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Aug 10-14   FinnGrandFest, Northern Michigan University, Marquette MI  

Aug 17-18  Finlandia Music Camp, Trinity Lutheran College, Issaquah, WA  

Aug 20  Finlandia Music & Arts Festival. NW College of Art, Poulsbo WA  

Sep 5  Labor Day—US & Canada 

Sep 11 9:45am NW Pelimannit at Pancake Breakfast, Swedish Cultural Center (SCC) 

Sep 14 7:30pm Tanhuajat Folkdancers  Open House—Finnish Lutheran Church 

Sep 15  Finnish Language Class Fall Session begins. See page 3. 

Sep 25  NWCO Concert. See page 4. 

Oct 4 Sacral Space exhibit introductory lecture at NHM. See page 5. 

Oct 7 Sacral Space exhibit opens at NHM. See page 5.  

Oct 8 Finnish Lutheran Church - Fundraising Auction with dinner and music 

entertainment 

Nov 12   10 AM Finnish Community Bazaar, NHM, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle 

Nov 19-20  NWCO Concert. See page 4. 

 

The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 
206-440-1134 

The Scandinavian Hour, an hour-long radio broadcast dedicated to music and 
programming of Scandinavian origin or interest. 

Join hosts Doug Warne and Ron Olsen as they once again share a little bit of 
Scandinavia with their listeners on Saturday mornings. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 
Finnish Language Classes Fall Trimester 2005 

 
 12 classes to be held on Thursdays from 7 to 9pm at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

September 15 – December 8 (No class November 24th) 
Instruction offered for  

Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced students 
NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS. 

Registration form 
 

 IMPORTANT NOTE: ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUESTED.  
Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class.  

Registration is on first come first serve basis.  
Class confirmations sent by September 10th, 2005. 

 
Tuition is $ 96 per trimester (12 classes) and will be due upon registration. Textbooks and 
dictionaries will be available for sale during classes. Please write checks payable to FFSC.  
 
Support our educational programs by becoming a member of the Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter. FFSC annual membership fee is $20 per calendar year for individuals, $25 per 
couple/family, $15 for seniors. Membership forms available from the addresses below. 
 

 STUDENT INFORMATION: 
 
 _________________________________________               ____________________________________ 
Name       Email 
 

 __________________________________             ______________________________ 
Mailing Address      City, zip 
 

 __________________________________             ______________________________ 
Telephone      Best time to call 
 

  
Beginner class        I would like to receive class confirmation by:   

Intermediate class        Email          

Advanced class      Postal Service   

 

  
 Payment amount $ _________  Check # ___________ Payment Date: __________ 
 

  
 Please mail completed registration form and tuition payment to: 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter P.O.BOX 75052 Seattle, WA 98175-0052  
www.finnsnw.com/ffsc.html 

 

 For more information about the language classes, please contact principal teacher  
John Parker 206-527 1161   Email: parkerjw@u.washington.edu  

Registration questions - Contact Minna Rudd 425-831 7061 minnarudd@comcast.net 
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Finnish Musicians are Major Players at Northwest 
Chamber Orchestra (NWCO) 

The 2005-2006 season of the Northwest 
Chamber Orchestra features musicians with 
significant connections to Finland. 

Returning for another season as Music 
Director of the NWCO, Finnish 
composer/conductor/pianist Ralf Gothoni will 
lead concerts on September 25, November 19 
and 20, and April 29. Additionally, in the April 
concert, he will showcase his piano skills in 
Haydn’s Concerto in D Major for Piano and 
Orchestra, and he and Finnish violinist Elina 
Vähälä will perform a world premiere of C. 
Curtis Smith’s Double Concerto for Piano and 
Violin with String Quartet. On November 13, 
Gothoni, again at the piano, will be joined by 
violinists Marjorie Kransberg Talvi and Ilkka Talvi 
in playing The Schubert Sonatinas for Violin and 
Piano. Kransberg-Talvi is also soloist in the 
September 25 concert, when she will perform 
William Bolcom’s Concerto Serenade for Violin 
and String Orchestra, and she will be part of a 
duo in a program of French music on January 15, 

2006. 

Northwest Chamber Orchestra performances 
in 2005-2006 will continue at Illsley Ball 
Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall, but a 
Music at MOHAI series will be played at the 
Museum of History and Industry. 

For further information about any of these 
concerts, contact NWCO at (206) 343-0445 or 
boxoffice@nwco.org. 

Epicenter: Essays on North American Art, is 
a new book publication by Matthew Kangas, a 
local Seattle writer who is currently writing 
reviews for The Seattle Times. Mr. Kangas has 
Finnish ancestry and is a longstanding resident of 
Ballard. Many of the essays pertain to the 
Northwest art scene. 

Midmarch Arts Press, America’s leading 
small publisher of art criticism, is proud to 
announce the publication of the first collection 
by distinguished American art critic MATTHEW 
KANGAS. Epicenter: Essays on North American 
Art is a unique compilation with a broad purview 
of modern and contemporary art. The 42 essays 
appeared originally in top art magazines such as 
Art in America, Sculpture and Vanguard between 
1978 and 2004 and are illustrated with 48 black-
and-white photos and eight full-page color 
plates. 

Kangas is the author of over 1,000 reviews, 
features, catalogs and monographs including 
eight books. Centered in Seattle and a frequent 
reviewer for the Seattle Times, Kangas was 
educated at Reed College in Portland, Oregon 
and The Queen’s College, Oxford University, 
where he studied English literature. After a brief 
period as an editorial assistant in the art book 
publishing business in New York, Kangas returned 

to his native Seattle in 1976 and began writing 
for Artweek, WestArt, Vanguard and other 
journals in 1978.  

Twenty-seven years later, he is respected as 
an award-winning art critic who has transformed 
art criticism on the Northwest Coast. Kangas 
takes a special interest in epicenters, cities with 
art communities outside the New York area. 
Epicenter consists of five sections: Reconsidering 
the New York School; Art in Public Places; Art 
Outside the Center; Canadian Art; and Late 
Modernism. 

Eminently readable yet deeply learned, 
Kangas’s writing incorporates literary and art-
critical theory as applied methods for better 
understanding and appreciating modern and 
contemporary art. Epicenter is a must for 
everyone interested in the relation between New 
York and the rest of the art world, as well as for 
artists, collectors, curators and other visual arts 
professionals who seek a broader perspective on 
the art of the past half-century. It is perfect for 
pleasure reading or as a supplement to a modern 
art history course. 

New Publication Spotlights New York School,  
West Coast and Canadian Art  
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The DVD from the Kalevala Festival 2005 is now available.  

Please contact Heikki Mannisto (Mannisto.Heikki@Ekono.com, ph 425 603 0517)  

if you want to buy a copy, the cost is $15.   

Proceeds go to the Finnish Choral Society. 

During these “dog days” of summer, it may 
be difficult to think of fall, but it is not too early 
to put some significant autumn events on our 
calendars.  

For those of us interested in things Finnish, 
one of the premier post-summer attractions is the 
Sacral Space exhibit of modern Finnish churches 
at the Nordic Heritage Museum in October and 
November. Co-sponsored by the Finlandia 
Foundation and organized by the Museum of 
Finnish Architecture, Sacral Space brings together 
drawings, photographs, 
videos, and three-
dimensional renderings of 
twelve churches built in 
Finland after World War II. 
Included are The 
Resurrection Chapel by Erik 
Bryggman, The Chapel of 
Three Crosses by Alvar Aalto, 
and Kauniainen Church by 
Kristian Gullichsen.  

The wave of church 
building in Finland over the 
past half century or more has 
attracted some brilliant 
architects, often competing 
with one another for church 
commissions. While the 
churches reflect the variety 
of architects, taken together 
they are marked by 
minimalist absence of 
ornamentation and a deep 
respect for light and nature. 
As a unique contribution to 
architecture, they have 
attracted international 
attention. 

The Sacral Space exhibit 

opens on October 7, but is preceded by an 
introductory lecture on October 4 by Severi 
Blomstedt, director of the Museum of Finnish 
Architecture. Blomstedt, who is a grandson of 
Jean Sibelius, will also discuss another significant 
example of Finnish architecture – Ainola, his 
grandfather’s villa near Helsinki. Subsequent 
lectures are by Raul Cabra, editor of New 
Scandinavian Design, on October 18, and by 
current or emeritus professors from the University 
of Washington’s Department of Architecture: 
Phillip Jacobson on October 11, Peter Cohan, on 

October 25, and Folke Nyberg 
on November 8. All lectures 
are at the Museum, begin at 
7:00 p.m., and are free to 
members of the Museum. 
Non-members pay $6.00 per 
lecture. 

For additional information, 
contact the Nordic Heritage 
Museum at (206) 789-5707 or 
at www.nordicmuseum.com.  

Modern Finnish Church Architecture Featured in Fall Exhibit  

Alvar Aalto—The Church of the Three Crosses 
- Vuoksenniska Church - Imatra 1956-58 
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When I stopped at a print shop today to 
pick up some materials for the Finlandia 
Foundation, the printer asked what our 
organization does. Somehow, the question 
caught me off-guard, but I recovered 
somewhat and explained that FFSC supports 
Finnish arts and culture in the greater Seattle 
area. I went on to give some examples of the 
kinds of things we do – offer language classes, 
give scholarships, sponsor concerts and other 
events. Ultimately, I probably offered more 
information than the questioner really wanted. 

Mulling over this experience afterwards, I 
thought to myself that it’s good for an 
organization to constantly justify its existence 
in terms of what it accomplishes. And central 
to getting things done is having the people to 
do the work. That brings me to an expression 
of appreciation for the members of the 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter board. 
The new board officially assumed office on 
July 1, 2005, but a number of the members 
are returning. They include Secretary Gay 
Nixon, Membership Secretary Esko Männistö, 
Newsletter Editor Paula Price, and Members-
at-Large Marja Hall, Karoliina Kuisma, Pentti 
Rinne, and Matt Wirkkala. Though all 
returnees, these members range from a few 
months to many years of service. Collectively, 
they represent a highly impressive set of 
experiences and skills. 

It’s also possible to view the new 
members of the board as returnees. How so? 
With the exception of Member-at-Large Hailey 
Lanward, all others are experienced Finlandia 
Foundation volunteers. Vice President Rita 
Koski has said that one of her proudest 
achievements is having previously served on 
the FFSC board, including a stint as president. 
Member-at-Large Satu Mikkola, more newly 
arrived in Puget Sound, brings involvement in 
the Finnish community in the Portland area. 
Also active at the FF national level, Rita and 
Satu are prime movers in the annual Finlandia 
Music and Arts Festival in Poulsbo. They tend 
to confirm the adage my high school band 
teacher frequently recited: “If you want 
something done, give it to a busy person.” 
While appointed late in the life of the out-

going board, Treasurer Fran Whitehill also 
qualifies as a new member with old 
attachments, having also served earlier as 
president of our organization. Now, her 
bookkeeping skills are proving invaluable to 
us. Indeed, the interrupted return of these 
three women to the ranks of our board is a 
stroke of fortune almost too good to be true. 
Thanks to all of them, and to Hailey, a former 
scholarship winner, who, when she moved 
back to Seattle, immediately offered her 
services as a FFSC volunteer. 

Now, an inadequate word of appreciation 
to those retiring members of the board: Vice 
President Minna Rudd, and Members-at-Large 
Pirjo Berg and Tarya Cameron. These women 
brought very different talents and abilities to 
the board, and their contributions will be 
missed in many ways. Pirjo, for example, was 
willing to allow her beautiful watercolor 
paintings of Mount Rainier to be used for a 
calendar that we still hope to make a reality. 
Tarya, who, incidentally, pioneered use of 
United Way as a method for making a very 
generous monthly donation to FFSC, was of 
great assistance in preparing for our annual 
Finnish Independence Day celebrations. 
Minna’s gifts to us were legion. 

She was our very successful grant-writer 
to Suomi Seura. She offered board oversight of 
our highly regarded language school. She 
organized a membership drive that exceeded 
expectations. To my way of thinking, she is 
the ideal volunteer. She has wonderful ideas 
for strengthening the organization, and she is 
willing to work to see that those ideas are 
implemented. We are still trying to think of 
ways of trying to manage without her, and, to 
our great relief, she is still willing to help 
bring some projects to completion. 

Having said all this about the out-going 
and the in-coming board, I need to close by 
being clear about one thing: No matter how 
good the board, Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter can never succeed without the 
support and participation of its members. Your 
membership is the body of the organization, 

(Continued on page 7) 

In Memoriam 

Ron Walter Wirkkala 
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but your active involvement animates the body. 
Keep in touch with the board – write us, email 
us, call us. Give us your ideas, thoughts, and 
suggestions. Tell us what you’d like FFSC to do. 
Then, do what Hailey did and volunteer to help 
out. You will make a difference.  

Gary London, FFSC President 

(Continued from page 6) 

Pihlajavesi 
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The Finnish Lutheran Church 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 
is located just north of 
Seattle, Washington at 8504 
13th Avenue NW.  

We offer worship services in 
both the Finnish and English 
languages. The Finnish 
Language Worship Service is 

on the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of each month. The 
English Language Worship service is offered on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  

Our Worship Services begins at 10:00 AM on 

each Sunday. We offer a Sunday School for the 
younger people to attend during the Worship 
Service.   

We encourage you to stay and join us for 
coffee and refreshments following the Worship 
Service and allow us to share our hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 

On July 9 the Webster's Corners community 
of Maple Ridge, British Columbia dedicated a 
day of activities to honor the earliest Finnish 
settlement in the area at the beginning of 1905. 
Led by Matti Kurikka and a group of other 
pioneers who had left the failed utopian 
commune at Sointula on Malcolm Island, the 

group acquired a shingle bolt operation at 
Kanaka Creek in Webster's Corners, to which 
they later added fishing and agricultural 
activities. 

Although the Sampola commune disbanded 
after seven years, the area continued to attract 

Finnish settlers. In 1916 the Sampo 
Hall was dedicated as a community 
center for Finnish cultural activities. 
The hall still exists, although it is in 
private ownership. A marker to honor 
the Sammon Takojat earliest settlers 
is at the site. 

The celebration at the Webter's 
Corners elementary school included 
children's play activities. The Finnish 
Heritage Tea filled the auditorium 
with interested guests. Community 
activist Eila Rauma Male greeted the 
assembly. Entertainment included 
Finnish songs by Bob Orava from the 
Vancouver area. 

The deadline for the  
October/November Newsletter  

is September 15. 

Webster's Corners, British Columbia Honors  
the Centennial of Finnish Settlement 

Sampo Hall shown around 1930, built 1915-16. 
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 The Tanhuajat Folkdancers will 
complete their summer schedule 
for this, their 31st year, with a 
performance at the Finlandia 
Music and Arts Festival on August 
20 at Poulsbo. Recent 
performances were at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum's Tivoli-Viking 
Days on July 10, the Skandia 
Folkdance Society's 
Midsommarfest at Saint Edward 
State Park on June 26, and at the 
Chittenden Government Locks on 

June 25. 

With typical Finnish sisu, the 
dancers have 
continued their 

practices 
despite an 
unusually difficult 
series of illnesses 
and accidents. 
Nancy Hastings is 
still recovering from 
broken bones, Arn 
Laskemoen is 
battling an illness, 
and most 
recently 
LuAnn 
Williams and 
Steve Crary 
have danced with 
injured limbs. 

Director Sirkku Vasama has 
returned from a vacation at her 
native Turku, having 
experienced a real Juhannus 
with family and friends. Pam 
Crary has capably directed in 

Sirkku's absence, but we all 
welcome Sirkku home again. 

The Tanhuajat invite the 
community to come dance, visit, 
enjoy some pulla and kahvi, as 
we gather for our first meeting, 
an OPEN HOUSE, on September 14 
at the Finnish Lutheran Church, 
8504 - 13th Avenue NW. Whether 
a single or a couple, come and 
join us. Questions about Finnish 
national costume can be 
answered. Play an instrument? 
Bring it along! Tervetuloa, 
welcome to the Tanhuajat Open 
House on September 14. The fun 

begins at 
7:30 PM. 

Tanhuajat Folkdancers kick off the Dance Shoes  
until September 14 Open House 

The Finnish American Heritage Committee is again asking for the participation 
of the Finnish organizations for the 27th Annual Finnish Community Bazaar on 
November 12 at the Nordic Heritage Museum. Sales hours will be from 10 AM to 3 
PM. Details will be mailed to the organizations in early September. 

Mark November 12 on your activity calendar. 

27th Annual Finnish Community Bazaar Returns to Nordic 
Heritage Museum on November 12 
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HANCOCK, MI – A one-year, $25,000.00 grant 
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation has made it 
possible for Finlandia University to establish an 
Advisory Board of Finnish Language Instruction. 
Comprised of North American educators involved 
in all levels of Finnish language instruction, the 
advisory board will study the viability of 
establishing a North American Finnish Language 
Consortium. 

“The teaching of the Finnish language to 
younger generations continues in numerous 
Finnish-settled and Finnish-American 
communities in the U.S. and Canada,” said 
Project Director James Kurtti. “The new 
advisory board will investigate the practicality 
of establishing a central “network hub” or 
consortium of resources for these teachers and 
students of Finnish language and culture.” 

The advisory board will include 
representatives from local elementary and 
secondary public schools, several universities, 
the Concordia College-sponsored Salolampi 
Finnish Language Village, and the Suomi Koulus, 
an informal network offering Finnish language 
instruction to Finnish nationals living in North 
America. 

The first meeting of the advisory board will 
take place this fall. The board will survey 
Finnish language instructors, develop a proposal 
exploring the establishment of a central 
resource body for the support of North American 
Finnish language and culture instruction, and 
investigate and identify sources of funding for a 
Finnish language and culture center. 

Among other items, the advisory board 
study will measure the need for instructional 
materials geared toward North American 
students and teaching methods. With few 
exceptions, current Finnish language instruction 
materials are produced in Finland based on 
Finnish teaching and learning methods. North 
American Finnish language instructors at all 
levels will be surveyed, and their interest in 
professional development and training 
opportunities will be gauged. 

The advisory board will explore options for 
appropriate activities within the consortium, 
investigate areas in which current programs are 
lacking, and identify strategies for filling 
program voids. A survey, statistical studies and 
an action plan will be completed within the next 
12 months. 

In recent years, several Copper Country 
area public schools have included Finnish 

language and culture in their curricula. Calumet 
Elementary School cooperates with “sister-
schools” in Finland, second graders at Hancock 
Elementary School participate in a “Finnish 
Connection” social studies unit, Chassell High 
School offers three levels of Finnish language 
instruction, and elementary-age students in 
Baraga, MI, can select a Finnish-related social 
studies unit. 

In addition, several North American 
institutions of higher learning offer curricula in 
Finnish studies and language, including Finlandia 
University. 

“These varied Finnish language and culture 
programs offer effective educational 
opportunities for their surrounding communities 
and exist on a local or regional level,” said 
Kurtti. “At this time, however, there is not a 
centralized body cooperating to produce 
consistent Finnish language and culture 
programming.” 

Founded by early Finnish immigrants, 
Finlandia University is well placed to coordinate 
the study. The university continues to serve and 
educate many second, third and fourth 
generation Finnish Americans. In addition, 
Finlandia’s Finnish-American Heritage Center, 
the Finnish American Historical Archive, and the 
monthly newspaper “The Finnish-American 
Reporter” serve very visible roles in promoting 
and preserving North American interest in past 
and contemporary Finnish language and culture. 

Of the 623,573 people of Finnish ancestry 
in the U.S., 38% (238,786) live in the three-state 
region of Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Michigan has the largest Finnish population in 
the nation with 17% (101,351) of all citizens 
claiming Finnish ancestry. Over 45% (46,000) of 
these people reside in the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan and represent the single largest 
concentration of Finnish Americans in North 
America. Further, over 38,000 persons of Finnish 
ancestry (25.6% of the entire population of the 
region) live in Finlandia’s primary service area. 

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation was 
established in 1930 “to help people help 
themselves through the practical application of 
knowledge and resources to improve their 
quality of life and that of future generations.” 
Its programming activities center around the 
common vision of a world in which each person 
has a sense of worth; accepts responsibility for 
self, family, community, and societal well-
being; and has the capacity to be productive, 
and to help create nurturing families, responsive 
institutions, and healthy communities. 

To achieve the greatest impact, the 
(Continued on page 21) 

North American Finnish Language 
Consortium 
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HANCOCK, MI – Finlandia University’s Finnish-
American Heritage Center (FAHC) is pleased to 
announce that it has received a grant of $2,325 
through the Museum Assessment Program (MAP) of 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS). 

The MAP institutional assessment funded by 
the grant will assist the FAHC in developing a 
comprehensive plan to expand the Center into a 
national museum of Finnish-American history, art 
and culture. The assessment will incorporate 
recommendations for marketing the proposed 
national museum to the local community and 
beyond, and develop a spending plan and 
concrete operating budget for an expanded 
center. The assessment will be completed in the 
24-month period ending in April 2007. 

The MAP assessment will review the 
museum’s entire management and operations. It 
includes the completion of a self-study workbook, 
an on-site visit by a museum professional 
(surveyor), and a confidential report of 
recommendations for change. “The assessment 
will be a valuable undertaking in pursuit of our 
vision to share the valuable contributions of 
Finland and Finnish-Americans with the Upper 
Peninsula, Michigan, the nation and the world,” 
said James Kurtti, director of the FAHC. 

Finlandia University has a long tradition of 
preserving and promoting its Finnish heritage. 
“The Finnish-American Archive was established in 
1931 with a goal of collecting and preserving 
written material, artifacts and art of Finland and 
Finnish immigrants,” said Kurtti. “It now contains 
the largest collection of Finnish and Finnish-
American art and artifacts in North America.” 

The FAHC was opened in 1991 to house the 
expanding archive collection and provide space 
for the exhibition of Finnish and Finnish-American 
art. “The preservation of the history and culture 
of Finns in American is threatened by the passage 
of time and the lack of a coordinated preservation 
effort,” said Kurtti. “The MAP assessment will 
help the FAHC in its goal to collect, restore, 
preserve, catalogue, share and exhibit the rich 
and diverse contributions of Finnish Americans 
throughout North America.” 

 

 

MAP is a cooperative program between IMLS 
and the American Association of Museums (AAM) 
designed to help museums assess their strengths 
and weaknesses and plot a course for future 
improvements. IMLS provides grants to museums 
to participate in MAP, which is administered by 
AAM. Since 1981, MAP has provided 5,600 
successful assessments, leading to improved 

professional standards and practices within 
museums of all sizes and types. 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services 
is an independent federal grant-making agency 
dedicated to creating and sustaining a nation of 
learners by helping libraries and museums serve 
their communities. To learn more about the 
Institute, please log onto www.imls.gov. 

“The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services supports America’s museums and libraries 
to ensure a lifetime of learning critical to a 
thriving democratic society,” said IMLS Director 
Robert Martin. “The Museum Assessment Program 
grants we make today will help museums 
strengthen professional practices and educational 
services that will benefit communities all across 
the country.” 

The American Association of Museums (AAM) 
is the national service organization representing 
the American museum community. AAM addresses 
the needs of museums to enhance their ability to 
serve the public. AAM disseminates information on 
current standards and best practices and provides 
professional development for staff to ensure that 
museums contribute to public education in its 
broadest sense and protect and preserve our 
cultural heritage. Visit www.aam-us.org for 
additional information. 

The Finnish-American Heritage Center, part 
of Finlandia University, houses the Finnish-
American Historical Archive, the Gloria and Bill 
Jackson Family History Center, an art gallery and 
theatre. Its archive, genealogical center, art 
gallery and theatre are open to the public. 

Finlandia University, founded in 1896 as 
Suomi College, is the only private university in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, and one of only 28 
colleges and universities affiliated with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. It 
remains the only university in North America 
founded by Finnish immigrants. Located in the 
beautifully rugged Upper Peninsula town of 
Hancock, Michigan, Finlandia University is a 
learning community dedicated to academic 
excellence, spiritual growth and service. Please 
visit our web site at www.finlandia.edu. 

For additional information, please contact 
James Kurtti at 906-487-7302. 

Finlandia University Awarded IMLS 
Grant 
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1. Number of retirees in Finland’s 5,200,000 population.   800,000 

2. Estimated number of retirees in Finland by 2030.   1,400,000 

3. Percentage growth in Finnish GDP (gross domestic product) in 2004.  3 

4. Rank of Finland in world’s most competitive economies.   1 

5. Number of times Finland has ranked as most competitive economy in the past four years.   3 

6. Number of Finnish companies operating in China.  200 

7. World rank of Finnish 15-years-olds in reading literacy, math, and science.  1 

8. World rank of Finnish 15-year-olds in problem solving.  2 

9. Country of origin of only news program in classical Latin.   Finland 

10. Rank of Finland in terms of spending on research and development as a percentage of GDP.   3 

11. Number of departures and landings per day in Helsinki-Vantaa Airport.   500 

12. Number of weekly Finnair flights to Asian destinations.  36 

13. Rank of Stockholm, London and Copenhagen as destinations from Finland.   1, 2, 3 

14. Percentage of Finland’s total exports from forest industry.  25 

15. Location in China of Finland-China Innovation Center.  Shanghai 

16. Percentage of Finns who have completed post-primary education.  60 

17. Percentage of Finns who have a university degree or equivalent.   13 

18. Number of universities in Finland.   20 

19. Number of polytechnic institutes in Finland.  29 

20. Unemployment rate in Finland expressed as a percentage.   9 

(Compiled by Gary London from Finland 2005/ Focus on the Economy and Technology)     
 
  
  

FINFO:  The Economy and Technology in Finland 
Being a Compendium of Facts for Fancier of Finland 
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Guide to Finnish Customs and Manners 

Greeting  
 When greeting, the parties shake hands and 

make eye contact. A full bow denotes special 
respect — in normal circumstances, a nod of the 
head is enough. A Finnish handshake is brief and 
firm, and involves no supporting gestures such as 
touching the shoulder or upper arm. When 
greeting a married couple, the wife should be 
greeted first, except on a formal occasion where 
the hosts should first be greeted by the spouse to 
whom the invitation was addressed. Children are 
greeted by shaking hands too. Embracing people 
when greeting them is rare in Finland. A man 
greeting someone in the street should raise his 
hat; in the cold of winter, a touch of the hand to 
the brim of the hat is enough.  

Finns can kiss as well as the next nation, but 
they rarely do so when greeting. Hand-kissing is 
rare, although women find it charming. Friends 
and acquaintances may hug when meeting, and 
kisses on the cheek are not entirely unknown, 
although this habit is not generally found in 
countryside areas. There is no special etiquette 
regarding the number of kisses on the cheek; 
however, most Finns feel that three kisses is going 
a bit far. Men very rarely kiss each other in 
greeting, and never on the mouth in the manner 
of their eastern neighbors.  

Eating 
Finnish cuisine is a mixture of European, 

Scandinavian and Russian elements; table 
manners are European. Breakfast can be quite 
substantial. Lunch is usually taken between 11.00 
and 13.00, a typical lunch break at work lasting 
less than one hour. The once common extended 
business lunches have shrunk to 90 minutes or two 
hours. Dinner is eaten at around 17.00-18.00 at 
home; in restaurants, evening meals are served at 
around 19.00-20.00. Many restaurants stop serving 

some time before they actually close, so it is 
worthwhile checking the opening hours when 
booking a table. Concerts and theatre 
performances usually begin at 19.00 or 19.30, and 
audiences adjourn to restaurants at around 22.00.  

Restaurant menus and home cooking rarely 
involve dishes that Western visitors would not be 
acquainted with. Increased nutritional awareness 
has made the traditionally heavy and fat-rich 
Finnish diet lighter, and the better restaurants 
can cater to a variety of dietary requirements. 
Ethnic restaurants, constantly increasing in 
number, add to the growing choice. Alcoholic 
beverages are commonly consumed with food, 
although at lunch these days they feature very 
little if at all.  

At a dinner party, the host determines the 
seating order if necessary. The guest of honor is 
seated to the right of the hostess (or the host, if 
it is a men-only dinner). This is a seat dreaded by 
most Finns, since the guest of honor is expected 
to say a few words in thanks to the hosts after the 
meal. Guests should not begin to eat until 
everyone has been served; usually, the host will 
propose a toast at the beginning of the meal, 
wishing his guests bon appétit! It is not 
appropriate for guests to drink before this, unless 
the beginning of the meal is exceptionally 
delayed.  

Finns rarely make speeches during a meal, 
except on formal occasions; in such cases, the 
speeches are made between courses. During the 
meal, the host may toast individual guests, or 
guests may toast each other, by raising their 
glasses and making eye contact; once the toast is 
drunk, eye contact should be made again when 
lowering the glass to the table.  

A meal normally concludes with coffee and 
other drinks offered with it. If smoking is allowed 

on the premises, this is the moment to 
bring out the cigars and cigarettes, 
unless the host has allowed or suggested 
this earlier. When rising from the table, 
the guests should thank the hosts briefly 
when they get the chance, regardless of 
whether the guest of honor has done so 
or not.  

A meal is an important form of 
socializing in Finland, as indeed it is 

(Continued on page 14) 

Continuation of The Guide to Finnish Customs and Manners started in the April/May 2005. Because of 
the overwhelming number of activities happening in May we were unable to continue this in the 
June/July issue as originally planned. 
 
Written for Virtual Finland by Olli Alho, director of Programmes Finnish Broadcasting Company.  

Around the bonfire—Kaleva Juhanus 
June 18 in Woodinville 
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elsewhere. The hosts should ensure that the 
meal is of high quality and that the proceedings 
are unhurried yet smooth. Guests are expected 
to participate in the occasion by indulging in 
interesting and amusing conversation with the 
people beside them. Finns have a tendency to 
talk about business even at the dinner table; 
foreigners can safely sabotage this by turning 
the discussion to something completely 
different.  

Drinking  
 Finns consume the equivalent of slightly 

over nine liters of pure alcohol per person per 
year, which is close to the European average. 
Drinking habits mainly follow Scandinavian and 
European practices. There are fewer national 
characteristics than one might think, considering 
that the Finns have a reputation for drinking.  

The most conspicuous national 
characteristic is the relatively high rate of 
consumption of spirits and the related tendency 
of drinking to excess. Consumption of wine and 
beer has increased in recent years, and as a 
result more civilized forms of drinking behavior 
have also become common. Consumption of 
alcohol at lunchtime is less common in the 
business world than used to be the case, and in 
the public sector it is extremely rare.  

Alcohol consumption varies widely by social 
group and, to some extent, by region. The 
influence of Central European or Mediterranean 
drinking habits is primarily visible among urban 
middle and upper middle-class young adults and 
slightly older educated Finns: wines are 
displacing spirits, wine clubs are increasing their 
membership, wine tastings are organized in the 
home, and wine columns in newspapers are 
boosting the sales of recommended wines.  

Most wines and other alcoholic beverages 
are imported and sold by the government-owned 
Alko, and private individuals can only buy 
alcoholic beverages in Alko shops, with the 
exception of lower strength beers and ciders. 
Alko is a major buyer of wines even by 
international standards, which is why it is able 
to stock a wide and geographically 
representative selection of wines of all 
qualities, including top labels. Many restaurants 
import their own wines directly from suppliers 
abroad.  

In homes, wine is normally reserved for 
weekend meals, but meals prepared for guests 
or taken in a restaurant usually involve wine. 
Often — and in the case of Swedish-speaking 
Finns, almost always — a meal is preceded by 
schnapps, a shot of vodka or aquavit in a tiny 
glass. This is considered integral to cold fish 
courses, and absolutely essential for crayfish. 
Swedish-speaking Finns have a custom of 
enlivening the occasion with a line or two of a 

drinking song before each schnapps. Major 
parties have a dedicated toastmaster who 
determines the interval between shots and leads 
the singing. Finnish-speaking Finns have a less 
elaborate and less structured drinking etiquette, 
although there are schnapps songs in Finnish 
too. Schnapps is usually accompanied by mineral 
water, or sometimes beer, which is also 
commonly served with meals. Beer is also used 
to slake the enormous thirst created by the 
sauna.  

A visitor can approach Finnish drinking 
habits as he sees fit. It is not necessary to drink 
a shot of schnapps in one gulp even if your 
neighbor does so; it is enough to raise the glass 
to one’s lips without even swallowing. It is also 
perfectly appropriate to request mineral water 
or non-alcoholic wine with a meal. Lunch is 
usually accompanied by non-alcoholic beverages 
in any case, and non-alcoholic drinks are usually 
provided. The social acceptability of drinking to 
excess is on the decline among young adults, 
and the view that wine is ‘the drink of the wise’ 
is spreading. Abstinence is also promoted by 
legislation; in Finland, the drunken driving limit 
is very low, and the penalties are severe.  

Tipping 
Tipping has never fitted very easily into the 

Finnish way of life. This may have originally 
been due to the traditions of a religion which 
emphasized frugality; today, the rather blunt 
reason for not tipping is that the price paid 
includes any unusual instances of service or 
politeness i.e. the view taken is that "service is 
included". Tipping does nevertheless exist in 
Finland, and you should bear in mind that 
nobody will object to being tipped, and very few 
will mind not being tipped.  

As a rule, service is included in restaurant 
bills. However, an extra service charge is often 
added to bills which are to be paid by the 
customers' employers. Those who pay for their 
own meals and in cash often choose to round the 
bill up to the nearest convenient figure. This 
does not require any complicated arithmetic 
from the customer, as no one cares whether the 
tip really is 10-15% of the total bill.  

Tipping at hotels is fairly rare. If you know 
that you have caused extra trouble for the 
cleaner, it would, of course, be a kind gesture 
to leave a tip. Receptionists should be tipped 
only by long-staying guests at the hotel. Like 
their colleagues across the world, Finnish hotel 
porters will be glad to be tipped the price of a 
small beer. It is also OK to leave a few coins on 
the bar for the barman.  

Taxi drivers do not expect to get a tip as 
such, but customers often pay the nearest 
rounded up figure to the actual fare. Major 
credit cards are usually accepted by taxi drivers, 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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but in this case tipping in cash is most practical.  

If you are the guest of Finnish hosts, you 
should leave any tipping to their discretion.  

Smoking 
Smoking has decreased in recent years, and 

attitudes towards it have become more negative. 
The law prohibits smoking in public buildings and 
workplaces; being generally law-abiding, Finns 
have adapted to this legislation and only smoke in 
areas specially designated for this purpose. 
Nevertheless, smoking is still quite common, even 
among young people. International trends have 
made cigars more popular. An increasing number 
of restaurants and bars provide a selection of 
premium cigars, particularly Havanas, and the 
current conventional wisdom is that a cigar is an 
excellent conclusion to dining out.  

Smokers are expected to be considerate. 
When invited to a private home, a guest should 
ask the hosts if he can smoke even if there are 
ashtrays visible; at a restaurant, too, it is polite 
to ask the rest of the company if they mind you 
smoking. In a private home, smokers may be 
guided to the balcony, which may have the effect 
of reducing the intake of nicotine considerably in 
cold weather. Smokers of long-lasting cigars in 
particular may need to exercise self-control under 
such circumstances.  

Smoking between courses at a meal is 
common but not recommended; the rest of the 
company and the cook in particular will 
appreciate it if the smokers wait until the coffee 
and brandy to light up.  

To be Continued…………………... 

(Continued from page 14) 

Pihlajavesi 
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Finlandia Music and Art Festival, August 20 
WHAT: Second Annual Finlandia Music and Art Festival 
WHO: by Finlandia Foundation 
WHY: to support the Finlandia Foundation National Scholarship and Grants Program 
WHEN: Saturday, August 20, from 10 am until dark 
WHERE: Northwest College of Art campus in Poulsbo, Washington 
MORE INFO: www.finlandiafoundation.org or 206-363-0225/360-697-2688 
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Finlandia Music Camp 
Wednesday and Thursday, August 17-18, 2005 

At the Trinity Lutheran College, Issaquah, WA 
 
  

 This special event will feature workshops taught by Kantele Masters such as Eija Kankaanranta, 

Wilho Saari, and Cathy Cushing, Early Childhood Music Educator Sini Nykänen and  Choral Music 
Specialist Maria Mannisto! 

 

 Workshops include: 
Kantele 

Children’s 5-string (with 12-year-old Anttu from Finland demonstrating his electric kantele!) 
Adult’s Beginner and Intermediate 5- and 10-string 

Adult’s Big Kanteles 

Early Childhood Music Education 
Featuring Sini Nykänen’s educational theme “Ta-Ta-Mus” (“Tarinasta Tanssien Musikkiin”, 

or “from Stories via Dancing to Music”) 
Choral Singing and Voice 

All ages welcome! 
 

 There will be a concert open to the public on Thursday August 18th at 7:00 p.m. to showcase the 
accomplishments of the participants! 

 

 The cost for this 2-day event is $90 for adults and $45 for 
children 

Dorm housing and meals also available on site for reasonable rates. 
 

 For more information, contact Satu Mikkola at (360) 697-2688 or e-mail satumik@comcast.net 
 

 REGISTRATION FORM ON NEXT PAGE 
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The 2nd Annual Finlandia Music and Arts Festival is just around the corner. 
 

 Saturday, August 20, 2005 is quickly approaching and the festival coordinators need your help 
to kickstart this great event at the Northwest College of Art, in Poulsbo, WA. 

 
 Volunteers (that's you!) are needed ASAP to help with a wide range of festival activities (see list 
below). Volunteer by yourself or with the whole family. Tax deductible donations are also wel-
come. Proceeds from the festival will benefit the Finlandia Foundation® National Scholarship 

and Grants Program. 
 

1. Food Preparation and Service 
2. Traffic and Parking Lot Control, Security,  
3. Entry fee Sales 
4. Festival Booth Sales,  
5. Silent Auction Coordinators 
6. Children’s Program Activities, Childcare 
7. Early Morning Seating and Booth set-up 
8. Late Evening Clean-Up 
9. Raffle Ticket Sales 
10. Other….(you name it!) 

 
 YES! I would like to help support the Finlandia Foundation® National Scholarship and Grants 
Program! (Please check the appropriate square(s) and fill in your contact information below.) 

 
 I would like to volunteer my time during the festival weekend. I have circled below the activi-

ties that I would be most interested in assisting with. 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 I would like to make a tax deductible contribution to the Finlandia Foundation  
Scholarship and Grants fund. My support of the Finlandia Music and Art Festival in the amount 

of $......................... is enclosed. 
 

 My name:………………………..…................…..Phone #..........…………………………. 
Address…………....................................................E-mail….…………………………….... 

(Please mail your reply card to:  Rita Vermala-Koski, 1243 NW Blakely Court,  
Seattle, WA 98177 

Or contact Rita by phone: 206-363-0225 or by email: akoski@aol.com) 
Kiitos !                    Tack !                 Thank You ! 

The Finlandia Music and Art Festival 
needs your help! 
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Scholarship:   
• Lasse Peter Männistö, Bellevue, WA 
 
Grants:  
• Finnish Choral Society of  Seattle, WA 
• Kantele Masters, performers & instructors from Finland for the Finlandia Music and 

Art Festival and the Finlandia Music Camp 
• Livakat, the Northwest Kantele Players of Portland, OR 
• Messiah Lutheran Finnish Church of Portland, OR 
• The Nordic Heritage Museum of Seattle, WA 
• The Seattle Chamber Players of Seattle, WA 
• The Swedish Finn Historical Society of Seattle, WA 
  

 Come and enjoy Finnish art & music. See you in Poulsbo on August 20.  
 For more information about the festival or the Finlandia Foundation please visit  

www.finlandiafoundation.org or call 206-363-0225/360-697-2688. 

 

The following local individuals and  
organizations received the FFN scholarships  
and grants for 2005: 

 

foundation targets its grants toward specific 
areas. These include: health; food systems and 
rural development; youth and education; and 
philanthropy and volunteerism. Within these 
areas, attention is given to exploring learning 
opportunities in leadership; information and 
communication technology; capitalizing on 
diversity; and social and economic community 
development. Grants are concentrated in the 
United States, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and the southern African countries of Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Swaziland, and Zimbabwe. 

For additional information, please contact 
Project Director James Kurtti, 906-487-7302, or 
Project Coordinator Anna Leppänen, 906-487-
7273. 

601 Quincy St., Hancock, MI 49930 
(800) 682-7604 (906) 482-5300 
www.finlandia.edu   

karen.johnson@finlandia.edu 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Recipe 
Summer Soup Kesäkeitto  

Here is an old favorite we have featured in the past. This is just another 
variation, of which there are as many as there are cooks. 

1. Heat water to boiling in a medium pot; add potatoes.  

2. Reduce heat and simmer until potatoes are tender, approximately 15 to 20 minutes.  

3. Add salt, pepper, butter, onions, carrots and green beans. 

4. Simmer until tender, then add peas.  

5. In a small bowl, stir together half-and-half and flour until smooth. 

6. Stir into the simmering vegetables.  

7. Cook, stirring constantly until the soup is slightly thickened.  

8. Serve immediately.  Serves 4. 

  
Serve the soup hot together with slices of rye bread and butter and maybe a cheese 
platter.  

 

If you would like to submit a recipe for the newsletter, please send to the editor at 
Paula.Price@finns.org, or call 425-868-1822. 

2 cups water  
5 small potatoes, peeled and halved  
1 teaspoon salt  
1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper  
2 tablespoons butter  
6 cups green onions, cut into 3 inch lengths  
12 baby carrots  
1 1/2 pounds fresh green beans, cut into 1-
inch lengths  

2 cups fresh shelled green peas or 1 (10 
ounce) package of frozen tiny green peas  
2 cups half-and-half  
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour  



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50  Lifetime $300 
 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  ____  

 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or 

advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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