonies number 1 and 2 to a practically sold-out Benaroya Hall, with the Seat-

tle Times declaring the performance “a majestic opening to symphony’s Sibelius salute”. A reception with 

the Ambassador and other dignitaries followed the concert. 

  

 Since 2012 Seattle Symphony has offered “Symphony Untuxed” concerts, which are less formal and 

shorter than the usual performances. The concert on Friday the 13th was one of these “untuxed" performanc-

es featuring Sibelius’ 2nd symphony and Finlandia. The Finnish Choral Society as well as local Swedish and 

Norwegian choirs joined the Symphony Chorale in singing Finlandia with singers placed in groups of eight 

among the audience. After the concert, the Finnish Chorale Society performed a 20-minute program of mu-

sic by Sibelius and other Finnish composers in the Benaroya Hall lobby.  

  

 On the morning of Saturday March 14th, Jussi Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo gave a concert to the 

children of Suomi Koulu in Redmond. Makkonen is passionate about teaching classical music, especially 

Sibelius, to young people and has created a narrative school concert which he has presented to nearly 

300,000 children in Finland over the past two years. The performance at Suomi Koulu was terrific and 

memorable for the children and adults present. 

  

 In the evening it was time for celebration at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle, where a catered 

dinner for local Finns and Finlandia Foundation National trustees and their spouses was held. The trustees 

had travelled to Seattle for two days of meetings, and most had arrived early in order to be at the Sympho-

ny’s opening night concert and stayed longer to attend the dinner as well as other activities on Sunday. In 

addition to dinner, guests enjoyed performances by Finnish Choral Society and four past Finlandia Founda-

tion National Performers of the Year: Maria Männistö, Marja Kaisla, Maria Kizirian and Terhi Miikki-

Broersma.  

  

 On Sunday March 15th, Jussi Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo gave an all-Sibelius concert in 

Brecehmin Auditorium at the University of Washington School of Music. The program included many well

-known pieces by Sibelius, such as Valse Triste, Karelia Suite, Impromptu and Finlandia as well as un-

published works, such as an arrangement of The Tempest by Sibelius’ son-in-law Jussi Jalas, which was 

performed for the first time in the United States. The concert was a fantastic ending for four days of cele-

bration in the Seattle area Finnish community. 

Talented Artists Perform Sibelius and Delight Audiences of All Ages 
By Mikko Männistö 
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2015-2016  Board Elections 
Wednesday April 22, 2015 

6:30 PM at the 

Swedish Cultural Center 
 

 Our 2015 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding  

the Films from Finland presentation.  

 Please submit nominees or address any questions to: 
 

FFSC Nominating Committee  

PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  

or by email to: FFSC@finns.org 

Ruusamari Teppo and Jussi Makkonen performed at 

the Finnish School of Seattle on March 14, 2015. 

Photo by: Mikko Männistö 

Finnish Choral Society of Seattle performed songs by Sibelius at Benaro-

ya Hall on March 13, 2015. Photo by: David Brown 

Satu Mikkola with four past Finlandia Foundation National Performers 

of the Year: Terhi Miikki-Boersma, Marja Kaisla, Maria Kizirian, and 

Maria Männistö, all of whom performed at the Finnish Lutheran Church 

on March 14, 2015. Photo by: Mikko Männistö 
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Mervi Kintner Remembered 
By Rita Koski 

 Mervi (Kivalo) Kintner was born in Finland, and though 

she immigrated to the United States as a young woman and 

started a family here, her roots were deeply imbedded in the 

soil of her homeland. In all that she did she displayed that 

special tenacity of spirit that we Finns simply refer to as Sisu. 

She shared her considerable energy and talent for various 

projects within the local Finnish-American community, but 

she most vigorously responded to the charge in the early 

1980's to reclaim the local Finnish Lutheran Church from an 

independent congregation of non-Finns. Always a champion 

of fairness, Mervi simply saw an unfair and unacceptable sit-

uation that needed to be corrected, and so she went to work 

along with other likeminded activists. Countless hours of re-

search, documentation and court proceedings led to the de-

sired results, and there is no doubt that it was accomplished, 

in large part, by Mervi's determined dedication to the cause. 
  

 Mervi was a stylish homemaker, a culinary master and a 

charming hostess. An evening spent at the Kintner home in-

cluded good food and drink in the warmest and most wel-

coming atmosphere.  She was a talented artist, evident from 

her simplest floral arrangements to the placement of furnishings in the home and the murals she painted. 
  

 Mervi also knew a good man when she saw one, and that one was Doctor Walter Kintner, local dentist, 

brilliant artist and a pretty good golfer. Working together at the dental office for many years seemed to be no 

problem, which is most unusual but very indicative of Mervi's dedication and adaptability. Once retired, the 

couple explored new destinations and returned to familiar places, including trips to Mervi's homeland, Finland. 

No destination, however, was as dear and becoming as their cabin on Camano Island. It provided that perfect 

destination for enjoying  each other's devoted company, for gatherings with friends and family, artistic inspira-

tion and for a quiet moment to watch the setting sun. 
  

 The sun has set for the last time for Mervi, but the memory of this extraordinary woman will linger as do 

the last rays of the sun at the end of a perfect day. 
  

 For me, to have known Mervi was to have known goodness. 
 

 Rest in peace dear friend. 

Photo by: Nina Folden 
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Photo submitted by Paula Price 

Olen laatimassa Suomen raamatunkääntämisen histo-

riasta tutkimusta ja julkaisua, jossa esitellään kaikki 

käännökset Mikael Agricolasta nykypäivään asti. Tie-

tooni on tullut sellaisia versioita, joita ei tunneta Suo-

messa. Etsin tietoja seuraavista versioista: 

 

1. Eräs USA:ssa asuva suomalainen on nähnyt siellä 

sellaisen version, jossa Biblian tekstiä on korjailtu. 

Hän muisteli, että erityisesti herätti huomiota kohta, 

ehkä Luuk. 10:21, joka oli käännetty erikoisesti, joten-

kin seuraavasti "Jeesus oli pyörivässä hypyssä". Mah-

dollisesti on kyseessä Uusi testamentti. Koska teksti 

oli fraktuuraa, niin painos lienee 1800-luvulta tai 1900

-luvun alusta. Voi olla, että kyseessä on USA:ssa otet-

tu painos. 

 

2. Vapaakirkollinen Vilho Rantanen kertoi teokses-

saan /Pöytäpuheita/ Vapaan Lähetyksen lähettinä toi-

mineesta Vilho Grönlundista. Tämä oli vanhuuden 

päivinään USA:ssa kääntänyt Uutta testamenttia krei-

kasta suomeksi. Rantanen kävi tapaamassa Grönlundia 

tämän kotona Seattlen kaupungin seutuvilla sijaitse-

vassa Winlockin kylässä. Rantanen kirjoitti: ”Tohtori 

Grönlundilla on vanhuuden eläkepäivinä meneillään 

mittava työ. Hän on uurastanut vuosikausia kääntäes-

sään kreikankielestä suomeksi Uutta testamenttia. Vii-

vymme tämän käännöksen parissa kauan. Aivan uusia 

vivahteita ja uusia näköaloja avaa lukijan silmien 

eteen G:n käännös. Moni sanan kohta elää uudella ja 

syvemmällä tavalla.” Vierailu tapahtui v. 1951. Grön-

lundin käännöksestä en ole sen jälkeiseltä ajalta saanut 

mitään tietoa. Grönlund itse on jo kuollut. 

 

Pyydän ystävällisesti apuanne. Kaikki tiedot ja tiedon-

murutkin näistä käännöksistä kiinnostavat. Jos jollakin 

on jompikumpi näistä käännösversioista tai tieto, mis-

tä sellaisen voisi saada, olisin hyvin kiitollinen. Pyy-

täisin lähettämään minulle kaikki tiedot. Mielelläni 

otan vastaan myös alkuperäisen kappaleen vaikkapa 

lainaksi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am researching the history of Finnish translations of 

the Bible and preparing a publication that will present 

all translations from Mikael Agricola to the present 

day.  It has come to my attention that there are transla-

tions not known in Finland.  I am looking for infor-

mation on the following versions: 

 

1. One Finn living in the U.S. has seen a translation in 

which the Bible’s text has been changed.  She remem-

bers being particularly struck by a passage, maybe in 

Luke 10.21, which was translated oddly as something 

like “Jesus was in a spinning jump.”  It’s possible this 

is from the New Testament.  Since the text was in 

Gothic script, this edition is probably from the 1800s 

or the early 1900s.  It’s possible this edition was pub-

lished in the U.S. 

 

2. Vilho Rantanen, of the Evangelical Free Church of 

Finland, discusses Vilho Grönlund, a missionary of 

the Free Church, in his /Table Talks/.  During his re-

tirement in the U.S., Grönlund translated the New Tes-

tament from Greek into Finnish.  Rantanen went to 

visit Grönlund in the town of Winlock close to Seattle.  

Rantanen wrote: “Dr. Grönlund is working on a nota-

ble translation in his retirement years.  He has labored 

for years to translate the New Testament from Greek 

into Finnish.  We lingered a long while on his work.  

Grönlund’s translation provides the reader with brand 

new nuances and perspectives.  Many passages come 

to life in a new and deeper way.”  This visit took place 

in 1951.  I haven’t found any information on what 

happened to Grönlund’s translation since that time.  

Grönlund has himself already passed away.  

 

I am kindly asking for your help.  Any information at 

all about these translations will be helpful.  If anyone 

has a copy of these translations or knows how I can 

get one, I would be very thankful for the information.  

I would also welcome receiving an original copy, e.g. 

on loan. 

 

/Martti Päivänsalo/ 

Vuojärven puistotie 1 as 22 

FIN-41340 Laukaa  FINLAND 

Tel: +358 400 203075 

 Email: martti.paivansalo@kotikone.fi 

Researcher Seeking Information on Bible Translations in the U.S. 
Translated by Mia Spangenberg 

https://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com:2096/cpsess6422438951/horde/imp/dynamic.php?page=mailbox
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Finnish Meatloaf with a Mediterranean Flair 

Text and photos by Gunnar Damstrom,  

Head Chef Finnish Lutheran Church 

 

I found this recipe on www.Hellapoliisi.fi .We have served it a couple of times at the Finnish Lutheran 

Church and have received positive feedback.   

 

For 4-6 servings you will need: 

  ½ cup bread crumbs (gluten free if you wish) 

  1 cup piping hot water 

  1 Lbs. lean ground beef 

  4 Tbsp. sundried tomatoes, julienned 

  2 cloves of garlic, minced 

  1 ½ cup of sweet onions, finely chopped 

  ¼ Lbs. feta cheese, chopped in small cubes 

  10 Kalamata olives 

  2 Tsp. of a mixture of equal parts of dry basil, oregano and tarragon 

  3 Tbsp. green pesto sauce 

  ½ cup freshly grated parmesan cheese 

  Be careful with salt. Feta and olives can contain quite a bit. It can always be added. 

 

Place the bread crumbs in a bowl and pour over the hot water. Let swell for five minutes. Add the ground 

beef, sundried tomatoes, garlic and onions. Remove the pits from the olives and cut them into slivers. Add to 

the mixture with the herbs and mix thoroughly. Finally fold in the feta cubes. I press ditches into the mixture 

and then add the feta cubes. The feta crumbles easily.  

Mold a loaf in an ovenproof dish. Alternatively make a loaf on parchment paper on an oven plate, though the 

latter method may cause a mess in the oven. Spread the pesto sauce over the top of the loaf and then sprinkle 

on the parmesan cheese. Bake in the oven at 400 degrees F for 30-40 minutes or until your digital thermome-

ter shows a minimum of 165 degrees F (test in several locations).  

 

Last time we served the meatloaf with boiled potatoes and string beans. 

It would also go well with a medley of oven baked roots. Clean some 

beets (red and yellow for display), carrots and parsley. Cut them into 

irregular pyramids about 1” in diameter. Place in an ovenproof dish, 

sprinkle on a couple of Tbsps. of olive oil and one Tbsp. of dried 

thyme. Place in the oven at 400 degrees F and bake for about 45 

minutes or until soft. Turn over the vegetables a couple of times. 

Root vegetables complete the dish. 

http://www.Hellapoliisi.fi
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The United Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11 

Celebrates over 100 Years of Fellowship 
Text and photos by Lynn B. Wirta 

At right: 11 members of Seattle Lodge #11 

enjoyed the 2015 Mostly Nordic 20th Sea-

son kickoff event where the North Corner 

Chamber Orchestra played selections 

from Sibelius, Grieg and Tchaikowsky.  The 

concert was followed by a catered buffet 

offering beef stew, salads, herring, sand-

wiches, coffee and cake. Members were al-

so celebrating the 111th anniversary of 

Lodge #11.  

From left to right above: Rauni Sillanpaa, 

Leo Nalli, Linda Banks Nalli, Karen Ris-

ton, Karla Anderson, Paavo Sillanpaa, 

Hilkka Toivola, Sonny Wirta, Mark Hill-

man, Ruth St. Hilaire, Lynn B. Wirta, 

Mary Hillman  

Above: Members Aino Ottelin, Eleanor 

Payne, Leo Nalli, Hilkka Toivola and Ruth 

St. Hilare enjoy the St. Urho Day buffet ta-

ble decorated with green salads and 

drinks, purple flowers and green grasshop-

pers 

At left: The United Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Lodge 

#11 welcomed new member, Chris Galvin at the March 

meeting.  Chris is sharing a family heirloom with Leo 

and Linda Banks Nalli.  

Above: Eleanor Payne and Linda Banks Nalli were 

crowned "St. Urholiinas" after solving the St. Urho 

Word Search puzzle. Leo Nalli and Aino Ottelin look 

on 
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10 am 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact FFSC Editor at  newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles?  Join Ilmari Ivaska, visiting 

lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

For more details, contact Ilmari by email: 

ilmari@uw.edu. 

 

Or, join the Facebook group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 

 

 

The Finnish School of Seattle provides a motivating 

Finnish speaking learning community for children and 

their parents. With quality programs children learn and 

maintain Finnish language as well as gain an apprecia-

tion for their heritage. 

 

Our school practices open enrollment on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Please feel free to contact us with 

any questions or to schedule a visit. We look forward 

to seeing you at Finnish School! 

 

Contact: 

Principal Teacher Airi Suomalainen:  

principal_teacher@finnishschoolofseattle.org 
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Hiking to Red Top Mountain 

Photo by: Karl Themer 


