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Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 

Dec 6  FFSC Independence Day Celebration 

Dec 11, 14, 21, 25 Christrmas Celebrations at the Finnish Lutheran Church—page 7 

Jan 4 11:15 AM Northwest Pelimannit  play at Pancake Breakfast at Swedish Cultural Center 

Jan 8  Finnish Language Classes begin 

Jan 9—Feb 1  The Complete Aki Kaurismäki Retrospective  - page 20 

Jan 20  Finnish Culture Lecture Series begins at the UW—page 11 

Jan 25  Mostly Nordic-Iceland Program 

Feb 7 1 PM Forgotten Heroes of Finland’s Wars 1939-1944—Swedish Cultural Center 

Feb 11-15  FinnFest—Lake Worth & Lantana, Florida—page 21 

Feb 15  Mostly Nordic-Norway Program 

Feb 20 7:30 PM Northwest Pelimannit play at the 3rd Friday Dance at Cedar Valley 
   Grange. For more info, contact Gay L Nixon at gaynixon@juno.com 
   or call 425 743-5450 

Mar  Kalevala Day 

Mar 14  Mostly Nordic—Finland Program—The Karelian Ensemble 

Apr 25  Mostly Nordic-Sweden Program 

May 8  Tanhuajat 30th Anniversary Celebration—Nordic Heritage Museum 

May 23  Mostly Nordic-Denmark Program 

 

Be sure to check our web site at www.finnsnw.com  for late breaking events. 

If you would like to receive email reminders and notices of events that  
did not make our newsletter, please send a note to Pentti Rinne at 
pentti@pentti.seanet.com. 

FFSC email address:    FFSC@finns.org 
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 Linda Banks Seattle WA 
 Ted & Lillian Bartholomew Tacoma WA 
 Anna-Leena & Louis Christensen Mercer Island WA 
 John & Miriam Dooley  
 Marja Hall Bellevue WA 
 Aska, Karen & Brian Hamalainen Camano Island WA 
 Eli & Aune Hepokoski Renton WA 
 Saima Hyppa Buckley WA 
 Ed & Natalie Jarva Seattle WA 
 Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers Seattle WA 
 Lauri & Kerttu Kivimaki Seattle WA 
 Hilda Wilson Krahn Seattle WA 
 Carita & John Laakso  
 Aune Linnala Vancouver BC Canada 
 Wayne & Sylvia Maki Seattle WA 
 Fred & Aini Messmer Marysville WA 
 Leo Nalli Seattle WA 
 Edwin O. Nurmi Mesa AZ 
 Hera Wäre Owen Seattle WA 
 Sabrina Linnala Price Calabasas CA 
 Kea Rehn & Doug Chatfield  
 Pentti & Anna-Liisa Rinne Bellevue WA 
 Hanna Sarkanen Seattle WA 
 Esther E. Sellers Edmonds WA 
 Laura Maki Seznick Seattle WA 
 Dale & Doris Snow Kirkland WA 
 Laina Taipale Camano Island WA 
 Miriam Tungate  
 Leo Utter Kenmore WA 
 Noel Wannebo, Nikki & Kirja Bruzzichesi Ballard WA 
 Shirley White Seattle WA 
 The Ken Williams Family Kirkland WA 
 Lempi Wilson Edmonds WA 
 Sonny & Lynn Wirta Seattle WA 
 
 Helmi Kortes- & John E. Erkkila Vancouver WA 

Holiday Greetings with Peace and Goodwill to All 
 
  Carl Jarvie  Seattle WA 

Best of Luck 
 
 Travel Time—Anne, Pirjo, Jennifer, Erin & Sarah  Bellevue WA 

Wishing you and your family a wonderful Holiday Season. 
 
  Aune & Ted Wannebo Bremerton WA  

Hauskaa Joulua ja Onnellista Uuta Vuotta Kaikille! 
 
  Byron & Elisabeth Wicks  Bellevue WA 

Peace on Earth 
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Mostly Nordic Music Series begins with New Year  

With 2004 comes the start of the ninth 
annual Mostly Nordic Chamber Music Series at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum. Unlike any series in the 
city, Mostly Nordic showcases the music of each of 
the Nordic countries in five separate concerts. 
Furthermore, each concert is followed by a 
smorgasbord of food common to the country 
whose music is featured. This combination of 
feeding the bodies and the souls of concert-goers 
has proved immensely popular. 

Taking the stage for Finland on March 14 
will be the Karelian Ensemble from the border 
regions with Russia. This trio of musicians will 
play a wide-ranging program, "From the Land of 
Kalevala," on a variety of instruments, including 
kanteles, wooden flutes, bow lyres, sami drums, 
scythes, mandolins, accordions, and harmonicas. 
This Seattle performance by the Karelian 
Ensemble is part of a 2004 U.S. tour by the group. 

Music from Iceland will start the Mostly 
Nordic season on January 25, followed by an 
appearance by the Habbestad Ensemble from 
Norway on February 15. After the mid-season 
Finnish concert, the Odeon String Quartet Sweden 
will play the music of Sweden on April 25, while 
the Metropolitan Piano Trio performs romantic 
masterpieces from the "Danish Golden Age" on May 

23. 

All concerts begin promptly at 4:00 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the Nordic Heritage Museum. 
Artistic Director Lisa Bergman begins each concert 
with a brief, but always informative, introduction 
to the music to be heard. A musician herself, 
Bergman will perform in the last concert of the 
season as a member of the Metropolitan Piano 
Trio. 

For more information about single or 
series tickets, contact the Nordic Heritage 
Museum at (206) 789-5707. Act quickly, though, 
for these concerts-smorgasbords have been known 
to sell out. Tickets make excellent Christmas gifts 
for music-lovers on your list. 

The Scandinavian Hour 
Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 

206-440-1134 
The Scandinavian Hour, an hour-long radio broadcast dedicated to music and 

programming of Scandinavian origin or interest. 
Join hosts Doug Warne and Ron Olsen as they once again share a little bit of 

Scandinavia with their listeners on Saturday mornings. 

Finnish Folkdance Lessons 
Beginners and singles are welcome 

Wednesday nights, beginning 
January 22, 2004 at 7.30pm 

Location in Ballard: 
8504 - 13t Ave NW 
Seattle Wa 98117 

Suggested small donation  
For more information, contact 
Sirkku Vasama 206-619-3219 

svasama@aol.com 
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An interesting multi-media presentation 
will be given Saturday, February 7, 2004, at 1:00 
PM at the Swedish Cultural Center in Seattle. The 
admission is free, and the program will be 
followed by an opportunity to socialize and enjoy 
a Scandinavian coffee table.  

Guest speakers will highlight events that 
led to the 1939-44 wars in which 3.5 million Finns 
defended their country against Soviet Union, a 
nation of 180 million. The presentations focus 
especially on the story of the Swedish, Norwegian, 
and Danish volunteers who came to the aid of 
Finland in her most desperate hour. Of the 
Scandinavian volunteers able to reach Finland 
during the Winter War, 8680 were Swedes, 1010 
Danes, and 727 Norwegians. A majority of them 
served in the SFK, Svenska Frivillig Kåren (Swedish 
Volunteer Corps). By assuming responsibility for 
the defense of all of northern Finland, these 
volunteer forces allowed Marshal Mannerheim to 
transfer his Finnish reserves to the decisive 
battles on the Karelian Isthmus. Many continued 
to fight for Finland in the Continuation War 1941-
44. One of the volunteers, Lt. Col. Orvar Nilsson 
from Sweden, will be present at this Seattle 
presentation (courtesy Scandinavian Airlines). 

Today, these aging volunteers are 
confronted with the reality that their memory 
may be forever lost or forgotten. Since 1975 SFK 
has held an 80 km (50 miles) long Memorial Ski 
March on cross-country skis every five years to 

commemorate their grueling trek to the front 
lines north of the Arctic Circle in temperatures 
reaching –49 Centigrade (- 56 F). This Ski March is 
their chosen memorial and a living symbol of 
Nordic unity. To secure the continuation of this 
event, a fund managed by Finlandia Foundation 
Trust has been established in the USA. Donations 
to this fund are most welcome. The SFK has its 
own website www.svenskafrivilliga.com with 
interesting information and stories. 

For additional information call Norman 
Westerberg (Consul Emeritus of Finland in Seattle) 
at (425) 454-9452 (e-mail: enormw@aol.com). He 
would also like to know if any reader has relatives 
or friends, living or dead, which served in these 
Scandinavian volunteer forces. This may be 
information of interest to share on February 7. 

The Scandinavian Volunteers who helped save Finland 
The Forgotten Heroes of Finland’s Wars 1939-1944 

The 25th annual Finnish Community 
Bazaar on November 1 filled the Nordic Heritage 
Museum auditorium to capacity with booths from 
a dozen Seattle Finnish organizations. Six 
organizations, including Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter, were honored by the organizing 
Finnish American Heritage Committee for 
participating in all 25 bazaars. In adjoining 
classrooms, Liisa Mannery had organized a good 
representation of local artists and craftsmen for 
exhibition, and Suomi Koulu offered activities for 
the youngsters, including letter writing to 
joulupukki at the Arctic Circle.  

Smiling faces, exchanges of handshakes 
and hugs seemed to continue through the day, 
and sales of pulla, baked goods and a variety of 
wares were offered, in addition to several raffles, 
and luncheon snacks.  

The Finnish American Heritage Committee 
especially thanks Tuija Kaarrekoski for organizing 
the kitchen preparations, Leena and Ben Moffett, 
Gordon Kennedy, Art and Grace Heino, Mikko 
Männistö, Kirsti Kaarrekoski, Aino Ottelin, Shirley 
Roberts, Ed and Eleanor Payne, Karla Anderson 
and Sonny Wirta. All the organizations are 
appreciated for their participation.  

The 26th annual Finnish Community 
Bazaar is scheduled for November 13, 2004. 

Finnish Community Bazaar celebrated 25 Years 

http://www.svenskafrivilliga.com/


 

In Memoriam 
Hugo Utter 
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It might make sense to give an end-of-
the year report to members of the Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter as the old year gives 
way to the new. However, our organization does 
not really operate on a calendar year, since our 
officers are always elected in the Spring to 
assume their positions on July 1. For us then, 
this is mid-year; not year's end.  That's still a 
good time for a look backward and ahead. 

I think it's fair to say that the time 
between July 1 and December 31, 2003, has 
been very busy. In the last issue of this 
newsletter, I wrote of all the planning and 
preparations that went into an event that we 
were not even aware of on July 1. That was, of 
course, the very successful Semmarit concert on 
October 4. But there was little time to savor 
that success, for we were to participate in the 
Finnish Community Bazaar on November 1 and in 
the Cultural Crossroads Celebration on November 
7-9. We were also happy to be co-sponsors of the 
excellent Finnish Cinema Day on the University 
of Washington Campus on November 8. 

In the meantime, while all this activity 
was afoot, under the very able direction of Vice 
President Minna Rudd, we initiated a 
membership drive. We should have a final 
assessment of that effort by the end of the year, 
but, thus far, it too appears to have been 
effective. Dozens of applications for new and 
renewed membership have come in since the 
drive began. Many of you have decided to save 
some money by beating the deadline of 
December 5, when increased membership dues 
will take effect. Some of you who sought out 
new members or who increased your 
membership to the sponsoring or life level were 
motivated by the possibility of winning two 
round-trip tickets to Finland via SAS. Whatever 
the case, we thank you for responding so well to 
the membership drive. 

We will not rest, however, with the end 
of the drive. One of the primary purposes of your 
Executive Board during its term is to increase 
membership in the FFSC. We are of the view that 

only a growing and expanding organization has 
the vitality to accomplish its purposes. We will 
continue to reach out in every way we can think 
of for new members. 

Still, the greatest attraction to new 
members and appeal to current members is an 
organization that is doing exciting things to 
disseminate Finnish culture in the area. 

That's true, whether the FFSC is the sole 
sponsor of events, like the recent Independence 
Day Dinner Dance, is the primary sponsor, as in 
the case of Semmarit, or is a supporting sponsor, 
as we were for the Finnish Cinema Day, or as we 
will be in the eagerly-anticipated Kaurismäki 
film retrospective in January. (For details, see 
article elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

At the FFSC Annual Meeting last April, 
members had an opportunity to express their 
concerns about the state of the organization. I 
heard two major themes: The need to increase 
the membership base and the need to generate 
more activities with widespread member appeal. 
The new Executive Board listened then and has 
tried since to respond. What has become 
increasingly clear to us is just how connected 
these purposes are.   

 
Gary London, FFSC President 
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The congregation of the Finnish 
Lutheran Church (FLC) in Seattle has been 
steadily growing during the past twenty years 
and is now more active than ever. The Chapel 
which seats seventy in the pews is frequently 
filled to capacity, and extra chairs have to 
brought in. Services are held in Finnish and 
English on alternating weeks under the 
leadership of Pastor Seppo Hartikainen and 
Music Director/Organist Maria Mannisto. Many 
reasons to celebrate, and Sunday, October 19, 
2003 was picked for a big one, as explained 
below. For many months members had 
volunteered to help spruce up the building and 
the surroundings, like replacing windows in the 
sanctuary, refurbished the hardwood floor in the 
Fellowship Hall, raising two flag poles and 
adding a blue awning at the entrance, etc. And, 

the input and dedication of volunteers at the 
event itself was incredible,    

The festivities started at the Church at 
noon. Special arrangements had been made to 
seat eighty persons in the sanctuary upstairs and 
close to one hundred below in the Maki 
Fellowship Hall. The service upstairs was video 
filmed and shown on a big screen downstairs. 
Ten pastors participated, including all past FLC 
pastors: Richard Rintala (1981—86, now residing 
in Arizona), Jarmo Tarkki (1986-94, California), 
and Auvo Naukkarinen (1995-99, Helsinki) . 

During the “opening ceremony”, Council 
President Norman Westerberg welcomed all and 
gave a brief history of the life of the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Condolences to 
Brian Utter and Jeffrey Utter, in the 

  loss of their father 

  Leo Utter, in the loss of his brother 

 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 
The Finnish Lutheran Church is located just north of Seattle, Washington 

at 8504 13th Avenue NW. We offer worship services in both the Finnish and 
English languages. The Finnish Language Worship Service is on the 2nd, 4th & 
5th Sundays of each month. The English Language Worship service is offered on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Our Worship Services begins at 10:00 
AM on each Sunday. We offer a Sunday School for the younger people to attend 
during the Worship Service.  (Please note that Sunday services begin at 10 AM 
not 11 as previously reported.) 

We encourage you to stay and join us for coffee and refreshments 
following the Worship Service and allow us to share our hospitality.  

 

Christmas Programs— 

Nov 30 –Special Advent Program, Hoosianna 
Dec 7 - Independence of Finland-Mass, visiting young Finnish pastor from faculty of Theology, 
Helsinki—wear decorations!! 
Dec 11 - 7 PM - Sing-A-Long  with Old and New Carols with Band playing, solos. With joulupuuro!! 
Dec 14 - Lucia procession & FCS Christmas Concert at Church 
Dec 21 - Special Kid’s Xmas!!!! Sunday School is in charge of this Special day’s program!!!! 
Dec 25 – 10 AM - Christmas Mass – choir. Special music. 

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 

Seattle Finnish Lutheran Church  
Celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its Building on October 19 
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CHARTREUSE—new location 

2609 1st Avenue in  

Belltown, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian and international new design  

Many designer pieces from the 1950s through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl,  

Royal Copenhagen, Holmegaard,  

Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

congregation. Greetings were presented by the 
Honorable Erkki Huittinen, Consul General of 
Finland in Los Angeles, the Rev.Tom Davis of the 
Native American congregation that uses the 
facility for its Sunday evening services, the Rev. 
Auvo Naukkarinen, representing the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Finland, and by the Rev. Antti 
Lepisto, President of the Suomi Conference. 

In his remarks Norman Westerberg noted: 

“Ministries by ordained pastors of the 
Lutheran Church of Finland in the Seattle 
area began in 1908. Our congregation’s roots 
go back to 1919, when the Finnish 
Evangelical Church of Suomi Synod was 
formed (later, when in the 1960’s the Suomi 
Synod congregations were merged into other 
LCA synods, longtime Pastor Otto Kaarto 
responded by disengaging his congregation 
from the Synod). 

Fifty years ago, in the fall of 1953, 
groundbreaking ceremonies were held on the 
grounds where we are today. An old photo 
shows a visiting pastor from Astoria, Oregon, 

with a bible in his hand, standing next to a 
huge organ on top of a small truck parked in 
the middle of the brush. This building has 
served us and the entire Finnish-American 
community very well for fifty years. A great 
reason to celebrate, and be thankful to the 
small “sisukas” group of volunteers that 
raised it. 

After the death of Pastor Kaarto in 1978 
(he served for almost 40 years) no services 
were held for some time. The number of 
active church-goers had dwindled to a 
handful. During this dark period, an 
independent congregation of non-Finnish 
Lutherans gained access to this building and 
began holding services here, and even locked 
the Finns out. This thriller is described in 
our FLC History booklet, fresh from the 
printer, edited by Council Past President 
Brad Borland. Well, Finnish “sisu” soon 
emerged. Meetings were held within the 
Finnish community to discuss the fate of the 
congregation, an attorney was hired, and a 
lawsuit was brought against the squatters. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter was 
represented with a booth at the 13th annual 
Cultural Crossroads Festival on the weekend of 
Nov. 7-9 at the Bellevue Crossroads Mall. 
Organized by the Ethnic Heritage Council, the 
festival also included international entertainment 
on two stages. 

Those attending the booth, including 
Gary and Kaisa London, Norman and Benita 
Westerberg, Leo Utter, Pentti Rinne, Petra 
Mengelt, Virve Vainio, Esko Männistö and Paula 
Price, can attest to the variety of ways in which 
the public relates to Finland, and usually in very 
positive ways. 

Finnish entertainment was provided 
during the weekend by the Tanhuajat and Katrilli 
Folkdancers, and the Northwest Pelimannit. 

Cultural Crossroads includes Finland 
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This is tribute to all those Finnish 
language students that very seldom are talked 
about. 

The choirs, the church, the folkdancing 
groups and musicians draw attention to 
themselves by being visible. We go to hear them 
sing, dance and talk, and play music. We write 
about them.  And all these groups certainly 
deserve all the attention given them. Before the 
finished product a lot of time and work has gone 
to preparation and rehearsals. But we seldom 
hear about those who devote their time to 
learning the Finnish language.  

They come punctually every week, year 
after year, and disappear to the lower level of the 
Finnish church to emerge again two hours later, 
only to quietly vanish in the darkness of the night. 
They go home and continue studying. They are of 
Finnish origin, or Finland friends for reasons of 
their own, like the rest of us. Punainen kyna 
cannot even begin to know what effort it takes to 
learn the vocabulary that does not connect with 
any other language, how to remember all the 
cases, the conjugations, the consonant 
gradations, and finally how to assemble it all so it 
starts making any sense. Punainen kyna already 
knows it all, they say. 

For many years Punainen kyna has had the 

privilege of being part of the learning process, 
and certainly also learned a lot from the students. 
But Punainen kyna is a red pen that always got to 
make the corrections and teach - on the easier 
side of the fence - and hope to be there again in 
the future. 

In the process it (she) has come to realize 
that we who speak the language can help every 
time we meet these studious people. They want 
to hear us speak Finnish and to learn to speak it 
themselves. Punainen kyna is guilty as anyone 
else. So next time we meet one of these Finnish 
language students, let’s help. They are happy if 
they get just one short sentence at a time, and 
lots of encouragement. 

After all we do all these things to enjoy 
and maintain the Finnish culture. But if we do not 
understand the language, we only get a small part 
of it. With respect to the Finnish language 
students. 

Punainen kyna 

Punaisen kynan mietteita (Thoughts of the Red Pen)  

Join us for the spring semester!  
 FFSC Finnish language classes 

Thursdays at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Ballard 

 

 SPRING SEMESTER 2004 

Levels from beginner to advanced 

January 8th— March 11th, 2004 

 

 Cost: $65 for FFSC members 

$80 for non-members 

Text books: $35-40 (varies by class) 

 
 Information: 

Principal Teacher  - John Parker  
206-527 1161  

 

 Tervetuloa mukaan oppimaan suomea! 
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Finnish Cinema Day was held at the 
University of Washington Husky Union Building 
Theater on Nov. 8, 2003. The event was organized 
by the Consulate of Finland, Seattle and the 
Department of Scandinavian Studies, Finnish 
Studies Program. The day featured a visit by 
special guests Irina Björklund and Peter Franzén, 
who acted in all four movies screened during the 
course of the day. Björklund and Franzén 
introduced each film and also answered questions 
about them. The films screened were chosen to 
serve a broad audience. The day opened with the 
children’s film Rolli (2001, Rölli ja metsänhenki) 
directed by Olli Saarela and starring Franzén. It 
was followed by the war and love story Ambush 
(1999, Rukajärven tie), also directed by Saarela 
and starring both Björklund and Franzén. The 
day’s third film was The Rose Garden (1996, 
Ruusutarha), an art film directed by Maria 
Ruotsala and starring Björklund. Finnish Cinema 
Day’s feature presentation was the true-crime 
story Bad Boys (2003, Pahat Pojat), directed by 
Aleksi Mäkelä and starring Franzén. The diverse 
offering of films was viewed by more than six 
hundred people during the course of the event, a 
number the organizers could have hardly dared to 
hope for. Thanks to all who attended! 

The success of the event can be 
attributed to the support of Seattle’s Finnish 
community for cultural events. As Finn Fest, the 
annual Finnish Bazaar, recent concerts by Pohjan 
Laulu and Semmarit, the Finnish-Lutheran 
Church’s Fiftieth Anniversary, and other 
happenings suggest, cultural events are central to 
the identity of the Finnish community in Seattle. 

Like other events, Finnish Cinema Day’s success 
belongs to the many who helped make the day 
happen, including community sponsors such as 
Scandinavian Airlines, Travel Time, the Finlandia 
Foundation, the Finnish-American Chamber of 
Commerce, and Idepix. Financial support from the 
University of Washington and its Department of 
Scandinavian Studies also contributed to the 
event’s success. The organizers are especially 
thankful to these sponsors. While cooperation 
with sponsors was crucial, strong attendance at 
the event truly made the day an energy-filled, 
interesting, exciting, and special occasion. All 
donations made by attendees to support the event 
have been given to Seattle’s Finnish School and to 
the Finnish Studies Program at UW. These 
institutions thank you for your support!  

Andy Nestingen 
Assistant Professor 

University of Washington 
Department of Scandinavian Studies 

Finnish Cinema Day A Huge Success 

The jury trial began in the spring of 
1983. It took the energy and financial 
sacrifice of many Finns in the area. But we 
won, and a jubilant congregation held a 
festive re-opening service here almost 
exactly twenty years ago. Another big reason 
to be thankful and celebrate.” 

The worship service started with a 
Ministerial Procession. The Presiding Pastor was 
Seppo Hartikainen. Auvo Naukkarinen served as 
Liturgist. Sermons were given by Jarmo Tarkki in 
Finnish and Richard Rintala in English . The church 
choir together with the Seattle Finnish Choral 
Society, in total 25 singers, performed under the 
direction of Maria Mannisto. Communion was 
offered on both floors, with all pastors officiating, 
including Paul Bjorklund, Leslie Larson and 
Florence Mesler, which have often served as guest 
preachers when needed. 

After the service everyone transferred to 
the Nordic Heritage Museum auditorium for lunch 
and a continued program of “Celebration by 

Words and Music”. Due to limited seating at the 
FLC, another sixty persons had come directly to 
this event, among them members of the large 
Emmaus Lutheran Church choir (directed by the 
Rev. Jukka Joensuu) from Vancouver, BC. During 
the luncheon the Kalevala Trio presented Music of 
Welcome. The number of participants (close to 
250) exceeded all expectations, resulting in a 
shortage of chairs and meatballs, but pizza was 
quickly ordered to remedy the situation. 

The Seattle Choral Society started the 
program. From Portland, Oregon, came many 
members of the Messiah Lutheran Church (lead by 
Rev. Nina Tetri) and the Livakat Kantele Group 
(lead by Wilho Saari) that sang and played 
beautifully. A musical greeting from Finland was 
presented by Ulla and Pentti Kotiranta and Juha 
Yliknuuttila, as part of their concert tour to the 
Northwest USA. The FLC Sunday School kids had 
prepared a nice greeting, as always much 
appreciated, and Olaf Kvamme, Past President of 
the Nordic Heritage Museum, presented a short 
overview of “Early Finnish Churches in Washington 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Finnish Studies Program of the 
Department of Scandinavian Studies at UW is 
proud to present a lecture series on Finnish 
culture during 2004. The series aims to serve both 
the Finnish community in Seattle and the 
University’s academic community. The series is 
titled Finland’s Pasts and Presents to acknowledge 
the diversity of experiences associated with Finns’ 
history and present, and efforts to understand this 
diversity by scholars studying Finland. All are 
cordially invited to attend the lecture series. 

Finland’s Ambassador to the United 
States, the Honorable Jukka Valtasaari, will open 
the lecture series on January 20th, 2004 at 6:30 
PM. His lecture will be held in Kane Hall 220, and 
will be followed by a reception in the Walker 
Ames Room. The title of Ambassador Valtasaari’s 
lecture will be “Finland and Globalization: Niches 
and Necessities.” A reception to which all are 
invited will follow.   

The series will continue on January 27th at 
3:30 PM in Communications 226 with a lecture by 
Professor Thomas Dubois of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. His lecture is titled “Suomi-
kuva 1802:  Giuseppe Acerbi's Travels through 
Sweden, Finland, and Lappland.” The next lecture 
will be held on Tuesday February 10th at 3:30 PM, 
also in Communications 226. It will be delivered 
by Professor Jason Lavery of Oklahoma State 
University, and its title is “A Not-So-Distant 
Mirror: Finland between the World Wars (1918-
1939).”   

The schedule for later this spring includes 
lectures by the following distinguished scholars. 
Professor Mervi Pantti of Helsinki University will 
lecture on Finnish cinema on February 24th. 
Professor Emeritus George Schoolfield of Yale 
University will speak on Finnish literary decadence 

on March 9th. Professor of Finnish Literature Pirjo 
Lyytikäinen of Helsinki University will deliver a 
lecture on Aleksis Kivi April 13th. The University of 
Turku’s Professor of Finnish Literature Lea Rojola 
will speak about Finnish autobiography on April 
20th, and Professor Börje Vähämäki of the 
University of Toronto will speak on publishing 
Finnish literature and Finnish studies research in 
the final lecture of the series, May 11th 2004. Each 
lecture will be followed by a reception. All are 
heartily welcomed to attend the lecture series! 

To find out more about the lecture series, 
for directions to the lecture rooms, and for more 
details about the lecturers themselves, please 
visit the Department of Scandinavian Studies 
website at http://depts.washington.edu/scand. 
Also, don’t hesitate to call the Department of 
Scandinavian Studies at (206)645-0645 for more 
information. 

Andy Nestingen 
Assistant Professor 

University of Washington 
Department of Scandinavian Studies 

Finland’s Pasts and Presents Lecture Series  
Scheduled at UW for 2004  

State”. All visiting pastors were given Certificates 
of Appreciation. Several members that had “put 
their name on the line in the lawsuit in 1983” also 
received special recognition. The Church of 
Finland presented Norman Westerberg its “Jubilee 
2000 Medal” (Riemuvuoden mitali). 

It was getting close to 5 p.m. Everyone 
was ready for the Finale, the singing by the 
combined choruses from Vancouver, Seattle and 
Portland – sixty voices strong. The selection of 
songs: Let There Be Piece On Earth, Suomen 
Laulu, Laatokka, Sininen ja valkoinen, Finlandia-
hymni. It had been a long but wonderful day of 
worship, togetherness, and Finnishness. 

(Continued from page 10) 



Page  12 FFSC Newsletter 

December 2003/January 2004 FFSC Newsletter 

2003 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

1917 – 2003 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 6th, 2003 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

Program 
 

 Master of Ceremonies Gary London 
 Welcome—Tervetuloa Gary London, President of FFSC 
 National Anthems 
 Choral Selections Finnish Choral Society of Seattle 
  Directed by Maria Männistö 
 Opening Prayer Norman Westerberg 
 Remarks & Toast Honorary Consul Matti Suokko 
 Dinner  
 Featured Speaker Virve Vainio, 
  UW Scandinavian Department 
 Vocals Maria Männistö 
  accompanied by Kevin Kaukl 
 Awards Presentation  
  

 Door Prizes 
 

 Grand Polonaise 
 Dance  

Music by Ethnic Underground led by Paul Fedorowics 
  
 

Special thanks to our door prize sponsors: 
 

Travel Time 

NW Chamber Orchestra 

Nordic Heritage Museum 
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Remarks & Toast by Honorary Consul Matti Suokko 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Hyvät juhlavieraat; 

It has now become a tradition that I relay some 
greetings that I have received to congratulate the 
Independence Day of Finland.  Last year I read 
greetings from the Ambassador of Finland to the 
United States, Mr. Jukka Valtasaari and the new 
Mayor of Seattle, Mr. Gregory Nickels. 

This year I am bringing a greeting from the Deputy 
Consul General of Finland in Los Angeles, Mr. 
Stefan Lindstrom. He is currently the acting 
Consul General as the previous Consul General 
Erkki Huittinen, whom many of you have met 
during his several visits to Seattle, has been 
appointed to the position of Inspector General 
within the Finnish Foreign Service.  This very high 
ranking position opened up suddenly and 
unfortunately cut short his stay in Los Angeles. We 
are expecting his successor to be appointed within 
the next few weeks.  Inspector General Huittinen, 
as his title is now, asked me to send his best 
regards to all of you here tonight. 

So in the meantime the Consul General’s office 
Los Angeles is run by Deputy Consul General 
Lindstrom and he sent us the following words: 

 

 Finland today celebrates her 86th anniversary of 
independence in a situation where Finland’s and 
its relations to its neighbors and to the rest of 

the world are more stable than ever before. The 
decades that followed the Second World War have 
also been one of the longest periods of peacetime 
in Finland’s history.   

We have strengthened our relations to the Europe 
and overseas. Our membership in EU enforced our 
position among the Western European countries. 
At the same time it allowed us to be there where 
the big decisions are being made about the future 
of Europe.  This has been a giant step for a small 
nation that has been trying to balance itself on 
the big waves of the world politics for a long 
time. 

Over the years Finland has also succeeded in 
many areas.  When we read on the press about 
Finland’s successes, such as the least corrupted 
country in the world, the most competitive 
economy, best school system, most newspapers 
(and readers) per capita, many foreigners are 
asking why? 

There might be several answers but I believe the 
common denominator is innovation.  Innovation is 
a central to the Finnish society and not just from 
a technical perspective.  Finnish architecture, 
design, music, information technology all 
encompasses high levels of innovation. 

Why are we then these slightly crazy inventors 
and why do we do things differently than perhaps 
somewhere else in the world?  Is it the unique 
nature and its additional inspiration? Or is it the 

(Continued on page 14) 

Leena Koski was the winner of the two 
tickets to Finland donated by SAS. 

The annual FFSC Finnish Independence Day Celebration was held at the Mountaineers in Seattle 
on Saturday December 6.  Gary London, FFSC President presided as Master of Ceremonies. Opening 
prayer was provided by Norman Westerberg, and remarks and toast by Honorary Consul Matti Suokko.  
The President’s Award this year was presented to past FFSC President Byron Wicks. Other highlights of 
the festivities included entertainment by Maria Männistö, soprano, accompanied by Kevin Kaukl on 
the piano, featured speaker Virve Vainio, musical numbers by the Finnish Choral Society of Seattle 
conducted by Maria Männistö, and drawings for the door prizes and a trip to Finland. Then dancing to 
The Ethnic Underground. 
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independence?  

With these brief words I 
would like to wish 
happy 86th anniversary 
to all attendees of the 
Independence Day 
Dinner Dance in Seattle.  
Also Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 
2004 to all of you. 

Stefan Lindstrom, 
Deputy and Acting 
Consul General of 
Finland in Los Angeles. 

 The past year has also 
been a very successful 
and active year for the 
Finnish community here 
in Seattle.  We have 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the 
church building, had 
great cultural events 
such as the visit of 
Pohjan Laulu choir, the 
well attended Semmarit 
performance and the 
recent Finnish Cinema 
Day.  Suomi-Koulu is 
also growing very 
rapidly and currently 
enrolls somewhere 
between 40 and 50 
children representing all 
age groups.   

And there are so many 
more examples that I 
won’t be able to 
mention here but why I 
strongly believe that 
Seattle has one of the 
most active Finnish 
communities in the 
entire United States.  
Thank you to all of you 
for creating that! 

But I recently found also 
proof that Finns have 
also been very active in 
the past here in the 
Seattle area.  A couple 
of months ago I received 
an interesting phone 
call from a colleague of 

(Continued from page 13) mine, Consul of Malta, here in Seattle and he said that he has somehow 
got hold of an old Finnish book that seems to be some sort of a history 
book about Finns in the U.S.   

Here is the book – it is a 50th anniversary book of the United Kaleva 
Brothers and Sisters organization, printed in 1937.  It has a very 
interesting section of the Finns here in the Pacific Northwest.  It is so 
interesting that I wanted to read a brief section that covers the very early 
days of Finns here in Seattle.  Unfortunately this will be only in Finnish… 

(We will have a translation in the next newsletter.) 

 

Lastly, I wanted to announce that the Ambassador of Finland to the 
United States, Mr. Jukka Valtasaari will be visiting Seattle in late January.  
We are still working on his visit program but we know that he will be 
speaking at the University of Washington on January 20th and this event is 
open to the public. So mark your calendars. The Finnish American 
Chamber of Commerce will also host an event in honor of the 
Ambassadors visit. He will also make some business and local government 
visit and also will make a visit to Suomi-koulu.  I would like to invite all of 
you to attend the public events during his visit. Details will be sent out in 
early January. 

So with these words and announcements, please find a glass and raise it 

and join me in this toast for 86 year old Finland! 

Cheers! Kippis! 

Enjoy the evening!  Viihtyisää iltaa! 

(Continued on page 15) 
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The Ethnic Underground is an acoustic 
ensemble that plays folk music from various 
cultures from around the world. This music is 
danceable and communicates soul, emotion, and 
passion. In performance, the ensemble plays 
selctions from it’s repertoire that includes 
Klezmer, Eastern European, Italian, Gypsey, 
Tango, Latin, American jazz standards, and 
original compositions by Paul Fedorowicz. Mostly 
instrumentals. 

The Bands’ Instrumentation varies 
according to need (from a duo up to a multi-piece 
ensemble). The ‘core ensemble’ includes: Paul 
Fedorowics on Accordion and 
vocals, Dave Swayne on fiddle/
violin and vocals, Dan Ochipinti on 
percussion and drums, and Ken 
Strong on Stand-up Acoustic Bass. 

The Ethnic Underground has 
played at The Seattle Art Museum, 
The Northwest Folklife Festival, 
Salumeria on Hudson, Starbucks, 
Hop Vine Pub, The Latona, Tacoma 
Ethnic Fest, Columiba City Best 
Walk, Fremont Oktoberfest, Pink 
Door, Third Place Books, Nonna 
Maria, Crossroads Shopping Center; 
The Ukrainian American, Russian, 
and Danish Clubs; Nordic Heritage 
Museum, Mountaineer’s Club, Klez 
Fest, cabarets, farmer’s markets, 
etc. 

The band is available for 
club & restaurant bookings, 

weddings, private parties, festivals, dances, and 
corporate events. 

For more information, please contact Paul 
Fedorowicz, Manager (206-328-6552), email: 
Paulfedoro@aol.com 

The Ethnic Underground 

2003 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 

 

  

(Continued from page 14) 

Leo Nalli and Penny Curtis leading the polonaise. 
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The Finnish Day of Independence in 2003 
Virve Vainio, Visiting Lecturer of Finnish 

University of Washington—our featured speaker 
at the IDDD 

I have tried to figure out what the 
independence of Finland really means to me and 
the Finnish people in general.  Depending on age 
and life experience it obviously varies, but above 
all the most important factor of being an 
independent nation means the same to everyone: 
freedom. In light of the history of Finland, this of 
course means freedom from the control of our 
neighboring nations, Sweden and Russia. 

As most of you remember, Finland was 
part of Sweden until the year 1809 when Russia 
took over our country in the so called Finnish War, 
Suomen sota. After that, Finland was an 
autonomous territory of the Russian empire for 
more than a hundred years.  It wasn’t until 
December of 1917, after the Russian revolution, 
that the Finnish political leaders had the 
confidence to declare Finland an independent 

nation. 

Recently I realized that my oldest aunt 
will turn 90 next spring – which actually means 
that she was born before Finland had even 
become independent! This was astonishing to me 
and inspired me to take a historical look at the 
years of Finland’s independence through the eyes 
of my family and relatives.  

The above mentioned aunt Taimi was born 
in 1914 and as a little girl she couldn’t understand 
what was going on around her when Finland 
gained its independence in 1917 – not to mention 
the dramatic events of the civil war – 

kansalaissota, vapaussota or veljessota – during 
the next year of 1918.  

My aunt once told me a true story dating 
back to those days.  She had one day been out 
with her father when they met a neighbor wearing 
a red jacket. 

“Onko tuo setä punikki?” (Is that man a 
red?) she asked, with the innocence of a little 
child. This was definitely not a politically correct 
question in those days and according to Taimi my 
grandfather had been quite embarrassed about it 
– even though the civil war was then already over. 
This little story shows however, that she had 
heard adults talking about the whites and the 
reds, but she didn’t understand the historical 
context until much later. 

Sometimes you hear foreigners ask us 
Finns why we celebrate the Day of Independence 
so seriously. Of course December the 6th happens 
to be in the coldest and darkest time of the year – 
but I tend to think, along with many others, that 

this solemnity is due to the fact 
that Finland really had to fight to 
keep her independence during the 
war years of 1939-1944. Our 
country paid a high price for its 
freedom, and it is the victims and 
heroes of war that we always 
gratefully remember on December 
the 6th. 

The Soviet Union attacked Finland 
in November of 1939. Of course 
what happened in Finland was 
part of the events of the Second 
World War which influenced most 
of the European countries as well 
as the rest of the world. For 
Finland this war meant fighting 
against a powerful nation with the 
intention of occupying our 
country. The miracle of the 

Winter War is a well known fact: the small Finnish 
army of less than 300,000 men managed to 
successfully preserve our country’s independence 
while fighting against the Soviet troops, which, in 
addition to enormous reserve forces, numbered 
more than twice as many men as the Finns.  
Finland did suffer serious losses in the Winter 
War, not only from fallen and injured soldiers, but 
also in loss of territories in south-east Karelia, 
according to the Peace of Moscow Treaty in March 
of 1940. 

This is a historic period which totally 
changed the lives of my Karelian parents and their 

(Continued on page 17) 

Katja Kupari & Johannes Helander 
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families.  About 400,000 Karelians were 
evacuated from their homes. My father’s family 
left behind a house in the thriving industrial city 

of Sortavala and my mother’s family had to desert 
their farm in Kivennapa, which was not very far 
form the Russian border on the Karelian Isthmus. 
The peace didn’t last long after the Winter War. 
Finland re-entered the struggle against the Soviet 
Union in June of 1941 when the Continuation War 
began. My father joined this war as an 18-year-old 
soldier.  

After the Finnish Army had succeeded in 
winning back much of the lost Karelian land and 
the war had come to the point of position 
warfare, more than half of the evacuated 
Karelians returned their homes in the fall of 1941 
and spring of 1942.  My mother’s family returned 
as well and began to cultivate their land again – 
but had to leave their home for the second time 
in 1944, this time for good.  

The Continuation War ended in 1944.  
Under the terms of the 1944 Moscow Armistice, 
Finland not only had to give up the Karelian 
territory and Petsamo area in the north-east, but 
also had to lease the Porkkala area just 30 kms 
west of Helsinki. It was leased to the Soviet Union 
for a period of 50 years to serve as a military 
base. 

After the Soviet Union collapsed in the 
early 1990´s, it became possible for the Karelians 
to travel freely to the once Finnish areas of Russia 
where they and their families were rooted.  I have 
participated in some of these journeys with my 
mother to Kivennapa. Each time it has been a 
powerful experience, even though there is 
practically nothing left of the old home. Only the 
corner stones remain. We were able to find the 
site of the old sauna where my mother and her 
siblings were born (the stones of kiuas, the stove, 
were still there), and   we saw a deep hole in the 
ground where the well once was.  We could also 
enter the remains of a deserted Russian missile 
launch station which had been built right in their 
backyard. The area of a once prosperous farm was 
now a terrible mess: gas masks scattered all over 
the ground, trash and filth, and even drain pipes 
letting all the drain water run into open ditches 
and into the forest.  It was depressing! And what 
a relief to cross the border of Finland on the way 
back home! The value of a free, democratic and 
independent fatherland became stronger in our 
minds with each visit!  

In the mid 1990´s my father made a 
journey with his fellow war veterans to the old 
battle fields in northern Karelia.  On the way 
back they stopped in Sortavala where he visited 
the old Finnish Lutheran graveyard.  After a little 
search he found the grave of his grandparents and 
his own mother – after more than 50 years of 
absence!  The grave stone had been fallen down 
by the Russians years ago and was almost covered 
with grass, but he found it!  Later that summer 
we traveled back to Sortavala with some family 
members.  Equipped with iron bars and other 
heavy tools, we erected the stone together. We 
also met a Russian stonecutter who later polished 
and gilded the names of my father’s mother and 
grandparents on the stone.  When I last saw it a 
few years ago it still looked good in the otherwise 
devastated graveyard. 

Most people agree that it is very 
important to at least know where your ancestors 
rest – even if the family graves are now in the 
ground of a foreign nation.  Unfortunately, my 
mother’s family had worse luck: the family grave 
doesn’t exist any longer, neither does the ancient 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 

Norman Westerberg presenting awards from 
Finland Society to Sirkku Vasama & Lauri 
Kivimaki. 
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graveyard of Kivennapa.  The entire hill where the 
church and the graveyard once were situated was 
leveled during Soviet times to make space for the 
local cultural center. 

I already mentioned Porkkala which was 
to become a Soviet military base for 50 years 
after the war.  However, it was returned to 
Finland in 1955.  Coincidental or not, my parents 
had a chance to buy a nice piece of land by the 
sea in Porkkala in the early 60´s and my father 
built our summerhouse there.  I can still 
remember large Russian texts written on the walls 
of the barns on the way to the summerhouse and 
finding on our own land some mugs and bowls 
with Russian writing on them.  For a child, this 
was strange and perhaps a little exciting, and of 
course I didn’t think of it any further.  Now as an 
adult, it is a scary thought that there once was a 
Soviet military base within a half hour drive from 
our capital Helsinki! 

What about the young Finnish people of 
today with less personal contact with the 
dramatic years of our history?  What do these 
internationally orientated youngsters think? It is 
evident that they have also read their history 
books and listened to the stories of their 
grandparents. Young Finnish people seem to be in 

general 
very 
patriotic 
and 

continuously place great value upon the efforts of 
previous generations to keep the independence 
and to rebuild the impoverished country after the 
war years. More than 80% of young men still 
choose military service instead of civil service and 
even some girls choose to do it voluntarily. The 
length of mandatory service in the Defence Force 
is either 6, 9 or 12 months. 

I recently asked a 17-year old girl to tell 
me what she and her high school mates think 
about the independence of Finland. This is what 
she wrote to me: 

“Older people seem to think that we take 
independence for granted but it’s not true. 
We greatly value the great efforts which 
have been made for our independence long 
before we were even born! Independent 
Finland is definitely part of our identity.  It 
means having our own language to speak and 
our own special culture to live.  It is a 
wonderful privilege to be able to tell anyone 
in the world that we are from Finland – 
simply because everything is so well in our 
country. We are PROUD of it! And now that 
Finland is a member of the European Union, 
the independence of our fatherland is more 
precious to us than ever.” 

Happy celebration of the 86th Independence Day 
of Finland! 

(Continued from page 17) 
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Toini Hiukka (Olavi Hiukka’s mother 
3rd year in a row attending all the 
way from Finland.) 
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On November 30 the Tacoma 
Finns met at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Parkland for their annual Pikkujoulu 
potluck and program. 

After the festive potluck, the 
singing of Maamme and God Bless 
America opened the program.  Everyone 
is always eager to have some authentic 
Finnish entertainment, and this year the 
Kalevala epic poem was featured.  A 
very brief history of the poem was given, 
as well as of the kantele, Vainamoinen’s 
instrument.  Of particular interest is 
that J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of The 
Lord of the Rings, became fascinated 
with the Finnish language.  He taught 
himself old and new Finnish so he could 
read the Kalevala in its original Finnish, 
and then used it as the basis for his elfin 
Middle-earth language. 

Norman Westerberg and Lauri 
Kivimaki of Seattle were the rune-
singers, and sang some verses in Finnish 
and in English. Satu Mikkola of 
Suquamish played beautiful Finnish 
Christmas songs on the kantele.   

The celebration ended with a 
visit from Joulupukki and a gift 
exchange  

Tacoma Finns Pikkujoulu 

(Photos from 2002) 
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January is Kaurismäki Month in Seattle  

The new year could scarcely begin better 
for fans of Finnish film in Seattle. "Heaven and 
Helsinki: The Complete Aki Kaurismäki 
Retrospective," featuring 14 films by Finland's 
best-known director, will be shown over the 
period of January 9 to February 1 at the Grand 
Illusion Theater in Seattle's University District 
(corner of University and 50th). 

Seattle is one of the few cities in the 
United States and Canada that will host this 
comprehensive look at Kaurismäki works, thanks 
to the efforts of the local Northwest Film Forum. 
The retrospective was organized by Florence 
Almozioni at BAMcinématek, the film arm of the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, one of the leading 
arts organizations in the country. All of the titles 
in the series are brand new 35 mm. prints not 
available in the United States in either video or 
DVC. 

Kaurismäki admirers will have a rare 
opportunity to see his work over a two-decade 
career, from Crime and Punishment in 1983 to 
Juha in 1999.  The films in the series range from 
the well-known, like Ariel, The Match Factory 
Girl, Leningrad Cowboys Go America, and Drifting 
Clouds, to the less familiar, including I Hired a 
Contract Killer, Shadows in Paradise, and 
Leningrad Cowboys Meet Moses.  

Critics have found it difficult to 
pigeonhole Kaurismäki, whom they have called 
"minimalist," "humorist," "miserablist," and 
"ironist." His films are typically inhabited by 
beaten-down characters of few words, modest 
expectations, but considerable resourcefulness.  

Life has often dealt them a difficult hand; trying 
to change that hand, even a little bit, may or may 
not improve things. There are no guarantees.  
Kaurismäki does not insist that we love these 
characters, but he does not want us to ignore 
them. They may be on the periphery of society, 
all but invisible to us, but they have lives and 
stories worthy of attention. In his own way, 
Kaurismäki is probing around in the nooks and 
crannies of failure in the Nordic welfare state.  
What he finds is sometimes dark, frequently 
funny, but always sympathetic of the human 
condition. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is a 
sponsor of the Kaurismäki retrospective. Other 
sponsors include the Nordic Film Festival, 
Scarecrow Video, the University of Washington 
Department of Scandinavian Studies, and 
Northwest Film Forum.  

Additional information about the 
retrospective is available from the Mary Erickson 
at the Northwest Film Forum at (206) 329-2629 or 
publicity@nwfilmforum.org. 

Coming in March 

 
Kalevala Day Festival 

 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

Contact: Lauri Kivimaki 
206-281-8434 

More information in the February/March 
2004 FFSC Newsletter 

mailto:publicity@nwfilmforum.org
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On February 11 – 15, 2004 you have a 
chance to experience the greatest ethnic festival 
of the country, the FinnFest! The theme 
‘Tropically Different’ explains a lot: you can 
enjoy the summer in the middle of the winter. 
This festival is held in a tropically unique 
environment in the last Finntown of the country, 
Lake Worth and Lantana in Florida. 

This event is not only a chance to meet 
your friends and enjoy the smooth climate of 
Florida. At the time of the festival, Finntown 
changes to be a big cultural arena that includes 
all kinds of entertainment for all ages. For 
example, at the marketplace kids can attend to 
Maarit Vaga’s music workshops or to magic 
performances and for adults there are great 
lectures from fishing at the Great Lakes to 
Finland’s image today. Vendors with traditional 
and modern products, workshops, lectures, music 
and art performances; this is only the daytime 
program, so just wait for the evenings! They will 
be filled with concerts, theater plays, gala 
dinners, or you just head to the beach and enjoy 

your walk hearing the waves of the Atlantic! 

February is high season in Florida, so 
make your plans to come now! Contact us for 
information concerning lodging, performances, 
concerts, transportation etc.  

FinnFest Inc. 928 S E Street, Lake Worth, FL 
33460; tel: 561-582 0554; email: 
info@finnfest2004.com or www.finnfest2004.com 

Pirkko Hukka 

FinnFest2004: Experience ‘Tropically Different’ Atmosphere  

 

Next summer, Aava Camp Finland will 
launch summer camps in central Finland aimed at 
Finnish children living both in Finland and abroad. 
Aava Camp Finland will offer all 9- to 14-year-old 
English- or Finnish-speaking girls and boys the 
opportunity to make new Finnish and 
international friends. The camp has more than 
100 different activities, such as team sports, 
trekking, canoeing, making camp shirts, and 
much more. In addition to the traditional summer 
camp activities, campers will be able to learn 
Finnish or English as well as how to use the latest 
information and communications technologies. 

Liisa Oinonen, from the information 
service of Suomi-Seura ry - Finland Society, says 
that Finnish parents living abroad are interested 
in passing on to their children the Finnish 
language and culture as well as their own 
background. "It is great that our partner, Aava 
Camp Finland, is expanding this type of service in 
Finland for this age group." 

The Aava Camp Finland summer camps 
will be held at the Piispala Nature, Activity and 
Youth Travel Center, which is located in 
Kannonkoski. "We selected the site due to its 
surroundings; its high-quality and safe settings; 
its kitchen, which prepares Finnish food; and last, 
but not least, Piispala’s wealth of experience in 
organizing camp activities that they have 

accumulated over a number of years," says Jaakko 
Mäkelä, the camp director. 

The camp’s Web pages can be found at 
www.aavacampfinland.com. 

For more information and graphic material, 
please contact: 

Aava Camp Finland 
Jaakko Makela, Camp Director 
Tietoniekantie 2 D36 
40740 JYVASKYLA 
FINLAND 
gsm 044-0786 637 (+358-440-SUMMER) 
fax 014-3721 333 (+358-14-3721-333) 
jaakko@aavacampfinland.com 
www.aavacampfinland.com 

New International Summer Camps in Finland 

mailto:info@finnfest2004.com
http://www.finnfest2004.com/
http://www.aavacampfinland.com
mailto:jaakko@aavacampfinland.com
http://www.aavacampfinland.com
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Mary N. Balcomb, longtime FFSC member 
and second-generation Finnish American, has 
realized great success both as an artist and a 
writer about artists and their work.    

Balcomb's most recent book, The Art and 
Life of Sergei Bongart, is the first major work 
about this Russian-American artist.  It follows 
books about Nicolai Fechin, another Russian-
American artist, and American artist William F. 
Reese.  The Fechin book is now in its fourth 
printing.   

When not writing about art and artists, 
Balcomb is doing her own art.  A painter, etcher 
and designer, she is a graduate of the American 
Academy of Art in Chicago and has degrees in 
fine arts from the University of New Mexico and 
the University of Washington.  Her work has been 
featured in solo shows at Kansas Wesleyan 
University, the Frye Art Museum and Nordic 
Heritage Museum in Seattle, and in galleries 
throughout the Puget Sound area.   Four of her 
etchings were part of a 1992 cultural exchange 
exhibit to Prague.  Her work has also been 
featured in American Artist and Southwest 

Artist.  Her oil painting, "Sam in Large Overcoat" 
was honored at the Frye Art Museum's 36th annual 
Puget Sound Area Exhibition. 

As an artist, Balcomb's particular love is 
line etching.  She does her etching and printing 
in her own studio, located in Silverdale.   

Balcomb's book about Sergei Bongart is 
published by Cody Publishing Design in Seattle. 

Some 134 full-color illustrations are 
included in the 224 pages.  The forward is by 
Frye Art Museum Director Richard West.  Orders 
for the book may be phoned to (206) 505-9017 or 
faxed to (206) 505-9016.  The website is 
www.codypublishing.com. 

 Finlandia Foundation Member is Successful Artist-Writer 

Art of Phil Fagerholm to be Front and Center 

Noted Northwest artist Phil Fagerholm will be 
honored in January with a ten-year retrospective 
of his work and a series of lectures at the Art/Not 
Terminal Gallery in downtown Seattle. 

Fagerholm, whose ancestors are Swedish 
Finns from the Åland Islands, is a driving force in 
the local avant garde art world.  Born in 
Bellingham and raised on Lopez Island, he 
received private and public training in art in 
Washington.  For the past ten years he had been 
heavily involved in the work of Art/Not Gallery -- 
a venue operated by artists themselves through an 
elected board. 

For the Fagerholm show, one room in the 
gallery will display some 16 of his collage 
diptychs, each of which can be hung at least l6 
different ways.  Pieces will change on a daily 
basis during  January.  A continuing exhibit of the 
artist's work will be on display elsewhere in the 
gallery.  

Following the opening of the show on January 
3 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m., four lectures will 
follow on consecutive Saturday evenings 
throughout the month.  These lectures, under the 
sponsorship of the Swedish Finn Historical Society 
and the Nordic Study Circle, will explore facets of 

Scandinavian art.  Local art specialist Brian 
Magnuson will discuss "Trends in Early 
Scandinavian-American Fine Arts Painting" on 
January 10 and "Early Swedish Landscape Painters 
in the Pacific Northwest" on January 31.   On 
January 17, Swedish Finn Historical Society 
President Syrene Forsman will treat "Team Colors:  
Folk Costumes in Scandinavia," while Finnish 
cartoonist and researcher Mika Rantanen 
considers "The Finns as Cartoon Subjects in the 
American Press" on January 24.  All lectures begin 
at 7:00 p.m. and are free to the public.  

The Art/Not Terminal Gallery is located at 
2045 Westlake Avenue in Seattle.  Additional 
information about the Fagerholm retrospective is 
available by calling (206) 233-0680 or checking 
www.antgallery.org. 

http://www.codypublishing.com/
http://www.antgallery.org/


 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50  Lifetime $300 
 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  ____  

 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or 

advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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Merry 

Christmas 

and 

Happy New 

Year 


