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Aug 3-5  Stemne Folkdance Camp. Info: NoelWannebo@cs.com 

Aug 9-12  Scandinavian Festival, Junction City OR 

Aug 12  Inland NW FF Picnic at Spokane WA. Info: 509-924-1298 

Aug 12  Swedish-Finn Historical Society (SFHS) Potluck Picnic 
  — Lower Woodland Park, information 206-706-0738 

Aug 13 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Aug 17 7:30PM Northwest Pelimannit at the Cedar Valley Grange-Third Friday Dance 

Aug 18 1:00PM SFHS — researching their Swedish-speaking Finnish roots 

Sep 7 1:00PM Kelso Finn Golf Tournament, Shotgun Start 

Sep 10 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Sep 13 6:30PM FFSC Finnish Classes — Fall Session begins 

Sep 22 9AM—2PM Suomi Koulu Yard Sale 

Sep 30  Northern Lights Auktion—Nordic Heritage Museum 

Oct 6-7 10-5PM Scandinavian Days, Puyallup  (253) 845-5446 

Oct  8 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Oct  10-5PM Nordic Cooking Classes  (253) 927-9620  $5/class 
  Scandinavian Cultural Center at Pacific Lutheran University 
  October 17, 23, 27, 30 

Oct 21-28?  Mr. Mäläskä — exact dates to be determined 
   For more information on this group, on the web go to 
   http://amadeus.siba.fi/~asoinine/malaska.htm 

Nov 3  Annual Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum 

Nov 12  7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Nov 22  Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 8  FFSC Independence Day Dinner and Dance, Mountaineers Club 
Dec 25  Christmas Day 

 
 
 
 

To contact FFSC Officers: 
Byron Wicks: President, 425-641-8724 or 425-643-1313 
Gary London: Vice President, 206-632-3357 
Membership Secretary: Pentti Rinne   
Email: pentti@pentti.seanet.com 
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Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 
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The Finnish Language school is one of the 
primary activities of Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter.  The language school has been 
in operation for many years. 

The fall session starts September 13 and lasts 
through December 6, 2001. Classes are held 
every Thursday night from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. (No 
class on Thanksgiving.) The winter session runs 
January 10 through March 28, 2002.  

There is of course a break at 8:00 with coffee, 
tea and refreshments where students get a 
chance to get to know one another.  FFSC 
member Carl Torkko is our very friendly and 
helpful volunteer coordinator. 

If you have any ideas, please share them with 

any FFSC board member. 

Please contact Carl Torkko if you are 
interested, or send a letter to FFSC, PO Box 
75052, Seattle, WA  98125 or email to 
FFSC@finns.org. 

Volunteer Coordinator, Carl Torkko 
206-244-6820 

 

Finnish Classes Resume 
 

Finnish Language Classes 
Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced 

 
Fall Session 2001 

September 13 — December 6, 2001 
 

Winter Session 2002 
January 10 — March 28, 2002 

 
 

Registration at 6:30 PM on September 13 
Finnish Lutheran Church 

8504 13th Avenue NW in Ballard 

Registration 

Name:  Phone:  

Address:  Email:  

    

Check one:   Beginner    Intermediate    Advanced 

Books needed:   Yes    No 
Beginner: From Start to Finnish 
Intermediate: Finnish for Foreigners Vol. 1  
  Finnish for Foreigners Vol. 1, Exercise Book 
Advanced: Finnish for Foreigners Vol. 2 
  Finnish for Foreigners Vol. 2, Exercise Book 

 
Tuition: $80 
Books $35 each 
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The spectacular new Finnish Embassy 
in Berlin has won the $US30,000 Arup World 
Architecture Award as the Best Building in 
the World. Designed by a relatively little 
known architectural practice (Helsinki-
based Viiva Arckkitehtuuri), the 
building is one of five diplomatic 
buildings in Berlin's new Nordic 
Embassy "village". 

The building was selected from 
more than 400 projects completed 
over the last two years. Entries came 
from 51 countries, and included a 
wide range of types and sizes of 
building; from some of the world's 
best-known international architectural 
firms to small one person practices. 

The Award was presented in Hong 
Kong June 22 at a glittering "Oscar" like 
ceremony attended by architects and 
dignitaries from all over the world. Other 
awards were presented for the best 
residential project in the world, the best 
cultural/public building, the best transport/
infrastructure scheme, the best education 
development, the best office/retail 
scheme, the best sports/leisure facility and 
the best "green" building in the world. 

Awards were also given for the best 
buildings in the following Regions - North 
America, Central/South America, Europe, 
Middle East/Africa, Asia, East Asia and 
Australia/Oceania/Pacific Rim. 

The Awards are organized by World 
Architecture magazine and were judged by 
a panel of leading architectural experts, 
drawn from all around the world. 

Nicola Jackson, the editor of World 
Architecture, said the Finnish 
Embassy building was a very worthy 
winner. "With the re-unification in 
Germany there have been many 
new embassy buildings constructed 
in the new capital city. The Finnish 
Embassy stands out for two main 
reasons. Firstly, the master plan 
that was developed for the Nordic 
Embassy village is refreshingly 

effective - encouraging pedestrian 
movement and creating some wonderful 
new open spaces. The design team from 
Viiva Arckkitehtuuri responded brilliantly to 
the overall plan with a wonderfully light, 
almost transparent building; clad in large 
strips, like a giant wall of Venetian blinds. 
The interior is all about light and space; 
shadows and opacity. The overall result is 
simply breathtaking." 

"I'm also delighted that the top prize 
has gone to a little known firm - one of our 
objectives in establishing these awards was 
to trumpet the wealth of up and coming 
architectural talent in the world. I'm sure 
this practice will gain a huge international 
profile as a result of their success," she 

(Continued on page 5) 

Finnish Embassy in Berlin voted the Best New 
Building in the World 

 

Doug Warne and Ron Olsen, who have hosted the Scandinavian Hour radio program for 
over 40 years at various Seattle radio stations, have recently been broadcasting on Sunday 
evenings from 7 to 8 PM on Station KXPA, 1540 on the AM dial. In August, Warne and Olsen 
begin broadcasting also on Saturday mornings, their long traditional time, from 9 to 10 AM 
on Station KNWX, 1150 on the AM dial. 

Scandinavian Hour Extends to Two Radio Stations 
Saturday Mornings and Sunday Evenings 
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said. 

The various awards were sponsored by 
Arup, Permasteelisa, Franklin & Andrews, 
Bovis Lend Lease and Barbour Expert. A full 
list of all the various category and regional 
winners is attached, with relevant contact 
numbers for the architects. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Sunday, August 12, a casual potluck 
picnic is scheduled for Swedish Finns at 
Woodland Park in Seattle, WA. This is a 
great way to meet other "ONE IN A MILLION 
descendents of immigrants from Finland." 
All interested are invited. Picnic Site #7 is 
reserved. Enter the park from the North 
59th and Aurora Avenue North entrance. 
Bring a potluck dish and your table setting. 
Gather around noon. Coffee will be 
provided. Information 206-706-0738 

Saturday, August 18, at 1:00 PM, the 
SFHS genealogists will get together with 
everyone interested in researching their 
Swedish-speaking Finnish roots. The 
computer data base, and microfiche 
collection (Vörå only thus far) will be 
demonstrated. Over 400 family trees are 
on file along with parish history books, 
which can also give clues to tracing 
family lines back in time. No formal 
program is planned. If the discussion is 
productive, we hope that quarterly 
gatherings can be set up. The office is 
located at 5410 17th Avenue NW in 
Ballard. We look forward to seeing you 
there.  

Finnish Embassy in Berlin  
by Jussi Tiainen 

Swedish-Finn Historical Society Summer Events 
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 Many of our readers travel 
frequently to Finland and other parts of 
Scandinavia. I am certain some of you are 
in Finland as I am writing this piece. It 
would be great if we could use the FFSC 
Newsletter for sharing travel ideas.  

 Tell us some of your best travel 
ideas and we will print them in the FFSC 
Newsletter.  Do you know some great 
restaurants in Helsinki, Turku, or 
Tampere?  Have you seen some interesting 
museums in Finland, Norway, or Sweden?  
What is the best airline for getting to 
Scandinavia? And what is the best way to 
get around once you arrive?  Have you 
stayed at any hotel that was very nice, yet 
reasonably priced? Tell us about some of 
the less crowded, yet interesting places to 
visit in Finland.  Have you had any great 
(or horrible) experiences while traveling in 
Scandinavia? We would like to hear your 

ideas.  Those planning trips to the “old 
country” (as my grandparents referred to 
Finland) may benefit from your past travel 
experiences. Of course I include myself as 
a possible beneficiary or your ideas. 

 Write to our Newsletter editor, 
Paula Price, at her address listed on page 
2 of this Newsletter, or to FFSC 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 75052, Seattle WA 
98125. 

Byron Wicks 
President, FFSC 

 

Congratulations 
 

John and Miriam Maki Dooley on their 60th wedding anniversary 

A real leader faces the music, even when he doesn't like the tune. 
 

There is only one pretty child in the world and every mother has it. - Chinese Proverb 
 

Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time,  
because then you don't have a leg to stand on. 

 
It is better to give a rock out of love than a diamond out of duty. 

 

In Memoriam 

Henry Uuno Roine 

Norman Heikkilä 
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Los Angeles, California 

The sun-washed patio of Casa Valenti, an 
elegant Mediterranean style home in the 
historic North Park community of Anaheim, 
was the setting on Sunday, June 3, 2001 of  
“Fiesta – A Farewell to Maria Serenius, Consul 
General of Finland in Los Angeles,” sponsored 
by the Los Angeles Finlandia Foundation. 

The ‘fiesta’ tradition was faithfully observed 
as LAFF organizers presented an event 
centered on merrymaking.  Guests socialized, 
enjoyed an authentic ‘south-of-the-border’ 
buffet, sipped exotic Baja beverages, and 
danced to the pulsating rhythms of 
‘Bayadera,’ a five-member Salsa band with a 

strong local following.  

The official program was, by design, short 
and sweet.   LAFF President Terrisa Jurgens 
Nelson opened with words of welcome, 
thanks, and introduction.  Guest of Honor 
Maria Serenius spoke with fond remembrance 
of her four years in Los Angeles.  She then 
graciously invited her successor, Mr. Erkki 
Huittinen, to take his turn at the microphone 
where he delivered sunny words to build 
fiesta enthusiasm.  Huittinen is a career 
diplomat with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of Finland and most recently served as 
Ambassador of Finland in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia.  He will assume his new position as 
Consul General of Finland in Los Angeles on 
September 1, 2001 shortly after Serenius 
returns to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Finland in Helsinki. 

The eighty fiesta guests had the opportunity 
to meet and to hear warm words from the 
incoming and outgoing Deputy Consuls 
General of Finland in Los Angeles as well --  
Stefan Lindstrom and Nicola Lindertz, 
respectively. Lindertz will soon complete her 
term in Los Angeles and will be posted to 
Japan; Lindstrom will be posted to Los 
Angeles after having served for the past three 
years in India. 

The presentation of ‘gifts of the heart’ to 
Maria Serenius by LAFF President Terrisa 
Jurgens Nelson and by Professor John Grever 
of Loyola Marymount University came just 
before ‘Bayadera’ closed the program, in the 
Latin way, with a beautiful song dedicated to 
Maria Serenius and Nicola Lindertz, namely, 
“Vaya Con Dios.”  “Now the hacienda’s dark, 
the town is sleeping …Vaya con Dios, my 
darlings ….” 

Los Angeles Finlandia Foundation sends 
special thanks to Michael Valenti who made 
his historic home available for the event and 
to Finlandia Cheese who generously 
sponsored the band ‘Bayadera.’ 

For additional information regarding the Los 
Angeles Finlandia Foundation, please contact: 
President Terrisa Jurgens Nelson at 310- 
547-2056 or terrisa_jurgens@hotmail.com 

 

Fiesta - A Farewell to Maria Serenius 

Front row:  Tauno Säili, Hilja Saila, Marilyn Kujala, Maria 
Serenius, Terrisa Jurgens Nelson, Anita Finifrock back row:  Nicola 
Lindertz (hidden), Barbara Tuuri, Else-Mai Taskinen, Elissa Della 
Rocca, Linda Homer, Aura Laento, Leila Appelroth 
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Is Finnish a difficult language? 

So far I have discussed some of the features 
typical of Finnish. There is, of course, much 
more besides. There are many other 
grammatical items to be mastered if you want to 
learn the language properly.  

How easily can a foreigner learn language like 
this? In fact, Finnish is a very logical language, 
as many students who have studied it 
methodologically admit. Finnish often expresses 
ideas very differently from the ways of the more 
commonly studied European languages. In 
other words Finnish is different. But this does 
not make it more difficult than other languages. 
Linguists recognize a phenomenon called 
Sprachbund. This means that in a certain 
geographical area, languages which differ from 
each other typologically share other similarities 
which result from living in a similar environment. 
This kind of phenomenon exists, for example, in 
the Baltic region. Because of the same 
environment, a common history, culture and 
contacts, Scandinavian languages, German and 
Finnish share some features (perhaps mostly in 
vocabulary) which bind them together and 
accordingly make it easier for people who know 
these languages to understand some features of 
Finnish.  

To start with, Finnish is a very demanding 
language, not least for a teacher and an author 
of a Finnish text book. Why? Because Finnish is 
a very synthetic language. Those changes 
(consonant gradation and vowel changes ) I 
described above obviously make the task of 
learning vocabulary more difficult. In addition, 
both nouns and verbs have a large number of 
inflectional types, some of which are more 

frequent than others. Furthermore, as I have 
already mentioned, languages are never static. 
They change, and, therefore, it is often 
impossible to give a strict rule for a particular 
grammatical point. One example of this is the 
change ti > si which started hundreds of years 
ago and is still continuing. Many native speakers 
might hesitate, for example, between the 
imperfect forms kielsi and kielti 'he forbade'.  

For these reasons, the problem facing the 
teacher of Finnish is to decide in which order 
grammar and vocabulary should be taught and 
how thoroughly they should be learnt. The 
answer to this depends on the aim of the 
language course. Is it just to learn a little 
conversational Finnish and to keep the students 
amused for two hours per week? Or is the 
learner going to be a translator or interpreter 
who has to understand all the nuances of the 
language? 

To understand the kind of complexities that 
Finnish presents to the beginner, let us examine 
the Finnish equivalent of the simple English 
sentence: I like you. The English sentence is 
very easy for a foreigner to handle because you 
simply place one word after the other. This 
simple sentence translates into Finnish as Minä 
pidän sinusta. 

Before you can produce this Finnish sentence, 
you have to know the following: 1) how a 
Finnish verb is conjugated (the personal 
endings); 2) pitää is a verb affected by 
consonant gradation; you must know about the t
-d alternation; 3) pitää requires the noun in the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Dear Readers — 
If you have articles, poems, stories, book reviews, movie reviews, family 
histories, recipes — anything you believe would be of interest to our readers 
please contact the Newsletter Editor. See addressing information on page 2. 
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Is Finnish a difficult language? 

elative case; thus you must know about the 
case system and how the pronouns are 
declined. It is quite a lot of grammar to handle 
such a simple sentence. Of course, you can say 
Minä pitää sinä leaving all the words in their 
basic form, and surprisingly the Finns will 
understand you (provided your body language is 
appropriate). But if you are a perfectionist or 
otherwise take your studies seriously, you will 
want to know how a Finn says it. 

However, that is only the start of the problem. 
In reality it is not very likely that a Finn today 
would say: Minä pidän sinusta. If a young 
Finnish man were bold enough to express such 
feelings in words, he would be more likely to say 
something like: Mä tykkään susta. This brings 
us to the reality that every language has a range 
of dialects and registers. Finnish has regional 
dialects and different social variants (jargons, 
slangs). Colloquial Finnish often differs 
markedly from the standard language. For a 
foreigner, however, it is always best to start with 

the standard form of the language. 

This all brings me back to the question: Is 
Finnish a difficult language? As the reader might 
already have guessed, my usual reply to the 
question is: it is not difficult but different. The 
biggest problem is where to start. You want to 
learn but there seems to be no end to what you 
have to remember before you can form even the 
most simple statement. There are so many 
words which all seem to look the same but 
which have different meanings and functions.  

(Continued from page 8) 

(The last in a series.) 

Written for Virtual Finland by Hannele Branch,  
lecturer in Finnish, University of London 

Finnish Community Bazaar 

Held every year on the first Saturday of November at the  
Nordic Heritage Museum 

November 3, 2001 

It’s time to start planning your donations.  
We all look forward to edible goodies as well as wearable booties.  

 
Share your baking and handicraft talents with the rest of the Finnish Community  

while supporting your group. 
 

Help is always needed in booth setup and selling of wares.   
 

Contact your group representative. 
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MUSEUM HOURS:  
The Museum is served by Metro Transit #17 from 
downtown and #44 from the University District, 
transferring to westbound #17 at 24th NW and 
Market Streets.  
 
The Nordic Heritage Museum is located at 3014 NW 
67th Street, just north of the Ballard Locks.  Regular 
Museum hours are 10AM to 4PM, Tuesdays through Saturdays, and Noon to 4PM on Sundays.  
Admission: $4 adults, $3 seniors, $2 students K-12, children under 5 free.  For more 
information, please phone 206-789-5707. 

 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 
Seattle,  WA  98117 

Www.nordicmuseum.com 
(206) 789-5707 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 
JULY and AUGUST  
Every Sunday kesävieraita Suomesta, singers, instrumentalists, Tuomasmessu-pastor Arto 
Antturi from Helsinki visiting and other interesting program. Every Sunday at 11 am.  
 
SEPTEMBER  
We would like to invite You and Your friends to Holden Village Retreat at Lake Chelan for 
Labor Day Weekend. Hiking (we’ve seen bears...), resting with good food (luomuruokaa) 
and interesting lectures and music happenings. Inquire pastor Seppo at  
http://finnish.northwest.net or 206/789/0864.  

The Finnish Lutheran Church is located 
just north of Seattle, Washington at 8504 
13th Avenue NW. There are worship 
services in both Finnish and English. The 
Finnish Language Worship Service is on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. 
The English Language Worship service is 
offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month. Worship Services begins at 
11:00AM on each Sunday. There is Sunday 
School for the younger people to attend 
during the Worship Service. You are 
encouraged to stay and join for coffee 
and refreshments following the Worship 
Service. 
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Nordic Heritage Museum 
Connect with your roots! 

Preserve a rich heritage for your family 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

enjoy these benefits 
• Unlimited free Museum admission  

• 10% Gift Shop Discount  

• Unlimited use of reference library  

• Invitations to previews and receptions  

• Discounts to most Museum-sponsored events  

• Museum newsletter  
 

Use this page to become a member of the Nordic Heritage 
Museum family. Fill in the membership form below and send it to the Museum with your check in the 
appropriate amount and you will immediately begin to receive notices regarding all Museum events 
and invitations to previews and other special events.  
 
With your membership card you will be able to take a 10% discount on all purchases at the Gift Shop 
located on the Museum's second floor. This shop has the largest selection of Scandinavian books in the 
area, an eclectic choice of CDs, and a wide assortment of gifts with that special Scandinavian flair 
and style. 
 
 
Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print the name of each family member, business partner or officer who will receive membership benefits. 
Family membership benefits are applicable only for those living in the same household.  
 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________ 
 
Home Phone  (         )  _______________________   Email ___________________________________ 
 
Ethnic Background   ________________________________      Generation ________________ 
 
Please check one of the following membership categories (benefits described below):  
 
 $20 Student/Senior (62+)   $100 Sustaining  $ 50 Organization, Level 1 

 $35 Senior Couple (62+)   $250 Patron   $100 Organization, Level 2 

 $30 Individual    $400 Business  

 $50 Family     $750 President's Club  

 

$ _______  Membership Payment         Check enclosed   Visa   MasterCard 

$ _______  Additional Contribution   Credit Card# ________________________________ Exp. _______ 

 

$ _______  Total Payment  Signature _________________________________________  

Mail to: 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 
Seattle,  WA  98117 

 
(206) 789-5707 
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The Annual Finn Golf Tournament in Kelso celebrates its 27th 
year.  The event is held the first Friday after Labor Day in 
September.  This year it is Friday September 7th, with a 
shotgun start at 1 PM.  Banquet will be held at the Red Lion 
Inn in Kelso, where there is also a Finn Golf discount for 
rooms. 

The tournament was started by eight Finnish-Americans in 
Portland, Oregon in 1974.  Tournament attendance has 
gradually grown close to 100 entrants.  There are people 
coming to this event from Washington, Oregon, California, 
and as far as Texas, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

This will be the fourth year for the popular shot gun start.  A 
banquet will be held in the evening where prizes will be 
awarded.   

Cost is $55, and includes the golf, banquet, and prizes. 

For more information contact Steve Saari, 
360-817-9225. Also see the web site at  
www.finngolf.com for registration and more information.    

Annual Finn Golf  Tournament  
in Kelso 

A cultural sporting event for Finns and Friends. 
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The following is from the Finn Golf 
web site — 
 
Finns have been described in several 
ways using several adjectives and 
descriptive terms. The descriptions all 
seem to filter down to one word, 
"Sisu". Many definitions for Sisu have 
been attempted.  
Sisu is a unique Finnish concept. It is a 
word that cannot be completely 
translated into any other language. It 
defines the Finnish people and their 
character. One definition is: 

" ... special strength and 
stubborn determination to 
continue and overcome in 
the moment of adversity. It is 
a combination of stamina, 
courage, and obstinacy held 
in reserve for hard times."  

The author Aini Rajanen, in a book 
entitled "Of Finnish Ways" says this 
about sisu: 

"It is not surprising that sisu 
is a word that can't be 
translated. No other 
language has a word which 
quite conveys the meaning, 
possibly because no other 
country has ever had a need 
of this quality. Sisu refers 
not to the courage of 
optimism, but to a concept of 
life that says, I may not win, 
but I will give up my life 
gladly for what I believe. ... 
This feeling has sustained 
the Finns in fighting forty-
two wars with Russia and 
losing every one. It's the 
quality that lets them laugh 
at themselves in the face of 
disaster. It's the hard-jawed 

 

integrity that makes them pay their war debts 
when wealthier nations repudiate their 
obligations. In short, it's the indomitable will 
that sets Finns apart and explains many of the 
incredible things they do. Sisu is the only word 
for the Finns' strongest national 
characteristic."  

Yet, words, regardless of quantity, quality or 
descriptiveness, do not replace what a Finn feels. 
Somewhere deep within an inherited psyche, the Finn 
knows exactly what Sisu is. It is not definable in words, it 
can only be experienced. 

The Finn Golf tournament gives us all a chance to be with 
people that can acknowledge sisu without having to talk 
about it. The tournament is as much a cultural event as it 
is a sporting contest. 

What you can expect at the Finn Golf tournament is 
unexcelled camaraderie in an air of informal friendship. 
You’ll hear English, Finnish and a lot of 
Finnglish. You’ll meet a lot of people that 
can actually pronounce your name in the 
manner in which it was bestowed upon you. 
Many of the participants come sporting 
Finnish garb or souvenirs from events past. 

You’ll sign up for the event at the Finn Golf 
tent located just off the first hole, which is 
directly across from the clubhouse. If you 
want, you can come early and hit a few balls 
on the driving range. Teams are already made 
up for you, or you have made up your own. A 
starting hole has been assigned. You can 
wander off to the hole to be with friends, old 
and new, and say, "Terve". 

After the golf, a banquet is held. A dinner is 
served and " no host" bar is available. There is 
great discussion and debate, again in all three languages, 
on the many dramatic shots that occurred during the day. 
There is a lot of laughter. Awards are handed out, 
appreciation shown to those that organize the event and 
people mingle to renew old acquaintances and make new 
life-long friends. 

Finn Golf is a non-profit event, that profits everyone who 
participates. It’s "Swinging with Sisu", and that requires no 
explanation. 
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UofW Scandinavian Department 
honors New Graduates 

On June 7, 2001, the Scandinavian Department at the 
University of Washington held a reception to honor 
their new graduates.  Included among the recipients 
of the new degrees was Wade Hollingshaus, who 
received his M.A. degree.  His Master’s thesis included 
the translation and direction of Minna Canth’s 
Burglary, Murtovarkaus, that was presented at the  
UofW earlier this Spring.  Wade was also a member of 
the FFSC board during the past year. 

 

Useful Addresses  
 
EMBASSY OF FINLAND 
3301 Massachusetts avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
tel. 202-298-5800 
fax 202-298-6030 
info@finland.org 
 
CONSULATE GENERAL OF FINLAND 
866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 250 
New York, NY 10017 
tel. 212-750-4400 
fax 212-750-4418 
finconny@ix.netcom.com 
 
CONSULATE GENERAL OF FINLAND 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 
1025 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
tel. 310-203-9903 
fax 310-203-9186 
info@finlandla.org 

The Finns are very fond of buying and 
reading newspapers. They rank third in 
the world in terms of newspaper 
circulation relative to population: 456 
newspapers per 1,000 inhabitants. 

And here we thought it was Seattle — 
The Finns are absolutely crazy about good 
coffee. With a consumption of 14 kilograms 
per person annually, they drink more of it 
per capita than any other nation. 

Finn Stats — 

There is a sauna for every household in 
Finland; another world record. Many of 
them are built close to the country's 
400,000 vacation cabins which are usually 
by a lake, a river or the sea. 

Finland's literacy rate is 100 per cent and 
the country holds almost all the world 
records related to public libraries. In 
proportion to its population (c. 5 million), 
it has the highest number of registered 
borrowers, the highest borrowing rate 
(19.7 books or recordings per person per 
year) and one of the highest visiting rates. 
— Again we thought it was Seattle 

From Virtual Finland 

Professor Lotta Gavel-Adams, Wade Hollingshaus, and Helja 
Nurmela at reception in honor of new graduates. 

Check out www.finnsNW.com 
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2001 Itsenäisyysjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

Dinner & Dance 
1917 – 2001 

 
Saturday December 8, 2001 

Mountaineers Club 
 

 

Details in the October / November newsletter 
 

If you would like to be on the Independence Dinner/Dance (IDDD)  
Committee and help with preparations, call  

Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or Gary London at 206-632-3357  
or email FFSC@finns.org 

 

 

 

www.tvltime.co

Whole World  
Within Your 

Reach! 

425-641-9980 / 800-909-

Email TVLTIME@TVLTIME.COM  

 4122 Factoria Blvd SE, #305  Bellevue, WA 98006 

Tanhuajat Folkdancers 
Tanhuajat Perform and Practice 

and Welcome New Dancers 

 Tanhuajat Folkdancers 
represented Finnish folkdancing at 
three festivals in June and July. 
Traveling to Astoria, they 
appeared twice at the 
Scandinavian Midsummer Festival 
on the high school grounds and 
auditorium. Tanhuajat also 
performed at the Heritage Festival 
at Marymoor Park in Redmond, and 
the following morning at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum's Tivoli-
Viking Days. 

Eager to continue learning and 
practicing, the Tanhuajat will be 
meeting on Wednesday evenings at 
the Finnish Lutheran Church, 
where Director Sirkku Vasama 
would be delighted to see some 
added feet and faces to teach. For 
more information, give Sirkku a 
call at 206 440 0944. 
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 In the early 1890s a group of Finnish 
people arrived in south Richmond and 
bought land at the junction of #4 road and 
Finn Road where these two roads meet 
Green Slough (now called Woodwards 
Slough) At that time south Richmond had 
not been cleared, it was still dense forest 
containing the kind of conifers that like to 

get their roots wet. These Finnish men had 
worked as coal miners and loggers to save 
the money needed to buy the land and they 
wanted land that had access to the Fraser 
River so that they could work as fishermen. 
The dykes in Richmond were hand built and 
extended up both sides of Woodward Slough 
and past #4 road. There was no dam at the 
south end of this slough so it was easy for 
the Finns to take their boats up to their 
houses on what was called “Finnland 
Road”. One of these pioneers, Mike 
Jacobson floated two scowhouses up to the 
acreage to house his growing family. All of 
them, the Eldstroms, the Ingstroms, the 
Haasanens, the Manninens, and the 
Robinsons, started clearing the land, 
putting in crops, and building fishing boats 
so that they could harvest a share of the 
incredibly rich salmon runs going up the 
Fraser River. One of the first and most 
important buildings put there on Finnland 
Road was a sauna. As Jack Jacobson said 
for the Finns having a sauna was a kind of 
religion. After a day of fishing you could get 
clean by taking a really hot sauna and if 

you felt tired before then you felt revived 
afterwards. 

 The dykes did not really keep the 
river off the land and often the chickens 
had to find roosts on top of the chicken 
houses to escape the flood tides. The first 
houses the Finns built were on pilings to 
protect them from these high tides. Some 
of the big farmers of the area wanted a 
better dyke system to protect their fields 
and so Thomas Kidd led a move to block off 
both ends of Woodward Slough and use it as 
a drain for south Richmond . Not everyone 
thought this was a good idea, at least one 
farmer, John Donnelly, tried to stop Mr. 
Kidd and had to be compensated for loss of 
a transport route. Most of the Finns would 
not have been able to read the notices in 
the Royal Columbian of these intended 
changes, even Ottawa did not think Mr. 
Kidd had done a proper job of consulting 
the landowners. In 1900 he had a dam built 
at the #5 road end of the slough and a 
floodgate built at what is now the 
pumphouse at the south end of Woodwards 
Slough. 

 As a result the Finns were forced  to 
find another place to moor their boats and 
to set up their bluestone tanks that they 
used to clean their linen nets.  They 
needed net rack floats to dry the nets and 
net sheds to store those nets as well. 
Number 4 road did not go all the way to the 
south dyke in those days, there was only a 
foot trail up to Finnland Road. What roads 
that did exist then were plank roads laid on 
the surface of the bog but #5 road was the 
road that went down to the South Arm and 
the Ladner Ferry.  

 It was a logical choice to start using 
Tiffin Slough (now Finn Slough) as a safe 
harbour. It was as close to their land as 
possible in the circumstances and there was 
enough room to create a real community of 
Finnish fishermen. Word got around and 
cousins, uncles, half brothers, even a 
grandfather came out from Finland to work 
in the new country. This was at the same 
time as the first  Finnish settlers  were 
arriving to set up the community of 
Sointula on Malcolm Island; it was all part 
of a move to get away from the poverty and 
repression of the Russian empire in Finland.  
By 1910 there was a solid group of 

(Continued on page 17) 

Finn Slough, British Columbia 
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fishermen here at Finn Slough mostly 
related by marriage and all Scandinavians of 
one sort or another. These newer people 
had not come with the same savings as the 
original settlers and most land in this area 
was traded in very large parcels so they 
built float houses or if they were bachelors 
they often slept in their netsheds or lived on 
their boats. Finn Slough was a remote place, 
in those days it would take a whole day to 
go one way from Finn Slough to Vancouver. 
Downtown Richmond did not exist and 
Steveston was well known as the fishermans 
version of the wild west.  

 All fishing was done by muscle work 
alone. They had to row their boats out to 
the fishing ground, set their nets, and pull 
them back in by hand. One old Finn talked 
of how long it could take to straighten out 
your fingers after a day of pulling on net 
lines. Even so the harvest was so rich that 
the canneries in Steveston could not always 
keep up with amounts of fish the Fraser 
River fishermen were bringing in and in 
those days Steveston was nothing but 
canneries, dozens of them. 

 By the late teens and early 1920s 
fishermen were adapting gas motors to drive 
their boats and the Easthope and Vivian 
companies were building those motors that 
had a distinctive put-put sound that could 
be heard up and down the river. The 
community on Finnland Road would dress up 
in its best once a week and take several 
boats either to Steveston or to Ladner or 
even to New Westminster to buy the week’s 
supplies and sometimes have a picnic on one 
of the river islands if the weather was good.  
In 1931 a Malcolm Islander, Laurie 
Jarvelainen invented the first powered 
gillnet drum and built it out of yellow cedar. 
Now fishing could be done more quickly and 
this revolutionized the fishing industry on 
the coast.  

 The Huovinen brothers arrived at 
Finn Slough  after having spent time living 
totally broke in the abandoned car dump at 
False Creek. The outside world was going 
through the worst depression ever but here 
they could make do. They bought boats and 
put old Ford engines in them. Kaarlo had 
several engines. He could buy them for two 
dollars a piece and said there was always a 

way to keep them going. 

 However, life as a fisherman was 
never easy. George died at the age of 39, 
John died at age 50, only Kaarlo made it to 
old age. 

 In the 30s Finn Slough became one of 
the strongest locals of the fishermans union, 
the PCFU which later became the UFAWU. 
Sometimes there were over 40 boats moored 
at the slough and this was the beginning of 
the busiest decade for this fishing village. It 
was also home to more  ‘outsiders’ who 
didn’t speak Finn, but who worked alongside 
the 2nd and 3rd generation of the original 
settlers. Some of the young boys would 
learn fishing on their parents’ boats first 
and by 15 would have their own boats and 

be fishing alone. The slough was not so 
isolated anymore though you still could not 
drive a car down the dyke you could park 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 

Finn Slough 
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your old model T at the foot of #4 road. 

 So much has changed since then. 
The 1913 slide in the Fraser canyon was a 
marker for the impact that men were 
having on this eco system. Logging took 
over from fishing as the main industry here 

and in doing so hastened the decline of 
salmon stocks. Organizations like the North 
Fraser Harbour Commission encouraged the 
mill industry in the Fraser River and they 
received a tariff from every log that went 
through their jurisdiction. By the late 40s 
the mills were often going non stop and the 
tugs would be hard pressed to find a place 
to tie up their log booms. 

 Even that industry is on its last legs 
now. What we are left with is a memory of 
how things were and Finn Slough is an 
important three dimensional, living, part of 
that memory. The village developed 
without the organization of property 
boundaries, city ordinances, provincial 
regulations or any governing body. Even so 
it has been an example of how a community 
can be carefully built and self regulated to 
work in harmony with the environment and 
having as little impact on it as possible. The 
village is not only a historical artifact it is 
also an example of a possible way forward 
to find more creative solutions to the 
present destruction of the Fraser basin by 
non-stop urbanization. 

- by David Dorrington 
Finn Slough, BC Canada 

 
Photos by Ulrich Gaede and Graphic by 
David Roberts from Finn Slough web site. 
 
Greetings— 
Can anyone put me in touch with a person 
who knows the community history of the 
Finns in your (Puget Sound) area -- I am 
looking for someone who would have known 

the Finn families from the 1950s 
of the Tacoma area---we are 
looking for someone who might 
have known of Jack Ollie.  
 
Best wishes-- 
David Dorrington 
604 274 0057  
Finn Slough BC Canada 
 
WE CAN BE REACHED AT (604) 
878-FINN 
  
E-MAIL: tidetables@hotmail.com 
9480 Dyke Rd, Richmond, B.C. 
V7A 2L5            
Web: www.angelfire.com/bc/
finnslough/ 
 

Please make sure you spell  'angelfire'  
correctly. 
 
 

(Continued from page 17) 

Finn Slough 
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Finn Slough 

Texicalli Records of Helsinki, Finland 
has released Kip Peltoniemi's first solo CD, 
"Minnesota Tango." 

 The recording was produced by Arto 
Järvelä of JPP fame and it features 17 guest 
musicians from groups such as Värttinä, 
Tallari, Zetaboo, and Aldargaz (Maria 
Kalaniemi's band). All in all, there are 23 
instruments on the album. The bulk of the 
CD was recorded at Sibelius Academy in 
Helsinki, although they also worked in two 
other two studios in Järvenpää and 
Kaustinen. 

Half of the CD's 14 selections are 
songs, mostly of the humorous variety. Also 
recorded were seven instrumentals, four 
originals and three by fiddle great, Otto 
Hotakainen. 

The CD has received good attention so 
far in Finland, garnering two articles in the 

folk magazine, Friiti, and has also traveled 
to Germany and England, where it is to be 
featured on the BBC. Early promo cuts were 
also featured on WETA in Washington, DC. 

The cost is $18, including shipping. (It's 
an import, hence the higher cost, but you 
get a lot of notes for your money.) 

If you are interested, please contact 
Kip Peltoniemi by e-mail at 
peltoniemi@email.com, or call  
651-225-8288, or write Kip Peltoniemi,  
824 Fairmount, Saint Paul, MN 55105 

Minnesota Tango 
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The exhibit entitled Finnish Weddings: Old 
Country and New World Customs opened at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum's Suomi - 
Finland Room on June 16. The show was 
inspired by the Paloniemi trousseau trunk 
which had come to America from the Tornio 
River valley in 1865, and was donated by 
the Husa family descendants to the 
museum. 

Lennie Husa, who is the President of the 
Inland Northwest Finlandia Foundation 
Chapter in Spokane, was present at the 
opening to represent the Paloniemi 
heritage, with his wife Florence, and his 
sister, Mabel Husa Belka.  Bob Larson and 
Ann Larson, the son and daughter of Hazel 
Husa Larson also attended the opening. 

A video on Finnish wedding traditions was 
shown to the interested visitors, thanks to 
the Finnish Studies Program at the 
University of Washington, and its Professor, 
Helja Nurmela. 

The Finnish Weddings exhibit will continue 
through the year at the Suomi - Finland 
Room. Visitors are invited to write 
comments about their most memorable 
wedding. 

Suomi - Finland Room Exhibits Finnish Wedding Customs 

The fall semester will start September 13th 10am for children 0-4 years,  
September 15th 10am for school age children.  

More info available from our website at www.finnsnw.com/suomi_koulu.html. 

Suomi Koulu—Finnish School of Seattle 

 
Seattlen Suomi Koulu ~ Finnish School of Seattle  

 

KIRPPUTORI - YARD SALE  

at the Finnish Lutheran Church  

8504 13th Ave NW Seattle 
Saturday Sept 22nd  

9am - 2pm  

 
Tule tekemään löytöjä ja tukemaan koulumme toimintaa!  

Stop by for great finds and support our school programs!  

For more info, please contact Tarja Lappalainen 425-746 9687 



August 3.-5.8. 
Kymenlaakso Folk Art 
and Folk Music Festival  
4.-11.8. Crusell Week  
4.-11.8. Hamina Tattoo  
7.-12.8. Tampere International Theatre 
Festival 10.-12.8. Kallio-Kuninkala Music 
Festival 10.-12.8. Eteläpohjalaiset Spelit  
10.-19.8. Turku Music Festival  
24.8.-9.9. Helsinki Festival  
September 27.-30.9. Pispala Schottische 
October 1.-15.10. Järvenpää Sibelius 
Festival 21.10.-11.11. Oulainen Music Week  
November 2.-4.11. Tampere Jazz 
Happening 
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$$$ 
Remember to 
give us your 

NEW 
addresses!! 

 
Members who are moving are 
reminded to send us those address 
changes promptly!  
 
FFSC is charged by the US Post 
Office for every incorrect address! 

 

Byron Wicks 
Financial Services 

 
 

Menu of Services 
 

• Income Tax Preparation 

• Tax Reduction Strategies 

• Asset Management 

• Retirement and College Funding 

• Life and Long Term Care Insurance 

• Fixed and Variable Annuities 

• Stock, Bonds, Mutual Funds 

• Roth IRAs, Traditional IRAs 

• Tax-Deferred and tax-free investments 

• Wealth Building Strategies 

 
Serving Seattle and the Eastside 

 

Byron Wicks, CFS 
Financial Advisor 

Phone: (425) 643-1313 
 

Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Securities, Inc. Member SIPC 
Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Services, Inc. 
6333 North State Hwy 161, Suite 400, Irving, TX 75038, (972) 870-6000 

Northwest Nordics Calendar 
Please send any calendar activities to Kris 
Leander at the Leif Erikson Intl Foundation, 
2245 NW 57th, Seattle WA  98107, 
leiferikson@home.com.  This monthly 
calendar covers Nordic activities throughout 
the Puget Sound.  For subscription 
information, write to above address or call 
206-783-8462. They are a non-profit 
organization. 

 

If a cow laughs hard, does milk come 
out its nose? 

When everything's coming your way, 
you're in the wrong lane. 

Economist: One who tells you what to 
do with your money after you've spent 
it. 

In the pinball game of life, his flippers 
were a little further apart than most. 
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Recipes 
Cabbage Rolls Kaali Kääryä 
 
(4—5 servings) 
Please note measurements in liters and temperatures in Centigrade. 
 
1 large white cabbage 
water, 1 tsp salt   
 
Filling: 
400 g of lean minced pork or beef 
1 onion 
1 dl cabbage cooking liquid 
2 dl chopped cabbage 
2 dl boiled rice 
1 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp white pepper 
1 tsp marjoram 
 
 
 
1. Cut the stalk off the cabbage and cook the cabbage in salted water until the leaves 

are soft. You can carefully loosen the outer leaves as they soften. Lift the cooked 
cabbage onto a large plate to drain. Loosen the leaves one by one and chop the small 
inner leaves for the filling. 

2. Finely chop the onion and fry in small amount of oil until translucent but not brown. 
Combine the meat, rice, chopped cabbage and seasonings into a smooth mixture. If 
the mixture is too thick, add some more of the cabbage cooking water. 

3. Flatten the cabbage leaves. Lift a good tablespoonful of filling onto the leaf and roll 
it up tucking the edges round the mixture. 

4. Place the rolls side by side in a baking dish, pour syrup and a little fat over them. 

5. Bake the rolls for 1 hour at 200 °C. Half way turn the rolls over and baste them 
every now and then with the cabbage water. 

6. Strain the pan juices and thicken with flour mixed with water. Add a little cream. 

7. Serve the cabbage rolls with boiled potatoes and lingonberry purée. 

Topping: 
1-2 tblsp syrup 
butter or margarine 
Cabbage cooking water for basting 
 
Gravy: 
3 dl pan juice 
2 tblsp flour 
A little cream 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 

** Dues and donations are not tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC  Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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