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Dec 8  FFSC Independence Day Dinner and Dance, Mountaineers Club 

Dec 10  FFSC Board Meeting 

Dec 15 6:30 PM Nobel Banquet, Reception at the Nordic Heritage Museum $60 206-789-5707 

Dec 15 3 PM Suomi Koulu Christmas Party at the Finnish Lutheran Church 

Dec 25  Christmas Day Hauskaa Joulua! 

Jan 1, 2002  New Year’s Day Onnellista Uutta Vuotta! 

Jan 6 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series. Norway Program. See Page 4. 

Jan 14  FFSC Board Meeting 

Jan 18  Tour of Swedish Immigration Tapestry Begins in Seattle—Nordic Heritage Museum 

Feb 1  FF Trust Grant Application Deadline.  See Page 10. 

Feb 10 1 PM United Finnish Kaleva Brothers & Sisters 98th Anniversary Celebration, NHM 

Feb 11  FFSC Board Meeting 

Feb 10 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series. Sweden Program. See Page 4. 

Feb 15  FF Trust Scholarship and POY Application Deadline. See Page 10. 

Mar 3 2 PM Kalevala Day Festival—Nordic Heritage Museum 

Mar 10 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series. Denmark Program. See Page 4. 

Mar 11  FFSC Board Meeting 

Mar 21—24, 2002 Finlandia Foundation National meets in Seattle 

Apr 7 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series. Finland Program. See Page 4. 

May 12 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series. Iceland Program. See Page 4. 

Jun 28-Jul 1  63rd Finnish-Canadian Grand Festival, Calgary Alberta Canada 

Aug 7-11   FinnFest USA 2002, Minneapolis, MN 

 

 

To contact FFSC Officers: 
Byron Wicks: President, 425-641-8724 or 425-643-1313 
Gary London: Vice President, 206-632-3357 
Membership Secretary: Pentti Rinne   
Email: pentti@pentti.seanet.com 
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Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 
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Finnish Language Classes Resume 
Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced 

 
Winter Session 2002 

January 10 — March 28, 2002 
 

Registration at 6:30 PM, Finnish Lutheran Church 
8504 13th Avenue NW (in Ballard), Seattle WA  98117 

 
For Information Contact: Carl Torkko—School Director 

Phone (206) 244-6820  
2105 SW 173rd Place, Seattle WA  98166 

or Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724  

Finlandia Foundation Issues Call for 
Performer of the Year Candidates 

DENVER, December 5, 2001—The Finlandia 
Foundation Trust is soliciting candidates for its 
eighth Performer of the Year (POY). Applications, 
with supporting materials, are due to the 
Coordinator by February 15, 2002. 

The current POY, flutist, singer, and kantele 
player Ulla Suokko was named at FinnFest USA 
2001, and will be traveling around the country with 
Finlandia Foundation support until the end of 2002. 

Rita Vermala Koski is the Foundation’s POY 
Coordinator. She can be reached at 
ralport@hotmail.com, or 1243 NW Blakely Court, 
Seattle, WA 98177. A full description of the 
program is on the Finlandia Foundation’s website 
at FinlandiaFoundation.org.  

Organist Vicki Lundberg Gornick is 
completing her term as POY this year. To allow 
time for scheduling and other start-up activities, 
there is an overlap of POYs. Finlandia Foundation 
chapters and other Finnish-American organizations 
can, of course, make arrangements with past 
POYs for performances in their communities. The 
Trust encourages sponsoring organizations to seek 
audiences beyond the Finnish-American 
community to showcase the talent that is available.  

The Finlandia Foundation Trust currently 
budgets $5000 to support each Performer’s travel 
expenses. The host chapter or organization is 
responsible for local transportation and 
accommodations. Fees and admission charges 

can be arranged with the sponsoring organizations. 
POYs are also encouraged to have CDs and tapes 
available for sale.  

Past POYs include Merja Soria, kantele, 
guitar, and vocal; Bernhard Hillila, Finnish-
American humorist; Koivun Kaiku, a kantele 
ensemble; Craig Johnson, concert pianist 
specializing in 20th century Scandinavian music; 
and Diane Jarvi, vocal, guitar, and kantele.  

For more information, please contact Rita Vermala 
Koski, ralport@hotmail.com, and 1243 NW Blakely 
Court, Seattle, WA 98177; or Arthur E. Koski, 
akosken@aol.com.  

POY applications due by February 15, 2002  

See Page 10 for more information. 

CHARTREUSE  

711 East Pike Street on Capital Hill, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 

and international new design  

Many designer pieces from the 1950s through 

the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, 

Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 
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Mostly Nordic Music Series 7th Season at NHM 

A SCANDINAVIAN HOUR CHRISTMAS 
With lots of Holiday music 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22nd (Regular Program Time) 

9:00 to 10:00 AM 

SCANDINAVIAN HOLIDAY 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24th 

Noon—2:00 PM 

~ 39th ANNUAL ~ 

SOUNDS OF A SCANDINAVIAN CHRISTMAS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25th Christmas Day 

Noon—2:00 PM 

KKNW RADIO—1150 AM 
SCANDINAVIAN HOUR SPECIALS WITH HOSTS 

RON OLSEN AND DOUG WARNE 

Scandinavian Christmas Music 

The 7th season of the Mostly Nordic 
Chamber Music Series and Smörgåsbord begins 
in January. Once again, renowned concert artist 
of both local and international acclaim will 
bring superb musical talent of the highest 
caliber to their performances celebrating the 

richness of the Nordic 
musical tradition.  
Immediately preceding 
each concert Artistic 
Director Lisa Bergman 
will present a short pre-
concert lecture to 
enhance your 
enjoyment of this 
unusual repertoire. 

For the series, music from each of the five 
Nordic countries will be highlighted in its own 
individual concert.  The musical repertoire of 
each country’s concert will span four centuries 
of Nordic chamber music as well as selected 
European masterworks. 

Each of the five 
concerts will be followed 
by a smörgåsbord of 
gourmet Nordic delicacies from the featured 
country.  Admission to all Nordic Heritage 
Museum exhibits will be FREE to concert-goers 
before the performance.  A true bargain of 
cultural pleasures — one not to be missed. 

See Mark Your Calendars on Page 2 for 
dates and times. 
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Vicki Gornick Organ Recital 

On Sunday, 
November 18, 
2001, Vicki 
Lundberg Gornick, 
Finlandia 
Foundation 
Performer of the 
Year, 2000, 
presented an 
organ recital at 
Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Seattle. 
Ms. Gornick 
played selections 
from Handel, 
Mozart, Bach, and 
several Finnish 
composers, 
including Jean Sibelius, Fredrik Pacius, Joonas 
Kokkonen, Oskar Merikanto and several others. 
Some of the selections were arranged or adapted 
for organ by Ms. Gornick. It was clear to those in 
attendance why Ms. Gornick was selected as 
Performer of the Year as she played the Bethany 
Lutheran organ with considerable skill and 
feeling.  

One of our favorite local 
sopranos, Maarit Vaga, joined Ms. 
Lundberg for a lovely rendition of 
“Suomalainen Rukous” by Tanneli 
Kuusisto.  

Ms. Gornick lives in Chisholm, 
Minnesota and is organist at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Hibbing, MN 
and also at the Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church in Hibbing. She 
studied with Sibelius Academy organ 
instructor, Eero Annala, in November 
1998 and in August 1999. She was 
named Finlandia Foundation 
“Performer of the Year, 2000” and her 
CD, “Finnish Mixtures” was released in 
June, 2000. Ms. Gornick is also a 
representative to the Finnish 
Expatriate Parliament. 

An added bonus for Ms. Gornick 

at the recital was the 
presence of several of 
her Seattle area 
relatives, some of 
whom she had not 
seen in several years.  

 Many 
members of the 
audience stayed after 
the performance for a 
typical Finnish 
reception with coffee, 
juice, pulla, and a 
variety of cookies. 

 

CALL us at 425-641-9980 or 800-909-6647 

Email TVLTIME@TVLTIME.COM  

 4122 Factoria Blvd SE, #305  Bellevue, WA 98006 

Hyvää Joulua  
ja Onnellista Uutta 

Vuotta 2002! 

 

     Our sincere thanks for your  
valued  business as we look forward 

to serving you in the Year 2002! 
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This year, Finnish Independence Day takes 
on a broader significance to this grandson of 

Finnish immigrants. I have been thinking about 
the significance of these three dates: September 
11th, November 11th, and December 6th. These 
are dates that remind us of how much we owe to 
those who have responded with bravery and 
sacrifice to win and preserve freedom. 

September 11 is now a date which will be 
engraved in our minds the rest of our lives. When 
one refers to 9-11, it is instantly understood 
what this stands for. Likewise, the bravery shown 
by law enforcement officers and firefighters in 
New York City is well known to all of us. This was 
a day on which the current generation of 
Americans lost its innocence, just as World War I 
and World War II had a similar impact on earlier 
generations. The terrorism of September 11 was 
an alarm to remind us that our freedoms are not 
forever secure. Life in America may never be the 
same as it was prior to September 11, 2001. I 
think all Americans are now much more aware of 
the freedoms that we enjoy in United States. 

November 11 is Veterans Day in the United 
States and Remembrance Day in Canada. 
Originally marking the end of World War I, this 
date later became a day on which we pay our 
respects to all those who have served in the 
military to defend our freedoms. It seems to me, 
that as the old veterans of earlier wars passed 
on, Veterans Day lost some of its meaning. 
Perhaps the events of September will reawaken 
greater respect for military veterans who risked 
their lives to preserve our way of life. 

And December 6, as Finns and Finnish-
Americans know, is Finnish Independence Day. 
Finland’s independence and freedom has been 
very precarious over the years. It has required 

skillful diplomacy and, at times, military action 
to defend those freedoms. The tales about the 
bravery and heroism during the Winter War and 
Continuation War have provided inspiration for 
Finns, Finnish-Americans, and many others. 
Those Finnish military heroes who, years ago, 
fought to secure and preserve for Finland’s 
independence made the freedom and prosperity 
enjoyed by Finland today possible.  

These dates are more than just numbers on 
the calendar. Because we associate these dates 
with certain events, we are reminded that the 
preservation of freedom requires great diligence. 
The freedoms we enjoy today cannot be taken 
for granted whether one lives in Finland or the 
United States. Finns and Finnish-Americans 
should celebrate Finnish Independence Day and 
remember the sacrifices and difficulties over the 
years to preserve that precious independence. 
Also remember that, even in the 21st Century, 
the preservation of freedom is a never-ending 
struggle. 

Byron Wicks, President, FFSC 

In Memoriam 

Christine Kaufman 

Taisto Maki 

Waldo Mattson 

Lynn Wirta Day Proclaimed by Mayor of Seattle 
FFSC member Lynn Wirta received a surprise Mayor's proclamation and award at the Seattle Human 
Services Coalition testimonial dinner on Dec. 5 at the Arctic Club in downtown Seattle. The award 
mentions Lynn's many contributions to family and child services in the Seattle community. Lynn Wirta 
has directed the Small Faces daycare center at Crown Hill school since 1985. Among her many 
volunteer duties she serves as President of the United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters Lodge 11 in 
Seattle and she plays flute with the Boeing Band. 
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Dear Mr. Byron Wicks and the Finlandia 
Foundation - Seattle Chapter,  

Last June, just after the school term was 
over, I packed a couple of suitcases and took off 
for a summer in Finland. I made my home in Espoo 
with a cousin and her family, riding the bus every 
morning to go to work in downtown Helsinki. It 
wasn’t long before I started feeling something like 
a “true” Finn…I bought myself a cell phone, sat 
out in cafes with a cider in the evening, and took 
a sauna at least once a week. Over the summer I 
sent home a few incredibly long letters detailing 
my travels, the places I went, the people I met, 
and the knowledge that I gained. All three of 
those things combined create my impression of 
what the experience meant to me. 

 I came to Finland as a trainee with an 
organization called CIMO, which places students in 
internships in Finland and abroad. I was in fact, 
very lucky to be involved with this institution 
because of the support that it provided me. CIMO 
and its sister organizations hire coordinators to 
arrange activities for the trainees. On Tuesdays 
we’d socialize at Vanha, the Old Student 
Beercafe, on Wednesdays we’d have a cultural 
activity, on Thursdays we’d play sports and sauna 
together, and on the weekends we would take 
trips to see the rest of Finland and it’s 
surroundings. The two CIMO trips that I 
participated in were a weekend in Tallinn, Estonia 
touring the old medieval town and a long weekend 
in Lapland, hiking, fishing, horseback riding, 
whitewater rafting, and of course going in the 
sauna! In addition to the CIMO trips I managed to 
go to Pori twice, visit Turku and Porkkala, and 
spend a weekend with my friend Johanna in 
Åland. I also spent a week in Paris, France to take 
part in the wedding of my best friend. So as you 
can see, I was very busy!!!  

In addition to traveling across Finland and 
Europe, I also had the opportunity to meet people 
from around the world. CIMO provided me with 
support through the company of other the other 
trainees. I now have friends in many corners of 
the globe including Finland, UK, Germany, Italy, 
Canada, Argentina, Philippines, Austria, Mexico 
and even Malta. Hailey Lanward, the other 
scholarship recipient, also paid me a visit in 
Helsinki this summer when she took a trip to 
Finland for the weekend. She was in Sweden this 
past summer and is now studying in Turku. In 
addition to the people I met through CIMO I also 
met many people through my workplace. I spent 
the summer working at the University of Helsinki 
in the Renvall Institute for Area and Cultural 
Studies. One of my projects was to assist the 
University in arraigning and organizing their 3-
week program, Helsinki Summer School, which 
draws both nationals and foreigners alike. 
Therefore, I was able to meet academics and 

students from both Finland and abroad. Many of 
these contacts I hope, will turn into long and 
lasting friendships. 

 The experiences I had, of course, are nearly 
impossible to describe with any justice. However, 
being here in Finland for the summer allowed me 
to experience what it is like to be a foreigner, to 
have to learn, understand and accept different 
systems from the ground up. I experienced what it 
is like to be away from your life, your friends and 
family but realize that it doesn’t take long to 
build a new life, form new friendships and feel at 
home. It’s told me a lot about my own strengths 
and weaknesses, to be proud of the one and 
forgiving of the other. Furthermore, it allowed me 
to gain an increased understanding of my family, 
both my family at home in the USA and my family 
here in Finland. I feel that have a much greater 
sense of how the two are connected, which is, of 
course, the most valuable part of the journey.  

Over the course of my trip, due to my 
passion for photography, and thanks to the 
generosity of the Finlandia Foundation, I also took 
hundreds and hundreds of images, which are 
already priceless to me. I hope that I will soon be 
able to scan many of them and create a website 
for my friends, family and anyone else who is 
interested to see my travels.  

Therefore, it is with my deep gratitude that 
I wish to thank you and to all of the Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter for allowing me to 
have this experience. I hope that I can also 
express my gratitude and interest to you all 
through participation the foundation and in the 
greater Northwest Finnish community.  

Tervesin, 

 Meg Bingham  

FFSC Scholarship Recipient Meg Bingham 
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Hauskaa Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta 

Christmas Greetings & a Happy New Year 2002 

Viola Ala, Poulsbo 
Anna-Leena & Louis Christensen & 

Family, Mercer Island 
Marja Hall, Bellevue 

Arthur & Grace Heino, Bellevue 
Saima Hyppa, Buckley 

Ed & Natalie Jarva, Seattle 
Carl Jarvie, Seattle 

Margaret Kallio, Seattle 
Liisa Keranen, Seattle 

Lauri & Kerttu Kivimaki, 
Seattle 

Hilda Wilson Krahn, Seattle 
Aune Linnala, Vancouver BC 
Sylvia &ino Maki, Seattle 

Fred & Aini Messmer, 
Marysville 

 

J. Sylvia Terho-Gross, Tujunga CA 
Remembering my Dad Mother & Sister (August Terho Hanna Terho &  

Helen Terho Tracy) with devotion & love Joulu aikana. 
 

Eli & Aune Hepokoski, Renton 
Hauskaa Joulua 

 
Sirkka J. Wilson Victor Kathy Gretchen and Erica Wilson, Seattle 

Happy Tidings of Good Will to Everyone. 
 

Brad & Pirkko Borland, Seattle 
Peace be with you. 

 
Lillian (Saari) Rosenstrom, Bellevue in memory of Reino ja Äiti ja Isä 

Rauhalista Joulua ja Onnea Vuodelle 2002. 
 

Paula Linnala Price & Sabrina Price, 
Redmond 
Esther Sellers, Edmonds 
Dale & Doris Snow, Kirkland 
Consulate of Finland 
Heli Niko & Matti Suokko, Bellevue 
Leo Utter, Kenmore 
Joel Flo Chris Michael Wannebo, 
Bremerton 
Ted Aune Noel Wannebo, 
Bremerton 
Shirley White, Seattle 
Chet & Dorothy Wilen, Duvall 
The Ken Williams Family, 
Kirkland 
 Earl & Lempi Wilson, 
Edmonds 
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The Merry Dancers of Tanhuajat wish you 
each and everyone a wonderful Holiday Season 
and thank you for your continued support again 
this past year.  

As this year is quickly passing even our last 
performance of the season, Julefest at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum, is yet another great memory.  

We have had had a busy year although 
perhaps not as active as in many other years, but 
we still love to dance the Finnish folkdances. In 
fact we love them so much that we are planning 
to attend the 20th anniversary FinnFest USA 2002 

in Minneapolis where we danced at the first 
FinnFest in 1983.  

As president of Tanhuajat I am inviting 
everyone interested to join us as a dancer or 
musician so that we can represent the Pacific 

Northwest at FinnFest with a large group, and 
continue to share the fun and beauty of the 
Finnish culture. So dig out your dancing shoes and 
dust off your instruments and join us Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30 - 9.30pm in the Maki Hall at the 
Finnish Lutheran Church: 13th Ave NW / NW 85th 
St in Ballard.  

For more information please call Sirkku or 
Leo at 206-440-0944. We love to hear from you. 
Or just drop in Wednesday evening. 

Leo Nalli for Tanhuajat 

Tanhuajain Nurkilta (From Tanhuajat Corner)  

Performing at Crossroads, Bellevue 

Gay Nixon with Tanhuajat at Crossroads 

Mr. Mäläskä Concert, Dance, and Workshop 
October 2001 

Scenes from Mr. Mäläskä’s (folk duo) workshop at the Swedish Cultural Center in October. They 
performed at a concert and a dance as well as conducted the workshop. 
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Finlandia Foundation Trust 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION TRUST  
Vaino Hoover Memorial Fund  

Paloheimo/Fenyes Visual Arts Grant and Scholarship Fund  
Pertti Lindfors Legal Studies Fund  

Elma Randall Memorial Finnish-American Heritage Fund  
UFBS Lodge of San Francisco Fund for Scholars  

Gertrude Kujala Memorial Finnish Music Fund  
Curtin-Paloheimo Charitable Remainder Trust Fund for FFN  

Finlandia Foundation Premier Fund for Finnish Cultural Events  
 

Scholarships  
For study in the U.S. or in Finland  

 
Requirements:  
· Citizen of the United States or Finland  
· Accepted to an accredited institution of higher 
learning  
· Sophomores to graduate students  
· Study related to Finnish Culture gets special 
consideration  
· A Legal Studies scholarship is available  
 

Grants  
For non-profit cultural projects of local or national 
significance  
Requirements:  
Benefits the general public, not only the sponsor or 
sponsoring organization  
Plan details show evidence or testimony of high 
cultural, educational, artistic or scientific merit  
Special consideration will be given to projects 
endorsed or sponsored by a Finlandia Foundation 
Chapter  
Salaries to project staff or employees are not eligible  
 

Performer of the Year (POY)  
For a minimum of six performances nation-wide 
Requirements:  
· Typically Finnish-American or Finnish US resident 
· Sample audio or videotapes  
· Written support from Finlandia Foundation chapter 
or other Finnish-American organization  
· Introduction at FinnFest 
 
 

Grants Applications due by February 1, 2002 
Scholarships and POY applications due by 
February 15, 2002  
 
Further information and application forms may 
be downloaded from the Internet at  
www.FinlandiaFoundation.org or contact your 
Finlandia Foundation Chapter President, or:  
Scholarship Committee, Alvar Kauti, Finlandia 
Foundation Trust, 75795 Armour Way,  
PalmDesert, CA. 92211-8917 or,  
Grants Committee, Armi Koskinen Nelson, 
Finlandia Foundation Trust,507 Coventry Lane, 
Edina, MN 55435  
Performer of the Year Coordinator, Rita 
Vermala Koski, Finlandia Foundation Trust, 
1243NW Blakely Court, Seattle, WA 98177  
 

Finlandia Foundation Chapters are located in:  
Baltimore, MD; Boston, MA; Chicago, IL; Dallas, 
TX; Denver, C0; Houston, TX; Long Beach, CA;  

Los Angeles, CA; Hibbing, MN; Minneapolis, 
MN; New York, NY; Palm Beach, FL;  

Palo Alto, CA;  
Pittsburgh, PA; Portland, OR; Seattle, WA (2); 

Spokane, WA; Virginia Beach, VA;  
Washington, DC  

 
Finlandia Foundation Trust  

P.O. Box 665, Solvang, CA 93464  
 
Finlandia Foundation is a Service Mark 
registered with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office  
 

Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle,  WA  98117, (206) 789-5707 
Connect with your roots! 

Preserve a rich heritage for your family 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 



FFSC Newsletter Page  11 

FFSC NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2001/JANUARY 2002 

Your correspondent has been lax in 
reporting the meetings of FALHF this fall. No 
meeting was held in September since we were 
lucky enough to go on a cruise from Athens, 
Greece to Istanbul, Kusadasi, Turkey then 
Santorini, Corfu, Greece, then Hvar, Croatia and 
last Venice, Italy. We did get to Helsinki for two 
days before and two days after the cruise.  

In October at our meeting we viewed a 
tape on Finland--Land of Contrasts. Since our 
attendance was low in October the same tape 
was shown in November. Portland State 
University is now charging for parking in their 
garages or you can park in the streets which are 
metered. I am wondering if the parking fee is 
causing the lower attendance.  

In December, open house was held in the 
Finnish Room and we had a good attendance 
with people dropping in for "pulla" and coffee. 
This open house is in conjunction with ScanFair 
which is held by the Scandinavian Heritage 
Foundation here in Portland. The purpose of 

ScanFair is to raise funds to build a Scandinavian 
Cultural Center in Portland. The land has been 
purchased and all the county demands have 
been met so the next step is the building itself. 
It is a worthwhile cause and we are envious that 
Seattle has the Nordic Heritage Museum.  

In January 2002 FALHF'S meeting will be held 
Saturday the 12th at 10 am at the Koven's home. 
Directions to get there will be in the letter 
announcing the meeting.  

Val Koven. 
Contact Information:  Val Koven 
16173 NW Birdie Lane Portland, OR 97229 
Phone: 503-614-8277, E-mail: valmaka@aol.com 

Finnish-American Literary Heritage Foundation Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars ! 
 

Sunday March 3, 2002   2:00 PM 
Kalevala Day Festival 

Nordic Heritage Museum 
Contact: Lauri Kivimaki,  

President, Finnish Choral Society of Seattle 
206-281-8434 

Student needing help (The following was received on the FFSC email address) 
Hei! Lähetä vastaus alla olevaan osoitteeseen ja laita tämän posti edelleen eteenpäin muille 
Suomalaisille naisille... 
19.11.2001 
I am a student of general history in the University of Turku, Finland and I’m doing my master’s thesis 
about the phases of lives of Finnish-born women who moved from Finland to North America after the 
World War II. The gathering of the information is done through questionnaires, but I haven’t been able 
to reach enough women for my study. So now I turn to you (Editors) and ask you if you could help me. 
I would need more contact addresses (e-mail or mail) of Finnish-born women who would be willing to 
participate in my study. If you know such women (or if you are yourself such a woman), I’d be very 
grateful if you sent their addresses to me or sent this request forward to them. I will deal all the 
information with confidence!! I thank you beforehand for all your help! 
Yours sincerely,  
Johanna Leinonen , johlei@utu.fi ; johlei@hotmail.com  
Henrikinkatu 8 as 12, 20500 Turku, FINLAND  
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The 23rd annual Finnish Community Bazaar 
filled the Nordic Heritage Museum on Nov. 3 with 
sales tables, a steady line of smiling faces, good 
conversation, raffles, and delicious treats. 
Organized by the Finnish American Heritage 
Committee, the participants included the Consul 
of Finland Matti Suokko, Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter, the Finnish 
Cooking Club, the Finnish Lutheran 
Church, the Katrilli Folkdancers, artist 
Linda Fornas Ladzick, the Order of 
Runeberg, the Seattle Finnish Choral 
Society, Suomen Ystävät at the 
University of Washington, the Suomi-
Finland Room Committee of the Nordic 
Heritage Museum, Suomi Koulu, the 
Swedish Finn Historical Society, Travel 
Time, the Tanhuajat Folkdancers, and 
the United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and 
Sisters. 

The Finnish American Heritage 
Committee especially thanks Ellen 
Erickson, Art Heino, Grace Heino, Ed 

Jarva, Paavo 
Leinonen, Terttu 
Leinonen, Eleanor 
Payne, Esther Reed, 
Miriam Tungate, 
Benita Westerberg, 
and Norman 
Westerberg for their 
outstanding help. 

Mark your 2002 
calendar for the 
bazaar on Nov. 2, 
2002! 

Finnish Community Bazaar Buzzed with Activity 
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Getting to know all about you - could be a 
theme for the Finnish Bazaar event that has 
proved to be such a success for TWENTY-THREE 
years, the first being held in November 1979. 

The event was the brilliant idea of an 
illustrious person in our Finnish community. A 
person of forethought and sight, who was truly 
interested in the preservation and continuity of 
the future-future of our Finnish Forefathers' 
culture and customs. 

For the first time various organizations 
coming together had an opportunity to become 
friends and learn of each others’ whys and 
wherefores, to realize that we all had the same 
purposes even though each group had a different 
way of functioning. We can truly say, " We are a 

Community, in spirit and deeds". 

Just who is this person we speak of so 
highly? None other than our own respected friend 
- LEO UTTER. We can never thank him enough for 
giving us an event that will continue for years to 
come. It will be an opportunity for you and I to 
see friends at least once a year - to keep in touch. 
See you next year!!! 

Thank you, again, LEO, for being so smart. 

P.S. Another person I wish to pay respect to 
is the 'gal' who monitors the kitchen crew during 
the Bazaar. She is everywhere. I was told that 
when she was very small she never walked - she 
ran.  And she is still running from here to there 
and getting things done. Thank you MARTHA 
STRAND - (Marti to most of us). 

Paljon Kiitoksia, From all of us. 

Sirkka Wilson, Seattle, Washington 
,
 
F
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"Getting to Know You" 

Sirkka Wilson manning her usual 
table at the Bazaar 

Suomi Koulu and FFSC tables 

Leo Utter at his usual Finnish American Heritage 
Committee table. 
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Toivotamme Iloista Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta 2002! 
Jatkuvasta tuestanne kiittäen, 

Seattlen Suomikoululaiset 
 

Wishing You a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2002! 
Thank You for your continuing support, 

Finnish School of Seattle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for visiting us at the Finnish    Suomi Koulu students participated in the 
Community Bazaar in November!                     Children’s Mass at the FLC. 
 
Come join in on the fun of learning 
Spring semester will kick off right after the holidays. We will have two groups meeting at the 
Finnish Lutheran Church in Ballard.  
Parent/Child playgroup and preschool for ages 0-4 will meet on Thursdays from 10am-12noon 
starting January 10th, 2002.  
Saturday School (for ages 5 and up) meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month from 10am-
12: 30pm starting January 12th, 2002.  
Please contact teacher Suvi Lyrintzis with any questions about our classes.  
 
Registration for the spring semester has started. Forms can be found on our website at  
www.finnsnw.com/suomi_koulu.html or by mail from Minna Rudd 626 NE 6th St North Bend, WA 
98045 
 

Seattlen Suomi Koulu – Finnish School of Seattle 
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Calgary Festival 
The Calgary Finlandia Club would like to 

welcome all friends of Finland or of Finnish 
heritage to celebrate the 63rd Finnish-Canadian 
Grand Festival on June 28 - July 1, 2002.  The 
festival has been scheduled just before the 
Calgary Stampede, with two days off to view the 
majestic sites in Banff and other areas in the 
Rocky Mountains, or see the unique points of 
interest in southern Alberta.  Therefore plan for a 
one week stay in order to take in all the special 
experiences. 

The Grand Festival will be centred at the 
University of Calgary, same as in 1983.  
Economical accommodation and meals are 
available at the student residence, and more 
comfortable surroundings are available in motels 
within walking distance of the campus.  The 
market, art show and Finnish movies are located 
in the residence complex between the rooms and 
the dining area.  The majority of the programs 
will take place on campus.  Transportation will be 
needed only to the dances at the Scandinavian 
Centre and to the Stampede breakfast. 

A number of performers, lecturers and 
market vendors have indicated their interest in 
participating at the festival.  There are still spots 
available, so those interested in taking part 
should contact the organizing committee.  You 
can contact by e-mail at PAhonen@home.com, 
telephone (403) 289-0757 or write to the Calgary 
Finlandia Club, 739 - 20 Ave. N.W., Calgary, AB, 
Canada,  T2M 1E2.  More information is available from www.Welcome.to/2002FinnGrandFest.  
Information / registration brochures are also available to you and your friends by requesting 
via any of the above methods. 

The organizing committee is working hard to continue the long tradition of the Finnish-
Canadian Grand Festivals by proudly carrying the torch 
received in Sudbury at the last festival. 

Veli Niinimaa 

 

Seattle Lodge #11 
Wishes Everyone 

“A JOYFUL CHRISTMAS” 

and a 
“HAPPY NEW YEAR OF 2002” 

 
 
 

98th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, February 10 , 2002 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th 
(enter parking lot from NW 68th) 

We cordially invite you to celebrate with us at a 
happy social afternoon with friends, after a brief 

business meeting. 
Tervetuloa! Näkemiin! 

 
Join us in Seattle for the 

Grand Lodge Convention 
August 15-17, 2002 

Holiday Inn Select off I-405 in Renton 
 

Contact Lynn B. Wirta at lbwirta@juno.com 
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The annual FFSC Finnish Independence Day Celebration was held at the Mountaineers in Seattle on 
Saturday December 8.  The President’s Award was presented to Mikko Männistö for his outstanding 
service to the Finnish community. Other highlights of the festivities included musical interludes by the 
Nico & Seppo Duo, featured speaker Heljä Nurmela, remarks by FFSC Scholarship recipient Meg 
Bingham, musical numbers by the Finnish Choral Society of Seattle conducted by Maarit Vaga, and 
drawings for the door prizes. Then dancing to Pete Leinonen’s Salon du Swing. 
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FFSC Gives Special Thanks to  
Prize Donors  

for the 
2001 Finnish Independence Day 

Celebration 
On December 8th at the Mountaineers Club 

in Seattle 
 
Our annual Finnish Independence Day 
Celebration Dinner and Dance is always a 
festive occasion, with special music, 
dinner, dancing, and door prizes. We wish 
to extend special thanks to the donors of 
our door prizes.  Their generosity deserves 
special recognition as they play a big part 
in the continuing success our annual 
Independence Day Celebrations. 
 

Vase 
Chartreuse 

 
$100 Gift Certificate 

IKEA 
 

Leather Carry-on Bag 
TravelTime 

 
$25 Gift Certificate 

Scandinavian Specialties 
 

Round Trip Ticket from Seattle to Helsinki 
Scandinavian Airlines System  

 
 
 
 

We hope that you will support them too 
by favoring them with your patronage! 
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Christmas carols ring out, everywhere is 
decorated, and Christmas is in the air. 
Christmastime can rightly be called the Finns' 
most important festive period. Christmas in 
Finland is strongly associated with family and 
relatives. Children are on holiday from school and 
work slows down to allow as many people as 
possible to celebrate Christmas to the full. 
Generally speaking, Christmas in Finland is 
celebrated over three days. The Finns eat 
Christmas dinner and Santa comes with the 
presents on Christmas Eve. Christmas Day is a 
time of peace and quiet within the family, while 
on Boxing Day people visit friends or, in the 
countryside, often go on a traditional sleigh ride.  

The sights, sounds and smells of Christmas are 
evident from the end of November. The Christmas 
shopping streets open with appropriate pomp, the 
Christmas lights are switched on, candles are lit. 
Christmas carols ring out and virtually the whole 
nation is invited to at least one Christmas party, 
at work or at the home of friends, to drink "glögi", 
the traditional mulled wine. 

Although the New Testament gives no precise 
indication of the date of the birth of Christ, 
Christians have celebrated it on 25th December 
ever since the fourth century. Earlier, the birth of 
Christ was celebrated on the feast of the 
Epiphany, a day which the Orthodox Church still 
considers even more important than Christmas 
Day and which commemorates the baptism of 
Christ. In pagan times, celebrations were common 
in the northern parts of Europe during the darkest 
period of winter. 

In accordance with ancient tradition, the 
town clerk of the city of Turku, in southwest 
Finland, publicly proclaims the beginning of 
Christmas peace at noon on Christmas Eve. The 
message is broadcast to the entire nation on radio 
and television. The tradition of announcing peace 
during Christmastime is an old Nordic custom, 
which probably dates from the Middle Ages. In pre
-Christian times there were as many as 27 
different 'times of peace' in the course of a year, 
including time dedicated for women, court 
sessions and harvesting. To this day, the idea of 
peace remains alive in the Finnish greeting 
"Rauhallista Joulua,", Peaceful Christmas. 

Christmas Eve dinner is the principal 
traditional meal of the year. Families with 
children very often have their meal before the 
arrival of Santa Claus; adults wait patiently to 
settle down and eat later in the evening. The 
most important seasonal food is Christmas ham. 
Swede and potato casseroles have been part of 
the traditional Christmas fare in western Finland 
since the 18th century. Earlier the Christmas Eve 
meal also included stockfish and rice porridge, but 
today the various dishes are served over several 
days. For example, rice porridge is often served at 
lunchtime on Christmas Eve. Culinary traditions 

differ between eastern and western Finland. 
Western Finnish traditions have been influenced 
by Sweden and eastern ones by the region of 
Karelia. 

Growing prosperity has led to changes in 
traditional Finnish Christmas fare. Ham may be 
replaced by turkey. Gravlax, pickled herring, roe, 
vegetable salads and cold cuts are often served as 
hors d'oeuvres. 

Pastries, too, including ginger snaps and prune
-filled puff pastry pies are served at Christmas. 
Making a gingerbread house is part of Christmas 
preparations in families with children. 

The highlight of Christmas in families with 
children is undoubtedly the arrival of Santa Claus. 
He and his wife live in peace and harmony on 
Korvatunturi Fell, in Finnish Lapland. Most often, 
though, you will see him in Rovaniemi on the 
Arctic Circle, where he has his workshop. You can 
visit him there at any time of the year. 

You can just imagine the joy when the 
children hear the knock on the door and their long 
wait is finally rewarded. Santa Claus arrives with 
the presents. He has come by reindeer-drawn 
sleigh all the way from Lapland. Children fully 
understand that he might have had to leave the 
reindeer at a few kilometers away for practical 
reasons. Even though Santa might not reach each 
and every house, presents are always given out on 
Christmas Eve, usually after the family dinner. 

The Finns remember deceased friends and 
relatives on Christmas Eve by placing lighted 
candles on their graves. The rows and rows of 
candles on the graves of soldiers lost in the war 
are a particularly impressive and moving sight in 
the dark winter's night. 

Going to church is another Christmas 
tradition. Midnight services on Christmas Eve and 
early-morning services on Christmas Day are the 
most common forms of worship. 

Christmas Day in Finland is a quiet occasion 
when family and relations get together. Boxing 
Day is more public. In days gone by Boxing Day 
was when the young people of the family were 
allowed to go out for a sleigh ride. The tradition 
lives on today in many places in the countryside.  

CHRISTMAS IN FINLAND 
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In my childhood home the typical Christmas dinner was around 4-5 pm on Christmas Eve. 

Though as a child I don’t remember really enjoying so much about the dinner, because the 
Christmas presents were still to come and that waiting just took away all the appetite. 

Later in life, that’s ALL you are thinking, to get to the Christmas dinner table that your mother 
has prepared for you!!  Oh, how I miss it this year, being far away from home! 

The typical menu started always with “Silli-Rosolli” with pink whipping cream colored with 
beetroot juice. With rosolli we often had Lox (graavilohta) and baked potatoes (peeled).  After that 
(you are already totally full!) comes the “kinkku”-ham or turkey. Ham is more traditional but turkey is 
coming to Finnish Christmas tables more and more. All sorts of casseroles; carrot/rise, potato, 
rutabaga at least, is served with the ham. Often we had even Karjalanpaisti, Karelian roast is served 
on the side. 

After the full menu, we normally had a little break and maybe shared the presents, sang a little, 
and the dessert was still to come. 

That was my favorite and still is.  Riisivanukas! Rise pudding, served with cold berry soup. 

Maybe it was also that after opening the presents you could eat again, when the anxiety was all 
taken away, for a year, at least. 

I want to share my “riisivanukas”- rice pudding recipe with you and hope you get to enjoy it as 
much as I do. 

 
Rice pudding 
 
6-7 dl cold rice porridge 
3 tbls sliced almonds 
1 dl raisins 
½ dl sugar 
3 eggs 
2 dl cream 
 
 
 
Enjoy with good friends 
and family! Nauti 
puurosta ystävien ja 
kylänmiesten kanssa! 

 Lena Hartikainen 
 

CHRISTMAS IN FINLAND 

1. Mix rice porridge, almonds, raisins and sugar 
2. Add eggs, one at a time. Add cream. 
3. Check the taste and pour into a oven casserole  
4. Cook in 175 C for about 20 minutes and then raise the temperature 

to 200C. Cook an additional 10 minutes or when the pudding has 
gotten a nice golden color. 

5. Serve with berry (cranberry -blueberry or any other berry) soup. 



$$$ 
Remember to 
give us your 

NEW 
addresses!! 

 
Members who are moving are 
reminded to send us those address 
changes promptly!  
 
FFSC is charged by the US Post 
Office for every incorrect address! 

 

Byron Wicks 
Financial Services 

 
 

Menu of Services 
 

• Income Tax Preparation 

• Tax Reduction Strategies 

• Asset Management 

• Retirement and College Funding 

• Life and Long Term Care Insurance 

• Fixed and Variable Annuities 

• Stock, Bonds, Mutual Funds 

• Roth IRAs, Traditional IRAs 

• Tax-Deferred and tax-free investments 

• Wealth Building Strategies 

 
Serving Seattle and the Eastside 

 

Byron Wicks, CFS 
Financial Advisor 

Phone: (425) 643-1313 
 

Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Securities, Inc. Member SIPC 
Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Services, Inc. 
6333 North State Hwy 161, Suite 400, Irving, TX 75038, (972) 870-6000 
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Correction to Address published in our Aug/Sept issue: 
Consulate General of Finland 
1801 Century Park East 
Suite 2100 
Los Angeles, CA  90067 
tel. 310-203-9903, fax 310-203-9186 
info@finlandla.org 

FinnFest USA 2002 Returns to Minnesota 
Planning committees are busily preparing for 
the 
Return of FinnFest USA to Minneapolis. The 
dates are August 7 to 11 at the University of 
Minnesota campus. The first FinnFest USA 
was hosted by Minneapolis in 1983. Details 
for registration will be released soon. 

Finnish Language Teachers 
Needed  
for the  

FFSC Finnish Language Classes 
 

These classes are held every Thursday 
evening at 7 PM at the  

Finnish Lutheran Church,  8504 13th 
Avenue NW in Ballard. 

 
Winter Session 2002 

January 10 — March 28, 2002 
 

If you can teach a class, please contact 
Volunteer Coordinator,  

Carl Torkko at 206-244-6820  or Byron 
Wicks at 425-641-8724  



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 

** Dues and donations are not tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC  Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle WA  98125 
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