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May 10 6:30PM The Nordic Heritage Museum is hosting a folk costume show with folk music and dancing,  
food, and a no host bar. Contact Stina Cowan: stinac@nordicmuseum.org or 206-789-
5707, ext. 21 if you have a traditional Finnish costume you’d like to wear. 

NHM 

May 20 9:30AM-
1:30PM 

The Finnish School of Seattle is hosting its annual pesäpallo-baseball game at Perrigo Park 
at 9011 196th Ave NE in Redmond. To register, please email: markeoja@gmail.com. 

 

May 24 7:30PM Henkesi edestä (Absolution), 2015, 90 minutes, K-12 (Adults and mature teens) SC 

May 26 2:00PM Henkesi edestä (Absolution), 2015, 90 minutes, K-12 (Adults and mature teens) SC 

May 29 11:45AM-
1:00PM 

Finland will have a Centennial Celebration Showcase at the 46th annual Northwest Folk-
life Festival at Seattle Center. Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers, Evergreen Kanteles, the Finnish 
Choral Society, and the Maria Männistö Trio will all be performing. Visit 
www.nwfolklife.org for more information. 

 

June 3 11:00AM-
6:00PM 

Come celebrate Finland’s Centennial at the Summer Party at Vasa Park! This is a family-
friendly event with Finnish music, games, and food by Lake Sammamish. See page 17. 

 

June 8-10  Violinist Pekka Kuusisto will again be joining the Seattle Symphony for three nights in 
June. On June 10, there will also be a post-concert performance in the Grand Lobby of 
Benaroya Hall. See page 8 for more information. 

 

June 21 7:00PM Armi Alive! Is a 2015 Finnish drama film directed by Jörn Donner and is based on the life 
of the Finnish entrepreneur Armi Ratia through the years 1949-1968 when she founded 
Marimekko. $5 suggested donation. 

NHM 

June 28 7:30PM Tuntematon sotilas (The Unknown Solider), 1955, 169 minutes, K-11 (Adults and mature 
teens) 

SC 

June 30 2:00PM Tuntematon sotilas (The Unknown Solider), 1955, 169 minutes, K-11 (Adults and mature 
teens) 

SC 

July 4  A Finnish float will take part in the annual Independence Day Parade in Kirkland. Contact 
Anne Joutsenvirta: anne.joutsenvirta@gmail.com for more details. 

 

August 3 10:00AM This month’s featured book in the Nordic Stories series for children is Brave Charlotte and 
the Wolves, by Finnish author Anu Stohner. This is a drop-in program. 

NHM 

August 3 1:00PM-
2:30PM 

Celebrate Moomin Mania at the Nordic Heritage Museum, which will include stories, car-
toons to watch, and crafts. This is a drop-in program. 

NHM 

August 27 3:00PM The Finnish choir Viipurin Lauluveikot will be in Seattle at the University Unitarian Church. 
For more information, turn to page 16. 

 

FLC= Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle  

NHM= Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  

SC= Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle 

May 5-7  The second annual Nordic Culinary Conference will bring internationally renowned chefs 
to Seattle to discuss and demonstrate Nordic cuisine. Finnish chef Sasu Laukkonen will 
make his appearance on Saturday, May 6. See nordicmuseum.org for more details. 

NHM 

May 6 4:00PM West Sound Films from Finland. Sirpa Brock is arranging to show Finnish films at her 
home in Hansville, WA to celebrate Finland’s centennial. See page 11 for details. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Are you enjoying all of the Finland100 events this year? Then please consider making a donation to help cover 

the costs of the centennial events. FFSC is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Donations are tax-deductible 

to the extent allowed by law. Donate now! http://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com/finland100-donations/ 
 

Thank you for your support! Your help makes our programs possible. 
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Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
The term for board members runs from  
July 1 to June 30.  
 

 President, Mikko Männistö  
Email: mikkotm@hotmail.com 
 

 Vice President, Cathy Perry 
Email: perry_cathy@hotmail.com  
 

 Treasurer, John Borland  
Email: john.borland@comcast.net  
 

 Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  
Email: kmkuisma@gmail.com  
  

Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  
Email: 
membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com  
 

 Members-at-Large * 
Gunnar Damstrom  
Ilmari Ivaska 
Paula Price   
  

*Note that Members-at-Large serve two-year,       
 staggered terms. 1st year terms begin July 1. 
  
 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  
FFSC, PO Box 5024 
Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 
or e-mail info@finlandiafoundationseattle.com.  
 
  
The FFSC Newsletter is published 4 times per year, 
in February, May, August, and November, by 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: 
the 8th day of January, April, July, and October. 
Preferred method of submission is by e-mail. Most 
formats and applications are supported. For 
regular mail, please make arrangements with the 
editor. 
 
  
Newsletter Editor: Mia Spangenberg 
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 
 
Contributing Editor, Gary London 

Table of Contents 
 

 

Calendar ............................... 2 

President’s Message .................. 4 

Editor’s Note .......................... 5 

Genre Fiction from Finland……..... 5 

Films from Finland ................... 6 

May and June Films from Finland .. 7 

Local Art Notes ....................... 8 

The Travelling Sauna Exhibit ....... 9 

Lola Rogers on Compartment No.6.10 

Ida Elina Wows Audiences .......... 11 

Finnish Mom and Baby Group...... 12 

Featured Finn: Hilkka Toivola ..... 13 

Pirkko Karhunen’s Success Story .. 14 

News from FFSC ..................... 16 

Viipurin Lauluveikot Concert ...... 16 

The Travelling Sauna Continued .. 17 

Finland100 Summer Party .......... 17 

Membership Form ................... 19 



 

 
Please note the new deadlines for the Newsletter:  

January 8, April 8, July 8, and October 8 
All submitted ads and articles will be printed as space permits,  

and at the discretion of the Editor.  

  

With events to celebrate Finland’s centennial in the Seattle area well under way, 

I want to thank everybody who has been involved in planning, organizing, and 

attending the various events that we’ve had so far. I know we’re just a third of 

the way into the year, but a lot of effort has already been put in by many people 

and I think we should be proud of what we’ve done so far. Some examples of 

events earlier this year in Seattle include:  

January: Three Finnish films at the Nordic Lights Film Festival, with Ville Janker i (director  of 

Onnenonkija, one of the movies show at the festival) in attendance and a reception with fabulous karjalan 

piirakka and other baked Finnish goodies.  

February/March: Finlandia Pr ize-winning author Rosa Liksom participated in a panel discussion at the 

University of Washington and held book readings at Elliott Bay Book Company and at the Federal Way 

library.  

March: Kalevala Day Festival with Finnish Choral Society and Dr . Bör je Vähämäki, Finlandia 

Foundation National Centenary Lecturer.  

April: Travelling Sauna reception at the Nordic Her itage Museum. The museum hosted the sauna, so 

a big thank you to them for making it possible to have the sauna stop in Seattle. Several volunteers baked 

pulla and other goodies for the reception.  

April: Kantele player  and singer -songwriter Ida Elina performed in the Seattle area on three days. More 

about her visit later in this newsletter.  

 

This is, of course, not a comprehensive list of all events. For example, Nordic Heritage Museum has invested 

significantly in celebrating Finland’s special milestone, and has an ongoing Marimekko show (through early 

July), a Nordic Culinary conference in early May with Finnish chef Sasu Laukkonen, and other events. Take 

a look at the museum website (http://nordicmuseum.org/) for more information. 

 

Next in our series of Finland 100 events is the Suomi Koulu pesäpallo game on May 20th, performances by 

Finnish groups at Northwest Folklife Festival on May 29th and our summer party at Vasa Park on June 3rd. 

Violinist Pekka Kuusisto is playing with the Seattle Symphony June 8th – 10th, and we are planning a post-

concert event with Pekka Kuusisto on June 10th. More information about the event will be published 

through our website (http://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com/finland100/), Facebook (https://

www.facebook.com/FinlandiaSEA/) and our Finland 100 email newsletter. If you are not yet receiving the 

newsletter, send email to finland100@finlandiafoundationseattle.com and ask to be added to the mailing list.  

 

Wishing you a fantastic summer,  
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President’s Message 

FFSC President 
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The next Finnish Expatriate Parliament (FEP) 

will be held June 16-17. Since I’ll be in Hel-

sinki at the time, I have volunteered to be 

FFSC’s representative. The FEP has success-

fully lobbied the Finnish government to pro-

tect and expand the rights of expatriate Finns. 

My daughter and I are both beneficiaries of 

the dual citizenship law – until the law was 

passed, I couldn’t claim Finnish citizenship, 

even though my mother has retained her 

Finnish citizenship while living in the U.S. 

But now my daughter and I both enjoy this 

right, and soon will be able to vote in elec-

tions more easily when voting by mail is in-

troduced in the 2019 parliamentary elections. 

 

Many immigrants leave their homes and be-

lieve they will be abroad for just a short peri-

od of time. But my mother has been here in 

the U.S. for 43 years now, and others have 

been here even longer – take Hilkka Toivola, 

our featured Finn in this issue, who has been 

here for almost 65 years. So our participation 

in organizations like FEP is very important.  

If you have any topics you would like 

brought up, please email me at: newslet-

ter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 

 

While in Finland, I will also be participating 

in a Finnish-English translation summer 

school sponsored and Funded by the Finnish 

Literature Exchange, or FILI. I’ll be happy to 

share a bit about my experiences in the next 

newsletter. I’m sure I will have plenty more 

books to recommend! In the meantime, we 

have more books at right for you to add to 

your summer reading list. Just in case you 

aren’t busy enough with the Finland100 

events and your own summer plans. 

 

Happy summer!  

FFSC Newsletter Editor 

Twelve Novels to Celebrate  

Finland’s Centennial 

Speculative fiction, dubbed “Finnish Weird” by its undis-

puted queen, Johanna Sinisalo, has come into its own, and 

English language publishers are taking notice. Not to be 

outdone, Finnish crime writers are successfully riding the 

wave of Nordic crime fiction popularity. Here are twelve 

books to whet your appetite for genre fiction from Finland; 

the first 6 represent the fantasy/sci-fi genre, and the other 

6, crime fiction. 

1. The Dedalus Book of Finnish Fantasy, by various authors, 

trans. by David Hackston 

2. It Came from the North: An Anthology of Finnish Specula-

tive Fiction, ed. Desirina Boskovich, trans. by various 

3. The Explorer and Other Stories, by Jyrki Vainonen,  trans. 

by various 

4. The Rabbit Back Literature Society, by Pasi Jääskeläinen, 

trans. by Lola Rogers 

5. The Weaver, by Emmi Itäranta 

6. The Core of the Sun, by Johanna Sinisalo, trans. by Lola 

Rogers 

7. The Anna Fekete Series, by Kati Hiekkapelto, trans. by Da-

vid Hackston 

8. The Black Tongue, by Marko Hautala, trans. by Jenni Salmi 

9. The Maria Kallio Series, by Leena Lehtolainen, trans. by 

Owen Witesman 

10. A Man with a Killer’s Face, by Matti Rönkä, trans. by David 

Hackston 

11. The Girl and the Bomb, by Jari Järvelä, trans. by  Kristian 

 London 

12. As Dark as My Heart, by Antti Tuomainen, trans. by Lola 

 Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover and back cover photos courtesy of Anja Bondarchuk.  

Phone: (425) 647-5686; email: anja.kaarinaa@gmail.com 

mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
mailto:newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com
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May 24/26   Henkesi edestä (Absolution), 2015, 90 minutes, K-12 (Adults and mature teens) 

Questions of personal morality are raised in this story of a priest who engages in deception in order to protect 

his pregnant wife from the consequences of an accident for which she is unknowingly responsible.  Their re-

lationship is tested as the truth seeps out, and the accident victim’s wife becomes consumed with righting the 

wrongs done her.   

 

June 28/30 Tuntematon sotilas (The Unknown Solider), 1955, 169 minutes, K-11 (Adults and mature 

teens) 

Could there be a more fitting recognition of the 100th anniversary of Finnish independence than the showing 

of  this classic film version of Väinö Linna’s beloved novel?   The setting is the Continuation War, which be-

gan 76 years ago this month. The perspective is that of the ordinary soldier on the front lines. 

 

July/August  Contact the Swedish Club for  summer  film programming at www/swedishclubnw.org.  

 

September 27/29  Keisarikunta (Harbor  Brothers), 2004, 94 minutes, K-3 (Adults and teens) 

This good-natured, all-star film depicts the musical scene in Kotka during the 1950’s. We follow a band in-

fluenced by American jazz, blues, and boogie woogie as its members work to overcome their personal prob-

lems and their differences in order to make music together. Audience members are in for a musical treat. 
 

October 25/27  Laukaus tehtaalla (A Shot in the Factory), 1973, 79 minutes, K-7 (Adults and mature 

teens) 

Erkko Kivikoski won a Best Director Jussi for this slice of Finnish social realism about  factory workers who 

discover their jobs are in jeopardy when there is a change in ownership from an established local family to a 

global corporation.  Done in documentary style, this film, more than four decades old, is sadly relevant today. 

 

November  22/December 1 Isänmaallinen mies (A Patr iotic Man), 2013, 92 minutes, K-12 (Adults and 

mature teens) 

An ordinary Finnish citizen becomes valuable to his sports-loving country when it is discovered that his 

blood – super rich in hemoglobin – may be transfused to members of the Finnish National Ski Team. Arto 

Halonen directed  this film as well as a tell-all documentary -- both on the subject of doping in Finland. 

 

December 27/29  Hyvästi A frikka (Leaving Afr ica), 2015, 85 minutes, K-7 (Adults and teens) 

In this heartfelt documentary by Iiris Härmä, a Finnish aid worker in Uganda and her native friend and cohort 

part after years of joint efforts on behalf of local women’s rights. When their work challenges traditional 

norms about male-female relationships, ugly rumors are directed at them, threatening their progress.    

 

Note:  Films are at 7:30PM on the first date and 2:00PM on the second at the Swedish Club, 1920 Dex-

ter Avenue North, Seattle.                

Films from Finland 
2017 
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Absolution Explore tough Moral Questions 

By Gary London 

 To what lengths would you go to spare a loved 

one from a terrible secret? Is it better to live with guilt 

yourself or to share it with others? What are the limits 

of your ability to forgive? Are you ever justified in 

seeking revenge? 

 These are questions that might occur to you as 

you are drawn into an intricately-constructed moral 

universe at the center of Absolution (Henkesi edestä), 

the May “Films from Finland” selection. When re-

leased internationally after debuting at the Warsaw 

Film Festival, Absolution was praised by Stephen Dal-

ton in The Hollywood Reporter as “a superior sus-

pense thriller that is not afraid to tackle difficult ethi-

cal questions.”  

 This 2015 film begins with a highway accident as 

a priest is rushing to get his wife, who is in labor, to a 

hospital in time to give birth to their only child. He 

knows something about the accident that he does not 

tell her, even when she befriends a woman whose own 

life has been set on a devastating course by the acci-

dent. To say more about the plot would be to give 

away too much, but what follows is both inevitable 

and shocking.   

 Director Petri Kotwica had the four main actors 

begin to interact well before the shooting began so that 

they could help flesh out their characters. That is re-

flected in the convincing performances, especially 

those of Laura Birn, as the priest’s wife, and Mari 

Rantasila, who won a Jussi for her work as a woman 

emotionally shredded by her grief. 

 Another Jussi winner was Stephen McKeon for 

Best Music. McKeon has won numerous awards for 

music and original scores in his native Ireland. Anoth-

er musical note of interest: in order to lend credibility 

to her position as a cantor in her husband’s church, 

Laura Birn learned to play the organ. 

Legendary Film Playing in June to Honor Finnish Centenary 

By Gary London 

 “Films from Finland” is pleased to present Tuntematon sotilas (The Unknown Soldier) in June to mark the 

100th anniversary of Finland as a sovereign state.   

 It is no accident that this is the film shown annually on Finnish television to mark Independence Day. 

Why? It has a literary pedigree that few films in Finnish history possess, based as it was on Väinö Linna’s be-

loved novel about ordinary soldiers fighting in the Continuation War, which began 76 years ago this June. Fur-

thermore, it is probably the most successful film in the history of Finnish cinema, having been seen by a large 

portion of the population of Finland since its release in 1955. (A remake some 30 years later invited compari-

son with the original, but has not displaced it in the hearts and minds of critics or the public.) Finally, this is 

quite simply a fine film – winner of seven Jussi Awards when released and high on lists of best Finnish films 

and even best war movies. The portrayals of the individual soldiers and their relationships with one another on 

the front lines are authentic, while the battle sequences are harrowing in their realism.   

 Director Edvin Laine assembled a large and talented cast for his epic film. Of those playing roles as sol-

diers, two – Åke Lindman and Veikko Sinisalo – had the unusual honor of shared Jussi Awards for Best Actor. 

Shot at various locations throughout Finland, the film was the most expensive in Finnish history up to the time, 

though it was shot in black and white in order to hold down the cost. It is the highest grossing film ever in Fin-

land, but it also proved more universal in its appeal, released in some 40 countries. It was not, however, shown 

in Russia until after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

 In addition to the remake in 1985, a new version of Tuntematon sotilas, directed by Aku Louhismies, is 

currently under production in Finland and is scheduled for release in October 2017 to coincide with Finland’s 

centenary. According to advance publicity, this film, together with a four-part television series, will have the 

largest budget ever in Finland. Perhaps a principle is emerging in Finnish cinema that a revisiting of Väinö 

Tanner’s classic should be undertaken every three decades. Still, no matter how many films come from that 

source, the first will always occupy a hallowed place in the lives of those who cherish Finnish independence. 

 Note: this film is unusually long, clocking in at two hours and 49 minutes. 



Page 8  

                   LOCAL ART NOTES        
Contributed by: Gary London 

May-July 2017                              finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                  FFSC Newsletter  

Internationally-celebrated Finnish violinist Pekka Kuusisto makes his second appearance with the Seattle 

Symphony during a series of concerts from June 8 through 10. Kuusisto, who performed the Sibelius Violin 

Concerto with the Symphony during the 2014/2015 Sibelius anniversary season, returns with Principal 

Assistant Conductor Thomas Dausgaard to solo in the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto. Also on the program is 

Symphony No. 3 by Dausgaard’s fellow Dane, Carl Nielsen, and a newly-commissioned piece by Scottish 

composer Helen Grimes. Concerts are a 7:30 p.m. on June 8, noon on June 9 and 8:00 p.m. on June 10. 

Tickets are available at 206.215.4747, SeattleSymphony.org, or the box office at Benaroya Hall. 

A major incentive to attend the June 10 Seattle Symphony concert with Pekka Kuusisto is a post-concert 

performance by the violinist in the Grand Lobby of Benaroya Hall. Those who were fortunate enough to be 

present for a similar event when Kuusisto performed with the Symphony in 2015 will remember the event 

with special fondness. Kuusisto, as before, is likely this time to trade his Giovanni Baptiste Guadagnini violin 

for an electronic fiddle to rip into traditional Finnish folk songs or even more unusual fare. His ability to bring 

an audience along with him is demonstrated in a Proms concert at Royal Albert Hall in 2016, as he had 

bemused and amused Brits joining him in singing “Minun kultani kaunis on” (My Darling is Beautiful). 

Readers are invited to check this out on YouTube.   

Speaking of the Seattle Symphony, major news for lovers of Finnish classical music is the announcement of 

three performances of the seldom-performed Kullervo by Sibelius in concerts in late May and early June of 

2018. Thomas Dausgaard will be at the helm for this full evening symphonic poem inspired by The Kalevala. 

Of particular interest to the local Finnish community is that one of the two soloists will be Maria Männistö. 

She will be joined by baritone Benjamin Appl and the Men of the Seattle Symphony Chorale. Earlier in the 

Symphony season, Sibelius will be front and center with his Symphony No.2 and The Oceanides, conducted 

by Music Director Ludovic Morlot. Information about these concerts and the entire 2017/2018 season is 

available at the sites indicated above.  

If the present is any indication, Maria Männistö will be fully occupied before next year’s appearance with the 

Seattle Symphony. She has sung recently to acclaim in Brussels, Helsinki, and Seattle. She also soloed in 

April in Pacific Northwest Ballet’s “West Side Story Suite” as part of its “Ballet on Broadway” program. 

Maria, with her collaborators, is also still at work on the monodrama Hämärä – selections from which she is to 

perform at the “Finland 100 Around the World Jubilee Concert” in Helsinki on June 15 at the Helsinki Music 

Center.  

 

Seattle’s love affair with Finnish metal bands continues with a scheduled appearance by Apocalyptica on 

September 17 at the Moore Theater. In April, Amorphis made a successful stop locally, while fans of 

Nightwish, which played a year ago, await a return engagement. Apocalyptica, famous for converting the cello 

into a heavy metal instrument, has visited Seattle regularly, much to the pleasure of its many area devotees. As 

for local bands, Swedish Finnish is scheduled to play at Darrell’s on 180th and Aurora on May 17. As of press 

time, information about this band is scarce.  Is this band familiar to any readers? 
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Travelling Sauna Thrills Local Community—Finn and Non-Finn Alike 
By Salla Lamberg 

 A group of excited children are waiting along the street to catch the first climpse of the Travelling Sauna. 

Soon a big, white car towing a cute red sauna building on a trailer approaches, and you can hear the kids 

screaming in Finnish: "Sauna tuleeeee...!" "The sauna is coming...!" 

 It surely was a great pleasure to welcome Risto Sivula, one of the Travelling Sauna drivers and organiz-

ers, to visit our home in Redmond on Sunday evening, after the Travelling Sauna’s stop at the Nordic Heritage 

Museum in Seattle from April 7-9. “There were a lot of local sauna-loving people and Finnish Americans visit-

ing the sauna at the museum,” Risto told us. “All the sauna times were booked, and we heated up the stove for 

hours,” he explained. Now we had the opportunity to continue the sauna party for one more night by offering 

Risto a home-cooked meal and a place to stay overnight. We had over 30 guests who were all excited about 

this opportunity. 

With Love, from Finland 
 So what is a travelling sauna? Saunas don’t usually travel, or do they? Well, this one does. Finland is cel-

ebrating the centennial of its independence this year, and there are many festive events taking place through-

out the United States, including the Travelling Sauna.  

 Risto and his friend Jouko Sipilä are the promoters of the Travelling Sauna project and are in charge of 

the coordination of the sauna route and its stops, scheduled throughout the country. “We started off in Minne-

sota in mid-January and headed to our first official event in Texas in February. The whole journey will be cov-

er 10,000 miles from north to south and west to east, and eventually we’ll arrive in Washington, D.C. in the 

beginning of December for the independence celebrations to be held there,” Risto says. You can see how ex-

cited Risto is about the project. He is passionate about the Travelling Sauna and about spreading the word 

about sauna culture all around the U.S. 

 The sauna was invented in Finland over 2,000 years ago. There are 5.5 million people in Finland and 3 

million saunas. This is a true love-relationship ratio for a hot and steamy room, one you can find nowhere else. 

Saunas can be built with a traditional wood stove, or they can have a modern stove powered by electricity. The 

stove heats up the rocks within, and the key element is to throw water on the rocks. This produces steam and a 

sensation of increased heat and humidity. The Travelling Sauna is a traditional sauna with a wood stove built 

and donated by the Finnish-American company TyHelo.  

The Travelling Sauna arrives at the Lamberg residence. Photos by Salla Lamberg 
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Lola Rogers Discusses Rosa Liksom’s Novel Compartment No. 6  
First Appeared in the Serpent’s Tail newsletter online at:  

https://serpentstail.com/blog/cat/news/post/a-vivid-recollection-of-the-last-days-of-soviet-russia/ 

 I once went to the Soviet Union. I was a wea-

ry young backpacker on my first trip abroad, and 

on the suggestion of a friend I caught a train from 

Helsinki to Leningrad. We crossed the broad no-

man’s land between Finland and Russia and 

stopped just across the border in the formerly 

Finnish city of Vyborg, where we were allowed a 

few minutes to get off the train. Entering the old 

train station, I was met by slush and crystal chan-

deliers, fur hats and babushkas, and the sound of 

the Russian language. I felt an electric thrill that I 

hadn’t in Paris or Copenhagen. I was behind the 

Iron Curtain, frayed though it was in the late 

1980s. I felt as though I were near a source of 

tremendous power, half real, half a product of a 

well-fed Cold War imagination. 

 That indelible moment came back to me 

while translating Rosa Liksom’s Compartment 

No. 6. The main character is a young exchange 

student from Finland who is forced to share her 

train compartment with the Russian Vadim, a 

drunken, tale-telling, self-proclaimed murderer, 

as they cross the crumbling Soviet Union from 

Moscow to Ulan Bator. Vadim is a larger than life 

character, an embodiment of what Russia is or 

could be, both thrilling and terrifying. And the girl, 

like Finland itself, fiercely maintains what self-

possession she can in the face of this Russian 

powerhouse as they negotiate their own personal 

detente. 

 The novel was inspired by a trip the author 

took through Russia as a young woman during 

the last days of the Soviet Union, and it reads like 

a loving, awestricken reminiscence of all the 

strange and wonderful things she experienced 

there. The girl in the book steeps herself in old 

and even ancient Russian writings, hungry for 

knowledge, and the novel tries to put into words 

the sights, sounds, smells and stories she en-

counters inside the tiny compartment and out-

side, in the vast, snow-covered Soviet landscape. 

Translating the book, I fell captive to the rhythm 

of the rails. Its precise sensual details are written 

with an almost musical rhythm, as if the story 

were a song of remembrance for the Soviet Un-

ion - a land noble and terrible and absurd, a 

country to which neither she nor any of us will 

ever return. 

The UW Finnish Program still has cop-

ies of Lola’s translation available for 

$20. Part of the proceeds go to sup-

port the program, so get your copy 

today! You can contact Andy 

Nestingen at: akn@uw.edu to reserve 

your copy. 

  

Dear Members, 
 

 Please let us know about your family celebrations. Has there been 
a birth, graduation, or wedding that you would like to share? 

We’d love to rejoice with you! 

Mia Spangenberg, Kristian London, Lola 

Rogers, Rosa Liksom and Jenni Salmi at 

the translator’s panel, sponsored by the UW 

Finnish Program, on March 1. Photo by 

Andy Nestingen. 
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Finlandia Foundation National SPOTLIGHT PERFORMER Ida Elina  
By Mikko Männistö 

 

 The enormously talented kantele player/singer-

songwriter Ida Elina, who was on tour in the United 

States at the invitation of Finlandia Foundation Nati-

onal, held three performances in the Seattle area Ap-

ril 21-23. In her concerts, Ida Elina played traditional 

Finnish pieces as well as her own compositions and a 

variety of pop music such as Billie Jean by Michael 

Jackson and Skyfall by Adele. Playing pop music on 

the kantele and her jazzy style of performing traditi-

onal pieces is considered groundbreaking, and she 

has been called the world’s first pop kantele player. 

In 2016, her work to popularize and raise awareness 

of the kantele was recognized by the Finnish Kantele 

Association when she was presented with the 

"Vuoden Kantele" award. And at press time, Ida Eli-

na had just won the Finnish Evento Award for Best 

Performer of the Year in her category!  

 All three performances were well attended, and after the Saturday evening concert in Bellevue attendees 

were treated to homemade munkki (Finnish-style doughnuts) and sima, which are traditionally served around 

Vappu (May Day) in Finland. Chef Gunnar Damstrom prepared a wonderful lunch for those who attended the 

performance at the Finnish Lutheran Church on Sunday.  

 Ida Elina’s tour is part of the Finlandia Foundation National Finland 100 Signature Event series, which 

celebrates the centennial of Finland’s declaration of independence. She is making appearances in other cities 

including Portland, Minneapolis, and Washington, D.C. In addition to Finlandia Foundation National, her per-

formances in the Seattle area were sponsored by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter and the Seattle Finnish 

Lutheran Church.  

*West Sound Films from Finland* 
 

Location: The Brock Residence, Hansville, WA (Subject to change) 

Please contact Sirpa Brock at westsound.finns@gmail.com for information and to RSVP. 

 

The next film is scheduled for Saturday May 6 at 4.00PM. The film is TBD.  

 

 

This photo was taken on the movie night held April 1. The 

evening included a potluck dinner, and everyone has been 

enjoying these opportunities to get together. 

 

 
Back row: Sanna Salo, Sanni Wilder, Jim Wilder, Liz Rentola, David 

Rentola, John Brock ja Tony Fyrqvist. Front row: Sirkku Vasama and 

Liisa Jussila. Photo by Sirpa Brock. 

Ida Elina flashes a bright smile after her performance in Bellevue 

Photo bu Mikko Männistö 

https://www.finlandiafoundationseattle.com:2096/cpsess7038437895/horde/imp/dynamic.php?page=message&buid=814&mailbox=SU5CT1g&token=jSET1uZICScgbbL-obq6LTH&uniq=1484025084526
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It may be the first time in Seattle’s history that so 
many Finnish families are moving to the area and 
starting new lives here. Dozens of Finns arrived in 
2016, mainly thanks to Microsoft’s Nokia affairs. But 
moving is not the only way the number of Finns is in-
creasing - new Finnish-American babies are being 
born here at a record pace as well. 
 

Last summer Pauliina Leppänen, a Sammamish resi-
dent for the past two years, heard 
that there are other Finns here ex-
pecting babies at the same time as 
she was, and she thought she’d 
like to organize a mom’s group sim-
ilar to the one she had been a part 
of while expecting her daughter 
back in Espoo. As she explained, 
“a lively discussion group sharing 
everyday life with a baby, with all of 
its ups and downs, was my goal. 
To be awake in the middle of the 
night nursing the baby and knowing 
there are others doing the exact 
same thing around the city. Sharing 
the load.” 
 

Tuulevi Syrjäkari, known in many 
circles in the Seattle Finnish com-
munity, connected Pauliina with a 
few other moms-to-be she knew. 
She also volunteered to visit the 
group and provide some mentoring, 
even though her own children are 
already adults. Syrjäkari is a thera-
pist with experience in working with 
new moms and young children. 
“Moms and babies are a matter of 
the heart for me,” she says. 
“Motherhood is a special state, whether it’s your first 
or however many babies you’ve already had. Usually 
your thoughts and worries are best understood by 
someone in a similar situation. That’s where the 
strength of these kinds of groups comes from. Sup-
port from other moms helps you tackle the tiredness 
and overall chaotic time that always follow a new-
born.” 
 

As it happened, word traveled fast, and soon there 
was a group of 12 recent and soon-to-be Finnish 
moms sharing their experiences, tips, fears, and con-
cerns. The group started meeting with Tuulevi once a 

month in the fall last year. Now that the “first wave” of 
babies have been born, the group meets for a weekly 
breakfast/playdate in each others’ homes. Between 
September and December, the group welcomed 6 
new tiny members - 1 girl and 5 boys. In the coming 
spring, 4 more mini-members are expected. 
 

Having a baby is always a big change for the whole 
family, no matter if the baby is the first or the third. 

There are a lot of things and ques-
tions in the mother’s mind, and 
even more so when she’s having 
the baby in a foreign country 
where they may have just moved. 
A support group like this is exactly 
what you need at that moment - 
people in the same situation as 
you are, some perhaps with a little 
more experience either with babies 
or with living around here. The 
group has shared their experienc-
es on things like hospitals, doctors, 
and procedures, and this may be 
essential information when you 
don’t know anything or anyone in 
your new home own. 
 

In addition to meeting regularly, 
the group has daily discussions on 
their Whatsapp group and on Fa-
cebook. Baby-related articles and 
videos are shared in addition to 
lively chats on topics ranging from 
coyotes to diaper brands. 
 

“So, what are you guys doing in 
that mommy group?”, asked my 
husband once. “Well, the babies 

are getting to know each other (=pulling each other’s 
hair) on the floor while we drink coffee, eat cake, and 
talk about everything from comparing pediatricians to 
sharing dinner recipes. And then there is the poop 
talk. We talk a lot about poop.” Or as Tuulevi put it: 
“They share all jthe oys and sorrows of motherhood. 
And laugh. Laughing is important.” 
 

If you are currently expecting a baby and would like to 
join our group, please contact Pauliina Leppänen on 
Facebook. 
 

Finnish Mom and Baby Group Steadily Gains New Members 
By Anna Brinck 

 

Babies born 2016-2017 

 

Rune, 5 months 

Tyyne, 9 months 

Luka, 5 months 

Martin, 5 months 

Joona, 4 months 

Kira, 16 months 

Ilmari, 1 month 

Tuomas, 3 months 

Oliver, 15 months 

Adem, 6 months 

Dahlia, 2 weeks 
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In honor of Finland’s centennial and the many different stripes of Finns who live 

in our area, we are featuring Hilkka Toivola in this issue. Hilkka hails from Ul-

vila, close to Pori, and left Finland in 1952, almost 65 years ago. She has gained 

a broad perspective on how both Finland and the U.S. have changed over the 

years. She has five children, 11 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren, all of 

whom live in the United States and have preserved ties to their Finnish heritage. 

Hilkka Toivola Still a Finn at Heart 
By Mia Spangenberg 

 When Hilkka left Finland in December of 1952, 

Armi Kuusela had just been crowned the first Miss 

Universe. Hilkka’s husband Toivo had moved to Can-

ada in 1951 and was employed at the Chrysler auto 

plant in Windsor, Ontario. The Toivolas already had 

one child and with the second one on the way, Hilkka 

decided it was time to join her husband. 

 During those first years in Canada, she remem-

bers being struck by several differences between Can-

ada and Finland: Canadians put up their Christmas 

trees in the middle of December, while in Finland it 

was customary to bring in and decorate the tree on 

Christmas Eve. She was also surprised to find out that 

people worked on Good Friday, when it was strictly 

forbidden to do so in Finland.  

 The first years also weren’t so easy for Hilkka 

and her family. Hilkka remembers having an interpret-

er join them for doctor’s appointments, as well as 

sending their first child to school with little knowledge 

of English and limited ability to help him. It is also 

much easier to keep in touch today. When Hilkka first 

arrived in North America, the only reliable way to 

keep in touch with family back home was through let-

ters—telephones were rare in Finland in those days. 

Most families didn’t have one, and if you wanted to 

make or receive a phone call, you had to arrange a 

time with someone who did.  

 Two more children were born to the Toivolas in 

Canada, and in 1960, they moved across the border 

and across the country to Seattle. Toivo worked for 

three years at the City of Seattle and then moved to 

Seattle City Light, where he worked on Boundary 

Dam, on the Pend Oreille River in the far northeastern 

corner of Washington State. The Toivolas had one 

more child in Seattle.  

 Seattle was also home to other Finns in the 1960s, 

and Hilkka says that they sought ways to celebrate 

their Finnish identity by going to dances and midsum-

mer and Christmas parties at Finn Hall in Buckley, 

close to Puyallup. Indeed, many couples had children, 

and Hilkka recalls going on many camping trips to Mt. 

Rainier. The Toivolas also invested a summer cottage, 

which they have to this day and share with the Hei-

nonen and Latvala families. It has a sauna, of course. 

 The Toivolas considered returning to Finland 

from time to time, but for practical and financial rea-

sons, they decided to stay. After spending the first 

eight years at home with the children, Hilkka worked 

at Seattle First Bank for 25 years before retiring. Finns 

were known to be conscientious and reliable workers, 

and Hilkka was no exception. She remembers a time 

when she wanted to take five days off, which she was 

willing to do without pay. Her supervisor replied that 

she could have four days of paid leave—Hilkka just 

had to work on the fifth day because her supervisor 

would be out herself. 

 Hilkka and her children became U.S. citizens in 

1971. In 1972, she was able to make her first trip to 

Finland. She has made many subsequent trips since 

then, and thinks that Finland has changed much more 

in her recent trips than it did between 1952 and her 

first trip in 1972. Hilkka finds that the language in 

particular has changed to such a degree that she is not 

always able to understand the new words being used. 

 As a thirteen-year-old in Finland, Hilkka served 

as a “pikku Lotta,” part of the women’s Lotta Svärd 

Organization that supported Finland’s national de-

fense during the Winter War. She worked at a leather-

making factory where they made things like back-

packs, caps, coats, and gloves for the men on the front. 

When I asked Hilkka what she hopes for Finland’s 

next 100 years, her immediate response was that she 

hopes that Finland preserves its independence. As 

someone who has experienced war in Finland first 

hand, she knows it’s not something to be taken for 

granted. 

Photo by Pirkko Borland 



Page 14  

May-July 2017                              finlandiafoundationseattle.com                                  FFSC Newsletter  

Pirkko Karhunen’s Success Lies in Hard Work, her Commitment to Quality, and  
By Salla Lamberg; photos courtesy of Pirkko Karhunen 

 Kainuu. Puolanka. “When I visit Finland, we drive from the 
airport through the wilderness to visit my childhood home. My 
husband is often surprised when I start to slow down at certain 
points on the way. He lifts his eyebrows to question why I do 
that. “There is a village,” I reply. “I know it is not visible from 
the road, all you can see are the trees and nature, but I know it is 
there. This is my homeland, I know every turn on the way,” Pirk-
ko says. 
 The roots of successful designer Pirkko Karhunen lie in the 
arctic scenery of Finland, the land of Alvar Aalto, Marimekko, 
Aarikka and Iittala. These world-famous Finnish design brands 
are close to Pirkko's heart, and they can be found in her own 
store pirkko. Finland, in downtown Seattle, near historic Pike 
Place Market. It has been a long journey: as a 19-year old girl she 
traveled from Kainuu to the U.S. at the beginning of the 80s, 
eventually becoming Senior Design Director at Lands' End, VP 
of Design & Technical Design at Lilly Pulitzer, and SVP of De-
sign & Technical Design at Eddie Bauer. She has had her own 
Scandinavian design shop for seven years, since 2010.  
 “It is a dream come true,” says Pirkko at the Belle Pastry 
cafe in Bellevue, where we meet to talk about her career and life. 
As an interviewer I am fascinated by her style and presence, the 
way she describes her trajectory from the Art Institute of Chicago 
to the spotlight of the New York design world, and the openness 
of her heart to share the details of her private life. She has worked 
with great artists, actors, and designers in the fashion world, and 
still she feels like a person with her feet on the ground.  
Arts and Crafts Run in the Family 
 “My grandmother Maria is my inspiration for fabric, design, 
and clothing. She grew her own flax, spun and colored the yarn, 
wove the fabric, and designed practical clothes for us. I had one 
outfit for school, and one for home. The lack of variety bothered 
me. I started to use old linen as a fabric, and I designed and sewed 
a better selection of dresses and other outfits for my wardrobe. 
Having so little as a child made me creative and strong-minded to 
reach out for what I wanted. I have worked very hard for my ca-
reer.” 
 Working hard has been the theme throughout Pirkko's life, 
even before she finished her education. She was a waitress during 
her school years, and an assistant costume designer for a theater 
during her years at Parsons School of Design in New York. At 
Parsons she also met her husband Scott, who was studying pho-
tography. Scott was a great help during her busy years, when they 
were raising their children and she was working full-time as a 
designer. Scott was a stay-at-home dad for eighteen years, which 
made it possible for Pirkko to travel all around the world for her 
work.  
Great Design Endures 
 Pirkko stayed in New York for ten years, and then moved 
on to work for Lands' End in Wisconsin. “It was a great time, we 
had so much fun. The owner of Lands' End believed that taking 
care of employees in the best possible way allows them to care for 
customers in the best possible way,” Pirkko explains. “They even 

had a private jet to fly us to factories and meetings within the 
U.S., to make it easy for our design team to follow up on the vi-
sion from the design board to the final product.”  
 Quality was the top priority, and it still is Pirkko's motto 
for good design. According to her, the designed item must be 
durable, practical, and beautiful to live through time. This is why 
the Aalto Vase is still so popular—“and it was designed 1936,” 
says Pirkko. She thinks good design is also for everyday use, not 
just for Sundays. Another motto in her life is the old saying that 
“the customer is always right.”  
Scandinavian Mindset 
 Customer relationships are important to Pirkko. Her down-
town Seattle shop is at street level, and she can hear her customers 
approaching the shop. They scream with excitement when they 
realize that they can find Marimekko in the shop. “It is a great 
pleasure to meet so many people from around the world. Cus-
tomers may tell their life stories and share their childhood memo-
ries of an Aalto vase or Unikko dress. Many people keep coming 
back,” Pirkko says. There is a fan base for Scandinavian design. 
After visiting the pirkko. store, customers can also shop online.  
 Pirkko had a pop-up store in the Bellevue mall for five 
months during winter 2016-17, while her store downtown was 
being renovated. Opening a shop on the eastside was an exciting 
experience for her. “You meet so many new people and learn new 

Continues on next page 
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stories. I just wish I could have more time to share these experi-
ences and continue the dialogue with my customers on social me-
dia,” Pirkko sighs. “I am not so good with Facebook, but I love 
the visuality of Instagram. I’ve always had an eye for colors, 
shapes, and pictures, even when I was in school. I remember not 
understanding a word of my brothers' business studies back in 
Finland. Or when I was taking exams, I couldn't remember the 
answers to questions, but I remembered exactly on which page 
and beside which pictures the answer was written in the study 
guide. Words have never been my thing, but visuality and the arts 
have.”  
 Pirkko says she wanted to explore the world and meet new 
people from a young age. “I was always so happy in the spring-
time when the snow finally melted, and I could sneak out in my 
mother's high-heel shoes and step on the asphalt to hear the heels 
make that klip-klop sound. I loved it, it made me feel like I was 
walking in a big city. As I get older, I find myself returning to my 
childhood scenery more and more often,” she says. There are 
some tears in her eyes when she talks about her childhood home 
in Kainuu. Finland has a special place in her heart.  
Tips for Women in Business 
 I feel it’s important to ask how Pirkko would advise women 
who are starting their own business here in the U.S. The answer is 
surprisingly simple. “Women should be passionate about what 
they want and have the courage to reach out for their dreams,” 
Pirkko says. “You can not be too shy about yourself. Build strong 
and healthy self-esteem, while being fair to all colleagues and 
business partners, especially to other women. Women need a sup-
port network that can help them out when in need. Backstabbing 
has no room in business life.”  
 Running your own business is rewarding, and at the same 

time very time-consuming. Pirkko feels privileged to have both a 
career and family. “Women with small children struggle to find 
the time to start a business, and without a support network it is 
very challenging,” she says. “Being a business woman is not a 
10AM to 3PM job, it is a full-time, full-everything way of life.” 
Still, she encourages women to start their own businesses.  
Coming Events 
 Pirkko’s shop in Seattle opened its doors again in mid-April, 
and there are many exciting news Pirkko wants to share about the 
future. pirkko. will be part of the big ticket item auction, orga-
nized by the Nordic Heritage Museum, to raise funds for the new 
museum building. Buying a ticket for pirkko., entitles you to a 
private event for twenty people in the store after business hours. 
The event will include live music, champagne, a personal stylist, 
and special deals for items in the store. Pirkko will give away 
20% of that evening's sales to the museum.  
 On a personal level, Pirkko feels she wants to give back to 
the community. “I am concerned about education in this coun-
try,” she huffs. “How we can improve our school system is the 
question in the near future. Having my daughter working as a 
volunteer in the local primary school brings me a lot of hope, 
though,” she says. “I also want to help children in need as much 
as I have helped young, talented designers during my career. It is 
fantastic to follow their life and success even after a long time has 
passed since we worked together.” She also has a dream to open 
up a new 
store into 
Portland 
someday.  
 

her Strong Connection to her Roots in Kainuu in Northern Finland 

pirkko.  
1407 1st Ave, Seattle, WA 

98101 
206-223-1112 

info@pirkko.com 
www.pirkko.com. 

Open Mondays to Sundays  
10:00-6:00PM These pictures are from Pirkko’s newly renovated store in Pike Place Market. 

http://www.pirkko.com
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News from FFSC 
 

 

FFSC held its annual meeting on April 26, 2017 and is pleased to welcome 

Mark Hillman and Ian Gwin as members-at-large to the board. Secretary 

Karoliina Kuisma and member-at-large Ilmari Ivaski will be ending their terms 

at the end of June. The new visiting lecturer of Finnish at the UW, Hanna-Ilona 

Härmävaara, will also join the board upon her arrival in the fall. The board is 

still looking for a secretary. If you or someone you know might be interested, 

please contact president Mikko Männistö at: mikkotm@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Appearance of the Viipurin 

Lauluveikot Choir in August! 
 

August 27 at 3:00 PM 

 

University Unitarian Church 

 

6556 35th Ave NE 

 

Seattle, WA 98115 

 

 

Suggested donation: 

 

General $25 

 

Seniors/students  $15 

 

Youth $5 

 

 

Concerts sponsored by West Coast Finlandia Foundation 

Chapters. 

The choir at the Johannes Church in Helsinki in Decem-

ber 2016. Photo courtesy of Olli Patosaari. 

 FFSC is pleased to announce its 2017 grant recipient! The Economic Op-

portunity Institute is a local think tank in Seattle that has sponsored several 

events focusing on Finnish public policy and how such humane policies could 

be best adapted to Washington state. EOI plans to invite Anu Partanen, the 

author of “The Nordic Theory of Everything: In Search of a Better Life,” to a 

conference in the next ten months devoted to catalyzing a discussion about 

Finnish and Nordic social policy which could be “Americanized” in our state. 

Please look for more information on this conference in upcoming communica-

tions! 
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 Travelling Sauna Heads East towards Idaho and Montana 
Lamberg, continued from page 9 

Big Decisions 
 Risto moved to the U.S. in 1993, together with his American wife, who is from Minnesota. Minneapolis 

became their home. “I think nature is so beautiful there,” he says. It isn’t too different from nature back home 

in Keuruu, Finland. Risto has worked in both sales and purchasing during his career, and is used to meeting a 

lot of people. He has a natural charm and easily gets along with everyone.  

 Making the decision to become the Travelling Sauna promoter for a whole year was still not an easy one 

to make. Risto quit his job and became a full-time resource for the Travelling Sauna project. “I was not wor-

ried about the travelling, and I knew I would really like the job,” Risto says, “but all the other things like 

healthcare, insurance, and so on made me consider this for a while. When I talked about it with my wife, we 

soon both realized that this is a unique opportunity to promote Finland and Finnish culture to American peo-

ple. I have been very happy with the decision.”  

 Risto is not driving the sauna around the U.S. every day. He takes turns with Jouko so both can have some 

breaks between cities and different events. “It is good to fly back home every now and then, to meet my fami-

ly. Hotels are really not my thing,” Risto says. “If there is a possibility to visit someone’s home while we are 

travelling with the sauna, I prefer that. I have met wonderful people in the past three months, and I am looking 

forward to driving to Idaho, Montana, and other states while heading back to Minnesota, and later on to the 

East coast.  

 I can't thank all of the sponsors enough who have made this journey possible,” he says, “especially Finlan-

dia Foundation and Finnfest.” Risto also seems very enthusiastic about Finnish language programs and tells 

me about the opportunity to learn Finnish at Concordia Language Village, in Minnesota. “I have visited Sal-

olampi a couple of times, and it is the most beautiful place really. We must appreciate places like this,” he 

says. “Please do remember to mention that in the article,” Risto reminds me. Sure I will. More about that: 

http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/youth-languages/finnish-language-village. 

You can also find more information about the Travelling Sauna on their blog at: www.travellingsauna.com. 

 

Mark your calendars for the  

Finland100 Summer Party 
June 3 from 11AM—6PM 

Vasa Park, 3560 W Lake Sammamish Pkwy SE, Bellevue, 

WA 98008 

 

This is a free, family-friendly event open to everyone! So bring all of your friends to celebrate Finland 

and her independence! 

Lots of activities for all, including: 

- Pirjo Polari-Kahn puppet show for children 

- Suomi-koulu will also arrange games and 

other activities for children. 

- Kayaks and paddle boards– to try out for free! 

- Swimming in Lake Sammamish  

(bring your own beach toys and swim gear) 

- Volleyball and other park activities 

- Live music and dancing, including folk dancing,  

jazz, Suomi rock in Finnish and lavatanssit!  

Good food and cold drinks on sale: 

- Hot dogs, hamburgers, snacks, ice cream 

- Beer, wine, and soft drinks 

- Fazer Sininen and Dumle chocolate will also be on 

sale! 

http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/youth-languages/finnish-language-village
file:///C:/Users/v-mispan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/4BZVGVOW/www.travellingsauna.com
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Donations:  For people in need, you can bring items to the FLC Entrance 
Hall. We will deliver them to Ballard Food Bank. Non perishable food.  
THANK YOU!  
 

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward him for what he 
has done.” 
Proverbs  19:17     

 

The United Finnish Kaleva  

Brothers and Sisters Lodge #11  

Seattle, WA  98117 
 

“Veljeys, Sisaruus, Auttavaisuus, Tasa-arvoisuus, Rakkaus” 
“Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Benevolence, Equality, Love” 

 

Membership is open to people of Finnish origin, their families and friends who have a desire to 
unite around preserving Finnish heritage, culture, ideals, and traditions.  
 

The membership meetings begin at 12:30PM with a potluck light lunch at 1:45PM on the second 
Sunday of the month at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13 Avenue NW, Seattle, 98117.   

Contact President Lynn B. Wirta, at LBWirta52@gmail.com  
or  

Secretary Ruth St. Hilaire at kengorshkow@comcast.net  
for further information. 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH ! 

Services every Sunday at 10AM 
Sunday School the third Sunday of each month 
Regarding Church matters, please call:                             
Heikki Männistö  425-603-0517        

Finnish Lutheran Church 
 

8504  13th  Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA  98117 

Telephone:  206 789 0864 
 

finnishlutheranchurch.org 

Please let us know if you’ve had any trouble with your newsletter delivery  
or if your address changes! 

 
The FFSC is charged by the Post Office for all returned mail. 

 
Contact the FFSC Membership Secretary : membership@finlandiafoundationseattle.com 

FFSC, PO Box 5024 

mailto:kengorshkow@comcast.net
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To join or renew electronically, visit www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/e-pay.htm 

JOIN US!  OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
        (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

   THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Single $25/yr Couple/Family $30/yr 

Ind. Senior or Student $20/yr  Senior Couple $25/yr 

Supporting $55 Lifetime $350 

Dues: 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________ 

 

This is a gift from: ____________________________________ 

Please check here if you do not wish to be acknowledged as a 

donor to FFSC.    

Dues Enclosed    $________ 
  

My donation to the  

FFSC Grant &  

Scholarship fund            $ ________ 
  

Newsletter donation:    $ ________ 

  

Total Enclosed **    $ ________ 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT: _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING: _____________________________________________________________ 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER —PO BOX 5024, Bellevue, WA 98009-5024 

 ** Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 corporation. 

 New / Returning Member 

 Renewal—Address Same as Label  
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 

Referred by: _________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Want to practice your Finnish and meet fellow 

Finnophiles? Join Ilmari Ivaska, Visiting 

Lecturer of Finnish, and the students of the 

University of Washington’s Finnish program, at 

their weekly coffee hour.   

 

Contact Ilmari by email: ilmari@uw.edu. Or, 

join the UW Finnish program’s Facebook 

group:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/623981060974262/ 

 

W 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on  

Facebook! 

Check out FFSC’s Facebook page to 

stay current with Finnish events in 

the Seattle area!  

https://www.facebook.com/

FinlandiaSEA/ 

 

If you have an event you’d like listed, 

please contact:  
newsletter@finlandiafoundationseattle.com. 
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