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Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

May 25 - June 18  Seattle International Film Festival Seattle & Bellevue, WA 

 
June 

   

3 8 pm Baltic Homeland Concert by Seattle 
Choral Company (SCC) — 

St. Mark’s Cathedral on  
1245 10th Av E, Seattle 

4 3 pm Brown Paper Tickets at 1-800-838-3006 
or buy tickets online at 
www.seattlechoralcompany.org. For 
more info, call 206.363.1100. 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church on  
8398 NE 12th St in Medina  

16—18  Scandinavian Midsummer Festival Clatsop County Fairgrounds,  
Astoria, Oregon 

25 11 am—6 pm Skandia Midsommarfest Saint Edward State Park, 14445 Juanita 
Drive NE, Kenmore WA 

26 — 30 9 an—3 pm NHM’s Annual Heritage Camp for Kids 
ages 7—11. This year’s theme is “Nordic 
Celebrations!” Children will make art 
projects and learn about Nordic 
celebrations. 

NHM 
$95 per child for family members of the 
museum, $110 per child for non-
members. 

28 7:30 pm Films from Finland Series, Nousukausi SCC 

 
July 

   

8-9 Sat—10 am,  
Sun—11 am 

Tivoli - Viking Days NHM, Seattle 

15  Deadline for August FFSC Newsletter  

23 1—5 pm 30th annual Tacoma Finns picnic at the 
Buckley Finn Hall  
Potluck. Coffee, tea, punch furnished.  
Entertainment and doorprizes.  

Location: Hwy. 410 East. Turn right on 
234th Ave. and proceed 1/4 mile to 
Finn Hall. Contact Jo Martin, (253) 752-
5857 for further information. 
Email: tearoselady@harbornet.com   

22  Helsingin Poliisikuoro  
(Helsinki Police Choir) 

Bellingham WA  

23  Helsingin Poliisikuoro  
(Helsinki Police Choir) 

Vancouver BC  

25 7:00 pm Helsingin Poliisikuoro  
(Helsinki Police Choir) 

Seattle WA—HUB Auditorium (Steven’s 
Way), UW Seattle Campus, Tickets: 
$10, call (206) 363-0225 or at the door 

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle   

Continued on Page 28 



Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
 
President, Gary London,  

Phone: 206-632-3357 
garyjlondon@comcast.net 

 
Vice President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 
Email: koskeni@aol.com 

 
Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: genna3@juno.com 
 
Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  

Email: kuisma@u.washington.edu 
 
Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: esko@vzavenue.net 
 
Newsletter Editor, Paula Linnala Price 

Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: paula.price@finns.org 

 
Members-at-Large 

Hailey Lanward (Retiring) 
JoAnne Rudo (New) 
Marja Hall 
Matt Wirkkala 
Mikko Männistö (New) 
Pentti Rinne (Retiring) 
Satu Mikkola 
Mia Spangenberg (New) 
Sirkku Vasama (New) 
 
 

 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by email. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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The annual meeting of an 
organization can be a pretty 
dreary affair, but I, for one, 
didn’t feel that was the case 
with the Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter when we met 
on April 22. Numbers in 
attendance and level of 
enthusiasm were, no doubt, 
increased by the potluck and 
the excellent documentary on 
the Winter War, “Fire and Ice.”  

But I’d like to make a pitch 
for the business portion of the 
meeting as well. Minutes 
appear elsewhere in this 
Newsletter, so I’ll not repeat 
what went on in any detail. 

I do hope, however, that 
you will take time to read the 
minutes – carefully prepared by 
our excellent secretary, 
Karoliina Kuisma. As you read, 
you will discover that a good 
portion of the meeting was 
dedicated to reports – from our 
membership secretary, Esko 
Männistö, from our treasurer, 
Fran Whitehill, from our 
language class liaison, Karoliina 
(wearing another hat), and 
from FF National 
representative, Satu Mikkola. 
These reports provide the FFSC 
board an opportunity to 
account to the membership for 
resources and for programs. 
Those in attendance have an 
opportunity to question, to 

comment, to suggest in 
response to those reports.  

In the interest of time, I 
decided to put aside my “State 
of the FFSC” report at the 
meeting in favor of including it 
in this President’s Message. 
That will certainly expand the 
possibilities for members to 
become familiar with the 
report. I hope it will also raise 
the level of response from you 
members. I’d like to know what 
you think about the direction of 
the organization as outlined in 
this report. 

In last year’s report, I 
noted that increasingly FFSC 
was cooperating with other 
organizations to bring Finnish 
arts, culture, and language to 
our members and to the larger 
community. That trend 
continued over the past year as 
well. Examples are numerous, 
but must include our financial 
and volunteer participation in 
the Finlandia Foundation 
National’s Music and Arts 
Festival last August in Poulsbo. 
Our cooperative relationship 
with Nordic Heritage Museum is 
evident from our donation to its 
annual Aktion in September, 
from our support of its 
application to bring the Sacral 
Space exhibit of modern Finnish 
church architecture to Seattle 
in October and November, and 

from our highly successful, 
first- ever, joint Independence 
Day Dinner Dance in December. 

Fall of 2005 turned out to 
be an unusually busy season of 
involvement with other 
organizations. For example, 
during the same weekend in 
November, we were linked with 
our sister groups in the annual 
Finnish Community Bazaar and 
with the Ethnic Heritage 
Council of Seattle in assembling 
and staffing a booth at the 
yearly Cultural Crossroads event 
in Bellevue’s Crossroads Mall. 
Cooperative work continued in 
the new year, with our co-
sponsorship, along with Suomi 
Koulu, of the Finnish film, Valo, 
in the Seattle Children’s Film 
Festival. In February, our able 
vice president, Rita Vermala-
Koski, represented us at the 
Estonian Independence Day 
Celebration, extending a 
tradition for such exchanges.  

Two thousand and six also 
saw the beginning of a 
significant new relationship 
with the Swedish Cultural 
Center, which serves as a venue 
for our monthly “Films from 
Finland” series, which got 
underway in January. Filling a 
major void in the Seattle area 
for recent Finnish films, the 
series, in its first four entries, 
has drawn audiences ranging 

from 15 to 65. 
With a generous 
grant from 
Finlandia 
Foundation 
National, our 
chapter is now in 
the process of 
purchasing a 
digital projector, 
a portable screen, 
and an all-region 
DVD player, so 
that we will no 
longer have to 
rent or scrounge 
equipment for 
showing films. In 
addition to being 

(Continued on page 5) 

President’s Message 
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the location for our fourth 
Wednesday films, the Cultural 
Center will also be the site for 
our 2006 Finnish Independence 
Day Dinner Dance on December 
2. 

None of the above should 
leave readers thinking that 
FFSC has abandoned its 
traditional activities. On the 
contrary, our language classes, 
now offered for three terms 
instead of two, draw 
enthusiastic students with high 
praise for their instructors – 
John Parker, Jenny Pulju, and 
Ritva Swartz. Moreover, these 
classes also reflect a 
cooperative arrangement, 
which allows us to rent space 
from the Finnish Lutheran 
Church for our Thursday night 
sessions. Our scholarship 
program is strong, and former 
recipients, like Amy Madden at 
our annual meeting, bear 
eloquent witness to the value of 
this financial assistance to 
students of all things Finnish. 
Mia Spangenberg, co-winner 
with Amy last year, is now 
graciously giving back as a 
member of our board, having 
recently been appointed to 
serve out the member-at-large 
term left when Karoliina 
became our secretary. Finally, 
there is this remarkable 
newsletter you are reading. Can 
anyone doubt that this is the 
lifeblood of our FFSC – and of 
the Finnish community in this 

area? It keeps us aware, 
informed, entertained and 
connected. Under Paula Price’s 
editorship, this publication has 
rightly drawn admiration from 
virtually every quarter. This 
“super” issue in your hands is 
largely a product of the hard 
work of Paula and of our intern, 
Iida Repo, who has given 
invaluable assistance in 
improving our communications 
network since her arrival in 
early April. 

In concluding this report, I 
want to thank the officers and 
members-at-large who have 
made all of this activity 
happen. This is a wonderfully 
diverse, interesting, hard-
working, and committed group. 
Our meetings, I’m pleased to 
say, are typically marked by 
laughter, good feelings, and 
mutual support. In the next 
newsletter, I’ll have more to say 
about those who will be leaving 
the board at the end of the 
service cycle on June 30 and 
those who will be coming 
aboard. For now, I have no 
hesitation in declaring the 
“State of FFSC” to be vigorous 
and its future to be full of 
promise.  

~ Gary London 
FFSC President 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

In Memoriam 
Howard Fell, Allan Rein  

Condolences to 
Elsie Hill Fell, in the loss of her husband, 

Howard 

Patricia Rein, in the loss of her husband, 
Allan 
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The Arts 
Add the Seattle Choral 

Company (SCC) to the 
impressive list of Puget Sound 
singing groups highlighting the 
works of Finnish composers. 

In a June 3 and 4 concert 
titled, “Baltic Homeland: 
Folksong Heritage from the 
Baltic Shores,” the SCC will sing 
the music of four of Finland’s 
leading composers, along with 
Latvian Peteris Vasks and Estonia 
Veljo Tormis. 

Included in the repertoire 
from Finland are Jan Sibelius’s 
Raskatava (Beloved), Toivo 
Kuula’s Auringon noustessa 
(Sunrise), Einojuhani 
Rautavaara’s Sommarnatten 
(Summer Night), and Jaakko 
Mäntyjärvi’s El Hambo. These 
pieces run the gamut from the 
tragic Sibelius to the zany 
Mäntyjärvi. 

The SCC was founded in 
1982 by Fred Coleman, who 
continues as conductor in this 
24th concert season. Over the 
years, this group has won 
plaudits from critics and 
audiences. It has released a 
number of compact discs, has 
sung with the Seattle Symphony 
and with the Pacific Northwest 

Ballet, and has traveled to 
places as distant as Australia. 

In turning to the music of 
the Baltic, the SCC notes that 
there are more choirs per capita 
in that region than anywhere 
else in the world. With a choral 
heritage that is centuries old, 
the Baltic states continue a 
strong tradition of communal 
singing and national song 
festivals. For material, choirs 
draw from epic poems, from 
folk song, and from new works 
by choral composers, like 
Mäntyjärvi  

With attention turned to 
Finland, the SCC joins 
TheEsoterics, fresh from a 
triumphant performance of 
Rautavaara’s Vigilia in March, 
and Seattle Pro Musica, which, 
along with TheEsoterics, 
featured the music of Mäntyjärvi 
in holiday concerts in 2004. At 
that time, Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter assisted 
materially in bringing the 
composer to Seattle to hear his 
music sung. With SCC 
performing Mäntyjärvi in its 
upcoming concert, this 
composer is clearly becoming a 
favorite of Seattle-based choirs. 

The June 3 performance of 
SCC is at 8:00 p.m. in St. Mark’s 
Cathedral on 1245 10th Avenue 
East in Seattle, while the June 4 
concert is at 3:00 p.m. in St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church on 
8398 NE 12th Street in Medina. 
For tickets, call Brown Paper 
Tickets at 1-800-838-3006 or buy 
tickets online at 
www.seattlechoralcompany.org. 
For additional information, call 
206.363.1100. 

June / July 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

Finnish Composers Featured in Concert 
Seattle Choral Company 

Finnish Yuppies Learn Some Lessons in June Films From Finland 

The popular Films from Finland series at the 
Swedish Cultural Center continues on June 28 
with Nousukausi (Upswing) – a 2003 comedy about 
an upscale Finnish couple who make important 
discoveries about themselves and their 
relationship when they are plunged into poverty. 

Seeking an ever more exotic and extreme 
vacation, so that they will have bragging rights 
over their shallow friends, Katri and Janne decide 
on a domestic trip of Jakomäki – a Finnish urban 
concrete jungle inhabited by people distinctly 
below them in the socio-economic scale. Deprived 
of all their financial resources through a series of 

misadventures, they are forced to make do in this 
alien environment. They are challenged and 
tested in ways that are both humorous and 
thought-provoking. 

First-time feature director Johanna 
Vuoksenmaa came to film from television, and 
this background is evident in the “reality show” 
structure of Nousukausi. While Vuoksenmaa failed 
to capture the Best Director award in Jussi 
competition, her husband, Mika Ripatti, won for 
Best Script. The film also won the big prize – Best 
Picture, as well at the award for Best Music, by 

(Continued on page 7) 



 Page  7 

FFSC Newsletter June / July 2006 

Ultra Bra’s Kerkko Koskinen. In all, Nousukausi 
garnered an impressive ten Jussi nominations and 
has had wide distribution in film festivals all over 
the world. 

Nousukausi, like all films in the Films from 
Finland series, has English subtitles. It is 98 
minutes in length. Its Finnish rating is K-15 
(Restricted to those 15 and under.) The film has 
language and sexual activity that some viewers 
may find offensive.  

Films in the series are shown at 7:30 p.m. on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month, with the 

exception of July and August. This year’s series 
will resume in September with Pelikaanimies (The 
Pelican Man) – a fantasy film for all ages. A $5.00 
suggested donation is requested of each person 
attending each showing. 

(Continued from page 6) 

       Films from Finland 

June 28  Nousukausi (Upswing), 2003, 95 minutes. 
A Yuppie couple living the good life in Finland decides to take an unusual kind of vacation – one 
that plunges them into a very different kind of existence, without all the advantages they are 
accustomed to. Very funny and very wise. For adults and mature teens. 
    
July 26 and August 23 No films. 
 
September 27 Pelikaanimies (The Pelican Man), 2004, 84 minutes. 
Widely acclaimed by Finnish critics, this movie has also been well received internationally. It is a 
fantasy about a pelican that becomes human and befriends a boy who is adjusting to a move to the 
big city. Naturally, the adult world begins to intrude. For the entire family. 
 
October 25 Eläville ja Kuolleille (For the Living and the Dead), 2005. 
Based closely on a true story, this film explores the aftermath of a death of a son on the survivors – 
father, mother, and brother. Hannu-Pekka Björklund won a Jussi for his realistic portrayal of the 
grief-stricken father. Tender, touching, and brutally honest. For adults and mature teens.    
 
November 22 Vares, 2004, 95 minutes. 
From a popular series of novels about private detective Jussi Vares, this film has a convoluted plot, 
a hard-drinking anti-hero, a beautiful blond femme fatale, and a superior supporting cast of 
baddies and thugs. Think you’ve seen all this before? Think again. Adults and mature teens.   
 
December 27 Audience Choice  
 
All films are shown at the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter North, at 7:30 p.m.  
A $5.00 donation is requested at the door to cover the costs of Films from Finland. Refreshments 
are available, and there is ample free parking near the Swedish Cultural Center.  
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Please note, the deadline for the August / September 2006 Edition of the 

Newsletter is July 15. 

The 2006 Seattle International 
Film Festival (SIFF) will run this 
year from May 25 to June 18, 
showcasing over 300 films form 
over 60 countries. In its 32-year 
existence, SIFF has become one 
of the largest audience-driven 
film festivals in the world. The 
good news for Seattle’s Finnish 
community is that this year’s 
Finnish SIFF contribution is being 
prominently scheduled and 
should draw a large audience. 
The not-so-good news is that it 
consists of only one film.  

Mother of Mine (Äideistä 
Parhain), Klaus Haro’s follow-up 
to the successful and beloved 
Elina, was Finland’s submission 
for the 2005 Best Foreign Film 
Oscar. It follows the story of 
Eero, a ten-year-old Finn sent to 
Sweden as a so-called “war 
child” to escape the danger and 
harsh wartime conditions that 
prevail at home. It follows his 
attempts to reconcile his love 
for both his mother in Finland 
and the woman who becomes a 
temporary mother in Sweden. 
The recent screening of 
Näkymätön Elina in the Films 
from Finland series drew a very 
positive response, and provided 
the Seattle Finnish community 
with ample evidence of Haro’s 
talents, and Näkymätön Elina’s 
previous SIFF success proves that 
it’s not just Finns who are 
looking forward to his next 
effort. Mother of Mine has been 
eagerly awaited in Seattle, and 
is well-placed to draw crowds at 
SIFF. Not only has the film 
garnered one of the few 

screening slots in the new 
festival venue in Bellevue, it will 
screen twice in Seattle, for a 
total of three screenings (most 
festival selections will screen 
only twice).  

Considering the success of 
Haro’s work and that of Aki 
Kaurismaki, why are there not 
more Finnish entries in this 
year’s SIFF? The answer is 
competition. The number of 
submissions rises every year, and 
the programmers reject many 
films for each one chosen. This 
year, there were 9 submitted 
films from Finland, of which two 
were Finnish-financed but made 
elsewhere. According to 
Programming Coordinator Beth 
Barrett, the majority of the films 
submitted were shorts, of which 
none were selected. Along with 
Mother of Mine, one Finnish-
financed film, the Danish 
documentary Smiling in a 
Warzone, will screen at SIFF as 
part of the 15-film Danish 
Spotlight program. 

What can the Finnish film fans 
of Seattle do to encourage more 
Finnish presence at SIFF? The 
most important thing we can do 
is fill the theaters for the three 
screenings of Mother of Mine. 
It’s gong to be good, so come 
one, come all – and bring 
friends! And while you are at the 
theater, take a moment to put a 
polite note requesting more 
Finnish films in the festival 
comment boxes. We may not 
have a 15-film spotlight this 
year, but SIFF is going strong, 

and who knows what the future 
holds? 

Mother of Mine screens at the 
following times and locations: 
Sunday, June 4, 7:00 PM  
Lincoln Square Cinemas, 
Bellevue 

Thursday, June 8, 2:00 PM 
Pacific Place Cinemas, Seattle 

Sunday, June 11, 6:30 PM 
Egyptian Theater, Seattle 

More information and 
advance tickets are available at 
www.seattlefilm.com and at the 
SIFF box office in the Pacific 
Place shopping center, 
downtown Seattle.  

Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF) 
features Mother of Mine 
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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION SEATTLE CHAPTER 

FINNISH LANGUAGE CLASSES FALL TRIMESTER 2006 
 

12 classes to be held on Thursdays from 7 to 9 pm at the Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle 

September 28 - December 21 

 

Instruction offered for Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced students. 

 

 

NEW STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT ALL LEVELS 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Minimum class size is 5 students and maximum 10 students per class. 

Registration is on first come first served basis. 

 

Fall tuition is $96 and will be due upon registration. 

 

Student information 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Name Email 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address City, Zip 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Best time to call 

 

Beginner class    □ Intermediate class □   Advanced class □ 

 
Payment amount $ _______      Check # ________      Payment date ______________ 

 
Return completed registration form and tuition payment (checks payable to FFSC) to 

principal teacher John Parker or mail to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter,  

P.O. Box 75052, Seattle, WA 98175-0052. 

 

For more information about the language classes, please contact principal teacher  

John Parker (206) 755-9310 or email parkerjw@myuw.net 

 

Registration questions – contact Karoliina Kuisma, kuisma@u.washington.edu 
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Helsinki Police Choir 
(Helsingin Poliisilaulajat) of Fin-
land will visit Seattle in July 
2006. Seattleites will have an ex-
traordinary and rare opportunity 
to hear this magnificent male 
chorus. They are among the top 
Finnish male choruses and cer-
tainly the safest. 

The choir’s repertoire con-
sists of ever-green folksongs that 
will surely bring a tear to your 
eye as well as more joyous songs 
that will make your feet tap to 
the beat of the music. 

The Helsinki Police Choir 
was founded in the midst of the 
Continuation War in 1943, in-
spired by the spirit of national 
independence and the strength-
ening of the role of the Finnish 
language. It has been very active 
in recent times, with a repertoire 
that includes both a wide range 
of traditional music for male 
voice choirs and music in a light-
er vein that helps where possible 
to emphasize the police perspec-
tive on various aspects of human 
life. This repertoire has been put 
to good use in performances of 
all kinds, including the annual 
“Art goes Kapakka” city festival 
in Helsinki and events arranged 
by various organizations and the 

police service itself both national-
ly and internationally. 

The choir has taken part in 
numerous competitions both at 
home and abroad in the course 
of its history. It won the series B 
competition for male voice choirs 
at the Sulasol national vocal and 
instrumental festival in Finland 
in 1976 and again in 1982, came 
fifth in an international choir 
competition in Holland in 1979, 
and was second in the BBC’s Let 
the Peoples Sing cassette compe-
tition in 1981. It was voted Choir 
of the Year by the Finnish Asso-
ciation of Male Voice Choirs in 
1993. 

The choir has produced 
three records, made various oth-
er recordings and appeared fre-
quently on radio and television. 

Artistic director of the choir 
is well known Pasi Hyökki, who 
has received three prizes for 
choir conducting, at the Tam-
pereen Sävel choir festival in 
1997, in Canto sul Garda, Italy, in 
2001, and in the Harald An-
dersén chamber choir competi-
tion in 2003. 

Helsinki Police Choir in Seattle  

 
Tuesday, July 25th 
7:00 PM 
 
HUB Auditorium 
(Steven’s Way) 
University of 
Washington 
Seattle Campus 
 
Tickets $10 
206.363.0225 
or at the door  

Don’t miss this unique opportunity. 
– Make sure to be there and bring your friends. 
 
For more info visit www.poliisilaulajat.com  



The future site of the new permanent home of the Museum located on NW Market Street between 
26th Ave. NW and 28th Ave. NW in Seattle’s Ballard District.  It is within walking distance of the 
Chittenden Locks and faces the water. 

The next phase, design and construction,  
requires the enthusiastic support of the  
entire Nordic community. We encourage  

Finnish participation in this exciting effort . 

Visit 
www.nordicmuseum.org 

 

Donate to the  
Capital Campaign  

online or mail your check 
to the address below! 

  

3014 NW 67th St. Seattle, WA 98117 
Telephone: 206-789-5707  
Email: nordic@nordic.org 
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ASTORIA, OR - NASELLE, WA - The FinnFest 
USA '06 registration forms are in the mail - or on 
the internet at www.finnfest2006.org.  

If you have requested a registration form you 
should be receiving it shortly, according to 
organizers of the annual festival. If you haven't 
received a form by the end of May, make an 
inquiry to by telephone to 1-888-374-FINN 
(3466), by email to 2finns@naselle.net or by snail 
mail to FinnFest USA '06, Registration Form 
Request, PO Box 156, Naselle, WA 98638. 

Once the festival programming begins in 
earnest, it continues uninterrupted for five days, 
from Wednesday, July 26, through Sunday, July 
30. Nearly non-stop musical performances of all 
types will begin on Wednesday, July 26, in 
Astoria and continue the next day in various 
venues in Astoria. 

The focus will then shift to Naselle where 
performances will take place on Friday and 
Saturday, July 28 and 29. One exception to the 
schedule of the musical presentations will be the 
Gala Concert and Reception which will be held in 
Astoria’s Liberty Theater on Friday evening July 
28 and Saturday night performances will be held 
in both towns. 

Just a few of the featured musical 
performers, many from Finland or Canada, 
include:  

COMING WEST FROM FINLAND: 

Ampron Prunni: A folk band trio consisting of 
the talented Arto Jarvela on fiddle and 
nyckelharp, Risto Hotakainen on fiddle and 
mandolin, and Timo Valo on harmonium. All are 
leaders in their field with roots in the Kaustinen 
area and promise to bring both the rollicking 
sound of Kaustinen dancing and the reserved side 
of Kaustinen music as well. 

On the sacred music side, Jarkko Yli-Annala, 
composer-organist, and pianist brings not only 
the kantele mass he has composed for the 
Naselle and Northwest players, but also promises 
a treat in a special classical sonata Friday night 
and also in organ concerts Thursday and Friday 
afternoons. The librettist is writer/poet Anna-
Mari Kaskinen who also sings with the Rahwas , 
quintet of women who offer sacred and spiritual 
poem of song. Erja Hartala is a soprano who also 
sings with this group. 

All will be performing for the world premiere 
of the first ever Kantele Mass. They will also hold 
sacred concerts Thursday and Saturday 
afternoons that will include a children’s mass. 
Children are encouraged to participate and will 
be free to move about during the service. 

The Helsinki Police Choir is coming to the 
Northwest for the first visit ever; the choir 
consists of about 20 policemen who are either 

working full time or retired. They sing traditional 
Finnish songs as well as songs in English; they 
stage songs that center around their work like,  
“Jailhouse Rock.”  

The Saalem Choir comes from a large church 
in downtown Helsinki, an energetic choir some of 
whose members visited Naselle 30 years ago. 
They sing spiritual and patriotic songs and are 
remembered for their inspirational performance.  

The Sillanpaas are two sisters singing in close 
harmony while accompanying themselves and 

also with their father playing and singing back-up 
with them. Representing the young generation in 
Finland who are making their way in the arts, 
these gals have been making music since they 
were children. They sing American ballads as 
poignantly as they sing Finnish ones.  

FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY: 

Alyssa Moquin, cello, and Ruth Locker, piano, 
are coming from “back East” to bring a show of 
classical and modern music which includes 
Rautavaara and Kokkonen. Along with their music 
they bring slides of Finnish and Finnish-American 
architecture that they feel particularly highlights 
their music.  

Michigan Singers: These intrepid singers have 
attended many FinnFests and are once again 
warmly welcomed as they continue their 
tradition of singing Finnish-American classics.  

Kathi Huhtaluhta and Tom Warcloud with Kali 
provide a wonderful fusion of music. Kathi 
combines her Finnish-American and Lapp 
heritage with joikku singing. She is joined by 
Tom WarCloud of American Indian ancestry, who 
sings, plays the Native American flute and drums. 
Kathi’s daughter Kali joins them on vocals. 

Nyt Naura ("Now Laugh") is the Finnish 
comedy and musical troupe which performs 
comic reminiscing, hilarious folk songs, and lyrics 
that tickle your funny bone.  

(Continued on page 13) 

Astoria / Naselle FinnFest, July 2006 

July 26  -  July 30, 2006 
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FROM THE GREATER NORTHWEST: (Washington 
and Oregon) 

Carl Wirkkala and the Ghost Town Boys —from 
Castle Rock with a background in logging, this 
singer/songwriter can tell the true story of 
logging towns left behind after they are logged 
out. Carl’s blend of rock and country western 
would make Johnny Cash, his hero, proud. His 
skillful band on guitar, vocals, drums, and piano, 
brings the rock and gospel songs alive. 

Folk Voice Duo – Birgit and Philip Ages are 
instrumental in the accordion world of the Puget 
Sound area and are hosts for Pekka Penttikainen 
and Perttu Paappanen on their visit from Finland. 
Folk Voice Duo performs in many international 
festivals in our region. 

Vern and Jeanie Lindquist are another band 
from the Puget Sound region who were popular 
when they appeared and played at our Finn-Am 
Jam this spring for St. Urho’s Day and for Friday 
Club. They trace their roots to Finland and 
Sweden and are related to the lively band Kravlx 
that recently appeared for the Astoria 
Scandinavian Festival. 

Katrilli is a lively folk dance band from 
Issaquah who have been appearing and supporting 
our festival for years. Their joie de vivre, colorful 
costumes, and skillful dances add a great touch to 
our festival. 

Tanhuajat is the oldest established Finnish folk 
dance group in the Northwest, practically in the 
whole country, and have held up beautifully with 
all the changes that they have undergone. They 
celebrated 30 years of dancing together and go on 
giving lessons and dancing together regularly. 
They have been with Finn-Am Fest almost from 
the beginning. 

Finnish Choral Society of Seattle directed by 
Maria Mannisto: The choir is made up of older and 
also more current immigrants from Finland whose 
voices blend to offer up familiar and challenging 
Finnish songs. Conducted by the talented soprano, 
Maria Mannisto, this group soars. 

Hugo Helmer’s Accordion Band come from La 
Center, Washington, and are an enthusiastic group 
of accordionists who plan to give us a lively 
Saturday evening dance. 

Livakat! Is lively, indeed, as their name 
suggests. The brain child of Satu Mikkola, this 
group of kantele players and singers have formed 
a vibrant group that has appeared all over the 
Northwest and in FFUSA ’04 in Florida. They are 
integrally involved in the world premiere of the 
kantele mass.  

CANADIANS COME SOUTH: 

The Hilltoppers are a popular folk band from 

Sointtula, B.C. who play the lively old style of 
dance music that so many love to dance to.  

The Memory Makers also come highly 
recommended from British Columbia and we are 
looking forward to having them. 

The Korsu Choir or Bunker Choir sings songs of 
the Winter War as the men might have sung in the 
‘bunkers’ as they fought the Winter War. In their 
choice of songs, program, uniform, and 
presentation, they honor the men who fought in 
the Winter War that their songs not be forgotten 
but ring out forever from these hills. They are 
joined by “Lotta” , the women who also worked 
behind the lines to attend the fighting men. 

Purpurit is a lively folk dance group from 
Vancouver, B.C. who not only perform far and 
wide and admirably but have also helped start a 
dance group for young folks, the Pikkupurpurit 
The Pikkupurpurit will also be appearing and 
perform songs and dances for our audiences. 

Ari Lahdekorpi is a musician who has traveled 
from gospel to blues, has played and composed 
music including for the film “ Letters from 
Karelia” and is also one of the organizers for the 
Thunder Bay Grand Fest which will be held two 
weekends before ours.  

ON STAGE WITH PLAYS! 

“Our Only May Amelia “ the book written by 
Jennifer Holm, made into a play by playwright 
John Oliver, and directed by Jenni Newton for The 
River Theater of Astoria, presents the story of a 
young girl growing up in a family of brothers on 
the lower Naselle River in the early 1900s. She 
also travels to Astoria to see the sights of Astoria 
and Clatsop County; the contrast is stunning. 

“Shanghaied in Astoria” is the longest running 
play, or musical revue, in recent history. It is a 
frolicking rollicking look at Astoria history with 
appropriate emphasis on the seamy and high 
society sides of Astoria —from shanghaiing sailors 
to having coming out dances, from the life of the 
cannery worker to the life of the owner . In a 
relaxed atmosphere of fun and camaraderie, the 
audience is encouraged to participate by 
cheering, booing and even throwing popcorn ( or 
eating it) as the spirit moves them. 

“Sauna: The Saturday Night Connection” is a 
play that began in 1982 with the first Finnish-
American Folk Festival of Naselle. Playwright/ 
Director Eleanora Hillis says, “ We wrote it in one 
week.” Since then this play has seen many 
audiences and stages and stays as popular as ever, 
each new cast adding their own special humor and 
Finnish interpretations to the play. The play is 
written in a true bilingual style and will be 
presented for the festival on Saturday, July 29th, 
in Naselle. 

Remember Where You Started From by Susan 
Pakenen Holway was written and produced and 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 27) 

Astoria / Naselle FinnFest, July 2006 
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The Suomi - Finland Room 
Committee 

was organized at the Nordic Heritage Museum in 
1985 to develop a room to represent the Finnish 
immigrant experience in the Pacific Northwest. 
After collecting and processing artifacts, raising 
funds, applying new flooring, and developing 
exhibits, the Suomi - Finland Room opened in 
April of 1989. 

With the help of many donors and volunteers, the 
exhibits have helped to demonstrate the work, 
customs and contributions of Finnish immigrants 
to our community. New helpers are invited to join 
the committee. 

Committee Chairman Curtis Jacobs urges 
volunteers to join, especially to help maintain and 
set up the new Suomi - Finland Room, as the 
Museum makes plan to relocate to a new site in 
the coming years. 

Contact Curtis Jacobs at 425 481 4763. 

Finntaka/Katja Kupari 

Business Type:    Translating/interpreting 
Finnish/English/Finnish 

Address:             10912 SE 6th St 
                           Bellevue WA 98004 
 
Contact Info:       Katja Kupari 
                           kkupari@hotmail.com 

Organization Name: Tacoma Finns 

Purpose: Fostering Finnish culture and fellowship 

Get-togethers: Summer picnic and winter Pikku 
Joulu potluck  

Plans for summer:  30th Annual picnic , July 23, 
2006 at the Buckley Finn Hall, 234th Ave,  
Buckley, WA 

Hours: 1 - 5 p.m.  Entertainment and potluck; 
door prizes. Coffee, tea, punch provided. 

Contact person: Jo Mart in - (253) 752-5857  
Email: tearoselady@harbornet.com  

Plans for winter: 30th Annual Pikku Joulu potluck 
and Christmas party. Nov. 26, 2006 at 12111 S. 
Park, Tacoma, WA 

Hours: 1 - 5 p.m. Potluck: ham, coffee, punch 
provided. 

Nominal door fee, entertainment, Joulu Pukki!!! 
Door prizes. 

Contact person: Dorothy Tobiason -(253) 537-4464  
Email:  dtobiason@comcast.net 

United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and 
Sisters, Lodge 11, Seattle 

Chartered in 1904, this is the oldest Finnish 
organization in the Seattle area.  Lodges are also 
located in Aberdeen, Hockinson, Longview and 
Winlock, as well Astoria and Portland, Oregon, 
and Berkeley, Eureka, Fort Bragg and Reedley, 
California. 

Its motto of veljeys, sisaruus, auttavaisuus, 
tasaarvoisuus and rakkaus translates to 
sisterhood, brotherhood, equality, helpfulness and 
love.  It provided a network of support for the 
early Finnish immigrants. Some may remember 
the Finnish Brotherhood Hall in Interbay at 15th 
Avenue West and Boston Street. 

Besides its membership meetings, the lodge 
organizes Juhannus and Christmas celebrations, 
trips and luncheons. 

Today the lodge meets on second Sundays at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum, (although the Tivoli 
celebration cancels the July meeting).  The 
meetings are closed to nonmembers, but visitors 
and prospective members are encouraged to join 
in the fellowship of the coffee hour, which usually 
begins around 2 p.m. 

For more information, contact  
President Lynn Wirta at 206 763 7382. 

http://
www.finnsnw.com/ 



Page  15  

June / July 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

Suomi Naiset / Finnish Ladies 
 
Purpose: To announce Finnish Ladies’ Dinners and 
other Finnish events 
Membership Criteria: Finnish or Finnish related 
Dues: NA 
Meetings/Practices/Get-Togethers: Dinners 
(sometimes other recreation) 
Plans for this Summer and Fall and next year: 

• Summer – low activity 

• Fall, Winter, Spring – trying to have monthly 
dinners in local restaurants (usually on the 
Eastside)  

Contact Information: Anita Christensen,  
425-401 0193,  
Anita_Christensen@hotmail.com 

Finnish Groups & Businesses Around the Northwest 

Tanhuajat Finnish Folkdancers 

Tanhuajat began meeting in 1974 to enjoy the 
folkdances of Finland.  Soon the group was 
representing Finland at many community 
festivals.  Tanhuajat has sewn and acquired the 
appropriate national costumes of Finnish 
provinces. 

Under the direction of Sirkku Vasama, the 
Tanhuajat practice on Wednesday evenings at 
the Finnish Lutheran Church , 8504 - 13th Avenue 
NW in Seattle.  Practices begin at 7:30 pm and 
newcomers are welcomed. 

For information contact Sirkku Vasama at 
206-440- 0944  

Finnish American Heritage 
Committee 

The committee formed originally in 1974 to 
organize the Finnish community's 
participation in the Bicentennial Nordic 
Festival at Seattle Center, with 
representatives from all area Finnish 
organizations.  That experience led to a 
camaraderie for continuing to support the 
Finnish culture. 

Through merchandise sales, the Finnish 
American Heritage Committee has supported 
many worthwhile projects, including the 
Nordic Heritage Museum, Suomi Koulu, 
Finnish Studies at the University of 
Washington, and FinnFest USA. 

For 27 years the committee has organized 
the unique Finnish Community Bazaar, even 
subsidizing the increasing rental costs at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum. 

When you've purchased sisukas suomalainen 
shirts, a bumper sticker, or book from the 
committee, the profits have helped to 
support the proud Finnish heritage. 

The next Finnish Community Bazaar is 
scheduled for November 4 at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum. 

For information, contact Leo Utter at 
425-489-5067. 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street, 
Seattle, WA 98117  

A museum devoted to the preservations and 
documentation of the Nordic American experience in 
the Northwest and serving as a cross cultural 
crossroads with the Nordic countries of today. 

Anybody with an interest in things Nordic is invited to 
become a member.  
From $20 seniors, and up to $1000 special supporters, 
the so called President's Club.  $50 family, $35 
individual.  
Annual meeting for all members on third Tuesday in 
February.  Otherwise programs and events throughout 
the year.  
Tivoli July 8 and 9.  Exhibit openings on June 22 - Kiln 
Cast Glass; October 5 - Uncommmon Threads; 
November 30 Tapestry on the Edge; January 17, 2007 -  
One Size Fits All, Graphics; April 5 - "sä, mä ja satu", 
Three Finnish Women. 

The Museum is completing the purchase of the large 
Market Street Site for our new building on June  5, 
2006.   Fundraising continues for phase 2 which entails 
pre-design, design and construction.  Contributions 
encouraged. 

Marianne Forssblad, Exective Director, 789-5707 ext14, 
mariannef@nordicmuseum.org;  
general information 206-789-5707 ext 10, 
nordic@nordicmuseum.org  
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Honorary Consulate of Finland 

 
Finnish consulate 
 
Address: 17102 NE 37th Place,  
Bellevue, WA 98008 
 
Open/Service Days and hours:  
By Appointment Only 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Matti Suokko 
matti.suokko@finlandsea.org 
425 885 7320 

The Finnish Choral Society of Seattle 

Our purpose is to promote Finnish choir music in 
the area. We are one of the few active Finnish 
choirs in the USA. 
 
Membership Criteria: Like to sing and feel the joy 
of sharing music with others. 
 
Dues: Variable, around $50/year 
Meetings/Practices/Get-Togethers: 
Practices Mondays, 7:30 PM at the Finnish 
Lutheran Church in Ballard 
 
Plans for this Summer and Fall and next year: 
FinnFest 2006, performance Saturday July 29 
at 1 PM, 
Fall 
program 
includes 
a joint 
event 
with the 
other 

Scandinavian choirs in Seattle, Nordic Heritage 
Museum’s Yulefest, a Christmas concert and the 
Christmas season singing at several Retirement 
homes in the Seattle area.  
 
In 2007 we again celebrate the Kalevala 2007 
Festival.  Our long term plans include a tour to 
Finland.  Please join us!! 
 
Other Information of interest: 
Choir director Maria Mannisto, Graduated in Music 
from the University of Washington, our very 
competent leader inspires us to sing at our best… 
 
Contact Information: Marja Hall 
marja.hall@juno.com, 
 
Secretary: Gunnar Damstrom 
gdamstrom@autoproengr.com -  
 
Vice President: Eva Mannisto, 
Mannisto.Eva@Ekono.com, 
 
President: Maria Mannisto,  
Mariahm504@yahoo.com – choir director 

 

The Finnish Lutheran Church  
 

The Finnish Lutheran Church is located just 
north of Seattle, Washington at  
8504 13th Ave NW.  

 

We offer worship services in both the Finnish 
and English languages. 
The Finnish Language 
Worship Service is on 
the 2nd, 4th & 5th 
Sundays of each 
month. The English 
Language Worship 
service is offered on 
the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month.  

 

Our Worship Services begins at 10:00 AM on 
each Sunday. We offer a Sunday School for 
the younger people to attend during the 
Worship Service.   

 

We encourage you to stay and join us for 
coffee and refreshments following the 
Worship Service and allow us to share our 
hospitality.  

 
Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 
Phone: (206) 789-0864 
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Finnish School of Seattle 
 
The Finnish School of Seattle provides a motivating 
Finnish speaking learning community for children and 
their parents. With quality programs, children learn 
and maintain Finnish language as well as gain an  
appreciation for their heritage. Our goal is that kids in 
Suomi Koulu: 
 
- have fun in Finnish 
- are happy to be and speak Finnish 
- have tolerance and respect of self and others 
- experience their Finnish spirit 
 
Membership Criteria: The school is open for all the 
families that are interested in advancing their 
children's Finnish language and up keeping their 
heritance and culture. 
 
Dues: There is a tuition fee that is paid per semester. 
It varies from $100-$130 depending on the age 
group. 
 
Meetings/Practices/Get-Togethers: 
Thursday School Days: 
Sept. 14-Dec. 14, 2006, Christmas party Dec. 16, 
2006 
Jan. 11-May 17, 2007,   Graduation party May 5, 
2007 
 
Saturday School Days: 
Alternate Saturdays Sept. 9-Dec. 2, 2006, Christmas 
party Dec. 16, 2006 
Alternate Saturdays Jan. 13-May 5, 2007, 
Graduation party May 5, 2007 
 
Plans for this Summer and Fall and next year: We 
are focusing on Finnish language grammar, reading 
and writing via playing and having fun. 
 
Other Information of interest: Contact Information 
(Names, Address, Phone Number, Email address) 
 
President of the board: Olavi Hiukka 
Email:president@FinnishSchoolOfSeattle.org 
 
Principal Teacher: Airi Suomalainen, cell 
206-910-6109 
email: principal-teacher@FinnishSchoolOfSeattle.org 
 

Katrilli Finnish Folkdancers of 
Seattle 
 
Purpose : Promote enjoyment of Finnish 
dancing, music and traditions. 
 
Membership criteria: Anyone interested in 
Finnish dancing, music and/or traditions is 
welcome. 
Dues: No dues to Katrilli, but all members pay 
annual dues to Swedish Cultural Center. 
 
Practices:  Every Sunday 5 – 7 PM.  Basics class 
is offered periodically starting at 4:30 PM. 
 
Katrilli schedule is available in: http:// 
www.geocities.com/hallmt/classic_tan2.html. 
 
Contact info:  
JoAnne Rudo 206.329.1443  
email joannerudo@hotmail.com 
Marja Hall 425.378.7689 
marja.hall@juno.com 
 

Finnish American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Northwest 
 

c/o Ekono Inc 
11061 NE 2nd Street, Suite 107 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
 
Phone: (425) 885-7320 
Fax: (425) 671-0706 
Email:  info@faccnw.com 

Notary Public Services 
 

by Norman Westerberg 
in English, Finnish and Swedish 
 
For appointment, directions  
(Mercer Island),  
and fee schedule call (206) 232-3612 
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Finnish Studies at the University of Washington 
 
The Finnish Studies program at the University of Washington is part of the Department of 
Scandinavian Studies. Courses in Finnish language and culture have been offered since 1991. As of fall 
2005, the University of Washington was just one of three institutions in the North America where 
students can obtain a B.A. degree by majoring in Finnish. The major emphasizes the language, history 
and culture of Finland in a Scandinavian context. Students may also receive a B.A. minor in Finnish. 

Currently, first-, second- and third-year courses are offered on an annual basis.  Altogether, some 25 
students enroll in Finnish classes each quarter. Finnish topics are also included in the Department's 
courses on Scandinavian literature, cinema, history, folklore, politics, linguistics and culture. Courses 
in Finnish culture include Kalevala and the Epic Tradition, Finnish Literature and Cultural History and 
Topics in Finnish Language and Culture. 

For more information, please visit http://depts.washington.edu/scand/  
If you are looking for ways to support our efforts to foster Finnish studies at the UW, please contact 
the faculty members or visit the website. You can help provide scholarships for students of Finnish to 
pursue research in Finland by contributing to the Kalevala Scholarship. You can also support the 
Finnish lectureship. 

 

Andrew Nestingen    Karoliina Kuisma 

Assistant Professor   Visiting Finnish Lecturer 

akn@u.washignton.edu  kuisma@u.washington.edu 

(206) 543-0643    (206) 543-6883 

 

 

If you live in the Seattle area, drop by our 
informal luncheons organized on the UW 

campus. It’s a great opportunity to hear and 
speak Finnish, as well as to get to know other 

people interested in Finland and Finnish.  
Contact Karoliina (206) 543- 6883 for details. 

Times may change on a quarterly basis. 
Everyone is welcome! 

The UW Suzzallo and Allen libraries host an 
extensive collection of Finnish prose, poetry 
and research. Altogether approx. 5, 000 books 
cover varying topics of Finnish language and 
culture. The collection grows on a monthly 
basis with acquisitions and gifted books. See 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/ for more 
information. 

The Swedish Finn Historical Society  
 
Archives and Library are located at: 
5410 - 17th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 
 
The Mailing Address is: 
Swedish Finn Historical Society 
PO Box 17264 
Seattle, WA 98127-0964 
 
Telephone #: 206-706-0738 
FAX #: 206-782-5813 
E-mail Address: sfhs@verizon.net 

Scandinavian Gift Shop 
 

Sweaters, Crystal, Jewelry 
 
2016 NW Market St 
Seattle, WA  98107 
(206)784-9370 
 
Solveig Hatley 
Sverre Hatley 
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Byron Wicks Financial Services 
 
Business type: Financial Advisor 
Phone: 425-643-1313 
Call for appointment 
Address:  18618 NE 16th Street,  
Bellevue, WA 98008 
Email: bwicks@comcast.net 
 
Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, IRAs, 403b Plans, 
annuities, rollover IRAs, retirement planning, 
college savings plans 
 
Name of business:  Housecalls Tax Service 
(Byron Wicks) 
Business type: income tax preparation 
Phone: 425-643-1313 
Call for appointment 
Address: 18618 NE 16th Street,  
Bellevue, WA 98008 
Email: bwicks@comcast.net 
 
Income tax preparation for individuals and 
small businesses 

Dine & Design Scandinavia:  
Tours to Delight the Senses 
 
Business Type: Tours of Scandinavia's top design 
centers and contemporary restaurants in Helsinki, 
Stockholm and Copenhagen 
 
Tour Dates: October 7-16, 2006,  
 May 2007, dates to be determined 
 
Any Other Information of Interest: 
Delight your senses and discover Scandinavia's top 
modern designers, both acclaimed design giants of the 
50s and 60s and new, rising stars, while you dine at 
restaurants manned by Scandinavia's most creative 
young chefs. On this exclusive 10-day tour, you will 
visit artists' and photographers' studios, tour the 
region's newest architectural landmarks, enjoy private 
tours at Marimekko, Iitaala Glass, Arabia, and Luisiana 
Museum of Art, plus visit modern design retail outlets 
in Helsinki, Stockholm and Copenhagen.  
 
Contact Information (Names, Address, Phone Number, 
E-mail address) 
 Judith H. Dern, tour guide 
 206/285-5605 
 jhsdern@aol.com 
 
 Susie Main 
 Nordic Saga Tours 
 303 Fifth Avenue, Suite 109 
 Edmonds, WA 98020 
 1-800-848-6449 
 susie@nordicsaga.com 

Rainier Veterinary Hospital 
 

Pet practice type veterinary hospital 
815 Rainier Ave S,  
Seattle WA. 98144 
 
(206) 324-4144 
 
Owner: Cliff Heino,DVM 
Hours: M-F 8-4   Sat 9-12 
 
(Any questions—please email  
green79mgb@comcast.net )  

Karjala Inc. 
 

Products and Services.:   
Sprinkler systems & Landscape lighting 
 
Location: Federal Way,  WA 
Phone: (253) 874-2232 
Email: kareliapoika@msn.com 
 
Owners: Ron & Kevieun Karjala 
  

Chartreuse 
 

2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle  
 
A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 
and international new design.  
Many designer pieces from the  
1950s through the 1970s  
Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal 
Copenhagen, Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  
Fabric from Marimekko  
 
Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 
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Nalli Construction  
                     "The Finnish Touch" 
 

General Contractor   
223-01-NA-LL-IC 209MJ 

28014  45th Ave S 
Auburn, WA 98001 
(206) 354-4429 

CTT Destinations 
(formerly known as Travel Time) 
 
Travel Agency 
Physical Address: 38579 SE River St, Suite 2, 
Snoqualmie WA 98065 
Mailing Address: PO Box 887,  
Snoqualmie WA 98065 
 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,  
other times by appointment 
 
Other info: Full service travel agency specializing 
in international travel, groups and cruises. 
Owned by a Finn. 
Contact information: Pirjo DeHart, 425-831-0367 or 
800-909-6647, 
Pirjo.DeHart@CTTDestinations.com 
Web page: www.CTTDestinations.com 

Rebecca Hafdahl Meloy Artist, 
Gardener & Designer 
 
Business Type:  Fine Artist as well as a Gardener 
and Garden Designer 
 
Fine Artist:  I am a painter and printer.  Beginning 
in mid-September through February I will be 
showing 'My Beastly Friends' paintings at the Wild 
Garlic Restaurant in Ballard, Washington.  Also, I 
teach painting, drawing, and printing at my home 
and offer printing workshops at the local 
community college.  I am also available to conduct 
art workshops in other communities. 
 
Gardener:  I am a gardener in the Whatcom and 
Skagit County areas. Currently, I am also attending 
the UBC in Landscape Garden Design.  So, in the 
near future I will be available to create and draft 
garden designs for my clients. 
 
Service Days and Hours:  I work from my home and 
am available 7 days a week.  I am willing to travel 
for jobs. 
 
Rebecca Hafdahl Meloy 
PO Box 723 
Bellingham, WA  98227 
 
1-360-201-9038, rebecca@rebeccameloy.com 
www.rebeccameloy.com 

Kalevala Trio 
 

The Kalevala Trio is affiliated with the 
Finnish Lutheran Church in Ballard at 
8504 13th Avenue NW.  Our primary 
purpose is to provide the music for 
church services, usually on the third 
Sunday of each month. We also 
participate in other events and programs 
in the Finnish Community. The Trio 
consists of Matteus Vaga, cello; Peter 
Vollan, clarinet; and Yvonne Vollan, 
Organ or Piano. We specialize in music 
from the 17th and 18th centuries (The 
Baroque period), and classical 
arrangements of familiar Finnish folk-
songs and marches by well-known Finnish 
composers.  We are available to provide 
music for weddings, funerals and other 
special events for a fee.  

Contact: 

Yvonne Vollan 
9602 5th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98115 

Tel. 206.522.8504 

Email: yvollan@myuw.net  

Olsen’s Scandinavian Foods 
 

2248 NW Market 
Seattle, WA 98107 
(206) 783-8288 
Fax: (206) 783-9798 
 
www.scandinavianfoods.net 
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Accordion and Clarinet Folk Duo 
 
Peter Vollan (clarinet) and Yvonne Vollan 
(accordion) can accompany your group, lead sing-
alongs or provide music for your special event to 
help entertain your guests. Our core repertoire is 
Finnish folk music. Our broader repertoire 
encompasses folk music and familiar favorites from 
other Scandinavian countries and Europe. We honor 
requests.  
 
Please Contact: 
Yvonne Vollan 
9602 5th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98115 
Tel. 206.522.8504 
Email: yvollan@myuw.net  

Northwest Pelimannit 
 
We are fanatics about Finnish music – not just 
folk music & music for folk dancing, but also 
popular dance music as well. We play for the 
joy of it. We were all "bitten by the bug" years 
ago and have never recovered. We are 
seriously dedicated to the art and craft of 
Finnish folk music  
 
Northwest Pelimannit is available for dances, 
parties, or music for special occasions. We play 
waltzes, jenkkas, humppas, hambos, polkkas, 
tangos & mazurkas.  
 
Call Gay Nixon at (425) 743-5450 for 
information on rates and times available for 
engagements. 

Rainier World Travel Inc. 
 
Meadow Creek Office Park 
22510 SE 64th Place, Suite 240 
Issaquah, WA  98027 
 
425-392-9970 - Seattle area 
800-432-4456 - Toll free 
 
Specializing in Finland, the rest  
of Scandinavia and Russia 
www.rwti.com 

Finn Ware 
 
1116 Commercial St 
Astoria OR  97103 
 
Phone:     503 325 5720 
Toll Free:  800 851 FINN (3466) 
email:       finns@willapabay.org 
FAX           503 325 0214 
 
Scandinavian gift store, with an emphasis on Finnish 
items, including 
iittala and aarikka products.   Also books, music, 
shirts, a year-round 
Christmas Corner, knives, candles, cards, novelty 
items and a SISU section! 
 
Opened in 1987 by Finnish sisters, Darlene Warra 
Bjornsgard and Dorothy 
Warra Smith, this store has become a destination 
spot on the North Oregon 
Coast.  Open 7 days a week, it has been voted  #1 
Tourist Store in Astoria. 
A new edition of Finn Ware's Catalog will be 
available soon,  as well as one 
at their website,  www.finnware.com 

Tuuli 
 
Ulla Freeman 
1407 First Ave 
Seattle, WA  98101 
(206) 223-1112 

ScanSelect, Inc. 
Scandinavian Specialties 
 

www.scanselect.com 
Anne-Lise Berger, Ozzie Keithammer 
 
6719 15th Avenue NW 1-877-784-7020 
Seattle, WA 98117 206-784-7020 
E-mail: foods@scanselect.com  
Fax: 206-783-6218 
 
Imported Foods & Gifts from Scandinavia 

 
Marimekko 
Nanso 
Kalevala Jewelry 
Limbo 
Aarikka, and more 
 

www.tuuliseattle.com 
FREEMAN@BAINBRIDGE.NET 
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Notes from the all-chapter meeting 

The opening day of the first-ever Finlandia 
Foundation National All-Chapter Meeting, held in 
Seattle May 17- 21 2006, started in beautiful 
sunshine as representatives from 28 chapters 
gathered in the Cascadia Ballroom of the Hotel 
Nexus after a wonderful concert by the Los 
Angeles Symphony the previous night.  

Chapters face similar challenges 

After greetings and introductions by FFN 
President John Laine, participants were given an 
opportunity to ask questions about issues they had 
been dealing with recently: Many of those issues 
are common to FF boards across the nation. Such 
issues include money, membership, and meetings. 

The issue that was probably brought up most 
often was that of reaching out to people of all 
ages. Recruiting new members, especially younger 
people, seems to be a challenge 

In many areas. Board members find it difficult 
to think of ways to attract the younger crowd, as 
it seems they don’t have such a strong interest in 
their ethnic heritage. As pointed out by President 
Laine, many start investigating their ethnic 
heritage after their 20’s and 30’s. Still, it would 
be important to reach across the generations to 
keep the membership numbers from declining. In 
conjunction with the membership challenge, for 
some chapters the board positions are hard to fill.  

Interestingly enough, both large and small 
chapters struggle with getting members to 
participate the meetings. Some have monthly 
meetings; some get together every 3-4 months on 
top of organizing calendar-based events. For 
some, the problem is caused by long distances 
within the area, heavily congested traffic or 
difficult driving conditions, especially for older 
people. St. Urho’s Day, Vappu, Kalevala Day and 
Juhannus festivities seem to be the best 
attended. The ones containing a specialty aspect, 
such as dressing up for St. Urho’s, have also 
become the long-term favorite among all age 
groups, as explained by chapter president Ron 
Kaminen from Colorado. 

It seems that all chapters’ members greatly 

appreciate the newsletters published by their 
respective chapters. Nevertheless, it is only when 
the newsletter is not dropping into their mail 
boxes that some people become aware of their 
membership responsibilities. Paying dues seems 
equally difficult around the country. Many 
chapters have campaigns reminding the members 
about the importance of prompt payments. 

How is the FFSC faring? 

FFSC is certainly not much different from an 
average FF chapter, home or heritage association. 
With its 360 members, FFSC is not the biggest 
(The Finnish Center Association from Farmington, 
MI can probably take that honor with its 1400 
members.), nor are we the smallest. (The Long 
Beach Chapter struggles with about 20 
members.). Anyone who has sat on the FFSC board 
or attended its annual meetings can attest to the 
fact that many, if not all issues discussed above, 
have also taken some time on the FFSC’s agenda. 

All the issues mentioned 
above are central and 
recurring in a lifespan of an 
organization. 

In some respects, Greater 
Seattleites are lucky. While 
driving over from the 
Eastside can sometimes take 
a long time, getting 
anywhere in the Los Angeles 
area is yet another story. 
The annual meeting of FFSC 
was attended by about 25 

people, while the “Films from Finland” series has 
attracted a crowd of 20-50 people, and our board 
comes from as far north as Shoreline and as far 
east as Redmond. Within the past several years, 
board meetings have been held both in Seattle 
and Bellevue. 

As for the board, the FFSC has not had a very 
difficult time finding willing members, although 
some must always be talked into staying on 
another year, or two. FFSC is especially fortunate 
to have had Newsletter editor, Paula Price, agree 
to stay on the board for another year. That board 
members come and go is only natural, but there is 
always a group of core people who have been 
around long enough to pass on the lessons learned 
from previous years.  

It is hoped that all FFSC members have taken 
note of our membership campaign! We too have 
sent complimentary copies of the Newsletter to 
past members reminding them to rejoin and have 
encouraged current members to invite friends and 
family to join the chapter. Great prizes await 
those who bring in the most new members. 

One advantage the Seattle area has is that 
(Continued on page 23) 

Finlandia Foundation National All-Chapter Meeting 
Seattle, May 17 - 21 
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there are so many Finnish-related organizations. 
No single one is in charge or under pressure to 
organize more than 1-2 large events per year. For 
FFSC, the major event is the Independence Day 
Dinner Dance, which was so successful last year. 
Pulling together a sit-down dinner for 160 people 
is a lot of work, as is organizing a full program 
and coffee and pulla for the Kalevala Day Festival 
for the Choral Society.  

The FFSC board hopes that Newsletter readers 
will speak out about what it is they wish for when 
it comes to events organized by the FFSC. Send a 
letter or email or talk with any one of the board 
members listed in the annual minutes elsewhere 
in the Newsletter. 

If our local chapter can respond to the 
interests of its varied members and potential 
members, it can only increase in strength and 
reputation.  

(Continued from page 22) 

Perttu Paappanen and Pekka 
Pentikainen, are two fabulous 
musicians who will be here for 
Finnfest 06 held in Naselle, WA, 
and Astoria, OR from July 26-
30th 2006. Pekka and Perttu will 
be performing at various events 

between those two cities during 
that weekend. There will be a 
separate article for FinnFest in 
this newsletter. You can always 
find the latest information as 
well as lodging and other items 
at http://
www.finnfest2006.org/ 

Pekka performs on two row 
and Chromatic accordion, Perttu 
on Violin. In Seattle we are also 
working on keeping them on a 
tight schedule. So far we have 
them booked at Crossroads 

Shopping Center in Bellevue on 
Friday August 4th, 2006 from 
7:30-10pm. Crossroads is a 
family oriented shopping center 
located in the heart of Bellevue 
and they have live music most 
Friday and Saturday nights. 
Admission is free! Crossroads is 
located at NE 8th & 156th Ave. 
NE in Bellevue. Their phone # is 
425-644-1111. 

On Saturday Aug 5th Pekka 
and Perttu will hold accordion 
and violin workshops at Dusty 
Strings in Freemont. Pekka will 
teach for accordions, Perttu 
Violins other instruments are 
welcome. Fee is $ 30 per 
workshop. The workshops will be 
held between 10 am and 4 pm on 
Saturday. They will have both 
beginning and advanced 
workshops. See the Dusty Strings 
website for more detailed 
information. http://
www.dustystrings.com/shop/
index.shtml 

http://www.dustystrings.com/
shop/workshops.shtml 

Pekka and Perttu will also 
perform at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum on Sunday August 6th 

from 4-7 pm. Cost is $10 for NHM 
and Scandia members, $12 non-
members. 

http://nordicmuseum.org/ 

Address is Nordic Heritage 
Museum | 3014 NW 67th Street, 
Seattle, WA 98117 |  
Phone: (206)789-5707 | E-mail: 
nordic@nordicmuseum.org 

If you would like to be on our 
mailing list or need more 
information, please contact 
Birgit Ages c/o 
birgitages@comcast.net or call 
206-368-9720 or 206-947-8393  

Special Musicians from Finland will be visiting the Northwest late 
July and 1st week of August 
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Call to order and introductions 
• The meeting was called to order by 

Gary London, chair. 

• Current board members were 
introduced. 

• All the attendees were introduced. 

• Visiting intern, Ms. Iida Repo, was 
introduced. Iida is working for the 
FFSC for the months of April and May, 
helping out with the super issue of the 
Newsletter. She studies graphic design 
in Tampere. 

 
Scholarships 2006 
• This year's scholarships, $1000 each, 

were awarded to Maarit Wallenius (for 
tuition) and Charlotte Dike (for Finnish 
language study in Finland). 

• Last year’s recipients reported on their 
progress. Mia Spangenberg spent the summer in 
Finland doing research and has now completed 
her M.A. and continues studying in the UW as a 
Ph.D. Student. Amy Madden took part in a CIMO 
language course, and completed UW course 
work based on research done in Finland. She 
also got to meet relatives and visit Karelia. 

 
Reports 

 
a. Membership report: 

• FFSC currently has a total of 355 members, 
33 of whom are lifetime members. 151 of 
total are single members, 204 couples.  

• All the members receive the FFSC 
Newsletter, in addition 134 courtesy and 
promotional copies are mailed. 

 
b.    Treasurer’s report 

• Balances: FFSC checking $615.00, money 
market $8,721.07, FinnFest CD 5,88.66 and 
Scholarships CD 31,52.9. Total balance 
$45,878.18 

• Donations received 2005: $2,689 (for 
General Fund, Newsletter  and 
Scholarships). Donations received 1/1-
4/21/2006: $ 1,033.00. 

• Donations FFSC has made 2005: 
$2,510.00, 1/1-4/21/2006: $592. 

• Newsletter expenses (bulk mail 
expenses, printing and processing) 2005: 
$5,042.00; expenses 1/1-4/21/2006 
$935.00. 

• Scholarships 2005 and 2006: $2,000 
each year. 

• IDDD 2005: combined with the Nordic 
Heritage Museum’s 25th anniversary 
celebration 160 reservations, all paid 
and showed up. Income $6,461.00, 
expenses $ 5,719 including $350 from 

(Continued on page 25) 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter  
Annual Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2006, Mäki Hall, 4 pm 

Attendees: Gary London (chair), Karoliina Kuisma (secretary), Iida Repo, Fred Messmer, Aini Messmer, 
Jeanne L. Krahn, Stan Krahn, Leo Utter, Charlotte Dike, Jarmo Wallenius, Maarit Wallenius, Lempi 
Wilson, Kaisa London, Fran Whitehill, Pirkko Borland, Brad Borland, Satu Mikkola, Annikki Nevala, 
Michael Nevala, Matt Wirkkala, Tuuli Saloranta, Tatu Saloranta, Amy Madden, Esko Männistö. 
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IDDD 2004. 
 
c. Language classes report: 

• Summer 2005 we were able to offer an 
intensive elementary class. This exceptional 
arrangement was made possible because a 
UW student received a scholarship that was 
directed to FFSC which then organized a 
language class. Three other people also 
registered for that class. Class was taught 
by Lola Rogers in July. 

• Fall 2005 – Spring 2006 classes have been 

taught by John Parker, Jenni Pulju (winter 
and spring) and Ritva Swartz. We have been 
happy to receive very positive feedback 
from the students. 

• Fall quarter we were short of students due 
to unexpected changes in teacher resources 
during the first weeks of the term. Winter 
quarter there were 18 students, and the 
spring quarter has recently started and is 
going well. 

 
d. FFN report: 

• FFN scholarship recipients in the area 
include Mr. Santtu Winter, Ms. Maarit 
Wallenius, FFSC (for movie equipment), Mr. 
Richard Fairbanks, Quartet Masters and 
Katrilli. 

• FFN has started a new program ”Lecturer of 
the Year”, and this year’s lecturer is Ben 
Strout, director of Fire and Ice 
documentary. 

• Performer of the Year 2006 is Kaiku. 

• Mr. Brad Borland has been elected a trustee 
of FFN. 

• Rita Vermala-Koski has been re-elected the 
chair of grants committee. Satu Mikkola 
serves as the Performer of the Year 
coordinator. 

 
e. State of the organization report: 

• Will be published in the next issue of the 
Newsletter. 

 
 
Election of Officers 
 

• The slate of candidates was posted online 15 
days prior to the annual meeting. Returning 
Members-at-Large: Matt Wirkkala, Satu Mikkola, 
Marja Hall. New candidates: Sirkku Vasama, 
Mikko Männistö, JoAnne Rudo; Paula Price (for 
Newsletter Editor), Fran Whitehill (Treasurer), 
Esko Männistö (Membership Secretary), Karoliina 
Kuisma (Secretary), Gary London (President), 
Rita Vermala-Koski (Vice President). 

• Slate approved as suggested.  
 
 
Upcoming activities 
 

• Näkymätön Elina will be shown on Wed 4/26, 
7.30 PM at the Swedish Cultural Center. 

• FinnFest 2006 ”Sisu and Sauna” in Naselle and 
Astoria July 26 through 30.  

• Dead-line for the next Newsletter is May 15. It 
will be a super issue distributed at FinnFest. All 
organizations are encouraged to submit their 
entry describing their organization and its 
activities. 

 

(Continued from page 24) 
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At the end of January, Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter received an email from a young 
woman in Tampere seeking a two-month 
internship in the United States. A second year 
student in audio-visual communications and 
graphic design at Pirkanmaan Taitokeskus, she 
sent along a CV which greatly impressed the FFSC 
board. Within a month, she had an invitation to 
come to Seattle, the arrangements were all 
made, and the flight was booked for her arrival on 
April 4. From the time she disembarked, it was 
clear that the board had made one of its best 
decisions. 

During the time she has been in Seattle, Iida 
Repo has more than fulfilled expectations the 
board had for her. She has worked with our 
newsletter editor, Paula Price, to make changes 
in the format of our publication and to assist in 
putting together this super issue. 

Iida has created a number of suggestions for 
a new logo to identify FFSC in its communications. 
She has also worked with Matt Wirkkala in the 
updating of our website. So efficient is she, that 
she has even prepared a poster for our December 
Independence Day Dinner Dance. In her spare 
time, she also did some posters for the UW Finnish 
Program to advertise language classes. 

Given this flurry of activity, it’s clear that 
Iida is a high-energy individual. In Finland, she is a 
full-time student, participates in student affairs, 
and works two part-time jobs. A graduate of 
Valkekoski Music Institute, she plays piano and 
sings jazz. In her infrequent spare time, she 
enjoys kick boxing, riding motorcycles, and being 
with friends. She is close to her family, including 
an older brother and a younger sister and brother. 

Naturally, she has missed her family and 
friends while here in Seattle, but Skype has kept 
her in close contact with others, especially her 

boyfriend, Sampsa. She has been eager to imbibe 
as much of American culture as possible during 
her time her. That includes tasting Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts and brownies, jogging at Greenlake, 
walking in the Arboretum or along Alki Beach, 
shopping at the malls, going to the movies, 
watching “Oprah” and learning the bus system. 
She has made friends of Finns living here and of 
Americans and has spent time with them. Some 
out-of-town trips are in the planning – to 
Portland, to Vancouver, and 
to the Olympic Peninsula.  

All too soon, Iida will be 
returning to Finland. When 
she goes, she will take with 
her the deep and fond 
appreciation of our chapter. 
How fortunate it was for us 
that she found FFSC when she 
was randomly searching the 
Internet in Finland, looking 
for a possible internship in the 
United States.  

Meet Iida Repo, Fantastic Finnish Intern 

Finnish Night at Horizon House 

Carl Helgren, honorary consul emeritus, is 
still actively promoting Finland well into his ninth 
decade. His most recent effort was a hugely 
successful “Finnish Night” on April 27 at his 
current place of residence, Horizon House, above 
downtown Seattle. 

The gala evening opened with a Finnish meal 
of salad, pea soup, roast lamb, Jansson’s 
Temptation, cabbage casserole, herring, boiled 
onions, and other good things. Residents of 
Horizon House ate so enthusiastically that Carl 
himself had to go without herring. 

Carl had arranged dinner in a more intimate 
setting for some of his personal guests, including 
another Finnish honorary consul emeritus, Norman 
Westerberg, and his wife, Benita. 

 In the interim between dinner and program, 

Carl’s daughter and son-in-law joined him in 
serving residents Finnish vodka with cranberry 
juice. Vodka bottles had been frozen in ice, in 
precisely the manner Carl wanted. 

Carl himself served as master of ceremonies 
for the program, held in the dining hall, which 
was filled to capacity. Carl’s long-time friend and 
fellow consul representing Sweden, John 
Hedberg, opened the show by singing several 
numbers, including one by Oskar Merikanto. He 
was followed by FFSC President Gary London, who 
talked about changes and the continuities in 
Finland over the 45 years since he was first there. 
He also discussed the high level of activity in the 
local Finnish community. Katrilli, which wrapped 
up the program, gave ample proof of the 
impressive activity by Finnish groups in Seattle. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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toured in 1992-3. The play is presented in 
reader’s theater form and will be playing during 
the festival. Performers from Naselle/ Astoria 
area 

From Naselle and Astoria come a large group 
of performers who are practicing and performing 
most all year round. They include from the 
children, the Maypole Dancers, the Children’s 
Kantele Group, the Marimba Band and the 
Children’s Choir. From the talented voices in the 
region come the soloists soprano Lisa Bighill and 
tenor Richard Ellis. Wilho and Kaisa Saari and 
their family focus on the kantele and the 
beginning of the Kalevala; the Naselle Kanteles 
also present another variety of kantele music. 
The Wirkkala/ Koski Family from South of Elk 
Snout Road will present a charming evening of 
music at the Pioneer Lutheran Church in Deep 
River. The dancers of the Astoria Midsummer 
Festival will take time from their busy schedules 
performing and working this summer to appear at 
our festival. They include the young Nordics, the 
teen Vikings, and the adult Scandia group. The 
bluegrass band The Brownsmead Flats have 
original songs and style and a Finn, Ray Raihala, 
at the center as they sing their own, “ Heikki, 
Light the Sauna!” to liven up a concert. 

Registration may be completed on the forms 
which you will be provided to you by no later than 
the end of May. The registration fees increase 
after June 15, 2006 

You will be able to pick up your completed 
registration packets at the Holiday Inn Express in 
Astoria on Tuesday, July 25th, between 1:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m.. Registration packets will also be 
available from 8:00 am to 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 26th, and Thursday, July 27th, 
at the same location. 

On Friday, July 28, the registration packets 
will be available in the main entry at the Naselle 
Schools from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and again on 

Saturday morning, July 29, from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m.  

(Continued from page 13) 

Accompanied by the talented duo, Folk Voice, 
Katrilli skillfully and engagingly performed a 
number of dances, before drawing some from the 
audience onto the dance floor.  

As the program and the evening, drew to an 
end, attendees left with smiles and expressions of 
satisfaction. Carl later reported that some had 
told him that this was the best program they’d 
seen while at Horizon House. The lion’s share of 
the thanks goes to Carl, who planned the entire 
evening and who carried it off with such aplomb. 
While his official service to Finland ended years 
ago, he is obviously still very much one of the 
most effective of its local representatives. 

(Continued from page 26) 

ScanSelect, Inc. 
Scandinavian Specialties 

www.scanselect.com 

Anne-Lise Berger 
Ozzie Keithammer 

 

6719 15th Avenue NW 1-877-784-7020 
Seattle, WA 98117 206-784-7020 
E-mail: foods@scanselect.com Fax: 206-783-6218 

Imported Foods & Gifts from Scandinavia 
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Katrilli News 

by JoAnne Rudo 

May is here with all of its beauty and Katrilli 
is beginning their busy season. We performed for 
the residents of the Horizon House which is a 
lovely retirement center in Seattle. It was 
memorable in several aspects: Kathleen and Chris 
Luquette made their performing debut. They 
were a bit nervous, I still get nervous after many 
years of performing) but they were all smiles 
when they realized how well they did and how 
much fun it was. Elaine Packard also had a first as 
her foot became entangled with another dancer's 
foot and down she went. The audience gave a 
uniformed sound of concern, but Elaine didn't 
miss a beat and went on dancing. Folk Voice 
played for us using several different instruments 
and their music made the event quite enjoyable. 
Best of all, the audience was super 
complimentary which is good for all of our egos. 

By the time this report is printed, Katrilli will 
have performed for the Swedish Club's 
membership dinner and for the Sweden's National 
Flag Day. Yes, Katrilli really is a Finnish Folkdance 
group but many of our dances and costumes show 
Swedish influence. Katrilli once again has been 
asked to give an hour performance for the City of 
Renton as they open their Farmer's Market. Last 
year, it poured for our outdoor performance, but 
the produce that was purchased at the market 
was wonderful and full of moisture. 

Katrilli will travel to Astoria for their annual 
Midsummer festival and the last week of June we 
will be at Skandia's beautiful traditional 
Midsommarfest celebration held at St. Edward 
Park in Kenmore, WA. Of course, we will be in 

Naselle in July for the much anticipated FinnFest. 

Along with all the performances and practice, 
we are still trying to perfect our choreographed 
rake dance done with old-time wooden farm 
implements. Thus far, we have avoided 
concussions with the lowering and raising of these 
wooden tools. Elisabet Arnold not only is teaching 
the rake dance but she is also working on doing a 
solo dance from Karelia which will be introduced 
in our new spring/summer season. Elisabet with 
her grace and long hair will be delightful to 
watch. Did I also mention that she is quite lovely 
and young? 

Katrilli is delighted to have been awarded a 
grant in order to make some new costumes. We 
are now in the process of trying to decide how to 
best use the grant--a lovely position to be in. 
With new members and some of our costumes 
showing much wear, the grant is most welcomed! 

Katrilli members, Marja Hall and JoAnne Rudo 
have been elected to serve on the Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter Executive Board. They 
are both excited to be involved with this 
impressive organization. You too can become 
involved with Finnish traditions and culture while 
exercising and enjoying fun, lively people by 
folkdancing with us. You are welcomed to Katrilli 
with or without a costume--clothes, however, are 
mandatory! Contact JoAnne at 
joannerudo@hotmail.com or Marja at 
spoon531@hotmail.com. 

Continued from Page 2   

26-30 FINNFEST USA '06 
Information: PO Box 156, Naselle WA 
98638, Phone: 1-800-851-3466 

Astoria, Oregon and Naselle, WA 
http://www.finnfest2006.org 

30 Folk trio, Ampron Prunni  
Email vecarlson@hotmail.com or call 
360 875 5123. 

At the historic Raymond Theatre, 323 
Third. Raymond, WA (37 miles North of 
Naselle on Highway 101).  

   

September  FFSC Finnish Language Classes begin  

November    

4 10 am Finnish Community Bazaar NHM, Seattle 

December    

2 6 pm Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla, Finland's 
Independence Day Celebration 

SCC 

Calendar 
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Now is the time to 
encourage family and 
friends to join FFSC. Now 
would also be a good time to 
remind those with lapsed 
memberships, of three (3) years 
or more, to renew. 

Giving the gift of a FFSC 
membership is a great idea. 
Simply ask that 
your name be 
placed on the 
membership 
application in the 
spot marked 
“Referred By” or 
indicate same when 
making payment. This 
will be our signal to 
enter you in the 

competition for these fabulous 
prizes: 

The member bringing in the 
greatest number if 

new/renewed memberships will 
receive the 1st prize of 
beautiful Finnish Designed 
Glass. Our 2nd prize is for two 
tickets to the Independence 
Day Dinner Dance (IDDD) to be 
held on December 2, 2006. Our 
3rd prize is a box of fine Finnish 
Chocolates. 

The effective dates for this 
Membership Drive Contest 
are from January 1 to 
October 31, 2006. 
Please help us to increase 

the membership in FFSC in 
2006. 

Questions…please call chapter 
VP, Rita Vermala-Koski, at (206) 
363-0225. 

Increasing Our Membership Could Make You a Winner!  

**** Referred By: On Membership Form (Page 31) fill out your name here. 

CHARTREUSE 

2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 
and international new design.  

Many designer pieces from the  
1950s through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, 
Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 
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The Museum’s 23rd annual Tivoli/Viking Days 
celebration offers unique entertainment and food 
only available in Ballard. It includes food 
representing each of the Nordic countries such as 
Swedish meatballs, Norwegian Lefse, Danish 
æbleskiver, Finnish smoked salmon sandwiches 
and a variety of Icelandic delicacies. High quality 

Nordic crafts will be for sale and Vikings, clad in 
authentic costumes, will show Viking life. 

Admission to Tivoli and the Museum is free. 
Script to pay for food and kids’ events will be 
available for purchase. More info: 206-789-5707, 
www.nordicmuseum.org 

The Nordic Heritage Museum is located at 3014 
NW 67th, Seattle WA, 98117, 14 blocks north of 
the Ballard locks. The Museum is open Tuesday-
Saturday 10-4 and Sunday 12-4 and Monday 
closed. Admission to Museum exhibitions are $6 
for general admission, $5 for seniors and $4 for 
children K-12. 

Tivoli / Viking Days 2006 —   July 8 & 9  
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 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 
 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50  Lifetime $300 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  __________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

Commercial Display Advertisements 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For Individuals 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 

FFSC Newsletter FFSC@finns.org June / July 2006 

**** Referred By:  



Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle WA  98175-0052 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Seattle, WA 
Permit # 492 

June / July 2006 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter 

Page  32  

Finnish Groups & Businesses Around  
the Northwest 


