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The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 
206-440-1134 

May 22– Jun 15 Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF). See page 8. 

Jun 1  PLU reception—Opening of “Marimekko Modness”. See page 17. 

Jun 1 4 PM Mostly Nordic Concert Series—ICELAND 

Jun 7 5 PM “Crown Wedding” at PLU Scandinavian Cultural Center. See page 17. 

Jun 7 7 PM Pohjan Laulu in Concert. See page 4. 

Jun 15  Father’s Day 

Jun 15 8 PM The New Scandinavian Follies at Nordic Heritage Museum (NHM) 

Jun 20   Midsummer Eve 

Jun 20-22  Scandinavian Festival, Astoria, Oregon. See page 3. 

Jun 21   Midsummer Day / Juhannuspäivä 

Jun 29   Skandia Midsommarfest, Saint Edwards Park, Kenmore 

Jul 1   Canada Day 

Jul 4   U.S. Independence Day 

Jul    Tivoli, Nordic Heritage Museum 

Sep 1  Labor Day 

Sep 11  FFSC Finnish Language Classes Fall Session begins.  
  See August/September newsletter for more info 

Nov  1 10—3 Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum. See page 8. 

Dec 6  FFSC Independence Day Celebration 

Be sure to check our web site at www.finnsnw.com  for late breaking events. 



FFSC Newsletter Page  3 

FFSC Newsletter June/July 2003 

The Astoria Scandinavian Festival Association 
is looking forward to 2003.  The Festival will be 
held at the Clatsop County Fairgrounds, less than 
5 minutes out of Astoria on Highway 202.   This is 
the second year in our new home and we hope to 
have another successful year.  This year the dates 
are June 20, 21, and 22.  Once again the 
Scandinavian Festival is opening its doors on 
Friday afternoon.  Friday afternoon the 20th after 
2 pm booths will be open for business.  Admission 
is $6.00 for an adult 3-day souvenir button, $2.00 
for children 6 – 12 and 5 & under are free.  
Parking is $2.00 per day.   The Festival Association 
invites everyone to attend and celebrate with us. 

 The grand kick off of the Astoria 
Scandinavian Festival actually happens Friday 
evening with the selection and crowning of Miss 
Scandinavia 2003.  After the coronation please 
follow Miss Scandinavia and her court to the bon 
fire to burn hexes for good luck.  Following the 
hex burning, it is time to dance the night away 
with local favorites Coreen Bergholm, Dorothy 
Mason, Sven Sundstrom and Jorgen Madsen playing 
Polkas, Waltzes, Hambos, and Schottisches… and 
maybe even a Chicken Dance or two.  For 
grownups that work up a thirst, the Wet Dog Café 
will be providing a beer garden (Friday night until 
midnight and Saturday 12pm-12am) with ice-cold 
beverages.   

 Saturday, if you are hungry start the day 
with the Clatsop County Realtors Scholarship 
fundraiser breakfast. Then, follow the crowd to 
downtown Astoria, weather permitting where 
there will be an Optog (walking parade) through 
downtown Astoria. Return to the fairgrounds for 
the flag raising ceremony as well as the raising of 
the Midsummer Pole.  Events and entertainment 
continue all day.  There is something for everyone 
- food, dancing, music, colorful folk-costumes and 
crafts will be found during this Midsummer 
celebration. The Norwegian Fjord horses will be 
performing again this year in the outdoor arena. 
For children, the Barnfest will be open from 10 
am until 6pm and for the first time on Sunday 11 
am until 3 pm.  The World Famous Bluegrass 
Rockin Rhythm and Blues Band from Sweden will 
be performing in the Beergarten Saturday. 
Festival Favorite Sylvia & Fjordsong will be 
Saturday evenings featured entertainment in the 
Viking Hall. Be sure and bring your dancing shoes 
for the Saturday night dance featuring Sylvia & 

Fjordsong. 

 Sunday begins with the famous Rotary 
Pannukakku breakfast.  There is also the 
traditional nondenominational church service.  
Entertainment, food, and fun continue through 
out the day. The World Famous Bluegrass Band 
from Sweden will be our featured entertainment 
Sunday afternoon.   At 4 pm, the winner of the 
grand prize - round trip ticket to Scandinavia (and 
many other fabulous prizes) will be drawn at the 
closing ceremonies.  

 Look for the 2004 festival to be the weekend 
of June 18, 19 and 20. 

Astoria has historically been known for its 
Scandinavian Heritage. Many area residents are 
able to trace their own heritage back generations.  
Local Lodges include the Danish Society, Finnish 
Brotherhood, Ladies of Kaleva, Sons of Norway, 
Daughters of Norway, and Vasa Lodge.  

 One does not need to be Scandinavian to get 
into the spirit of the Annual Astoria Scandinavian 
Midsummer Festival.  Great fun for the entire 
family! 

 New this year is our web site 
www.astoriascanfest.com.  Please check here for 
updates and information as it becomes available.  
Contact will be available on the site or, please 
contact us at ASMFA PO Box 34, Astoria, Oregon 
97103.  We may also be contacted through the 
Astoria Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce.   

Astoria Scandinavian Festival 
June 20-21-22 

* Valkommen * Tervetula * Velkommen * 

They Served: Military Exhibit Extended 
The Finnish Americans in the Military exhibit will continue in the Suomi-Finland Room at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum through this summer. Earlier plans to close the exhibit in the spring have been 
altered by continuing interest in the show. 
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Pohjan Laulu 

Seattle Concert 
June 7th, 7:00 PM 
University Lutheran Church 

1604 NE 50th Street, Seattle, WA 98105  
 

Reception to follow.  
 

Pohjan Laulu, the men’s choir from Finland will be in concert in the Seattle area 
on June 7 as part of their tour of the Northwest in early summer. The choir was 
established in 1908, and received its name, Pohjan Laulu, in a “name the choir” 

contest in 1912. The concert will be at the University Lutheran Church, 
reception to follow. Suggested donation $10 for adults and $5 ages 6-12. 

For More Information, contact Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or email  
FFSC@finns.org or finlandiafoundation@yahoo.com 
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Pohjan Laulu was born in 1908 when the male 
quartet "Nuorsuomalainen Mieskvartetti" was 
founded. The current name, Pohjan Laulu ("Song 
of Northern Land"), is the winner of the contest 
for the best name held in 1912. The winning 
suggestion was submitted by J. Laitinen, a 
furniture maker in Oulu.  

The 1930's depression and the following war 
years slowed down the choir activities. During this 
slow period, the male choir tradition was 
maintained by Oulu's Radio Quartet in which a 
total of 28 men participated. 

A new start was made in 1944 on New Year's 
Eve when Olli Tawast, 
Martti Salokannel and 
Runar Sandelin called 
Oulu's male singers to a 
meeting. In the first 
meeting, in February 
1945, with 35 men 
participating, it was 
decided to continue the 
activities of Pohjan Laulu. 
Runar Sandelin was elected chairman and he later 
became the honorary chairman of the choir.  

In fall of 1958 the choir members heard the 
news that Pohjan Laulu was invited to sing at the 
Presidential Palace on the Independence Day. The 
resulting enthusiasm brought the choir 
membership to nearly one hundred. 

In 1965, Pohjan Laulu  led by Toivo Kukkonen 
had the rare honor to represent Finnish choirs at 
the Europe Concert. After long preparations, with 
first contact taken in 1965, Pohjan Laulu visited 
the Soviet Union in 1968. The reception in Odessa, 
in the class of a state visit, amazed everybody. 
The press, city officials, host choir, and hundreds 
of people met the choir at the airport. The choir 
even made it to the pages of the national 
newspaper, Pravda. Radio and TV gave much 
publicity to the choir, and each concert was 
taped. A total of 3000 persons attended the three 
official concerts. Pohjan Laulu made another visit 
there in 1983, with Rauno Rännäli as conductor.  

Starting from the 1980's, Pohjan Laulu has 
given many concerts and participated in 
competitions. In the first international  Franz 
Schubert competition, Finnish male choirs 
celebrated many victories. Ylioppilaskunnan 
Laulajat won their series, and Pohjan Laulu 
became second in theirs. The song "Kolm´ on 
miehellä pahoa" (Three ills of man) by Pekka 
Kostiainen, the judges deemed "perfect", largely 
thanks to our brilliant soloist, Yrjö Väyrynen. 
These successes and proofs of high quality, high 
profile of the choir, and very active 
quartets have brought considerable 
recognition to Pohjan Laulu in 

Finland's choir activities: in 1986 Pohjan Laulu was 
nominated the Male Choir of the Year.  

In 1988 Pohjan Laulu went along when Finnair 
opened the direct connection from Helsinki to 
Beijing. During its two-week concert tour, the 
choir also visited Hong Kong, Bangkok and 
Singapore. In 1989 Pohjan Laulu won the Leevi 
Madetoja choir competition in Turku and again in 
1995 in Oulu. Their first recording, Soi laulu 
aavoilta Pohjanmaan, the choir made in 1978. The 
second one in 1988 was selected as the recording 
of the year by the Finnish Broadcasting Company. 
This recording, Pohjoisella rannalla, was called 
artistically unconventional and brave. At the 
international choir competition in 1991 in 
Budapest, the choir won the gold medal. 

In its 85th anniversary year in 1993, Pohjan 
Laulu toured North America with the Lahti Male 
Choir. The choirs were combined as the so called 
"Kullervo Choir", which sang the symphonic poem 
by Jean Sibelius, "Kullervo" Gennadi . In this 

concert in Toronto, 
Walton Grönroos and 
Soile Isokoski soloed. In 
1997 Pohjan Laulu 
published its third 
recording, Isänmaalle , 
in cooperation with 
Oulunsalo's Lions Club.  

The fourth recording, 
Etsin joulun 

hiljaisuutta, came out in December 2002. The 
theme of the recording is Oulu. Most songs have 
either lyrics or arrangement by someone from 
Oulu. As soloists in the recording are featured two 
foremost opera singers of Finland, Helena 
Juntunen and Jyrki Anttila.  

 

Pohjan Laulu 



In Memoriam 

Raymond Johnson 
Irene Saarela O'Connor Berg 

Sylvia Antilla Johnson 
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This will be my last official “President’s 
Message” for the FFSC Newsletter. My current 
term expires at the end of June.  First of all, let 
me say that it has been an exciting and 
pleasurable experience.  I have met scores of 
wonderful people in the local Finnish community 
in the process of carrying out the duties of FFSC 
President.  It was a privilege to be able to 
contribute something positive to the Finnish 
community of the greater Seattle area. 

This experience has also made me much 
more aware of my Finnish heritage. The 
connections with other Finnish-Americans and 
Finns, and the involvement in various events, 
especially our annual Independence Day 
Celebration, have strengthened the ties to my 
Finnish ancestors and to my many cousins in 
Finland. 

None of the accomplishments of the past 
three years would have been possible without 
the support of the FFSC Board members with 

whom I have served for all or part of the last 
three years: Gary London, Pentti Rinne, Paula 
Price, Minna Rudd, John Stephens, Doris 
Johnston, James Goff, Petra Mengelt, Joel Wasti, 
Helja Nurmela, Lena Hartikainen, Brad Borland, 
and Wade Hollingshaus. Thanks to all of you for 
your hard work.  

I am retiring from the office of FFSC 
President, but I will continue to be involved in 
Finnish events over the next several years. See 
you all at the Pohjan Lualu Concert, the Finnish 
Community Bazaar, and Independence Day. 

Byron Wicks, FFSC President,  
July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2003 

 

 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 

The Finnish Lutheran Church is 
located just north of Seattle, 
Washington at 8504 13th Avenue 
NW. We offer worship services in 
both the Finnish and English 
languages. The Finnish Language 
Worship Service is on the 2nd, 
4th & 5th Sundays of each 
month. The English Language 
Worship service is offered on the 

1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Our Worship 
Services begins at 11:00AM on each Sunday. We 
offer a Sunday School for the younger people to 
attend during the Worship Service. We encourage 
you to stay and join us for coffee and refreshments 
following the Worship Service and allow us to share 
our hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 
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Irene (Irja) Ellen O'Connor Berg 
Irene Ellen O’Connor Berg, a resident of the 

Amanda Park area since 1946, died Wednesday, 
April 30, 2003 at Grays Harbor Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Aberdeen. She was 89. 
She was born in Waukegan, Illinois on February 2, 
1914 to Evert Juho and Vera (Peraniity) Saarela. 
She was a child of immigrants who came to the 
United States from Finland by ship, which took 13 
days to cross the Atlantic. The family made their 
home in Illinois and she graduated from High 
School in Waukegan. On November 6, 1934 she 
married William “Bill” J. O’Connor in Chicago. He 
died in 1985. On November 5, 1994 she married 
Ellsworth “Whitey” Berg. He survives at the family 
home in Amanda Park.  

The O’Connors were both interested in nature 
and the outdoors and were thinking of leaving 
Chicago for a more tranquil life. Mr. O’Connor had 
been to the Olympic Peninsula and thought it 
would be the place for them to live. In 1946 they 
moved to the Amanda Park area and purchased 
Lochaerie “Eagles Nest on the Lake”. They owned 
and operated “Lochaerie” until 1984.  

Irene was a Mycologist, Botanist, Artist and 
Author. She was a member of the Grays Harbor 
R.S.V.P (Retired Senior Volunteer Program). She 
received a plaque in 1989 in recognition of her 
work with the group. She also was one of R.S.V.P’s 
calendar artists, which was the group’s yearly 
money making project. A member of the Twin 
Harbors and Seattle Mushroom Club. The Quinault 
Garden Club, which she was a past-president. The 
Lake Quinault Community Association and the 
North Shore Association. She and Bill were Charter 
members of the Olympic Peninsula Travel 
Association and were also founding members and 
on the board of PSMS (Puget Sound Mycological 
Society) for which she designed their logo and 
bumper sticker.  

Not one to sit idle, in 1951 she was the 
recipient of a life membership to Washington 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, she had also 
received their Golden Acorn Award. 1967 award 
for outstanding performance as a community 
leader from the Aberdeen Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. 1975 Certificate of 
Appreciation for Outstanding Voluntary Action for 
the State of Washington. 1988 Award from the 
Olympic National Park for her valuable 
contributions. 1987 United State Department of 
the Interior National Park Service V.I.P Certificate 
in recognition of her generous contribution to the 
Volunteers in Parks Program.  

Irene had many interests but nature and 
mushrooms where high on her list. She was 
instrumental in the design, creation and 
promotion of the ½ mile Maple Glade Rain Forest 
Trail at Quinault. She did illustrations for a 
visitor’s brochure and the map of the trail for the 
trail guide. She and her husband, Bill, delivered 
Matsutake mushrooms to Keiro Nursing Home in 
Seattle; after her husband passed away, Irene 

continued the tradition. She will be remembered 
for her interest in gathering and teaching about 
mushrooms on the Olympic Peninsula.  

As an author in 1962 she wrote An 
Introduction to the Quinault Valley Rain Forest, 
which included her pen-and-ink drawings. 1966 
Traditional Recipes from Finland, 
which included recipes in both 
Finnish and English and was 
illustrated by her. 1971 The 
Hazardous Life of the Salmon, 
which was written by both Bill 
and Irene and illustrated by 
Irene. 1973 A Glance at 
Mushrooms on the Olympic Rain 
Forest for the Occasional Visitor. 1975 Common 
Mosses of the Pacific Coast, which she did the 
illustrations for, and Paper Craft-the young-the 
old-the handicapped.  

She enjoyed art and taught 1st and 3rd 
graders at the Rain Forest Christian Academy. She 
also donated her collection of Celluloid (the first 
plastic) to the Quinault Museum. She made 
ceramics, painted water colors, made her own 
stationery, postcards and note cards decorated 
with her pen-and-ink drawings of local 
mushrooms, sea shells, conifers and Rain Forest 
scenes.  

In addition to her husband, “Whitey,” she is 
survived by her son, Terry O’Connor of Montesano, 
her daughter, Laura Willarene Sugden of Seattle; 
nine grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren. A 
sister, Laura Helen Kristensen, died before her. 
Memorial Services were held on May 10th at the 
Aberdeen Rotary Log Pavilion and the Quinault 
Valley Chapel. Memorial donation are suggested to 
the Lake Quinault Volunteer Fire Department. 
Friends are invited to share memories at 
www.whitesidefamilymortuaries.com and sign the 
family’s online guestbook. 
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CHARTREUSE  

711 East Pike Street on Capital Hill, 

Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage 

Scandinavian and international new 

design  

Many designer pieces from the 1950s 

through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal 

Copenhagen, Holmegaard,  

Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

Arts and Crafts 
Featured For 25th 
Annual Finnish 
Community 
Bazaar,  
November 1 
 
The 25th annual Finnish 
Community Bazaar at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum 
will feature children's 
activities and an arts-
crafts exhibition in the 
adjacent classrooms to the 
auditorium. 
 
Individuals who have art 
and craft to display or sell 
should contact coordinator 
Liisa Mannery.  
 
Liisa can be reached at 
206 783 0894 or 
liisa@liisamannery.com 

Seattle International Film Festival  
May 22nd – June 15th 

 
Two Finnish films will be playing at the Seattle International Film Festival in early June. 
Both films are played in their original language with English subtitles. (www.kinoproduction.fi/fi) 
 
ELINA HANDCUFF KING  
6/11 4:45 pm Egyptian Theatre 6/10 4:45 pm Harvard Exit 
6/13 6:30 pm Broadway Performance Hall 6/12 7:00 pm Pacific Place Cinemas 
 
For tickets and more information, go to http://www.seattlefilm.com/siff/ 

ELINA—NÄKYMÄTÖN ELINA 

Ten-year old Elina is a stubborn and lonely child, grieving for her father who died some years ago of 
tuberculosis, whose tactic of non-cooperation is met head on by her fearsome head teacher. When 
Elina wanders too far in the local marshes and is nearly swallowed up, she finally learns she is loved 
and needed. Ravishingly beautiful, first-timer Klaus Haro has delivered a tear-jerking treat.  
 
HANDCUFF KING—KAHLEKUNINGAS 
12 year-old Esko has a highly developed imagination and a philosophy of “doing wrong the right way.” 
He’s on the out-and-out with his gang and having serious family problems. His only friend, Patrick, is 
from the “enemy” country (Sweden) and is an ardent fan of the legendary escape artist Henry 
Houdini—while Esko imagines he’s Rommel. A perfect realization of Finnish life and character in a 
border town in the ‘70s. 
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The photograph taken in Lawson, King County, Washington, USA, has no 
identification of the individuals it captured on March 27, 1904. Lawson, near 
present-day Black Diamond, WA, was a community composed of many Finnish 
families.  

The Black Diamond Historical Society seeks the names of the individuals and the 
occasion of the celebration for which the photograph was taken. Note: In 1904, 
Easter Sunday was a week after the photo was taken. All information is welcome 
and appreciated. 

You may contact the Historical Society by email at bdmuseum@foxinternet.com, 

by snail mail at PO Box 232, Black 
Diamond, WA 98010-0232, or JoAnne 
Matsumura, Archivist, 1110 Wildwood 
Blvd. SW, Issaquah, WA 98027-4503. 

Good Time in Lawson, Wa, March 27, 1904 
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 Cruise on the Amati 

October 28, 2002  

We have finally left mainland Europe behind, 
and have arrived at islands of Madeira (Porto 
Santo), after 3 days and nights in the Atlantic 
Ocean. We were really going crazy waiting for 
favorable winds in Lagos, while the worst storms 
since 12 years hit central Europe. We're now 
happy to be out of the bad weather systems, and 
far out here in the very sunny and warm (26C or 
80F) subtropical paradise. There's an awesome 
beach right next to the harbor, and the water is 

quite warm here, too.  

Leaving Portugal we 
had some huge swell 
running from the 
storms in the north, so 
that occasionally big 
ships kept 
disappearing in the 
troughs of the waves. 
We had practically no 
wind, so it meant a 
rolly ride for us. 
Luckily by now all of 
us have strong 
stomachs, so no one 
got seasick. I did take 
some seasickness 

medication (an ear patch) for the sake of trying it 
out, but all I got was a migraine (next time I'll go 
"natural" for sure). Arriving here we were 
surprised to meet our old Russian friends from St. 
Petersburg. They had been drifting around in the 
bad storm for two weeks, and broken some gear. 
They look very happy now: I think surviving 
something that bad makes you enjoy life even 
more. Russians are tough...  

Because of the lack of wind, we motored 
practically the whole 450 nautical miles. This 
burned less than half of our fuel, so we know that 
we can motor up to 1,000 miles. But sailing is 
certainly more pleasant, as the boat will have a 
steadier motion, and the rig will be quieter. 
However, we were glad to have that long of a 
range, as our British friends were left wallowing 
around in the calms for a couple of days without 
enough fuel to motor on. Nikki called some of the 
ships on the radio to check if we were visible on 
their radar: we were glad to get a positive 
answer. Thomas was standing by far the longest 
watches at the helm station: practically one 
whole day and part of the nights. Nikki and myself 
alternated 3-hour watches through the 12-hour 
nights.  

Besides ships, we saw quite a lot of sea life. 
Dolphins were playing on our bow wave on several 
occasions, jumping and swimming like little 

torpedoes right next to our boat. They look very 
happy showing off their acrobatics. We also saw 
some whales and sea turtles. It's amazing that the 
sea turtles are floating around hundreds of miles 
from land.  

Matti and Thomas each caught a tuna fish; 
thus we got a very fresh and delicious meal of 
fried tuna right after. This will be very welcome 
when we cross the Atlantic.  

We'll probably spend a week or so in Madeira 
before heading down towards the Canaries.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati  

November 6, 2002  

After two days and nights of sailing, we 
arrived this morning at Las Palmas, Gran Canaria. 
This is where the ARC-rally across the Atlantic 
starts from, we have now until the 24th to get 
everything ready. This time we had an excellent 
sail: broad reaching with fairly steady winds 
around 20 knots from NE. No need to use the 
engine except around the harbors. I had 
calculated our average speed to be 6 knots, but 
despite having a double reef on both the main and 
the genoa, we were going faster. For the last 
hours we rolled the genoa in completely to slow 
us down, so that we wouldn't arrive before 
sunrise. The last night we overtook our British 
friends on Canina, even though they left a day 
earlier. It's always fun to talk to the other sailors 
on the radio to see how they are doing. Many 
boats are struggling with seasickness; we haven't 
had anybody seasick since the Swedish waters.  

We had again good size waves, around 2-3 
meters tall. Sleeping is a bit of a challenge, 
because the boat is noisy: water rushing against 
the hull, things banging around especially in the 
galley, and a cacophony of various stress sounds 
from the rigging. It's also hard to stay in place 
with the boat rolling: lying as flat as possible 
often works, or bracing against the hull or lee 
clothes. The kids seem to have no trouble 
snuggling up somewhere, and no amount of noise 
or motion seems to wake them up. I got thrown 
across the pilothouse once: good thing Amati 
doesn't have very wide-open spaces to fly across. 
Waves even in the middle of the ocean are 
unpredictable, and can catch you off guard. The 
first day you feel quite uncomfortable, but after 
the 10,000th wave everything seems normal 
again.  

Our Navtex received a warning of a swarm of 
locusts approaching from Africa. Well, we thought 
that the modern sail materials are not very 
appealing to locusts, and all our vegetables are 

(Continued on page 11) 

The continuing saga of the Niemistö family. . . . . . . . 
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well stowed away. Luckily, we didn't see a single 
locust.  

We really enjoyed Madeira. The most unique 
experience was the traditional wicker basket ride 
from the top of the town to the bottom. Each 
basket is steered down through the roads by two 
men with two passengers in the basket that just 
skids along the pavement at 
high speed. Other than that 
we enjoyed the nature very 
much: quite mountainous 
and dramatic with excellent 
views from the various 
walking trails. So far Gran 
Canaria doesn't look nearly 
as inviting, but we might 
change our minds after 
having a chance to explore a 
little more.  

The kids are having a 
ball with so many playmates 
here. Yes, there's a danger that this whole thing 
will turn into one enormous party with all the 225 
ARC boats packed into one corner in the harbor. 
We still have a long list of things to do, and we 
need to keep up with the kids' schooling, too. 
However, we are glad to have made it safely to 
our last port on this side of the Atlantic, despite 
the warnings of biblical plagues and all.  

Nikki said she would still write about the 
great Halloween party she organized in Madeira 
among other things.  

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati  

November 8, 2003 

Dear friends and family,  

Being finally in Las Palmas, from where the 
Atlantic Rally for Cruisers starts, feels really good. 
We had our ups and downs in these last 5 months 
ever since we left Finland, but now there seem to 
be only some new fun challenges ahead. I think 
my worst down was, when we were trapped in 
gorgeous Lagos, Algarve, Portugal, where I felt 
like in a mousehole waiting for the right weather 
and wind to cross over to Madeira. Only later Juha 
read in one of the guides, that we were doing this 
passage kind of late in the year, where it is more 
likely to get hit by westerly lows coming through.  

On our passage to Madeira (3 nights , 3 days, 
450 nm), our time in Madeira, and our next 
passage to Gran Canaria ( 2 nights, 2 days, 300 
nm), we got the first taste how it is to be without 
running fresh water all the time, and continuous 
shore power. The brand new marina in Canical, 
Madeira, had not put in the water lines on the 
dock yet, so that we lived for more than a week 
only on our 700 liter fresh water supply on the 
boat. The kids got used to getting handed a 
beaker every evening with exactly 500 ml of fresh 
water from which they had to wash their faces 
and hands, brush their teeth, and rinse their 

toothbrush. (This is a real art – try it yourself at 
home some time!) Washing dishes was done with 
our salt water pump with only a sparingly fresh 
water rinse afterwards. Well, we arrived in Las 
Palmas with lots of fresh water left in our tanks. 
However, on these islands where most of the fresh 
water comes from desalination plants, water is 
more expensive than wine, and I hope the kids 
have learned a lesson that water is a rare and 
very precious commodity in many countries in this 

world.  

Juha and I got used to our 3-
hour night watch schedule, 
and we are very comfortable 
with it. A very close 
encounter with a huge 
container ship on our last 
passage in the middle of the 
night (and we were not in any 
traffic zones) reminded us 
again how important it is to 
have one person actively 
sitting outside and holding 
watch all night (no matter 

where you are). Because of Juha's red/green 
blindness, he could not identify the 
containership's navigation lights (green for 
starboard, red for port) early on, so by the time 
he woke me up, we could already see the ship's 
huge bow wave and hear the ship's engine noise 
against the wind - he was probably 1 mile on our 
starboard side. We put on our mast strobe light, 
tried to contact the ship by VHF twice (no 
answer), and made a wild attempt to get out of 
the way by putting the engine on full power. The 
container ship passed probably less than 1/2 mile 
behind us, but we were wide awake for the rest of 
the night.  

Yes, in non-pumpkin-land, we did have a very 
modest Halloween party for the kids. We were 
moored in Canical, Madeira, on the 31st of 
October, and I had hunted down 3 squash-gourd 
looking pumpkins that were more long and narrow 
than wide. Sweating, I managed to carry them 
more than 5 miles on our bike from the town to 
the harbor – it was worth the effort. We invited 
our British cruising friends with their children over 
to carve them, have treats and do other fun 
crafts. The kids went trick-or-treating to 3 
different boats and had very inventive costumes. 
(Black mesh mosquito netting for a Vampire gown, 
shredded white dacron sail material as a ghost 
costume). In the evening we put the pumpkins 
with the candles on inside on our foredeck, to 
keep the evil spirits away from our boat. It looked 
very pretty. I am amazed how grateful the 
children have become for whatever we do, 
because they realize how difficult normal tasks 
can be on a boat.  

With my British friend Allison, we decided to 
write a cookbook entitled "Your most favorite 
food to cook on board after 5 Beaufort ". We've 
done already some research and our Russian 

(Continued from page 10) 
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friends, who went through a gale force 8/9 from 
Portugal to Madeira, recommended mashed 
potatoes from a bag. Yeah, cooking is a challenge, 
even if you have a cardanic hanging stove. The 
first challenge starts with just getting all your 
food items or ingredients out of your storage 
areas and fridge without having everything else 
spill over, fall over, fall out, being messed up, 
etc. Once you have managed that (and this takes 
maybe only 30 minutes), half the deal is already 
done. Then, when you have thrown everything 
into the pan on your cardanic hanging stove, and 
when there are waves of 3-5 meters hitting your 
boat from the side, you just amazingly stare in 
the pan, that tilts more than 40 degrees back and 
forth, and wonder, how the food can stay in there 
without landing on the floor. So, if you have a 
favorite recipe to cook after force 5 Bft., tested 
out, please submit it to me.  

Schooling is not going quite the way we 
thought it would. The Calvert curriculum is very 
well structured, but just too broad and all 
encompassing. There are just not enough hours in 
the day to fit everything in, and we have never 
finished so far the prescribed daily lessons, as it is 
recommended in the Calvert curriculum. Even 
though our lessons are very intense, and Matti is 
already 1/2 through his whole Math book for the 
year, I feel, that they lack hands-on experiments 
in science (as prescribed in the curriculum), and 
in creative writing/language. Recently Matti 
discovered his children’s microscope that we took 
along, and so we have been preparing microscopic 
slides with all kinds of samples to look at (potato 
peel, plant leaf, fresh water, salt water, fish 
scales, jelly fish, insects, hair from different 
animals, etc.), for the past 3 weeks. The good 
thing is, that all the kids profit from these mutual 
activities – even Anti knows now how to handle a 
microscope.  

Antti often gets blamed for too many things, 
and his big brothers certainly don't mince their 
words, either. After one such incident Anti had a 
serious melt-down with severe home sickness, 
where the whole world was just crushing down on 
him and he threatened us to move in seriously and 
forever with his best friend Thomas H. back on 
Mercer Island. He burst into tears, but he was 
brave enough to work on his emotions by 
producing a 10 page stapled together booklet, 
where he drew/colored our house on Mercer 
Island, with every single room on each page 
represented. I think this year off from all the 
hustle and bustle of scheduled kid activities, gives 
the children a chance to really think what they 
want to do with their lives when we come back.  

The fun thing here in Las Palmas is meeting 
so many other families from all over the world 
with common interests. I felt right at home when 
our boat got invaded by a whole gang of 12 kids 2 
minutes after our tiring 48 hour passage from 
Madeira. The boat was all messy, the deck salty, 
slippery and dangerous, the lee clothes were still 

all strapped on in the salon, but the kids had a 
party. They ate all our chips and drank all our 
remaining drinks and were happy to be together.  

What are the kids doing while we are on our 
longer passages? Depending on the weather (when 
it's calm we really try to do some schooling), we 
found that each child has his preference: Matti 
likes to play board games, Gameboy, read books 
or go fishing (take care of our traveling lines), 
Thomas sits endless hours and goes on watch, 
checking all the instruments and filling in our 
official log book meticulously every hour, and Anti 
likes to play games, read, or help me cooking. All 
of them enjoy our precious evening hours together 
sitting out in the cockpit, enjoying the endless 
stars above us and telling the most amazing 
stories. After that they fall asleep wherever they 
find a lee cloth that secures them, and we can 
enjoy some peaceful night watches.  

Our main concern here in Las Palmas, before 
we leave on 11/24 for St. Lucia, is to get our 
watermaker fixed (it broke down when we used it 
for the first time) and our moody SSB radio 
working, which has somewhere a bad connection. 
After these fixes we'll be in heaven and ready to 
leave. My brother from Germany is coming on 
11/17 to join us for the crossing. The kids are 
excited to have another crew member on board. I 
hope, my brother knows what kind of a gourmet 
kitchen he is getting into for 4 weeks.  

So long, from Amati crew Nikki.  

November 21, 2002 

Hi everyone!  

We've been now 2 weeks here in Las Palmas 
and life has been very busy. The atmosphere in 
this crowded harbor is ranging from excitement, 
nervousness, cheer panic to partying mood. There 
are over 225 boats moored here, waiting for the 
Atlantic Rally Crossing to start, and everybody has 
something to repair on their boats. Some people 
had whole engines replaced in the last minute, 
others still fix new stoves, solar panels, 
generators, watermakers etc. – the repair list is 
near endless. Others again have their boat still 
hauled out and do rudder repairs etc. We have 
most of our major repairs "done". The unreliable 
SSB could not be fixed even after 3 different 
servicemen checked it out. The watermaker works 
after Juha received spare parts from the US but I 
call it a "Juha-fix": even though it is producing 
freshwater, it leaks saltwater at the same time. 
So Juha just drilled some holes into the floor of 
the cabinet, so that the leaking salt water can 
drain into the bilge. I just hope, that the 
watermaker produces more fresh water than it 
leaks saltwater.  

Today I got my second last shopping for the 3 
week provisioning done; among the only Spanish 
speaking butchers, a little red-haired girl helped 
me choose the long lasting meats, and we get 
everything vacuum packed and frozen delivered to 

(Continued from page 11) 
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the boat in 2 days. Then we only need to buy 
some fruits and vegetables.  

So far we have been so busy that we have 
seen only the harbor and the provisioneers. We 
are still planning to do a short island sightseeing 
trip 2 days before we leave. On Sunday, the 17th 
of November, my brother joined us as crew, and 
everything has been going smoothly so far.  

The kids are having a great time with 
different activities each day; today they had a 
fancy dress making workshop for the fancy dress 
party tonight. Tomorrow there will be at 9:00 
a.m. a sextant workshop for them, an SAR 
helicopter demonstration, live flare 
demonstration, life raft inflation 
demonstration etc.  

One of our neighbor boats packed an 
artificial Christmas tree today onto their 
boat; it was a strange feeling to see a green 
tree on that boat, 
especially when it 
is 30 degrees 
Celsius, and 
everybody is 
running around in 
shorts. The tree 
looked kind of out 
of place.  

You can follow our daily position (compared 
with the other boats) on the website of 
www.worldcruising.com.   

Nikki  

Yes, this has been a very busy 2+ weeks. As 
Nikki said, I've gone through everything I could 
think of in the boat, and everything looks good to 
go. The watermaker troubles I could better 
describe with a lot of "colorful" Finnish attributes. 
At least now I can RTFM, when I finally received 
the right one after the third try.  

But overall, it has been a lot of fun here!  

We will be sending/receiving e-mails also 
from the middle of the Atlantic every day, as we 
are required to report our noon positions to 
http://www.worldcruising.com . There's a page 
there where you can see all the positions and 
tracks of selected yachts right on the map.  

Juha  

To be continued …... 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
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By Robert Purser 

(Second half of a architecture/design tour of the 
Nordic countries conducted by Carolyn and Bob 
Purser, Summer 2002) 

Finland has been a leader in design and 
architecture the past century and Helsinki is a 
great place to discover it.  Our architecture and 
design tour had just traveled through 
southwestern Finland and were headed to our 

final destination.  But first I had to show them my 
favorite contemporary church.  As we approached 
Helsinki from the north so we detoured off the 
E12 to see the Myyrmäki Church built in 1984.  
The architect Juha Leiviskä has had no small task 
building a church on a narrow piece of land by a 
train line.  The exterior is handsome but the 
interior is the best.  The play of light and subtle 
color and rhythm of white baffles and soft blue 
textiles are richly restrained.  Leiviskä must have 

learned much about light from his hero Erik 
Bryggman. 

Upon arrival in Helsinki, our group got settled 
in a hotel near the train station and split into 
smaller groups to find an evening meal. After 
dinner we reassembled and were off to see 
Kiasma, the new museum of contemporary art 
designed by Steven Holl.  I can understand why 
Holl was chosen to do this museum.  More than 
any other American architect, Steven Holl knows 

how to use light and Finns are always 
interested in light.  (Holl, a Washington 
State native, designed St. Ignatius 
Chapel at Seattle University and the 
Bellevue Art Museum.)  Although the 
sculptural aspects of this building are 
wonderful the way light penetrated the 
art galleries was quite distracting.  
Granted we visited after 9 PM near the 
summer solstice.  The light would be 
quite different in the winter. 

I love Helsinki’s modern architecture 
but just as interesting are works of the 
early 20th Century.  At this time 
architecture in the Western world was 
taking a sudden turn, rejecting classic 
European styles and searching for 
regional identity.  Finland was trying to 
discover what was Finnish (rather than 
Russian or Swedish).  Russia had given 
Finland a little slack and the country 
was finding its traditional language and 
legends.  In 1835 Elias Lönnrot 
produced the Kalevala, Finland’s 
national epic poem.  By the early part 
of the 19th century it was known all 
over the country.  Three young 
architects Herman Gesellius, Armas 
Lindgren and Eliel Saarinen startled 
visitors to the 1900 Paris World Fair 
with a most unusual building 
representing Finland.   It included huge 
murals of Finnish life painted on the 
walls by Akseli Gallen-Kellela who was 
known for his marvelous illustrations of 
the Kalevala.  Helsinki soon recognized 
the trio’s talent.  In 1901 they were 
asked to design the Pohjola Insurance 
Building.  The exterior of this rustic 

stone building in the heart of the financial district 
is alive with carvings of critters from the 
Kalevala.  Likewise the interior suggests the 
mystery of the forest but has touches of modern 
motifs and materials of the time.  The facade of 
the National Museum of Finland, (near the Railway 
Station) designed by the trio in 1906 likewise has 
touches of these same elements.  When you visit, 
don’t miss the wonderful murals by Gallen-Kallela 

(Continued on page 15) 
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in the museum’s entry.   

In 1904 Eliel Saarinen won a competition to 
design the city railway station.  Although it was 
not built for ten years, it’s a masterpiece of 
modern architecture and established Eliel 
Saarinen one of Finland’s premier architects of 
the 20th Century.   

Not to be missed in the architecture of this 
period are two buildings by Lars Sonck, the 1905 
Helsinki Telephone Company Building and the 
Finnish Mortgage Society Building of 1909.  Like 
Saarinen’s buildings, these are unique examples of 
Finland’s self discovery and emergence as a great 
competitor of world architecture.  Most of the 
buildings of the early 20th 
Century are located near the 
railroad station or are on or 
around the Esplanade between 
Mikankatu and Kaserngatan. 

The second day in 
Helsinki our group enjoyed a 
trek to the west of Helsinki to 
see Hvitträsk, the home of 
Saarinen, Gesellius and 
Lindgren.  Gesellius and 
Lindgren lived there only a 
short time. After that it was 
the home of the Eliel 
Saarinen’s family.  Even after 
moving to Michigan, the 
Saarinen family returned there 
in the summers.  Hvitträsk 
gives one a sense of what life 
was like in the country.  It is 
located near a beautiful lake 
(about a quarter mile behind 
the house).  There one finds a 
lovely view and on the shore 
the sauna Saarinen built for his 
family. 

On our way back to the city we stopped in 
Tapiola for lunch.  This is a good example of a 
planned city started in 1955.  It is still a vibrant 
community constantly evolving.  Much of the land 
was set aside for communal use.  In Tapiola one 
finds a number of fine examples of the best of 
Finnish housing solutions from the 1950’s to 
present day.   

Speaking of housing our group enjoyed 
visiting a much older community, the Puu Käpylä 
residential area, built in Helsinki in the 1920’s.  
The wooden apartments at first look much the 
same but the ornamentation and details are quite 
varied and playful.  Our group really enjoyed this 
area and chatting with the residents who often 
wait years to get these wonderful old apartments. 

Two Helsinki museums that were a vital part 
of our design tour were the Museum of Finnish 
Architecture and the Museum of Art and Design.  

They are located back to back just three blocks 
west of the Esplanade.  The Museum of Art and 
Design  had a one of the best exhibitions I’ve ever 
seen of the famous Finnish designer Sarpaneva.  
He has designed everything from beautiful glass to 
flatware.  The architecture museum had an 
exhibition of buildings proposed but not built by 
Alvar Aalto.  A new architecture museum is now 
being built a mile or so west, near the Hietalahti 
market.   

Helsinki has great public transportation and is 
easy to get around in, especially if you figure out 
the trolley routes.  One morning our group took 
the number 6 to the eastern end of the line to see 
the Arabia Factory.  This is one of the largest 
ceramic factories in the world with a long-

standing reputation for good design.  
Unfortunately the Arabia ceramic museum of was 
closed but the seconds shop wasn’t.  There our 
group found many great bargains.  My wife and I 
bought a new set of coffee mugs (that we use 
each morning) for only three Euros each (of course 
that didn’t include shipping).  Arabia also has a 
nice cafe to rest from your shopping and enjoy a 
cup of coffee or lunch. 

Helsinki is full of stores showing good design.  
First stop is the Artek showroom right on the 
corner of Högbergsgaten and the Esplanade.  Here 
you can view not only the long tradition of good 
Finnish design in furniture but some of the latest 
innovations.  This is a great place to see much of 
the work of Finland’s leading furniture designer of 
the mid 20th Century, Alvar Aalto.  But new ideas 
other contemporary Nordic designers are also on 
display.  Streets near the harbor revealed smaller 

(Continued from page 14) 
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shops featuring one of a kind designs by up and 
coming designers and craftsmen. 

You may also associate Marimekko with 
Finland. There are three such stores in central 
Helsinki but the bargains are at the Marimekko 
seconds store located at the factory.  We didn’t 
have time to get out to that venue on this trip but 
have found great bargains there in the past. 

The final event of our design tour was on the 
Island of Suomenlinna where we had our last 
dinner with the group at the Wahalla restaurant.  
This is located at the far end of the island in the 
bowels of an old fort.  Suomenlinna is historically 
important to Finland for it here that the country 
was transferred from Sweden to Russia early in 
the 19th Century.  A ferry ride to Suomenlinna 
and back is an inexpensive way (same price as a 
trolley ride) to view the city at sunset (about 
10:30 in our case). 

After the participants of our design tour 
returned to Seattle my wife and I had one extra 
day in Helsinki before going to Umeä, Sweden to 
visit cousins.  In the morning we popped in at 
Ateneum Art Museum (across from the train 
station) to see a fine collection of 18th Century 
Finnish painting.  Many of these works are 

pictorial scenes of Finland years ago. They 
illustrate the history of the country.  In the 
afternoon we had time to visit the island of 
Seurasaari, a wonderful outdoor museum of 
traditional Finnish architecture and culture.  
Unfortunately we had to rush to catch a plane so 
this interesting site has moved to the top of our 
list for our next visit to Helsinki. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Pohjola 

Midsummer Day / Juhannuspäivä 
 

The midsummer celebration, Juhannus, is a 
combination of the magic of a light-filled night 
and traditions such as folk dancing. The 
traditional Midsummer Day was June 24 (also 
Johannes and Juhani Day). Today it is 
celebrated on the closest Saturday—this year on 
June 21. 
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Nordic Heritage Museum (NHM) 
3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle,  WA  98117 

(206) 789-5707    http://www.nordicmuseum.com 

Connect with your roots! 
Preserve a rich heritage for your family 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

Salolampi is a Finnish language village (for ages 7-18) in Minnesota operated by Concordia College 
and supported by the Salolampi Foundation. Salolampi is a beautiful Finnish Village nestled in the 
North Woods. Our authentic architecture offers you a realistic and enchanting atmosphere in which to 
explore Finnish language and culture. Personalized, hands-on learning activities are the key, and 
native and expert speakers will introduce you to modern Finland. For more information,  
call 800-222-4750, 218-299-4544 or email info@concordialanguagevillages.org 
For FFSC sponsored scholarships, contact FFSC President Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or email at 
ByWicks@aol.com. 

Salolampi Scholarships Available 

Finnish Week coming in June! Two major events 
are planned for the first week in June that will 
focus on Finland, past and present. A Reception 
on Sunday June 1, will mark the opening of 
“Marimekko Modness,” (on display through Nov 
2003) an exhibit that will feature one of Finland’s 
most successful companies. Marimekko, the 
company that manufactures clothes, textiles, and 
accessories, was founded 50 year ago by Armi 
Ratia. She herself has been described as “a work 
of art, an artist, a Karelian, strong and 
demanding.” And the company too, still lives up 
to the image of its creator. (253-535-7532) 

The Scandinavian Cultural Center at PLU will 
present an old fashioned Finnish “Crown Wedding” 
on Sat June 7 at 5 PM. Along with the lovely 

ceremony, there will be music and dancing, 
featuring Tanhuajat, Nordic Exposure &Northwest 
Pelimannit. Dinner fare will be typical country 
and will include meat soup, dark rye bread, and 
hard tack and butter, followed by berry pudding 
with cream along with coffee and cookies. 

Tickets are $20. Checks should be sent to the 
Scandinavian Cultural Center, Pacific Lutheran 
University, Tacoma, WA 98447. For information, 
please call Essi Krebs at (360) 459-7107. 

Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) Special Events in June 
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by Minna Rudd  
 

Seattlen Suomi Koulu’s 4th Annual 
Spring Fundraiser event, the spring 
luncheon & auction, took place at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum on Sunday April 
27th. We would like to extend our warmest 

thanks 
to all of 
you 
who 

supported our 
efforts either 
by donating 
funds, items for 
the auction, 
time to 
volunteer, or 
simply by 
attending the 
event! Special 
thanks to 
Finlandia 
Foundation 
Seattle 

Chapter for its donation of $200.00 for 
event expenses; it was greatly 
appreciated and helped keep the cost 
down. 

This year we experimented with a 
new menu, with the help of Marjaana 
Rinne and Tarja Lappalainen as the 
kitchen chairs. The luncheon menu 
included Karelian stew with potatoes, 
green salad, zucchini soup and rye bread, 
with berry soup, coffee and pastries for 
dessert. Program was mainly musical with 
performances by school students and 
other local talents. The most exciting part 
of the event may have been the auction, 
both silent and live, with Rita Koski as our 
clever auctioneer.  

The event attendance was somewhat 
lower than in some other years, with 
about 100 paid guest and children. The 
Spring Luncheon & Auction raised about 
$3,100 for the school general operating 
budget for the upcoming school year. 

Ideas for next year’s fundraiser are already 
brewing, if you’d like to join in the planning, 
contact Minna at 425-831 7061 or 
minnarudd@hotmail.com for more info. 

Finnish School Fundraiser News  

Quiet moment at the ticket sales table. Pictured Mikko 
Männistö, Tuuli Ryan and Minna Rudd.  

Saturday students Johanna Männistö 
and Nina Kiaer singing. 

Performing on the piano Markus Hiukka with teacher Seppo 
Hartikainen. 
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Everyone hears what you say. Friends listen to what you say.  
Best friends listen to what you don't say. 
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HANCOCK, MI—On April 27, 2003, Her Excellency, 
President Tarja Halonen was 
presented to graduates as the 
commencement speaker at Finlandia 
University. The University, founded 
in 1896 as Suomi College, welcomed 
President Halonen with open arms as 
she graciously gave 72 hours of her 
personal time to travel to Hancock, 
Michigan ( a 12 hour journey one 
way). Her address to the graduates 
and audience was articulate and 
heartfelt. She encouraged our youth 
with these words: “Travel and 
studies abroad likewise, make you 
young people better prepared to 
face the world. Getting to know 
other peoples and other cultures 
helps you understand the different 
starting points and circumstances of 
others… 
I hope you will grow to a sense of 
internationalism and learn to 
understand and support other young 
people who may not have the opportunity to 

graduate as Bachelors at Finlandia University.” She 
then went on to quote singer/songwriter, Bob Dylan 
and the lyrics from his song “Forever Young” as her 
wish for success and happiness in their future. 

Dr. Robert Ubbelohde, President of Finlandia 
University, also presented Her Excellency with an 

honorary 
Doctor of 
Humane 
Letters 
degree. His 
presentation 
was preceded 
by these 
words, “It is 
easy to be for 
social justice 
without 
caring. (With 
President 
Halonen), 
social justice 
is not an 
election 
theme to get 
elected.  It 
comes from 
her heart and 
the depth of 
her soul. She 
cares about 
people and 
for that 
reason...for 
that deep 

caring in her representation of those often without 
representation, it is my honor to award to Her 
Excellency, President Tarja Halonen the honorary 
doctor of Humane Letters.” 

(Continued on page 21) 

Her Excellency, President Halonen Visits Finlandia University 

Dr. Robert Ubbelohde, Pres. of Finlandia University (l) and 
Rev. Dr. Dale Skogman, Chairman, Finlandia University Board 
of Trustees (r) presenting Her Excellency, President Tarja 
Halonen with honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree 

President Halonen with her husband, Dr. Pentti Arajarvi visiting classroom at Hancock Elemen-
tary School 
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 Following 
commencement ceremonies, 
President Halonen graciously 
participated in a press 
conference with 20 members of 
the press in attendance. She 
fielded questions ranging in 
subject from Bob Dylan to the 
war in Iraq. Immediately 
following, she was interviewed 
by the local television station 
who hosts the longest and only 
continuously running Finnish 
television show in North 
America. 

A reception was held in her 
honor, co-hosted by the 
University and the City of 
Hancock (where the street signs 
are written in English and 
Finnish). Her Excellency, once 
again showed her care for all 
people by informally moving 
about the room, meeting and greeting, posing for 
photos and signing autographs.  

Dr. 
Ubbelohde, 
an Honorary 
Consul of 
Finland for 
the Upper 
Peninsula of 
Michigan, 
was quoted 
as saying: 
“Just having 
her here 
brings pride 
to the 
community.” 
He said ‘she’s 
been pointing 
out 
similarities 
between 
Hancock and 
Finland – 
including 
parts of the 
terrain, 

people, architecture and Finnish flags.’ “I 
think she’s pleased and I think she’s touched by the 
people she’s met,” he added. 

Later that evening, President Halonen and her 
staff were honored with a sit-down dinner showcasing 
the finer foods available in this area. State and City 

dignitaries, along with Finlandia’s faculty and staff 
were in attendance. Toasts to Her Excellency and her 
husband, Dr. Pentti Arajarvi were offered. Gifts and 
well wishes were exchanged.  

The following morning, President Halonen paid a 
visit to the Hancock Elementary School which had 
been visited by Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen, three 
years previously. She was entertained with a 
performance by the children and then asked her staff 
to sing and ‘dance’ for the children’s enjoyment. 

“Her Excellency’s visit was brief, intense and 
extremely enjoyable,” commented Dr. Ubbelohde. 
“We now look forward to future interactions between 
the University and President Halonen, her staff and 
the people and businesses that make up Finland 
itself.” 

(Continued from page 20) 

 

President Halonen at reception held in her honor, co-hosted by Finlandia Uni-
versity and the City of Hancock 
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Recipes 
Finglish Recipe Quiz 
 
From Noel Wannebo 
 

The following is my interpretation of my 
grandmother's handwritten recipe. Can anyone 
figure out what one of the words is? 
 
Rusina (raisin) kukikksia 
2 kuppia (cups) ruskieta (brown ?) sokeria 
(sugar) 
1/2 kuppia voita (butter) 
1/2 kuppia laarltia or soorltia (????)  
2 munaa (eggs) 
1 cup hapanta kermaa (sour cream) 
1/2 tee lusikkaa (teaspoon) suolaa (salt) nutmeg 
1 tee lusikkaa peikin soota (baking soda) 
2 tee lusikkaa peikin pauteria (baking powder) 
4 1/2 kuppia jauhoja (flour) 
1 kuppia notsia (nuts?) 
2 kuppia rusinoita (raisins) 
 
Rasva ja sokeri sekotetaan munat vispaltuana 
hapan maito, soda siihen sekotetaan jauhot ja 
peikin puder viimeksi rusinat ja notsit. (Cream 
butter and sugar, beat eggs. Into the mixture 
mix flour baking powder and finally raisins and 
nuts) 
 
Can anyone figure out the mystery ingredient. 
 
My grandmother, Ester Rosina Andsten, came to 
Ellis Island from Jyvaskyla in 1912 when she was 
fourteen and joined the Finnish Community in 
Brooklyn, New York 

 
Noel at NoelWannebo@cs.com 

FinnFest USA 2004—2005 
Since there was no bid from the West region for 2003, the next FinnFest USA is in Lake Worth, 
Florida in February 2004. Then Marquette, Michigan for August 2005. 
 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 

FFSC Newsletter June/July 2003 



Page  24 FFSC Newsletter 

Finlandia Foundation 
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