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Please note, the deadline for the October/November 
edition of the Newsletter is September 8, 2015.  

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor. 

Note: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been reported to us. 

If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. Also remember, events, dates 

and times are always subject to change. 
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Sept. 23 7:30PM Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12  SC 

Sept. 25 2:00PM Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12  SC 

Oct. 18 3:00PM Enjoy an afternoon concert of music by Sibelius and other Finnish composers at 
the Swedish Club. Tickets are $15/person. You can find more information and 
buy tickets at: www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

SC 

Oct. 23 TBD Join the UW Finnish Program in celebrating its 25th anniversary. Contact Ilmari 
Ivaska at ilmari@uw.edu for more details. 

 

Oct. 28 7:30PM Presidentintekijät (The President Makers), 2014, 76 minutes, S  SC 

Oct. 30 2:00PM Presidentintekijät (The President Makers), 2014, 76 minutes, S  SC 

Nov. 6 TBD Enjoy a performance by Pekka Pentikäinen and Perttu Paappanen. Check http://
folkvoiceband.com under Pekka and Perttu for the latest information. 

 

Schedule Notes:   
* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,  

  8502  13th Ave NW, Seattle  

*  Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,   

  1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 

* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle: Please check the website at https://sites.google.com/site/ barneleikarringen/home  

For current practice dates and location or to sign up for the mailing list to receive regular notices of practices 
and events, call (425) 954-5257 or email Barneleikarringen@gmail.com for more information 

  

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 

Nov. 13 TBD Enjoy a performance by Pekka Pentikäinen and Perttu Paappanen. Check http://
folkvoiceband.com under Pekka and Perttu for the latest information. 

SC 

Dec. 5 TBD The 98th anniversary of Finland’s independence will be celebrated at Happy Val-
ley Grange in Redmond once again this year. More details will follow in the next 
newsletter. 

 

http://folkvoiceband.com/
http://folkvoiceband.com/
http://folkvoiceband.com/
http://folkvoiceband.com/
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Eric Schaad 
Email: eschaad@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  
Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Christine Makela  
Paula Price  
Jenni Salmi 
Cathy Perry 
Ilmari Ivaska 
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail 
membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com.  
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year 
by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. 
Deadlines: the 8th day of every odd month (Jan/
Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). Preferred method of 
submission is by e-mail. Most formats and 
applications are supported. For regular mail, 
please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertisements, please also contact the editor. 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Pihlaja ei kahta kanna: vettä ja marjoja./The rowan tree won’t 

bear the burden of both rain and berries, meaning that if there 

are a lot of berries, it will be a dry fall. 

Photo by: Marika Eerola, suomenluonto.fi 



 With late June and early July being unusually warm this year, it seems that 

the dog days of summer came early to the Pacific Northwest. You might know 

that the hottest days of summer are called “dog days” because ancient Mesopota-

mians and Romans associated the hot weather with Sirius, the brightest star in 

the constellation Canis Major (“Great Dog”). Two thousand years ago Sirius rose 

in conjunction with the sun in late July – August, and because of its brightness, 

Mesopotamians attributed the warm temperatures of August not just to the sun but also to Sirius, and hence 

the label of dog days. In Finnish there isn’t a similar expression for warm weather or August, but instead Au-

gust was for centuries called mätäkuu or rotten month. Apparently this was due to the German word Ro-

denmonat being mistranslated centuries ago into Danish as råddenmåned, which means rotten month, and 

the expression spread through Sweden into Finland. It remained in the two languages, and in fact mätäkuu 

was included in the Finnish almanac for centuries until it was removed in 1996. 

 

Some of you have probably wondered why there hasn't been any news about the biennial Finland 

Summer Festival; it is, after all, our turn to host it this year. When discussing plans for the festival with local 

Finnish organizations earlier this year, it became evident that organizing the event would be difficult, primar-

ily because we have so many more activities this year with the Sibelius anniversary as well as the Seattlen 

Suomi Koulu and University of Washington Finnish Studies program celebrations this year. After the sur-

prisingly popular dinner and concert at the Finnish Lutheran Church in March, somebody suggested that we 

should have another Sibelius dinner concert instead of the summer festival, but this time in a larger venue. 

Coincidentally the Finnish Choral Society had been planning a fall Sibelius concert, so together with the 

Finnish choir and the Swede-Finn Historical Society we are going to have a concert on the afternoon of Sun-

day October 18th at the Swedish Club. Some details still need to be finalized, but our plans include having 

Flame Catering provide appetizers before the concert and perhaps during an intermission. In addition to the 

Finnish Choral Society, the Swedish chorus as well as Maria Männistö and other soloists will perform that 

afternoon. There will be many events in the local Finnish community this fall, but I hope you have a chance 

to attend the concert. Our website (www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com) will always have up-to-date infor-

mation about local events, so look there for the latest information about the concert and other events. 

 

The fall also marks the start of work for a new FFSC board. As I mentioned in my message in the 

previous issue of this newsletter, Ron Karjala and Airi Suomalainen are leaving the board as their terms end-

ed in June. I thank them both sincerely for their work and contributions to FFSC. Technically there is one 

new member on the FFSC board, namely Ilmari Ivaska, who was elected at the annual meeting as a member-

at-large. Ilmari has, however, already attended FFSC board meetings since last summer as a representative of 

the University of Washington Finnish Studies program. 

 

We are unfortunately losing our newsletter editor, Mia Spangenberg, who for the past year has very 

skillfully published our newsletter. Mia and her family have an exciting opportunity ahead of them that 

makes continuing as newsletter editor difficult. I’m grateful for Mia’s work over the past year, and I wish her 

and her family all the best in their journey ahead. We are actively looking for Mia’s successor, so if you are 

interested in serving as our newsletter editor then please contact us by email at newslet-

ter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 

http://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com
mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
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 This issue is bittersweet for me. My fam-

ily and I will be going to Germany for a year 

to spend more time with relatives there and in 

Finland. As exciting as this journey will be, it 

means I won’t be able to continue editing the 

newsletter. But, I hope to continue contrib-

uting book reviews from time to time—as 

Lola Rogers writes in this issue, more and 

more Finnish books are being translated into 

English than ever before, lucky for us!  

 Speaking of books, I can’t help but men-

tion one more book that’s worth picking up. 

While not by a Finnish author, Michael 

Booth’s travelogue The Almost Nearly Per-

fect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandi-

navian Utopia is witty, insightful and in-

formative about our mysterious neighbors to 

the north. Each of the Nordic countries gets 

its own dedicated chapter, and of course I 

jumped right to his chapter on Finland and 

was delighted to read his enthusiastic praise 

for the Finns and Finland. It bears repeating, 

since Finns would be too modest to share it, 

and hey, I’m only half-Finnish and so can 

boast a little on their behalf: “I think the 

Finns are fantastic...I would be perfectly hap-

py for the Finns to rule the world…If you ask 

me, they should change the word ‘fantastic’ 

to ‘Finntastic.’ Helsinki? Heavensinki, more 

like.” Any good Finn will wonder why any-

one would think so highly of their country 

and fellow countrymen, despite the fact that 

Finland is considered to have one of the best 

educational systems in the world, one of the 

most competitive economies, and the Finns 

are deemed the least corrupt people on earth.  

But coupled with the fact that Finns are, as 

Booth describes, solid, dependable and armed 

with a “Sahara-dry” sense of humor, what’s 

not to like? 

 So let’s keep on celebrating all there is to 

love about Finland and the Finns! 

 

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Talented Duo Back This Fall 
By Birgit Ages 

 Pekka Pentikäinen and Perttu Paappanen will be back 

in the Seattle area from Nov 3-17, 2015. They have perfor-

mances lined up both for the 1st Friday at Skandia Dance 

and the 2nd Friday at the Swedish Club. We are also plan-

ning a music workshop on one of the Saturdays; the loca-

tion and time are still to be determined. 

 Paappanen started playing when he was nine. He stu-

died classical music and later folk music at the Sibelius-

Academy, where the fiddle and accordion were his main 

instruments. At the same time, he also taught in many diffe-

rent music schools in the Helsinki area and performed in 

many plays. His bands were Koinurit, which had two al-

bums and won the championship in the Finnish folk music 

bands’ competition in 1991, and the Progmatics, which pro-

duced one album. After graduating, he continued perfor-

ming for concerts as well as dances and in plays. He does 

workshops for bands, fiddlers and accordion players. His 

day job now is tuning, repairing and importing accordions.  

 Pentikäinen studied at the Academy and graduated in 

1994. Since then, he has been working as a leader of the 

Katrilli dance group and also as a musician and composer 

in many theatres and at the opera in Helsinki. He founded 

the folk music groups Pirnales and the duo Mr. Mäläskä; 

the CD ”Mr. Mäläskä - Nothern music for accordion and 

violin” was released in March 2000. Currently he works at 

the Finnish Folk Music Association

(www.suomenkansanmusiikkiliitto.fi), and he teaches and 

give concerts, specially in schools, and develops folk music 

activity around Helsinki.  

 Check http://folkvoiceband.com under Pekka and Pert-

tu for upcoming details. 

Photo by: Birgit Ages 

http://folkvoiceband.com/
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A Wealth of  New Finnish Books Available in English 

  By Lola Rogers 
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 The past ten years have been a time of tremen-

dous growth in translated Finnish literature. More and 

more Finnish books are being published in English, in 

a greater variety of styles, by an ever-growing group 

of translators and publishers, for an ever wider Eng-

lish-speaking audience around the world. From 2005 

to 2015, more than twice as many Finnish novels were 

published in English than in the preceding decade. 

And the number of Finnish novels published in Eng-

lish continues to steadily increase year by year – from 

three books in 2005 to twelve in 2014. 

 That means that it’s getting easier and easier for 

Finnophiles to find a good Finnish book to read. Here 

are a few published in the past twelve months, and 

some to look forward to. 

 You can get a taste of speculative fiction, a rich 

vein in Finnish literature, from Johanna Sinisalo, a 

trailblazer of Finnish Weird who has two current Eng-

lish publications. The Blood of Angels, Sinisalo's near

-future story about the possible fates of bees and hu-

mans, was published last fall by Peter Owen, and The 

Core of the Sun, an alternative history set in an au-

thoritarian Finland where women are chattel and chili 

peppers are contraband, is coming soon from Grove / 

Atlantic. Both are translated by lucky me.  

 For lovers of crime fiction, the long-predicted 

English-language flood of works by great Finnish 

crime writers has finally begun. AmazonCrossing is 

producing English translations of Leena Lehtolainen’s 

recent Bodyguard trilogy, translated by Seattleite Jen-

ni Salmi, and Lehtolainen’s entire Maria Kallio series, 

which has its fifth book, Death Spiral, coming out lat-

er this year in a translation by Owen Witesman. Both 

series feature tough female protagonists and are favor-

ites in Finland.  

 Behind God’s Back, the second English offering 

from Harri Nykänen’s Arial Kafka series, starring 

Helsinki’s only Jewish detective, was released in De-

cember by Bitter Lemon Press, translated by Seattle’s 

Kristian London. Ice Cold Crime has released the 

great police procedurals of Jarkko Sipilä – most re-

cently Darling, from the Helsinki Homicide series, 

translated by Katriina Kitchens. Dark as My Heart, the 

newest from lyrical crime prose stylist Antti Tuo-

mainen, translated by yours truly, is scheduled for  

release this fall. David Hackston’s translation of The 

Defenceless, by Kati Hiekkapelto, author of the ac-

claimed crime novel The Hummingbird, released last 

fall by Arcadia books, is out as an ebook in July and 

in paperback in September from Orenda Press. The 

supremely scary, urban legend-infused novel The 

Black Tongue by Marko Hautala is due in September 

from AmazonCrossing, in Salmi's translation. 

 In a somewhat gentler vein, Pan Macmillan is 

soon to publish Death at Twilight Grove, my transla-

tion of the first title in Minna Lindgren’s funny and 

bittersweet mystery trilogy set in a Helsinki retirement 

home. Another novel with just a touch of crime and a 

large dose of fiction is London’s translation of Petri 

Tamminen’s absurd and hilar ious Crime Novel, 

recently released by the new all-ebook publisher 

Frisch & Company. For younger readers, As Black as 

Continues on page 8 Images courtesy of Amazon 
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Finnish Wartime DVD Nearing Completion 

By Gary London 

The long-delayed Finnish DVD based on local Finnish immigrants’ child-

hood memories of the Winter War and the Continuation War is finally nearing 

completion. Or at least one version is.  That would be the long one, likely to clock 

in at about 90 minutes. There is an alternative version in the works that would only be about half that length.  

So, why two versions?  The longer obviously contains more material from interviews by the 25 Finn-

ish and Swedish narrators who experienced the wars as children. (The Swedish interviews are with those who 

remember Finnish war children in their homes.) The editing committee for the DVD spent months sifting 

through hours of interviews. Ultimately, members of that committee, sometimes after vigorous discussion, 

agreed on what to include and what to omit, but were of the opinion that their hour-and-one-half version 

should be available to audiences who wanted a fuller perspective on the wartime experience through the eyes 

of children. The DVD includes accounts by those who remained in Finland, as well as by those who were war 

children abroad. A few of the interviewees were actually young adults during the war and served, for exam-

ple, as members of the Lotta Svärd organization.  

Preparation of the shorter version will likely be done by a professional documentarian who can re-edit 

and assemble as he or she sees fit. Individuals and groups who want a more succinct, howbeit limited, presen-

tation will find this version more to their liking. The length of this DVD will also be much closer to that of the 

earlier DVD done on the Norwegian and Danish occupations during World War II, as seen through the eyes of 

local immigrant interviewees from those countries. This DVD – Under the Clouds of War –has been widely 

circulated and is available for purchase at the Nordic Heritage Museum gift shop.    

The interviews used in the Finnish DVDs, as well as the earlier Norwegian and Danish one, were con-

ducted through the Nordic American Voices Oral History Project (NAV) – a program of the Nordic Heritage 

Museum. The total number of interviews of mostly first and second-generation immigrants from the Nordic 

countries now living in Western Washington is now approaching 500, with no end in sight. A dedicated team 

of volunteer interviewers has been at work on this project for five years. 

This group of interviewers makes up Nordic American Voices Steering Committee, which is headed 

by Gordon Strand.  He has also led the smaller editing group that has worked on the Finnish DVD. Its other 

members include Shelby Gilje, Susan Harris, Nancy Hevly, Gary London and Eric Schaad. 

Watch for a fall announcement of the premier of This Was My Childhood (the running title for the 

DVD) in this newsletter.  We can all hope that it will be worth the wait.    

Did You Know? 
 
 Some 70,000 Finnish children were evacuated primarily to Sweden (but also to Denmark and 

Norway) during WWII to ease the burden on their struggling parents and send them out of harm‘s 

way. 

 Due to economic hardship after the war, many children couldn‘t go home for years, and about 

20% ended up staying with their adopted families. 

 To this day, very little has been written or documented to capture the experiences of these child-

ren, many of whom were scarred for life when separated from their birth parents and then again 

from their foster parents. One exception is director Klaus Haro‘s 2005 film Mother of Mine 

(Äideistä parhain). 
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                   LOCAL ART NOTES        
Contributed by: Gary London 
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While “Films from Finland” is on hiatus for July and August, the series resumes on September 23 with Peter 

Franzén’s moving autobiographical film, Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters). In the meantime, 

consult the Swedish Club website at www.swedishclubnw.org for information on Finnish films over the 

summer.  

Those who attended Mielensäpahottaja (The Grump) -- the only Finnish film in this year’s Seattle 

International Film Festival -- had the opportunity to hear from its engaging director, Dome Karukoski. Though 

he has taken his mother’s maiden name, Karukoski is the son of American actor George Dickerson, who died 

this past January in New York City. One of Finland’s busiest and most popular directors, Karukoski has 

earned six Jussi nominations for Best Director since 2006, including for Mielensäpahoittaja in 2015, and has 

won twice.  

Petri Tamminen’s darkly comic Crime Novel, translated by Seattleite Kristian London from the original, 

Rikosromaani, is available as an electronic book from Frisch & Co. Called “compelling and beguiling”  by 

Aaron Westerman on the Typographical Era literary blog, Crime Novel features an unusual criminal who 

delights in destroying his victims with mind games and an unassuming police inspector who doggedly pursues 

him.   

The Finnish-French electronic-pop duo Dø performed a Seattle concert at Neumos on May 30. Vocalist Olivia 

Merilahti and instrumentalist Dan Levy have performed together for a decade to sold-out crowds in Europe 

and Australia. Their tour in the United States, which started in Los Angeles, accompanied the growing 

popularity of their album, “Shake Shook Shaken,” which won the French equivalent of a Grammy. In 2009, 

Dø became the first French act to have a Number One album sung in English. Their stop in Seattle was one of 

relatively few in the pair’s busy twelve-day coast-to-coast tour.   

Ebony, the third book in Salla Simukka’s internationally bestselling young adult Snow White Trilogy, will be 

published by Skyscape this fall in a translation by Witesman, whose rendition of Risto Isomäki’s scientifically 

literate thriller Lithium 6 also comes out later this year from AmazonCrossing. 

 The popularity of crime fiction seems to have paved the way for a wide variety of Finnish works of other 

kinds, including several gripping historical novels. My translation of Sofi Oksanen’s second novel in English, 

When the Doves Disappeared, released this spring by Knopf, explores the torturous moral challenges of life 

under occupation in Estonia. Katja Kettu’s strange and brilliant novel The Midwife, a (literally) visceral love 

story set in the Lapp War of 1944-45, will be published by AmazonCrossing next spring in a translation by 

Hackston. Mother and daughter team Emily and Fleur Jeremiah’s most recent translation for Peirene Press is 

the harrowing White Hunger, by Aki Ollikainen, a story of family and survival set in the Finnish famine of 

1867. And a classic Finnish historical novel got an unprecedented retranslation this year when Vaino Linna's 

beloved 1954 story of the Continuation War, Tuntematon sotilas, was translated under the title Unknown Sol-

diers by Liesl Yamaguchi and published by Penguin.  

 I hope this gives you a glimpse of the broad array of translators, and publishers large and small, who are 

now producing Finnish literature in English. Finding these great books won't be a research project. All of them 

and many more are widely available, from your local library or your favorite bookseller, online or off.  

Rogers, continued from page 6 

http://www.swedishclubnw.org


Films from Finland 
2015 

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm 

in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.  
 

 

July and August Contact the Swedish Club for  summer  film programming at swedishclubnw.org. 

 

September 23/25 Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12  

The story of Peter Franzén’s difficult boyhood with a violently abusive father first appeared in book form, then as a play, and finally 

as this gripping yet strangely optimistic film, directed by Franzén in an impressive debut. 

 

October 28/30 Presidentintek ijät (The President Makers), 2014, 76 minutes, S  

A rare look behind the scenes of a presidential campaign in Finland – in this case the successful 2012 effort by Sauli Niinistö’s inner 

circle to get him elected.   Of particular interest is the extent to which Finnish electoral politics have come to resemble those in the 

United States. 

 

November 25/27 Väärät juuret (Twisted Roots),  2009, 99 minutes, K-11 

What happens to a family when a husband and father discloses that he has a debilitating, incurable and ultimately fatal disease?  A 

cast of first-rate Finnish actors, headed by Pertti Sveholm as the victim of Huntington’s Disease, bring their story realistically and 

sympathetically to life in this Saara Saarela film.  

 

December 23/January 8 Joulutarina (Chr istmas Story), 2007, 96 minutes, K -7 

See for yourself why this sweet and engaging story of how Santa came to be was the most-seen film in Finland when it was first 

released and why it returns to this series for the third time. Bring the whole family. 
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The Finnish School of Seattle provides a motivating 

Finnish speaking learning community for children and 

their parents. With quality programs children learn and 

maintain Finnish language as well as gain an apprecia-

tion for their heritage. 

 

Our school practices open enrollment on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Please feel free to contact us with 

any questions or to schedule a visit. We look forward 

to seeing you at Finnish School! 

 

Contact: 

Principal Teacher Airi Suomalainen:  

principal_teacher@finnishschoolofseattle.org 
 

 

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles?  Join Ilmari Ivaska, visiting 

lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

For more details, contact Ilmari by email: 

ilmari@uw.edu. 

 

Or, join the Facebook group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 
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A Finn in an American University 
By Ilmari Ivaska 

 Observing, explaining and experiencing differences in cultures and practices between the 

U.S. and Finland in general, and in the higher education in particular, is an integral part of the job 

for a visiting lecturer of Finnish language and culture. These experiences are highly subjective 

and often covert, and each person in the lecturer’s position at the University of Washington is 

very likely to tell a different story. In what follows, I will share some experiences after my first 

year as a Finnish lecturer at the University of Washington (UW). 

 College students. At UW, many students enter  college at the age of eighteen, r ight after  

having finished high school. Moreover, the students often live on campus in dormitories without 

much privacy, and participate in meal plans, so as to not to have the need – or the facilities – to 

cook for themselves. In Finland, students finish high school the year they turn nineteen, with an 

average age of twenty by the time they go to college. University students are also eligible to recei-

ve support from the state to cover part of their living expenses, and almost all students live either 

on their own or in a shared apartment.  

 Coursework assessment and expectations. Students at UW are expected to study a lot, 

and they are constantly assessed by means of homework, weekly quizzes, and participation. A 

well-defined learning path with visible milestones creates a strong driving force for the students 

to meet expectations and, thus, get good grades. In my experience, in Finnish universities the ex-

pected outcomes are often more vaguely defined (although this has changed during the last five 

years), and at least within the humanities, the final grade relies heavily on the final examination. 

Here, when a student completes all of the required coursework, (s)he can expect to get a good gra-

de. In Finland, doing all the expected work and nothing but the expected work makes you an 

average student, and in order to excel, students should show deep understanding and the skills to 

apply what they‘ve learned to material and situations not introduced during the course. 

 Coffee breaks. On a lighter  note, having at least one daily pre-scheduled break amongst 

your coworkers is one of the cornerstones of most Finnish workplaces, and their frequency and 

length are often described in detail in the collective agreements specific to each field. Finns, after 

all, consume the most coffee in the world. The sheer idea of always grabbing coffee to-go and sip-

ping it while running to the next meeting or lecture violates many Finns’ ideas of basic human 

rights. The department of Scandinavian Studies at the UW has a policy that strikes a compromise, 

as it has a weekly coffee break – fika. 

 While there are differences, the absolute majority of things are still very similar. Most of the 

students are eager to suck in all the knowledge and information they are provided, and most of the 

instructors are top-notch professionals in what they do. The bureaucracy is often cumbersome in 

both countries, and online resources most often give contradicting information depending on the 

provider and the frequency with which they are updated. Departments struggle with lack of fun-

ding, but passionate faculty still find ways to conduct important and meaningful research – becau-

se understanding is what we are here for, in Finland as well 

as in the U.S.  
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UW Finnish Program Celebrates 25th Anniversary in October  
By Ilmari Ivaska 

 

 The University of Washington Finnish Program, in the Department of Scandinavian Studies, is turn-
ing 25! This amazing milestone for Finnish culture in the Pacific Northwest will be celebrated on Friday, 
October 23, with talks by Finnish best-selling novelist Johanna Sinisalo and her English-language trans-
lator Lola Rogers, an alum of the Finnish program. 
  
 Finnish studies at the UW was officially launched in 1990. A Finnish undergraduate major has been 
offered since 2008. Throughout its existence, the program has contributed widely to introducing and 
familiarizing American students with the Finnish language and Finnish culture and literature. One of 
program’s success stories is translator Lola Rogers, a former student, instructor and lecturer in the pro-
gram. Lola has since become an internationally renowned translator of Finnish into English. Her transla-
tions include Finlandia novel award winners 
Purge (Puhdistus) by Sof i Oksanen and Compart-
ment no 6 (Hytti nro 6) by Rosa Liksom. Rogers 
has also translated works from yet another Fin-
landia-winning novelist, Johanna Sinisalo. 
Sinisalo’s genre-bending Troll: A Love Story 
(Ennen päivän laskua ei voi) was the Finlandia 
prize winner in 2000. 
  
 At the Anniversary celebration, Rogers and 
Sinisalo will talk about their work, Finnish liter-
ature and its role in North America. So save the 
date and join us in hearing more about Finnish 
literature and celebrating the anniversary of 
the Finnish Studies program! 

 

Johanna Sinisalo 

Photo by: Marjaana Malkamäki 
Lola Rogers 

Photo by: Andrea Walker 
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Photos by: Satu Mikkola 

Celebrating the 4th—in Finland………………………… 
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Dear Members, 
 Please let us know about your family events. Has there been a birth, 

graduation, wedding or death that you would like to share? 
  

Just email the information to: 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com  

or mail to: 

FFSC  
PO Box 5024 

Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

……………………………………….And in the Mountains 

Vera on her first backpacking trip in Mt. Rainier National Park 
Photos by: Karl Themer 
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 Reflecting back, 2014 brought some sad news in the form of illness 

for some, and loss of some past members. Their families are in our 

thoughts always.    

 On a brighter note, November saw us all at the successful Finnish 

community Bazaar, selling pulla and other items. All enjoyed being part of 

the community and mingling with participating groups and visitors. We’re 

looking forward to returning again this year. 

 2015 has looked even better. We had already welcomed Sheila, as of 

April Mrs. Bartanen, Ken’s dance partner secured for life – congratula-

tions!  In the new  year we were also introduced to John and Carreen, and 

finally, lucky for us, Hank and Maureen returned full time to Seattle. A 

“new group” was born, and we embarked on a major goal, to once again 

perform at the Scandia Midsommer Fest on June 28th. Weather reports pre-

dicted warmer than usual weather, and our much loved and respected 

Finnish National Costumes were not very inviting . 

 Thus we embarked on yet another major project – sewing new Kareli-

an Feresis (Sarafans) for the ladies. After lots of practice and sewing (and 

with a few pins) we did it! We had a “first” performance after a few year’s 

absence! And new dresses. 

 After a very busy spring season, Tanhuajat are now resting their feet 

and dance shoes, but we’ll be back in early September.  

 A big hand for the older members who didn’t give up, and the new 

and returning members for their loyalty and dedication. We’re inviting an-

yone interested in Finnish folk dancing, music and costumes and culture in 

general, to join us for the next season. We are also welcoming musicians 

to participate in our ongoing adventure. 

 

Finnish Folk costumes 130 years on August 5th! 

 Since 2010 the birthday has been celebrated as “airing out the costumes day”. The idea is simple, wear 

your costume and go out for a cup of coffee or dinner. In several areas in Finland, special 

programs have been arranged, and dates have been changed to be more convenient.   

 Why August 5th?  On that day in 1885, tsar Alexander II and  tsarina Maria Feodorovna visited Lappenran-

ta and were presented a row boat as a symbol of Finland’s uniqueness. It was rowed to the fest location by eight 

young women dressed in national costumes. The tsar was waiting with hundreds of people dressed in costumes 

on the shore. This was the first major event where National  Costumes were worn. 

 

Call or e-mail us: 

Ken Bartanen, Secretary  206-646-4600 

kbarten@msn.com 

 

Lorna Williams,  Treasurer   206-784-2421 

ljwilliams@comcast.net 

 

Sirkku Vasama, President/Dance instructor  206-619-3219 

 

Tanhuajat-at Forty, New Decade, Renewed Excitement! 
By Sirkku Vasama 

 

“The dance slipped indoors, 

the joy made its way into the 

room 

stamping its feet on the steps 

clapping its hands at the latch: 

the stone oven moved about 

the curly-birch post  thudded 

the floor of duck-bones rang out 

and the golden roof echoed 

as the dance came in 

as the bird of joy stepped in.” 

  

 Kanteletar 1:117 

 ~ Elias Lönnrot 

Join us! 
 

Practice is every Saturday 

4.00-6.00pm 

8502 13th Ave (Ballard) Seattle 

WA, 98117 
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Photo submitted by Paula Price 

Music by Jean Sibelius 
and other composers 

Sunday October 18th, 2015 

3:00 PM 
Swedish Club 

1920 Dexter Ave N 

Seattle, WA 98109 

$15 per person 

AN AFTERNOON CONCERT OF MUSIC BY FINNISH COMPOSERS  

PERFORMED BY: 

FINNISH CHORAL SOCIETY 

SWEDISH CHORUS 

MARIA MÄNNISTÖ AND OTHER SOLOISTS 

 

APPETIZERS BY FLAME CATERING 

WINE AND SOFT DRINKS 

COFFEE 

 

Payment of $15 per person can be made at the event or in advance using PayPal. See 

www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com for PayPal payment instructions. 

 

 

 

http://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com
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Report of the Parliament’s Eighth Full Session 
By Satu Mikkola, Regional Speaker of the USA and Latin America 

 The Finnish Expatriate Parliament’s 8th full session and associated regional and committee meetings were held in 
Helsinki during May 21-23, 2015. The assembly of 183 delegates and observers representing 139 expatriate organiza-
tions from 22 different countries around the world met at the University of Helsinki. The United States was represented 
by 20 delegates and 6 observers from various organizations; 11 of the delegates representing Finlandia Foundation or 
one of its chapter organizations. The session was chaired by Jarmo Virmavirta, the Speaker of the Finnish Expatriate 
Parliament and the Chairman of the Finland Society. 
Three interesting pre-session seminars were organized for participants: 1) ‘Finland in year 2017: Does expatriate Finn-
ishness matter?',  2) 'Old Age and two home lands' and 3) ‘Suomi-Koulu/ Finland School Seminar’. The Celebratory 
opening service was held at the Helsinki Cathedral with Tapio Luoma, Bishop of Expatriate Finns, delivering the cere-
mony. 
 The FEP plenary session was opened by Mr. Ben Zyskowicz, second Vice Speaker of the Parliament of Finland.  In 
his address, Mr. Zyskowicz credited expatriate Finns as a valuable resource for Finland.  He mentioned that there are 
over 1.6 million Finnish expatriates around the world; 300,000 of them are Finnish citizens and 242,000 are eligible to 
vote in Finnish elections. He sees the increase of voting activity among the expatriates as an important issue and 
acknowledges that postal voting would be a quick and economical way to make it possible. On the second day of the 
FEP session, Pekka Haavisto, Member of the Parliament of Finland and former Minister, spoke on the topic of global 
challenges in today’s political world. 
 FEP member organizations submitted 54 initiatives to be discussed in eight different FEP committees. Some of the 
comparable initiatives were merged resulting in 41 committee resolutions, which were presented to the full session. 
They were all approved. From the USA and Latin America Region, Ossi Rahkonen, a delegate of FFN, was nominated as 
chair of the Committee for Political and Official Issues and Satu Mikkola, also a delegate of FFN, as chair of the Citizen-
ship Committee. The full list of the approved resolutions from all eight committees will be available on the FEP website 
for review at: www.usp.fi 
Some of the main issues on the FEP agenda:   
 The activities of FEP are based on the resolutions adopted at the FEP plenary sessions. The Speakers’ Council 
meets twice a year between the full sessions and continues to promote and pursue the  implementation of the ap-
proved resolutions together with the FEP Secretariat (Suomi-Seura/Finland’s Society). Some of the core issues that will 
be in the works are:  

Enforcing urgent implementation of postal voting for Expatriate Finns 
Securing the continuing support for Finnish and Swedish-Finnish Language Schools 
Securing the operating conditions of the FEP and establishing its status within the Finnish legislation  
Updating the Government Policy Program for Expatriate Finns 2012-2016 for the next implementation to be 

launched in 2017. 
The Regions of FEP:  
 FEP has been divided into eight worldwide regions containing seven geographical regions, plus Swedish-speaking 
Finns. The regions are: Australia & Asia; Eastern Europe; Central Europe; Northern Europe; Canada; USA & Latin Ameri-
ca; Southern Europe & Middle East & Africa; Swedish Finns around the World.  
 In the regional meeting of the USA & Latin America, Satu Mikkola was elected as the new Speaker of the Region 
for the term 2015-2017. Marja Snyder was elected as Vice Speaker of the same Region. Appreciation and thanks to 
Marita Cauthen for her work in serving three terms as the Regional Speaker of our Region. 
Membership - Finland Society/ Suomi-Seura: 
 The Finland Society is an interest group that provides valuable expertise and service to expatriate Finns. Annually, 
the Finland Society supports numerous expatriate organizations and media by providing significant funding. In order to 
continue to benefit from its services, it is very important that expatriate organizations and individuals continue to sup-
port the valuable work of the Finland Society by paying their membership dues and/or joining 

Continues on next page 

http://www.usp.fi
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For the stock, you will need: 

The head, bones and trimmings of a 5-10 lb salmon,  

preferably wild 

One yellow onion, finely sliced 

Bay leaf 

One carrot, finely sliced 

One sprig of thyme 

Four sprigs of parsley 

 

Place the head, bones and trimmings in a large saucepan. Add the finely sliced onion and carrot; a bay leaf, a 

sprig of thyme and four sprigs of parsley. Add water until it almost covers the fish bones. Heat up and let sim-

mer over low heat for about 45 minutes. Strain through a coarse sieve, pressing down hard on the bones to ext-

ract any liquid. Let cool and place in pint-sized plastic containers. This stock will last for up to four weeks in 

the freezer, and two days in the refrigerator. 

 

To serve 2 you will need: 

 

One pint of the salmon stock 

2/3 lbs of salmon filet cut into bite-sized chunks 

3 small potatoes, Red or Yukon Gold, quartered 

8 whole green olives (I like the piccolino type) 

2 tsp capers 

1 tsp white wine vinegar 

1 tsp salt 

Rind of 1/3 orange (Valencia if available) 

½ tsp fennel seed 

 

Add the quartered potatoes, (piccolino) green olives, capers, salt, fennel, white wine vinegar, and the orange 

rind to the salmon stock and simmer until the potato is almost done. Add the salmon. Cook another 2-3 minu-

tes or until the salmon is done, but no more! Serve with rustic bread. 

My Own Salmon Soup 
Text and photo by Gunnar Damstrom, Head Chef Finnish Lutheran Church 

the Society as a new member.  See the website www.suomi-seura.fi 
Finland 100: Finland's centenary celebration year is 'Together' 
 Now, as we are preparing to celebrate the most significant jubilee for Finns, the 100th anniversary of Finland’s in-
dependence in 2017, with the theme of ‘Together’, FEP with its member organizations will play an important role in 
making Finland known around the world.   
Finnish Expatriate Parliament’s next full session: 
 The next plenary session of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament is scheduled for the fall of 2017.  It will also be the 
20th anniversary of the FEP. 
Contacts: 
 For more information on the FEP, please feel free to contact Satu at satum@aol.com or Marja at marjanpos-
ti@hotmail.com and the FEP website: www.usp.fi .  Radio Rapu has made a full recording of the FEP 2015 plenary ses-
sion second day.  The podcast is available at https://soundcloud.com/radiorapu/sets/ulkosuomalaisparlamenti-8 

Mikkola, continued from page 16 

http://www.suomi-seura.fi
mailto:satum@aol.com
mailto:marjanposti@hotmail.com
mailto:marjanposti@hotmail.com
http://www.usp.fi
https://soundcloud.com/radiorapu/sets/ulkosuomalaisparlamenti-8
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10 am 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact FFSC Editor at  newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

 COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation centered around the Pacific 

Northwest, the majority are in the Puget Sound region, but are also as 

far away as the eastern US.  Consider placing your ad in the FFSC 

Newsletter. Contact FFSC (see page 3) for more details—or email 

FFSC@finns.org 
 

Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 

can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 

Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia 

Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC). 
 

 

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 

manager— (see page 3 for details). 

2 “ column $22 /issue 

3” column $33 /issue 

1/4 page   $44 / issue 

1/2 page   $66 / issue 

Full page   $99 / issue 

    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 

    $125 / 3 issues 

    $185 / 3 issues 

    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 

$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

 

FFSC 

UNCLASSIFIEDS 

FOR INDIVIDUALS 
 

For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 

lines of copy (~40 characters per 

line).  

$1 per line thereafter. 

Commercial rates: $15 minimum  

(~40 characters per line )  $5 / 

line thereafter. 

  

Send checks or money order  (no 

cash please) to: 
  

FFSC UNClassifieds 

PO Box 5024 

Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
  

Please note newsletter deadlines 

on page 3. 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

SEATTLE CHAPTER 

PO Box 5024 

    Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
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Field of lupine in Glacier Peak Wilderness 

Photo by: Karl Themer 

Flowers growing in handbags in Järvenpää, Finland 

Photo by: Karl Themer 


