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Jun  9—Sep 1 Sat & Sun Lindgren Pioneer Finnish Cabin open. Cullaby Lake Park, Gearhart, Oregon 

Jun 10  11AM  Rahwasmessu at the Finnish Lutheran Church. Potluck lunch follows. 

Jun 11 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting—Bellevue, WA—held 2nd Monday of every month 

Jun 14  “Epic Passages” Art Exhibit opens at Nordic Heritage Museum 

Jun 16 2PM Opens—Finnish Wedding Customs exhibit, Suomi-Finland Room-NHM  

Jul 7-8  Tivoli Days at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Jun 22-24  Scandinavian Midsummer Festival, Astoria High School, Astoria OR 

Jun 23  Swede Day parade and program, Rochester WA 

Jun 24  Skandia Folkdance Society Midsommarfest at St Edward Park in Bothell/Kenmore 

  Shuttle service from Inglemoor High School. Info: 206-329-1443 

Jun 24  Northwest Pelimannit at the Midsommarfest at St Edward Park in Kenmore 

Jun 25-29  Heritage Camp at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

Jul 6 7:30PM Northwest Pelimannit at the Cedar Valley Grange—First Friday Dance 

Jul 7-8  Heritage Festival, Marymoor County Park, Redmond WA 

Jul 7-8  Tivoli/Viking Days at the Nordic Heritage Museum, Ballard 

Jul 9 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting—New board meets for first time 

Jul 22 1-5PM Annual Tacoma Finns Picnic at the Buckley Finn Hall, south of Hwy 410 on 234th 
  Ave  East.  Potluck and program.  

Jul 26-29  FinnFest USA 2001, Villanova University campus in Philadelphia, PA. See page 4 

Aug 3-5  Stemne Folkdance Camp. Info: NoelWannebo@cs.com 

Aug 12  Inland NW FF Picnic at Spokane WA. Info: 509-924-1298 

Aug 9-12  Scandinavian Festival, Junction City OR 

Aug 17 7:30PM Northwest Pelimannit at the Cedar Valley Grange-Third Friday Dance 

Sep 30  Northern Lights Auktion—Nordic Heritage Museum 
 
 
 

To contact FFSC Officers: 
Byron Wicks: President, 425-641-8724 or 425-643-1313 
Gary London: Vice President, 206-632-3357 
Membership Secretary: Pentti Rinne   
Email: pentti@pentti.seanet.com 

JUNE/JULY 2001 FFSC NEWSLETTER 

Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 

 Stop !  The Scandinavian Hour Sunday Evenings — Scandinavian music, news and guests:  

7 — 8 PM, KXPA  1540 AM 
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Hailey Lanward 

I am 26 years old and a graduate of 
University of Washington—a degree in 
Swedish. I have been to Finland three 
times: once to study, once just 
traveling, and once as part of a 
volunteer exchange through an 
international service exchange in 2000. 
The exchange was in Turku: we 
repainted the "Aurinkotehdas," a 
building that houses several Turku 
nonprofit organizations. After I 
graduated in 1998, I worked at a craft 
gallery and then at Amazon.com. I 
returned to school this past summer as a 
post-baccalaureate student in art 
history. Eventually I want to study 
Scandinavian art in graduate school. 

In fall, I will be in Turku on the 
official university exchange. I plan on 
taking Finnish language courses and two 
art history courses: one is a Swedish-
language course on Finnish art, and the 
other is an English-language course on 
Baltic art. I also plan on purchasing a 
Finnish rail pass, so that I can spend as 
much free as possible visiting art 
museums. The Kiasma in Helsinki is my 
favorite museum of anything, anywhere, 
and I am especially looking forward to 
visiting it in addition to other 
contemporary art museums. My hope is 
that I will have enough material at the 
end of the trip to do one of my required 
honors papers on a Finnish topic. 

I got involved in studying Finnish for 
several reasons: a strong interest in 
Finnish art; a desire to understand the 
culture better; and a comment from a 
close friend in Turku who once got 
frustrated speaking English with me and 
said, "Go learn Finnish, so we can have a 
real conversation." I am not nearly there 
yet, but I plan to keep working. 

2001 FFSC Scholarship Winners 

Megan Bingham 

I am 21 years old and a Junior, double-
majoring in Women Studies and Scandinavian 
Studies with an emphasis on Finland. I was born 
in Edmonds, Washington as the fifth child to a 
sailor and a nanny. My father, Albert, grew up in 
Ohio, served in the coast guard and traveled the 
world on cargo ships. My mother, Sirkku, was 
born in Reposaari, Finland and moved to New 
York in her early twenties as a nanny to a Finnish 
family. They lived mainly on the east coast until 
moving to Washington. I was born shortly after. 
In 1985 we moved to Bainbridge Island, where I 
grew up and went to school. In 1998 I began 
studying at University of Washington. I made my 
first of three trips to Finland in 1986 with my 
mother, my sister Jennie, and my brother Jon. In 
1989 I made my second trip, again with my 
mother and brother. Nearly three years ago I 
took my most recent trip, with my mother and 
brother, visiting relatives and seeing the 
countryside. It was after this trip that my 
interest in studying Finnish and Scandinavia 
developed, especially out of my desire to speak 
to my Grandmother. 

This trip will be my fourth all together, but it 
will be my first with some Finnish language skills 
and without the aid of my mother. The 
motivation for the two-and-a-half-month trip is 
to complete an internship requirement for my 
Women Studies major, but moreover, to see the 
country and my family with my own eyes and 
through the language that I have been studying. I 
particularly look forward to speaking to my 
grandmother. I also hope to spend time with my 
Finnish friends, meet new people, and travel to 
the various cities and sites in Finland and the 
surrounding areas. This trip will also, I hope, help 
my language skills develop and grow. 

 Although I do not know much about my 
internship, a position has been found for me at 
the Renvall Institute, affiliated with the 
University of Helsinki. To the best of my 
knowledge I will be working in their Latin 
American Studies Department. 
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At its annual meeting in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, March 22-25, Finlandia 
Foundation named Ulla Suokko, Finnish-
born, New York City-based flutist, singer 
and kantele player as seventh Performer of 
the year (POY).  Ms. Suokko was nominated 
by the New York Metropolitan Chapter. 

Although she will be formally introduced 
at FinnFest USA01, held this year, July 26-
29, at Villanova University, Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania, Ulla is already well-known to 
Finns and non-Finns alike through her 
performances in the United States and 
abroad. 

While primarily a classically trained 
flutist, Ms. Suokko's repertoire also covers 
both popular and folk music.  She sings 
Finnish songs accompanying herself on the 
kantele.  

Ulla earned her Master of Music degree 
from Sibelius Academy, Finland, Performer's 
Certificate from Eastman School of Music 
and Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the 
Julliard School . 

While living in Finland she was flutist for 
the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra and 
spent many summers studying and 
performing in Italy. 

Past Performers of the Year are Merja 
Soria, Koivun Kaiku, Bernhard Hillila, Craig 

Johnson, 
Diane Jarvi 
and the 

current  performer, organist, Vicki 
Lundberg Gornick. Information on this 
program is available from coordinator Rita 
Vermala-Koski,  via e-mail 
mailto:ralport@hotmail.com and you are 
also encouraged to view our website at 
http://www.finlandiafoundation.org/. 

Finlandia Foundation Names Ulla Suokko 
Performer of the Year 

 

Philadelphia and Villanova University host FinnFest USA 2001 
FinnFest USA 2001 will convene at the Villanova University campus in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania on July 26 to 29, 2001.  
For FinnFest USA 2001 registration information: 

FinnFest USA 2001  
PO Box 3722 

Cherry Hill  NJ 08034 
Email: mail@finnfest2001.org 

Web Site: www.finnfest2001.org 

Philadelphia Hosts FinnFest USA 2001 
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The Helsinki Mandoliners first US tour 
(April 12-30, 2001) was a smashing success! 
They opened their tour with a live 
performance on KBCS radio in Bellevue, and 
then a concert at the Whidbey Island 
Community Arts center to standing ovations 
and requests for them to return soon! These 
Finns opened some new doors for fans of 
Finnish music, and there have been numerous 
requests from other performing arts centers 
asking what the next Finnish group will be, 
and when the Mandoliners might return.  

The band continued on with their tour 
giving a Workshop at the Seattle Waldorf 
School, sponsored by Folkvoice. Then it was 
on to Portland, OR for a concert and dance at 
Norse Hall. Again, they had an warm and 
enthusiastic response from the audience. 
Continuing on to Tacoma, they played at PLU, 
Scandinavian Cultural Center. The center 
filled their hall with more in the audience 

than they had thought - and had to add in 
more chairs to accommodate them all.  

Their last concert in the Northwest 
before traveling to the Midwest was 
at Arts West in West Seattle. This 
concert was an absolute sell out; 
there were folks packed in the aisles, 
and those who couldn't fit in the 
theater watched the concert from 
closed circuit TV in the lobby. The 
Seattle concert was produced by 
the Seattle Mandolin Orchestra 
who have warm memories of the 
great success, and they even 
performed a traditional Finnish 
Polka with the Mandoliners for 
the encore. It was a fantastic 
way to end the first leg of 
their tour here.  

The band moved on then to 
Minneapolis where they took 

part in Northside's Nordic 
Roots Festival. There they 

played with Maria Kalaniemi before 
continuing on to Duluth where they played at 
Beaner's Central. This concert (also a great 
success) was marked by a huge snowstorm 
that took out the power to half the city. Even 
at that, they filled Beaner's for the concert. 
From Duluth, the boys moved on to a town 
near Ishpeming, MI to play a concert for the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan Chapter of the 
League of Finnish-American Societies, and 

film a spot on the television show Suomi 
Kutsuu.  

From there they moved on to play the 
Ironwood 
Theater in 
Ironwood, 
MI, and 
then to 
Finlandia 
University 
in 
Hancock. 
In Hancock 
they taped 
the 
concert. 
(We might 
even hear 
some of 
that 

performance on their next CD!). From 
Hancock they took a long drive back to 
Minneapolis for their final concert.  

Everywhere the Mandoliners played they 
received a huge response from the audience 
with calls for their return. Overall a great 
tour! When will they be back??? Discussions 
are underway now. It could be as early as 
summer or fall 2002!  

In the meantime the next tours in the 
works are for Mr. Malaska in Oct 2001, and 
Pinnin Pojat in March 2002. 

The Helsinki Mandoliners First US Tour, April 2001 
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I am pleased that the April 29th 
Annual Meeting was well attended and 
that we were able to conduct some very 
important business.  Our amended bylaws 
and articles of incorporation were passed 
so that we can begin the process of 
applying for 501(c)(3) status with the 
Internal Revenue Service.   

Those in attendance met our 
scholarship recipients, Hailey Lanward and 
Megan Bingham.  Hailey and Megan 
explained to FFSC members their plans for 
studies in Finland.  Best wishes to Hailey 
and Megan. FFSC is proud to assist you in 
your academic work. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter the recipients write about 
their plans. Be sure to read it. 

If you have a computer and you are 
online, you should mark our new website: 
http://www.finnsnw.com.  Click on to this 

site and you will find links to other Finnish 
organizations, as well as the Nordic 
Heritage Museum and the Scandinavian 
Studies Department at the University of 
Washington. You will be able to find a list 
of  Finnish community events by clicking 
on the Finlandia Foundation link, and then 
clicking on the Event Calendar. 

To those of you going to Finland this 
summer:    

Hauskaa matkaa!  

Byron Wicks 
President, FFSC 

 

In Memoriam 
Terttu Eastman Hanola, Rose Hawkins, 

Kenneth Hoem, Irja Knute Maughan 
 

Condolences to: 
Sirkka Eastman Fox, in the loss of her sister, Terttu Hanola 

John and Irene Harsila, in the loss of their son, Michael Harsila 
Elma Johnson, in the loss of her sister, Bertha Salin Johnson 

Sirkku Vasama and Liisa Jussila, in the loss of their mother, Liisa Vasama in Turku 
 

The Consulate General of Finland in Los Angeles would like to take this opportunity to inform 
you that Consul General Maria Serenius will be leaving Los Angeles as her four year term will 
come to an end on July 31, 2001. Consul General Serenius will return to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Finland in Helsinki. Mrs. Serenius will be succeeded by Mr. Erkki Huittinen, who will 
assume his new position on September 1, 2001. Mr. Huittinen is a career diplomat with the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and most recently served as Ambassador of Finland in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Mr. Huittinen is currently a participant in the prestigious Fellows Program, 
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, at Harvard University. 
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English in Non-English Speaking Countries! 
 

In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time 
we regret that you will be unbearable. 

In a Belgrade hotel elevator: To move the cabin, push button for wishing floor. If the 
cabin should enter more persons, each one should press a number of wishing floor. 
Driving is then going alphabetically by national order. 

In an Austrian hotel catering to skiers: Not to perambulate the corridors in the hours 
of repose in the boots of ascension. 

On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: Our wines leave you nothing to hope for. 

In a Hong Kong supermarket: For your convenience, we recommend courteous, efficient 
self-service. 

On the box of a clockwork toy made in Hong Kong: Guaranteed to work  
throughout its useful life. 

Detour sign in Kyushi, Japan: Stop: Drive Sideways. 

In a Swiss mountain inn: Special today -- no ice cream. 

In a Copenhagen airline ticket office: We take your bags and send them in all 
directions. 

On the door of a Moscow hotel room: If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are 
welcome to it. 

At a Budapest zoo: Please do not feed the animals. If you have any suitable food, give 
it to the guard on duty. 

In a Tokyo shop: Our nylons cost more than common, but you'll find they are best in 
the long run. 

From a Japanese information booklet about using a hotel air conditioner: Cooles and 
Heates: If you want just condition of warm in your room, please control yourself. 

From a brochure of a car rental firm in Tokyo: When passenger of foot heave in sight, 
tootle the horn. Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles your 
passage then tootle him with vigor. 

Two signs from a Majorcan shop entrance: 
- English well talking. 
- Here speeching American. 
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What is special about Finnish sentences? 

First, as I mentioned earlier, the verb is the 
most powerful item in a Finnish sentence. There is 
not always an obvious reason why a certain verb 
requires a noun to be in a particular case. For 
example, in the sentence Minä rakastan sinua 'I 
love you', the pronoun sinä 'you' has to be in the 
partitive form sinua, but in the sentence Pidän 
sinusta 'I like you', the verb requires the pronoun to 
be in the elative case sinusta.  

The dynamic or static nature of a verb can 
also require different forms for the expression of 
time. In the sentence Olen Suomessa viikon 'I'm 
staying in Finland for a week', the static verb olla 
'to be' requires the time expression in the 
accusative case, whereas in the sentence Menen 
Suomeen viikoksi 'I 'm going to Finland for a 
week', the dynamic verb mennä 'to go' requires 
time expression in the translative case.  

Finding the correct form of the subject, direct 
object and complement in Finnish causes many 
headaches for learners. The reason is a duality 
which exists in their marking. The subject can be 
either in the nominative or partitive case: Kadulla 
on miehiä (partitive plural) 'There are some men in 
the street' and Miehet ovat kadulla (nominative 
plural) 'The men are in the street'. As you will 
notice, the difference is between indefinite 'some 
men' expressed with a partitive and definite 'the 
men' expressed with a nominative form. 

In direct object marking, the opposition is 
between the accusative and the partitive. The 
action can effect the whole object or lead to a 

result , i.e. be resultative (Liisa luki kirjan 'Liisa 
read the book [right through]') in which case the 
direct object has to be in the accusative form. On 
the other hand, the action can effect only a part of 
the object or/and be irresultative, i.e. not lead to a 
result (Liisa luki kirjaa 'Liisa was reading a book') 
in which case the direct object is in the partitive 
case.  

In the case of the complement, the opposition 
is between a nominative and a partitive form. Maito 
on pahaa 'The milk is bad'. The complement 
pahaa is in the partitive because the subject maito 
'milk' is a devisable word. In the sentence Tyttö on 
kaunis 'The girl is beautiful' the complement kaunis 
'beautiful' is in the nominative because the subject 
tyttö 'girl' is indivisable.  

The rules given above cover some of the main 
points of the dual behavior of the subject, the 
direct object and the complement of a sentence. 
As can be seen, the rules and reasons can be 
quite complicated. In fact, the opposition in the 
subject and direct object marking is one thing 
which is hard for a foreigner to master (and 
sometimes even Finns will argue among 
themselves about the 'correct form'). As native 
speakers normally understand foreigners in spite 
of mistakes of this kind do not despair. The 
difficulty can be compared with that which 
foreigners face in trying to master the correct use 
of the English articles a and the. 

TEACHERS NEEDED 

Seattlen Suomi Koulu etsii uusia opettajia!  
Alle kouluikäisten lasten leikkikoulu ja vauvaikäiset kokoontuvat torstaisin klo 10-12.  

5-16-vuotiaiden lasten ryhmä kokoontuu jokaisen kuun toisena lauantaina klo 10-12:30.  
Opettajan äidinkielen on ehdottomasti oltava suomi,  

työkokemus lasten parissa toivottavaa. 
Lisätietoja johtajaopettajalta Suvi Lyrintzis 425-820-6704 
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Word order in Finnish 

It is often said that the word order in 
Finnish is very free. Is this true? Let's 
examine some sentences:  

1. Ostin tämän kirjan Lontoosta viime 
kesänä.  

2. Ostin tämän kirjan viime kesänä 
Lontoosta.  

Both sentences can be translated as 'I 
bought this book in London last summer'. In 
Finnish, new information is often given at 
the end of the sentence and thus in the first 
sentence the time expression viime kesänä 
'last summer' seems to be important. In the 
second sentence the new information is the 
place, Lontoosta 'in London'. Nevertheless, 
both Finnish sentences are fairly neutral. In 
spoken language the speaker can give more 
emphasis to any of the phrases in the 
sentence. If the speaker or writer wishes to 
bring an item to be a topic that item is 
placed at the beginning of the sentence: 

3. Tämän kirjan ostin Lontoosta viime 
kesänä. 

4. Tämän kirjan ostin viime kesänä 
Lontoosta. 

In these two sentences the emphasised 
topic is tämän kirjan 'this book' and the 
sentences would require the English 
translation also to begin with the same 
phrase: 'This book I bought last summer in 
London.' In spoken language the phrase 
tämän kirjan would very likely be 
emphasised by intonation.  

The sentences above show that word 
order in Finnish is not random. But it is true 
that because Finnish has much inflectional 
grammar, a certain freedom of word order 
exists which is lacking in English. In English, 
word order is strict in a sentence like Peter 
hates John. If you change the word order, 
the message changes: John hates Peter. In 
Finnish the first sentence would be Pekka 
vihaa Jussia 'Pekka hates Jussi' but if you 
change the place of the subject and the 
direct object in this Finnish sentence, the 
meaning does not change: Jussia Pekka 
vihaa. Because the direct object is marked 
(it is in the partitive case) it is quite clear 
that Jussi is the object of hate. However, 
there is also a difference in Finnish between 
the two sentences. While the first (Pekka 
vihaa Jussia) is a neutral statement, the 
meaning of the second sentence (Jussia 
Pekka vihaa) seems to be a protest: 'It is 
Jussi whom Pekka hates (and not Matti, for 
instance). 

 

A gentle stream can split a mountain, 
given enough time. 
 
A wishbone has never taken the place of 
a backbone. 

(To be continued.) 

Written for Virtual Finland by Hannele Branch,  
lecturer in Finnish, University of London 
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MUSEUM HOURS:  
The Museum is served by Metro Transit #17 from 
downtown and #44 from the University District, 
transferring to westbound #17 at 24th NW and 
Market Streets.  
 
The Nordic Heritage Museum is located at 3014 NW 
67th Street, just north of the Ballard Locks.  Regular 
Museum hours are 10AM to 4PM, Tuesdays through Saturdays, and Noon to 4PM on Sundays.  
Admission: $4 adults, $3 seniors, $2 students K-12, children under 5 free.  For more 
information, please phone 206-789-5707. 

 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 
Seattle,  WA  98117 

Www.nordicmuseum.com 
(206) 789-5707 

The Vikings make their annual visit to 
Seattle’s Nordic Heritage Museum in Ballard 
on Saturday and Sunday, July 7th and 8th, for 
the Tivoli/Viking Days Summer Festival – a 
celebration of all things Scandinavian, 
including food, music and dance. The festival 
provides a multi-generational opportunity to 
enjoy a festive outdoor marketplace of 
colorful tents and booths featuring delicious 
treats, unique crafts, basketry, and a family 
adventure into history. 

Begin your morning with a traditional 
Swedish pancake breakfast (9 AM to noon on 
Saturday, 10 AM to noon on Sunday) for only 
$5 adults, $3 children under 12. Then, enjoy 
the talented musicians, dancers and 
storytellers as they perform on the outdoor 
stage throughout the weekend. A Tivoli/

Viking Days favorite, barbequed salmon 
dinner, is served indoors from 4 to 6 PM on 
Saturday only. The cost is $10 adults, $6 
children. 

Admission is free and includes all Museum 
exhibits, open from 10 AM on both Saturday 
and Sunday. Works by members of the 
Women Painters of Washington and the Puget 
Sound Group of Painters will fill the galleries 
during the festival this year.  

The Vikings Return to Seattle 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 
JUNE  
June 10 Sun at 11 am Rahwasmessu, 30 people group from Finland playing, singing and 
acting New Finnish Mass with instruments. You’ve gotta see this ! Coffee afterwards- get 
to talk with these folks and here latest news from Finland. Bring your friends and 
relatives !  
JULY and AUGUST  
Every Sunday kesävieraita Suomesta, singers, instrumentalists, Tuomasmessu-pastor Arto 
Antturi from Helsinki visiting and other interesting program. Every Sunday at 11 am.  
SEPTEMBER  
We would like to invite You and Your friends to Holden Village Retreat at Lake Chelan for 
Labor Day Weekend. Hiking (we’ve seen bears...), resting with good food (luomuruokaa) 
and interesting lectures and music happenings. Inquire pastor Seppo at  
http://finnish.northwest.net or 206/789/0864.  
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 A visitor came in search of 
information to the life and times of his 
Finnish ancestors and of the Finnish 
community once known as Lawson, of Black 
Diamond, Washington. His grandfather was 
interned in the cemetery there and his father 
born there. 

The Lawson coal mining community of 
about 50 homes also had their own school, 
company store, Finnish Hall and a boarding 
house.  And lots of coal to mine. 

The Lawson Finnish Hall off the Franklin-
Howard Road #1018 was situated by the 
Savage, Kuzaro, Podleski, and Anderson 
family properties. 

On November 6, 1910 a major mine 
explosion took the lives of 16 men, one a 
Finn.  He was Dave Lunden, Fire Boss, age 34, 
single.  His tombstone reads:  

“David Albinus Lunden, Syntyi Lokalahti, 
T.L. Kesak 14, 1875, Kuoli Tapatormaisestin.  
Lawson Kaivgs Rajah Dyksessa 11-6-10, Kevea 
mulla Havdalle.” (Translation desired.) 

The mine was closed and families began 
to move away.  Some to a place they called 
New Lawson. 

By the 1920 Federal Population Census, 
Lawson community Finnish families were: 

· Manda Mattson & son A. William 
· John Sio, wife Selma & son Walter 
· John Collio 
· Albert Rosenstron, wife Hudis, sons 

Edwin, Albert & Reno 
· Everett Emoisio, wife Sellma, daughters 

Annie, Ada & son Walter 
· G. Peaela, wife Tinia & sons Alfred, John, 

Reino & Theodore 

· Nic Ollie, wife Katie, daughter Lili and 
sons Nic & Elmer 

· Fred Ako 
· John Akola 
· John Koski, wife Hannah, daughters 

Sylvia, Ellen, Lily, Elsie & sons Theodore 
& Elmer 

· Silas Lofberg, wife Ida & son Calaloo 
· Gust Nisula, wife Suoma & daughter 

Hellin 
· Fred Ring, wife Annie, daughters Irene, 

Inga, Elimie & Elizabeth 
· Mary Winsberg 
· Selma Jackson, daughters Lily, Julie, 

Ellen, Eleanor & son Jack 
· Victor Rivers 
· Ed Johnson, wife Hanna, 3 daughters & 5 

sons 

If you, the reader, have information, a 
family story, photographs of the Finnish Hall/
community/families of Lawson, please 
contact me at the address below.  You are 
invited to share your knowledge of your 
Finnish heritage.  Sharing stories may fill in 
missing links to family trees and the threads 
of fabric to our lives.  Looking forward to 
hearing from you. 

Respectfully submitted by member, 
JoAnne Matsumura, Technical Researcher 
1110 Wildwood Blvd SW 
Issaquah, WA  98027-4503 

Family Search and Research 
Lawson/Black Diamond, Washington 
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By Matt Wirkkala  mailto: mwirkk@finns.org 
 mailto: mattwir@microsoft.com 
Hei!!! 
I would like to announce that I have set up a few 
email distribution lists which I hope will allow us to 
communicate better about things going on, making 
announcements, organizing activities, and just 
asking questions. I had this idea back when we were 
pushing toward FFUSA99, but I lost track of it in the 
shuffle of everything going on until recently when 
while tweaking content on the current Finns 
Northwest page (http://www.finnsnw.com), 
verifying links and content, etc., I was poking 
around the Finnish Connection page on MSN (http://
communities.msn.com/FinnishConnection/). It has 
lots of cool features, but though it has a message 
board, I noted it lacked an email distribution list. 
Message boards are great, but they are passive. 
They require you to go out to the site and inspect 
them. Distribution lists, on the other hand, are 
active, directing messages out to all members once 
posted. You don't have to do anything except use 
the email client you are using now to post, receive, 
and respond within the group. Like message boards, 
a fully searchable archive is kept on the server for 
later reference. So I have set up three list groups to 
additionally support FinnsNW.Com in a way that the 
Finnish Connection does not currently. They are 
hosted by Yahoo!Groups, and include: FinnsNW, 
FNW-mngt, and FNW-sysop. 
 
FinnsNW, Finns Northwest Public Forum: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FinnsNW/ 
This group is open to anyone who wants to join. It is 
intended for general public discussion of topics on 
Finnish American culture in our region and the 
organizations supported by FinnsNW.Com. Postings 
to the group by members are not moderated, and 
archives can be read by anyone including non-
members. 
 
FNW-mgnt, Finns Northwest Management: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FNW-mgnt/ 
Membership requests to this group will be screened. 
(I will not be deciding who may join - I will leave 
this up to others from the various organizations 
whomever I can recruit as co-
moderators.) The group's 
intended purpose is to be a 
forum for round table 
discussions on issues related to 
the local Finnish community and 
its organizations. I am thinking 
membership to this group should 
be limited to organizational 
members. Besides supporting 
traditional activities of these 
groups, I had envisioned one of 
its primary  focuses should be 
helping people and 
organizations get their message 
out to the online world in the 
most effective manner possible. 

Discussions should assume a non-technical 
audience. Message archives in this group will 
not be public, being unavailable to non-
members. 
 
FNW-sysop, Finns Northwest Administration: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FNW-sysop/ 
Membership in this group will be for individuals 
responsible for Web-site administration, web 
mastering, authoring and design. The group's 
intended purpose is to be a forum for round 
table discussions on issues related to 
supporting the online presence of the local 
Finnish community and its organizations. 
People joining this list should assume 
discussions can be technical in nature. Message 
archives in this group will not be public, being 
unavailable to non-members.  
For all three groups, messages may be received 
by one of three methods: single message, 
digest, and no-email/web-only. Singles are like 
normal email. Response is immediate. Digest 
provides a single large message containing all 
messages exchanged at the end of a given day. 
The final choice requires that the user must 
visit the web-site to view messages posted. 
The difference between that and being a non-
member is that you are allowed to post 
messages and message responses, and in the 
case of the private groups you can view the 
messages whereas non-members cannot. 
 
I would like to recruit others to act as co-
moderators for each of these groups. Two 
additional for each at the very least. Three or 
four others for each would be even better. In 
the case of the first two, it would be 
preferable to have people who could speak 
authoritatively for key organizations. Same 
holds true for the third group, but should also 
be comfortable with speaking about technology 
as well. 
 
I do hope that there will be interest in 
participating in these forums. I think it could 
be a very useful tool. To join any of them, you 

may do so by visiting their 
respective URLs which I 
have provided. If any of 
you know others should or 
maybe would like to 
participate, please 
forward this message 
along. I can also send out 
automated invitations 
which only require a reply 
for the recipient to reply 
in order to join. 
Therefore, I will also 
accept lists for suggested 
prospective members. 
That is all. More 

(Continued on page 13) 

New Finns Northwest forums launched! ...you are invited to join! -MLW :) 
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June 6.-10.6. Tampere Vocal Music Festival  
7.-17.6. Ilmajoki Music Festival  
7.-13.6. Riihimäki Summer Concerts  
8.-20.6. Naantali Music Festival  
9.6.-26.8. Retretti Art Centre  
10.6.-12.8. Pyhäniemi Art Manor  
13.-19.6. Kuopio Dance Festival  
15.-19.6. Jutajaiset  
15.-17.6. Loviisa Sibelius Festival  
15.-17.6. Provinssirock  
17.6.-19.8. Mänttä Art Festival  
21.-23.6. Nummirock  
24.6.-2.7. Korsholm Music Festival  
26.6.-5.7. Kangasniemi Music Festival  
27.6.-5.7. Mikkeli Music Festival  
27.6.-1.7. Lakeside Blues Festival  
28.6.-1.7. Kalott Jazz&Blues Festival  
28.6.-1.7. Haapavesi Folk  
28.6.-1.7. Avanti! Summer Sounds  
29.6.-8.7. Sysmä Summer Sounds  
29.6.-7.7. Imatra Big Band Festival  
29.6.-19.8. Kivi Festival  
July 2.-8.7. Sata-Häme Accordion Festival  
4.-8.7. Words and Music in Kajaani  
5.-8.7. Joutsa Folk Festival  
5.-11.7. Time of Music  
5.-8.7. Kihaus Folk Music Festival  
7.7.-5.8. Savonlinna Opera Festival  
10.-15.7. Jyväskylä Arts Festival  
11.-15.7. Tango Festival  
13.-22.7. Bomba Festival  
14.-22.7. Pori Jazz Festival  
14.-22.7. Kaustinen Folk Music Festival  
15.-29.7. Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival  
24.-28.7. Full Moon Dances Festival  
25.-29.7. Festival of Workers' Music  

   

information is posted on each respective web-site. If you have any comments, questions, or 
suggestions I would be happy to here them. 
 
Thanks for your time and attention! Matt Wirkkala  -MLW  :) 
mailto: mwirkk@finns.org 
mailto: mattwir@microsoft.com 

(Continued from page 12) 

26.-29.7. Kotka Maritime 
Festival  
26.-28.7. Keitelejazz  
27.7.-5.8. Lieksa Brass Week  
27.-28.7. Jazz on the Beach  
27.-29.7. Amateur Dramatics Festival  
29.7.-5.8. Pentinkulma Days  
30.7.-4.8. Lahti Organ Festival  
30.7.-4.8. Lakeside Chamber Music Festival 31.7.
-5.8. Häme Castle Children's Festival  
August 3.-5.8. Kymenlaakso Folk Art and Folk 
Music Festival  
4.-11.8. Crusell Week  
4.-11.8. Hamina Tattoo  
7.-12.8. Tampere International Theatre Festival 
10.-12.8. Kallio-Kuninkala Music Festival 10.-
12.8. Eteläpohjalaiset Spelit  
10.-19.8. Turku Music Festival  
24.8.-9.9. Helsinki Festival  
September 27.-30.9. Pispala Schottische 
October 1.-15.10. Järvenpää Sibelius Festival 
21.10.-11.11. Oulainen Music Week  
November 2.-4.11. Tampere Jazz Happening 
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Known as Suomi College from its founding 
in 1896, the name of the institution changed 
on July 1, 2000, to Finlandia University.  The 
school’s leaders believe that the new name 
better reflects the institution’s 
accomplishments over the past century and 
its identity and purpose for the 21st century.   

Its previous name survives as the Suomi 
College of Arts & Sciences.  To this core have 
been added the College of Professional 
Studies, the International School of Art & 
Design, and the International School of 
Business.  The institution is the only private 
university in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and 
the only university in America founded by 
Finns.   

Initially, alumni and residents of 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula questioned the 
wisdom of taking on a new identity.  Kathleen 
Heinonen, Associate Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement at Finlandia, 
stresses, “Our friends have been very 
understanding, especially as they begin to 
realize the opportunities that the new name 
offers.”  Heinonen adds, “The Finnish-
American community has supported the 
change from the beginning, with Finlandia 
clarifying the institution’s legacy to a broader 
audience.   

As high school students confront an array 
of opportunities for higher education, 
Finlandia wants to present a clear image of 
its heritage and academic strengths.  
Heinonen noted that the former name often 
led students outside the region to confuse the 
school’s heritage with Japanese, Native 
American, or African American. 

The basis for Finlandia’s transition from 
college to university was already apparent by 
the late 1990s, as it launched its first four-
year degree programs in Art, Business 
Administration, Liberal Studies, and Human 
Rural Services.  Finlandia expects approval 

soon from the State of Michigan for its latest 
baccalaureate degree program, elementary 
education, with the first class to begin this 
autumn. 

Complementing the new academic 
directions, the school launched its first 
athletic programs--men’s and women’s 
basketball and volleyball—two years ago.  
Participation in an intercollegiate athletic 
schedule throughout the Upper Midwest not 
only adds another focus of attention for 
students and the community, but also raises 
the visibility of the institution to prospective 
students within and beyond the region.  
Heinonen is quick to qualify that:  “Athletics 
at Finlandia are purely extracurricular with 
no athletic scholarships offered.”  But, 
there’s no denying that athletics have helped 
to position Finlandia on the map of higher 
education opportunities. 

The Finnish-American community will be 
gratified to learn that the institution’s 
Finnish roots continue to be nurtured.  The 
Finnish-American Heritage Center exists as 
the centerpiece of the campus, located in 
Hancock, Michigan, where official signage 
offers street names in English and Finnish.  
University president Robert Ubbelohde leads 
continuing efforts to establish and strengthen 
ties with Finland and a variety of Finnish 
institutions.  The results speak for 
themselves.  Paavo Lipponen, Finland’s Prime 
Minister, served as Finlandia’s 
commencement speaker last year.  Finnish 
nationals are represented on the faculty, and 
a small but record number of current 
students hail from Finland.  The school 
remains firmly committed to a broad offering 
of Finnish studies, from Finnish language to 
history, music, and art.  Ubbelohde and his 
staff participate in nine partnerships with 
Finnish institutions, such as Sibelius 
Academy, Malmi Business College, Jyväskylä 
International Business Program, and Kuopio 

(Continued on page 15) 

Finlandia University 

New name for a new century 
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Academy of Crafts and Design.  The Kuopio 
partnership has helped Finlandia to create a 
distinctive art program on the North 
American scene. In total, these 
developments allow Finlandia to occupy a 
unique niche in American higher education 
and its students and faculty to reinforce and 
cross the bridge between North America and 
Scandinavia. 

As universities give more attention to 
their outreach mission, Finlandia University 
is not an exception by showcasing a program 
featuring its Finnish connection and music 
tradition.  Beginning in 1998, an outreach 
coordinator at the school inquired with the 
Sibelius Academy administrators in Helsinki 
of their interest in a festival based in the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan that would 
feature some of the Academy’s best 
musicians.  The response was favorable and 
swift, leaving Finlandia staff immersed in 
resumes and CDs.  The first Sibelius Academy 
Music Festival, held in Hancock during the 
summer of 1999, and hosted by Finlandia 
University with the help of a grant from the 
Finlandia Foundation, transportation for the 
guest artists provided by Finnair, and 
generous support from a variety of other 

sponsors and organizations. 

The third annual Sibelius Academy Music 
Festival will be held July 17-20.  A 
preliminary screening of performers was 
completed by the faculty at the Sibelius 
Academy, followed by a review by a Finnish-
American jury.  The performers selected will 
include a piano/string trio, a pianist, an 
organist, and a violinist.  Concert venues 
include the Finnish-American Heritage 
Center and selected Finnish Lutheran 
churches set in the countryside surrounding 
Hancock.  Additional festival concerts will be 
held in Cedarburg, Wisconsin (July 22) and 
Wheaton, Illinois (July 24).   

For more information about Finlandia 
University and program details concerning 
this summer’s Sibelius Academy Music 
Festival, call (906) 482-5300 or visit 
www.finlandia.edu. 

John Stephens 
May 15, 2001 

(Continued from page 14) 

Finlandia University 
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Thank You From The Westerbergs / Ystäville tuhannet kiitokset! 

At the gala dinner at Bellevue Hyatt 
Hotel in February 2001, Benita and I were 
presented a trip to Finland and Ireland. We 
left Seattle for Helsinki on April 17 by SAS, 
and returned from Dublin on May 3. The 
entire journey was just wonderful, and we 
wish to express our warmest thank you to all 
who made it possible. 

After taking more time than usual to 

recover from jet lag, I attended very 
productive meetings in Helsinki of the 
Speakers’ Council of the Finnish Expatriate 
Parliament. We met with many government 
agencies, and were pleased to see how they 
welcomed the opportunity to hear our 
suggestions. Like my colleagues from around 
the world, I was interviewed for several 
radio programs. There was little time for any 
other activities in Helsinki, but Benita and I 
managed to visit for the first time the 
Mannerheim Museum. It was a fantastic 
experience .As our stay in Helsinki was 
mostly work, we had traded a stay at famous 
Hotel Kämp for travel by ship to Stockholm 
and three nights there, before going on to 
Ireland for four nights. Here are some of the 
highlights: 

• Travel by majestic Silja Serenad 
overnight to Stockholm in Commodore 
Class. From our tenth floor cabin we had 
a wonderful view of the Suomenlinna 
fortress as we left the Helsinki harbor. A 
fine dinner in one of the restaurants and 
early to bed. 

• Accommodation at the First Hotel Reisen 

right at the waterfront of the Old Town 
(Gamla Stan) of Stockholm. We had 
stayed there after our wedding in 1950. 
The hotel management gave us a room 
with the best view. We enjoyed early 
morning walks in the charming section of 
the city, and still had a chance to meet 
with all our siblings and many of their 
children and grandchildren. 

• My brother Finn took us on a one-hour 
car ride to a village south of 
Stockholm, where a small 
motorboat waited to take us 
on a first ever visit to the 
Sävö Island. There my great 
grandfather and his father 
had served as sea pilots. The 
old pilot station is now a 
museum, and there were 
many mentions of these my 
ancestors. On the way back 
we stopped at a church 
cemetery and looked up 
their gravestones. What a 
day to remember. 

• During the Winter War in 
1940 I spent some time in 
Sweden as a war child. The 
family I stayed with had 

seven children of their own, but only the 
youngest was still home and attended 
school with me for a few months. I had 
not met Lennart for 60 years, and now he 
and his Kokkola born wife traveled to 
Stockholm for a wonderful reunion with 
us. We spent hours talking at the nice 
hotel library. 

• On Sunday, April 29, before heading to 
the airport, we found time to attend the 
services at the Finnish Church in 
Stockholm. It was our first visit there 
since we were married there on 
December 23, 1950. I had the 
opportunity to bring greetings from our 
Finnish church here in Seattle. We were 
given the church history book as a gift. 
The congregation was founded by the 
King’s decree in 1533, at a time when 
the population of Stockholm was ten 
thousand, of which over two thousand 
were Finns. 

• Off to Dublin, where we checked into a 
nice small hotel, the Georgian House 
Hotel, very well located close to 

(Continued on page 17) 
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beautiful parks like the St. Stephen’s 
Green and Merrion Square. All of next 
day we spent bus-hopping, a 
bus service that runs every 
ten minutes, and you can 
get off at sixteen interesting 
sites, and spend as much 
time on each as you wish 

• We first stopped at the 
Trinity College and saw one 
of Ireland’s most treasured 
possessions, namely the 9th 
century “Book of Kells”. 
From there we walked along 
the famous Grafton Street, 
the center of the up-market 
shopping area. Time for 
picture taking at the statue 
of Molly Malone (popularly 
called “The Tart with a Cart”), and 
lunch at a sidewalk café. In the 
afternoon we visited St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, where author Jonathan Swift 
is buried. A must was the Guinness 
Storehouse, where we enjoyed a pint at 
the top of the building with the best 
view of the city. 

• The next days we took short sightseeing 
tours along the coast, both south and 
north of Dublin. The landscape was 
beautiful, the castles impressive. Even 
the massive peat bogs interested this 
former energy engineer. In a remote 
valley in the Wicklow Mountains we 
passed Glendalough, a monastic complex 
from the 6th century. Unfortunately, due 
to the threats of foot and mouth 
disease, we could not enter it. 

• Evenings we walked the charming 
streets in our district, the Georgian 
Dublin, just south of the River Liffey. 
That is where buildings have these nice 
doors in different colors. We stopped by 
some of the pubs; a favorite was the 
Doheny and Nesbitt near our hotel. 
Twice we ate dinner at some fancy 
restaurant, and twice we picked up 
sandwiches at a deli and snacked in our 
room. 

We returned home very pleased with our 
northern Europe tour. We know Stockholm 
well from close to one hundred visits, but 
this one was unique in many ways – and hit 
our nostalgic nerves. Ireland was a first for 

us, a short visit – leaving us very impressed 
with the Irish people, Dublin, and the 
country. It must have been the good wishes 
of all of you friends here in the US 

Northwest that made our journey very 
special.  

Norman Westerberg 
Written 5/25/01 for the  

FFSC newsletter 
 

 

(Continued from page 16) 

The Westerbergs  
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Suomi-Finland Room Committee 
members have collaborated for the opening 
of a new exhibit at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum. On Saturday, June 16 at 2 PM the 
Suomi-Finland Room invites all friends to an 
exhibit on Finnish Weddings: Old Country 
and New World Customs. Coordinated by 
Hera Ware Owen, the exhibit was inspired 
by the trousseau trunk which was donated 
to the Museum by the Husa family 
descendants. Lillian Husa Feist remembers 
meeting her Paloniemi grandparents, who 
had traveled with the trunk from Tornio, 
Finland across the tundra to Norway's north 
coast and across the Atlantic to their 
destination in French Lake, Minnesota.  

Wedding customs, including the 
kruunuhää or crown wedding in Finland, are 
explored. Hawaiian resident and weaver 
Eliisa Salmi Saslaw prepared an appropriate 

crown for the exhibit. Finnish immigrant 
weddings, most often simplified by the 
economically hard times in the New World, 
are examined as well. Remember to visit 
the Suomi-Finland Room at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum during this summer for a 
wedding experience, without the 
commitments. 

The Nordic Heritage Museum at 3014 NW 
68th Street is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 AM to 4 PM and on Sunday 
from noon to 4 PM. 

Invitation to a June Wedding 

Kerttu Kangas Kivimäen kuparista 
kahvikattila kokoelmaa kannattaa 
katsoa 
The copper coffeepot collection of Kerttu 
Kivimäki is on display at the Suomi-Finland 
Room. For many years Kerttu has added to 
her collection of copper pots, inspired by the 
common sight of copper coffeepots in so 
many Finnish immigrant homes. Thanks to 
Leo Nalli for modifying the exhibit area for 
the display. 

Annual Tacoma Finn Picnic  
Everyone Welcome! 

July 22, 2001—The 25th Annual Tacoma Finn 
Picnic at the Buckley Finn Hall, 1-5 PM. 
(Hwy 410 East. Turn right on 234th Ave. Go 
1/4 mile to Finn Hall.) Coffee, tea, punch 
provided. Bring potluck items. Suomi 
Sisters from Kalama will entertain. 
For more information, contact Jo Martin, 
(253) 752-5857 
 

 

Suomi Koulu graduation party (below and opposite right page) at Farrell McWhirter Park in 
Redmond, May 19th. Magician, Jonathan Drake. Photos by Suvi Lyrintzis. 
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The Finnish School of Seattle would like 
to extend a warm thank you to its many 
supporters in the NW Finnish Community! 
Your continuing financial support is wisely 
used for both short and long term projects 
such as the school library, teacher training 
and  teaching materials.  

Our fantastic teacher team, Airi 
Suomalainen, Suvi Lyrintzis, Riina Koponen, 
Janna Kokko, Kirsi Henriksson and Hinni 
Saarnisto, did an outstanding job with the 
class curriculum this year. Our students 
learned of the many differences and 
similarities children face all around the 
world. Parents were invited to join in to taste 
Mexican foods and to make Japanese paper 
cranes just to mention a few. We all learned 
something new while gaining a deeper 
appreciation of our own heritage and 
customs. 

The school board, consisting of parent 
volunteers Kristiina Hiukka President, Mikko 
Männistö Vice President, Rita Koski 
Treasurer, Minna Rudd Secretary, Airi 
Suomalainen Teachers’ Representative, 
Tarja Lappalainen Member-at-Large, also 
worked hard  this year. And their work 
continues  long after the students have 
started their vacations. The board and the 
teachers will meet for two full days for 
strategic and financial planning in May and 
June. 

One of our spring highlights was the April 

Spring Brunch fundraiser at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum. Nearly 200 guests attended 
this fun family event. We had many Finnish 
community members entertaining on the 
stage and Jari Lipsanen and Marjaana Rinne 
in charge of the kitchen.  Thanks to the wide 
Finnish community support, the event 
proceeds were $2,000. We have already 
started planning next year’s event! 

Another exciting milestone has been the 
school library. We now have 154 titles of 
Finnish children’s books, movies, CDs and 
tapes available for checkout during the 
school year. This is a wonderful tool for our 
students to continue the learning process at 
home between classes. Donations of new or 
gently used Finnish children's books and 
materials are most welcome! 

The fall semester will start September 
13th 10am for children 0-4 years, September 

15th 10am for 
school age children. 
We will once again 
hold a fall Yard Sale 
on September 22nd. 
More info available 
from our website at 
www.finnsnw.com/
suomi_koulu.html. 

Iloista Kesää 
kaikille! 
  
 Minna Rudd, 
Secretary 

Suomi Koulun kesäloma alkaa! 



Page  20 FFSC Newsletter 

JUNE/JULY 2001 FFSC NEWSLETTER 

Juhannus / Midsummer 

The Finnish flag features a blue cross on a white background. It takes two forms, the national 
(civil) flag and the state flag. The flag with "the blue of our lakes and the white snow of our 
winters", as a poet described these symbolic colors in 1870, was made official in a law enacted on 
29th May, 1918, less than six months after Finland had achieved independence. A new law entered 
into force in 1978 . 
 
THE NATIONAL FLAG  
The national flag is rectangular in shape and its dimensions are: height l l and width 18 units of 

measurement; width of cross 3 units, color PMS294C; height of fields 4 units, 
length of fields at the hoist 5 units and of fields at the fly 10 units. Every 
Finnish citizen enjoys the right to fly the national flag. With certain 
exceptions, the national flag is flown by Finnish vessels as their national 
ensign.  
 

THE STATE FLAG  
The state flag is either rectangular or three pointed. The coat of arms of 

Finland is inset in the square formed by the intersecting arms of the cross. The square has a yellow 
border, the width of which is one fortieth of the width of the cross. State departments and 
establishments fly the rectangular state flag. The Defence Forces use the three pointed version of 
the flag, which is one unit of measurement longer than the national flag or the rectangular state 
flag. The President of the Republic uses a three pointed version of the state flag, in the canton of 

which a blue and yellow Cross of Freedom is featured.  

 

Midsummer — The Day of the Finnish flag  

A high point of the year comes exactly six 
months after Christmas, when the interminable 
nights of winter have given way to the white 
nights of the Finnish summer. Midsummer, 
celebrated at the summer solstice, has been very 
important since pagan times, especially in 
northern Europe, where the difference between 
the dark and the light seasons is particularly 
dramatic. In the north of Finland, Midsummer 
marks the peak of the exotic appeal of the Arctic, 
as the sun remains above the horizon all night.  

Midsummer in Finland is a celebration of the 
countryside. Towns and cities are deserted, as 
this holiday is traditionally celebrated in a rural 
setting, preferably at a waterside summer 
cottage. Anyone who has to stay in town over 
Midsummer can buy birch leaves and lilac at the 
marketplace to help create an illusion of the 
countryside. At Midsummer, trains, buses and 
trams are sometimes also decorated with birch 
branches.  

Lighting a bonfire is the high point of 
Midsummer night. Originally, bonfires were only 
part of the eastern Finnish Midsummer 
celebrations. In western Finland, bonfires were 
traditionally lit on Ascension Day and at Whitsun, 
and in Ostrobothnia on Easter Saturday. 
Nowadays, Midsummer fires are lit all over 
Finland, except in the Swedish speaking areas 

along the coast, where a Midsummer pole, similar 
to a maypole, is erected instead.  

In the old days, every village used to build its 
own bonfire, as Midsummer was a village feast 
day. Today, the biggest bonfires are seen at 
public Midsummer celebrations, where you have 
to buy a ticket to get in. In addition to the leaping 
flames by the shore, the ideal Midsummer 
includes silver birches, maidens in national 
costume and, flying above it all, the blue and 
white flag of Finland. Midsummer is the day of 
the Finnish flag and up and down the country the 
white flag with the blue cross can be seen flying 
proudly through the white night.  

 
Written for Virtual Finland by Sirpa Karjalainen,  

Assistant of Ethnology, University of Helsinki 
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$$$ 
Remember to 
give us your 

NEW 
addresses!! 

 
Members who are moving are 
reminded to send us those address 
changes promptly!  
 
FFSC is charged by the US Post 
Office for every incorrect address! 

 

Byron Wicks 
Financial Services 

 
 

Menu of Services 
 

• Income Tax Preparation 

• Tax Reduction Strategies 

• Asset Management 

• Retirement and College Funding 

• Life and Long Term Care Insurance 

• Fixed and Variable Annuities 

• Stock, Bonds, Mutual Funds 

• Roth IRAs, Traditional IRAs 

• Tax-Deferred and tax-free investments 

• Wealth Building Strategies 

 
Serving Seattle and the Eastside 

 

Byron Wicks, CFS 
Financial Advisor 

Phone: (425) 643-1313 
 

Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Securities, Inc. Member SIPC 
Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Services, Inc. 
6333 North State Hwy 161, Suite 400, Irving, TX 75038, (972) 870-6000 

 We had a great meeting. Alice Moss 
told us about Sointula, the Finnish 
community in British Columbia . Alice 
had videotaped many of the activities 
that lasted for several days. They had 
lecturers, dances, singing, crafts, and 
entertainment. Sointula is a small 
community that tackled a big project. 
We even saw Leo Utter in her 
videotape.  

This event was held last year prior 
to FinnFest in Toronto and they did a 
great job. Alice told us about the 
beginnings of this community and the 
tapes enhanced her talk.  

We had received literature 
regarding the Scandinavian Channel 
but after our meeting I opened a letter 
and found out that they had to shut 
down because of lack of funds. How 
sad!  

Portland State University is now 
charging for parking. There is free 
parking in the evenings after 7:30 but 
no one really wanted to meet that 
late . We will have to resort to parking 
on the street which is metered or pay 
to park in the garages. Since we do not 
meet in the summer our next meeting 
will be in October 13th, the second 
Saturday of the month.  

Näkemiin!   Val Koven 

 (Valmako@aol.com 

Finnish-American Literary 
Heritage Foundation (FALHF) 

News 

Northwest Nordics Calendar 
Please send any calendar activities to Kris Leander at 
the Leif Erikson Intl Foundation, 2245 NW 57th, Seattle 
WA  98107, leiferikson@home.com.  This monthly 
calendar covers Nordic activities throughout the Puget 
Sound.  For subscription information, write to above 
address or call 206-783-8462. They are a non-profit 
organization. 
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Northwest Pelimannit at Folklife at Seattle Center 

Folklife Ramblings— 

Kim Whittle: Saturday was a beautiful spring day in Seattle and at Folklife.  We played in the 
cool evening time for a good crowd still dancing by 9:30 p.m.  Our band has grown to six 
players, and veteran Andrew Lehto was in the audience this year, so seven NW Pelimanniters 
were in attendance.  The Finnish community was represented, but not as well as last year.  
Let's aim for more next year.  Photography and other services were provided by Ed Nixon, 
whose help and support are greatly appreciated. 

Phil thanked the group for a great show at Folklife.   

Seppo said he had fun and want to play with us again. 

Gay Nixon:  I really appreciated the parking pass and the opportunity to play and watch 
people have a good time dancing!  Wish I could dance to our music.  Folklife is a fun time to 
see lots of music and dancing friends. 

Northwest Pelimannit at Folklife, left to right: Seppo Hartikainen (Keyboard/Bass), Gay Nixon 
(Accordion), Kim Whittle (Flute), Phil Wilkinson (Violin/Viola), Beth Matheny (Violin), and Shirley 
Makela (Violin) 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 
 

The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 
 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       

  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues encl.     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total encl.           $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC  Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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