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Starting on page 12—Naselle FinnFest Information on Activities 

  www.finnfest2006.org  
Feb 4, 2006 Suomi Koulu 10th Anniversary Celebration, Ristorante Vino 

Feb 22 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series at the Swedish Cultural Center (SCC) 
  - Kukkia ja sidontaa (Flowers and Binding) 

Mar 4 8:00 pm The Esoterics—Vigilia—Christ Episcopal Church in Tacoma  

Mar 5 2:00 pm 30th Annual Kalevala Day Festival @ the NHM 

Mar 5 8:00 pm The Esoterics—Vigilia—St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Medina 
Mar 11 8:00 pm The Esoterics—Vigilia—Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church in Seattle  
Mar 12 8:00 pm The Esoterics—Vigilia—Holy Rosary Catholic Church in West Seattle 

Mar 17 7:30 pm St. Urho’s Day with Katrilli & Skandia Folkdancers, Lynnwood 

Mar 22 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series at the SCC— Sibelius  

Apr 1  FFSC Scholarship Application Deadline 

Apr TBD  FFSC Annual Meeting 

Apr 26 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series at the SCC—To be Announced 

May 24 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series at the SCC—To be Announced 

Jun 28 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series at the SCC—To be Announced 

Jul 26-30, 2006 FinnFest, Naselle, WA 
Dec 2  Independence Day Celebration 

The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 
206-440-1134 

The Scandinavian Hour, an hour-long radio broadcast dedicated to music and 
programming of Scandinavian origin or interest. 

Join hosts Doug Warne and Ron Olsen as they once again share a little bit of 
Scandinavia with their listeners on Saturday mornings. 

February / March 2006 FFSC Newsletter 
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2006-2007 
FFSC Board Nominations 

 

The Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter (FFSC) Nominating 
Committee is looking for Board members for the  

2006-2007 year. 

If you or someone you know is interested in serving with a great 
bunch of people, send your nominations to: 

 
FFSC Nominating Committee  

PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175  
or by email to: FFSC@finns.org 

Candidates will be announced in the April/May 2006  

FFSC Newsletter and Board Members will be elected at the  

 

Annual Meeting of the FFSC,  

to be held in April 

 
Exact date and location to be announced in April/May Newsletter 

along with program detail and nominees. 
 

All FFSC members are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

Has Your Membership Expired ? 
Note to 2005 address labels — December of the year on your mailing label is your membership 

expiration date. That means your membership expired at the end of December 2005. We regret to 
inform you that without your membership renewal this is your last issue of the newsletter.  Please 
use the membership renewal form on page 23, any facsimile, or plain paper, and renew your 
membership.   
Thank you. 
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Author Solveg Torvik—Nikolai’s Fortune 

Author Solveg Torvik’s journey toward her 
Finnish heritage was a long one -- over 500 miles 
and 15 years of research. Torvik’s novel, Nikolai’s 
Fortune, retraces the history of her family from 
Rantsila, Finland (near Oulu) to Balsfjord in 
northern Norway, and sheds light on an often-
forgotten era in Finnish history.  

Torvik, a lifelong journalist who recently 
retired from her role as assistant editorial page 
editor at the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, began to 
research her family heritage in the mid-1980’s. 
Her mother had passed away, and Torvik became 
curious about the people in the family stories she 
had heard as a child. Torvik was born in Norway, 
and came to the United States with her family at 
age 9, in 1949, but she had always been aware of 
her Finnish heritage. She knew her grandmother 
had come to Norway from Finland, but wanted to 
know more about her life and her journey. With 
the help of LDS genealogy research resources, 
Torvik soon began to make discoveries about her 
family’s past. The most surprising revelation was 
that she has Sámi heritage, of which she had been 
completely unaware. 

Gradually, her story took shape, and she 

began to craft a fictional framework around it. 
Torvik’s research began to focus on creating 
historically accurate stories. She repeatedly 
visited Rantsila, her grandmother’s village, for 
information, and spent time at Oulu’s outdoor 
historical museum. That trip proved particularly 
memorable, since Torvik speaks no Finnish, and 
the curator with whom she was working spoke 
limited English. Torvik and the curator worked 
together via hand signals and laughter, finally 
hitting on the perfect resource for Torvik’s work -
- children’s books with pictures of everyday items 
from the 1700’s and 1800’s. Torvik then went one 
step further, retracing the Finnish immigration 
route her grandmother took from Finland to 
Balsfjord, a route taken by many Finns at the 
time. She left Rantsila on the anniversary of her 
grandmother’s departure. Of course, recreation 
only could go so far: Torvik, unlike her 
grandmother, had access to transportation, and 
did not have to walk the long and dangerous 
route. 

What eventually emerged from Torvik’s 
research was a gripping story about one woman’s 

(Continued on page 5) 

The new year brings with it “Films from 
Finland,” beginning on January 25 with the 
much-acclaimed Paha Maa (Frozen Land) and 
continuing on February 22 with Kukkia ja sidonta 
(Flowers and Binding) and March 22 with 
Sibelius. These films, together with others in 
the monthly series, will be shown at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Swedish Cultural Center at 1920 Dexter 
Avenue North in Seattle. 

Flowers and Binding is a comedy set in a 
small Finnish town, where a meat packing plant 
dominates the local economy. Beleaguered by 
hard work and unfair management, workers 
struggle with how to take charge of their lives. A 
series of accidents open up the opportunity for 
positive change, with hilarious results. The film, 
directed by Janne Kuusi, began as an 
improvisation by a theater group and was later 
written for film by Kuusi and Aleksi Bardy The 
cast is headed by Outi Mäenpää, who won the 
Finnish equivalent of the Oscar – the Jussi -- for 
Best Actress for her performance in this film. 

Released in 2004, Flowers and Binding was 
selected for inclusion in two significant film 
festivals late in 2005. It is the only Finnish film 
to have been chosen for the 54th International 

Film Festival Mannheim-Heidelberg, and is one 
of two Finnish titles in the Nordic Lights series 
of the Stockholm International Film Festival. 
Both festivals were held this past November. 

Sibelius is returning to Seattle by popular 
demand. It was first shown at the Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter annual meeting in 
2004, and requests for a repeat showing began 
shortly thereafter. This film biography of 
Finland’s best-known and loved composer is 
both beautiful to look at and to listen to. 

A $5.00 donation is requested at the door 
to cover the costs of “Films from Finland.” 
Refreshments are available, and there is ample 
free parking near the Swedish Cultural Center.  

“Films from Finland” continues with Flowers and Sibelius 
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struggles in a hostile social and natural 
environment. Torvik gave her own summary of the 
book to the Finlandia Foundation: 

“The novel begins in Rantsila, Finland, 
with a love affair between my great-
grandmother, Marie, a dairymaid, and Nikolai, 
who unknowingly leaves her pregnant with my 
grandmother Kaisa when he sails to America 
to make his fortune. Maire is forced to stand 
before the church congregation and confess 
her sin of bearing a child out of wedlock. 

When Kaisa is 12, Marie, determined that her 
daughter have a better life than awaits her in 
famine-wracked Finland, sends her away to 
North Norway. Kaisa walks, in winter, nearly 
500 miles over the mountains of Lapland to 
Balsfjord, Norway. There she marries a Sámi, 
becomes a destitute young widow with three 
children, twice gives birth to children 
conceived by rape, endures the prejudice of 
Norwegians toward Finns, and finally in 
desperation gives away her children and goes 
to work as a cook in a desolate copper mine. 
She works as a "herring wife" in Aalesund, 
Norway, well into her 70s. 

Meanwhile, when Kaisa is 20, Nikolai - rich, 
married but childless - returns to Finland to 
learn he has a daughter in Norway. He offers 
the impoverished, unmarried Marie money and 
promises that Kaisa shall inherit his fortune. 
Enraged, Marie throws him out of the house, 
and Nikolai becomes lost to our family for 100 
years. 

Kaisa's daughter Berit, a convert to 
Mormonism, eventually immigrates to Idaho 
and there takes up the search for Nikolai's 

long lost fortune for her mother.“ 

The story of Marie and her family reflects 
Torvik’s interest, not only in her own family 
history, but also in a period of Nordic history that 
is not often discussed. Marie, Kaisa, and Berit 
encounter historical events such as the forced 
assimilation of the Sámi in Norway, and are forced 
to deal with these on a personal level. Marie and 
Kaisa also suffer at the hands of the Norwegian 
community, which rejects them because they are 
Finnish and victimizes Marie because of her unwed 
pregnancy. Torvik was shocked to find out that 
Finnish women in the Norwegian north were often 
treated poorly by Norwegians who thought they 
were “immoral” and threatening. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Early March will offer Seattle music-lovers a 
rare opportunity to hear Finnish composer 
Einojuhani Rautavaara’s Vigilia or All Night Vigil 
Commemorating St. John the Baptist. This two-
hour piece for mixed choir and soloists will be 
open the 2006 season of The Esoterics, under the 
direction of Eric Banks, who frequently programs 
works from Finland. 

Vigilia, commissioned jointly by the Helsinki 
Festival and the Orthodox Church in Finland, was 
first performed in the landmark Uspenski 
Cathedral in Helsinki in two parts – Vespers in 
1971 and Matins in 1972. Despite its Orthodox 
origins, this demanding work is typically sung in 
Finnish and English. 

Rautavaara cites as inspiration for Vigilia “a 
vision-inducing childhood visit to the island 

monastery of Valamo in the middle of Lake 
Ladoga just before the Winter War in 1939.” 

According to the composer, “It seemed to me 
that the islands floated on air, and more and 
more colorful domes and towers appeared 
between the trees. The bells began to ring . . . 
The world full of sound and color. Then the black-
bearded monks in their robes, the high vaulted 
churches and the saints, kings, and angels in the 
icon . . . These images dazzled my ten-year-old 
mind and lodged in my subconscious.” 

This remembrance by Rautavaara lends 
support for the claim by some reviewers that his 
music reflects a mystical quality. Accurate or not, 
there is no disputing that he is one of the best-

(Continued on page 8) 

Rare Performance of Rautavaara’s Vigilia by Esoterics  
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How often we’ve heard the cliché that the 
world is shrinking, yet, like most well-worn 
observations, it contains some truth. I’ve been 
thinking of that especially in terms of the 
connection of those of us in the United States 
with ties to Finland. 

Perhaps what got me pondering this was 
accompanying my wife Kaisa to cast her ballot 
in the Finnish presidential election on January 
7. We drove to the residence of Honorary 
Consul Matti Suokko, which had become, for 
the day, the polling place for Finnish citizens in 
the Greater Seattle area who wished to cast 
their votes. When we arrived about 3:00 p.m., 
there were at least a half dozen waiting their 
turn to do just that. Consul Suokko made 
prospective voters and hangers-on like me feel 
at home, offering us coffee and his wife Heli’s 
pulla. He commented on the large turnout – 
about 100 voters up to that time – and observed 
that it was many times larger than in previous 
elections. Reasons for that were discussed, but 
one of the factors simply seems to be the larger 
number of Finnish citizens in and around Puget 
Sound. Some of these are, no doubt, those who 
have taken advantage of dual citizenship. 
(Incidentally, the Finnish press reports that a 
total of 29,000 Finnish citizens living abroad 
have voted in the first round of the 
presidential elections.) 

It’s quite remarkable, isn’t it, that Finnish 
citizens living here are able to vote so readily 
in elections for Finland. Not only are they able 
to vote, but they are able to cast ballots that 
are as informed as those cast in Finland itself. 
The presence of the internet, in particular, 

permits candidates for the presidency to 
campaign worldwide. It is virtually as easy to 
follow the campaigns here as it is in Finland. In 
our household, for example, the Helsingin 
Sanomat website gets almost daily use. 

But it’s not only in politics that the 
distance between the Northwest U.S. and 
Finland is shrinking. We here have a wealth of 
opportunities here to enjoy the fruits of Finnish 
arts and culture. For evidence of that, all you, 
dear reader, need do is look at the array of 
events and activities described elsewhere in 
this newsletter. Two wonderful Finnish art 
exhibits – one photographic, the other fabric -- 
continue at the Nordic Heritage Museum until 
February 10. Films from Finland begins on 
January 25 with Paha Maa at the Swedish 
Cultural Center, while the Children’s Film 
Festival Seattle gets underway on January 28 
with Valo. Musically, we are on the verge of a 
spring filled with Finnish music, starting with 
the Kalevala Day Celebration and presentation 
of Einojuhani Rautavaara’s Vigilia by The 
Esoterics early in March, continuing in April 
with performances of Sibelius music by the 
Seattle Symphony, Ralf Gothoni leading the 
Northwest Chamber Orchestra, and the Mostly 
Nordic Concert at the Nordic Heritage Museum, 
finally culminating in May with a Los Angeles 
Symphony concert under Esa-Pekka Salonen. 

In the meantime, there are some of us who 
are experiencing the ultimate kind of world-
shrinking in terms of our relationship with 
Finland. We are planning trips to Finland. Now, 
a 14-hour trip or so can certainly seem long and 

(Continued on page 8) 

In Memoriam 

Evan Carlson, John E. Erkkilä, Violet Reini Pillo  

Condolences to 
Miriam Mäki Dooley, in the loss of her husband, John Dooley 

Helmi Kortes-Erkkilä, in the loss of her husband 

Syrene Forsman, in the loss of her mother, Evelyn Carlson Staaf 

Benny Pillo, in the loss of his wife 

Lynn Wirta, in the loss of her mother  

 

February / March 2006 FFSC Newsletter 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is an 
all-volunteer organization. That means that 
members do the work of the Chapter, and they do 
that work without monetary compensation.  

It is easy to see why it is contrary to the 
spirit of all-volunteer organizations to have the 
same people doing the work all the time. The few 
doing the work may burn out from exhaustion, 
while the many enjoying the fruits of that work 
may become complacent. 

Fortunately, the by-laws of FFSC offer an 
antidote to such an unhappy state of affairs.  

According to those by-laws, all five officers 
of FFSC serve one-year terms, while members-at-
large have two-year, staggered terms. Elections 
for officers and members-at-large take place at 
the annual membership meeting in April. When 
elected, they serve from July 1 of that year to 
June 30 of the following year. 

Readers may wonder what these offices are 
and what work they entail. In capsulated form, 
the President presides at all meetings of the 
Chapter (this is typically only the annual meeting) 
and of the Board of Directors (sometimes called 
the “Executive Board” or the “E Board” or the 
“Board”), which normally meets once a month. 
The Vice President has such duties as are assigned 
by the President, while the Treasurer has custody 
of the funds of the Chapter. He or she collects 
and deposits monies, makes payments, keeps the 
books and accounts, and reports regularly to the 
Board on the financial state of the organization. 
The Secretary keeps the minutes of all official 
Chapter and Board meetings. The Membership 
Secretary keeps an accurate and current 
membership roster and encourages both renewals 
and new memberships. Members-at-large have no 
duties specified by the by-laws, but the President 
may assign them to various tasks in the 
organization. 

And what are the rewards? Well, they 

certainly aren’t financial, but they are social and 
emotional. Members of the Board are linked 
together by a common affection for Finland and a 
common desire to see that it gets the attention it 
merits among FFSC members and the larger 
community. Working as a team to produce 
positive and constructive Finland-friendly results 
is infinitely satisfying. There is plenty of room 
here for imagination, for innovation, and for 
creativity. Especially as new people are 
introduced to the Board, the flow of ideas is 
increased. 

What’s next? If you want to know more about 
being an officer or member-at-large, contact any 
of the current or past members of the Board. 
Information about a number of them is on the 
second page of this newsletter. Beyond that, 
consider seriously running for one of the offices in 
the organization. When you’ve made that 
decision, contact any member of the Board to get 
your name to the Nominating Committee. You will 
probably be surprised at how good you feel to be 
a volunteer in FFSC.  

The precise date, time and place of that 
meeting will be publicized in the next edition of 
the FFSC Newsletter.  

Could this be Your Time to serve in the FFSC?  

Greetings from the Shores of the Mighty Columbia River-Site of 
FinnFest USA ‘06 

  
I had the pleasure of attending the FinnFest USA ’06 meeting in Astoria in early January. The 

planned program is shaping up nicely, Tori vendors are reserving booths and enthusiasm is high. 
Registration packets should be in the mail next month with all possible information on the 5 days of 
festivities, tours, transportation and housing.  

With the theme of Sauna and Sisu and with the very unique opportunity for festival attendees to 
sample Finnish immigration history, culture and hospitality on both sides of the mighty Columbia River 
I can’t think of a better place to spend a few days this coming July than Astoria OR and Naselle WA! 

Welcome/Tervetuloa is the message I bring from the folks “down south.” 
Rita Vermala-Koski, FFSC VP 
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The Finnish Lutheran 
Church 

The Finnish Lutheran Church is 
located just north of Seattle, 
Washington at 8504 13th Avenue 
NW.  

We 
offer 
worship 
services in 
both the 
Finnish and 
English 
languages. 
The Finnish 
Language Worship Service is on 
the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of 
each month. The English 
Language Worship service is 
offered on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month.  

Our Worship Services begins 
at 10:00 AM on each Sunday. We 
offer a Sunday School for the 
younger people to attend during 
the Worship Service.   

We encourage you to stay 
and join us for coffee and 
refreshments following the 
Worship Service and allow us to 
share our hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 

known and most frequently performed of Finnish composers. 
He is also prolific, having written eight symphonies, among 
which the Seventh, Angel of Light, is probably most familiar. 
His work also includes a number of concerti for various 
instruments; tone poems, like Cantus Arcticus, and operas 
based on the lives of Vincent van Gogh, Aleksis Kivi, and, 
more recently, Rasputin. It is no surprise that Rautavaara has 
an extensive discography. 

Einojuhani Rautavaara was born in 1928 and began 
playing the piano at 17. In the early Fifties, he attended 
Helsinki University and the Sibelius Academy, where he 
studied with Aarre Merikanto. In 1955, he was selected by 
Sibelius, on the occasion of the master’s 90th birthday, for an 
honorary scholarship to study at the Julliard School of Music in 
the United States. By the time Rautavaara received his 
composition degree in Finland in 1957, he had already written 
his first major work, A Requiem for Our Time. He 
subsequently taught composition at Sibelius Academy, until he 
began earning his living as a composer in 1988. 

Vigilia will be performed on March 4 in Christ Episcopal 
Church in Tacoma, on March 5 at St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Medina, on March 11 at Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church in 
Seattle, and on March 12 at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in 
West Seattle. All concerts begin at 8:00 p.m. For information 
about season or individual tickets, use www.TheEsoterics.org, 
or call (206) 935-7779. 

(Continued from page 5) 

tiresome, but it took my brother that long to 
drive from Utah to Seattle during the Christmas 
holidays. Consider the harrowing accounts of 
immigrants who traveled between Finland and 
the United States a century ago. They would 
likely have been glad to trade a few days of jet 
lag for many days of crawling over sea and land 
by ship or rail. 

Yes, there can be little question that the 
world is shrinking. There are doubtless downsides 
to that (consider how quickly diseases can be 
transmitted across national boundaries), but the 
advantages are immense. How fortunate we are 
that Finland is so accessible to us in so many 
ways. Rest assured that the Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter will continue to pursue its 
mission to reduce the distance between Finland 
and its members and the community around us. 

Gary London, FFSC President 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Palm Springs, CA (January 16, 2006) 
– Klaus Härö’s emotionally searing Mother 
of Mine took the Audience Award for Best 
Narrative Feature at the 17th Annual 
Palm Springs International Film Festival 
along with Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont.  

This is the eighth award Mother of 
Mine has received since its world 
premiere at the Toronto International 
Film Festival a few months ago, where it 
was the runner up for the People’s Choice 
Award. 

Known for its diverse programming 
of quality independent and foreign films, 
the Palm Springs International Film 
Festival 12- day program (January 5-16, 
2006), screened 232 films from 71 
countries, which included 84 premieres 
and 49 of the 54 foreign entries for this 
year’s Academy Awards.  

Mother of Mine tied for the 
Audience Award with Dan Ireland’s UK 
film Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont which stars 
Joan Plowright and Rupert Friend. 

The Official Entry from Finland for Academy 
Award consideration for Best Foreign Language 
Film, Mother of Mine is directed by Klaus Härö 

and produced 
by Ilkka Matila 
of Matila Röhr 
Productions Oy 
in Helsinki. 

Set during 
World War II, 
Mother of Mine 
tells the story 
of ten-year-old 
Eero who is 
one of 80,000 
children sent 

to Sweden for their protection. Alienated from 
his foster family and unfamiliar with the 
language, he feels abandoned and unsure of 
where he belongs.  

Mother of Mine recently swept the Cairo 
International Film Festival taking the top Awards 
for Best Film, Best Director and Best Actress 
(Maria Lundqvist). It also won the Golden 
Satellite Award for Best Foreign Film in Los 
Angeles by the International Press Academy. 
Other awards include The Baltic Critics Award 
and Audience Award at the Nordic Film Days in 
Lubeck, Germany; and Best Actress (Maria 
Lundqvist) Award at the Black Nights Film 
Festival. 

Most known as an outrageous stand-up 
comedian in her native country, Swedish actress 

Maria Lundqvist is 
earning critical 
acclaim for her 
powerful 
performance as a 
mother suffering 
from overwhelming 
pain. Last week, she 
received a 
Guldbagge 
nomination along 
with her co-star 
Michael Nyqvist (As 
In Heaven) from the 
Swedish Film 
Institute which is 
the first time 
Swedish actors have 
been nominated in a 
“foreign language” 
film. 

Mother of Mine is a 
Finnish/Swedish co-

production and is the first co-production to be 
considered for the Swedish Oscars. Columbia 
TriStar and Nordisk Film are releasing the film in 
Scandinavia. For additional information and to 
download photography – www.motherofmine.com 

Klaus Härö’s Mother of Mine Shares Audience Award at  
17th Annual Palm Spring International Film Festival  
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By Norman Westerberg 
The new Finnish film Mother of Mine is 

directed by Klaus Härö. It is an emotionally 
wrenching story of one little boy during World 
War II, when more than 70,000 Finnish children 
were sent to Sweden. Nine-year-old Eero is 
suddenly forced to deal with a confusing and 
intensely painful situation when his mother 
sends him away "for his own good.” His soldier 
father had been killed in action. All alone, he 
must contend with language differences, a 
burning desire to return home, and his urge to 
connect with his surrogate family in Sweden. 
Mother of Mine received the Satellite Award for 
Best Foreign Language Film and has been 
nominated as Finland's official candidate for an 
Academy Award as Best Foreign Language Film 
2005. 

 I personally look forward to seeing this 
film when it comes to the Seattle area. It will 
bring back strong memories. I was eleven years 
old when in early February 1940 I boarded a 
train in Turku together with my nine-year old 
brother Sven and five-year old brother Finn. In 
Toijala we joined many hundred other young 
kids coming from Helsinki on a crowded train, 
all of us with large name tags hanging from our 
necks, and all destined for Tornio in northern 
Finland. It was an adventurous trip, interrupted 
by several stops to allow us to hide in the 
surrounding terrain during air raid alarms. In 
Tornio we walked over the bridge to Haparanda 
in Sweden, and soon boarded a train southbound 
to Stockholm. At the Stockholm railroad station 
we received food and clothing if needed, and 
were given our final destinations. My brother 
Sven and I were sent to the province of Värmland 
near the Norwegian border, but my little brother 
Finn stayed alone with a younger Swedish couple 
in the Stockholm area. Our parents had decided 
to send us to Sweden for two reasons: Turku was 
heavily bombed by the Russians during the 
Winter War, and my 
mother was an active 
Lotta needing to join my 
father in the war effort. 

 We boys had the 
advantage that we did 
speak Swedish, which 
made it easy for us to get 
along with our temporary 
families in Sweden. I am 
sure that we will learn in 
the film about the 
difficulties Finnish 
speaking Eero 
encountered. After the 
end of the Winter war on 
March 13, 1940, it took 
several weeks before a 
ship was found to 

transport us back from Stockholm to Turku. My 
younger brothers spent some time in Sweden also 
during the Continuation War 1941-44. My wife 
Benita was sent there as a teenager for eight 

months in 1943, when she suffered an illness that 
could not be cured in Finland. I have recently 
joined an organization in Sweden (Riksförbundet 
Finska Krigsbarn) preserving the memories of 
those involved and providing support for those in 
need.  

 
POSTSCRIPT: If any of you readers were Finnish 
War Children in Sweden any time 1939-1945, or 
know of any now living here in the Northwest, let 
me or Benita know by phone (206) 232-3612 
or email enormw@aol.com. Perhaps we 
could get together for some fun event!  
    Norman  

Mother of Mine - Top-Notch Finnish Film  

Norman (left) and Sven (right) ready to Leave Rada, 
Varmland, in mid-April 1940. In the middle is Lennart Lunden, 
youngest son of their Swedish host family. 
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We are pleased to invite you to our series of 
concerts planned this year. We are calling them 
Finn-Am Jams, a blend of poetry and open mic 
performances with one or two headliners for 
each session.  We hope to give locals a chance to 
strut their stuff and also to encourage them to 
perform for our upcoming FinnFest USA 2006 
which will take place next summer in Naselle, 
Washington and Astoria, Oregon on July 26-30, 
2006.    

We see these concerts as a chance for our 
locals to participate in workshops and to build 
their courage to perform before the large 
audiences we are expecting for our first ever 
Finn Fest USA 06. We also hope to treat our 
people to wonderful music and workshop 
sessions. As at most of our festivals, our 
volunteers are working so hard at the festival, 
they do not have time or energy to attend these 
events during our own festival. (We have had our 
Finnish-American Folk Festivals since 1982; but 
this is our first ever national event with FinnFest 
USA and we expect to attract 3-5,000 people.) 

Because of a grant from the Washington 
State Arts Commission, we are able to offer small 
stipends to visiting artists. Besides the public 
concert, we will invite artists to perform at the 
Naselle Youth Camp  and Naselle School, give a 
workshop for the public, and  a concert at the 
school.  

Warmest greetings 

Susan Pakenen Holway and Sally Swanson 
Program co-chair, FinnFest USA 06 

FinnAm Fest/ FFUSA06,  
Box 156, Naselle, WA   98638 
(360) 665-4272 : ( 360) 665-4684 (message)  
puhuseh@willapabay.org 

Naselle FinnFest, July 2006 

Finn-Am Jams 

Schedule for Finn-Am Jams concerts and workshops 
(To be held in conjunction with and leading up to FinnFest USA 2006 to be held in Naselle, Washington 
and Astoria, Oregon from July 26-30, 2006.)  
(Editor’s Note: Between the time of the last newsletter and receiving this schedule, several jams had 
already taken place and are not listed here.) 
 

Associate Event: Fisher Poets Gathering in 
Astoria, Oregon  
February 24-26th 
Featuring written and spoken word and song, 
workshops and lectures on poets who fish and 
fisherman who write, rhyme and sing. The fishing 
tradition is still strong among Finnish-Americans 
on the Columbia River. 
 
Finn-Am Jam Concert, Naselle School Commons 
Thursday, March 16, 2006, 6:30-10:30 pm 
St. Urhos Day Celebration and Dance 
The fakelore day of St Urho, one day before St. 
Patrick’s, is one of the new customs of Finnish- 
Americans, the day when St. Urho drove the 
grasshoppers out of the vineyards of Finland. As a 
fun way to celebrate, the headliners will be the 
band Folk Voice Duo (Birgit and Philip Ages) and 
the Vern and Jeannie Lindquist band of Seattle, 
Washington. 
Dance Instruction will begin at 6:30; dancing will 
begin at 7:15. 
We hope to offer dances and dance instruction 
periodically throughout the spring.  
 

Finn-Am Jam Associate Event, Naselle High 
School Play directed by Barbara Swanson 
Friday and Saturdays mid-late April 
 
 Finn-Am Jam Concert, Naselle School Commons  
Friday, May 5, 2006, 6:30-9:30 pm  
We return once more to the heart of music and 
song from Finland with the kantele and rune 
(poetry/chant ) singing Master musician Wilho 
Saari with family members and internationally 
known kantele artist Merja Soria will provide an 
evening of 5,10 & 36 string kantele music Wilho's 
adult and elementary students will also be 
featured in short segments. 
 
 From March to May  
Individual Instruction at Saari Studio by Wilho 
Saari on 5 & 10 string kantele 
 
 May 3-5 Instruction by Merja Sorja and Wilho 
Saari at Saari studio 
Friday May 5: demonstration and concert, Naselle 
School and Youth Camp. 
 
 Finn-Am Jam Performance 
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More than 50 performing groups and 
numerous soloists from the Finland, the US, 
Seattle, Portland and the local region will grace 
the stages of FinnFest USA 06 which will be held 
from July 26-30, 2006 in Naselle, Washington and 
Astoria, Oregon. Instrumental and vocal music 
with groups of all sizes will be featured as well as 
original plays with local casts, dancers and dance 
bands, comedians, and performers that appeal to 
all ages.  

Among the highlights is the first Kantele Mass 
will have its world premiere in Naselle, and 
Astoria with a representative from the Bishop of 
Finland speaking. Composer Jarkko Yli-Annala and 
librettist Anna-Mari Kaskinen of Finland are 
coming from Finland; Yli-Annala will offer an 
organ recital, too. Along with them, the Rahwas, 
a small women’s group, will present spiritual 
poems and music. A children’s mass will also be 
offered. This performance is sponsored in part by 
the Finlandia Foundation National.  

Naselle is the home of Wilho Saari, master 
kantele player. Recently Washington State 
Governor Christine Gregoire awarded Saari the 
Governors Heritage 2005 Award for his work 
keeping the kantele tradition alive and especially 
for teaching others about the pleasing and 
individual music of the kantele (similar to a lap 
harp or zither). 

Choirs are coming from Helsinki, Finland, 
Vancouver, B.C, and Seattle, Washington, while 
local choirs are brushing up their repertoire and 
their voices in weekly practices. One of 6 people 
in Finland rehearses or performs with a choir 
every night of the week, so it is no surprise choirs 
are available and willing to tour. But unlike the 
USA where choirs are most often associated with 
school, church, and orchestras, one of the choirs 
from Helsinki is a working mans choir, the Helsinki 
Police Choir [Helsinki Poliisilaulajat]. This 40 
voice choir is made up of policemen who are 
currently on active duty in the greater Helsinki 
area working in criminal investigation and the 
narcotics division. Their energetic director, Pasi 
Hyokki leads the choir in performing light music 
showcasing the policeman’s life as well as rock 
and roll, an idea that would have been strange for 
policeman in uniform just a few years ago. 
Jailhouse Rock is one of many of their popular 
numbers. As part of the lecture series of the 
festival, choir members will meet for a 
roundtable discussion contrasting their work with 
officers from Clatsop, Pacific, and Wahkiakum 
Counties. 

Also from Helsinki is the Saalem Choir, from 
the largest Pentecostal church in Finland (3,000 

members). Their lively spiritual and patriotic 
songs sung in both Finnish and English reaches the 
hearts and minds of their audiences.  

The Korsu Choir of Vancouver, B.C. honors 
the veterans of Finland’s Winter War by singing 
the songs and dressing in the army uniforms from 
that time. Their performances combine rousing 
marching songs with poignant love songs, the 
humorous with the tragic that is such a part of the 
Finnish character. The men who served in the 
army then defending Finland rested and slept in 
bunkers behind the lines and the choir presents 
the world of the men and the women lotta 
volunteers who long for home and think longingly 
of their family life and country. 

From Seattle comes the outstanding Finnish 
Choral Society of Seattle who dedicates 
themselves to keeping the Finnish choral 
repertoire alive and also to the skillful blending of 
voices under the direction of the outstanding 
soprano, Maria Mannisto. Many choir members are 
immigrants from Finland, fluent in both Finnish 
and English, ably combining into small groups to 
offer variety and strength to their performances. 

The Naselle Finn Choir directed by Cliff 
Weimer and Naselle Children’s Choir directed by 
Karen Saari Nelson will appear at the festival as 
they have since the Finnish-American Folk Festival 
began in 1982. Although the majority of the 
members do not speak Finnish, they learn to 
pronounce, sing, and render the meaning 
beautifully in their songs. Recently the adult 
choirs raised heavenly voices to create overtones 
at the Christmas concert at the Historic Deep 
River Lutheran Church. This year the Children’s 
Choir will draw from both sides of the river. With 
their fresh innocence, clear sweet voices, and 
disciplined performances, their performances are 
heart-warming.  

Many more groups will be featured in the 
coming months with headliners in each category. 
Stay tuned!  

 
 
FinnFest USA 2006 
Naselle, Washington  
Contact Person: Susan E. Holway 
BOX 156 Home (360) 665-4684 
Naselle WA USA 98638 
1-888-374-FINN 
WEB: www.finnfest2006.org  

Naselle FinnFest, July 2006 

Kantele Mass and Masses of Choirs  



Page  14 FFSC Newsletter 

February / March 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

    Susan Holway was asked to bring the official 
FinnFest USA plaque from Marquette MI, site of Finn 
GrandFest '05, to the organizing committee of 
FinnFest USA '06. It is the tradition to pass this 
plaque, documenting all past FinnFests, from the 
current festival to the next one.  
    From L-R in the photo are: Susan Pakenen Holway, 
board and program co-chair; Ella Hill, Astoria, Board, 
Ron Collman, Astoria, Board, Darlene Warra 
Bjornsgaard, co-chair, Naselle; Lyle Haataja, co-chair, 
Naselle.  

FinnFest Plaque “Handing Over” Ceremony 

Finnish Hobbies on the Web 
Bookcrossing.com - at 

http://www.bookcrossing.com – is not a 
specifically Finnish site, but, thanks to some 
enthusiastic Finnish participation, it now has a 
booming Finnish section. The site caters to the 
obsessive reader, to discuss books and trade them 
among members. The real reason the site exists, 
however, is the pursuit of “wild books.” Members 
“release” books, tagged with numbered stickers, 
“into the wild,” hoping that the eventual finders 
will record their “catches” on the website. 

Despite extremely active participation by 
Finns, the site lacked a Finnish forum until this 
fall. Finnish and Finnish-speaking Bookcrossers 
became frustrated with the situation and used 
their active email list to organize a small site-
wide insurrection, starting several active Finnish-
language threads in the English forums, and 
keeping those threads active for weeks on end. 
They got their forum, and it’s now one of the 
most active on the site. To find the Finnish forum, 
click the “Community” link on the left-hand side 
of the main page. Click on “The Forum” and then 
on “Finnish-Suomi.” As this goes to press, several 
Swedish and Norwegian speakers, including 
Swedish-speaking Finns, have launched a copycat 
campaign for a Scandinavian Language forum.  

Finnish needle crafters are an extremely 
active bunch online, as well, although they have 
not yet, to my knowledge, mounted any takeovers 
of English-language sites. The Finnish blog index is 
often dominated by needlecraft blogs, but why 
search there when you can use a specialized 

index? Suomalaiset Neuleblogit – at 
http://finnishknitblogs.blogspot.com/ - doesn’t 
limit itself to knitting only. Crochet, embroidery, 
and sewing resources are all present and 
accounted for. Be warned: Finnish knitters are a 
pretty talented bunch, and there are some rather 
intimidating shawls pictured here.  

Finally, for the modelling enthusiast, Junat – 
at http://www.grafiscreen.fi/junat/index-e.htm - 
proclaims itself “Magazine of Finnish railways and 
model trains since 1984.” There are railway 
resources for the accuracy-minded, a link list for 
those who want to connect with model-train 
enthusiasts all over Finland, and a full archive of 
the magazine itself. Finnish train modellers are as 
talented as the country’s shawl-knitters, and 
some of the pictures linked from here are easy to 
mistake for aerial shots of the real thing.  

Happy hobbying! 
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Skandia and Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers 
invite you to celebrate the mythical Finnish St. 
Urho at the March 17th, third Friday dance held 
at the Cedar Valley Grange. It's hard to believe 
that there are still some people who have never 
heard of St. Urho. For starters, every state in 
the Union has at one time designated St. Urho 
as an official holiday. St. Urho which is 
pronounced, “arrrh-hoe,” was a mighty brave 
soul. Without a shred of fear, armed with only a 
wooden pitch fork (some accounts have him 
holding a wooden rake), St. Urho met single-
handedly, the marauding hoards of grasshoppers 
which were intent on demolishing the vineyards 
of Finland. 

Our hero faced the dangerous insects 
chanting: “Heinasirkka, heinasirkka, 
menetaalta hiiteen!” Translated--Grasshopper, 
grasshopper get the heck out of here!” The rest 
is history. The nasty grasshoppers with quaking 
legs, left Finland and the vineyards were saved. 
And, of course, Finnish wine is now famous 
throughout the world among connoisseurs. 

March 16 is the official St. Urho’s Day and 
since St. Patrick’s Day is the next day, those 
who honor Saints have an official excuse for a 
two-day party! There are many other 
Irish/Finnish connections to St. Urho. One story 
recounts that since Finland has a very short 
growing season, the vintners resorted to 
injecting their grapes with vodka to increase 
their oomph. In order to keep up with the Finns, 
the Irish pubs then fortified their whiskey with 
more alcohol. Combining the vodka-laden 
grapes and the newly embellished Irish whiskey 
has resulted in the drink now known as the 
“Mickey Finn!” 

Alas, there will no alcohol served at the 
March 17th celebration, but you will be able to 
sample: sima, pulla, silli, Lappi, homemade 
suomalaisruisleipa and other Finnish goodies. 
Come at 7:30 and learn some fun Finnish mixers 
and a lively set-dance. A brand new group, the 
Finnatics featuring some really fine local 
musicians will play for the first half of the 
party/dance and the great sounds of Folk Voice 
ensemble will play for the second half. 
Beautiful Finnish waltzes, humppas, jenkas and 
general Scandinavian music will be offered 
throughout the evening. A few tangos may even 
be offered. There will be lots of mixers so there 
will be many opportunities for everyone to join 
the fun.  

In keeping with the reverence of St. Urho, 
there will be impressive rituals and, of course, 
the crowning of St. Urho and Urhoina. You too, 

could be bestowed this great honor by 
practicing at home the famous chant--do 
practice the Finnish rather than the English 
translation! Judges will give points for clarity, 
pronunciation and drama. Check out your 
closet, as the official colors to wear for St. Urho 
are purple to represent the grapes and green 
representing the voracious grasshoppers. 

Door prizes, St. Urho and Urhoina 
crowning, delicious Finnish food, dance 
instruction and great Finnish and Scandinavian 
music all for $7.00 for Skandia members and 
$9.00 for non-members. In honor of this day, 
non-members will receive a complimentary 
certificate for another Skandia dance. Come 
with or without a partner for a saintly, fun 
evening. Sorry, grasshoppers, dead or alive, are 
not allowed. 

Directions to Cedar Valley Grange: 20526 
52nd Ave W, Lynnwood. From I-5 North or 
Southbound, take exit 179; turn east on 220th 
St. Go half a mile to the stop sign at 52nd St.; 
turn left and go a short mile to the hall (on your 
left).  

For more information on wardrobe 
selection or eradication of grasshoppers: JoAnne 
Rudo (206) 329-1443  

Katrilli News 
An Invitation to Celebrate St. Urho’s Day 

Friday, March 17, 2006, 7:30 pm-11:00 pm 
Cedar Valley Grange 

20526 52nd Ave West, Lynnwood, WA  

Notary Public Services 
by Norman Westerberg 

in English, Finnish and Swedish 

For appointment, directions  

(Mercer Island),  

and fee schedule call (206) 232-3612 
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The guests have gone, the candles are 
out, the room cleared, and the dishes are 
done, but happy memories continue of the 
40th annual celebration of Finnish 
independence in Seattle. 

 This year’s Independence Day Dinner 
Dance on December 3 was unique for 
several reasons, but primarily because it 
was sponsored jointly by traditional host 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter and 
first-time host Nordic Heritage Museum, 
which is commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of its existence. And, for the 
first time, the annual event was held at the 
Museum. 

This year’s evening got underway with a 
social hour on the Museum’s second floor, where 
a Finnish textile art exhibit, Parallel Paths – Two 
Generations in Heart, had been newly installed. 
Artist mother and daughter Riitta-Liisa Haavisto 
and Anna-Riitta Haavisto were special guests for 
the evening, as was Taneli Eskola, curator for 
Temporary Dialogues in Finnish Landscape 
Photography, another exhibit currently showing 
at the Museum.  

The festivities continued in the beautifully 
decorated Museum dining space for the sold-out 
crowd of 160. After official welcomes by Museum 
Director Marianne Forssblad and Board Chair 
Allan Osberg and FFSC President Gary London, a 
toast by Honorary Consul Matti Suokko, national 
anthems, and an invocation by Finnish Lutheran 
Church Pastor Seppo Hartikainen, guests were 
treated to an authentic Finnish meal of cucumber 
salad, Karelian ragout (Karjalan paisti), mashed 
potatoes, chanterelle sauce, roasted root 
vegetables, and cloudberry confection. Kudos for 
the excellent fare went to caterer and chef Sally 
Ann Beck. 

The program was organized and mc:ed by 
FFSC Vice President Rita Vermala-Koski. She 

introduced three 
singing ensembles 
– the eight-man 
Quartet Masters, 
duo sopranos 
Maria Männistö 
and Tiina 
Ritalahti, and the 
Finnish Chorale 
Society Quartet – 
and the evening’s 
featured speaker, 
Ed Nixon, 
President of 
Nixon World 
Enterprises. All 
were roundly 
applauded, but 
for many the 
highlight of the 

evening was the introduction and honoring of 
veterans, lottas, and home-front personnel 
during Finland’s wars. FFSC Board Member Satu 
Mikkola joined Consul Suokko in pinning flowers 
on some ten individuals. 

An important tradition of Seattle’s 
Independence Day celebration is recognition of 
individuals in the area who have made significant 
contributions to the Finnish community. This 
year’s President’s Award went to Paula Linnala 
Price for the outstanding work she had done as 
FFSC newsletter editor over the past five years. 
Heikki and Eva Männistö were joint recipients of 
the Vice President’s Award. They were 
acknowledged for their many contributions, 
especially in the furtherance of music through 
the Finnish Chorale Society and other avenues. 

The evening ended in grand style with the 
traditional Grand Polonaise, accompanied by Gay 
Nixon on the accordion. Dancing then continued 
to the music of Johnnybone and Lance. On the 
wings of sweet music did the evening end and the 
happy memories begin.  

Celebrating Finnish Independence in Seattle  

Ed Nixon 

Honoring Finland’s veterans, lottas, and home-front personnel.  
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CHARTREUSE 

2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle  
 

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 
and international new design.  

Many designer pieces from the  
1950s through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, 
Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  
 

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

ScanSelect, Inc. 
Scandinavian Specialties 

www.scanselect.com 

Anne-Lise Berger 
Ozzie Keithammer 

 

6719 15th Avenue NW 1-877-784-7020 
Seattle, WA 98117 206-784-7020 
E-mail: foods@scanselect.com Fax: 206-783-6218 

Imported Foods & Gifts from Scandinavia 

A special thanks to the 

various businesses here 

who helped to make our 

event a success with 

their generous 

contributions. Please 

thank them with your 

patronage. 

Eva and 
Heikki 
Mannisto 
Receive the 
FFSC Vice-
Pres’ Award 
for 2005 from 
Rita Vermala-
Koski, FFSC Vice-President.   

 Both Eva and Heikki have been known for their involvement 
in the choral music scene of this Finnish-American community 
for over two decades. They have done much more than sing. 

Together they have supported numerous organizations, 
events and activities with unselfish dedication and pride in 
their Finnish heritage. They have encouraged their children 
and now also their grandchildren to share the gift and talent 
of music.  

They have been a gracious host family to visiting performers 
and have made it possible, through the years, for numerous 
Finnish-American organizations to hold endless meetings in 
their office. Thank you Eva and Heikki ! 

Paula Linnala Price Receives 
the FFSC President’s Award 
for 2005 from FFSC President 
Gary London at the annual IDDD at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum. Paula 
received this Award for her 
contributions to the Finnish Pacific 
Northwest community as Editor of 
the FFSC Newsletter for the past 
five years. 
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By Sirkku Vasama 
Vainamoinen's kantele has reached Seattle 

big time! You can hear the sound of this beautiful 
instrument in the trees, the wind, the ocean, 
every where you go! 

As we soon celebrate the Kalevala Day, it is 
only appropriate to mention its creator Elias 
Lonnrot, again in a less talked about context - he 
also played the kantele and sang on his travels!! 

We all know Cathy Cushing, who tells us she 
first heard Vilho Saari from Naselle play in 1994, 
and fell in love with the sound of kantele. She 
has since traveled to Finland to learn more about 
the instrument and music, and has entertained us 
many a time. 

At FinnFest'99 our dedicated teacher, Satu 
Mikkola, attended the kantele workshop and 
another love affair was born. She has also played 
an instrumental role in promoting the Portland 
kantele group Livakat.  

Lucky for us in Seattle, Satu eventually 
moved to Bainbridge Island, and with little 
persuasion has volunteered to make frequent 
trips to the "mainland"- almost a year already - to 
teach a half a dozen eager students, mainly on 5-

string, and a few 36-string kanteles. This group - 
yet to be named - had its debut at the Choral 
Society's Christmas concert. Our most ambitious 
goal this year is participation in FinnFest2006 in 
Naselle. Rumor has it the Suomi Koulu children 
are also enjoying Satu's teaching and will be 
heard during the Kalevala program! 

Satu we thank you for what you are doing, 
and hope to make this wonderful group grow. 
Thank you Vilho Saari, Cathy and Satu for your 
inspiration! Finally, Eva Mannisto for providing us 
a place to meet - Pirjo, Marja and Rita and 
Sirkku.  

It is indeed a love affair!  

"Kantelemania" 

Did you know that Elias Lonnrot, mainly 
known for Kalevala, was also an avid dancer? 

In 1823 when studying at the Turku University 
he even attended classes to acquire the 
knowledge and skills of the then popular dances 
of the "educated class." In his diaries there are 
several notations about dancing in different 
areas. !!!! He mentions especially various forms of 
the quadrille (katrilli) which was popular across 
the country. 

Tanhuajat started the new year 2006 with 
their annual  meeting reflecting on the past year 
and making plans for the coming year, looking 
forward to events like Midsummerfest, Tivoli and 
of course FinnFest'06 in Naselle and Astoria, to 
mention only a few. 

 
We re-elected unanimously our great team of 
officers:  
President: Penny Curtis, our indispensable 
accordionist 
Vice President: Pamela (Nalli) Crary 
Secretary: LuAnn Williams 
Treasurer: Linda Banks 
Members at large: the rest of us 
 
 Thank you to all of you! 
 

 Dance instructor: Sirkku Vasama - with the help 
and wonderful co-operation of the entire group. 

 
 So, if Lonnrot could do it, why not us ? Join 

us any time in this great folk dancing sport, learn 
about Finnish culture, costumes, dances, customs, 
cooking - or just drop in to visit us if only for one 
evening.  

 
 Practices at The Finnish Lutheran Church—Maki 
Hall 

8502 13th Ave NW, Seattle Wa 98117 
Wednesday evenings 7.30 -9.30pm 
Contact Sirkku Vasama 206-619-3219 
e-mail: sirkku.vasama@century21.com  

Tanhuajat Back From Vacation 
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Please note, the deadline for the April / May 2006 Newsletter  

is March 15. 

 
The Finnish Choral Society of Seattle 

invites you to the 
30th Annual  Kalevala Day Festival 

 

 Romance in Kalevala 
Kalevalaista romantiikkaa 

featuring 
 

 Suomi Koulu Children dancing, singing and playing kantele 
Ms. Karoliina Kuisma, from the  

University of Washington Scandinavian Department 
Finnish Choral Society, directed by Maria Mannisto 

Tanhuajat Folk Dancers, Kalevala Trio, Kantele Players 
Sing-a-long 

 
 Sunday, March 5, 2006 2:00PM  

at the  
Nordic Heritage Museum,  
3014 NW 67th Street 

   

 Suggested Donation: $12 adults, $6 children 6– 16; 5 and under free. 
Refreshments after the program 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Scholarships 
 
The Seattle Chapter of the Finlandia Foundation announces the availability of two 
$1,000.00 scholarships for Finnish studies. The successful applicant need not be a 
registered student, but must have a clear plan for using the scholarship money to support 
studies related to Finland. College under- graduates are especially encouraged to apply. 
 
In order to apply, applicants must submit a letter of no more than two pages in length that 
includes a brief biography and a statement of educational objectives. The letter should 
show how these objectives bear on Finland. Official transcripts of all college-level studies 
and one letter of recommendation written by someone able to evaluate the applicant’s 
Finnish studies proposal must also be included. If the applicant is a high school student, 
transcripts from that level should be submitted. Special consideration is given to applicants 
who reside or study in Greater Seattle or elsewhere in the State of Washington. 
 

Applications must be received by April 1, 2006. Winners will be notified by letter, to 
be sent by April 15, 2006.  
 
Submit applications to: 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  
Attn: Gary London 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle, WA 98175  
 
The Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter provides and supports educational programs that 
advance the learning of the Finnish language; promote appreciation of Finnish culture 
through literature, history, art, and music; encourage activities by organizations that 
promote Finnish-American culture; assist in the interchange of persons, publications, and 
activities between the United States and Finland, and award scholarships in Finnish studies.   
 

Now is the time to encourage 
family and friends to join FFSC. 
Now would also be a good time 
to remind those with lapsed 
memberships, of three (3) years 
or more, to renew. 

Giving the gift of a FFSC 
membership is a great idea. 
Simply ask that your name be 
placed on the membership 
application in the spot marked 
“Referred By” or indicate same 

when 
making 

payment. This will be our signal 
to enter you in the competition 
for these fabulous prizes: 

The member bringing in the 
greatest number if new/renewed 
memberships will receive the 1st 
prize of beautiful Finnish 
Designed Glass. Our 2nd prize is 
for two tickets to the 
Independence Day Dinner 
Dance (IDDD) to be held on 
December 2, 2006. Our 3rd prize 
is a box of fine Finnish 
Chocolates. 

The effective dates for this 
Membership Drive Contest are 
from January 1 to 
October 31, 2006. 

Please help us to increase the 
membership in FFSC in 2006. 

Questions…please call chapter 
VP, Rita Vermala-Koski, at (206) 
363-0225. 

Increasing Our Membership Could Make You a Winner!  



Page  22 FFSC Newsletter 

February / March 2006 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter 

Recipe 
Creativity Cake   
 
Notes from Noel’s (Wannebo) Kitchen – Creativity Cake 
 
This is a recipe that has evolved in my kitchen and one I am sure Grandma Esther would 
approve. The cake uses all the little things left in the refrigerator. The framework is 
basically a sour cream coffee cake modified.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I like to 
set the 
butter 

and sugar out in a bowl the night before covered with a plate and the two eggs to be 
used. This brings the ingredients to room temperature and makes them more cooperative.  
 
Cream the butter and sugar together. I used to love to do this by hand taking out my 
frustrations and enjoying the movement. When I injured my wrist, however, I learned to 
use a little hand mixer. Both give the same result. 
 
Add the eggs and beat into the mixture.  
 
Here comes the creativity…use 8 ounces of any dairy…a great way to use the cottage 
cheese, sour cream, buttermilk, yoghurt etc. which has gone past it freshness date or is 
left over from something else. The same goes for the flavoring. A basic flavoring is 
vanilla (about one teaspoon). You can also use left over jam, banana, fruit, those little 
airplane bottles of cognac…whatever. Add to the mixture. 
 
Add baking soda and baking powder. 
 
Flour also gives you an opportunity to be creative. I use 1 ½ cups unbleached white flour 
and ½ cup whole wheat flour. Be as creative as you want. Add flour to the mixture. The 
final mixture will usually be fairly thick. 
 
Pour into baking dish or muffin pans. You can top it with nuts or left over cherries from 
the cocktail party.  

Ingredients: 
1 stick butter 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
8 ounces dairy 
2 cups flour 
½ teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
Flavoring 

 
Temperature: 
 Glass baking dish 325 degrees F. 
Metal baking dish 350 degrees F. 
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 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 
 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50  Lifetime $300 
 

**** Referred By: ___________________________________________________________ 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display Advertisements 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For Individuals 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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FinnFest USA 

2006 

Naselle, WA & 

Astoria, OR  

July 26—30, 2006 


