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Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 

The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 
206-440-1134 

Aug 3—Sep 28 Pirjo Berg’s exhibit “One Broken Picture”  at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Aug 3—Aug 31 Helmi Juvonen’s exhibit is on view at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Sep 1  Labor Day 

Sep 11  FFSC Finnish Language Classes Fall Session begins. Finnish Lutheran Church 

Sep 28  Northern Lights Auktion for the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Oct 4  Semmarit. Kane Hall at the University of Washington. Pages 19-21 

Oct 18  The Finnish Lutheran Church celebrates 50th anniversary of its building.  
  For information call Pastor Seppo Hartikainen (206) 789-0864 or  
  Norman Westerberg (425) 454-9452 

Oct 25  Dinner—Cruise—Auction. Page 16 

Oct 26  Northwest Pelimannit play at Gig Harbor Nordic Scandinavian Festival  

Nov  1 10—3 Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum. See page 18. 

Nov 8  Mini Film Festival. Page 7 

Dec 6  FFSC Independence Day Celebration 

Be sure to check our web site at www.finnsnw.com  for late breaking events. 

FinnFest 2004 
This is your invitation to participate in the annual FinnFest Festival in Lake Worth, Florida to be 

held next year on February 11 – 15, 2004. 

A festive atmosphere is assured with the sounds of many musicians such as Marika Krook, Maarit 

Vaga, Katri Helena, Mika Pohjola, the Boca Raton String Quartet, Ameriikan Pojat, Amerikan Laulajat 

and many others. The program also includes lectures, stage plays, folk dancers and art exhibitions 

along with a market place with a variety of vendors. We have prepared a menu of participation 

options for you to increase public awareness of your organization as well as to support FinnFest. The 

festival objective is to promote appreciation and understanding of our Finnish heritage. You can also 

find details and forms as well as other Festival updates on our web site at www.finnfest2004.com. For 

further information, call Tel: 561/582 0554 



FFSC Newsletter Page  3 

FFSC Newsletter August/September 2003 

Finnish Language Classes 
Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced Intermediate 

 

Fall Session 2003 
Starts September 11 

 

Winter Session 2004 
Starts January 9 

 
Registration for Fall Session and First Class  

at 6:30 PM on September 11 
at the Finnish Lutheran Church 

8504 13th Avenue NW in Ballard 
 

Classes are held every Thursday night from 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  
(No class on Thanksgiving)  

Class Fees: $65 for Members, $80 for Non-Members 

Textbooks: $35—$40 (depending on the class) 

 

If you are interested or wish more information, please contact  
FFSC President Gary London (206-632-3357) or 

 send a letter to FFSC, PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 or  
email to FFSC@finns.org. 

 

Berg-Juvonen Exhibit at Nordic Heritage Museum  
Pirjo Berg’s exhibit “One Broken Picture” will run from  

August 3rd to September 28th. 
Helmi Juvonen’s exhibit is on view from August 3rd to 31st. 
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Northwest Chamber Orchestra 

Mainstage 
8:00 pm Fridays and 2:30 pm 
Sundays  
September 19 & 21, 2003 
Ralf Gothóni, Conductor/Piano 
Jonathan Biss, Gilmore Young 
Artist  
October 17 & 19, 2003 
Joseph Silverstein, Conductor/
Violin  
November 21 & 23, 2003 
Ralf Gothóni, Conductor 
Neil Mackie, Tenor 
Mark Robbins, French Horn  
Showcase  
Sunday, September 14, 2003 
Seattle Solo Recital Premiere 

Ralf Gothóni, Piano  
Sunday, November 16, 2003 
Mark Gothóni, Violin 
Melvyn Poll, Tenor 
Ralf Gothóni, Piano  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music in the Park  
Schubert in the Park 
November 2, 2003 
Coral Sepulveda, Violin 
Craig Weaver, Cello 
Judith Cohen, piano  

Beethoven in the Park 
December 7, 2003 
Marjorie Kransberg-Talvi, Violin 
Randolph Hokanson, piano  

History  

Founded in 1973 by noted conductor Louis 
Richmond, the Northwest Chamber Orchestra has 
grown impressively over the years in size, stature, 
and artistic excellence. Nurtured by a number of 
great music directors, including Alun Francis 1980-
1985, Heiichiro Ohyama 1986-1990, Sidney Harth 
1990-1993, and Adam Stern 1994-2000, the 
Chamber Orchestra is honored to have Finnish 
conductor, composer, and pianist Ralf Gothóni as 
its current Music Director and Principal Conductor. 
Now in its 31th year, the Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra is recognized as one of the outstanding 

chamber ensembles in the United States and 
Europe. From Bach to Schnittke, Haydn to Glass, 
the Northwest Chamber Orchestra is committed to 
presenting the very best of the classical and 
contemporary chamber repertoire.  

Twenty professional string musicians 
comprise the core of the Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra. Their musical acumen is supplemented 
by an outstanding roster of internationally 
acclaimed guest artists, as well as accomplished 

local wind, brass, and 
percussion ensemble 
players. In recent years, the Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra has presented renowned guest artists 
Richard Goode, Erick Friedman, Ian Hobson, 
Jillion Stoppels Dupree, Edgar Meyers, Arto Noras, 
the Vermeer String Quartet, and the Kalichstein-
Laredo-Robinson piano trio.  

The intimate Illsley Nordstrom Recital Hall in 
Seattle's premiere concert venue, Benaroya Hall, 
is the Northwest Chamber Orchestra's home for its 
Mainstage and Showcase concerts. This recital hall 
was actually designed specifically for the 

Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra. In addition 
to the concerts in the 
recital hall, the 
orchestra's Concerts in 
the Park series is 
performed in the 
Stimson Auditorium of 
the Seattle Asian Art 
Museum in Volunteer 
Park.  

Mission  

The mission of the Northwest Chamber Orchestra 
is to perform as a renowned ensemble of 
international stature, to present traditional and 
contemporary chamber orchestra music to local, 
regional, and international audiences, and to 
present musical programs to enhance the 

(NWCO—Continued on page 5) 

Upcoming Concerts 
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Pohjan Laulu Concert 
Pohjan Laulu, a men’s choir from Oulu, Fin-

land visited the Seattle area the weekend of June 
6-8.  The choir presented its only US concert in 
Seattle at the University Lutheran Church the 
evening of June 7th.  

On Friday, the men of the choir had the op-
portunity to see some of the sights of the Seattle 
area including the Chateau St. Michelle winery in 
Woodinville.  Friday evening, there was a small 
reception for the choir to give the men an oppor-
tunity to meet of the organizers of the Seattle 
concert. FFSC presented the choir a photo book 
of Seattle as a souvenir of its visit to Seattle. Din-
ner, and a couple of glasses of wine, encouraged 
the men to break into impromptu song several 
times during the evening to the enjoyment all 
attendees and anyone within hearing distance of 
the Portage Bay Café in the University District. 

The concert Saturday night was a tremen-
dous success, in the opinion of this writer. The 
audience greeted the selections with warm en-
thusiasm and standing ovations.  Some of my per-
sonal favorites were Suomen Laulu (Song of Fin-
land) and, of course, Finlandia. Solos were sung 
my Lauri Lehtikangas, Ilkka Kerola, and Tuomo 
Malmi. Since I personally have sung in some 
men’s choirs, I am quite partial to the sound of 
men’s choirs. The strong bass voices in the 

Pohjan Laulu choir shook the rafters of the 
church and gave the vocal selections a solid foun-
dation on which to build the melodies. 

June 7th was an unseasonably hot evening in 
Seattle. A spokesman for the choir commented 
that when they left Oulu the temperature was 13 
degrees celsius and that evening in Seattle it was 
33 degrees.  Therefore, the men were singing in 
unusual conditions for them. 

The choir was conducted by Rauno Rännäli, 
who will be retiring as conductor at the end of 
this summer. 

The next morning, the men boarded the Vic-
toria Clipper for their concert in Victoria.  Con-
certs were also scheduled for Vancouver before 
their return to the cooler climate of Oulu.  

Byron Wicks 

educational and cultural environment of the 
Pacific Northwest.  

 
Mainstage Orchestra Series &Showcase Chamber 
Music Series  
The Mainstage Orchestra Concerts and the  
Showcase Chamber Music Concerts are performed 
in the Illsley Ball Nordstrom Recital Hall at 
Benaroya Hall—Third Avenue & Union Street in 
downtown Seattle  
 
Designed to accommodate the Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra, the intimate Illsley Ball Nordstrom 
Recital Hall seats 538 people on one level. The 
recital hall is in Benaroya Hall, which occupies the 
block between Second and Third Avenues, and 
Union and University Streets, in downtown 
Seattle. The Illsley Ball Nordstrom Recital Hall is 
located in the northeast corner of the building, at 
Third Avenue and Union Street.  
Entrances to Benaroya Hall are located along 
Third Avenue, and on Union at Third. Take the 
stairs or elevator located near the corner of Union 
and Third to the Recital Hall lobby on the upper 
level.  
All seating is reserved.  
 
Music in the Park  
Music in the Park concerts are performed in the 
219-seat Stimson Auditorium at the Seattle Asian 

Art Museum (SAAM) in Volunteer Park on Capitol 
Hill. The park entrance at Thirteenth Avenue East 
and East Aloha leads directly to the museum. 
There is plenty of free parking. The on-site box 
office is located on the lower level of SAAM, next 
to the auditorium.  
 
 
For more information, call 206-343-0445, or 
email boxoffice@nwco.org.  

(NWCO—Continued from page 4) 



In Memoriam 
Marcus Erickson 

Elsie Mackey 
Bill Simpanen 

Gladys Simpanen 
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In the last issue of the FFSC Newsletter, 
Byron Wicks bid us farewell after three years as 
president of our organization.  I'd like to use my 
first message to thank Byron and other retiring 
members of the Executive Board for their 
service. 

Byron was an excellent president.  Strongly 
rooted in his own Finnish heritage, he has a deep 
commitment to the Finlandia Foundation as an 
instrument for disseminating Finnish culture in 
the United States.  For example, he worked hard 
to bring Finlandia Foundation Performers of the 
Year Ulla Suokko and Vicky Gornick and Finnish 
chorus Pohjan Laulu to Seattle.  He was an 
ardent supporter of (and sometime participant 
in) our chapter-sponsored language classes.  
Furthermore, Byron saw the need for the 
Finlandia Foundation to have a positive and 
cooperative relationship with other Finnish-
oriented organizations in the Greater Seattle 
area.  He understood the importance of working 
together as part of the same community, despite 
the variety of our organizational affiliations.  
One of Byron's most significant achievements is 
still one of his least known:  He was primarily 
responsible for dealing with the state and 
federal authorities in obtaining 501(c)(3) status 
for our organization for tax purposes.  That has 
not only been a boon to the organization itself, 
but to its members as well, who are able to 
deduct dues and donations.  As Byron steps down 
as president, the one thing we can take comfort 
in is the assurance that he and Liz will continue 
to be present when Finns by blood or by heart 
meet.  Why not drop a note to Byron and let him 
know that you appreciate the work he has done?  
His address is 18618 NE 16th Street, Bellevue WA  
98008.  Or, if you prefer, his email address is 
bywicks@aol.com. 

Leaving the Executive Board with Byron at 
the end of June were three more people worthy 
of our thanks.  Member-at-Large James Goff, a 
Finnish student at the University of Washington 
and Finlandia Foundation scholarship recipient, 
brought a youthful and invigorating perspective 
our deliberations.  Doris Johnson was a faithful 
and careful treasurer who continued to serve 

(and to remind us of the bottom line) even when 
her health wasn't good.  John Stephens, ever 
busy with his work at the University, was as 
meticulous a note-taker and secretary as any 
organization could hope for.  All these good 
people will be sincerely missed, and their work 
deserves to be remembered by all of us. 

But the continuity of a voluntary association 
like Finlandia Foundation is quite a wondrous 
thing.  Though it wasn't always easy to persuade 
people to stay on the Executive Board or to seek 
nomination to the same, the response was 
remarkable.  After our first new Board meeting 
in July, I came away with great admiration for 
and enormous confidence in this group elected 
at our annual meeting in April.  Busy, active, 
involved, hard-working people, they are, 
nonetheless, willing to give time for an 
organization that represents something dear to 
them -- Finland -- the land, its inhabitants, and 
its culture. 

This is a Board that takes very seriously its 
responsibility to represent FFSC members. To 
help us in that task, please fill out and return 
the survey found in this newsletter. 

Working together, we can make this a 
memorable year for all.  

Gary London, FFSC President 
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Condolences to 

Eva Männistö, in the loss of her mother 

The First President of the USA was not 
George Washington. In fact the first president was 
John Hanson, a Finn. It was John Hanson who 
decorated George Washington for his victory over 
the British General Cornwallis at Yorktown. 

Hanson was the first President under the 
Articles of Confederation, the nation’s first 
constitution. George Washington was the first 
president under the new constitution. Hanson was 
not elected by the people but by the Continental 
Congress and he held the office of President for 
one year. The first United States post office and 

banking system were introduced during this year. 
Hanson was born in Maryland in 1715. His 
ancestors had come to America from Finland, that 
was then under Swedish rule, 60 years earlier. 

From the Scandinavian Press,  
Summer 2003. Vol 10: Issue 3 

Submitted by Norman Westerberg 

The First President 

Through the combined efforts of Finnish 
Honorary Consul Matti Suokko and UW Finnish 
Studies Professor Andy Nestingen, "Finnish 
Cinema Day" is programmed for Saturday, 
November 8, at the UW Husky Union Building 
Theater, from 2:00 until 9:00 p.m. 

During the day, three films will be 
showcased, each starring Finland's most prolific 
actor, Peter Franzén, who will be appearing in 
person with Irina Björklund, his co-star in one of 
the films -- Rukajärven tie (Ambush).  This highly 
popular 1998 film, based on Antti Tuuri's novel, is 
a tender love story set during the early days of 
frontier military action in the Continuation War.  

Other films programmed are the popular 
children's fantasy film, Rölli ja metsänhenki 
(Rölli and the Spirit of the Forest), and Pahat 
Pojat (Bad Boys).  Rölli was seen by more Finns 
than any other domestic film in 2002, while 
Pahat Pojat, released in January of 2003, is the 
best-attended Finnish film since Pekka Parikka's 
Talvisota (Winter War) in 1989.  There is plenty 
of wild humor in this true-crime saga of Finland's 
so-called "Dalton Brothers."  

Franzén's appearance in Seattle is the 
culmination of a lengthy effort to bring him here. 

He had been slated to 
attend the Nordic Film Festival 
in late March and early April, 
but a busy shooting schedule 
precluded his departure from 
location in Hungary.  He was in 
two of the films shown at the 
Nordic Film Festival -- Drakarna 
över Helsingfors  (Kites over 
Helsinki) and Kuutamolla 
(Lovers and Leavers).  The 
latter film was the closing 
Festival selection.  

Additional information about "Finnish 
Cinema Day" will be available in the next issue of 
the FFSC Newsletter.  Prior to that time, contact 
either of the programmers for details. 

Mini Film Festival Features In-Person Appearances by Top Finnish Actors 
Franzen and Björklund 

Saturday November 8—UW Husky Union Building Theater 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter board 
consists of five annually elected positions: 
President, vice president, secretary, membership 
secretary, treasurer, and newsletter editor. 
Additionally a minimum of four members-at-large 
serve two year terms at a time. 

This year’s board members are Gary London-
President, Minna Rudd-Vice President, Esko 
Männistö-Membership Secretary, Joel Wästi-
Treasurer, Paula Price-Newsletter Editor, and 
Pentti Rinne, Petra Mengelt, Pirjo Berg, and Virve 
Vainio as members at large. The Secretary 
Position is open at this time. Read on to meet 
some of the board members! We will have more in 
subsequent newsletters. 
 
Gary London – President  

As nearly as I can recall, my wife Kaisa and I 
were charter (or near charter) members of the 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  Over the 
years of our membership, Kaisa has served in a 
number of offices in the organization.  In 1998, 
she suggested that it was my turn.  After a couple 
of years on the executive board as a member-at-
large, I became vice president during the time 
Byron Wicks was president.  While on the board, 
some of my major activities have been 

scholarships, the 
Nordic Film Festival, 
and, of course, the 
Finnish Independence 
Day Dinner-Dance. 
Because I have no 
Finnish ancestry, I am 
sometimes asked 
about the source of 
my interest in 
Finland.   My first 
personal contact with 
Finland came through 

an exchange student to my rural Utah high school.  
It may have ended with that had I not been called 
to represent my church in Finland in my early 
twenties.  That proved to be a life-transforming 
experience, as I developed an abiding affection 
for Finland -- the land, the people, the language, 
and the culture.  Subsequently, I married a Finn, 
two of our three children were born in Finland 
during sabbatical leaves there, and our middle 
child now lives there.  Furthermore, both my 
graduate degrees in political science took me to 
research and writing in areas of Finnish politics.  
Subsequently, I developed an interest in the 
politics of Finnish-American immigrants, 
particularly during the period prior to, during, and 
immediately after World War I.  After nearly 40 
years of teaching political science, I am planning 
to retire in about a year.  Kaisa will also retire 
about the same time.  In retirement, we plan to 
spend more time in Finland -- our other 
homeland. 

In the meantime, I am looking forward to 

working with an excellent executive board this 
year in making the Finlandia Foundation an 
exciting and energetic conduit for disseminating 
Finnish culture in the Puget Sound area.  
 
Minna Rudd – Vice President  

This is my 4th year serving on the FFSC 
board. I feel strongly about preserving and sharing 
our Finnish heritage by providing a multitude of 
Finnish cultural activities and events in the 
Seattle area.  By mapping the interests and needs 
of our current membership, we can concentrate 
on events that truly interest you and become even 
more valuable to the Seattle area Finnish 
Community. I hope that many of you will 
participate in the membership survey found in this 
issue of the newsletter.  

I was born and raised in Helsinki area of 
Finland, and just celebrated my 10th anniversary 
in the U.S. My family includes husband Robert, 
children Alex (11), Emmitt (7), Cassidy (4), and 
dog Buddy. We live in the quiet town of North 
Bend. I enjoy outdoor activities such as hiking, 
camping, and gardening as well as volunteering. 
I’ve been involved with the Finnish School of 
Seattle for many years, and also help regularly in 
all my children’s class rooms and the school PTAs. 

 
Esko Männistö – Membership Secretary 

I was born in Finland and raised in Oulu, 
Bellevue, Säffle, Espoo, and Helsinki. I did my time 
in the Finnish Army in Rovaniemi and Hamina. I’m 
still waiting for that “littera” 20 years later to go to 
Finland for my first reserve training! I attended the 
Helsinki University of Technology and the 
University of Washington, graduating with a B.S. in 
Computer Engineering. I have lived in the U.S. 23 
years, all of it in the Seattle area, and have worked 
as a software engineer for 14 years. My interests 
include, but are not limited to, amateur radio, 
bicycling, skiing, snowboarding, auto sports (go 
Marcus Grönholm!), motorcycling, and flying. 

 
Virve Vainio – Member-at-Large  
I am Virve Vainio, the Visiting Lecturer of Finnish at 
the University of Washington since fall 2002. I was 
born in Espoo and also went to school there, but 
most of my adult life I have spent living and 
working in Kuopio, in the east of Finland. In 1992-
1995 I was occupied at the University of Reykjavik 
in Iceland where I also had my family with me. I am 
a mother of two young men, Matias and Joonas, 
who live in Finland at the moment. 
I wish that I can bring fresh new ideas and views to 
FFSC, especially after spending a long and 
refreshing summer back home. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Introducing the FFSC Board 2003-2004 
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CHARTREUSE  

711 East Pike Street on Capital Hill, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 

and international new design  

Many designer pieces from the 1950s  

through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl,  

Royal Copenhagen, Holmegaard,  

Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

 
Petra Mengelt—Member-at-Large  

I’ve been living in the Pacific Northwest for 
three years. I have studied the business 
administration at Tampere University and at 
Madison, Wisconsin. I married Mike from Madison, 
Wisconsin, together we moved to the Seattle 
area, Redmond to be specific. I am currently 
working with German aerospace industry. I also 
teach and play (!) at the Finnish school of Seattle 
for the third year.  

My involvement with the FFSC was introduced 
to me through Lena Hartikainen who thought I 

would be a good fit. I 
was elected into the 
board a year ago. I am 
looking into getting 
more young women into 
our community. The 
overall appreciation of 
Finland, being Finnish, 
is also extremely 
important, an essential 
part of our life “abroad” 

in our new homeland.  I’m still trying to learn how 
FFSC works and it’s definitely been an exciting 
journey representing the right objectives for the 
work that sometimes does not get “out there” 
enough.  

I represent the newcomers into America; I am 
still strongly involved with the Finnish activities 
back in the motherland (boy and girl scouts, 
politics, to name a few) and looking into a 
possibility to go back to Finland for awhile. The 
Atlantic crossing has become easier and more 
people do it more than once, especially if the 
family is both Finnish and American. Finlandia 
Foundations all over the county set up good 
networks providing access into Finland related 
information and creating a belonging to the new 
lands with the touch of Finnishness. 
Our society is full of information as it is, that 
oftentimes it is almost impossible to search your 
own interests out of the jungle. I find our FFSC 

website a good start to explore the current 
calendar and the possible fun happenings in our 
region.  
Also, feel free to contact me at 
pmengelt@hotmail.com for any questions you may 
have.  
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 

The Finnish Lutheran Church is located just 
north of Seattle, Washington at 8504 13th Avenue 
NW. We offer worship services in both the Finnish 
and English languages. The Finnish Language 
Worship Service is on the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of 
each month. The English Language Worship service 
is offered on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month. Our Worship Services begins at 11:00AM on 
each Sunday. We offer a Sunday School for the 
younger people to attend during the Worship 
Service. We encourage you to stay and join us for 
coffee and refreshments following the Worship 
Service and allow us to share our hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 
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 Cruise on the Amati 

November 25 2002  

We had a fabulous start of the rally 
yesterday! We had the Uusnakkis and Järveläinens 
who had come all the way here to greet us, plus a 
group of flag waving Finns, and even a Finnish 
Santa Claus. It was a great feeling seeing over 200 
boats before the starting line all impatiently 
waiting for the gun. In fact, so impatiently, that 
the committee vessel, which was a Spanish navy 
ship, had an extra buoy out to prevent boats from 
hitting it. We had to actually start the engine and 

put it in reverse at the 
line to prevent 
running into a line of 
boats in front of us. 
Once we were past 
the starting line, we 
started sailing through 
the fleet. What great 
light air performance 
we have! In 7kts of 
wind and sloppy seas 
we  seas we were just 
gliding past boats 
much bigger (Oysters, 
HR49, etc) on a broad 
reach. 

The wind then picked up a little (10 kts) and 
we had a great sail broad reaching along the east 
coast of Gran Canaria under sunny skies, UNTIL ... 

The fleet suddenly got slammed by heavy 
winds from the opposite direction (SW). This 
meant sailing dead against the wind. I saw the 
white caps from a distance, so we had time to put 
a deep reef on the main sail. We then motor 
sailed for a while and contemplated setting the 
storm jib and sailing on. The wind and the seas 
continued to build up: we were experiencing 
sustained winds of 30 kts (15 m/s or 7 Bft) with 
higher gusts, on top of a forecast swell of 4-5 
meter high waves, and the first night with 
darkness soon setting in. We heard reports from 
boats ahead of us of winds to 40kts, and saw boats 
turning back. There were several boats with 
broken gear and leaks. 

We probably would have pressed on with an 
all adult crew, as most boats did, but with the 
kids on board there's always more concern. So, 
half an hour before sunset we turned back, and 
started a pleasant downwind surf back to Las 
Palmas, where we arrived at 9:30pm. Yes, it is 
very disappointing and demoralizing, but at least 
nobody got hurt, we didn't break anything, and 
the boat was handling itself very gracefully. 

So, we're sitting here in the rain waiting for 
more pleasant weather for our 2,800 mile sail 
among several other boats with kids on board.  
Once clear to the south of the Canary Islands, 
weather like this is not to be expected, but we 
may have to wait another day. 

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

November 26, 2002  

We started again this morning at 10am. We 
are at roughly the same location where we turned 
back two days ago. So far so good. There's a lot of 
wind acceleration here close to the Gran Canaria 
coast. We've seen again up to 34kts, but this time 
we're going dead downwind, so life onboard is 
very pleasant.  

Juha  

November 27, 2002  

Having problems sending e-mail. It's now just 
past midnight, everyone except me is sound 
asleep. The sky is bright with stars, and the full 
moon is just rising. We have a very smooth ride: 
we are motor sailing because the winds turned 
very light, and we want to do some catching up of 
the rest of the fleet. The kids have been in SSB 
radio contact with the other kids 150-260 miles 
away: everybody seems to be in good spirits, 
although the night of 24th was described as 
"terrible". Right now I can see the nav lights of 
Snow Cat from USA and Avatara from Sweden, 
who left at the same time. I'm guessing tomorrow 
night we won't see anyone any more. Juha  

November 29 2002  

We're at North 24 degrees 00 minutes, West 
21 degrees 59 minutes. Course 240 mag. We have 
winds from NE at 25-35 knots. Seas are rough (4 
meters) with big cross swell from NW originating 
from a storm near Ireland creating occasional 
freak waves. These conditions are expected to 
last until Monday.  

We are doing fine, nobody is seasick, but 
nobody is real hungry, either We have a triple reef 
on the main and a scrap of genoa poled out to 
windward. We broke our telescopic whisker pole 
last night (these things never happen in daylight), 
but luckily we have a stronger spinnaker pole to 
substitute. We have been in radio contact with 
several other yachts: everybody is doing fine.  

(Continued on page 11) 

The continuing saga of the Niemistö family. . . . . . . . 
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We'll write a little more when the seas are 
smoother.  

Crew of S/Y Amati  

December 2, 2002 

Since Thursday we've been sailing dead 
downwind (SW) with 30-40+kt of wind (max 49.6). 
We have only a tiny bit of sail out, and we're 
towing three long ropes in a loop behind us to 
make sure we don't broach out of control. Seas 
are huge, Roland was estimating 7m tall. This is 
quite exhausting, but we (especially the kids) are 
doing fine, and the boat is behaving well. 
According to the forecaster I just talked to, the 
weather will moderate by mid-week, so we'll just 
hang on.  

Unfortunately, there was already one sailor 
lost to the seas two days ago, which made us even 
more careful. It's quite rolly, so it's difficult to 
type, not to talk about cooking. The boat is dirty 
with Sahara sand that gets blown all the way here 
from Africa. It's quite warm during the day, nights 
are cool.  

Our SSB radio is out again, and our radar and 
electronic charting went dead. We also snapped 
our whisker pole for the genoa. Luckily none of 
that is vital. Especially the autopilot is doing fine.  

Ahoy, Crew of Amati 

December 6, 2002  

We have only 1,300 nautical miles to go, 
about 1,500 and 10 days at sea are behind us. The 
winds have been light the past few days, so we 
have had to motor quite a bit. Yesterday we flew 
the spinnaker the whole day, until we saw a nasty 
looking squall ahead, and changed to the genoa 
instead (the squall never came). Right now we are 
broad reaching in variable wind strength, but 
mostly at good speed. It's been quite pleasant on 
board, and we have eaten very good meals, too. 
Other than that we are quite lazy: Nikki gets the 
occasional cleaning fit, and I 
get the occasional 
maintenance fit (or fiddling 
with the instruments for the 
n:th time trying to get them 
to work).  

Yesterday we had a 
little half-way celebration 
for: the kids got some new 
games to play with. They 
have been so busy with 
them that they probably 
wouldn't notice if we parked 
the boat on a dock in St Lucia. We still have 
plenty of food to easily last the rest of the 

crossing, even though drinks are getting fewer. 
We may have to keep some of that vodka from the 
fish.  

Two days ago the kids caught a good size 
dolphin fish that I prepared for dinner. Every day 
we find dead flying fish on our deck: it really 
looks funny seeing the little herring-like fish flying 
here all over the place. Their aviation skills aren't 
the best, so they keep hitting things and landing 
on boat decks. We just have to hope that they 
don't land somewhere hidden or inaccessible, as 
they smell very fishy.  

We haven't seen any ships since the Canaries, 
but we do occasionally see other sailboats, and 
hear them talking on the radio. Luckily all the 
sailboats are going the same direction, so watch 
keeping doesn't need to be very intense out here. 
In fact, many short handed crews simply go to bed 
and let the boat sail on her own. I like to lie down 
in the cockpit watching the stars, and get up 
every 10 min to scan the horizon. The visibility 
here is always excellent.  

BTW, the 12-year old girl Freya from Canina, 
whose "rather different than normal" birthday was 
featured on http://www.worldcruising.com , 
happens to be Matti's best friend. They are sailing 
the smallest yacht (29 ft) of the fleet. We really 
admire their endurance.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati N 17deg58min W 
38deg45min  

December 8, 2002  

We've had great winds for the past days, the 
past 24 hours we've “averaged” over 7 kts, and 
did over 170 miles, even though we are sailing 
conservatively both sails reefed down. It's really 
getting hot here around noon, but the nights are 
still cool (need to actually wear clothes outside). 
We just had a sea bird trying to land on our mast 
1,000 miles from nearest land, amazing. Well, 
land is getting closer, and we still want to 
practice some celestial navigation with the kids. 
Maybe tomorrow...  

Two days ago we celebrated Finnish 
independence day with a flag 
and champagne, today the 
cause for celebration is the 
1,000 miles and the second 
advent.  

We had a scary moment last 
night when the autopilot 
locked up. It started beeping 
with a "no pilot" message, and 
wouldn't react to any keys, 
and also wouldn't let us steer 
by hand. This of course 
happened in the middle of the 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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night when Nikki was alone on watch. I had to 
apply the good old computer science method of 
shutting off the power. Meanwhile the boat had 
turned the wrong way and our sails and rigging 
took a terrible beating. Luckily nothing broke: just 
a lot of noise, yelling, and commotion. The rest of 
the night was rather sleepless. The autopilot has 
for a few times shut down before, but not locked 
up like that. It's now been sheepishly working 
since.  

Anyway, my confidence in the latest marine 
electronics is quite low. We already had major 
trouble with the GPS, Navtex, SSB radio, Radar/
Chartplotter, and Autopilot. Even when they are 
working they exhibit various quirks and bugs (no 
doubt software based). In fact, the only rock solid 
piece has been the VHF radio. We need to stay up 
on watch just to make sure the instruments aren't 
misbehaving. Luckily the rest of the boat (sails, 
rigging, engine, etc.) has been remarkably trouble 
free. Even this computer that has already seen 
some saltwater spray is working without a hitch. I 
think there are two approaches to the problem: 
have so few instruments that nothing can go 
wrong, or have so many that it doesn't matter if 
half of them break. I think we are in the latter 
camp.  

If the winds are favorable we should be in St 
Lucia in a week! Since we started two days late, 
and we have used our engine through the calms, 
our placing in the "race" will sure be low. Looks 
like the other Nauticat 42, Gustie, is doing very 
well, especially considering that the captain is 
suffering from lung cancer.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

December 10, 2002 

Quick follow-up: we lost power again. This 
time I spent the afternoon in the engine room 
rewiring the battery cable to by-pass the ammeter 
shunt that had burned/melted. Meanwhile Roland 
and Nikki hand steered. Now we're powered up 
again, luckily well before the night. I'm even 
letting the kids watch a movie!  

Juha  

December 26, 2002 

Merry Christmas from St Lucia!  

We have now spent 10 days in the marina, 
and it's time to head out. We will be spending 
Christmas anchored in Rodney Bay and spend the 
eve on the beach with several other boat families. 
We'll build a fire on the beach to prepare the 
evening meal. This will be a little different from 
the traditional Finnish/German Christmas for sure. 
The children are having fun with so many friends 
to play with, and the adults are starting to relax 

after having sorted out most of the things (broken 
gear, lost packages, etc.) after the Atlantic 
crossing. Our friends from Onskan were the fastest 
family across the Atlantic, because they broke 
their water tanks and had to sail like "a bat out of 
hell" with their small spare canisters of water.  

We wish everyone Happy Holidays and enjoy 
the cool air! Our kids are missing the snow 
already.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati  

P.S. Sorry, our emails just didn't go through. Now 
it's already the 26th. Our Christmas celebration on 
the beach was a lot of fun, even though Nikki still 
hasn't got used to the heat. Today Thomas and 
Nikki were at the hospital, because Thomas had a 
high fever and diarrhea the whole last night. They 
diagnosed it as "acute gastroenteritis" and put him 
on a drip bottle. He will have to live on liquids for 
a while: he's doing fine, he's just sleeping most of 
the time.  

January 10, 2003  

We are at the island of Bequia, Grenadines. 
Sorry, we haven't written much, but we are now 
on "island time", where everything is taken slow 
and easy. The weather is incredibly steady here: 
always the same temperature, always the same 
wind. Only some rain squalls in between. We'll 
start our scuba diving courses tomorrow, which 
should be a lot of fun. I'm finally sending off Nikki's 
old draft email that she never got around 
finishing, and a couple of more recent kid mails.  

Juha  

Dear friends and family,  

Greetings from St. Lucia after 18 days of 
seeing only water and being tossed around. First of 
all, we would like to thank for all the very 
thoughtful mail, that was collected for us, and 
which we opened 600 miles out of St. Lucia. There 
was a wonderful friendship booklet from Anne & 
Tom, "Warm Holiday Wishes" booklet from Pirjo & 
Larry (that Anti snatched right away), wonderful 
poems from Holly & Peku, Karin & John, Donna & 
Pekka, Kristiina & Olavi, Heli & Matti, fantastic 
pictures from Barbara & Dane, a great father's day 
card from Jackie & Bob, and so much more. ( I 
hope I didn’t forget anything.) The kids truly 
enjoyed all their personal mail from Matthew, the 
3 Puolakkainens, and the fantastic self-made 
booklet by Andy and Mary. Every single mail meant 
sooo much to us and was admired by everyone on 
the boat like a treasure. All your thoughtful words 
really lifted our spirits. The x-mas mail we'll open 
on x-mas eve. We were especially astonished by all 
the very inspiring and romantic poems about the 
sea; Juha thought about bringing out a more 
realistic version like:  

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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sweating in the engine room, when the sparks are 
flying,  

listening to the sonic boom, when the spi-pole is 
dying,  

don't mind the static air, when the shortwave 
radio spits, and it leaves our navigation bare, 
when the radar/chart plotter quits.  

Well, I know that Juha has e-mailed about 
our progress all along the way, but now it's time 
for my point of view. The first day and night out 
of Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, was easy: we were 
well rested, little wind and an all around nice 
day/night. The second day we had good winds, in 
fact so good, that we broke our whisker pole the 
second night, while having the genoa fully rolled 
out. Winds were only 20 kts sustained, but the 
pole didn't like the swell and we were now told, 
that this type of pole is undersized for our boat. 
We jibed early in the morning on the 3rd day and 
went on a southerly course; everything seemed 
fine until it started blowing more and more. After 
a little while we had 30kts-40 kts sustained. 
According to the weather forecast we were to 
have only 15-20kts. We were slightly irritated and 
called the British national forecast several times 
via sat-phone. We were reporting our wind 
speeds, but they were insisting that we were to 
have only 15-20 kts of wind. Then, they advised us 
not to go west, but stay on a southerly course. So 
we continued on our course to Brazil for 4 more 
nights and 5 more days; we all grew from day to 
day more wearily with very little sleep, and Juha 
got more and more disoriented. Every little task 
was a major effort: just finding a pencil to mark 
our position in the chart was a major effort. 
Cooking was the biggest challenge, and so we had 
just canned food in those rough days. We finally 
decided to throw out 150 feet of warps over the 
stern to slow down our wild ride down the 15-20 ft 
tall waves. The choices on the boat were either to 
stay inside and listen to all the nerve rottening 
banging of things within the cupboards, or to go 
outside and take in the view of the huge waves 
coming from behind, the rushing of the water 
besides the boat, and the howling of the wind. 
Occasionally the stern would be slammed 
sideways by the big waves and the poor autopilot 
and rudder would make such a sorrowful 
screeching noise, that you would just wonder how 
much longer the equipment would take this 
abuse.  

Nikki  

Dear friends, We arrived in St. Lucia 
December 14th. Since then, we had a fun in the 
Caribbean. The cocktails are lush and swimming is 
great. The beach in St. Lucia was awesome and 
my sailing friends and I play a lot. However, we 

still do schooling. Marigot Bay is really the first 
place where I went snorkeling in a real coral reef. 
Soufriere is even better for scuba diving with the 
beautiful view of the Pitons. In Soufriere, we saw 
a real live volcanoes, which smell like rotten eggs, 
with a bath in the warm volcanoes water which 
makes you feel 10 years younger. We also went in 
a big garden with exotic flowers and rare ones. 
Then comes a time when friends have to split, but 
we will hopefully see most of them in Grenada or 
the Grenadines. Otherwise, we still email each 
other. The Caribbean has some disadvantages. 1: 
There are many beggars 2: Things are expensive 
here 3: High crime here especially when Arc boats 
come here, but I haven't seen or heard any 4: It is 
extremely hot 5: It is a poor country. Thomas got 
a virus here and eventually was taken to a mangy 
hospital which was the best in the island. One 
bathroom, no toilet paper, extremely small, and 
getting there is already an adventure. Otherwise, 
beautiful animals and coral reefs, exotic trees, 
swimming is awesome, and the food is good, plus 
the chances of seeing my sailing friends. How are 
you doing?  

Matti  

 Dear Friends, Bequia is a great place. I 
probably already told you that we have been to a 
turtle hospital which was great. Yesterday, we 
took a long hike to the other side of the island 
and went to a beach ( which we were suppose to 
go snorkeling, but the waves were huge, so we 
went surfing which was really fun) and then a long 
hike back with some friends. Today we went on 
the beach on this side which was okay. Tomorrow, 
we are going to a scuba diving school, learning 
how to scuba dive, only for 10 years, and over. 
This will be cool. How are you guys doing?  

Matti  

 January 25, 2003  

Greetings from the most famous cruising 
destination in the Caribbean. Tobago Cays in the 
Grenadines is a group of small islands surrounded 
and protected by a huge, horse shoe shaped coral 
reef. The water is the clearest we have seen 
anywhere, and there's an endless amount of 
shallow snorkeling terrain. So far we have spotted 
huge stingrays, moray eels, lobsters, sea horses, 
and a nursing shark among the schools of colorful 
fish in the underwater wonder world. There are 
also numerous beaches with white sand and palm 
trees. Sailing here is ideal with the steady trade 
wind breezes and warm temperatures: lot of boats 
even from Finland can be seen here.  

Matti and I finished our PADI Open Water 
scuba diving course, so we are now certified 
divers. Diving in Bequia was great, and we are 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Membership Survey 2003 

Purpose of this survey is to map the interests of our current membership and to pinpoint areas that 
may need improvements and/or changes. Please fill out the survey below and return it by mail to:  
FFSC “Membership survey” PO.BOX 75052 Seattle WA 98175 no later than August 31st, 2003.  
You can also print this survey online at www.finnsnw.com/ffsc. 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION (OPTIONAL) 

Name______________________________Phone____________________Email______________________ 

Please circle the answer that fits you best. You may include additional comments on a separate sheet 
of paper. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

1. Are you currently a member of the FFSC Seattle Chapter?  Yes  No Not sure 

2. How long have you been a member?    0-1 yr  5yrs 10+yrs 

NEWSLETTER 

1. Do you read our bimonthly newsletter regularly?   Yes   No Not sure 

2. How often would you like to see it published?   12/yr  6/yr 4/yr 

3. Do you find the newsletter interesting or helpful?  Yes  No Not sure 

4. Would you be willing to pay extra for the newsletter?  Yes  No Not sure 

5. Would you read the newsletter online?   Yes   No Not sure 

6. What kind of articles would you like to see in the newsletter? ________________________________ 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES 

1. Have you ever participated in the FFSC language classes? Yes   No Not sure 

2. How do you feel about the cost (currently $65/12 classes)? Low    Good    Too high  

3. Where should the classes meet?    Seattle         Eastside   Elsewhere____ 

4. How often should the classes meet?    Weekly         2x week Bi-weekly 

5. Would you attend 3x10-week sessions instead of the  

     current 2x12-wk sessions?     Yes  No Not sure 

ANNUAL EVENTS 

Independence Day Celebration 

1. Do you ever attend Independence Day Dinner & Dance?  Yes   No  Not sure  

2. Do you like the current location of the event (Mountaineers)? Yes   No  Not sure 

3. Do you like the caterer?     Yes   No  Not sure 

4. Do you like the program and entertainment?   Yes  No  Not sure 

6. Do you like the dance music?     Yes  No Not sure 

7. How would you rate the event on the scale of 1-10, ten being the highest possible score? ______ 

 

 

 

What kind of events would you like to see the FFSC organizing?  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Two $1,500 scholarships are awarded annually to carefully selected applicants with interest in Finnish 
Studies. 
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1. Would you like to see us increase the amounts awarded? Yes  No Not sure  

2. Would you contribute to the Scholarship fund to help do so?  Yes  No Not sure 

 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

In the last year, FFSC supported the following organizations/special projects financially either by 
membership dues or granting funds per request:  
 
Ethnic Heritage Council, Finland Society ~Suomi Seura Ry., Finlandia Foundation National, Finlandia 
University, Finnish American Reporter, Finnish Lutheran Church, Finnish School of Seattle ~ Seattlen 
Suomi Koulu, Nordic Film Festival, Nordic Heritage Museum, NHM Northern Lights Auktion, 
Scandinavian Hour.  
 
Would you like us to consider supporting different organizations? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VOLUNTEERING 

Would you be interested in serving on the board?  Yes  No Not sure 

May we contact you about volunteering for special events organized by the FFSC (such as bazaar, 

IDDD, concerts etc.)? Yes, call me at ______________________________________ No  

 

Comments:_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

_________ 

Thank You! Your participation is greatly appreciated. 

Return no later than August 31st by mail to: 

 

FFSC Membership Survey 

PO BOX 75052 

Seattle, WA 98175-0052 
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Nordic Heritage Museum (NHM) 
3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle,  WA  98117 

(206) 789-5707    http://www.nordicmuseum.com Connect with your roots! 
Preserve a rich heritage for your family BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 
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looking forward to do some more explorations 
into the deep as we sail along.  

The kids and I are having fun here, but 
unfortunately Nikki has decided that she doesn't 
like the tropics. But we cannot head too far north 
yet, because the winter weather systems in the 
Atlantic can be quite severe. We will see what 
compromise we can come up with.  

Meanwhile, we continue to school the kids in 
the morning. Anti and Matti are doing great in 
math: both of them are ahead of schedule. Both 
of them work very quickly, whereas Thomas takes 
his time. The afternoon is then all fun for them: 
they will usually stay on the beach until it gets 
dark.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati  

(Continued from page 13) 



Page  18 FFSC Newsletter 

DECEMBER 2000/JANUARY 2001 FFSC NEWSLETTER 

Page  18 FFSC Newsletter 

August/September 2003 FFSC Newsletter 

 

Arts & Crafts 

to be featured at the 

25th Annual Finnish Community Bazaar 

Held every year on the first Saturday of November at the  
Nordic Heritage Museum 

November 1, 2003 

Artsy, craftsy persons are invited to submit their work 
for display at the Finnish Community Bazaar on 

November 1 at the Nordic Heritage Museum. 
 

Please contact the coordinator for the show, Liisa 
Mannery, at liisa@liisamannery.com or 206 783 0894.   

 

2003 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

86th Anniversary 
Dinner & Dance 

1917 – 2003 
 

Saturday December 6, 2003 
Mountaineers Club 

 
 

Details in the October / November newsletter 
 
 

If you would like to be on the Independence Dinner/Dance (IDDD)  
Committee and help with preparations, call  

Gary London at 206-632-3357  
or email FFSC@finns.org 

 

Volunteers Needed ! 



FFSC Newsletter Page  19 

FFSC NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2000/JANUARY 2001 

FFSC Newsletter Page  19 

FFSC Newsletter August/September 2003 

On October 4, Seattle will play host to one 
of the hottest of Finnish performing groups. 
Extremely popular in their homeland, Semmarit 
is making its first North American tour, with 
other concerts scheduled in Vancouver, BC and 
Bellingham. 

Semmarit is the common name by which 
this group of 25 male acappella singers is known.  
Their official name -- Seminaarinmäen 
Mielaulajat (Seminary Hill Male Singers) -- comes 
from a location in their hometown, Jyväskylä.  
Ten years ago, the group was formed from 
students attending the university in this central 
Finland city.   

From the beginning, Semmarit was far from 
the image of the typical Finnish male chorus. 

For starters, members write and arrange all 
the material they perform. Furthermore, this 
original music is delivered in a style that blends 
singing, dancing, and comedy.  They even 
include some unusual props and costumes to 
create a total entertainment experience. 

Local audiences accustomed to a sedate 
group of men in tuxes singing standards of the 
Finnish repertoire will be in for a major surprise. 

Semmarit aims for a wide and diverse 
audience.  All ages and interests can find plenty 
to like in their presentation.  For their American 

tour, they will be bringing songs in English as 
well as in Finnish.  Lucky listeners might, for 
example, hear "Pant Legs Flap Around" or "Deep 
and Black Water."  And the limits of broad 
appeal are stretched by Semmarit's version of 
street rap. 

Semmarit's Seattle concert is co-sponsored 
by the Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter and 
the UW Scandinavian Department.  It will be 
held on the campus of the University of 
Washington at Kane Hall 130.  Underground 
parking is available for easy access to the hall.  
Starting time is 7:30 p.m.   Admission is $15.00 
per person. 

Further information about and samples of 
Semmarit's music are available on 
www.semmarit.fi.  Call (206) 632-3357 for 
questions about the concert.   Will call tickets 
may be purchased through the form below.    

Seattle Snags Swinging Semmarit 
October 4 

Advance Orders for Semmarit Concert  

Name  ________________________________________________________  

Street Address  _________________________________________________  

City and Zip Code  ______________________________________________  

Telephone  ____________________________________________________  

Number of Admissions at $15.00 apiece  _____________________________  

Total Amount Included  ___________________________________________  

Unless otherwise requested, tickets will be available at the Will Call Window up to one 
hour prior to concert starting time.  

Mail this form along with your payment (checks only please) to: 

FFSC—Concert Tickets, PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175-0052 
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Seattle Snags Swinging Semmarit 
October 4 
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 And You Thought You Knew All About Finnish Music? 
 

Prepare To Be Surprised! 
 

In Their Inaugural American Tour 
 

Finland's Sensational 

Semmarit 
(Seminaarinmäen Mieslaulajat) 

 
Music, Movement, Magic And More 

 

October 4, 2003 
Kane Hall 130 

University Of Washington Campus 
 

7:30 P.M. 
$15.00 Admission 

 
Need More Convincing? 

 
Look And Listen For Yourself At www.Semmarit.Fi 

 
(For questions and reservations call 206-632-3357)  

_________________________________________________ 
 

~~ Seeking Partners for Semmarit ~~ 

The Finlandia Foundation is seeking 30 partners at $100.00 each to assist 
in bringing the sensational Semmarit to Puget Sound. Help make this 

exceptional event possible and receive two admissions to the concert for 
your $100.00 contribution (tax deductible). Send your check to  

FFSC, Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175-0052.   
For further information, call 206-632-3357.    
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Rusina (raisin) kukikksia 
2 kuppia (cups) ruskieta (brown ?) sokeria 
(sugar) 
1/2 kuppia voita (butter) 
1/2 kuppia laarltia or soorltia (????)  
2 munaa (eggs) 
1 cup hapanta kermaa (sour cream) 
1/2 tee lusikkaa (teaspoon) suolaa (salt) nutmeg 
1 tee lusikkaa peikin soota (baking soda) 
2 tee lusikkaa peikin pauteria (baking powder) 
4 1/2 kuppia jauhoja (flour) 
1 kuppia notsia (nuts?) 
2 kuppia rusinoita (raisins) 
 
Rasva ja sokeri sekotetaan munat vispaltuana 
hapan maito, soda siihen sekotetaan jauhot ja 

peikin puder viimeksi rusinat ja notsit. (Cream 
butter and sugar, beat eggs. Into the mixture 
mix flour baking powder and finally raisins and 
nuts) 
 
Can anyone figure out the mystery ingredient. 
Contact Noel at NoelWannebo@cs.com 
 

Recipes 
Finglish Recipe Quiz 
We had several responses to our quiz in the last issue—see below for one of them. 

From Noel Wannebo 
The following is my interpretation of my grandmother's handwritten recipe. Can anyone figure 
out what one of the words is? 

ruskieta= brown  
laarltia = lard  
I would believe soorltia = shortening  
Lard was a popular item in your grandmothers immigrant generation. It came in what was called a 
"5 lb pail". The empty pail was popular for picking berries. It would be filled and then dumped into 
a bigger pail.  
I ought to know. I stole lard out of the pantry to grease the axle of a wooden wagon with wooden 
wheels I made.  
When wild berries were scattered, we would fill it and then carry it over to dump in a larger buck-
et.  
 Thanks to Otto Oja 

Tanhuajat Dancing for Summertime Festivals 
 
The Tanhuajat Folkdancers performed at the Pacific Lutheran University kruunuhää - crown wedding 
program, at the Midsommarfest Skandia Folkdance Society program at Saint Edwards Park, and at the 
Tivoli-Viking Days program at the Nordic Heritage Museum this summer. 
A new look for the Tanhuajat was provided by the seamstresses who developed summer costumes in 
colorful cottons, a blessing for the dancers who have long lamented the dancing in summer heat with 
woolen vests and skirts. 
The upcoming performances will be at the Junction City, Oregon Scandinavian Festival on August 9. 
Tanhuajat are also developing plans for celebrating their thirtieth year. Former Tanhuajat members 
are encouraged to contact the group for further information 
at: Tanhuajat, c/o Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504- 13th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117. 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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