
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
FFSC Newsletter 

Volume XXXXV No I           December 2016/January 2017 

December 2016/January 2017                            finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                    FFSC Newsletter 

Skiers at Snoqualmie Pass 
Photo by: Mikko Männistö 



December 2016/January 2017                           finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                     FFSC Newsletter  

Note: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been reported to us. 

If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Page 2  

Dec. 3 6PM Finnish Independence Day Dinner and Dance SC 

Dec. 6  Finnish Independence Day/Suomen Itsenäisyyspäivä  

Dec. 13 12:00PM Klaus Härö´s film Postia pappi Jaakobille (Letters to Father Jacob) will be shown as part of 
the Nordic Heritage Museum´s “Soup and Cinema” series.  

NHM 

Dec. 17 10:00AM-
1:00PM 

The Finnish School of Seattle’s Christmas Party at Living Hope Lutheran Church, 7305 
208th Ave NE, Redmond. Contact Mirva Sibakov: mirvasi@gmail.com for more details. 

 

Dec. 17 4:30PM The Finnish Choral Society’s Christmas Concert and Christmas Table. See the ad on page 
16 for further details. 

FLC 

Dec. 24  Christmas eve/Jouluaatto  

Dec. 25  Merry Christmas!/Hyvää joulua!  

Dec. 27 8:00PM PBS program on architect Eero Saarinen. See page 13 for further details.  

Dec. 28 7:30PM Onni von Sopanen, 2006, 90 minutes, K 3 SC 

Dec. 30 2:00PM Onni von Sopanen, 2006, 90 minutes, K 3 SC 

Dec. 31  New year’s eve/Uuden vuoden aatto  

Jan. 1  Happy new year!/Hyvää uutta vuotta!  

Jan. 7 4:00PM-
7:15PM 

The Finnish School of Seattle will host an ice-skating event at Castle Ice Arena in Renton. 
The theme is: 100 maalia Suomelle/100 goals for Finland! Contact Airi Suomalainen:  
airi_suomalainen@hotmail.com. 

 

Jan. 8  FFSC February newsletter deadline. Submit articles, pictures and information to: news-
letter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 

 

Jan.12-16  The eighth annual Northern Lights Film Festival at the SIFF Film Center at Seattle Center.  

Jan. 16  The Northern Lights Film Festival dedicates a day to Finnish film. There will also be a re-
ception, co-hosted by FFSC and the UW Finnish program. See page 12 for details. 

 

Jan. 25 7:30PM Metsän tarina (The Tale of the Forest), 2012, 72 minutes, S  SC 

Jan. 27 2:00PM Metsän tarina (The Tale of the Forest), 2012, 72 minutes, S  SC 

Jan. 27  Cappella Romana performs Rautavaara’s Vigilia (All-Night Vigil) at St. Mark’s Cathedral  

Feb. 22 7:30PM Aleksis Kiven elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), 2002, 104 minutes, S SC 

Feb. 24 2:00PM Aleksis Kiven elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), 2002, 104 minutes, S SC 

March 1 7:00PM The UW Finnish program sponsors a panel discussion on Finnish literature in the U.S. with 
Finlandia-prize winning author Rosa Liksom and translators at the University of Washing-
ton Club. Contact Ilmari Ivaska: ilmari@uw.edu for more information. 

 

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Cathy Perry 
Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  
Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: 
membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Gunnar Damstrom  
Ilmari Ivaska 
Paula Price   
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail info@finlandiafoundationseattle.com.  
 
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year 
by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. 
Deadlines: the 8th day of every odd month (Jan/
Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). Preferred method of 
submission is by e-mail. Most formats and 
applications are supported. For regular mail, 
please make arrangements with the editor. 
 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 
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Please note, the deadline for the February/March 
edition of the Newsletter is January 8, 2017  

All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  
and at the discretion of the Editor.  

 Finlandia Foundation National (FFN) held a Joint Chapter Meeting in 

Arlington, Virginia November 4-6, with representatives from 34 of the 52 

Finlandia Foundation chapters present. The previous Joint Chapter Meeting was 

held in Seattle over 10 years ago, so it was time for everybody to get together 

again to talk about challenges and successes and to socialize and network. 
 

 Saturday morning, after greetings from Ambassador Kirsti Kauppi and Suomi Seura Executive Director 

Tina Strandberg, we were given a detailed overview of FFN’s activities and presentations on the Finnish 

American Heritage Center in Hancock, MI, the Salolampi Language Village, and the Finnish Expatriate 

Parliament. We also learned about the Finnish American Historical Archive in Hancock, established in 1932 

and home to the largest collection of Finnish-North American materials in the world – some 20,000 items. 
 

 We were given many opportunities to provide feedback to FFN. Feedback given during open 

microphone sessions consisted of suggestions for how FFN could help chapters, presentations on local 

activities, and requests for advice on a variety of issues. Roundtable discussions were actually an ideal 

setting for getting advice, since each table had an FFN representative with chapter representatives brain-

storming and sharing of ideas. Roundtable optics included the POY/LOY/Centenary lecturer program; the 

Expatriate Parliament; financial issues affecting chapters, and Internet and technology. One area that appears 

to impact many chapters is how to effectively use social media. Many chapters lack expertise in this area, 

and thus struggle to connect with younger generations. FFSC will increase our use of Facebook and possibly 

other avenues to communicate news and future events, and to reach more people. 
  

 The Joint Chapter Meeting continued Sunday morning with FFN as well as local chapters presenting 

their current plans for celebrating Finland’s centenary next year. On pages 10-11 you will find a preliminary 

calendar of planned Seattle area events for 2017. Most of these are, of course, not organized by FFSC, but by 

the many Finnish and Nordic organizations in our area. Events are largely the result of collaboration between 

different groups, highlighting the theme for the centenary celebrations: Yhdessä – Together. More 

information will be available at our Independence Day Dinner and Dance on Saturday December 3rd, but I 

want to bring to your attention two events: a family summer festival at Vasa Park on the shores of Lake 

Sammamish on June 3rd and a concert of Finnish music by local Finnish and Nordic musicians and the 

Philharmonia Northwest at Benaroya Hall on November 4th. We are excited about these events, and the 

concert in particular is a bold idea which will require significant funding to be successful. I ask that you 

consider making a donation to our Finland100 events using the form on page 6 or by visiting our website: 

www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 
  

 The Joint Chapter Meeting ended with a preview of the film Eero Saarinen: The Architect Who Saw the 

Future, which explores the life and visionary work of Finnish-American modernist and architectural giant 

Eero Saarinen. It will premiere on TV across the country on Tuesday, December 27 on PBS. 
 

 Wishing you a peaceful holiday season, 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 
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Having recently returned from a year spent in 

Germany, my family and I are happy to be 

home again and to reconnect with all of our 

friends here in the Seattle area. Many people 

have asked us what it was like to be in Eu-

rope, with the refugee crisis in full swing. 

Tensions are clearly on the rise as cities, 

communities, and countries grapple with ab-

sorbing so many people fleeing the horrors of 

war, but at the same time, we were amazed 

by the enormous efforts that are underway to 

provide refugees with housing, clothing, and 

education to ensure their basic needs are met. 

So, yes, populist nationalist movements are 

gaining ground, Brexit became reality, and 

we have a president-elect whose anti-

immigration rhetoric frightens many. But that 

doesn’t stop people from reaching out with a 

helping hand or a kind word; in fact, it 

strengthens our resolve to do more. 

 

We are on the eve of Finland’s centennial, 

and what better time to celebrate the diversity 

of what Finland has brought and continues to 

bring to America, whether it is “Death Metal” 

or classical music, crime fiction or Angry 

Birds, the sauna or folk dancing, and much 

more. Just on the topic of books, more Finn-

ish fiction is appearing in English than ever 

before, and you will find a gift guide for 

young and young-at-heart in this issue. In his 

Local Art Notes, Gary London also shares 

new titles available in English in the crime 

genre. 

 

If you have something you would like to 

share and celebrate about Finland, get in 

touch! You can always reach me at: newslet-

ter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 

 

Happy holidays! 

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Coming up in the 2017 Newsletter: 

Celebrating All Things Finnish 

You can bet the newsletter will also be celebrating Fin-

land’s centennial. Here’s a taste of what you can look 

forward to next year: 

 Interviews with well-established and new Finns in 

every issue: what does it mean to be a Finn today? 

 An article about the Finns of Finn Hill in Kirkland, 

originally settled by Finns in the early twentieth 

century 

 More book reviews of literature in translation, in-

cluding of young adult and children’s literature 

 Up-to-date coverage of the many events to be held 

in honor of Finland’s 100th anniversary 

Is there anything else you would like to see, or do you 

have something you would like to contribute? What do 

you value about the newsletter, and what are your rec-

ommendations for improving it? Remember that the 

newsletter is here to serve you! We hope to feature 

your comments in upcoming issues, so write to us at: 

newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 

 

 

Public Service Announcement! 
 

Rita Vermala-Koski, Past President of FFSC, 

will be saying a few words about the upcom-

ing Finland100 activities planned for 2017! 

 

Tune into KKNW 1150 on the AM dial 

Saturday, January 7 9-10:00AM 
 

mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
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The Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter board 

joins the below members and friends  

in wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Fran Whitehill 

Mikko and Amy Männistö and family 

Mia Spangenberg, Karl and Vera Themer 

Sirkku Vasama, Liisa and Clyde Jussila and family 

Gary and Kaisa London 

Karoliina Kuisma, Sean, Kaisa and Siiri Dawson 

Eva and Heikki Männistö  

Leo and Linda Nalli 

Marja Hall 

JoAnne Hardt Rudo 

Cykel turist/polkupyöräturisti 

UFKBS #11 Seattle Lodge 

Finnish Choral Society 

Finnish Lutheran Church 

Katrilli Finnish Folk Dancers 

Tanhuajat Finnish Folk Dancers 

United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters, Lodge 11 

University of Washington Finnish Studies Program  

Seattlen Suomi Koulu/ Finnish School of Seattle 

 

Check off your holiday gift list with finnish books 

By Mia Spangenberg 

What should you get your friends and family for the holidays? Luckily, more books of 

all stripes, for both adults and children, are being translated from Finnish into English, and 

they make wonderful gifts for learning about and experiencing Finnish culture.  

To start with books for adults, Anu Partanen’s The Nordic Theory of Everything: In 

Search of a Better Life, published just this summer, has received rave reviews from critics. It was named a best 

book of the 2016 summer by O, The Oprah Magazine, and a best nonfiction book of the 2016 summer by Bus-

tle. The Seattle Times called it “meticulously researched” and claimed that “it could be a game-changer in na-

tional conversations about the roles that governments should play in their citizens’ lives.” Partanen is a Finnish 

journalist who settled in the United States a few years ago. She argues that Americans have gotten it all wrong 

when they argue that the Nordic countries are “nanny states” in which citizens have willingly sacrificed their 

self-interests for the good of all. In Partanen’s view, the exact opposite is true: Nordic people have made their 

decisions out of self-interest. She was willing to pay high taxes because it guaranteed top-notch services for 

her as an individual. It makes for compelling reading as we navigate the years ahead in America. 

For no less stimulating fare, you may turn to Tuula Karjalainen’s wonderful and comprehensive biog-

raphy Tove Jansson: Work and Love, newly available in paperback and translated by David McDuff. It inti-

mately explores this great artist’s life, her life with her family, her relationships, and what it was like to live in 

the climate of war. Filled with numerous images of her artwork, it conveys Jansson’s commitment to her art, 

which was inseparable from her life. While she is probably most well-known and loved as the creator of the 

Moomins, Jansson was incredibly prolific during her lifetime as a painter, writer, poet, and cartoonist, among 

other artistic endeavors. 
Continues on page 9 
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Seattle soprano Maria Männistö has a busy concert schedule to round out 2016. On December 2, she will be 

performing Smokestack Arias by Wayne Horwitz in commemoration of the hundredth anniversary of the 

Everett Massacre – a deadly confrontation between Industrial Workers of the World (Wobblies) and local law 

enforcement officers on the Everett docks on November 5, 1916. Smokestack Arias premiered in 2012 at the 

Act Theater with Maria singing the text by Robin Holcomb. As with that earlier performance, Maria will be 

accompanied by pianist Christina Valdes when this song cycle is repeated at the intimate Chapel Performance 

Space at the Home of the Good Shepherd, located at 4649 Sunnyside Avenue North in the Seattle’s 

Wallingford neighborhood. In November and December, Maria will be singing the soprano solo at the Pacific 

Northwest Ballet’s annual Nutcracker. 

Over the past summer, The Lavender Ladies Detective Agency: Death in Sunset Grove, a new Finnish-to-

English translation by Lola Rogers, was published by Pan Macmillan. The original, by Minna Lindgren, was a 

popular addition to increasing numbers of crime novels from Finland, though Death in Sunset Grove is gentler 

and funnier than most. Its heroines are a pair of elderly friends who live in a retirement home and find ample 

time for looking into a suspicious death. If this all sounds a bit like Miss Marple, prospective readers will not 

be surprised that it was dubbed by the Independent as “a Finnish Miss Marple.” 

Other Seattle-based translators have been hard at work, mostly with Finnish crime novels. Jenni Salmi’s recent 

work, The Devil’s Club, is her third translation in the popular Bodyguard trilogy by Leena Lehtolainen -- the 

others being The Bodyguard and The Lion of Justice. Jenni is also responsible for The Black Tongue -- the 

English version of Marko Hautala’s chilling book, Kuokkamummo. Hautala, sometimes referred to as “the 

Stephen King of Finland,” has won several literary prizes for his work. Sometime Seattleite Kristian London is 

also finding demand for his work as a translator of crime novels. Jari Järvelä’s The Girl and the Rat is the 

second novel in the Metro Trilogy to be translated by Kristian. Like the first, The Girl and the Bomb, it is set 

in the subculture of graffiti artists. Järvelä, a former teacher, has been nominated for both the Finlandia Prize 

and the Nordic Council Literary Prize. His newest novel, Tyttö ja seinä (The Girl and the Wall) was published 

in Finland this year and is likely to be translated as well. 

If readers haven’t yet seen  Klaus Härö´s touching film Postia pappi Jaakobille (Letters to Father Jacob), there 

is an opportunity to do so at the Nordic Heritage Museum´s “Soup and Cinema” series on December 13 at 

noon. This is essentially a two-person drama in which a pardoned convict comes to assist a blind pastor and, in 

the process, finds a slow path to redemption through the letters she reads to him. As expected in Härö films, 

like the more recent Miekkailija (The Fencer), the emphasis is on the small triumphs of goodness in the lives 

of ordinary people.    

The new year of "Films from Finland" kicks off with Metsän tarina (The Tale of the Forest) -- the most-

viewed domestic documentary ever in Finland. As its title suggests, this 2012 release takes viewers into the 

forests of Finland to acquaint them with animals, insects, birds, and reptiles. The relationship between 

Finland's fauna and its forest environment is also explored. The film's musical score, by Panu Aaltio, won the 

International Film Music Critics Association as best for a documentary. This 72-minute film, suitable for the 

entire family, will be shown at the Swedish Club on January 25 at 7:30 p.m. and January 27 at 2:00 p.m.  
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Just this October, Katja Kettu’s The Midwife (Kätilö) was published by AmazonCrossing in a translati-

on by David Hackston. This critically acclaimed novel was the most widely read title in Finland in 2011. Set in 

Lapland during WWII, it is a love story between a Finnish midwife and an SS officer. This raw and powerful 

novel will stay with you long after you’ve finished reading it.    

In the arena of young adult fiction, author Salla Simukka is quickly becoming an internationally ac-

claimed superstar. Her Snow White Trilogy, comprised of As Red as Blood, As White as Snow, and As Black 

as Ebony, originally published by AmazonCrossing and translated by Owen Witesman, has generated such 

buzz that a Hollywood production company has bought the rights to make a feature film based on the series, 

and the books will also be newly published by Crown Books, an imprint of Random House. The trilogy fea-

tures the feisty Lumikki, who has drawn comparisons to Stieg Larsson’s heroine Lisbeth Salander. Buy the 

books for the teenagers in your life and then make a date to see the movie. 

Things are heating up in Finnish children’s literature as well. Linda Liukas, a computer programmer 

and children’s writer, has, like Simukka, gained international attention with her book Hello Ruby, a coding 

book for children aged 4-7. It introduces programming concepts, like breaking down problems into smaller 

pieces, without requiring a computer at all. Above all, it appeals to children’s natural sense of curiosity and 

helps children feel comfortable with technology from a young age. You can also find free activities for your 

children to continue learning about technology and programming at: www.helloruby.com. 

The above are just the tip of the iceberg. Look for more reviews of adult and children’s books to come! 

Finnish Family Film for the Holidays 
By Gary London 

Onni von Sopanen is an eleven-year-old Finn-

ish boy who, like many his age, is struggling with is-

sues of identity and inclusion. He is the subject of the 

film that bears his name as its title and is the Decem-

ber selection in the “Films from Finland” series. 

Onni’s questions about belonging begin in a 

biology class when he learns just enough to cause him 

to wonder if he has been adopted—how can he have 

blue eyes, when both of his parents have brown eyes? 

That apprehension is stoked when he meets a new boy 

at school named Miro, who, as it turns out, is adopted. 

This may not be the stuff of high drama, but it makes 

for a sensitive and often humorous look at growing up 

by director Johanna Vuoksenmaa, who understands 

her young characters and treats them seriously and 

sympathetically. Indeed, Vuoksenmaa has been highly 

praised for her efforts in this film, which shows Onni 

navigating his relationships with his family and class-

mates, as well as dealing with bullying and cultural 

differences. 

Vuoksenmaa, best known for her Jussi-award 

winning Nousukausi (Upswing), shows real facility 

working with child actors, especially Kaarlo Somerto, 

who plays Onni. While his family members and 

friends surround him, the focus remains on this 

“tween” moving from the relative security of child-

hood to the uncertainty of 

the teenage years. 

 Onni von So-

panen is good holiday 

fare for the family, suita-

ble for older children as 

well as adults. It is in 

Finnish with English sub-

titles and is 90 minutes in 

length.  It will be shown 

at the Swedish Club on December 28 at 7:30 p.m. and 

again on December 30 at 2:00 p.m.  A $5.00 donation 

from adults is gratefully accepted at both showings, 

but children are invited to attend without concern for a 

donation. 

“Films from Finland” is a continuing project of 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter in furtherance of 

its mission to foster Finnish art and culture in its ser-

vice area. 

Note:  Sincere apologies to those who attended 

“Films from Finland” in November and were disap-

pointed when the scheduled selection, Aleksis Kiven 

elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), was not available, 

owing to a mix-up in the location of the DVD. This 

film has been rescheduled for February 2017; consult 

the calendar for dates and times. 

Spangenberg, continued from page 7 

http://www.helloruby.com
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The Eighth Annual Nordic Film Festival presents  

A Day of Finnish Film to Celebrate Finland’s Centennial! 
The festival will take place January 12-16 at the SIFF Film Center at Seattle Center. 

Monday, January 16 will be dedicated to a showing of Finnish films, including a reception 

hosted by FFSC and the UW Finnish studies program. Below are the films scheduled, but 

times are still tentative. Contact the Nordic Heritage Museum for more details. 

 
3PM 

Iron Grandpa/ Teräsvaari 

Documentary | Finland| 2015 | 74 minutes | Janiv Oskar & Terhi Romo 

 

The 72-year-old Finn Esko Ketola is a four-time world champion weightlifter, and 

before the strong-as-an-ox senior resigns and leaves the stage to younger forces, he 

plans to take the first prize at his last World Cup. But the road to the podium takes 

more than just discipline and hard training, and it is paved with events that even the 

stubborn Esko could not have predicted! Finnish deadpan meets 'Rocky' in an offbeat 

film about stopping while you are on top of the game –accompanied by Scandinavia's 

answer to the soundtrack of a relaxed spaghetti western, recorded by the two directors Janiv Oskar and Terhi 

Romo themselves. The charming Iron Grandpa is both unmistakably Scandinavian in tone and fundamentally 

human in its narrative. Hats off for Esko himself who is an acquaint- 

ance of a very rare kind. 

 

5PM 

Gold Digger/ Onnenonkija 

Comedy | Finland| 2016 | 88 minutes | Ville Jankeri 

 

Marja is a fashion blogger, living up to the lifestyle she envisioned. But she is broke and doesn’t know how to 

be poor. By chance, Marja meets Olavi, working at a warehouse. She doesn’t know he is the heir to a large 

fortune… He doesn’t know how to be rich.  

#life #money #love… #nofilter  

 

6:30PM 

Reception 

 

7:30PM 

The Happiest Day in the Life of Olli Mäki/ Hymyilevä Mies 

Feature/Drama | Finland| 2016 | 92 minutes | Juho Kuosmanen 

 

The black and white feature is based on the true story of the Finnish boxer Olli Mäki and his highly hyped 

1962 championship match against the American featherweight champion Davey Moore. The film follows Olli 

as he unexpectedly falls in love and becomes more committed to pursuing a budding romance than training 

for his greatest fight. The movie will be Finland’s official Oscar Entry, and has just won the International 

Feature Film Competition main prize at the Zurich Film Festival, as well as Un Certain Regard Award at the 

2016 Cannes Film festival. Full of trenchant commentary about the sports industry and, by extension, the 

entertainment industry, the film also wittily depicts a small nation's unease and excitement about its 

“debut” on the world stage. A rueful yet delightfully disarming ode to lost innocence,  The Happiest Day 

in the Life of Olli Mäki is also one of the most indelible romances you will see this year.  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1274464?ref_=tt_ov_dr
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Cappella Romana Performs Rautavaara’s Vigilia (All-Night Vigil) in January 
 

 

Finnish conductor Timo Nuoranne returns to direct Cappella Romana in Einojuhani Rautavaara’s exotic and 

avant-garde All-Night Vigil, featuring legendary Grammy-award winning basso profundo Glenn Miller. 

 

Friday 27 January, 7:30pm St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle 

Saturday 28 January, 8:00pm St. Mary’s Cathedral, Portland 

Sunday 29 January, 3:00pm St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, Portland 

Eero Saarinen: The Architect Who Saw the Future 

The American Masters series on PBS will feature a program about Eero Saarinen on December 27th at 8:00 

PM. Explore the life of Eero Saarinen (1910-1961), whose visionary buildings include National Historic 

Landmarks, such as St. Louis’ iconic Gateway Arch (pictured above) and the General Motors Technical Cen-

ter in Michigan, as well as modernist furniture like the Tulip chair. Travel with his son, director of photog-

raphy Eric Saarinen, as he visits the sites of his father’s work on a cathartic journey, showcasing the archi-

tect’s body of timeless work for the first time. The documentary also features rare archival interviews with 

Saarinen and his second wife Aline Saarinen, The New Y ork Times art critic. 

http://www.cappellaromana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/russian-chant-1.jpg
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Finlandia Foundation National 

Grants and Scholarships 

Finlandia Foundation National awards grants to projects related to Finnish-American and Finnish history, 
heritage, arts and culture characterized, for example, by the following: 
 
 Receives favorable attention and has a high profile and visibility 
 Will be experienced by many people 
 Appeals to all Americans, not just ethnic Finns 
 Involves worthy activity for children and young adults to assure an interest in Finnish and Finnish-

American culture by future generations 
 Can be replicated or become a permanent addition to the cultural life of a community 
 Involves service of volunteers 
 The deadline for grant applications is January 17, 2017. Please see http://finlandiafoundation.org/

programs/grants/ for further information and application form. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Finlandia Foundation National also awards academic scholarships for students enrolled in an accredited col-
lege or university as freshmen or have completed freshman year, and show evidence of continuing to the 
sophomore level or higher prior to receiving the award. Applicants must have maintained a 3.0 GPA.  
The deadline for scholarship applications is February 1, 2017. Please see http://finlandiafoundation.org/
programs/scholarships/ for further information and application form. 

http://finlandiafoundation.org/programs/grants/
http://finlandiafoundation.org/programs/grants/
http://finlandiafoundation.org/programs/scholarships/
http://finlandiafoundation.org/programs/scholarships/


Dear Members, 
 

 Please let us know about your family celebrations. Has there been a birth, 
graduation or wedding that you would like to share? 

 

 Just email the information to: 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
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 Come and connect with over 500 other FEP organizations in 38 countries around the world to discuss and 

find resolutions to common issues important to expatriate Finns. The Finnish Expatriate Parliament is inviting 

its member organizations and those interested in joining as new members to participate in its ninth plenary 

session June 16-17, 2017 at the University of Helsinki.   

 Invitations to the session will be mailed by December 16, 2016 to those organizations that have already 

ratified the FEP rules. They will have until March 16 to register by mailing the registration form included in 

the information package. If your organization has not yet ratified the rules, you are not too late! You can 

download the ratification form from the following link: http://www.usp.fi/tiedosto/

VAHVISTUS_RATIFICERING_RATIFICATION_US.pdf 

 By signing the form and sending it in, organizations are eligible to submit initiatives and send delegates to 

the plenary session. 

 To see the schedule for the FEP Jubilee Session and for other information, go to the FEP website at: 

www.usp.fi.   

 Satu Mikkola at satufep@gmail.com, regional speaker of FEP Region USA and Latin America or her al-

ternate speaker, Marja Snyder at marjanposti@gmail.com, are available to answer any additional questions 

you might have. Do not hesitate to contact us. 

Satu Mikkola, Regional Speaker  

Finnish Expatriate Parliament, Region United States and Latin America 

The 20th Anniversary Session of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament (FEP) 

June 16-17, 2017 in Helsinki 

http://www.usp.fi/tiedosto/VAHVISTUS_RATIFICERING_RATIFICATION_US.pdf
http://www.usp.fi/tiedosto/VAHVISTUS_RATIFICERING_RATIFICATION_US.pdf
http://www.usp.fi
mailto:satufep@gmail.com
mailto:marjanposti@gmail.com
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Gunnar’s Glögg 
Recipe and photo by Gunnar Damstrom, Head Chef, Finnish Lutheran Church 

Glögg is Scandinavia’s spiced wine, traditionally served in the weeks leading  

up to Christmas. To make it non-alcoholic, substitute the wine and vodka with  

one liter of black currant or grape juice. Serve with gingerbread cookies or  

saffron buns—look for these recipes on our Facebook page in December! 

 

You will need: 

1 bottle of Merlot or other red wine with low acidity 

1 cup of vodka 

Five sticks of cinnamon 

20 cloves 

1” piece of fresh ginger (or two tsp of crystalline ginger) 

1 tsp crushed cardamom seeds 

1 tsp of orange peel 

4 tbsp sugar (to taste) 

Raisins 

Blanched and peeled almonds 

 

Crush the cardamom and the cinnamon sticks. Slice the ginger. Put the spices in a glass jar with a lid. Pour the 

vodka over the spices. Let stand overnight at room temperature. 

 

Pour the spiced vodka through a fine sieve. Bring the wine to a boil, pour in the sugar, and let the sugar dis-

solve. Add ½ cup of the spiced vodka to the hot wine. Put some raisins and almonds in mugs or glasses. Pour 

in the glögg and enjoy. Note: this brew sure helps keep the cold at bay. However, do not plan to serve a gour-

met dinner right away. The heavy spices anesthetize the taste buds. Call a cab to take your guests home. 
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 Kid’s Corner 
 

‘Tis the season to spend time with family and loved ones, and especially with children. 

Go out for long walks, see a movie, or enjoy a trip to a museum. And when it’s cold and 

dark outside, you can make cranberry candy. Gunnar Damstrom shares this Christmas 

recipe that was popular when he was a child in Finland. Once your snack is ready, you 

can work on the puzzle below together.  

       Cranberry Candy 
 

 

 

Cranberry candy was very poular at Christmastime when I was a kid. The wild cranberries found in bogs in 

Finland and Sweden are rich in aroma and acidity, and it was a treat to go out picking frozen cranberries. 

 

Buy a bag of frozen cranberries and place it in the freezer. Put four tablespoons of powdered sugar in a suitable 

flat-bottom dish. Shake the dish so that the sugar is spread evenly over the bottom. Now spread a fistful of 

frozen cranberries in the dish and start shaking. The frozen cranberries will cause moisture to condense on 

their surface, and they will immediately be coated with powdered sugar. When the cranberry candy has 

reached your desired thickness, remove it carefully and put it on a plate to dry. Put more powdered sugar and 

cranberries in the dish and repeat until you are out of cranberries. Replace the sugar if it gets too lumpy.  
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30 PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45 PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10 am 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact the FFSC Membership Secretary : membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles? Join Ilmari Ivaska, Visiting 

Lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

Contact Ilmari by email: ilmari@uw.edu. Or, 

join the UW Finnish program’s Facebook 

group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 

 

W 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on  

Facebook! 

Check out FFSC’s Facebook 

page to stay current with Finnish 

events in the Seattle area!  

https://www.facebook.com/

FinlandiaSEA/ 

 

If you have an event you’d like 

listed, please contact:  
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 
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