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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

£
Nov 25-27 Winter World Fest at Seattle Center House, Seattle Center
Dec 3 6 pm Finnish Independence Day Celebration—Nordic Heritage Museum (NHM)—Page 7
Dec 3-4-10-11 The Esoterics feature music by Enojuhani Rautavaara—Page 4
Dec 4 10 am Finnish Independence Celebration @ the Finnish Lutheran Church (FLC)

Dec 8 7 pm Traditional Sing A Long and Puuroilta at FLC
Dec 10 Noon Finnish Brotherhood Christmas Potluck—Page 21

Dec 10 4 pm Suomi Koulu Christmas Party with Santa,
Celebration Presbyterian Church, 7305 208th Ave NE, Redmond

Dec 11 10 & 11:30 am “Christmas Play” and Choir @ the FLC—Page 5
Dec 25 10 am Christmas Day—Christmas Mass with Choir—Special Music @ the FLC

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve-Folk Voice Band at Bayview Hall in Anacortes

Jan 5, 2006 Finnish Language Classes—Winter Session begins—Page 22

Feb 4, 2006 Suomi Koulu 10th Anniversary Celebration, Ristorante Vino

Mar 5, 2006 30th Annual Kalevala Day Festival @ the NHM

Mar 16, 2006 The Esoteric choral group, singing Einojuhani Rautavaara'’s
2-hour Orthodox Lenten service, Vigilia, in Finnish.

Jul 26-30, 2006 FinnFest, Naselle, WA

0 hgm'

's-Doug Wa Ron Olsen‘as they once 2ain .sharé a little blt of
Scandinavia with their listeners on Satu day.mornings. CE

Editor: Paula Linnala Price To contact 2005-2006 FFSC Officers:

Redmond WA President: Gary London 206-632-3357 garyjlondon@comcast.net
Phone: 425-868-1822 Vice President: Rita Vermala-Koski koskeni@aol.com 206-363-0225
Fax: 561-892-8240 Treasurer: Fran Whitehill genna3@juno.com

Email: Paula.Price@finns.org Secretary: Gay Nixon 425-743-5450 gaynixon@juno.com

Membership Secretary: Esko Mannisto esko@vzavenue.net

Please send all membership inquiries, payments or changes of address to FFSC PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA, 98175-0052.
or e-mail FFSC@finns.org. Do not send these to the editors, your recwest will be handled faster by contactlng the chapter
directly, the editor will only be able to forward your request to the address above.

FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter, PO Box
75052, Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. Deadlines: the 15th day of every ODD month (1/3/5/ etc). Please
have display ads ready on the 10th day. Send contributions by email or snail-mail to the editor.
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LLISTA UUTTA VUOTTA
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HAUSKA A JOULUA JA& ONN
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Anna-Leena & Louis Christensen
John E. Erkkila & Helmi Kortes-Erkkila
Holiday Greetings from us to each & all!

Marja Hall

Saima Hyppa

Ed & Natalie Jarva

" Katrilli FinnisrL.Eolk‘?ancers

=\ iisa Keranen
> {‘ Lauri & Kerttu Kivimaki
v Al Koski
) > Rita-Vermala-Koski
Hilda Wilson Krahn

) John & Carita Laakso

"} O\ Aune Linnala
‘% Kaisa & Gary London

< Leo Nalli & Linda Banks
Edwin Nurmi

Robert & Shirley Pappila

,}3\%‘ Paula Linnala Price
Y‘ Sabrina Price

v, Esther Kyrola Reed
\,‘3 ulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta
Kea Rehn & Doug Chatfield

Anna-Liisa & Pentti Rinne

JoAnne Hardt Rudo

Hanna Sarkanen

Esther E. Sellers

Dale & Doris Show

United Finnish Kaleva Brothers & Sisters

Randi & Natasha Parker

Lodge #11
~\D Leo Utter
7 annebo & Bruzzichesi Families

P’ Norman & Benita Westerber
= Lee & Fran Whitehil
Sonny & Lynn Wirta
Matt Wirkkala
Eeva Kyllikki Ylipelto

~

Mercer Island WA

Vancouver WA
Bellevue WA
Buckley WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Seattle WA

Calabasas CA
Seattle WA
Auburn WA

Mesa AZ

Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Redmond WA
New York City NY

Kenmore WA
Bellevue WA
Bellevue WA
Seattle WA

Seattle WA

Edmonds WA
Kirkland WA

Seattle WA
Kenmore WA
Ballard Seattle WA

Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Mercer Island WA
Astoria OR

THE BOARD OF THE FINLANDIA FOUNDATION JOINS
THESE MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN WISHING EVERYONE &

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR.

FFSC Newsletter

FFSC@finns.org
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THE ARTS

The Esoterics to Feature Music by Finnish Composer

Music by Enoguhani Rautavaara, one of
Finland’s most celebrated contemporary
composers, will be heard in an unusual concert by
The Esoterics in early December. Rautavaara’s
Nirvana dharma is part of a program entitled,
“Haramita - The Benevolence of the Buddha.”

Eric Banks, director of The Esoterics, has
chosen for this concert modern choral music
inspired by a variety of Buddhist traditions. Some
of words set to this music are from ancient sutras,
some from recent poetry.

Rautavaara, whose work has been previously
sung by The Esoterics, is the only non-North
American composer to be represented in the
concert.

Last December, The Esoterics hosted Finnish
composer, Jaakko Mantyjarvi, whose music was
featured in concert. Through the cooperation of
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter, Suomi
Seura, and SAS, Mantyjarvi was brought
to Seattle to hear his music sung. <

Concerts for this year will be held on:
December 3 at 8:00 pm in Tacoma’s

Christ Episcopal Church,
December 4 at 3:00 pm in Medina’s

St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
December 10 at 8:00 in Seattle’s
St. Joseph’s Church, and
December 11 at 3:00 pm at West Seattle’s
Holy Rosary Church.

Tickets are $20 at the door, $18 in advance,
and $15 for students, seniors, the unemployed
and the differently abled. Any active singers of
any choral group may attend for only $10.
Advance tickets are available only on-line at
www.TheEsoterics.org, or tickets may be reserved
by phone at (206) 935-7779.

See “Films from Finland” Beginning in January

With the collapse of the Nordic Festival and
the shortage of Finnish films in the Seattle
market, Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter
announces “Films from Finland” evenings at the
Swedish Cultural Center on the fourth Wednesday
of each month from January through June at 7:30
pm.

The series begins with Paha Maa (Frozen
Land) - among the most critically acclaimed films
released in Finland in recent years. It has won a
number of prizes in international competition,
including the Nordic Film Prize and the Church of
Sweden Film Award at the Goteborg Film Festival.
Other honors include a Special Jury Prize at the
Moscow Film Festival and selection to the Cannes
Film Festival. In all, the film has been exhibited in
at least twenty festivals worldwide.

Paha Maa is directed by Aku Louhimies,
whose Kuutamolla (Lovers and Leavers) was the
popular closing night feature for the last Seattle
Nordic Film Festival in 2003. This film tells of
three young Finnish friends whose lives become
entwined in complicated and ultimately tragic
fashion. Critics and audiences alike are impressed
with the screenplay (written by Louhimies and

collaborators) and the cinematography, as well as
the acting.

Following Paha Maa on January 25 are Kukkia
ja sidontaa (Flowers and Binding) on February 22
and, by popular demand, the return of Sibelius on
March 22. The remainder of the schedule will be
announced in subsequent issues of the FFSC
newsletter. All films, unless otherwise indicated,
will be in Finnish, with English subtitles. A
donation of $5.00 is asked of those who attend.
Refreshments will be available for purchase.

The Swedish Cultural Center is located at
1920 Dexter Avenue North in Seattle. It is easily
accessed from Aurora Avenue or from I-5 via the
Mercer Street Exit.

December 2005 / January 2006
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The Finnish Choral Society

invites you to our

Christmas Concert

and a Finnish Christmas Table

Sunday December 11, 2005 11:30 a.m.
at the Finnish Lutheran Church

8504 13th Ave NV, Seattle

SUOMI FINLAND 2,50 SUOMI FINLAND 2,50

Eﬂ* “’ 5 Choir

S
TIERNAPOJAT (STAR BOYS) € Pag, 16
Authentic Finnish Traditions

Soloists and Quartets

Featuring Finnish and American Christmas Songs
Traditional Finnish Christmas Table

with ham, potato, rutabaga and carrot casseroles will be served

with cotfee and pullal

Donation, including Christmas Food:
adults - $12, students & children under 12 - $6

Advance ticket sales by Finnish Choral Society Choir Members, or e-mail: Mannisto.Eva@EK ONO.com

% FoLK VOICE BAND at Bayview Hall in Anacortes
December 31 - New Year’s Eve
= For more information and schedules, check http://folkvoiceband.com, under schedule.

FFSC Newsletter December 2005 / January 2006
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

If all goes as planned, you should be
reading this newsletter in advance of Finnish
Independence Day on December 6 and its
celebration by the local Finnish community on
December 3.

This year’s Independence Day Dinner
Dance is an unusual one, since it is sponsored
jointly by Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter
and the Nordic Heritage Museum. Why this
arrangement? To give credit where credit is
due, this idea came from the ever-fertile mind
of Norman Westerberg, who has been a long-
time supporter of both organizations. Norman
was aware that, as part of its 25th anniversary
celebration in 2005, the Museum was hosting a
series of five dinners to honor each of the five
Nordic countries.

The calendar su ?ested that the Finnish
dinner would be held fairly late in the year.
Norman reasoned that, since the annual
Independence Day Dinner Dance is always held
in early December, it might be worthwhile to
consider combining the two events. And so it
was agreed.

We in the Finlandia Foundation appreciate
the receptivity of Museum director, Marianne
Forssblad, to Norman’s proposal. Obviously,
when two organizations are involved in planning
something of this scale, there are a number of
matters to resolve involving areas of
responsibility. Over a period of months, through
direct meetings, emails and telephone
conversations, these have been worked out.
Now, we anticipate a grand ceLebration of two
significant milestones - the 88" year of Finnish
independence and the 25" anniversary of the
Museum. Those who have made reservations
have every reason to expect an unusually fine

event. For those without reservations, if you
are very fortunate, you may still be able to
finagle a place at the table by calling or
emailing any of the officers of FFSC listed just
inside the cover page of this newsletter. There
are no promises, however, at this late date.

Over the nearly four decades of the
existence of Finlandia Foundation Seattle
Chapter, the Independence Day Dinner Dance
has emerged as its most important annual
event. This is as it should be, for in the absence
of an indegendent Finland, there would likely
be no FFSC. Figuring out the best way to
commemorate Finnish independence is
continually under review by our organization’s
executive board.

That was particularly the case after last
year’s dinner, when attendance fell off by
about one-third. Since then, members of the
board have given considerable time and
attention to the question of how you, the loyal
supporters of FFSC, would most want to
observe Finnish independence.

Some of the questions that have come up
in our deliberations are as follows: How much
difference does it make where we gather? What
time of day we gather? How much is charged?
How much and what kind of food is offered?
Whether or not there is a dance? Whether or
not provisions are made for children to attend?
If the program is longer or shorter or
emphasizes talk or music? If the dress is formal
or less formal and the tone is more solemn or
more festive? We might even agree that all of
these things are important, but how about
balancing them? For example, we may want a

(Continued on page 7)
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Condolences to @
Teri Elrand, Tina Elrand-Wert, and Lisa Elrand, in the loss of their father,

Alex Elrand
Leo Kaarrekoski, in the loss of his mother, Elli Pohjola Kaarrekoski
Swen Marklund, in the loss of his wife, Aili Helle Marklund
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In Memoriam
Alex Elrand, Victor Isaksson,

Aili Helle Marklund,

Ernest Toivo Salo
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Plans in Place for Finnish Independence Celebration

The annual Finnish Independence Day Dinner
Dance (IDDD) will be held on December 3 at the
Nordic Heritage Museum (NHM). This traditional
event will begin at 6:00 pm with a no-host bar and
social hour on the second floor of the Museum,
where, if all goes as planned, two Finnish exhibits
will be in place for viewing.

At 7:00 pm, action moves to the dining area
for an authentic Finnish meal of cucumber salad,
Karelian ragout (Karjalan paisti) with garlic
mashed potatoes, chanterelle sauce, root
vegetables, rye bread, and, for dessert,
cloudberry jelly roll. The bar will also move to the
first floor, so that wine and other beverages may
be purchased to accompany dinner.

Following the dinner is a program featuring
Ed Nixon as speaker. Ed, president of Nixon World
Enterprises, Inc., is a familiar presence at events
in the Finnish community, often assisting his wife,
Gay, in setting up for Pelimannit performances.
Few may be aware that Ed is a geologist, naval
officer, author, and popular speaker. Music will
also figure prominently in the program, with two
male quartets and sopranos Mia Mannisto and
Tiina Riitalahti. Awards and honors will fill out the
program.

After the sitting, celebrants will find the
dance music of Johnnybone and Lance irresistible.
This duo plays a variety of music sure to appeal to
every taste. As usual, the dance will begin with
the Grand Polonaise - a tradition of many years’
standing.

This year’s IDDD is sponsored jointly by FFSC
and the NHM, which is celebrating’its 25™
anniversary with a series of dinners honoring the
five countries of the North.

If there are any tickets remaining for this in-
demand event, they may be had by contactingg}
FFSC treasurer Fran Whitehill at (206) 362-1869 or
genna3@juno.com or membership secretary Esko
Mannisto at (206) 930-2882 or
esko@vzavenue.net.

(Continued from page 6)

very fine dinner and an excellent dance band, but
lower prices. In today’s market, that is a difficult
equation to master.

May | ask you to help out by passing on to me
or any other board member your own thoughts on
the most appropriate way for Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter to celebrate Finnish
independence. This is not an empty, make-the-
members-feel-good request. It is an earnest plea
for your

guidance

to the
board. |
promise you that every response will be reviewed
and taken into serious account. Might | also
request that you do this as soon as possible,
realizing that the busy holiday season is upon us.
Why the urgency? Because planning for next
year’s celebration will begin immediately after
this year’s dinner dance.

L °

Finally, as we enter the rush of the holidays,
let’s try to find a moment to think of a nation of
Finns who still didn’t know by Christmas of 1917,
despite the public declaration of independence on
December 6, whether they would live as free men
and women or as citizens of the incipient
Bolshevik state. It would not be until New Year’s
Eve that members of the Finnish delegation in St.
Petersburg would learn that the Council of
People’s Commissars had recognized Finnish
sovereignty. Few Finns could have imagined at
that time what a difficult task - through war and

diplomacy -- keeping that sovereignty was to be.

Let us all rejoice that, approaching Christmas
2005, Finns now enjoy both peace and security.
They have worked hard for it. We honor all who
have been part of that effort, as well as those
Finns and others today who seek to extend peace
and security to all peoples. God bless us,
everyone, everywhere.

Gary London, FFSC President

FFSC Newsletter
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| FORMERLY TRAVEL TIME |
New Name - Same Great Service I

Scandinavian Airlines 2 for 1 promotion on travel
to Europe and Scandinavia: I
One traveler purchases a full fare ticket and a
companion flies for only the cost of the taxes! |
Purchased by March 4th, 2006 .
I Space is limited so call us today. I

425-831-0367 * 800-909-6647

www.CTTDestinations.com * Info@CTTDestinations.com
38579 SE RIVER ST #2 « PO BOX 887 SNOQUALMIE, WA 98065

Kaiku—Performer of the Year 2006

At the Finlandia Foundation Nation (FFN) semi-annual
meeting in Boston at the end of October, the vocal group KAIKU
from Brooklyn, NY was declared the POY for 2006.

KAIKU was formed a year ago as a part of an ensemble
called Akkapella. They deliver a new twist to Finnish folk music
singing songs inspired by Finnish folklore and poetry. They
perform with musicians on cello, accordion, and percussion.
Writes the Daily News: "Sweet Soaring Finnish Sounds.”

The three vocalist are Jaana Kantola, Paula Jaakkola and
Erja Vettenranta. They arrived in New York independently and
for different reasons but came together to make fascinating,
amazing music.

‘ Finlandia

Foundation
National (FFN)
provides a travel
rant to the POY
or transportation
) to chapter and
PR N community
functions
throughout the
US. If your
o chapter is
sl | interested in
inviting KAIKU to
perform at your
event, please

contact the group at: Ms. Jaana Kantola,
jaana@kaikumusic.com. Their web site: www.kaikumusic.com.

Performance fees are to be negotiated between the parties
inviting and the PQY directly. Home housing and local
transportation is generally extended to the performers.

It is the wish of FFN that, when possible, more than one
pFrLornSSch/work-shop/appearance is arranged during the visit
of the .

The Finnish Lutheran
Church

The Finnish
Lutheran
Church is
located just
north of
Seattle,
Washington
at 8504 13th
Avenue NW.

We offer worship services in
both the Finnish and English
languages. The Finnish Language
Worship Service is on the 2nd, 4th
& 5th Sundays of each month.
The English Language Worship
service is offered on the 1st and
3rd Sundays of each month.

Our Worship Services begins
at 10:00 AM on each Sunday. We
offer a Sunday School for the
younger people to attend during
the Worship Service.

We encourage you to stay
and join us for coffee and
refreshments following the
Worship Service and allow us to
share our hospitality.

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen

For additional information on the
FFN-POY program, please
contact:

Satu Mikkola,
POY Committee Chair

E-mail: satum®@aol.com,
Tel. 360-697-2688

December 2005 / January 2006
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The Finnish School of Seattle —
Celebrating a Decade of Excellence

The Finnish school of Seattle started in
1995 - from a %roup of six children it has grown
more than tenfold. This is a group of happy and
curious children from ages zero to twelve. The
school location has changed a number of times,
the children have grown up, families have
traveled around the world and many active
volunteers have influenced the school’s
development over its 10 year journey.

What is the Finnish School?

There are over 150 Finnish schools around
the world, teaching about 3500 students. The
purpose of these schools is to educate children
of Finnish descent about Finnish language and
culture. Students attending the Finnish schools
are either native speakers or speak the language
as a second lanﬁua e. In most cases at least one
parent is Finnish. Classes generally meet once a
week for 1-2 hours at a time. Teaching methods
vagl between different schools from doing arts
and crafts in Finnish to having a systematic
curriculum for teaching the language.

The Finnish School of Seattle is located in
Redmond, Washington, just 14 miles east of
Seattle. It rents classroom facilities from the
Celebration Presbyterian church. There are
currently 70 students enrolled and there are
three separate classrooms used for children in
different age groups. The school has a great
library with an inventor{/ of 860 Finnish-
language items for families to use including
books, videos, music CD’s and computer games.
The school has its own internet site at
http://www.finnishschoolofseattle.org and its
own newsletter which is published five times a
year. The newsletter is available on the school’s
Web site and is mailed to each student and
school sponsor.

For the 2005-2006 school year, the school
holds classes both on Thursday and on
Saturday. Children between the ages of 0-5
meet on Thursdays from 10am to noon and
divide into two smaller groups where parents
and children have different games and
activities. The Saturday classes are divided
into school-aged children 5-12 years old and
a second class for 0-4 year old children
meeting every other Saturday from /C)
9:30am-1pm.

The children are offered a
qualitK and versatile program using
Finnish literature, rhymes, songs <
and play. Finnish holidays are
celebrated with children as well as
the Finnish culture and
traditions. This allows children to
respect the differences among other

people and
understand
different
traditions.
The children
are
encouraged
to think and
use the
material they

FIN

SEATTLEN SUCRI KOULL
have adopted

lopted [FINMISH SCHOO Lo SEATTLE
and maintain

the fun of learning new things. The goal is also
to develop learning skills. The groups are given
a great opportunity for interaction and social
skill development. The annual curriculum is
based on a certain theme. This year we are
getting acquainted with different countries and
cultures via the theme “children of the world”.

Finnish schools are typically founded by
parents, church or local Finnish chapters. The
Seattle Finnish School has a board which meets
once a month. The board decides and plans
school events, manages the school’s finances,
and does the annual planning.

Funding for the school is generated several
ways. The school collects tuition fees, receives
government grant money from Finland
(Opetushallitus), and conducts fundraising
campaigns. These funds cover such things as
teacher salaries, teacher training, rent for the
school’s facilities, and materials used in the
classroom.

The article is written as teamwork by
Airi Suomalainen and Leena Hansen

\
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Finnish at the University of Washington:
Commitment to Our Mission

Since its founding in 1990, the Finnish
program in the Scandinavian Studies Department
at the University of Washington has taught
hundreds of undergraduate and graduate
students to speak and write Finnish. In the last
three years, we have hosted a lecture series
featuring Finland’s ambassador Jukka Valtasaari,
been joined by a new team member, lecturer
Karoliina Kuisma, and established a Finnish
major in the Scandinavian Studies curriculum, in
addition to other activities like Finnish Cinema
Day, in November 2003. Teaching Finnish,
developing our teaching, research, and service,
and bringing talented contributors to our
program define our mission. In the next five
years, the program’s core mission will continue,
also focusing on ensuring that Finnish will be
taught in the state of Washington ﬂermanently
by developing an endowment for the program.

The most important recent landmark in the
Finnish Program has been the establishment of a
Finnish major, which occurred in fall 2005. The
new degree furnishes students the opportunity
to earn a Bachelor of Arts major in Finnish for
completing advanced study of Finnish and
courses on Finnish culture and history among the
department’s course offerings. Most majors in
the Scandinavian Studies Department complete a
major in one of the languages, like Finnish or
Swedish, in addition to completing a second
major in another department on campus. This is
a “double major” combination. The Eossibility of
combining a Finnish major with another major
makes studying Finnish more attractive to many
students, helping grow program. We hope the
major will help us teach Finnish to thousands
more students.

Why Teach Finnish?

among college graduates, who are America’s
business peoEle, journalists, and leaders of
tomorrow. They must know about Finland to
devote attention to her. Such knowledge
maintains the heritage, and also benefits man%/
people and organizations by spilling out into the
community through various events and activities.

As scholars in the UW Finnish Program,
we also attract interest to Finland and deepen
understanding of her by publishing articles and
books. Faculty in the Finnish Program have
published more than fifty articles and books
since 1990. These publications deepen students,
researchers, and decision makers’ understanding
of the countri/. The works range from studies of
the Kalevala like Thomas Dubois’s book The
Kalevala and Folk Poetry (1995) to articles on
how to improve language learners’ acquisition of
Finnish, by Karoliina Kuisma and Sirkku Latomaa.
They include books about Finland in the
European Union, for example Christine
Ingebritsen’s book on the Nordic States and
European Unity. They include articles about
Finnish classical music by Helja Nurmela. And
they include books about Finnish popular culture
by Andrew Nestingen, such as Transnational
Cinema in a Global North (2005) and In Search of
Aki Kaurismdaki (2005). Scholars in the program
have also lectured around the United States,
Canada, and in Finland, including academic talks
in Helsinki, Kajaani, Turku, Tampere, San Diego,
Los Angeles, Portland, Minneapolis, Toronto, as
well as presentations at public events from
FinnFest to pre-symphony lectures at Benaroya
Hall in Seattle. Through publishing articles and
books, academic lectures, and public addresses,
the UW Finnish Program seeks to build
awareness and understanding of Finland.

In our global age, we are
increasingly aware of the world’s
diversity of cultures. It’s a challenge for
a small nation to receive the attention
she deserves and needs. Today, a small
nation’s heritaﬁe among its sons and
daughters can be watered down in
twenty-four flows of news, images, and
business activities. Without attention
and recognition, economic and cultural
decline can occur and heritage can slip
away, as attention diverts elsewhere.
One of the best ways to create a
bulwark of attention is by educating
people about Finland. When we teach
students to speak and write Finnish and
to understand her culture and history,
young Americans become friends of
Finland, aware of her rich culture,
history, and heritage. Their learning
contributes to Finland’s prominence

December 2005 / January 2006
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P : ; : bolster the Finnish program’s
Finnish at the University of Washington reputation in Seattle, in the United

Finnish has been taught in the Department since in Fi i
1990, when the department hired Prof%ssor Thomas gﬁgﬁ?ﬁ:nr}dpﬁ,ﬁsnhl i?fitﬂshg S;,téggr }(\;«ro
DuBois. Professor DuBois is a folklorist by training, and a | public lectures during their visit. We
specialist in Finnish folklore. He developed a ﬁrogram in | also plan to make our growing program
Finnish studies and within a feW years, Finnish had more accessible by traveling

reached a curriculum status equal to the other areas of | proadening exch’ange rograrﬁs with the
study in the Department. This means that students UW both in the United State and with
could enroll in three years of Finnish instruction, three | Finnish universities, and by continuing
undergraduate courses focusing on Finnish topics, and in | our use of the Internet as a means of

many courses that studied Finland and other countries reaching those interested in Finland.
as a part of the culture and history of the Nordic region | These are our most important goals for
and Europe. growth. In setting these goals, our aim

is to deliver more to students and the
community, making the UW Finnish

rogram a conduit that benefits the
argest possible number of people and
the center of Finnish studies in the
United States.

In 1995, in cooperation with the Finnish Ministry of
Education, the UW established a Visiting Lectureshi/J in
Finnish. This lectureship has since played a vital role in
the success of the Finnish program. The lecturer teaches
second and third-year Finnish courses every year, as
well as a course on Finnish culture in English. These
courses have included studies of Finnish music, the

Kalevala, and popular culture. The lectureship also Growth Through Endowment

helps the program offer smaller classes, the highest- One of the most effective ways to
quality instruction, and maintains key ties to the Finnish | stimulate beneficial growth at
Ministry of Education and other institutions and universities is through the )
associations. The first Finnish lectureship was held by establishment of endowments designed
Sirkku Latomaa. Heljd Nurmela, of the Sibelius to nurture the study of a specific topic,
Academy, who served in the position for four years, and | like Finland. The growth flows out in
Virve Vainio, who served for two years, followed her. many different benefits, enriching

The current Finnish lecturer, Karoliina Kuisma, began at | students’ knowledge, scholars’

the UW in September 2004. understanding, and communities’

activities. The interest from an

Professor DuBois left the department in 2000, and | endowment can provide the funds to
his position was filled by Andrew Nestingen. Professor help operate programs, provide student
Nestingen is a scholar of Finnish literature and film. His | scholarships, host influential public_
research focuses on popular culture. He has just finished | figures and intellectuals, and organize
a book entitled Criminal Scandinavia: Genre Bending in important discussions. For example, a
the Welfare State. thirty-five thousand dollar gift from
Finn Fest 1999’s revenues established
the Kalevala fund. Interest from the
Kalevala fund provides a scholarship to
an outstanding student of Finnish each
year.

One example of a highly successful
endowment drive is the one organized
by the Baltic Studies program in the
Department of Scandinavian Studies at
UW. Since its founding in 1995, the
Baltic Program has created a 1.5 million dollar
endowment. The program has used the money to
fund many activities and establish a
New Goals for Finns at the UW Erot{essorshipltlhalt ensubres Estohnian, rI;atl\j{/zi}n, ﬁnd
. - . ithuanian will always be taught at the —the
Growing the Finnish program means doing ! ; ity
our core mission more successfully: teaching only university in the US where all three of these

more students Finnish, educating scholars and languages are taught together.

(Continued from page 10)

the public about Finland, and bringing more The Finnish community, under the

Finnish students and professors to study at and leadership of Gunnar Damstrom and Matti

visit the UW. With the momentum of a new Suokko, has begun an endowment drive to
major and a new team in place, since Karoliina suEport the Finnish program lectureship. We are
Kuisma joined the program, we are aiming to asking Finnish philanthropic foundations and the

increase the number of students studying Finnish  Finnish state for endowment contributions. In
by 50% ancj to produce fifteen Finnish majors in Spring 2005 at a dinner Qrganized by Gunnar
the next five years. Further, we are seeking to (Continued on page 12)
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Damstrom to celebrate May Day and
support the Finnish Program, generous
people pledged almost thirty thousand
dollars. We are thankful for this
support!

But why more specifically are we
building this endowment? The
endowment is vital to protecting and
building the Finnish program. The
endowment will guarantee that gains
we have made since 1990 will be
protected forever, and foster growth
in the program that maximize the
benefits it can deliver to its
constituencies.

The Finnish lectureship remains
vulnerable to cuts in the Washington
state budget. The state provides
eleven percent of the university’s
operating budget. When legislators
cut the um‘versit?/’s funding, the
university often looks to make cuts in
programs and courses it deems
“small.” Because the Finnish
lecturer’s classes usually include five
to twenty students, the lectureship is
viewed as small by the university. The
university could cut the lectureshi
with six months’ notice. It could also
cut the faculty position in Finnish
through a longer process. This is the
reality for small programs. Like
Finland herself, the Finnish program
must navigate its challenges by
working hard, building strong
partnerships, and navigating
challenges carefully. By building the
program’s endowment to $250,000,
we can use the endowment to shield
the lectureship.

The endowment can do far more
than protect the lectureship,
however. By building it to our goal of
1.5 million dollars, interest from the
endowment can also create a budget
for making the program maximally
effective in serving students, the local
and national Finnish community, and
Finnish, American, and international
scholars. The endowment can provide
money for sending students to

Finland, inviting visiting lecturers and political
figures, completinﬁ important research projects,

and completing other projects, like the

November 2003 Finnish Cinema Day, the fall 2004
Semmarit concert, and the May Day Dinner in
SEring 2005. Building an endowment to support
the UW Finnish program will protect and grow
the program, and extend and enrich its benefits
to its constituencies. The endowment can
generate the educational resources and attention

Who Studies Finnish?

Every year for the last fifteen years between ten
and twenty UW students have met daily from 9:30 to
10:20 AM to study Finnish. That’s when the first-year
Finnish class meets. This year’s breakdown of students
ﬁives a picture of who these students are. Four students

ave Finnish heritage and want to learn to speak Finnish
with their relatives. Five students are majors in
linguistics and want to learn about the peculiarities of a
Finno-Ugric language. The other two students have
Finnish friends, and they’d like to visit and converse
with them in Finnish.

This year’s Finnish class reflects the typical
breakdown among Finnish students. About one-half of
the class wants to learn the language of their heritage.
In fact, every year several students choose to study at
UW because it offers Finnish, which attracts such
heritaﬁe students. Another quarter of the class studies
Finnish because they plan to live in Finland, if, for
example, their husband or wife is Finnish, or they plan
to work in the country. Another quarter enroll in Finnish
because they’re interested in Finnish as a language, as
are this year’s linguistics students.

Why else might someone want to learn Finnish?
Hester Angus, a student in this year’s Finnish 101 course,
has a good reason. She says, “as a carpenter | would like
to go to Finland and learn how to build the perfect
sauna. Then maybe | can come back here and build
saunas for a living.” What a wonderful reason to study
Finnish and learn about Finland!

First-year Finnish at the University of
Washington is taught by a graduate student who is
conducting research toward a Master’s Degree, Mia
Spangenberg. Mia grew up speaking “savvoo,” the dialect
spoken in the Savolax area of eastern Finland. Mia’s
mother is Finnish, which made learning Finnish natural.
After completing a Bachelor’s degree at Emory
University, Mia lived in Helsinki (her favorite city) for
three years. Mia says that she “truly enjoys sharing an
important part of my life and background with a group
of 11 bright and enthusiastic students.”

that would direct attention to Finland’s history,
culture, heritage, and current role in the world.

For more information about the Finnish
Program, and its endowment campaign, please
visit the Department of Scandinavian Studies
Webpage at the UW:
http://depts.washington.edu/scand. For more
information, contact

(Continued on page 13)
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Naselle FinnFest, July 2006

ASTORIA, OR - NASELLE, WA - Persons with an
interest in the Finnish-American story - whether
those people are from Finland, Canada, the USA,
or other countries - should plan to include
attendance at FinnFest USA ‘06 during the last
week of July 2006. That is the week when the
Annual National FinnFest will relocate to the far
northwest coast of the USA - to Astoria, Oregon
and Naselle, Washington.

The dates for the festival are July 26-30,
2006, but there is so much to see and do in the
great Pacific Northwest that one should plan to
come to the area earlier. Organized and individual
tours of the area and other activities will begin on
Sunday, July 23, 2006, three days before the
scheduled festival dates.

The organized tours will include tours of such
scenic areas as Mount St. Helens and the Oregon
and Washington coasts; tours of the various sites
of the Lewis and Clark Journey of Discovery which
will have just observed its 200th anniversary;
visits to the industries - logginﬁ, fishing, farming -
which brought the early Finnish settlers to the
Lower Columbia River region; tours of the early
Finnish and other Scandinavian settlements which
are part of the continuing story of the area; and

general sightseeing in the scenic Lower Columbia
region.

If you are a person who wants to spend more
time in the great outdoors, the Pacific Northwest
is the place to be in late July and August. Charter
fishing trips on the Columbia River or the Pacific
Ocean, depending on what season is open at the
time, will be available. Salmon, sturgeon, bottom
fish, halibut, and tuna - all are possible catches
for the fisherman or fisher woman. Boat tours of
the lower Columbia River, from its mouth to 20-30
miles upstream, will also be available.

If more adventuresome trips are what you
are lookin? for - tours by kayak, canoe, an
bicycle will also be offered. The kayak tours, with
all equipment included or with your own kaﬁak,
will include trips on the bays and inlets of the
Columbia River, smaller rivers and waterways
such as the Naselle River and Blind Slough, and a
trip to Long Island on Willapa Bay in the Willapa
National Wildlife Refuge. A voyager canoe ride,
suitable for all ages and physical conditions, will
be offered on the Lewis and Clark River, near Ft.
Clatsop, where Lewis and Clark wintered over
during their 1805-06 journey. Bike tours, using

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 12)

Karoliina Kuisma (206) 543-6883 or
Andrew Nestingen (206) 543-0643.
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% Katrilli News

By JoAnne Hardt Rudo

Katrilli traveled to Puyallup for their
Scandinavian Festival and Octoberfest. The
Scandinavian Festival, nicely organized by
Desiree Olmstad, was held in a large exhibition
hall filled with Nordic crafts, food, information
booths, music and dancing. After our
performance, we went to the Octoberfest
celebration that was held next door in an even
larger hall. The Octoberfest was filled to
capacity with lots of happy people. Katrilli was
impressed with Enzian Schuhplattler, a Seattle
German dance group, that performed many
times through out the festival and always
seemed fresh. Perhaps all their energy came
from the ample amount of German beer and
sausages that were available. As in most
Octoberfest celebrations, there were communal
tables and so there were lots of new people to
meet. One of the more [aopular men at our
table was a man who is hired to go on cruises
and dance with unaccompanied women.
Needless-to-say, the women seated at our table
kept him busy. Of course, we tried to get him to
join Katrilli but the sea was calling him--darn!!

Marja Hall’s delicious torttus (filled prune
cookies) and her raiskaleet (savories filled with
rice) and the every popular Finnish pancakes
were once again sold by Katrilli at the Finnish
Bazaar. Next year, we will have to make more
of everything as we sold out way before the
bazaar closed, however, selling out gave us
more time to visit and catch up with so many of
the delightful people that attend this event.

The very next day, Katrilli was at
Crossroads for the Ethnic Heritage Council’s
Festival. The energetic and melodic music of

sold by Katrilli, were a big hit in Bazaar

Pat Spaeth, Larry Gibson, and Kris Johansson
added much to our well-received program.
Nusska polka (Snuff polka) is always a crowd
pleaser. Snuff, which is finely pulverized
tobacco, has regained popularity in Sweden and
Finland since there are now many rules
regulating second hand smoke. While we were
dancing, there was much laughter especially
from one woman who had this amazing
infectious boisterous laugh. She came up to us
later and exElained why she was so actively
involved with the dance. She grew up in South
Dakota on a farm. Her father, much to the
disapproval of her mother, was forever sniffin
snuff or chewing snuff. No matter how much the
mother nagged, pleaded, or cajoled her
husband to stop the habit, he refused. So the
mother in desperation decided that she too
would begin to sniff snuff. However, every time
that she tried to sniff the snuff, she would
sneeze just as we do in the dance, and so she
finally gave up and accepted that snuff would
always be part of her life as long as she
remained married to her snuff sniffing chewing
husband. They remained married into their
eighties. A disclaimer is probably needed at this
point: Katrillli does not recommend sniffing
snuff for a long life or a happy marriage!

Katrilli will have their annual Lucia
procession and performance for Yulefest held at
the Nordic Heritage Museum. We are also
involved with the University of Washington’s
Scandinavian Department’s Lucia celebration at
the Swedish Club. Katrilli is scheduled for three
Lucia programs for the Children’s Museum at
the Seattle Center. We didn’t plan on being
quite so busy but each event seems to be
interesting and so we agree to be involved and

seldom are we disappointed.

For the last several weeks, we have had a
newcomers class an hour before our
practice. We are delighted to have new
members that are eager to learn our
Finnish dances. So a big “laminate
tervetuloa,” warm welcome to our very
newest members: Nancy and Jim Roberts,
Kathleen, Roy, Kevin and Chris Luquette.
Welcome back to Marina Mikhalchenko who
along with Elisabet Arnold are dancing with
Katrilli between university studying and
exams.

We will continue with our newcomers class
beginning in January .The class is Sunday
from 4:00 to 5:00 and regular practice is
from 5:00-7:00 pm. We meet at the
beautiful Swedish Cultural Center in
Seattle. The 4:00 class is a good way to be
introduced to the dances that we are so
fond of. We guarantee lots of exercise,

(Continued on page 15)
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great camaraderie, lively music and involvement
with interesting and fun festivals and events. If
you include Finnish folk dancing in your New
Year’s resolutions, just think how much guilt free
holiday eatim{g you can enjoy! So take that second
helping of pulla and we will see you in January.

Diet consulting: JoAnne (206) 329-1443 or Marja
(425) 378-7689

(Continued from page 13)

rovided bikes and equipment, or with ﬁersonal

ikes, will be offered on both sides of the
Columbia River. The annual FinnAm Golf
Tournament, in a team scramble format, will be
held on the nearby 18 hole Gearhart Golf Links
course.

The FinnFest headquarters will be at the
Suomi Hall and at two of the newer hotels, all
located in the Union Town (FinnTown) section of
Astoria, near the South end of the Astoria-Megler
Bridge, which spans the Columbia River. The
registration desk for the FinnFest will be in the
Holiday Inn Express motel which is located
adjacent to the Finnish Brotherhood's Suomi Hall.
The FinnFest USA board meeting and general
meeting will be held at the Cannery Pier Hotel,
newly built over the river a couple of blocks from
Suomi Hall. Several motels, as well as B & B's and
campgrounds, are in the area, including the two
mentioned above. Reservations are advised to be
made as soon as possible as July will be at the
height of the tourist season.

Reservations may be made by calling the
hotels/motels, B & B's, or campgrounds directly,
and lodging information and other information
may be secured by calling the Astoria-Warrenton
Area Chamber of Commerce at 1-800-875-6807,
email at awacc@seasurf.com, or by going on the
web at www.oldoregon.com

Two other sources of lodging information are:
Long Beach Peninsula area lodging is listed by the:

Long Beach Peninsula Visitors Bureau. Telephone:
1-800-451-2542; email at: info@funbeach.com; or
the web at: www.funbeach.com.

The Wahkiakum Chamber of Commerce at 1-
360-795-9996, Mail address Wahkiakum Chamber
of Commerce, PO Box 52, Cathlamet, WA 98612;
email at: wchamber®cni.net, or on the web at:
webmaster@wahkiakumchamber.com

2
2
3,

= > -
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A

The FinnFest main events will begin
Wednesday, July 26, with most of the activity in
Astoria for the first two days, before focusing on
Naselle for the last three days. There will be
lectures on contemporary as well as historical
issues that impact the Finnish community;
contemporarE/ Finnish music (both folk and
classical) will be performed by local, regional,
national, and international performers from
Finland and Canada; Finnish folk dancing
(performance and participation); skits, plays, and
a melodrama performed by local actors; displays
andfdemonstrations of traditional Finnish arts and
crafts.

There will be demonstrations and sales of
Finnish foods; photography exhibits of Finns and
Finnish-Americans and their activities in the
Lower Columbia region; art and flower exhibits;
logging and gill netting exhibits; workshops
involving the kantele and Finnish genealogy;
contemporary and classic movies made in Finland,
as well as other films about Finnish Blown glass
ﬁrtisﬁ and historical footage taken in Astoria and

aselle.

In addition to a Paavo Nurmi run there are a
wife carrying contest and a boot toss contest
beside special games for children; a Tori
displaying products from Finland or made by
Finnish-American artists or by residents of the
local area; tours of local industries that attracted
the Finnish people to the lower Columbia (fishing,
logging, cranberry growing, dairying) and museum
exhibits in Clatsop County, OR, and Pacific and
Wahkiakum Counties, WA; dances on several
nights; a fashion show-luncheon with
contemporary styles direct from Finland, and a
kantele Mass.

In short, the week-long celebration, includin
five days of FinnFest USA ‘06, will be a beehive o

(Continued on page 17)

FFSC Newsletter

December 2005 / January 2006



Page 16

FFSC Newsletter

Star Boys - The Legend of the Three Kings lives on
in the arctic city of Oulu

Who can say where the Three Wise Men from
the East we read about in biblical Christmas
stories went after having been to the land of
Judea? Ask anyone in Oulu, the capital of
northern Finland, where everyone knows the
answer. Up there in the north, by the shores of
the arctic Baltic Sea, the Wise Men still walk
among us at Christmastime, telling their story in
the form of an ancient pageant.

Based on stories in the Bible, the legend of
the Three Kings of the Orient was born in the
Middle Ages. The Kings were particularly
worshipped in Cologne, where their remains are
still kept in a richly decorated shrine. The
worship that spread among the common folk
included a play featuring songs about the Three
Kin%s. Gradually the play, which was first
performed in Latin, began to be given in the
common tongues, and its success was assured. As
it spread from one country to another the play
also changed in character. The Star Boys pageant
as it is known today in Oulu is an offshoot of this
old European tradition.

The Star Boys pageant came to Sweden from
Germany by way of Denmark in the 17th century,
and the first written records of Star BOE/S
performing in Finland are from the early part of
the 19th century. The first account of a Star Boys
performance in the Oulu region is from 1873.

The pageant quickly established itself as a
part of Christmas in Oulu. The boys in less well-
off families formed Star Boys groups who went
from door to door performing the play, hoping
for a fee. Taking the play on the road every year
was a major adventure for the boys. Some groups
put a lot of effort into honing their skills, while
others were content just to get through the
performance any which way they could, the
monetary reward uppermost in their minds.
Fights between the groups were common,
especially if outsiders ventured onto the
established home turf of another group, the
town having been carefully divided into
territories between the groups. The
Star Boys tradition has survived
to the present day in the Oulu
region. Today, you are most likely to come
across Star Boys in a restaurant or café
setting, where the chances of good pay are
better. Getting paid for the performance is
still an important part of the Star Boys
tradition.

The people in Oulu are proud of the
tradition, as witnessed by the annual Star Boys
competition. All performers in the traditiona
category are boys whose voices have not yet
broken. Other hopefuls are also given a chance,
which is why even girls have the possibility to

show off their singing talent today. There is also
a category for modern, modified Star Boys plays.
One of them has even featured a well-trained
robot in the role of a Star Boy, Oulu being known
as a high tech city.

In its current form, the Star Boys group
consists of four characters: King Herod, King of
the Moors, the Knight and the Star Twirler,
known in Finnish as Mankki. You can recognize
Herod by his red cape and the King of Moors by
his black outfit and blackened face. The Knight
always wears a soldier’s outfit.

The story has changed considerably in the
course of centuries, and the sequence of events
is no longer c1uite logical. The scenes of the play
depict a battle for power between the two kings,
Herod and the King of the Moors, the search for
the three Magi, an account of the birth of baby
Jesus and the murder of the innocent children in
Bethlehem. The Knight also describes his bravery
in many wars. Later on, a eulogy was added to
the play praising the virtues of emperor
Alexander, the Grand Duke of Finland in the 19th
century.

At the end of the play, the singers thank the
audience and ask for a contribution. The boys
sing carols for as long as it takes the Knight to
;ningle among the crowd and collect a handsome

ee.

Excerpt from
http://www.tiernakaupunki.fi/tierna/
english/tradition.htm
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activity where one will have to schedule one's
activities in order to see and do most of what is
offered. Plans, especially for lodging, with the
prime locations going fast durindg the bus1Y
summer season, need to be made NOW! The best
sources of lodgin% information are at the
Chamber offices listed above or by contacting
the lodging source directly.

FinnFest USA ‘06 general information is
available on the web at: www.finnfest2006.org
or by writing to: FINNFEST USA ‘06, Information,
PO Box 156; Naselle, WA 98638.

The FinnFest 800 telephone number is not
yet operational but that number will be listed on
the website as soon as it is functional, probably
after the first of the new year.

Quilting contest to be part of FF USA ‘06

NASELLE, WA - As part of celebrating the
Finnish-American heritage, a quilting contest will
be held at the FinnFest USA ‘06 celebration to be
held July 2630 in Astoria, Oregon and Naselle,
Washington. The challenge to quilters is to make
a quit with a "Finnish-American theme."” The
quilts may <« be either pieced, appliqued,
ora combination of

techniques. Entry
— forms are
= available from
the sources
listed below
and entries
«_Mmust be

\\\ completed by

June 30,
Complete entry

/

2006.
information is
Y available on the
web site:

www.finnfest2006.org or by writing to:
FinnFest USA '06 Quilt Contest

P. O. Box 156

Naselle, WA 98638

Finnish Community Bazaar Buzzed with Activity

The 27th annual Finnish Community Bazaar,
organized by the Finnish American Heritage
Committee, again filled the Nordic Heritage
Museum on November 12, with a steady stream
of smiling participants. Sales tables represented
the following organizations: Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter, Finlandia Music and
Art Festival, Finnish American Heritage
Committee, Finnish American Chamber of
Commerce, Finnish Lutheran Church, Finnish
Studies Program at the University of Washington,
Katrilli Folkdancers, Seattle Finnish Choral
Society, Suomi - Finland Room Committee, Suomi
Koulu, Swedish Finn Historical Society, Tanhuajat
Folkdancers, and United Finnish Kaleva Brothers
and Sisters. In addition, information for FinnFest
USA '06 was available, thanks to the Wirkkala -

Madden family.

The Finnish American Heritage Committee
especially thanks the participating organizations
and the many individuals who helped in the
kitchen, cashiering, carrying tables, and cleaning
up the auditorium.

Kiitoksia! Even self-effacing Finns have to
admit they have a remarkable community in
Seat"cle! Ndkemiin ensi vuonna! See you next
year!
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Nasellets Wilho Saari to receive State Award
Governor Gregoire Announces Arts & Heritage Awards Recipients

An announcement from Governor Christine Gregoire's office stated that Wilho Saari of Naselle will
be one of the recipients of this year's prestigious 2005 Governor's Arts and Heritage Awards.

Nov 14, 2005: Olympia, WA. Governor Christine
Gregoire and the Washington State Arts
Commission announced today the recipients of the
2005 Governor's Arts and Heritage Awards,
reco%nizing individuals and organizations for their
significant contributions to the creativity and
culture of Washington State.

This year's recipients of the Governor's Arts
Awards are: Warren Chang of Bellevue, a master
musician and head of the Chinese Arts and Music
Association; Fabrication Si)ecialties Ltd., an artist
owned firm focused on collaborative public art
construction based in Seattle; SEED Arts Program,
a non-profit organization with a long history of
supporting the arts in South East Seattle.

This year's recipients of the Governor's
Heritage Awards are: Virginia Beavert of
Toppenish, Yakama Nation elder, teacher of
sacred songs and ceremonies, and of Yakama
Sahaptin and other Plateau languages; Wilho
Saari of Naselle, a Finnish-American musician
and master of the kantele (the traditional Finnish
zither); and the Wapato Indian Club, a Native
American heritage club and dance troupe from
Wapato Middle School on the Yakama Reservation.

Additionally, retiring ArtsFund President,
Peter Donnelly will receive a lifetime
achievement award for his support of the arts in
Washington State.

Governor Gregoire will present each
recipient with an original bronze sculpture by
artist Leo Osborne of Anacortes at a ceremony on
November 22, at the Governor's Mansion in
Olympia.

Since 1966 the Governor's Arts Awards have
recognized 145 individuals for their artwork,
community service, leadership in the arts, and
teaching and mentorship. The Governor's
Heritage Awards were established in 1989 to
honor those who preserve and promote traditions
and cultural heritage in our state; Heritage Award
recipients actively participate in their
communities as master traditional artists, scholars
and/or historians.

For more information about the Governor's
Arts and Heritage Awards visit www.arts.wa.gov
or contact Mark Gerth at (360) 586-8093 or at
markg®arts.wa.gov

Saari, a Finnish-American musician and
teacher is being recognized for his work in
playing, and teaching others to play, the kantele,
the Finnish national instrument. Saari, a Naselle
native son, graduated from Naselle High School in
1950, Northwest University in Kirkland in 1956 and
Seattle Pacific University in 1958. After teaching
in such places as North River, Seattle, and
Liberia, West Africa, Saari returned to Naselle,
where he taught at the Naselle Youth Camp
School for 23 years. Saari retired from NYCS in
1992, and since that time, has been busy playing,
teaching, performing, composing, and recording
CD's on the kantele.

Saari is a 5th generation kantele player. His
great-great grandmother was the legendary
Kreeta Haapasalo, a well-known kantele player in
Finland who lived in the 1800's. Wilho's father,
Wilho Sr., brought kantele playing to Naselle in
1915. Wilho Sr. was well-known as a kantele
Elayer in the Northwest. Every evening after work

e would sit in his rocker and play. After Wilho Sr.
passed away in 1968, Wilho Jr. inherited his
father's kantele. The kantele hunﬁ idle on the wall
for 14 years. At the age of 50 Wilho decided to try
playin% the kantele and it immediately became a
part of him.

For the past 23 years this has been his ‘after
50" hobby! He be%an writing original music for the
kantele as well. Currently there are over 1700
pieces that he has written; most of them are put
into the computer and then placed on the shelf to
collect 'dust!’ since there isn't a big demand for

(Continued on page 19)
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this type of music.

In addition to his prolific career as a
composer of kantele music, he has taught at
various kantele workshops: 1999 in Issaquah WA,
1999 and 2002 in Portland OR, 2003 in Duluth
MN, 2005 twice in Vancouver BC Canada, and
again in Issaquah in 2005. For over five years he
has gone to Portland monthly to assist the
kantele group called the "Livakat".

The "Livakat" group began in 1999 and has
grown to 12 people who have the large kanteles.
Wilho has performed in seven national Finnfests:
Berkley CA, Seattle WA twice, Portland OR,
Duluth MN, Minot ND, and Lake Worth FL. And
next year he will have to travel only one mile to
play at the national FinnFest USA '06 in Naselle,
Washington where kantele music has been a big
part of the local FinnAm Fest every other year
for the past twenty plus years.

Saari was awarded a Master Apprenticeship
from Washington State Arts and Folklife
Commission. Through this he taught the kantele
to his daughter Karen Saari Nelson, a music
teacher. He also taught and is currently teaching
5-string kanteles to third and fourth graders in
Naselle Elementary School.

Saari's first public performance was at a
wedding. "l was nervous,” Wilho recalls, "not
because of the size of the audience but because
the audience was made up mostly of relatives!”

Three years after starting to play the
kantele he played at the large Zellerback
Auditorium at the University of California in
Berkley. "It was dark,” Wilho says. "I could hardly
see the audience because of the stage lights. |
sat in the middle of the stage about the size of a
gymnasium. It seemed like | was all by myself,
and | was not nervous!”

After playing in Berkley, Wilho got touching
thank you letters from folks from San Francisco
and Arizona. The letters stated that “The
kantele music was therapeutic. . . after having
had an extra dose of turmoil and sadness, your
music was like ointment on a burn.” “Letters
like that make kantele performing all
worthwhile,” Saari stated.

Locally there are three kantele players,
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Wilho, his sister, May Adair, and daughter,
Karen Nelson.

Wilho has two kantele CD's: Kantele
Rock-a-Bye and Vilhon Vintilta (From
Willie's Attic) which consists of 23 of his
own compositions ending with his Great-
ireat-grandmother's well-known piece, Mun

anteleeni.

This week Wilho received a call as well as
an email stating that he was the recipient of
Washington State's Governor's Heritage Award.
“A total unexpected surprise!" he exclaimed.
There will be three people receiving this award.
Governor Gregoire will present each recipient
with an original bronze sculpture by artist Leo
Osborne of Anacortes at a ceremony on
November 22, at the Governor's Mansion in
Olympia,” Saari concluded.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHARTREUSE—2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle
A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian and international new design.
Many designer pieces from the 1950s through the 1970s
Arabia, littala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, Holmegaard, Georg Jensen
Fabric from Marimekko
Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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Cultural Crossroads at Crossroads Mall

Our presence at the 3- community in the

day Cultural Crossroads Pacific Northwest. We
event at Crossroads handed out a lot of
Mall in Bellevue, the literature and hopefully
weekend of November  will welcome new
11th-13th, gave us an members to FFSC.
opportumty to meet

and greet many Finnish-

Americans who had no

idea that there is such

a strong Finn-Am

’T J——T
SC pres1dent Gary London with wife
Kaisa; sondErlc jaura é’wsm'r"_'and

Matt Wirkkala at the FFSC table
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Finnish Film opens Children’s Film Festival

Valo, a recently released Finnish film, will
receive its U.S. premiere as the opening entry in
the Children’s Film Festival Seattle on January
28. The festival - a production of the Northwest
Film Forum - will continue through February 10
with films from around the world. Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter and Suomi Koulu are
co-sponsors in bringing Valo to Seattle.

Set in the early 1900s, Valo is the story of
the smart and brave children of a small village.
The main characters are nine-year-old Valo and
his friend Ville, who, together with their pals,
establish their own school, with children as the
teachers as well as the students. When the adults
in the village become suspicious, the adventure
begins. The film is based on the childhood diaries
of artist and philosopher Aleksanteri Ahola-Valo,
a Finnish-Ingrian who lived a colorful life in
Finland, Russia and Sweden from 1900 to 1997.
Additional information about the film may be
found at www.valofilm.fi/. Valo will be screened
here in Finnish with English subtitles.

With its strong commitment to making

festival also offers children workshops for making
their own films. A more intensive three-week
workshop will have children joining Seattle
filmmaker Wes Kim in creating a trailer to
publicize the 2007 version of the Children’s Film
Festival Seattle. Space is limited for all these
workshops, and students must register and pay
tuition in advance. To register, call Dave at

(206) 329-2629.

quality film available to Seattle children and
families, Northwest Film Forum has offered
The Childish Film Festival over the past three
years. This festival has brought a number of
Finnish films to Seattle, including Ro(li and
Heindhattu. The Children’s Film Festival
Seattle continues the tradition with a new
name and an expanded program of 47 films
from 14 countries. The series was put
together by Liz Shepherd, former director of
the Chicago International Children’s Film
Festival, who has been hired by Northwest
Film Forum to head up Cinema K - a year-long
film program chosen with families in mind.
Children’s Film Festival Seattle is the first of
Cinema K’s efforts in 2006.

The film festival will begin with a Gala
Opening Pancake Breakfast on January 28.
The price, including a film screenin%, is $25
per family. Admission to all other film
programs is $5 for adults and children. For a
complete list and schedule of films, contact
Northwest Film Forum at
www.nwfilmforum.org or (206) 329-2629. It is
lsocat?d at 1515 12" Avenue on Capital Hill in

eattle.

In addition to a full program of film, the

Your Finnish Christmas is here!

Visit TUUlsl in Seattle.

We have gifts from darikka,
gifts, fashion and
fabric from Marimgkko
Mnd lots morg!
Opgn 10-6 gverydag,
until 8pm thur and fri
1407 First dve
Seattlg 98101 W
betwgegn Union and Pike
206 223 1112
www.tuulisgattlg.com

Kaleva Brotherhood Christmas Potluck—Dec 10

December 10th, Saturday, from noon (happy hour) to 3 PM. The Finnish Brotherhood is having a
Christmas potluck at the Finnish Lutheran Church in the Maki Hall. Members are bringing Finnish

traditional salads, vegetables and desserts. The Lodge will
hone (Lynn 763-7382 or Liisa-783-0894). There will be

with Lynn Wirta or Liisa Mannery on the

rovide Turkey and Ham. Folks can sign up

singing, door prizes and a Christmas card exchange for those who wish.
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER
FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES WINTER TRIMESTER 2006

12 classes to be held on Thursdays from 7 to 9 pm at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle
January 5 — March 23

Instruction offered for

Beginner (Jennifer Pulju), Intermediate (John Parker), and Advanced students (Ritva Swartz)

NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS

REGISTRATION FORM

Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class.
Registration is on first come first serve basis.

Winter tuition is $96 and will be due upon registration.

O
Student information %

Name Email

Mailing address City, zip

Telephone Best time to call
Beginner class [ Intermediate class O Advanced class O
Payment amount$ ~~~ Check# Payment date

Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FESC) to
principal teacher John Parker or mail to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC),
P.O. Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175-0052.

For more information about the language classes, please contact principal teacher John
Parker (206) 755-9310 or email parkerjw @u.washington.edu

Registration questions — contact Karoliina Kuisma (206) 543-6883 or
kuisma@u.washington.edu

December 2005 / January 2006 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter
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FFSC UNCLASSIFIEDS
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4
lines of copy (~40 characters
per line). $1 per line
thereafter.

Commercial rates: $15
minimum (~40 characters per
line ) $5 / line thereafter.

Send checks or money order
(no cash please) to:

FFSC UNClassifieds
PO Box 75052
Seattle, WA 98175

Please note newsletter
deadlines on page 2

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY
ADVERTISEMENTS

The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.
Consider placin§ your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org

Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp
or .tif) can be(g)rovided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS
Publisher 2000 format. Checks should be made payable to
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.

For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or

2 “ column $22 /issue 295 / 3 issues 2232 / 6 issues (1yr)

3” column $33 /issue 125 / 3 issues 351 / 6 issues (1yr)

1/4page $44 /issue  $185 / 3issues $532 / 6 issues (1yr)
1/2 page $66 /issue  $288 / 3 issues

Full page $99 / issue

$115 / 6 issues (1yr)

$60 / 3 issues $176 / 6 issues (1yr)

advertising manager— (see page 2 for details)

JOIN US! OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
(Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31)

THE SEATTLE CHAPTER OF FINLANDIA FOUNDATION

Dues: Single $20/yr Couple/Family $25/yr
Senior S15/¥EO Senior Couple $20/yr

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Supporting Lifetime $300

Name: Dues Enclosed S
Address: My donation to the
FFSC Scholarship fund $
Telephone: Newsletter donation: S
*%
E-mail- Total Enclosed ** $

| WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!! PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT:

| WouLD LIKE TO SEE MY CHAPTER SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:

SEATTLE CHAPTER FINLANDIA FOUNDATION—PO Box 75052, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0052
** Dues and donations are tax deductible.
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