
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

February-April 2017                            finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                    FFSC Newsletter 

Photo by: Anja Bondarchuk 

Volume XXXXV No II           February—April 2017 

FFSC Newsletter 



February-April 2017                           finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                     FFSC Newsletter  

Note: While we strive for a complete listing of all upcoming events, that is not always possible. These are only events that have been reported to us. 

If not listed here, contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Page 2  

Feb. 11 1:00PM-
5:00PM 

Brew a batch of Finnish sahti. See details on page 8. NHM 

Feb. 12 8:00PM Steve n’ Seagulls, a Finnish country band that performs bluegrass versions of hard rock 
and metal songs, will be in concert in Seattle at the Sunset Tavern. Tickets are $15. 

 

Feb. 22 7:30PM Aleksis Kiven elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), 2002, 104 minutes, S SC 

Feb. 24 2:00PM Aleksis Kiven elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), 2002, 104 minutes, S SC 

Feb. 28 7:00PM Rosa Liksom will be appearing at Elliott Bay Bookstore to promote her novel Compart-
ment No. 6. She will be joined by her translator, Lola Rogers. 

 

March 1 7:00PM Panel discussion on Finnish literature in the U.S. with Rosa Liksom and several American 
translators of Finnish literature at the University of Washington Club. 

 

March 2 7:00PM Rosa Liksom will be at the King County library in Federal Way.  

March 9 6:00PM-
8:00PM 

Member preview of the Nordic Heritage Museum’s exhibit “Marimekko, With Love.” This 
event is also open to all members of the Finnish community, and attendees are encour-
aged to wear their Marimekko designs. See the article on page 9. 

NHM 

March 11 2:00PM Shauna McCabe, curator of “Marimekko, With Love,” will give a lecture about the exhibit. NHM 

March 22 7:30PM Ystäväni Henry (My Friend Henry),  2004, 90 minutes, K-11 (Adults and teens) SC 

March 24 2:00PM Ystäväni Henry (My Friend Henry),  2004, 90 minutes, K-11 (Adults and teens) SC 

March 25 12:00PM-
6:00PM 

Members of the Seattle Storytellers Guild will present a reading of the Kalevala. NHM 

March 26 1:30PM The 41st annual Kalevala Festival will feature singing, dancing, and a lecture by Finlandia 
Foundation National Centenary Lecturer Dr. Börje Vähämäki. 

NHM 

April 4 7:30PM The Finnish metal band Amorphis will be appearing in Seattle at El Corizon. Refer to Local 
Art Notes on page 8 for more details. 

 

April 11 10:00AM-
11:30AM 

In conjunction with the Marimekko exhibit, children can create their own felt poppies in 
the style of the classic Unikko design. This is a drop in program, free with admission. 

 

April 21 7:30PM Kantele maestro Ida Elina will perform at the Swedish Club. More details will be forth-
coming on this and her other concerts noted below. 

SC 

April 22 6:00PM Kantele maestro Ida Elina will perform at the First United Methodist Church in Bellevue.  

April 23 11:00AM Kantele maestro Ida Elina will perform at the Finnish Lutheran Church. FLC 

April 23 4:00PM Mostly Nordic—Finland’s Musical Centennial will feature works by Sibelius, 
Wessman, Rautavaara, Salmenhaara, and others. 

NHM 

April 26  Takaisin pintaan (Diving into the Unknown), 2016, 82 minutes, S (Adults and 
teens) 

 

April 28  Takaisin pintaan (Diving into the Unknown), 2016, 82 minutes, S (Adults and 
teens) 

 

April 30 10:30AM A traditional Vappu picnic will be held at Idylwood Park in Sammamish  

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 

Feb. 4  4:00PM West Sound Films from Finland. Sirpa Brock is arranging to show Finnish films at her 
home in Hansville, WA to celebrate Finland’s centennial. See page 11 for details. 

 

Feb. 4 7:00PM Lordi, the Finnish heavy metal band that won the Eurovision Song Contest in 2006, will be 
in concert in Seattle at Studio Seven. Tickets are $25. 

 

Calendar of Events 
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Cathy Perry 
Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  
Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: 
membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Gunnar Damstrom  
Ilmari Ivaska 
Paula Price   
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail info@finlandiafoundationseattle.com.  
 
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 4 times per year, 
in February, May, August, and November, by 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: 
the 8th day of January, April, July, and October. 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most 
formats and applications are supported. For 
regular mail, please make arrangements with the 
editor. 
 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 

Table of Contents 
 

 

Calendar ............................... 2 

President’s Message .................. 4 

Editor’s Note .......................... 5 

Twelve Classics from Finland……... 5 

Films from Finland ................... 6 

Film on Aleksis Kivi .................. 7 

Local Art Notes ....................... 8 

Marimekko Exhibit ................... 9 

News from FEP ....................... 9 

Rosa Liksom on the Writer’s Duty. 10 

Ida Elina Comes to Seattle......... 11 

UW Student Sam Kesälä ............ 12 

Anna Brinck on Being a Finn ....... 13 

Women to Work Gathers Steam ... 14 

41st Annual Kalevala Festival ..... 15 

Grants and Scholarships ............ 16 

NLFF a Great Success ............... 18 

In Memory: Aino Ottelin ............ 18 

Membership Form ................... 19 



 

 
Please note, the new deadlines for the Newsletter: I 

January 8, April 8, July 8, and October 8 
All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  

and at the discretion of the Editor.  

  

The first month of Finland’s centennial celebrations has passed with several 

events in the Seattle area, including, for example, an afternoon of skating and 

hockey with Suomi Koulu and the focus on Finnish films at the Nordic Lights 

Film Festival. Since it’s just the beginning of the year, many more interesting 

events will be held nearly every month, so be sure to visit the FFSC calendar at 

www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com/finland100 regularly for up-to-date information. You can also follow 

our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/FinlandiaSEA/ and find announcements about current 

events on the Seattlen Suomalaiset Facebook page. 
 

FFSC is starting to place more emphasis on using social media as a communication tool to reach a 

larger audience. Initially we will use Facebook for this purpose, but may later expand to using other tools, 

such as Twitter or Instagram, if those options help us communicate better. In the past, we’ve relied on our 

newsletter and website as well as Pentti Rinne’s email list to publicize our events, but that hasn’t been 

sufficient for quite some time, mostly due to the simple fact that many people are unaware of FFSC and are 

not part of the Rinne email list. By using Facebook as an additional communications channel, we can reach 

many more people, including most of the newcomers to the area who are mostly on Facebook and tend to 

join the Seattlen Suomalaiset Facebook group soon after arriving in the Seattle area. 
 

As part of changes to our communications strategy, the FFSC board has decided to reduce the 

number of printed newsletters to 4 issues this year, with a possible reduction to 3 issues per year later on. 

The primary reason for this is the high cost of producing the newsletter. I’m sure past members of the FFSC 

board recall discussions about keeping newsletter expenses under control at various points in the history of 

FFSC, as it has been the single largest expense on the FFSC budget. The current board weighed different 

options, ranging from ceasing publication altogether to publishing the newsletter in electronic format only to 

publishing a reduced number of print issues. In the end, the board felt that the best way to reach as many 

interested people as possible, while controlling expenses, is to announce event and other time-sensitive 

information through digital media, such as email, our website and social media, while publishing a high-

quality newsletter less frequently. As usual, we welcome feedback on anything FFSC is doing, so don’t 

hesitate to email any comments or questions you have on this issue to info@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is offering grants and scholarships again this year for projects 

related to Finland. The deadline for applications is April 1. Please see the announcement on page 16 in the 

newsletter for details. 
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 

http://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com/finland100
https://www.facebook.com/FinlandiaSEA/
mailto:info@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
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It seems that I run into Finns everywhere I go 

these days, at my local Trader Joe’s, at the 

GoodWill up the street, and even at the thea-

ter. Microsoft has brought and continues to 

bring many Finnish families to our area, and 

they bring with them skills and ideas that are 

energizing the local Finnish community. I’m 

especially pleased to be engaging the help of 

writers, photographers, and communications 

professionals to help with the publication of 

this newsletter, including Riitta-Ilona Koi-

vumäki, Anna Brinck, Anja Bondarchuk, and 

Outi Mäkiniemi. You’ll find their work in 

this issue and issues to come. 

 

Along with celebrating Finland’s centennial 

with all of the events scheduled throughout 

the year, we’d like to honor the Finns and 

friends of Finns among us and will be featur-

ing several in this and upcoming issues. Our 

first article in the series features Anna 

Brinck, who has been here for about seven 

years. She reflects on her time here and what 

the local Finnish community means to her. 

Indeed, we are lucky to have so many ways 

to connect with Finland that are meaningful 

to each of us, whether it is the language, cul-

ture, food, or a combination of all of these 

things.  

 

We also have an article by Sam Kesälä, who 

has Finnish roots and is studying Finnish at 

UW; his article makes clear what a central 

role the Finnish studies program continues to 

play in helping students to develop life-long 

connections to Finland. We hope this news-

letter facilitates the same and always wel-

come your feedback. 

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Twelve Novels to Celebrate  

Finland’s Centennial 

Do you have friends or relatives who are curious about 

Finland? Here is a list of twelve classics, one for each 

month this year, that showcase the talent and brilliance of 

Finland’s authors. We’ll feature genre and children’s fic-

tion in upcoming issues, so stay tuned!   

1. The Summer Book, by Tove Jansson, translated by 

Thomas Teal 

2. The Year of the Hare, by Arto Paasilinna, translated by 

Herbert Lomas 

3. The Egyptian, by Mika Waltari, translated by Naomi 

Walford 

4. White Hunger, by Aki Ollikainen, translated by Emily 

and Fleur Jeremiah 

5. Kalevala, compiled by Elias Lönnrot, various editions 

and translators 

6. When I Forgot, by Elina Hirvonen, translated by 

Douglas Robinson 

7. Purge, by Sofi Oksanen, translated by Lola Rogers 

8. Unknown Soldiers, by Väinö Linna, translated by Liesl 

Yamaguchi 

9. Compartment No. 6, by Rosa Liksom, translated by Lo-

la Rogers 

10. Troll: A Love Story, by Johanna Sinisalo, translated 

 by Herbert Lomas 

11. Tainaron: Mail from Another City, by Leena Krohn 

 (included in: Leena Krohn: The Collected Fiction, 

 translated by various authors) 

12. The Midwife, by Katja Kettu, translated by David 

 Hackston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover and back cover photos courtesy of Anja Bondarchuk.  

Phone: (425) 647-5686; email: anja.kaarinaa@gmail.com 
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January 25/27  Metsän tarina (Tale of a Forest), 2012, 72 minutes, S (All ages) 

Last January, this film series began with a peak into some lovely and lovingly-tended Finnish gardens in 

Eedenistä pohjoiseen (Garden Lovers). This January the view shifts to Finland’s natural beauty in this gor-

geous documentary – a feast for the eyes and for the ears, with an international award for best documentary 

score by Panu Aaltio. 

 

February 22/24  Aleksis Kiven elämä (The Life of Aleksis Kivi), 2001, 101 minutes, ST (Adults and ma-

ture teens) 

Originally scheduled for October of last year, this unusual treatment of the father of the Finnish novel focuses 

on the opposition among the Swedish-speaking elite to the literary pretension of this upstart son of a village 

tailor. The film unfolds almost as a play might have appeared in Kivi’s own time.   

 

March 22/24  Ystäväni Henry (My Friend Henry),  2004, 90 minutes, K-11 (Adults and teens) 

A convincing portrayal of two twelve-year old outsiders who find understanding and friendship in their rela-

tionship.  Elsi, the recent product of a divorce, meets Henry, burdened with duties  well beyond his age,  and 

the two of them  learn to open up and share the secrets that separate them from their cruel peers. 

 

April 26/28  Takaisin pintaan (Diving into the Unknown), 2016, 82 minutes, S (Adults and teens) 

This extraordinary film documents the efforts of members of a Finnish diving team to recover the bodies of 

two of their companions caught in an underground cave in Norway.  While details of their mission are clari-

fied through the use of graphics, the emphasis here is on the responsibility friends have for one another.  

 

May 24/26   Henkesi edestä (Absolution), 2015, 90 minutes, K-12 (Adults and mature teens) 

Questions of personal morality are raised in this story of a priest who engages in deception in order to protect 

his pregnant wife from the consequences of an accident for which she is unknowingly responsible.  Their re-

lationship is tested as the truth seeps out, and the accident victim’s wife becomes consumed with righting the 

wrongs done her.   

 

June 28/30 Tuntematon sotilas (The Unknown Solider), 1955, 169 minutes, K-11 (Adults and mature 

teens) 

Could there be a more fitting recognition of the 100th anniversary of Finnish independence than the showing 

of  this classic film version of Väinö Linna’s beloved novel?   The setting is the Continuation War, which be-

gan 76 years ago this month.  The perspective is that of the ordinary soldier on the front lines.  Note this 

film’s unusual length. 

 

July/August  Contact the Swedish Club for  summer  film programming at www/swedishclubnw.org.  

 

September 27/29  Keisarikunta (Harbor  Brothers), 2004, 94 minutes, K-3 (Adults and teens) 

This good-natured, all-star film depicts the musical scene in Kotka during the 1950’s.  We follow a band in-

fluenced by American jazz, blues and boogie woogie as its members work to overcome their personal prob-

lems and their internal differences in order to make sweet music together. Audience members are in for a mu-

sical treat as well. 
Continues on next page 

Films from Finland 
2017 
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Aleksis Kivi finally makes “Films from Finland” Series 

By Gary London 

There were a number of disappointed fans of Aleksis Kivi when the film based on his life was not available, as 

scheduled, for showing in October of last year’s “Films from Finland” series.  That omission will be rectified 

when the film finally appears February 22 at 7:30PM in the Swedish Club. 

 

 Jari Halonen is said to have spent seven years preparing to make Aleksis Kiven elämä  (The Life of Aleksis 

Kivi), and his dedication in is evident from the fact  that he produced, directed, wrote and even has a  role in 

the film, paradoxically playing Kivi’s most virulent critic.   Halonen’s admiration for his subject is summa-

rized in his own words:  “Aleksis Kivi is the most influential person in the history of Finland, and, therefore, 

every Finn should know about his grand and wild life.”   True or not, there can be no denying the importance 

of Kivi’s contributions to Finnish literature and identity.  With his Seitsemän veljestä (Seven Brothers), he be-

came the father of the Finnish novel, and this much-loved work is still not only read but has been converted 

into other art forms, including theater and even ballet. 

 

Viewers may be initially perplexed by the unusual stylistic elements of this film, until they realize that what 

Halonen has chosen to do is to make the experience as much like a play from Kivi’s own era as possible.  

Lighting, sets and costumes are all reminiscent of 19th century Finnish theater, but so is the acting.  The film is 

even divided into acts, as though it were on the stage.   This may seem to distance the audience from the sub-

ject, but it also immerses us in the richly-imagined world of its title character, born the son of a country tailor, 

denied the advantages of a full education, and scorned by the Swedish-speaking literary elite for his work.  

And though Kivi comes to a tragic end much before his time, he emerges from this film as a fully-developed 

figure in whose life there was also much joy and humor. 

 

“Films from Finland” is a continuing project of Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter in furtherance of its mis-

sion to foster Finnish art and culture in its service area.           

October 25/27  Laukaus tehtaalla (A Shot in the Factory), 1973, 79 minutes, K-7 (Adults and mature 

teens) 

Erkko Kivikoski won a Best Director Jussi for this slice of Finnish social realism about  factory workers who 

discover their jobs are in jeopardy when there is a change in ownership from an established local family to a 

global corporation.  Done in documentary style, this film, more than four decades old, is sadly relevant today. 

 

November  22/December 1  Isänmaallinen mies (A Patriotic Man), 2013, 92 minutes, K-12 (Adults and ma-

ture teens) 

An ordinary Finnish citizen becomes valuable to his sports-loving country when it is discovered that his blood 

– super rich in hemoglobin – may be transfused to members of the Finnish National Ski Team. Arto Halonen 

directed  this film as well as a tell-all documentary -- both on the subject of doping in Finland. 

 

December 27/29  Hyvästi A frikka (Leaving Afr ica), 2015, 85 minutes, K-7 (Adults and teens) 

In this heartfelt documentary by Iiris Härmä, a Finnish aid worker in Uganda and her native friend and cohort 

part after years of joint efforts on behalf of local women’s rights. When their work challenges traditional 

norms about male-female relationships, ugly rumors are directed at them, threatening the progress they have 

made together.    

 

Note:  Films are at 7:30PM on the first date and 2:00PM on the second at the Swedish Club, 1920 Dex-

ter Avenue North, Seattle.                

Continued from previous page 
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The Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series and Smögåsbord began its 22nd season with Icelandic music and a 

meal on January 21. These popular concerts continue through the winter and early spring, with “Finland’s 

Musical Centennial” on April 23 as the last program in the series. Performing music of Sibelius, Wessman, 

Rautavaara, Salmenhaara, and other Finnish composers will be a trio of young, gifted musicians – Sean 

Osborn, clarinet; Eric Han, cello; and Jessica Choe, piano. Sponsored by and held at the Nordic Heritage 

Museum, this series is now headed by Musical Director Laura Loge. For further information about this or 

other concerts in the series, all beginning at 4:00PM at the Nordic Heritage Museum, call 206.789.5707 or 

contact nordicmuseum.org. 

As part of the annual celebration of the Kalevala, there will be a marathon retelling of this iconic Finnish work 

in a six-hour performance at the Nordic Heritage Museum on March 25. Beginning at noon and ending at 6:00 

PM, members of the Seattle Story Tellers Guild and their friends from around the Pacific Northwest and even 

Canada will present what is described as a full, if abbreviated, telling of Finland’s national epic. This is a rare 

and wonderful opportunity for listeners to be immersed in the stories of the Kalevala, whether familiar with 

them or being introduced to them for the first time. For contact information, see the above.   

In conjunction with the emphasis on the Kalevala at the Nordic Heritage Museum in February and March, 

there will be an opportunity to learn the art of making sahti – the home-brewed Finnish beer traditionally 

consumed on celebratory occasions, like country weddings (or, in 2017, the centenary of Finnish 

independence). On February 11, from 1:00 to 5:00PM,  local brew master, Grant P.H. Barber, will guide 

participants in brewing a batch of sahti in the traditional method – a hollowed-out log. The sahti will be 

bottled and fermented until it is available for consumption on March 26 at 1:30PM, just before the annual 

Kalevala Festival at the Museum. Those who would like to be part of this unique brewing opportunity should 

contact Sarah Olivo, Adult Education Coordinator, at 206.789.5707 X37 or saraho@nordicmuseum.org.  

Participants must be 21 years of age, but no experience or materials are necessary.  Cost is $50.00 for Museum 

members and $55.00 for non-members. 

Speaking of the Kalevala, the Finnish metal band, Amorphis, which has frequently used Finland’s national 

poem as inspiration for its music, will be appearing at El Corizon in Seattle on April 4 as part of a near-four-

month tour of the United States. Organized in 1990, Amorphis began as a death metal band, but it has since 

evolved in the direction of heavy, progressive, and even folk metal.  Of its current line-up of musicians, three 

are original band members – Esa Holopainen, Jan Rechberger and Tomi Koivusaari. Amorphis has recorded 

13 albums, including its most recent – the 2015 release, “Under the Red Cloud.” The El Corizon “Swallow the 

Sun” concert is billed as all ages. Tickets from $25.00 to $65.00 are available through elcorizonseattle.com.  

Maria Männistö and her trio performed as part of the annual New Year’s Eve celebration at the Swedish Club. 

This was the third appearance by Maria and her fellow musicians at this venue over the past year or so. Their 

repertoire of popular, jazz and bossa nova standards has proved a real crowd pleaser. Maria brings a genuine 

international flavor to her vocalizing, as she is comfortable singing in Finnish, Swedish, and Portuguese, as 

well as English. Her Swedish Club performance came at the end of a busy December, during which she was a 

soloist in the Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Nutcracker and in numerous concerts. 

mailto:saraho@nordicmuseum.org
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Marimekko Exhibit at Nordic Heritage Museum in March 
By Gary London 

 In one of the final exhibits at the existing location 

before moving to its new location in 2018, the Nordic 

Heritage Museum will mount a tribute to Marimekko 

– one of Finland’s most beloved and enduring  fashion 

and design symbols. This exhibit is a key element in 

the Museum’s celebration of the 100th anniversary of 

Finnish independence. 

 Called “Marimekko, With Love,” the exhibit offi-

cially opens on March 10, but will be preceded by a   

preview for Museum members on March 9. Those at-

tending this preview are invited to wear their Mari-
mekko apparel. 

 This display comes from the Textile Museum of 

Canada, which created the exhibit, curated by Shauna 

McCabe, who will supervise the installation here. Ms. 

McCabe will also introduce the exhibit at the Member 

Preview and give a lecture about it on March 11 at 

2:00PM in the Museum auditorium. 

 The exhibit is a retrospective look at the origins 

of Marimekko and its role in shaping a new approach 

to living through fashion and design. Founded in 1951 

by visionary designer Armi Ratia and her husband 

Viljo, Marimekko sparked an international revolution 

in post-World War II pattern and textile production.  

The company’s output also reflects Ratia’s desire to 

make the power of design part of everyday life – a de-

mocratization of design.  

 Many of the items in the exhibit come from Kare-

lia, a groundbreaking Canadian design studio, which 

played a significant role in introducing Marimekko to 

the world. Karelia’s founder, Janis Kravis, developed 

a close relationship with early Marimekko designers 

and collected objects reflecting their work, primarily 

in the period from the company’s founding into the 

1970s. The exhibit consists of clothing, bolts of fabric, 

fabric samples, photographic and documentary materi-

als, and digitized archival content.  

 It is expected that there will be a number of ac-

companying events at the Museum during the course 

of the exhibit, which ends on June 9. Readers are en-

couraged to consult the website for the Nordic Herit-

age Museum – nordicmuseum.org -- for information 

about activities during the three-month period the ex-

hibit is in Seattle. 

Exciting Expat News from Regional Representative Satu Mikkola 

Ulkosuomalaisparlamentti/ The Finnish Expatriate Parliament (FEP) is a Cooperative 

Forum that promotes the interests of all Finns living abroad. 
 

March 16, 2017 is the deadline for Finnish expatriate communities to send in their registra-

tion forms to participate in the next full session of FEP, to be held in Helsinki on June 16-17, 
2017. Organizations which are members of the FEP have already received a registration and 

information package from FEP/Suomi-Seura with further instructions. If the organization has 
not yet ratified the bylaws of FEP, it is not too late to do so now and to participate in the next 
FEP session.  Information is available on the following website: www.usp.fi, or you can contact 

Satu Mikkola, Regional Speaker of FEP, Region USA and Latin America: satufep@gmail.com. 
 

One more major accomplishment of Ulkosuomalaisparlamentti/ FEP 

In addition to the dual citizenship law, there are other major achievements FEP has been in-
strumental in getting accomplished.  Voting by mail is one of them!  At its April 

2016 framework meeting, the Government of Finland allocated funds to initiate the process of 
voting by mail for Finnish citizens. The procedure will be introduced in the 2019 parliamentary 
elections. Voting by mail will enhance the ability of Finnish citizens living abroad or who are 

temporarily out of the country to cast their votes. 
 

Suomi-Seura/Finland Society, Inc. and FEP have campaigned for 15 years to allow voting by 
mail for Finns abroad. There are 1.6 million expatriate Finns, including second and third gener-
ation Finns. Approximately 300,000 of these are Finnish citizens and about 240,000 of them 

are eligible to vote. The number of Finns voting abroad has remained between 8 and 12 per-
cent, primarily due to long and expensive trips to voting places.   
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Rosa Liksom on the Writer’s Duty 
Trnaslated from the Finnish by Mia Spangenberg 

Books are out, and entertainment is in. But books 

could come into their own again if we writers ap-

proached reality with an open mind, innocently, 

bravely, without fear, and above all, without recourse 

to expediency. If we refused to write frivolous fluff 

and harmless fare and instead focused on tackling the 

meaningful and important things in life. People have 

always been interested in two things: sex and death. 

Entertainment and trashy literature do everything 

they can to make us forget what’s important in life, 

and that every one of us born into this life will also 

die. Death was once an integral part of life, but now 

we do everything we can to forget our mortality. Why 

should we learn how to die? Because if we deny 

death and sweep it under the rug, we deny life as 

well. We lose sight of the purpose of life, and even 

the ability to live. If we want books to exist in the fu-

ture, writers have every reason to return to the basic 

questions in life. Our work should examine questions 

of life and death, the basic feelings common to us all, 

the joys and sorrows of everyday life, our planet, our 

societies, and the painful aspects of human nature. 

Good literature concerns itself with everything that is 

meaningful in life, like feelings, morality, and motives. 

A good book shatters the reader’s piece of mind. 

Even if the language is cool and reserved, it should 

shake up the reader’s emotional landscape, and it 

should force the reader to engage their intellect. At 

the same time, the text should breathe easily and 

freely, and reading the story should offer the reader 

insights, joy, and pleasure. If we writers are able to 

write about real life, without being afraid of naivety 

and idealism, then the future of literature is secure. 

Rosa Liksom is an internationally acclaimed author who 

has won many awards, including the Finlandia Prize in 

2011 for her novel Hytti No. 6 (Compartment No. 6, trans. 

by Lola Rogers). She is considered to be a master of short 

prose. English translations of her short stories include 

Dark Paradise, 2007, trans. by David McDuff (Tyhjän tien 

paratiisit, 1989) and One Night Stands, 1993, trans. by 

Anselm Hollo (Yhden yön pysäkki, 1985). A prolific writer, 

her next novel will be out this fall in Finland. 

Don’t miss Rosa Liksom’s appearances in Seattle! 

Feb. 28 at 7:00PM at Elliott Bay Bookstore 

March 1 at 7:00PM at the UW Club 

March 2 at 7:00PM at the library in Federal Way 
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Finlandia Foundation National SPOTLIGHT PERFORMER Ida Elina  
By Satu Mikkola 

 

 Ida Elina is one of the leading perform-

ers of the kantele, a traditional and beloved 

Finnish instrument dating back a thousand 

years or more.  She chose this instrument as a 

thirteen-year-old student while studying at the 

music conservatory, and went on to graduate 

with a master’s degree from Sibelius Acade-

my. As she struggled to define her own music 

and style, she realized that the traditional kan-

tele repertoire—folk and traditional music—

did not suit her. It was only after listening to 

pop music, and especially to the percussive, 

“slap” style common to the music of pop stars 

such as Michael Jackson and Whitney Hou-

ston, that she discovered how to create pop 

music for the kantele. The kantele is unique to 

Finnish culture, and Ida Elina has reawakened 

interest in this instrument among Finns with her fresh, contemporary style.  

 

 Ida Elina, a kantele artist, singer and songwriter, is one of the most popular performers in Finland today, 

reaching wide audiences and singing a variety of music.  Audiences are attracted to her style of playing the 

kantele and find her music both revitalizing and fresh—and something they haven’t heard before. Her blend of 

pop, jazz, and folk music is earning her appearances around Europe and inspiring younger players. She fits 

perfectly with Finlandia Foundation National’s Finland 100 Music Program’s mission to celebrate the centen-

nial of Finland’s independence and gives us the opportunity to celebrate traditional, immigrant culture infused 

with today’s contemporary life.  

 Ida Elina’s Concert Schedule in Seattle: 

 Fri.  April 21, 7:30PM -  Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave., Seattle, WA   

 Sat. April 22, 6:00PM - First United Methodist Church of Bellevue, 1934 108th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA  

 Sun. April 23, 11:00AM -  Finnish Lutheran Church,  8504 13th Ave., NW, Seattle, WA   

Photo courtesy of Finlandia Foundation National 

*West Sound Films from Finland* 
 

Location: The Brock Residence, Hansville, WA (Subject to change) 

Please contact Sirpa Brock at westsound.finns@gmail.com for information and to RSVP. 

 

Saturday Feb.4th, 4.00PM: Klaus Härö's The Fencer/ Miekkailija (2015, with English subtitles) 

2016 Academy Awards Best Foreign Language Film Official Selection, 2016 Golden Globe Nominee  

 

Tentative:  

Saturday Mar.4th, 4:00PM: Klaus Härö's Mother of Mine/Äideistä parhain (2005, with English subtitles) 

Finland's submission for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film 2006 

https://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com:2096/cpsess7038437895/horde/imp/dynamic.php?page=message&buid=814&mailbox=SU5CT1g&token=jSET1uZICScgbbL-obq6LTH&uniq=1484025084526
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Finnish Program Continues to Have Lasting Impact on Students 

By Sam Kesälä 

 The fact that the University of 
Washington has a Finnish department 
felt like a neat coincidence when I first 
learned of it. I did not expect, however, 
that it would be the most consequential 
coincidence of my college experience. 
My dad grew up in Ylivieska, and my 
parents met there. But before college, 
my Finnish skills did not extend far be-
yond "Moi" and "Mulla on nälkä." I took 
FINN 101 more or less on a whim, and 
then just never stopped taking Finnish 
courses. After two years, I found my-
self in Oulu in a summer language 
course run by CIMO, at the recommen-
dation of my professor, Ilmari Ivaska. 
Before I knew it, I had tucked away the 
English language for later use and was 
relying solely on what I had learned in 
two years.  
 It was a slightly bumpy start, men-
tioning repeatedly that I wanted to talk 
when I meant ride the bus down-
town, saying I wanted the teeth of a 
dog when I meant to brainstorm, and 
ordering what I’m confident was octo-
pus when I wanted spaghetti, but the 
humor consistently outweighed the 
embarrassment, and I was happy to 
keep making mistakes. On day one I 
met my three roommates, three guys 
about my age, one from Poland, one 
from Germany, and one from Russia. 
Describing who lived in our student 
apartment began to sound like the be-
ginning of a sub-par joke. Suddenly I 
was becoming friends with people 
who, without Finnish, I never would 
have met. We began to bond over 
what parts of the Finnish language 
irked us, and our variety of reasons for 
choosing to study such a niche lan-
guage. It was more or less an even 
split between “My family is Finnish” 
and “Why not?” I suppose my reason 
was a bit of both. 
 After everyone had a moment to 
shake off the haze that comes with 
international travel, the language 
course met for its first class. I was in-
stantly aware of how equal everyone 
was in the eyes of the instructors, and 
how the instructors talked so calmly 
and confidently, casually but without a 
sense of slack. Everybody was there to 
learn and speak Finnish, and the 

teachers seemed as enthused as 
those there to learn. Over the course 
of three weeks we studied vocabulary, 
grammar, culture, humor, and rhetoric. 
However, the course was structured to 
offer learning beyond the classroom, 
and instead of just reading about Fin-
land, we dove in. Assignments covered 

interviewing strangers and giving per-
formances. Guest speakers came to 
talk about poetry, movies, books, dia-
lects, and to tell us jokes. Tutors led 
trips to beaches and lakes, museums, 
and saunas. Instead of reading about 
the role reindeer play in communities 
in northern rural Finland, we took a bus 
there, and in as direct a way as physi-
cally possible, both befriended and ate 
reindeer. I swam in so many lakes and 
made conversation with so many 
strangers that I lost track of both. It 
was, I believe, due to this hands-on 
intimacy that I was able to gain an edu-
cational experience that felt not like a 
static improvement, but a genuine ad-
dition to my sense of self. 
 While the farewells to all my new 
friends ranged from bittersweet to 
heartbreaking, my time learning in Ou-
lu was only the first part of my summer 
in Finland. My dad is the only one in 
his family to move anywhere outside of 
Finland, and this meant I had a list of 

four cities with relatives in each. I was 
able to see old close friends, my aunt 
and uncle, my cousins, my grandma, 
and many more, and I was able to 
share something completely new with 
each of them: a conversation in Finn-
ish. I will never forget the day I spent 
with my grandma, whom I remember 
from childhood as the nice lady who 
fed me but could never talk to me. She 
who was once a silent source of cook-
ies was now a woman I could discuss 
complicated ideas with. We talked 
about my studies, our hobbies, our 
family, politics, the weather, and how 
out of place the new beachfront apart-
ments look in Kalajoki.  
 Further south in Helsinki, I had a 
similar first time bonding experience 
with her grandchildren, my cousins, 
age two and four. When I woke up the 
first morning on their living room 
couch, the older called me her beloved 
cousin and the younger conscripted 
me to build a tower of blocks with her. 
Speaking Finnish with toddlers was an 
entirely unique experience. They both 
thought I was pranking them when I 
said they have known Finnish longer 
than I and only had interest in knowing 
one word in English: ‘wasp’. While I 
cherished all my time with my family, 
these two experiences struck me as 
outstanding new opportunities for con-
nection and genuine friendship, and I 
believe they exemplify the doors that 
have been opened by my second lan-
guage. 
 I can say with absolute confi-
dence that I will return to Finland, and I 
refuse to stop learning the nuances of 
the language and culture. I want to 
stress my utmost gratitude to all those 
in my life who have encouraged and 
enabled me to learn. 
 It often strikes me as strange to 
imagine that this enormous, intricate 
lifestyle and philosophy that is Finland 
is only turning a century old this year. I 
am not yet sure how I will celebrate 
this momentous anniversary, but I can 
say I will be cherishing the intimacy I 
am lucky to have gained with this 
country and will remind myself with 
certainty, “olen suomalainen”. 
 

Sam Kesälä on his trip to Finland 
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In this series to commemorate Finland’s centennial, we will be featuring some new 

Finns, well-established Finns, and friends of Finland who live here in our area. 

While their reflections on Finland and what it means to be a Finn reflect the diver-

sity of their lived experience, they all are deeply proud of Finland and are thankful 

for our vibrant Finnish community. Anna Brinck, featured here, will on occasion 

be writing articles for upcoming issues of the FFSC newsletter. 

 

Anna Brinck Talks about Being a Finn in Seattle 
By Mia Spangenberg 

Anna Brinck came to Washington from Fin-

land seven years ago in December 2009. Like many 

Finns here, the opportunity came through work. Her 

husband was headhunted by T-Mobile, and the couple 

decided to move here and see how they liked it. They 

obtained their green cards in 2011, and their first child 

Maria was born here the same year. Currently, Anna is 

on maternity leave from Skype at Microsoft after the 

birth of their second child Martin in late 2016. 

Anna says that while she doesn’t feel like an 

American, she feels like she does belong here now. 

She’s developed roots here through new friends, her 

job, and her hobbies. When she first moved here, the 

Finnish community, and especially the Finnish School 

of Seattle and also the Finnish Book Club of Seattle, 

provided valuable support and the community she 

needed to feel at home. In the very beginning, it was 

simply the easiest way to get to know new people. 

Now belonging to the Finnish community is important 

to her as a way to preserve the language, for herself 

and her children, but also because, as she puts it, old 

habits die hard. She wants to be able to join others on 

Vappu and eat Finnish-style donuts while wearing her 

white high school graduation cap. And in this way, 

preserving her Finnishness and her link to Finland 

isn’t just dependent on her relationships with her rela-

tives. She remembers reading one Finnish author’s 

thoughts about living abroad, and how it wasn’t so 

much that they missed rye bread or going to the sauna 

as much as they did having people around them who 

know who Spede Pasanen was and can sing songs 

from Pikku Kakkonen (which provides TV program-

ming for children). Anna couldn’t agree more: 

“Belonging to the Finnish community is important to 

me because I can surround myself with people who 

share the same cultural inheritance.” 

She feels that she preserves her Finnishness 

through the language. She wants to ensure that her 

children can speak Finnish, and she also wants to stay 

up-to-date with her language skills. She also expresses 

her Finnishness through food and little things, like ce-

lebrating Christmas on the 24th instead of the 25th of 

December.  

Anna and her family aim to go to Finland once 

a year. She doesn’t want it to feel foreign to her chil-

dren; she wants it to feel like another home for them. 

That’s why she likes to stay there long enough so it 

doesn’t just feel like a vacation, but allows her chil-

dren to experience daily life, like weighing their own 

fruits and vegetables and bagging their own groceries 

at the grocery store. 

While she feels Finland has changed and that 

she no longer feels quite at home there, she is espe-

cially proud to be a Finn now that she is living abroad. 

As she put it, “I feel proud of the education little Fin-

land was able to offer me. I’m proud that I can tell 

people here that I come from a country that is capable 

of impossible accomplishments, even though the po-

pulation is the same size as that of Washington State. 

For example, the education system, health care, the 

position of mothers, child care, the innovations in 

technology. These are all things that many of my 

friends are frankly envious of, and they wonder what 

Finland must be like to make all of this work.” 

To celebrate the centennial, Anna plans to at-

tend as many of the events here in the Seattle area as 

possible, and especially those that are family-friendly. 

She and her family will also visit Finland again this 

year to introduce the new little Finn in their family to 

the country. When asked what she wishes for Finland 

for the next 100 hundred years, Anna had a ready ans-

wer: “Happiness and success. I wish every Finn has 

security, work, and diverse cultural experiences.” 

Photo by Catalin Ionescu 
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Finnish Women in the Seattle Area Combine Forces in Job Search 
By Riitta-Ilona Koivumäki 

 When Tuulevi Syrjäkari  arrived in the Seattle area 

five years ago, she often found herself sharing similar 

thoughts and experiences with fellow newcomers: 

“Many Finnish women I’ve met over the years moved 

here because of their husband’s job, leaving behind 

their own, often successful, careers in Finland. In this 

new life situation, they often felt a little lost: working 

life appears different in the U.S than it does in Fin-

land, and the role of women in American society isn’t 

the same either. Some also faced a language barrier.” 

 These encounters and shared experiences gave 

Syrjäkari an idea: why not bring women together and 

let them help each other in the transition from the 

Finnish workforce to the American one? Together 

with her friend Kristiina Hiukka, a leadership consult-

ant, she started to plan an event that would allow Finn-

ish women to network and learn more about the U.S. 

job market. In September 2016, the idea culminated in 

a full-day workshop “Women to Work” (“Naiset 

töihin”) with 35 participants. The Kirkland Woman’s 

Club hosted the event, thanks to financial support 

from the Finnish Chamber of Commerce. 

 The workshop’s participants consisted of two dif-

ferent groups: a few had successfully transitioned 

from the Finnish workforce to the American one, 

while the majority was either considering a job search 

or actively seeking employment in the Seattle area. 

Throughout the day, the former group shared their ex-

periences and answered job seekers’ questions, cover-

ing a wide variety of topics, ranging from resume 

writing and phone interviews to the typical commuting 

times and work hours in the U.S. 

 “The backgrounds of the participants were quite 

different,” says Syrjäkari, as the group included pro-

fessionals from the fields of business, media, and edu-

cation, among others. While some had lived in the 

U.S. for over a decade, most had arrived in the past 

few years, or even just a few months ago. 

 Making connections counted as on of the day’s 

highlights for Hanna-Leena Javanainen, an engineer 

with extensive project management experience who 

attended the workshop. After arriving from Finland 

and getting her family settled in the Seattle area about 

half a year earlier, she heard about the event and did 

not think twice about signing up. 

 “I knew I wanted to continue developing profes-

sionally here in the U.S.,” she says. Since the family’s 

move went smoothly, she had already started to apply 

for jobs. For her, the day offered valuable information 

about the process and new energy to keep going.   

 Javanainen attended a smaller follow-up work-

shop on resume writing soon after the main event. To 

get her online presence up-to-date, she asked a fellow 

“Women to Work” participant – who turned out to be 

a professional photographer – to help her with her 

LinkedIn profile picture. With these improvements in 

hand, her job search continues: “I’ve learned a lot 

about marketing myself – that seems more important 

here than in Finland,” Javanainen says. Next, she 

plans to start networking within her own field – some-

thing that she has found challenging so far, as a stay-at

-home mother in a new country. 

 Kristiina Hiukka, the “Women to Work” event’s 

co-organizer, emphasizes the importance of network-

ing in the U.S. In addition to finding people in similar 

life situations who can offer personal support, Hiukka 

stresses the need for a professional network that con-

sists of potential colleagues and mentors. When build-

ing one’s professional connections, networking and 

marketing go hand in hand: “The first step to branding 

yourself is to think about the professional narrative 

that you want people to know and share,” Hiukka 

says. “What are my key skills, what do I want to be 

known for?” Having a clear, strong professional narra-

tive helps people to remember you and connect you 

with people in their own network. To get started, she 

encourages newcomers like Javanainen to seek out 

people in their field, for example by attending 

Photo courtesy of Tuulevi Syrjäkari Continues on next page 
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Meetups or professional club events. Moreover, Hiuk-

ka considers churches, schools, and other organiza-

tions great venues for branching out: “The key is to 

not only to attend but to take action as well; seek out 

leadership positions and take part in interesting com-

mittees.” For example, when Hiukka herself arrived in 

the Seattle area 23 years ago, she became involved 

with the Finnish School of Seattle, eventually serving 

as the President of the Board for over five years. “By 

getting involved you can start developing friendships 

and professional connections, and become visible.” 

Tuulevi Syrjäkari hopes that the personal connections 

and networks that the participants of the “Women to 

Work” event started to build during the workshop con-

tinue to flourish. She is happy that the event’s Face-

book group (“Naiset töihin”) has grown since last fall; 

today, the virtual forum brings together more than 50 

women. The plan is to maintain the Facebook group as 

a resource for advice, new connections, and even tips 

for possible job openings. Syrjäkari also has plans for 

a new workshop in the near future. In the spirit of 

these continuing and upcoming events, Hiukka re-

minds job applicants to look for support if needed: 

“Learning more about yourself and gaining new skills 

is in American DNA. There’s no taboo here in seeking 

help in this process!” 

The 41st Annual Kalevala Festival at the Nordic Heritage Museum on March 26 
By Eva Männistö 

The Kalevala, the national epic of Finland, is a collection of ancient runes and song-poems compiled by Elias 

Lönnrot. Lönnrot wrote down the long passages of folk poetry and published them as Kalevala in 1835, with a 

revised publication in 1840.   

 

The Kalevala Festival in Seattle on March 26, 2017, is built on the tale sequences of Kalevala , with the Finn-

ish Choral Society singing choral compositions by noted composers Sibelius, Merikanto and others, set to lyr-

ics from Kalevala or Kanteletar.   

 

Our featured presenter is Dr. Börje Vähämäki, the Centenary Lec-

turer of the Finlandia Foundation National. He is an official repre-

sentative of their "Lecturer of the Year" program. The Centenary 

Lecturers were established to celebrate Finland's 100th Anniver-

sary. The sponsorship by the Finlandia Foundation National of 

Dr. Vähämäki's transportation to and from Seattle is gratefully 

acknowledged.   

 

Dr. Vähämäki is a past professor of Finnish Studies at the Univ-  

ersity of Minnesota at Minneapolis and of the Finnish Studies  

Program at the University of Toronto. Dr. Vähämäki's speech at  

the 41st Kalevala Festival is titled:  "Kalevala and the World View  

of the Finns." It will be about Finnish Identity, how it has  

been formed by historical events and trends and by Finland’s geographical and political realities. 

 

Other highlights of the festival include folk dancing by local Finnish dance groups and instrumental perfor-

mances by the Kalevala Trio (accordion, clarinet, and cello).   

 

A social hour starting at 1:30 PM kicks off the festival with sahti (a traditional Finnish Brew, made by the Nor-

dic Heritage Museum's brew club) and mini bites, followed by the program.  

Photo courtesy of Finlandia Foundation National 

Continuued from previous page 

 

To find out more and to participate in 

upcoming programs, join the Naiset 

töihin Facebook group 
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 Finlandia Foundation National  

 Seeks Performer of the Year 
 

 

(PASADENA, California – November 10, 2016) – Nominations are being accepted for the next Finlandia 

Foundation National (FFN) Performer of the Year (POY). Applications must be submitted to FFN by Febru-

ary 15, 2017 for the performance year that begins September 1, 2017 and runs through August 31, 2018. 

 

FFN launched the POY program in 1996 to assist undiscovered artists and gain exposure for entertaining pro-

grams related to Finnish and Finnish-American culture. While most of the performers selected have been sing-

ers or instrumentalists, the POY may possess any talent that appeals to a range of ages and is consistent with 

the goals of the FFN. Only individuals will be considered for POY, with the possible exception of an artist 

who requires an accompanist. Ensembles or groups are not eligible. 

 

The organization awards the POY a travel stipend of $7,000, and the POY must meet the minimum require-

ment of at least eight performances at FFN chapter events in the designated 12-month period. The POY must 

reside in the United States. 

 

An artist may not self-nominate. FFN chapters, other Finnish-American organizations, or FFN Trustees are 

eligible to submit nominations. Lists of FFN chapters and trustees, as well as POY guidelines, application 

form, required support materials and more are available at the FFN website, FinlandiaFoundation.org. All 

nomination packages must be postmarked no later than February 15, 2017. 

 

FFSC Announces 2017 Grants & Scholarships 
 

 The successful applicant need not be a registered student, but must have a clear plan for using the award 

money to support a project related to Finland. College undergraduates are especially encouraged to apply. 

Special consideration is given to applicants who reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of 

Washington. To apply for a grant or scholarship, applicants must submit: 

 a description of the project, along with a budget, and evidence or testimony of the project's Finnish/Finnish

-American cultural, educational, or scientific merit. 

 Students applying for a scholarship must also submit a letter of no more than two pages in length that in-

cludes a brief biography and a statement of educational and/or career objectives. This letter should show 

how these objectives bear on Finland. 

 College students should submit an official transcript of all college-level studies. If the applicant is a high 

school student, then transcripts from that level should be submitted. 

 Letter(s) of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant's Finland-related project. 

 The application should include the applicant’s name, mailing address, email address, and phone number. 
  

 Funds will not be available for projects with a start date earlier than April 15, 2017, thus the start date of 

the project, as well as the expected completion date, need to be included along with a budget and marketing 

plan (if applicable). Please note that salaries will not be considered for funding. 

Applications should be submitted in electronic form by email to scholar-

ships@finlandiafoundationseattle.com, although applications may also me sent by regular mail to: Finlandia 

Foundation Seattle Chapter, P.O. Box 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024. It is strongly suggested that appli-

cants use registered mail or a form of mailing that provides a receipt with date of mailing if sending applica-

tions through regular mail. Applications sent by email must be received by April 1, 2017. Applications sent by 

regular mail must be postmarked no later than April 1, 2017. Winners will be notified by April 15, 

2017. 
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 Finnish Film Day at NLFF a Great Success 
By Gary London, with photos by Pirkko Borland 

Aino M. Ottelin, a longtime Seattle resident and 

member of Seattle Lodge #11, passed away on Ja-

nuary 10, 2017 at the age of 80. She was the loving 

wife of the late Tauno Ottelin. She is survived by her 

sister Aune Lahtinen in Finland, cousin Eeva Hoeser 

of Pacheco, CA, nephews Edmund, Michael, Alan 

and Eric Bertschinger in the US and by nephews 

Marcus and Rami Lahtinen in Finland, along with se-

veral grandnephews and grandnieces. She was a 

member of the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

and the United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters 

Seattle Lodge #11. Aino was born in Finland to Os-

kari and Alina Pitkaranta and moved to California in 

the late 1960s. In 1978 she married Tauno and moved to Seattle. She will be remembered 

for her hospitality, warmth, and humor. 

 

A memorial service was held at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle on Sunday, January 

15. She was buried next to her late husband at Sunset Memorial Park in Hoquiam. 

       In Memory of Aino M. Ottelin 

 The eighth annual Nordic Lights Film Festival ended on January 16 with a day of Finnish films in celebra-

tion of the hundredth anniversary of Finnish independence. Near capacity crowds filled the SIFF Center at the 

Seattle Center for Teräsvaari (Iron Grandpa) and Onnenonkija (Gold Digger), with the final film, Hymyilevä 

mies (The Happiest Day in the Life of Olli Mäki) completely sold out. Director Ville Jankeri was on hand to 

introduce and to answer questions about his Onnenonkija. He also circulated among the large crowd at a post-

film reception, which featured delectable Finnish small sandwiches and Karelian pies prepared by a group of 

Eastside women, headed by Tuulevi Syrjäkari. The reception was sponsored jointly by the Finnish Program at 

the University of Washington and Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter; these two organizations also helped 

fund Ville Jankeri’s presence at the Festival. According to Stina Cowan, Public Programs Coordinator at the 

Nordic Heritage Museum and the organizer of the festival, the festival was so successful, she is thinking ahead 

to more films and a larger space next year.  

Featured in photos, from left to right: Tuulevi Syrjäkari and Stina Cowan; Airi Suomalainen, Heli Suokko, and Tuulevi Syrjäkari; 

the delectable appetizers. 
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10AM 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact the FFSC Membership Secretary : membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles? Join Ilmari Ivaska, Visiting 

Lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

Contact Ilmari by email: ilmari@uw.edu. Or, 

join the UW Finnish program’s Facebook 

group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 

 

W 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on  

Facebook! 

Check out FFSC’s Facebook page to 

stay current with Finnish events in 

the Seattle area!  

https://www.facebook.com/

FinlandiaSEA/ 

 

If you have an event you’d like listed, 

please contact:  
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 
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