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Feb. 8 5:00PM The Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series will feature Jean Sibelius’ Rakastava (The Lover) 
for strings and timpani. Visit www.nordicmuseum.org for ticket information. 

NHM 

Feb. 14  Valentine’s Day/Ystävänpäivä  

Feb. 25 7:30PM Tuntematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3 SC 

Feb. 27 2:00PM Tuntematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3 SC 

Feb. 27 7:30PM The Lake Union Civic Orchestra will perform Jean Sibelius’ First Symphony at Seattle’s 
Town Hall. Tickets can be obtained at: www.luco.org/tickets. 

Town Hall 

March 1 2:00PM 39th Annual Kalevala Day Festival NHM 

March 12  The exhibit “Finland: Designed Environments” opens at the Nordic Heritage Museum and 
will be on view through July 26. 

NHM 

March 12 7:30PM The Seattle Symphony’s opening concert of the Sibelius festival presents Finlandia and 
Symphonies No. 1 &2.  FFSC is holding a block of tickets for this concert date. Please see 
page 11 for complete festival dates and ticket information. 

Benaroya Hall 

March 14 11:00AM-
12:00 noon 

Sibelius Concert at the Finnish School of Seattle, at Living Hope Lutheran Church, 7305 
208th Ave NE in Redmond 

 

March 14 6:30PM The Finnish Lutheran Church will feature dinner and music performed by former Finlandia 
Foundation National Performers of the Year and others. 

FLC 

March 15 6:00PM Ruusamari Teppo and Jussi Makkonen will perform at the Brechemin Auditorium in the 

University of Washington School of Music building. 

 

March 25 7:30PM Äideistä parhain (Mother of Mine), 2005, 104 minutes, K-11 SC 

March 27 2:00PM Äideistä parhain (Mother of Mine), 2005, 104 minutes, K-11 SC 

April 11 2:00PM-
4:00PM 

Noel Wannebo will teach class participants how to make Fruit Soup, Rye Cookies, Carda-
mom Cream Pound Cake and Air Pudding. Visit www.nordicmuseum.org for ticket infor-
mation. 

NHM 

April 22 6:30PM-
7:30PM 

FFSC annual meeting and board elections SC 

April 22 7:30PM Sotalapset (War Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 SC 

April 24 2:00PM Sotalapset (War Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 SC 

Calendar notes on page 8 

Please look for more information on the many Sibelius events that will 

be held in our area on pages 11—13!  
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Eric Schaad 
Email: eschaad@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Cathy Perry  
Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Ron Karjala  
Karoliina Kuisma 
Christine Makela  
Paula Price  
Jenni Salmi 
Airi Suomalainen   
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year 
by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. 
Deadlines: the 8th day of every odd month (Jan/
Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). Preferred method of 
submission is by e-mail. Most formats and 
applications are supported. For regular mail, 
please make arrangements with the editor. For 
advertising rates, see inside back cover. 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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If we understood the 

world, we would under- 

stand that there is a logic 

of harmony underlying 

its manifold apparent 

dissonances. 

 

Jean Sibelius 



Please note, the deadline for the April/May 
edition of the Newsletter is March 8, 2015.  

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor. 

 

 

 In late November Erin Smith, 2014 Finlandia Foundation National Lecturer of the Year 

with Suzanne Jurva, visited Seattle to present their documentary named Y oopera. The film, 

whose title is a combination of the words Y ooper (someone who lives in the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan) and Ooppera (the Finnish word for opera), tells the story of producing a major opera 

based on a local historic event and of widespread celebration of Finnish heritage in the Upper 

Peninsula of Michigan. Ms. Smith’s lecture was excellent, but attendance at the event was very low. I thought a synopsis of 

Yoopera would be of interest to many of you. 

 

 The documentary describes the production of an opera based on an account of a long-forgotten violent copper miners’ strike 

in 1906 in Rockland, Michigan, when striking Finnish miners were confronted by sheriff's deputies, and two miners were shot. A 

miner named Alfred Laakso recorded the events, and years later his grandson Andy Hill would hear verbal accounts of the event 

and eventually see a printed copy of his grandfather’s notes. Mr. Hill thought it would make for a good piece of musical theater 

and discussed this with Northern Michigan University Professor John Kiltinen who believed it could be turned into an opera. 

Kiltinen mentioned the story to the Finnish composer Jukka Linkola at the Marquette Finn Fest in 2005, and Linkola took an 

immediate interest in the story and its significance not only for Finnish immigrants, but for the many Finnish people who are still 

connected by family and history to the area today. 

 

 The film also describes a major public art project called Storyline that invited people in the community to contribute stories 

about ancestors or other persons who had influenced them greatly. The project was the brainchild of an energetic Upper Peninsula 

resident named Mary Wright, who described the theme of the project as "one of people facing and overcoming adversity, like 

migration for example." The stories were imprinted on cotton panels, resulting in a beautiful installation of thousands of white 

flags each containing a family story, often with photographs. 

 

 The panels were featured at the performance of the opera and then turned over to the archives of the Keweenaw National 

Historical Park for preservation. While the Storyline panels are no longer being created, the project continues on the internet at the 

Yoopera website (http://yooperadoc.com/), and I encourage you to visit that website to read the many stories recorded there. You 

are also encouraged to share a story involving one of your ancestors on that website – it is not only for Michigan residents but for 

everyone around the world.  

 

 This year we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of the great Finnish composer Jean Sibelius, born on December 8, 

1865. As many of you know, Sibelius was a key figure in establishing a national identity for Finland, and was well-loved around 

the world by the time of his death. Many events will take place in the Seattle area to celebrate the anniversary, in particular during 

the month of March. We are privileged to have the opportunity to hear the Seattle Symphony perform all of Sibelius’ symphonies 

at Benaroya Hall, and to enjoy several performances by cellist Jussi Makkonen and pianist Ruusamari Teppo (great-granddaughter 

of Sibelius himself), who are champions of his music.  Please take a look at the calendar and elsewhere in this newsletter to find 

out more about the concerts and other events that will commemorate this famous composer and Finn. 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 

http://yooperadoc.com/
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It is a good year to celebrate Finns and Finland. 

Events celebrating the 150th anniversary of Jean 

Sibelius’ birth will be kicking off across the 

country with much fanfare, and we in the Pacific 

Northwest are lucky to have access to so many 

concerts commemorating this historic date. As 

winter fades away into spring, it is especially fit-

ting to hear and be awed by a Sibelius concert, as 

Sibelius, a Romantic at heart, was known to be 

especially in tune with and inspired by nature and 

the seasons. 

 

Not to be outdone by music, no less than three 

exhibits will be on view to showcase Finnish art 

and design. Tiina Itkonen’s photography has gar-

nered international attention, and the Imaging the 

Arctic exhibit features some of her work from 

Greenland at the Nordic Heritage Museum. Oiva 

Toikka, world-renowned for his glass birds, has 

returned for the 11th consecutive year to exhibit 

his latest Iittala birds at Tacoma’s Museum of 

Glass. If you haven’t seen these exhibits yet, 

don’t delay—they are only on view for a few 

more weeks until February 22. If contemporary 

design is more your cup of tea, “Finland: De-

signed Environments” promises to be a thorough 

examination of Finland’s design innovation at the 

Nordic Heritage Museum, opening on March 12. 

   

The city of Helsinki has also been in the news of 

late. It has already become known as one of the 

world’s most livable cities, and now is gaining 

attention for its innovative plans to accommodate 

the 250,000 people who will settle in the city in 

the next few decades, without increasing the 

number of private cars. Essentially the city plans 

to capitalize on its existing public transportation 

infrastructure and continue densifying urban are-

as, so that people can work, run errands, and rec-

reate by foot or bike in their home neighbor-

hoods. You can read more about these plans here: 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/3039819/in-2050-you

-might-want-to-be-living-in-helsinki     

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Facts for Fanciers of Finland 
By Gary London 

 1. Number of children taken illegally from Finland annually 

over the past ten years. 10-20 
 
2. Top two countries to which children from Finland are 

illegally taken. United States and Russia 
 
3. Ugliest church in Finland according to readers of Hel-

singin Sanomat. Konala 

 
4. Respective percentages of programing from Finland and 

North America on access-free Finnish television. 32 and 45 

 
5. Estimated number of students of Finnish in the 100 uni-

versities in 30 countries where Finnish is taught as a foreign 

language. 4,000 

 
6. Number of Finnish women who married foreign men 

from 1987 to 2013. 35,017  
 
7. Rank order of United States, Turkey and Great Britain in 

marriages of Finnish women to foreign men from 1987 to 

2013. 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

 
8. Percentage of Finnish high school (lukio) students who 

study at least three foreign languages. 54 

 
9. Average annual cost borne by a Finnish high school 

(lukio) student for books and learning materials. 2,371.70 

Euros (about $3,000) 

 
10. Respective percentages of children baptized in the Finn-

ish Lutheran Church in Perho and in Helsinki in 2013. 98 

and 49.5 
 
11. Percentage of Finns who think wine should be available 

in grocery stores. 55 
 
12. Estimated number of foreign berry pickers in Lapland 

during the summer of 2014. 12,000 
 
13. Country from which most berry pickers were expected 

to come in the summer of 2014. Ukraine 
 

14. Finland’s 2014 rank in most competitive countries in the 

world, according to the World Economic Forum. 4th, behind 

Switzerland, Singapore and the United States 

 

                
Continues on page 6 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/3039819/in-2050-you-might-want-to-be-living-in-helsinki
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3039819/in-2050-you-might-want-to-be-living-in-helsinki
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Grants 

Grants & Scholarships 
 

 

 

The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of two $1,500  

scholarships or grants for projects related to Finland. 
 

The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear plan for using the award money to 

support a project related to Finland. College under-graduates are especially encouraged to apply. In order to apply for a 

grant or scholarship, applicants must submit: 
 

 A letter no more than two pages in length that includes a brief biography and a statement of educational and/or 

career objectives. This letter should show how these objectives bear on Finland 

 Evidence or testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish-American cultural, educational or scientific merit 

 College students should submit an official transcript of all college-level studies. If the applicant is a high school 

student, then transcripts from that level should be submitted 

 Letter(s) of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project 

 The application should include the applicant’s contact information: name, mailing address, email address and phone 

number 
 

Note that the funds will not be available for projects with a start date earlier than April 15, 2015, thus the start date of the 

project as well as the expected completion date need to be included along with a budget and marketing plan (if 

applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered for funding. 

Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of 

Washington. 
 

Applications should be submitted in electronic form by email to:  
 

scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com,  

although applications may also be sent by regular mail to: 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA 98175 
 

It is strongly suggested that applicants use registered mail or some other form of mailing that provides a receipt with date 

of mailing if sending applications through regular mail. 

Applications sent by email must be received by April 1, 2015. Applications sent by regular mail must be postmarked no 

later than April 1, 2015. Winners will be notified by April 15, 2015. 

 

For more information see www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com or send email to  

scholarships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

 

15. Percentage of children in day care facilities in Helsinki 

whose native language is not Finnish or Swedish. 16.5 

 

16. Respective percentages of ninth grade female and male 

students in Finland who have experienced some kind of 

sexual harassment or violence. 33 and 22.6 

 

17. Respective estimated numbers of refugee seekers in 

Finland and Sweden in 2014. 3,000 and 80,000 

 

18. Percentage by which attendance fell to performing arts 

events in Finland in 2013. 9.3 

 

19. Estimated number of teacher layoffs in Finland in 

2014. 4,000 

 

20. African country in which Lahti company plans to 

establish Finnish bakery. Kenya (Nairobi) 
 

(Sources are all from the Helsingin Sanomat and are as 

follows:  1 and 2) 8/28/14/A19, 3) 8/17/14/A14, 4)                              

8/14/14/B2, 5) 8/12/14/A12, 6 and 7) 8/8/14/A14, 8 and 9) 

8/7/14/A8, 10) 8/3/14/A9, 11) 7/30/14/A12, 12 and 13) 

7/24/14/A7, 14) 9/3/14/A30, 15) 8/19/14/A7, 16) 8/21/14/

A15, 17) 8/22/14/A8, 18) 8/23/14/C5, 19) 8/18/14/A7, 20) 

8/27/14/A29.  

London, continued from page 5 
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MULTI-SKILLED JENNI SALMI ADDS LITERARY TRANSLATION TO HER SET  

  By Gary London 

She knows how to milk cows and to operate a tractor, 

though those are skills not needed much these days by Jen-

ni Salmi. Her first major literary translation, Bodyguard, by 

Leena Lehtolainen, was published early in December.  

 

Jenni, who came with her American husband to Seattle 

some seven years ago, is proud of her rural origins in Lu-

umäki (Bone Hill), a sparsely-populated municipality in 

Finland’s southern Karelian region. Her parents operated a 

small dairy farm when Jenni was growing up, and she was 

expected to do her part. Still, with relatively few children in 

the area (only ten in her village school), she had time to 

watch American movies and listen to American pop and 

rock music. This, combined with an early love of reading, 

disposed her to an interest in English. 

 

After high school, Jenni went on to the University of 

Joensuu, where she received an M.A. in English language 

and literature. Her university experience proved fateful for 

a number of reasons. While there, she had the opportunity 

to teach Finnish to exchange students and English to gradu-

ate students through the campus Language Center, but her 

growing fascination with Finnish also led her to a job 

teaching Finnish to immigrants. Along with the growth of 

her competence and confidence in teaching, she also had 

her first experience with translating, primarily technical 

material for students and for a local business. Finally, she 

spent a year in Germany, immersed in the language that 

was her university minor, and it was there that she met her 

future husband – a Seattleite who was visiting a friend. 

 

Seattle was not new to Jenni when she moved here in 2007, 

for she had come here every summer to visit her husband-

to-be. Before the move, she tested the job market in Seattle 

and learned there were opportunities for teaching Finnish at 

the Suomi Koulu and at Bellevue Community College. She 

eventually taught at both those places, as well as through 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, where she continues 

to serve as language school coordinator as well as board 

member.  When not teaching, Jenni was engaged in free-

lance translating of largely technical documents, ranging 

from promotional materials for pulp mills to user manuals 

for inkjet printer manufacturers. Perhaps the most unusual 

was a project for the Yakima Nation fisheries to reintro-

duce lamprey eels to their reservation, for which Finnish 

materials were, at the time, the only available instructions.   

 

Three years ago, Jenni took a position with Valve – a PC 

game developer in downtown Bellevue with some 60 mil-

lion users throughout the world, including Finland. Much 

of her work has Jenni doing Finnish translations, tracking 

the Finnish market and assisting 

Finnish customers. At the same 

time, she appreciates the fact that 

the 300 employees of Valve are 

not pigeon-holed and that she can, 

for example, pursue a love for 

copy editing – a skill she honed in 

a certificate program at the Univer-

sity of Washington.     

  

It was copy editing that opened the 

door to her first Lehtolainen trans-

lation. For some two years previ-

ously, Jenni had done copy editing 

of English-language fiction and non-fiction for Amazon. 

Eventually, her managing editor asked if she might be in-

terested in translating, and when Jenni responded affirma-

tively and provided a sample translation, she was contract-

ed to translate Lehtolainen’s Henkivartija. This is the first 

book in a trilogy featuring the female protagonist, Hilja 

Ilveskero, who is the bodyguard of the title of the book and 

the series. For Jenni, it is the presence of this central female 

character that sets Lehtolainen apart among the Finnish 

entries in the Nordic Noir crime thriller genre. She also 

appreciates the author’s tongue-in-cheek humor. 

 

Jenni is well aware of her unusual position as a translator 

into a non-native language, but she sees the advantage she 

has in comprehending nuances in the original Finnish text 

that may be more difficult for non-native speakers of Finn-

ish to tease out. She begins her work by seeking to under-

stand the tone of the text and then finding a voice for the 

characters. In the process, she asks herself both, “How does 

this sound as well as how does it feel?” Though different 

from technical translation, Jenni describes her first foray 

into literary translation as “really fun.”  

 

In her journey from the family farm in rural Finland’s Lu-

umäki to the house she shares with her husband on Seat-

tle’s urban Capital Hill, Jenni Salmi has demonstrated a 

tremendous capacity for adaptation, including the extraor-

dinary facility in English that has made her move to literary 

translation possible. While never really homesick here, she 

loves going back to the farm in Finland during summer 

breaks from work. When she returns to work, however, she 

brings one clear evidence of her native identity with her: 

she insists that her name be pronounced as it would be in 

Finnish.  She is Jenni (Yen-nee) wherever she is. Remem-

ber the name; you’ll likely be seeing more of it in transla-

tions and elsewhere.   

Photo by: Amazon 
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Contributed by: Gary London 
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Finland was well represented at the sixth annual Nordic Lights Film Festival held at the SIFF Film Center January 15 through 18. 

Sponsored jointly by SIFF and the Nordic Heritage Museum, the event included The Campaign: The Making of a President 

(Presidentintekijät), a documentary charting Sauli Niinistö´s successful 2012 race for Finland´s highest office, and the full-length 

feature comedy Raspberry Boat Refugee (Vadelmavenepakolainen), about a Finn who wants to be a Swede. (Is it unfair to ask if this 

could be anything but a comedy?) In addition, there were Finnish entries in the Short Films and Sami Short Films.  
 
 

Visitors to the Nordic Heritage Museum’s Imagining the Arctic: Communicating Climate Science through Art exhibition have come 

away impressed by the stunning photography of Tiina Itkonen. Though she lives in Helsinki, Itkonen spends a good deal of her time 

capturing camera images of Artic peoples and landscapes, especially in Greenland. A graduate of the University of Art and Design 

(now Aalto University) in 2002, she was awarded the “Young Photographer of the Year” honor the following year. Since then, her 

work has been exhibited widely in Europe as well as North America and is in number of collections on both sides of the Atlantic. 

While Itkonen’s photographs are in many art books and catalogues, they make up the entirety of two books – Inughuit, published in 

2004, and newly-available Avannaa. One of her photographs of the Greenland village of Ikerasak is featured in the January issue of 

Harper’s Magazine. Her work in the Imagining the Arctic exhibit is on view through February 22.  
 

 

The 20th anniversary season of the Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series will kick off on February 8 with a program observing the 

150th anniversary of the birth of Jean Sibelius. The centerpiece of “Sibelius, Strings and Serenades” is the Finnish composer’s 

Rakastava (The Lover) for strings and timpani, performed by the North Corner Chamber Orchestra (NOCCO), a newly-formed and 

Seattle-based ensemble of seventeen professional musicians, led by violinist Victoria Parker. Rounding out the program are 

Benjamin Britten’s Simple Symphony and Peter Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings. For tickets to Mostly Nordic Concerts, go 

online to www.nordicmuseum.org or call 206.789.5707, extension 24.  

 

 

Celebrating both its own 20th anniversary and the 150th anniversary of Sibelius’ birth is the Lake Union Civic Orchestra, which will 

be performing the famous Finn’s First Symphony on February 27 at 7:30 p.m. in Seattle’s Town Hall. Since 2000, this community 

orchestra has been led by Music Director Christophe Chagnard, who is also Music Director of Northwest Sinfonietta and plays jazz 

guitar with Touché.  The program will also feature Serenade Fanfare, by Cornish College of the Arts student Lydia Parks, and Felix 

Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto, with Denise Dillenbeck as soloist. Tickets are available at www.luco.org/tickets. 

 

 

Those interested in honing their Finnish culinary skills will want to calendar a class to be offered through the Nordic Heritage 

Museum on April 11, when Noel Wannebo will teach wannabe cooks to make Fruit Soup, Rye Cookies, Cardamom Cream Pound 

Cake and Air Pudding. This kitchen adventure is part of a five-class Nordic “Coffee Treats” series that will begin on January 24 and 

continue through May 2 on one Saturday per month from 2:00 to 4:00PM. Cost per class is $25.00 or $111.00 for the entire series if 

one is a Museum member. For non-members, add $5.00 and $20.00 respectively. See above for ticket information and access.  

Schedule Notes:   
* Tanhuajat practice is each Saturday, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the FLC Maki Hall,  

  8502  13th Ave NW, Seattle  

*  Katrilli practice is each Sunday, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Swedish Cultural Center,   

  1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 

* Barneleikarringen of Greater Seattle: Please check the website at https://sites.google.com/site/ barneleikarringen/home  

  for current practice dates and location or to sign up for mailing list to receive regular notices of 
practices and events. Call (425) 954-5257 or email Barneleikarringen@gmail.com for more  

  information 

   

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 

http://www.nordicmuseum.org
http://www.luco.org/tickets


Films from Finland 
2015 

All Wednesday films are at 7:30 pm and all Friday films are at 2:00 pm 

in the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. in Seattle.  
 

February 25/27 Tuntematon emänta (The Unknown Woman), 2011, 79 minutes, K-3 

While an estimated 75% of the agricultural  workforce was on the front fighting the Winter and Continuation Wars, the women of 

Finland were left to fill the void.  Their remarkable story is told in this candid but tender documentary, first shown here in 2012. 

 

March 25-27 Äideistä parhain (Mother  of Mine), 2005, 104 minutes, K-11 

Paired with the April documentary on the same subject, this fictional but highly believable account of one boy’s experience as a war 

child in Sweden is probably the most popular film ever shown in this series and was a particular favorite of one of local war children, 

the late Norman Westerberg. 

 

April 22/24 Sotalapset (War  Children), 2003, 93 minutes, K-7 

This moving documentary by Erja Dammert uses archival footage and interviews by surviving participants to personalize the story of 

the 70,000 Finnish children who were sent abroad, primarily to Sweden, during the Winter and Continuation Wars.  Jussi winner for 

Best Documentary in 2004.  

 

May 27/29 Lotat (Women in War), 1995, 48 minutes, K 12 

A narrator at the beginning of this long-overdue documentary reads a letter from a Finnish newspaper about a Lotta volunteer who 

faces Russian fire to deliver soup to men on the front.  The question asked by the letter-writer is why no one knows about this.  

Thanks to this revealing film, we can all know about her and her sisters.    

 

June 26/28 Nummisuutarit (The Cobbler s on the Heath), 1957, 89 minutes, K -7 

Finally available with English subtitles, this third film version of Alexis Kivi’s beloved classic spins the rollicking tale of marriage 

plans gone awry in 19th century rural Finland, but subplots also abound.  The film makes unusual use of Sovcolor – the Soviet 

Union’s answer to Hollywood’s Technicolor.  

 

July and August Contact the Swedish Club for  summer  film programming at swedishclubnw.org. 

 

September 23/25 Tumman veden päällä (Above Dark Waters), 2013, 103 minutes, K-12  

The story of Peter Franzén’s difficult boyhood with a violently abusive father first appeared in book form, then as a play, and finally 

as this gripping yet strangely optimistic film, directed by Franzén in an impressive debut. 

 

October 28/30 Presidentintek ijät (The President Makers), 2014, 76 minutes, S  

A rare look behind the scenes of a presidential campaign in Finland – in this case the successful 2012 effort by Sauli Niinistö’s inner 

circle to get him elected.   Of particular interest is the extent to which Finnish electoral politics have come to resemble those in the 

United States. 

 

November 25/27 Väärät juuret (Twisted Roots),  2009, 99 minutes, K-11 

What happens to a family when a husband and father discloses that he has a debilitating, incurable and ultimately fatal disease?  A 

cast of first-rate Finnish actors, headed by Pertti Sveholm as the victim of Huntington’s Disease, bring their story realistically and 

sympathetically to life in this Saara Saarela film.  

 

December 23/January 8 Joulutarina (Chr istmas Story), 2007, 96 minutes, K -7 

See for yourself why this sweet and engaging story of how Santa came to be was the most-seen film in Finland when it was first 

released and why it returns to this series for the third time. Bring the whole family. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has received a  

Finnish Media Abroad Grant from Suomi-Seura/Finland  
Society to assist in the publication of our newsletter. 
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2015-2016  Board Elections 
Wednesday April 22, 2015 

6:30 PM at the 

Swedish Cultural Center 
 

 Our 2015 annual meeting will be held immediately preceding  

the Films from Finland presentation.  

 Please submit nominees or address any questions to: 
 

FFSC Nominating Committee  

PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  

or by email to: FFSC@finns.org 

Two Film Perspectives on Women During War 
By Gary London 

The February and March “Films from Finland” offer two very different view of how women may be caught up in war 

without being direct participants. The Winter War and Continuation War made unusual demands on women in Finland, 

who had to assume a large part of the work men had done, particularly on farms, and on women in Sweden, who, with 

their husbands, volunteered to take in children from Finland to spare them the most direct consequences of war. 

 

Tuntematon Emäntä (The Unknown Woman), tells the story of the often unheralded Finnish women who were left to 

manage farms when their husbands, sons and other male support were called to fight on the front. Additionally, they had 

full responsibility for their children, the elderly and, often, evacuees from Karelia. In this film, nominated for a Jussi as 

Best Documentary in 2012, women, now in their nineties, who lived during the wars in rural Finland have an opportunity 

to tell their own stories in their own understated words. The effect on the viewer is both powerful and inspiring. 

 

It was often urban mothers in Finland who were called upon to make another kind of sacrifice, i.e., to allow their chil-

dren to go to Sweden in order to avoid injury or death in the bombings of the cities. On the other side of the Baltic Sea, 

the Swedish women who became surrogate mothers to these children had their own adjustments to make. The March 25 

film, Äideistä parhain (Mother of Mine), is the story of one such woman who finds it difficult to open herself to a Finn-

ish war child who needs the warmth and caring of a mother in his life. Aided by an excellent cast, director Klaus Härö 

beautifully develops the relationship between the two to its moving conclusion. 

Archival photos courtesy of: 

www.tuntematonemanta.fi 
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Celebrate Sibelius with FFSC 

And the Seattle Symphony 
By Mikko Männistö 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is pleased to be involved with several events to 

coincide with the Seattle Symphony’s Sibelius Festival in March, and these events are 

listed below. 

 

Thursday March 12, 7:30 PM: Finlandia, Symphony No. 1 and Symphony No. 2. Pre-

concert lecture by Ruusamari Teppo and Jussi Makkonen. Finlandia Foundation Seattle 

Chapter has reserved a block of tickets for this concert. Please see below for details 

about purchasing tickets. 

Friday March 13, 7:00 PM: “Untuxed: Sibelius’ Symphony No. 2”. This shor t, no–

intermission concert features Sibelius’ Symphony No. 2 and Finlandia, with Nordic community choirs and a sing-along. 

After the concert, there will be a performance of Finnish choral music by the Finnish Choral Society in the lobby. 

Saturday March 14, 8:00 PM: Finlandia, Symphony No. 1 and Symphony No. 2. Pre-concert lecture by Ruusamari 

Teppo and Jussi Makkonen. 

Sunday March 15, 2:00 PM: Str ing Quar tet in D minor , Sonatina in E major  for  Violin and Piano and Piano 

Quintet in G minor 

Thursday March 19, 7:30 PM: Symphony No. 3, Violin Concerto in D minor , Symphony No. 4, with Pekka Kuu-

sisto as soloist. 

Saturday March 21, 8:00 PM: Symphony No. 3, Violin Concerto in D minor , Symphony No. 4, with Pekka Kuu-

sisto as soloist. 

Sunday March 22, 2:00 PM: Symphony No. 3, Violin Concer to in D minor , Symphony No. 4, with Pekka Kuusis-

to as soloist. 

Thursday March 26, 7:30 PM: Symphony No. 5, Symphony No. 6, Symphony No. 7 

Saturday March 28, 8:00 PM: Symphony No. 5, Symphony No. 6, Symphony No. 7 

All concerts are in Seattle at Benaroya Hall. Please see www.seattlesymphony.org for more information. 

 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter has reserved a block of seats for the opening concert of the Sibelius festival on 

Thursday March 12. Tickets are available in 3 sections: 

 

Orchestra B: $60 per seat 

Orchestra C: $47 per seat 

Orchestra E: $30 per seat 

 

To reserve tickets, please send an email to sibelius@finlandiafoundationseattle.com and include your name, the number 

and type of tickets you wish to reserve. You can purchase tickets using PayPal through our website at 

www.finlandiafoundation.com/sibelius or by mailing your reservation information and payment to: Finlandia Foundati-

on Seattle Chapter, P.O. Box 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 

Reservations must be received no later than February 12th. Seats are limited and tickets are first-come, first-serve. 

 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is also organizing two events in collaboration with other local Finnish community 

organizations: 

 

Saturday March 14, 6:30 PM: Dinner  and Sibelius’ music at the Finnish Lutheran Church. Come enjoy dinner  

and music performed by former Finlandia Foundation National Performers of the Year and others. 

Sunday March 15, 6:00 PM: Concer t with Ruusamar i Teppo and Jussi Makkonen at the Brechemin Auditor ium 

in the University of Washington School of Music building. 

https://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com:2096/cpsess1408349850/horde/imp/dynamic.php?page=mailbox
http://www.finlandiafoundation.com/sibelius
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Finlandia Foundation National  
Commemorates a Great Finn 

 
 
The year 2015 is the Sibelius 150 Jubilee--the 150

th
 anniversary of the birth 

of the great Finnish composer, Jean Sibelius. Programs honoring Jean Sibelius will be supported by Finlandia Foun-
dation National (FFN), an American non-profit organization that is the most important source of support for Finnish 
and Finnish American culture in the United States. FFN has a strong connection with Jean Sibelius; he was the first 
patron of FFN when it was established in 1953. During 2015, many Sibelius events will be organized by the 46 Fin-
landia Foundation chapters across America. In addition, FFN is sponsoring Sibelius performers from Finland, Jussi 
Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo, during the Sibelius 150 Jubilee year. 
 
Jewels of Sibelius—School Concerts 
FFN announces the Jewels of Sibelius concert tours in America to be presented by Jussi Makkonen, the award-
winning Finnish cellist, and Ruusamari Teppo, the gifted pianist who is finishing her doctorate in music in Texas and 
is the great-granddaughter of Jean Sibelius himself. This is a rare opportunity for school children and adults in the 
U.S. to hear these acclaimed artists during two tours: the West Coast Tour from March 16-20, 2015, and the East 
Coast Tour in September, 2015. 
 
The Jewels of Sibelius school concerts are 45-minute presentations for students from kindergarten through high 
school. Jussi and Ruusamari play Sibelius music, talk about the background of each piece, and tell stories about the 
life of the composer. The arrangements of some pieces are accessible only to Sibelius family members, so this gives 
the audience an exceptional opportunity to experience and explore the music of Sibelius. 
 
In Finland during the past two years, over 225,000 students in 700 schools have heard the extremely successful Jew-
els of Sibelius concerts performed by Jussi and his accompanist, sponsored by the Finnish Ministry of Education and 
Culture. Because of the great success of these school concerts, Jussi has been asked to prepare a new concert 
script, especially for the Sibelius 150 Jubilee. With this new program, Jussi is now ready to continue the concert se-
ries for another two years, and plans to reach all Finnish schools and give all children the opportunity to appreciate 
the classical music of this great Finnish composer. 
 
The high quality of Finnish education has been recognized around the world during recent years, and Finland’s ac-
claimed music education has had a great impact on the overall success story of education. Finlandia Foundation Na-
tional is proud to present these Sibelius concerts to school children in the U.S. during these two rare concert tours. 
 
Pre-concert lectures at Seattle Symphony 
Ruusamari Teppo and Jussi Makkonen will give a pre-concert lecture on Thursday, March 12, 2015, before the open-
ing concert of the Seattle Symphony’s Sibelius Concert Series. Ruusamari and Jussi will give another pre-concert 
lecture before the Seattle Symphony’s Sibelius performance on Saturday, March 14, 2015.  
 
Links for more information: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBQZGGuB2wA 
www.jussimakkonen.com 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CellistJussiMakkonen   (This is the latest video Jussi Makkonen prepared last sum-
mer.  It was filmed in a little northeastern Finnish village, where Jean Sibelius spent his honeymoon with his wife Aino 
Järnefelt.  This special trip inspired Sibelius to compose his Impromptu No. 5/5 that can be heard throughout the vid-
eo.)  
 
For additional information, contact Satu Mikkola via email: satum@aol.com 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBQZGGuB2wA
http://www.jussimakkonen.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CellistJussiMakkonen
mailto:satum@aol.com
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 Some of you may have already had the pleasure 
of hearing Jussi Makkonen and Ruusamari Teppo 
play music by Sibelius together, when they were here 
in 2013 and 2014.  For those of you who haven’t, you 
are in for a rare treat. Both are accomplished musi-
cians with a close relationship to Sibelius’ music: Mak-
konen as the ambassador of the composer’s music to 
Finland’s school children, and Teppo as the great-
granddaughter of Sibelius himself. 
  
 Makkonen began playing the cello at age seven, 
and he completed his Master of Arts degree in music 
at the Sibelius Academy in 2005.  But ever since he 
won the Finnish try-outs at the Eurovision Young Mu-
sician’s Competition in 1996, he has been in high de-
mand. In 2008, he released an album featuring origi-
nal works for the cello and piano by Sibelius and has 
since then performed music by Sibelius for hundreds 
of thousands of listeners across Europe, North Ameri-
ca and Asia. Through his school concerts starting in 
2010, he has become well-regarded for his fresh inter-
pretation of Sibelius and brought classical music to a new generation of school children throughout Finland.   
  
 Teppo has known she wanted to be a musician since she was a teenager.  She grew up in a musical family and be-
gan learning to play the piano at age four. As she once stated in an interview, “I was always at the piano.” She attended 
a music primary school and a music high school, and eventually ended up at the University of North Texas where she is 
working on her Ph.D, on Sibelius’ music of course. Specifically, the dissertation focuses on Sibelius’ piano writing and 
how this compositional style interacted with the style of composing for an orchestra. While working on her dissertation, 
she continues to actively perform Sibelius’ music with Makkonen and others, and she has performed across Europe and 
the U.S. 

Ruusamari Teppo and Jussi Makkonen  

Photo by: Satu Mikkola 

Talented Artists are True Jewels of Sibelius Concerts 
By Mia Spangenberg 

The children’s book Soiva Metsä—Jean Sibeliuksen matkassa (The Singing Forest—On a Journey 

with Jean Sibelius) will be available for purchase at Makkonen and Teppo’s concert at the Finnish 

School of Seattle on Saturday, March 14 at 11:00AM. The book introduces young readers to Si-

belius and his compositions and different events in Finnish history at the time of his life. Written 

and illustrated by Katri Kirkkopelto, the book also comes with a CD featuring Sibelius’ most well-

known works performed by Makkonen and pianist Nazig Azezian. 

Photo by: Lasten Keskus 



Page 14  

February/March 2015                              finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                  FFSC Newsletter  

 Finnish Design Exhibition coming to Seattle  
By Gary London 

 Seattle is among the few American cities to host a major ex-

hibition of Finnish design over the past 15 years. “Finland: De-

signed Environments” will open on March 12 at the Nordic Her-

itage Museum for four months.   

 As the first significant U.S. exhibition of contemporary 

Finnish design since the 1990s, “Designed Environments” offers 

examples of the Finnish genius for incorporating  design into all 

facets of everyday life – from the architecture of the Kamppi 

Chapel of Silence to the redesigned Kela maternity package.   

 This exhibition has been assembled around five themes: ur-

ban design, recreation, home, fashion and innovative design. 

Some of the exhibits are from 2012, when Finland was the World 

Design Capital. These include the Pavilion, designed by members 

of the Aalto University Wood Program, which was set up be-

tween the Design Museum and the Museum of Finnish Architec-

ture in Helsinki, as well as ceramic artist Karin Widnäs’s newly-

designed dinner service  to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 

Savoy Restaurant, originally designed by Alvar and Aino Aalto 

in 1937. 

 “Finland: Designed Environments” comes to the Puget 

Sound area after a stay at the Minneapolis Institute of Art last 

year. Jennifer Komar Olivarez, curator of the exhibition there, 

praised Finland as a long-time design leader of the world and 

continued, “notable for its creativity, pragmatism, excellence, 

and ubiquity, Finnish design is changing how we interact with 

our environments for the better. As the world, and particularly 

the United States, continues to urbanize and become more eco-

logically conscious, there are many lessons Finland can teach 

us.”  

  Anna’s Hummingbird (2014), pictured 

above, is one of the rare artworks by glass art-

ist Oiva Toikka currently on display at the Mu-

seum of Glass in Tacoma. Commissioned espe-

cially for the museum, the piece joins other 

birds by Toikka representing many common 

and special species in our region, like Red-

winged Blackbird (2007), Ruffed Grouse 

(2008) and Kingfisher (2010), to name a few. 

 Visitors will be able to see rare prototypes 

and other specimens from the museum’s col-

lection, and 200 limited edition birds are avail-

able at the Mueum Shop while supplies last. 

 Toikka’s career spans 40 years with the 

Iiitala company, and over that time he has de-

signed some 400 glass birds.  While he is most 

famous for his glass birds, some may also rec-

ognize him for his “Kastehelmi” (Dew Drop) 

design, which adorns everything from votives 

to dinnerware. 

 The exhibit runs through February 22. 

Newest Iittala Bird on View 

Weird—and Proud of It 
By Mia Spangenberg 

Author Johanna Sinisalo is soon to 

have four of her novels available in 

English: the Finlandia Prize-winning 

novel Troll: A Love Story (Ennen 

päivän laskua ei voi), Birdbrain 

(Linnunaivot), about a couple’s experi-

ence trekking in Australasia, The 

Blood of Angels (Enkelten verta), 

about the consequences of a mass ex-

tinction of bees, and Core of the Sun 

(Auringon ydin), a dystopian novel in 

which individual freedoms are drasti-

cally curtailed, to be released in a few 

months.  How should these novels be 

categorized, one might ask? 

Sinisalo would discourage trying to 

pigeonhole her work into any particu-

lar genre, whether fantasy or science 

fiction.  As she once wrote in a Books 

from Finland column, she simply 

wants to be known as writing stories. 

For her, genres are a tool she uses to 

examine societal issues, and her work 

often combines elements from several 

genres.  She doesn’t want to lose read-

ers who have preconceived notions 

about what a certain genre entails and 

instead proclaims that “weird” is a 

good term for describing her work that 

simply does not fit into any other gen-

re.   

Luckily for the reader, Sinisalo’s writ-

ing is innovative in ways works faith-

ful to genre hardly ever are. Says Lola 

Rogers, translator both of The Blood 

of Angels and Core of the Sun, “What I 

admire about Sinisalo, and what her 

readers admire, is the way she com-

bines fact and fiction to examine some 

pressing question about humanity’s 

place in nature. As a recent review of 

The Blood of Angels put it, her books 

are actually ‘about something.’” 

Sinisalo is worried about humanity’s 

impact on the planet, and she makes 

this fact well known not only in her 

fiction, but also in her column in Hel-

singin Sanomat. She is a rare writer 

who has made weird mainstream. 

Photo by: he Museum of Glass 



Dear Members, 
 Please let us know about your family events. Has there been a birth, 

graduation, wedding or death that you would like to share? 
  

Just email the information to: 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com  

or mail to: 

FFSC  
PO Box 5024 

Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
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Photo submitted by Paula Price 

FINNISH EXPATRIATE PARLIAMENT (FEP) SESSION 2015 

The eighth session of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament will be held at the University of 

Helsinki from Friday to Saturday, May 22-23, 2015.  

All Finnish expatriate organizations can participate in the work of the FEP. New member 

associations are welcome to join and attend the session by ratifying the FEP bylaws. The 

information and ratification forms are available on the FEP web site: www.usp.fi.           

Every member organization that has ratified the by-laws of the FEP is entitled to send a 

representative to the parliament. Currently 521 Finnish expatriate organizations in 37 

countries are members of the FEP. There are no financial responsibilities or privileges in 

membership.  

 

Schedule of the Session 2015:  (for more information, see www.usp.fi) 

February 22, 2015 Deadline for registration of the participating organizations   

February 22, 2015 Deadline for the submission of initiatives   

Each member organization is entitled to submit ini-

tiatives to the parliamentary session.  

April 10, 2015 Names of the participants and committee choices to 

be submitted to Suomi-Seura, the Secretariat of FEP at 

www.suomi-seura.fi 

May 21, 2015  Regional meeting; Region USA and Latin America  

May 22-23, 2015.         PARLIAMENTARY SESSION 

 

For additional information, you can contact Marita Cauthen, (raivaaja@net1plus.com), 

FEP Regional Speaker, or Satu Mikkola, (satum@aol.com) Alternate FEP Speaker, Regi-

on USA and Latin America. 

http://www.usp.fi/
http://www.usp.fi/
http://www.suomi-seura.fi/
mailto:satum@aol.com
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Independence Day Dinner and Dance 2014 

By Mikko Männistö, with photose by Esko and Mikko Männistö 

 

The 2014 Finnish Independence Day Dinner and Dance was held at the 

Happy Valley Grange in rural Redmond, WA on December 6. This was 

probably the first time that the event was not held in Seattle, and to help 

people get to the Grange, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC) 

rented a small bus for transporting attendees between Seattle and the 

Grange. 

 

Happy Valley Grange is a historic building, built nearly 100 years ago in a 

sparsely populated area that at the time was called Happy Valley. Accor-

ding to the Sammamish Heritage Society, the grange had 51 charter mem-

bers, a significant percentage of the population of Happy Valley and the 

surrounding areas at the time. Many of these members were of Scandi-

navian heritage. 

 

The Grange provided a cozy and unique environment for the 119 atten-

dees, who enjoyed a fantastic buffet dinner prepared by Flame Catering. Music was provided by the Finnish Choral Society of Seatt-

le and Pickled Herring Band, and Ilmari Ivaska, University of Washington Finnish Studies Visiting Lecturer, gave the keynote pre-

sentation. The 2014 FFSC President’s award was given to FFSC board member Ron Karjala for his many years of dedicated volun-

teer service in the local Finnish community. 
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10 am 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact FFSC Editor at  newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles?  Join Ilmari Ivaska, visiting 

lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

For more details, contact Ilmari by email: 

ilmari@uw.edu. 

 

Or, join the Facebook group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 

 

 

The Finnish School of Seattle provides a motivating 

Finnish speaking learning community for children and 

their parents. With quality programs children learn and 

maintain Finnish language as well as gain an apprecia-

tion for their heritage. 

 

Our school practices open enrollment on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Please feel free to contact us with 

any questions or to schedule a visit. We look forward 

to seeing you at Finnish School! 

 

Contact: 

Principal Teacher Airi Suomalainen:  

principal_teacher@finnishschoolofseattle.org 
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Skiing at Snoqualmie Pass 

Photo by: Mikko Männistö 


