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Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle   

 

Aug 17 6:30 pm FRIGG folk musicians from Kaustinen in 
Kenmore City Summer Concert Series 

Saint Edward State Park, 
Juanita Dr NE & NE 145th St 

Aug 24-26  United Finnish Kaleva Grand Lodge 
Convention 

Berkeley, CA 

Sep 13 7:30 pm Tanhuajat Folkdancers Open House FLC, Seattle 

Sep 15  FFSC Newsletter Deadline For October/November Issue 

Sep 22-23 9 am – 3 pm United Finnish Kaleva Lodge 11 Yard 
Sale 

8617 - 18th Ave SW.  
Information: 206 763 7382 

Sep 24 4:30 pm Northern Lights Auktion to benefit the 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

Information: 206 789 5707 

Sep 27  FF POY Nominations Deadline 
Satu Mikkola, POY Coordinator 

Email: satum@aol.com 

Sep 27 7:30 pm Films from Finland series resumes with 
Pelikaanimies (Pelican Man) 

SCC, WA 

Sep 28  FFSC Finnish Language Classes Begin FLC, Seattle 

Oct 6-8 11 am – 7 pm Scandinavian Heritage Festival & 
Oktoberfest NW, Pavilion Hall 

Western Washington 
Fairgrounds, Puyallup, WA 

Nov 4 10 am – 3 pm Finnish Community Bazaar NHM, Seattle 

Nov 18 - 19  29th Annual Yulefest NHM, Seattle 

Dec 2 6 pm Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla,  Finland's 
Independence Day Celebration 

SCC, Seattle 

 



Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
 
President, Gary London,  

Phone: 206-632-3357 
garyjlondon@comcast.net 

 
Vice President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 
Email: koskeni@aol.com 

 
Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: genna3@juno.com 
 
Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  

Email: kuisma@u.washington.edu 
 
Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net 
 
Newsletter Editor, Paula Linnala Price 

Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: paula.price@finns.org 

 
Members-at-Large 

Marja Hall 

Satu Mikkola 

Mikko Männistö 

JoAnne Rudo 

Mia Spangenberg 

Sirkku Vasama 

Matt Wirkkala 

 
 
 

 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by email. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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In my greeting to you in 
the last issue of the FFSC 
Newsletter, I noted that some 
changes occurred in the 
composition of the board of 
directors at the beginning of 
our organizational year on July 
1. I noted then that I’ve more 
to say about board members 
leaving and entering the board, 
and now is the time to do so. 

In many respects we were 
very fortunate this year, for we 
lost only three board members – 
one to a move from the area 
and two others to 
“retirement.” The former is 
Hailey Lanward, who was a 
student of Finnish at the 
University of Washington, spent 
some time in Finland and 
elsewhere, then returned to 
Seattle to work and was elected 
member-at large in FFSC. 
Hailey now has an opportunity 
to extend her education 
abroad. We will miss her, for 
she has been a source of many 
good ideas on our board. It’s 
become a cliché to describe 
certain people as “thinking 
outside the box,” but, in 
Hailey’s case, the description is 
apt. She possesses a highly 
fertile and creative mind, and 
we benefited from her 
contributions in our board 
meetings. Hailey has a special 
love of Finnish film and was one 
of the eager and energetic 
supporters of the “Films from 
Finland” series, inaugurated in 
January of this year. Hailey also 
put her strong writing gifts to 
work for us, doing, among other 
things, a profile on Solveig 
Torvik, author of Nikolai’s 
Fortune, and an article on the 
absence of Finnish films in the 
recent Seattle International 
Film Festival. We wish Hailey 
well as she continues her 
education and hope to see her 
back in Seattle after its 
completion. 

Feeling that life had simply 
become too busy for her, our 
previous secretary, Gay Nixon, 
felt it necessary to leave the 
board before the end of her 

term, but she gave diligent and 
careful attention to her duties 
during the time she served. 
Well-known for her music-
making with Northwest 
Pelimannit, Gay was willing to 
take on the recording secretary 
role for nearly three years. 
During that time, she could 
always be counted on for full 
minutes, even when sometimes 
frustrated by the rapid-fire 
nature of board discussions and 
deliberations. We know that 
Gay will continue to be an 
important presence wherever 
there is activity in the local 
Finnish community.  

It is hard to imagine a FFSC 
board without Pentti Rinne, 
who stepped down this year 
after more years of service than 
any of us can easily calculate. 
Pentti has served in virtually 
every position on the board – 
from president to member-at-
large, the position he held at 
the time of his leaving us. 
Perhaps Pentti will be best 
remembered as long-time 
membership secretary of our 
organization. During those 
years, he managed the 
membership records in such a 
clear and systematic fashion 
that we all wondered what 
would become of us when he 
quit. We had no cause for 
concern, for Pentti made it 
clear that he would not leave 
until he had trained someone to 
replace him. That someone 
turned out to be Esko Männistö, 
who is now in his second year as 
membership secretary. 

He has obviously been 
well-schooled by Pentti. 
Although he now holds no 
official position on the board, 
Pentti continues to make 
himself indispensable to our 
chapter by maintaining and 
activating the list of email 
recipient when we have 
information or reminders for 
them. Each time you receive 
one of those important ticklers, 
you may be assured that Pentti 
is still at work.  

How fortunate we are to 

have had the services of Hailey, 
Gay and Pentti and, equally, to 
have four new board members 
(profiles begin appearing in 
future issues of the newsletter). 
Mia Spangenberg, a graduate 
student in Finnish at the UW, 
was actually appointed to the 
board to replace Karoliina 
Kuisma as a member-at-large 
when Karoliina took over the 
recording secretary 
responsibilities in Gay’s 
absence. Elected in our April 
membership meeting as 
members-at-large are Mikko 
Männistö, JoAnne Rudo, and 
Sirkku Vasama. All of these 
individuals bring with them 
extensive experience in the 
local Finnish community. Mikko 
has been actively involved in 
Suomi Koulu and in many 
musical groups, from the 
Finnish Choral Society to its 
jazzy Quartet. JoAnne Rudo is 
most engaged in the Katrilli 
dance group, both as a dancer 
and information person. Sirkku 
Vasama is returning to the 
board of FFSC, having served 
previously in a number of 
positions. She has also taught in 
its language classes. In the first 
meeting of the newly-
constituted board on July 5, 
these individuals already 
demonstrated the kind of 
eagerness and energy that will 
keep our organization moving 
forward  

Finally, a word of deep 
gratitude to all the returning 
board members. It would be 
hard to imagine a harder-
working, more dedicated group 
than Vice President Rita 
Vermala-Koski, Treasurer Fran 
Whitehill, Secretary Karoliina 
Kuisma, Membership Secretary 
Esko Männistö, Newsletter 
Editor Paula Linnala Price, and 
Members-at-Large Marja Hall, 
Satu Mikkola, and Matt 
Wirkkala. This combination of 
returning and new folks 
promises one of the best years 
ever for Finlandia Foundation 

(Continued on page 15) 

President’s Message 
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In Memoriam 
Pamela Nalli Crary, Sylvia Ekman, Walter Forsström, 

Eli Hepokoski, Laina Lassila Taipale 
 

Condolences to 
Steve Crary, in the loss of his wife, Pamela 

Leo Nalli, in the loss of his daughter, Pamela 

Ulla Forsström, in the loss of her husband, Walter  

LynetteTaipale Myers, in the loss of her mother 

Aune Hepokoski, in the loss of her husband 

In Memoriam  -  Sylvia Ekman 
To a dear friend and longtime FFSC 
member, Sylvia Ekman: We cherish the 
memories we have of this delightful 
Finnish lady. She was our Advanced Class 
teacher for many years. Thanks to her we 
are now able to communicate at an 
improved pace both in writing and 
verbally with our friends and relatives in 
Finland. She made the classes interesting 
and enjoyable---we did not want to miss a 
class session. She provided structured 
lessons in grammar and assigned weekly 
homework. In addition, each week she 
wrote a page totally in Finnish for us to 
translate; it was an ongoing story using 
current vocabulary words. It was also a 
joy to spend time with her socially in the 
many get-togethers that we shared. We 
will miss her and her fine sense of humor. 

~ Aini Messmer and Esther Sellers  

Memorial Donation in Memory of Allan E Rein 
who died April 17th in Seattle - leaving wife Patricia of 
65 yrs, son Gerald Allan Rein & his wife Geri, 10 beloved 
grandchildren plus 19 great grandchildren. Also nieces 
and nephews, children of his sister Aili Rein Casey and his 
brother Leslie, both preceded him in death.  

Memorial Donations to the FFSC 

Scholarship fund in Memory of  
Sylvia Ekman 
 
from: 
Liisa Keranen 
Fred and Aini Messmer 
Ray and Edna Metter 
Esther Sellers 
Doris and Dale Snow 
Dave and Jeri Starret 
Leo Utter  

Celebration of Life for Pamela Nalli Crary 
Pam and Steve Crary lived in Colorado for two 

separate periods. Almost before they were settled in, 
Pam had sought out the Colorado Finns and offered to 
help in whatever way she could. She was immediately 
pressed into service as the club's secretary, and attended 
and participated in almost all the club's events. Among 
other things, she baked the best pulla, and always 
brought it to our annual Pikkujoulu.  

While she was in the Denver area, she studied Finnish. 
Lessons were held at Dr. Jim Pulju's office. She brought 
her enthusiasm for Finnish folk dancing to Denver, too, 
and introduced us to her father, Leo.  

The Crarys had a Finnish exchange student at the same 
time Ruth and Jim Pulju did. This was another example 
of Pam's giving to the greater Finnish community.  

She was always cheerful--not necessarily a Finnish 
characteristic, but certainly a part of Pam's charm, and 
her loving nature.  

The best news for us would have been if had heard 
that Pam and Steve were coming back again to Colorado. 

With sadness, love for Pam, and sympathy for Steve. 

From the many Colorado friends of Pam and Steve  
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The Arts 
By Brad Larson 

Of the innumerable works of 
literature ever created, there 
are very, very few to which 
entire university courses are 
devoted. Elias Lönnrot’s The 
Kalevala is such a work and is 
known and revered throughout 
the world. Although it is a 
technically sound and 
thoroughly interesting work, this 
alone would not be grounds on 
which to base such widely 
acknowledged importance. Since 
it is not merely the story or its 
aesthetics that garnered this 
work such acclaim, the question 
is raised as to what the actual 
motivating factor is. This factor 
is best seen through an 
examination of the 
circumstances under which The 
Kalevala was composed and also 
through its repercussions which 
can be felt even today, over one 

hundred and fifty years after its 
first publishing.  

The essence of a nation found 
in poetry 

Setting the stage for the 
emergence of Lönnrot’s 
compilation of poems onto the 
national stage in Finland was 
the sweeping zeitgeist of 
National Romanticism. This 
notion was based on the idea 
that the everyday people of a 
certain region were true 
examples of the identity of that 
particular place and could 
rightfully claim sovereignty of 
that area. Johann Gottfried von 
Herder was the most famous 
philosophical proponent of this 
ideal. Herder maintained that a 
nation was of organic origin and 
had a similar structure to that 
of a family. He also thought that 
the truest forms of poetry to 

come from a people were made 
before that nation had become 
civilized. His thoughts inspired 
people like the Brothers Grimm 
to travel about the countryside 
of their own nations in an 
attempt to discover the true 
nature of the people as a whole. 
The power of such thought also 
motivated others to want to 
claim that their people had 
some true form of poetry in 
Herder’s sense. From this came 
such works as James 
Macpherson’s Ossian. It is 
claimed that he collected 
antique poetry and shaped it to 
fit the modern reader in order 
to achieve some following. With 
such a strong feeling 
surrounding original folk stories 
in Europe it is of little surprise 
that Finland followed suit and 
entered the field with The 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Why is the Kalevala still studied today?  

Family Movie Begins Fall “Films from Finland” Program  

After a summer hiatus in July and August, the 
“Films from Finland” series resumes on 
September 27 with the popular family film, 
Pelikaanimies (Pelican Man), based on a 
children’s book, Ihmisen vaatteissa (In Human 
Clothing) by Leena Krohn.  

This 2004 movie is about the relationship that 
develops between 10-year-old Emil, who has 
moved to the city after his parents’ separation, 
and Mr. Berd – a pelican disguised as a human. 
After a chance meeting, the two become fast 
friends, as Emil teaches his pelican pal the ways 
of humans, and Mr. Berd offers the boy refuge 
from his unhappy home life. 

Ultimately, the friendship is threatened by 
the intervention of adults, who understand 
neither the pelican nor Emil. With the help of his 
friends, however, a more confident Emil is able to 
devise and carry out a plan to save the pelican he 
has come to love. 

This film’s messages of friendship, 
acceptance, and loyalty have resonated 
throughout the world, as Pelikaanimies has been 
shown at some 40 international film festivals. It 
has won prizes from the Czech Republic, to 
Chicago, to Cairo. In Finland, it won Jussi awards 
for best sound and best set design and a 
nomination for Kari Ketonen, who plays the 
pelican who wants to be a human. 

Like all other films in the series, 
Pelikaanimies will be shown at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Swedish Cultural Center at 1920 Dexter Avenue 
North in Seattle. Free parking is available 
adjacent to the Center or across the street.  

This film is suitable for all family members 
five years of age and older. It is in Finnish, with 
English sub-titles, and is 90 minutes in length.  

Because this is a family film, all children 
(Continued on page 7) 

Brad Larson is a first-year Finnish student in the University of Washington. He was one of 
the ten students to participate this year’s “Kalevala and the Epic Tradition” class, offered 

by the Department of Scandinavian Studies.  
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Emil’s age (10) and under will have 
free passage to the film. Others are 
requested to make a $5.00 
donation. Child-friendly 
refreshments will be available, too. 

(Continued from page 6) 

       Films from Finland 

July 26 and August 23 No films. 
 
September 27 Pelikaanimies (The Pelican Man), 2004, 84 minutes. 
Widely acclaimed by Finnish critics, this movie has also been well received internationally. It is a 
fantasy about a pelican that becomes human and befriends a boy who is adjusting to a move to the 
big city. Naturally, the adult world begins to intrude. For the entire family. 
 
October 25 Eläville ja Kuolleille (For the Living and the Dead), 2005. 
Based closely on a true story, this film explores the aftermath of a death of a son on the survivors – 
father, mother, and brother. Hannu-Pekka Björklund won a Jussi for his realistic portrayal of the 
grief-stricken father. Tender, touching, and brutally honest. For adults and mature teens.    
 
November 22 Vares, 2004, 95 minutes. 
From a popular series of novels about private detective Jussi Vares, this film has a convoluted plot, 
a hard-drinking anti-hero, a beautiful blond femme fatale, and a superior supporting cast of 
baddies and thugs. Think you’ve seen all this before? Think again. Adults and mature teens.   
 
December 27 Audience Choice  
 
All films are shown at the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter North, at 7:30 p.m.  
A $5.00 donation is requested at the door to cover the costs of Films from Finland. Refreshments 
are available, and there is ample free parking near the Swedish Cultural Center.  

Searching for Hoquiam 
Genealogical Information  

 

I'm currently looking for a family bible with genealogical 
information that was donated to the Finnish-American society 
of Hoquiam, Washington. However, I'm unable to find contact 
information for this particular society. 

The last owners of the bible were Hugo and Saimi Niemi. 
They immigrated in 1909 and settled in Aberdeen Washington. 
The bible was donated to "the Finnish- American society in 
Hoquiam" by their daughter Irma Niemi Rosmaryn. I'm only 
interested in the family information written inside. 

Thank you very much.  

Doug & Mariah Niemi 
niemi@netscape.com 
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Kalevala. 

Gabriel Porthan, a prime 
player in the study of Finnish 
natural history in the nineteenth 
century, felt sympathy for 
MacPherson in that he saw 
themselves in similar positions. 
That is, having a wealth of 
poetry but no epic tying it all 
together. In Porthan’s 
dissertation, Dissertatio de Poesi 
Fennica, it is argued that Finnish 
oral poetry was more 
sophisticated than earlier 
assumed, even more so that the 
poetry found in literature 
(Honko). Honko states that this 
gave Finnish poetry prestige 
enough to create a demand for a 
national epic. Amidst this flurry 
of ideas are Becker and his 
student Lönnrot. Becker had 
been studying the historical 
nature of the folk-hero 
Väinämöinen, whom he saw as a 
major actor in the history of 
Finland. His student, Lönnrot, 
decided to collect oral poetry 
from around the Finnish 
countryside to further the cause. 
The eventual result, as we all 
know, is The Kalevala.  

So, considering the 
circumstances under which this 
epic was forged, the motivations 
for its creation become quite 
clear. The rest of Europe had be 
in an uproar over the new-found 
importance of the oral poetry of 
the common folk since Herder, 
among others, began stressing 
their significance in the late 
eighteenth century. Finland, 
being under the yolk of a foreign 
power at the time, namely 
Russia, had the need to assert 
itself as a justified people unto 
themselves. This untapped 
resource of oral poetry of the 
peasantry was the logical way of 
doing this. The effects are 
obvious and most notably 

include Finland’s declaration of 
independence from Russian in 
1917.  

Expressions of nationhood 

But Finland’s route to 
independence was not a simple 
one, but in large part due to a 
group of artists in late 
nineteenth century. This group 
or artists formed the movement 
known as Karelianism. It was due 
to this group, along with the 
earlier Lönnrot, that Finland 
gained international visibility 
and changed its status as a 
backwater land. Although there 
were numerous participants in 
the Karelianism movement, a 
few stood out and continue to be 
revered by Finns and others even 
today. These Karelianists were 
Johan Julius Christian Sibelius 
and Akseli Gallen-Kallela. They 
were inspired by the work of 
Lönnrot and through their efforts 
helped forge the independent 
state of Finland. 

The first of these artists is 
Sibelius. He is seen as the 
Finnish national composer and 
was instrumental in bringing the 
ideas of the Kalevala to the 
forefront. In his first foray into 
the myths of The Kalevala he 
created the symphonic poem 
Kullervo about the infamous 
character. He followed this up 
with another portrait of a 
Kalevala character in his 
Lemminkäinen Suite, and in 
addition to that he created many 
other folk poetry-based 
compositions. Following in the 
spirit of the time, he made 
several expeditions into the 
Finnish countryside to look for 
songs and poems to inspire his 
works. This was Karelianism at 
its purest and gave the Finnish 
people much needed cultural 
credibility at home and abroad. 

Another Karelianist was 
Gallen-Kallela. He was inspired 

by the raw, realistic 
emotions invoked by 
Lönnrot’s work. He 
made numerous 
paintings, but a few 
have become so 
accepted as to 
become the 
archetypes for what 
people think when 
the think of the 

Kalevala. The most famous of 
these is The Defense of the 
Sampo which details the epic 
confrontation of good and evil 
and has been parodied many 
times. His depiction of the dead 
Lemminkäinen and his mother 
coming to his aid is also among 
the images ingrained in the 
minds of those aware of the 
Kalevala. And many foreigners 
became aware of it because of 
Gallen-Kallela’s international 
status. As discussed in class, he 
lived Paris for a time and 
presented his works at the Paris 
World Fair in 1900. Because of 
this, he assisted the prestige of 
Finnish mythology and 
nationhood. 

Influenced by the Kalevala 

As it has been seen, the 
zeitgeist that had been floating 
around Europe from the late 
eighteenth century to the mid-
nineteenth century helped 
produce The Kalevala. It, in 
turn, inspired artists within 
Finland to also champion their 
culture in a combined effort that 
eventually earned Finland its 
independence. These 
accomplishments are impressive 
but they alone did not give The 
Kalevala the importance that it 
has today, and might not be 
enough on which to justify 
basing an entire university-level 
course. What helps push the 
significance of this work to that 
high level is the influence that it 
had on the nationalist 
movements of other countries 
and peoples. The Estonian 
national epic, Kalevipoeg, and 
the critically lauded Sámi film 
The Pathfinder both display 
some evidence of being 
influenced by The Kalevala. 

Friedrich Reinhold 
Kreutzwald’s Kalevipoeg bears 
many striking similarities to 
Lönnrot’s The Kalevala. The 
most basic is found in how 
Kreutzwald went about 
compiling his national epic. As 
he says in his own preface, he 
had to change many of the 
poems that he collected to fit 
better into a linear storyline and 
that he “selected…only the best, 
and threw the weaker versions 
overboard” if the songs were not 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES FALL TRIMESTER 2006 
 

12 classes to be held on Thursdays from 7 to 9 pm at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

September 28 - December 21 

 

Instruction offered for Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced students. 

 

 

NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. 

Registration is on first come first served basis. 

 

Fall tuition is $96 and will be due upon registration. 

 

Student information 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Name Email 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address City, Zip 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Best time to call 

 

Beginner class    □ Intermediate class □   Advanced class □ 

 
Payment amount $ _______      Check # ________      Payment date ______________ 

 
Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to 

principal teacher John Parker or mail to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter,  

P.O. Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175-0052. 

 

For more information about the language classes, please contact principal teacher  

John Parker (206) 755-9310 or email parkerjw@myuw.net 

 

Registration questions – contact Karoliina Kuisma, kuisma@u.washington.edu 
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29th Annual Yulefest 
The Nordic Heritage Museum will host its popular Annual Yulefest on November 18 & 19. The Holiday 
event will be celebrated in style with colorful vendor booths, entertainers and traditional 
Scandinavian food. The ever-popular craft room for the children is returning, as are many musical 
performers, all to inspire holiday cheer!  
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easily assimilated in his work as 
a whole. Kreutzwald’s precursor, 
and the man whose position his 
filled in creating Kalevipoeg, 
Friedrich Robert Faehlmann, also 
co-opted an entire hierarchy of 
gods for the saga. They adopted 
“Taara”, an analogue to the 
Norse god “Thor” one assumes, 
to be the main deity and they 
also borrow liberally from 
Finnish folk heroes and gods such 
as “Vanemuine” (Väinämöinen), 
“Ilmarine” (Ilmarinen), and 
“Lämmeküne” (Lemminkäinen) 
as well as others. Despite the 
artificiality of this 
pseudomythology and the 
eventual critiques of it, the 
Estonian people took to these 
characters and accepted them as 
their own. This gave them, as 
the heroes of The Kalevala gave 
to the Finnish people, a source 
of national identity and pride. 
This was important, especially in 
a time in which most of the 
Estonians were serfs under 
German masters, and without it, 
history may have been altered 
drastically. 

Interpreting the Kalevala 

As a continuation of the 
“Kalevala Process”, 
reinterpretations of the original 
epic prove to be evidence of the 
myths’ further evolution and 
maintenance of relevance. 
Popular bands such as Värttinä, 
Hedningarna, and Amorphis 
incorporate motifs from oral 
poetry and songs into their own 
music and breathe new life into 
the old forms. Hedningarna, a 
band from Sweden figuratively 
follow in Lönnrot’s footsteps as 
they traveled throughout Karelia 
to find inspiration for a new 
album in 1998. The Finnish band 
Amorphis is famous for 
incorporating Lönnrot’s work 
into their music, for example the 
rendition of My Kantele. They 
also even named their 1999 
album Tuonela after the fictional 
land of the dead in The Kalevala. 
These bands have taken the 
ideas present in The Kalevala 
and re-worked them into a new 
and entertaining form and are 
popular throughout Europe. 

Many diverse works of 

literature have also been 
influence by Lönnrot’s epic. The 
most obvious of which are the 
popular comic book renditions of 
The Kalevala. This, along with 
other cartoon interpretations, 
follows the storyline closely and 
is quite popular in Finland, but 
less so elsewhere. More popular 
world-wide is J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Silmarillion. As discussed in 
class, there are many similarities 
between not only the names of 
characters and events to those in 
The Kalevala, but also striking, 
although perhaps coincidental, 
consistencies between the 
artificial language in the book 
and Finnish. The reach of 
Lönnrot’s work has spread to all 
reaches of the earth, even the 
University of Washington where 
staff member Nick DiMartino 
adapted The Kalevala into a play 
production called The Sampo 
(performed in FinnFest 1999) 
after the mythical object of 
desire in the original myths. As 
can be seen, the Finnish national 
epic has an impact on common 
cultural entertainment as well as 
important struggles for identity, 
which only adds to the 
significance of the original work. 

The question of why Elias 
Lönnrot’s The Kalevala is still 
studied today is easily answered 
when the circumstances that 
brought it forth and the 
consequences it had, large and 
small, are being considered. On 
one hand it is important because 
it a tangible relic and evidence 
of a time in history when the art 
of the common folk was first 
praised by the intelligentsia. 
Also, and perhaps more 
importantly, it had immense 
actual impact on the course of 
multiple nations for decades 
after it was published. The same 
cannot be said for most single 
pieces of art in all of history. And 
that it has been adapted so 
many times in countless 
different ways is an aesthetic 
testament to the quality and 
value of the original work. For 
these reasons we still study and 
will continue to do so. 

 

 

(Continued from page 8) 
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By Phil Raistakka 

NASELLE-ASTORIA - FinnFest USA '06 was a huge 
success as measured by the most criteria! The 
annual national festival, which was hosted this 
year by the Finnish American Folk Festival of 
Naselle, WA and the United Finnish Kaleva 
Brothers and Sisters of Astoria, OR 
Lodge #2, was held in those two towns 
from July 26 to 30. Pre-registered 

attendees 
totaled about 
900 people 
from all across 

the USA, Finland, and Canada. While no official 
count of attendance was possible, the 
"guestimate" for attendance was over 6,000 
people attending at least some of the five days 
of activities. 

The festival started in Astoria, with two days 
of the Cultural Programming Series (lectures, 
panels, films, etc.) offered at Astoria High School 
(AHS). Other displays by Nathan Muus of the 
Saamibaika organization, Wayne Beals of 
Puyallup who brought his war memorabilia 
collection, and Les Ristinen who showed his 
antique puukko (knife) collection, and a 

Salolampi school 
for kids were also 
present at AHS. 
The festival's 
opening ceremony 
on the first night 
of the festival was 

attended by over 400 people. 
The first two days of the 
festival included late 
afternoon and evening 
programs offered in Astoria. 

On the third day of the 
festival, the activity switched 
to Naselle, where it was 

centered in 
the Naselle-
Grays River 
Valley Schools 
buildings for two days. 
There, a complete festival 
of cultural events, music 
in many forms, 
demonstrations, displays, 
and presentations took 
place for two days. 
Attendance on the third 
day of the festival at least 
equaled the old one-day 
festival which has been 
held in Naselle since 
1982. Late afternoon and 
evening 
programs were 
centered in 
Astoria, where 
some of the 
events played 
to a sold out 
full house. 

The fourth 
day was the 
BIG day of the 
festival with 
attendance at Naselle exceeding 3,000 people. 
Festival organizers stated that the fourth day 
attendance approached the site's capacity. As 
one of the festival committee members put it, "If 
more folks would have \showed up, I don't know 

(Continued on page 13) 

Astoria / Naselle FinnFest USA '06 a Huge Success 
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where we would 
have put them - 
or their cars. It 
appeared that 
everyone who 
came on 
Saturday, came in 
two cars, if they 
weren't riding the 
shuttle busses 
from Astoria." 

The Saturday 
night agenda 
included 
programs at both 
sites - Naselle and 
Astoria - and the 
last of five dances 
which were held 
every night of the 
festival. The 

awarding of two round trip tickets to 
Finland provided by Icelandair and 
FinnFest USA '06, as well as a dozen 
other raffle prizes, were awarded to 
the lucky winners prior to the dance. 

The last day of the festival, 
Sunday, was a day of worship at 
services held in both towns, followed 
by the ever-present coffee and 
pulla. After four days of beautiful 
festival weather, the outdoor closing ceremonies 

in 

Naselle were cut short by a short but 
fairly hard rain squall which ended 
with the "passing of the torch" to 
Ashtabula, Ohio where Finns will 
again gather for FinnFest USA 2007.  

(Continued from 
page 12) 

Astoria / Naselle FinnFest 

All FinnFest photos by Esko Männistö 
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 Written for Virtual Finland by Katja Pantzar 

The surprise win of the 51st Eurovision Song 
Contest by Finland’s heavy rockers Lordi has 
created divided opinions amongst the Finnish 
public – but the majority of Finns have adopted 
the band as their new national heroes. 

The Eurovision Song Contest has long been 
associated with light and peppy pop and beauty 
queens. That all changed as history was made on 
Saturday night, May 20, at the 51st Eurovision 
Song Contest in Athens, Greece. When Finnish 
masked monster rockers Lordi won the Eurovision 
Song Contest with 292 points (more than any 
winner has ever received in the contest’s history), 
not only did they snag the first-ever Eurovision 
win for a heavy metal band, they also made 
history for Finland, which had never even placed 
in the top three before. 

"This is a victory for rock music and also for 
open-mindedness," said Mr Lordi, the band’s lead 
singer whose stage name is the same as that of 
the band. 

Finland has been celebrating the victory, a 
welcome surprise for a country that is not used to 
receiving any Eurovision points. 

In the hours following the win, "Hard Rock 
Hallelujah" quickly became the nation’s unofficial 
anthem as hundreds of people celebrated in the 
streets of the Finnish capital waving flags and 
singing Lordi’s song. MTV (Music Television) 
Finland began to end its broadcasts with a clip 
from the band’s video, featuring the hit song. 
People began greeting each other at work and in 
shops with the special Lordi salute (arm raised, 
pinkie, pointer finger and thumb extended, two 
middle fingers folded), saying "Hallelujah" instead 
of moi (the casual form of "hello"). 

Not just a bunch of pretty faces 

The masks, armour and jets of flame that are 
part of Lordi’s show are not tricks to compensate 
for a lack of talent. The band members, who 
never appear in the media unmasked, are serious 
musicians, some of them classically trained. The 
five-person band is made up of Mr Lordi, Kita, 
Amen, OX and Awa. 

Mr. Lordi  

Mr Lordi (Tomi Putansuu), now in his early 
30s, formed the band in 1992. Ten years later, 
Lordi’s debut album Get Heavy sold platinum in 
Finland. Their compilation album The Monster 
Show has been released in more than 20 
countries. The Arockalypse, their newest CD, 
features guest appearances by Twisted Sister 
frontman Dee Snider and guitarist Jay Jay French. 

When Lordi was approached by the Finnish 
Eurovision board, the band wondered if there had 
been a mistake. But they agreed to perform and 
were selected as Finland’s entry. Many Finns were 
upset at the time, as they felt it would be bad 
publicity for the country to be represented on the 
international stage by rockers who they feared 
might be Satan worshippers. (In Finland, there is 
endless discussion about Suomi kuva, which 
roughly translates into "Finland’s image" abroad). 

However, the band had a hit song in 2002 
called "Devil is a Loser" and have gone on the 
record saying they are not devil worshippers. 

"We have the same aesthetic as horror films. 
The scarier the film, the more fun it is. And rock 
music should be all about fun," says Mr Lordi, 
himself a film school graduate, on the band’s 
website. Lordi takes inspiration from bands such 
as American glam rockers KISS, whose painted 
faces and outrageous costumes are part of their 
appeal. 

For the most part, support for Lordi has been 
overwhelming from the beginning. When it was 

announced that Lordi had made the semi finals 
and that the Finnish Broadcasting Corporation 
(YLE) could not afford to pay for the group’s 
elaborate pyrotechnics show, Finnish 
organizations, private citizens and two of 
Finland’s largest heavy metal festivals, Tuska 
Open Air and Sauna Open Air offered to pay for 
the band’s explosive show. 

The winner takes it all 

There are plans for a massive victory 
celebration that will take place in central 
Helsinki, and Finnish President Tarja Halonen and 
prime minister Matti Vanhanen have officially 
congratulated the group for its role in putting 
Finland on the world’s music map once again. 

The Finnish city of Rovaniemi, where the band 
hails from originally, says it will name a square 
after Lordi. Rovaniemi, which lies on the Arctic 
Circle and is the regional capital of Lapland, is 
also home to another famous Finn – Santa Claus, 

(Continued on page 15) 

Lordi - Hard Rock Hallelujah!  
Finland’s new, unofficial anthem rocks the nation 

Surprise win of the 51st Eurovision Song Contest by Finland 
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Seattle Chapter. But, don’t just 
observe from the sidelines; be 
involved, too. If you want to 
know how, contact any of us 
listed inside the front cover of 
the newsletter. There are more 
ways to participate than you 
can imagine, and more fun, as 
well.  

By the time you read this 
issue of the Finlandia 
Foundation Newsletter, such 
long-anticipated summer events 
as the Helsinki Police Choir 
performance in Seattle and the 
FinnFest in Naselle/Astoria will 
be but memories. But, you may 
be certain that there are many 
exciting activities on the 
horizon after the dog days of 
August give way to September 
and the coming of fall.  

~ Gary London 

FFSC President 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

who in an official statement to the media said: 
"Lordi’s victory shows us that with hard work and 
belief in your own abilities even the greatest 
dreams come true." 

Finland will host the Eurovision Song Contest 
2007.  

Katja Pantzar is the author of The Hip Guide to Helsinki 
(WSOY), the first English-language insider's guide to the 
Finnish capital. The updated, second edition of the 
book was recently published. Further info: 
www.pantzar.org  

(Continued from page 14) 

Kristiina Hiukka, a Personal and Business Coach 
in Seattle, has earned professional certification 
designation from the International Coach Federation 
(ICF). The ICF is a nonprofit organization formed by 
professional coaches worldwide intended to maintain the 
integrity and professional standards of the coaching 
profession. Coaching, as defined by the ICF, is an ongoing 
relationship that focuses on helping clients determine and 
take action to realize their visions, goals or desires.  
 
Big Agenda Coaching,  
Kristiina Hiukka, M.A., CPCC, PCC, 425-462-6613,  
Kristiina@BigAgendaCoaching.com 
www.BigAgendaCoaching.com  
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By JoAnne Hardt Rudo 

June found Katrilli traveling to two 
Midsummer celebrations--Astoria’s festival where 
we performed twice and Skandia’s Midsommarfest 
held in Kenmore, WA. For Skandia’s festival, we 
not only performed but we also taught Finnish 
dances to the audience. At first, it seemed as 
though we were not going to be able to get very 
many people on the stage for the teaching as it 
was already getting pretty warm, but once we 
began, the stage became crowded with 
enthusiastic dancers. This year for the Folk 
Parade, we carried the wooden rakes & scythes 

used in our new choreographed dance that tells 
the story of people working in the fields of a 
farm.  

A few weeks later, Katrilli once again traveled 
to the much-anticipated FinnFest held in the 
Astoria/Naselle area. Friday, after a very early 
Seattle departure, we performed on the indoor 
dance stage in Naselle accompanied by the 
wonderful music provided by Pat Spaeth and Larry 
Gibson. The musicians had some car difficulties 
and drove to 
Longview, WA in 
hopes of solving 
the problem. 
Unfortunately, the 
mechanical 
problems 
prevented them 
from attending 
our Saturday’s 
performance.  

We were 
prepared to 
perform to live 
music. We had a 
practice tape but 
some of the music 
was longer than 
our dances and 
some music had 
no introduction or 
lead-time. What 

should we do? Along with a bit of Finnish “sisu,” 
and a very good soundman, the dancers and 
recorded music worked perfectly. Needless-to 
say, we were nervous and were relieved that 
everything went so well. 

Katrilli member, Elaine Arnold and her 
husband Norman drove from Seattle to spend a 
day at FinnFest and to see their daughter, 
Elisabet perform the solo Karelian woman’s 
dance. The music for this dance is very old and 
was probably originally written for the kantele 
and the melody is quite intriguing. It was the first 

time that Norman had seen Elisabet do this 
interesting dance and I suspect that he finally 
saw the results of all those years of carpooling 
to her ballet classes. 

Katrilli was actively involved with many of the 
FinnFest events--from the Tori (marketplace) 
where I parted with a bit of money, exhibits, 
concerts, and, of course, the evening dance 
held in the beautiful vintage Elk’s Hall in 
Astoria. Marja Hall won Katrilli‘s “Most Active 
Award” during FinnFest. Friday, she modeled 
in the national costume segment in the 
fashion show held in Astoria. Later she played 
the kantele during the event. That evening, 
she played for a Kantele Mass in Naselle and, 
naturally, went to the public evening dance in 

Astoria. Saturday, Marja was in two choral 
performances and during one of the 
performances, while wearing high heels, she along 
with Katrilli member, Andrejs Udris, 
demonstrated a jenkka (schottische) on hard 
black asphalt. Early next morning, she was in 
Astoria for another Kantele Mass. Some of us tried 
drinking strong Finnish coffee in hopes of keeping 
up with Marja, but at the end of the day, most of 
us were eager for that wonderful invention called 
BED!!! Katrilli was most impressed with the 
variety offered at FinnFest and greatly appreciate 

all the creativity and 
amazingly hard work 
that made this festival 
so successful. Bravo!!!! 

Along with all the 
exciting scheduled 
events at FinnFest, 
some of the 
unscheduled 
experiences were our 
favorites--seeing old 
friends, meeting new 
people over coffee, 
learning about 
organizations and 
festivals in other parts 
of the country and our 
all time favorite --music 
and dancing! On 
Saturday evening in 
Katrilli’s motel, the well

(Continued on page 17) 

Katrilli News July 2006 
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-known and respected 
Kaustinen musicians, 
“Ampron Prunni” played 
for some great listening 
and humppa dancing. Arto 
Jarvela who is part of 
“Ampron Prunni” also plays 
in one of my favorite 
musical groups, JPP. Our 
youngest dance member, 
Chris Luquette was able to 
jam with these fine 
musicians. 

Katrilli men wore their new 
country-style vests at 
FinnFest and several of the 
men were wearing their 
new boots that finally 
arrived from Finland. 
Thanks to a much-
appreciated grant, the 
women will also have new 

Fereesi costumes. These dresses often called 
“summer costumes“ as 
they are made of cotton 
have become very 
popular not only in 
Finland but also in the 
United States. Since the 
Fereesi is an authentic 
dress from eastern 
Finland, comfortable and 
much less expensive 
than the national 
costumes, it is easy to 
understand why they 
have become so popular. 
After much discussion, 
Katrilli women chose 
fabric for their new 
costumes and now the 
hard work begins with 
the construction of the 
dresses.  

The following 
Wednesday after 
FinnFest, Tanhuajat and 
Katrilli arranged a concert/dance/ party held at 
the Finnish church featuring those talented 
musicians, Perttu Paappanen and Pekka 
Pentikainen. During the break, we celebrated 
Katrilli member Eila Viitaniemi’s birthday. No one 
would ever know that this energetic woman is in 
her seventh decade--must be all those robust 
Finnish genes! Perttu and Pekka’s music was lively 
and beautiful! They wrote many of the tunes that 
they played. Their music was wonderful to listen 
to and even more wonderful for dancing. Not a 
bad way to celebrate a birthday (mine is in 
February--hint, hint, not my 70th, however!)  

Katrilli will begin their new season on Sunday, 
September 17 meeting at the Swedish Cultural 
Center, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. This is a perfect time 

to try the fun and lively folkdances from Finland. 
We will be teaching some new dances and 
reviewing some old favorites. All are welcome 
even if you are convinced that you have “two left 
feet.” You may find yourself wearing a beautiful 
traditional costume and becoming involved with 
great festivals like FinnFest! 

For more information on finding dancing shoes 
for “two left feet,” please contact JoAnne 
(206) 329-1443 or Marja (425) 378-7689. 

 

(Continued from page 16) 
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In the last issue of this newsletter, readers 
were introduced to Iida Repo, who served as an 
intern with the Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter from early April until early June, when 
she returned to her native Finland to resume her 
studies in graphic arts and communication.  

Among other things, the newsletter article 
pointed out that one of the highly energetic Iida's 
hobbies is motorcycle riding. It is with regret that 
we now learn that Iida was involved in a serious 
motorcycle accident on July 18 as she was 
sideswiped by a semi while entering traffic at an 
intersection, as she traveled from Hameenlinna to 
Tampere.  

As the truck continued on without stopping, 
Iida had presence of mind to call for help with her 
own cell phone, even before passers-by stopped 
and assisted. She was then transported by 
ambulance to the Keskussairaala in Tampere. 

The most serious injury to one of Iida's feet, 
which was nearly severed in the crash. Multiple 
surgeries were performed to save the foot, and 
further surgery and other medical intervention 
will be necessary. She remains in the hospital, 
where she has been surrounded by family and 
friends. 

True to form, Iida has remained positive and 
optimistic through her ordeal. She regards the 

fact that she was not fatally or more seriously 
injured as nothing short of a miracle.  

Her friends in Seattle send Iida their very 
best wishes for a speedy and thorough recovery. 
Iida's contributions to FFSC's 
newsletter, website and other 
means of communications 
have already had a major 
impact and will continue to be 
significant for years to come. 
We hope to see her in Seattle 
again. 

FFSC Intern Injured in Motorcycle Accident  

Some Summer Notes from Finland 

Each time of year has its own attractions to 
the visitor to Finland. So, despite what New York 
Times correspondent R.W. Apple said in his 
recent, highly complimentary travel piece on 
Finland, this is not a one-season, i.e., summer, 
destination for the willing sojourner.  

That said, there is no question that summer in 
Finland offers special pleasures. That has been 
especially true this summer of 2006 -- the driest 
in some 45 years. While that is scarcely good 
news to farmers, to lovers of wild blueberries, 
and to mushroomers, it has been very positive to 
tourists who have been surprised to find near 
Mediterranean weather in the Baltic for weeks on 
end. 

During the month of July, many Finns have, of 
course, abandoned the capital city for their 
summer cottages by the lake or for taking in one 
or more of the many music festivals that have 
become popular in Finland. Festival fever is 
rampant, and it extends well beyond the better-
known venues, like Savonlinna's operas, Pori's 
jazz, and Kuhmo's chamber music. In a visit to 
Uusikaupunki, we found a week-long Crusell 
festival drawing crowds with the likes of Esa-
Pekka Salonen, on hand to conduct the premiere 
of his most recent work. Almost as ubiquitous as 
music festivals are summer theater productions 
dotting the landscape. Some, like KOM theater's 

production of "Tlla pohjan thden alla" at 
Suomenlinna are so popular that they have been 
sold out for months. 

Tourists visiting Helsinki in July may be 
surprised at the number of shops that are simply 
closed, with signs on the doors informing 
potential customers that the small business 
owners and employees are simply on vacation for 
a month. As I write this on Monday, July 31, shops 
are beginning to reopen. By mid-August, business 
will be generally back to normal in time for the 
beginning of the late summer Helsinki Festival, 
with its variety of music and performers from 
around the world. (The Minnesota Orchestra will 
be visiting, under the direction of its conductor, 
Osmo Vnsk.) 

Who can say if the exceptional weather will 
continue in Helsinki into the end of summer? In 
the meantime, shorts, sandals, and short-sleeved 
shirts are common here. Sun-seekers cover the 
rocks in Kaivopuisto, bathing beaches at Uunisaari 
and Pihlajasaari are well-populated, the central 
open market is teeming with people, and open air 
cafes and restaurants are filled to over-flowing. 
So, even for Finns who haven't been able to 
escape the city in July, there are compensations 
here. 

Nonetheless, our week at a cabin on Maarjärvi 
(Continued on page 19) 
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near Vehmaa made a very strong case for country 
living during the summer. Lent to us by a friend, this 
"mökki" is wonderfully homey and comfortable, 
accommodating eight of us quite easily. Yes, we did 
have to haul water from the lake, and, yes, we did 
have outdoor facilities in the form of a "huussi," but 
somehow that made the experience that much more 
authentic. 

The gorgeous days passed swimming, rowing, 
fishing, throwing darts, reading, eating (lots of new 
potatoes, smoked fish, fresh vegetables, and 
strawberries), and, of course, going to the sauna. We 
even did some wild blueberry picking, but it wasn't 
especially productive given the weather conditions. 
Having two children with us added immensely to 
"mkki" life, for they find adventure and opportunity in 
everything. 

Now, the grandchildren have returned to Seattle, 
and, like many Finns, we are back in the city. There 
are, we hope, many golden days of summer ahead. 
For Finns, who endure those long, cold, dreary days of 
winter, an exceptional summer seems like just 
compensation. Now, they bear (and bare) their tan 
skins as if born into them. But, Midsummer is well 
past, the days grown incrementally shorter, and 
eventually this summer of summers will end. In the 
meantime, may enough warmth penetrate Finnish skin 
to last well after the tans give way to winter white. 

~ Gary London  

(Continued from page 18) 

Kevin Wilson, in cooperation with the British 
Columbia Institute for Cooperative Studies, has 
written Practical Dreamers, the latest history of 
the Sointula settlement on Malcom Island. The 
study updates developments over the decades, 
when many of the original Finnish settlers have 
died and moved from the island. The 246-page 
volume is subtitled as "Communitarianism and Co-
operatives on Malcolm Island". Historic and 
current photographs of Sointula are included. 

The book is available from the Finnish 
American Heritage Committee at its sales table at 
the Finnish Community Bazaar on November 4. For 
anyone interested in earlier acquisition, postage 
and handling would price the book at $29. Contact 
Leo Utter, 425-489- 5067 or utterl@yahoo.com 

Practical Dreamers: A New History Of Malcolm Island 

It was with heavy hearts that the 
Tanhuajat learned that Pamela Nalli Crary 
had lost her valiant battle with cancer on 
June 12. Through repeated chemotherapy 
treatments, Pam with her husband Steve, 
continued to attend Wednesday evening 
practices. 

Tanhuajat had been saddened when the 
Crarys left Seattle in 1994 for job 
opportunities in Colorado, and we were more 
than delighted when they returned to Seattle 
ten years later. Little did anyone know that 
our joyful reunion was to be so short. Our 
loving condolences are extended to Steve, to 
her father Leo Nalli, and to all of the family. 

But we know that Pam was a forward-
looking person, and thus we too must plan 
the continuation of our love for Finnish 
folkdancing. Although our last summer 
performance was at FinnFest USA '06 on July 
29 at the Naselle school grounds, we plan to 
start our regular Wednesday evening 
practices again on September 13. 

Join us in an open house event, with a 
cup of coffee and pulla toast for Pam, at the 
Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 - 13th Avenue 
NW, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

Mournful Tanhuajat Look 
Forward 

Dine & Design Scandinavia 
A Tour to Delight the Senses 

Tour dates: October 7-16, 2006 
(also May 2007) 

For more information, please contact: Judith 
Dern at jhsdern@aol.com or 206.285.5605; or 
Susie Main at Nordic Saga Tours, 
www.nordicsaga.com  800.848.6449.  
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Please note, the deadline for the October / November 2006 Edition of 

the Newsletter is September 15. 
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Now is the time to 
encourage family and 
friends to join FFSC. Now 
would also be a good time to 
remind those with lapsed 
memberships, of three (3) years 
or more, to renew. 

Giving the gift of a FFSC 
membership is a great idea. 
Simply ask that 
your name be 
placed on the 
membership 
application in the 
spot marked 
“Referred By” or 
indicate same when 
making payment. This 
will be our signal to 
enter you in the 

competition for these fabulous 
prizes: 

The member bringing in the 
greatest number if 

new/renewed memberships will 
receive the 1st prize of 
beautiful Finnish Designed 
Glass. Our 2nd prize is for two 
tickets to the Independence 
Day Dinner Dance (IDDD) to be 
held on December 2, 2006. Our 
3rd prize is a box of fine Finnish 
Chocolates. 

The effective dates for this 
Membership Drive Contest 
are from January 1 to 
October 31, 2006. 
Please help us to increase 

the membership in FFSC in 
2006. 

Questions…please call chapter 
VP, Rita Vermala-Koski, at (206) 
363-0225. 

Increasing Our Membership Could Make You a Winner!  

**** Referred By: On Membership Form (Page 31) fill out your name here. 

Are you looking for a beginning Finnish class 
on the Eastside? Bellevue Community College will 
be offering a class this fall! 

Finnish-American Mia Spangenberg will be 
offering a beginning Finnish class at Bellevue 
Community College (BCC) this coming fall 2006.  

The course will likely be held on Monday 
evenings from 7-9 pm once a week for eight weeks 
total. Tuition is approximately $135, and the 
required textbook will be available at BCC.  

The course will introduce students to the 
fundamentals of the Finnish language and provide 
the necessary skills to function in everyday 
situations. You will be able to present and write 
about yourself and discuss everyday topics such as 
your nationality, weather, housing, and time. 
Authentic cultural materials will be used 

CHARTREUSE 

2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 
and international new design.  

Many designer pieces from the  
1950s through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, 
Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

Finnish Classes at BCC in Bellevue 
whenever possible, including music and film.  

Mia Spangenberg is a native speaker of 
Finnish and a Ph.D. student in the Finnish Studies 
program at the University of Washington, 
Seattle. If you are interested in the course, 
please direct inquiries to Mia at: 
spangm@u.washington.edu  

 
Mia Spangenberg, PhD Student in Finnish Studies 
Department of Scandinavian Studies 
University of Washington 
http://depts.washington.edu/scand  

Bi-lingual Finnish Speakers needed 
in NJ 

We are looking for bi-lingual Finnish speakers for 
temporary Customer Service opportunities in 
Bedminster, NJ. These people could work from 
home (after training here).  
 
Please contact: 

Beth Kelly, Human Resources  
Dendrite International, Inc.  
(908) 443-4021 Office 
(908) 443-2195 Fax  
beth.kelly@dendrite.com  
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Marianne Forssblad, Executive Director of the Nordic 
Heritage Museum (NHM) in Seattle, recently announced her 
retirement, effective April 30, 2007, to the Museum's Board of 
Trustees. "She has been with the Museum from it's inception in 
1979 and has been responsible for its growth from two modest 
rooms in a closed school building to its present comprehensive 
coverage of the immigrant experience," stated Olaf Kvamme, 
former President of the Board of Trustees. 

The NHM now consists of 9 permanent galleries, three 
temporary exhibition spaces and facilities hosting 
performances, events, classes, lectures, and workshops, due 
largely to Forssblad's creative leadership, vision, and 
expertise. Terje Leiren, Chair of the Scandinavian Studies 
Department at the University of Washington, commented on 
Forssblad's impact on the development of the organization: 

"Begun and built by the Nordic communities, it was 
Marianne Forssblad who gave the Nordic Heritage Museum a 
voice and a vision. She nurtured it in its cradle and pampered 
it through its adolescence. She helped to shape it and 
dedicated her career to its success. As she retires, Marianne 
Forssblad leaves a remark- able legacy of service and rich 
contribution to the Nordic heritage in the Pacific Northwest." 

Forssblad will have been with the Museum for 27 years 
come April. Though retiring, Forssblad's legacy will long 
outlast her tenure at the NHM. She initiated oral history 
projects to capture the stories of immigrants to the area, 
initiated publication of a historical journal, and is the primary 
catalyst and best fundraiser in the NHM's campaign for a 
permanent home, among other achievements. 

One major element of Forssblad's legacy will be a 
nationally-recognized museum in the historic center of 
Seattle's Scandinavian community. The nearly 75,000 square 
foot site on Market Street has been purchased for $5.1 
million, all of which came from private contributions. Current 
Board president Allan Osberg commented that Marianne "has 
brought the Museum to the position that it will be able to 
move into the next phase of its capital fund campaign for a 
new facility. We are at this favorable position through the 
effective leadership of Marianne." 

Forssblad will remain involved in the Museum's future in her 
retirement. She hopes to generate interest in the Museum's 
ambitious project in Scandinavia and plans to spend time 
between Sweden and the United States where her three 
children will continue to reside. 

Forssblad has also proven a strong presence in many 
community organizations and professional groups. She 
recently received the Spirit of Liberty award from the Ethnic 
Heritage Council; served as president of the Washington 
Museum Association, and on the boards of the Swedish Council 
of America, the Danish Club of Seattle, the Ballard Chamber 
of Commerce, the Advisory Committee of the University of 
Washington-University of Bergen Professor Exchange Program 
and University of Washington Scandinavian Studies 
Department. 

Seattle's Nordic Heritage Museum is the only museum in the 
nation which unifies the five Nordic countries - Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden — in a single institution. 
Some said it couldn't' be done when she and a group of 

New & Returning FFSC 
Members 

 
We want to extend a warm welcome 
to the following new FFSC members 
and those returning after an absence 
of several years.  

Caitlin Farmer 

John Hakola 

Elmer Keiski 

Dianne Laurila 

Kathy Murry 

Rita Newberry 

Sheila Parker 

Dixie Parker-Fairbanks 

Taina Redfern 

Clara & Jack Reese 

Gerald Rein 

Tuuli Saloranta 

Pirjo & Seppo Tuominen 

Susan Tusa 

Bill & Joan Wirkkala 

Joan Wong 

Marianne Forssblad to retire after 27 
Years leading the Nordic Heritage 

Museum 

dedicated volunteers began working 
on their vision more than 25 years 
ago. Forssblad's legacy proves that 
projection was well off target. 
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 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 
 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50  Lifetime $300 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  __________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

Commercial Display Advertisements 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For Individuals 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 

FFSC Newsletter FFSC@finns.org August / September 2006 

**** Referred By:  



Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Seattle, WA 
Permit # 492 

August / September 2006 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter 

Page  24  

Photo from FinnFest by Esko Männistö 


