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Saturday December 8th, 2001 
 

See Pages 16-17 

Seattle’s 23rd Annual 
Finnish Community 

Bazaar 
 

November 3, 2001 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

See Page 3 

 

Mr. Mäläskä 
Concert, Dance and Workshop 

See Page 4 
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Please send all membership inquiries, payments or changes of address to FFSC PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA, 98125. or e-
mail FFSC@finns.org. Do not send these to the editors, your request will be handled faster by contacting the chapter directly, 
the editor will only be able to forward your request to the address above. 

Oct 6-7 10-5PM Scandinavian Days, Puyallup  (253) 845-5446 

Oct 7 8:30 AM Monthly Pancake Breakfast with live Scandinavian music at the  
  Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N $6 

Oct  8 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Oct  10-5PM Nordic Cooking Classes  (253) 927-9620  $5/class 
  Scandinavian Cultural Center at Pacific Lutheran University 
  October 17, 23, 27, 30 

Oct 21 1:30 Mr. Mäläskä — Music Workshop—Swedish Cultural Center 

Oct 26 7:30 Mr. Mäläskä — Concert and Dance—Swedish Cultural Center 

Nov 3 9:30  Annual Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum 

Nov 12  7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Nov 22  Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 8  FFSC Independence Day Dinner and Dance, Mountaineers Club 
Dec 25  Christmas Day 

Jan 1, 2002  New Year’s Day 

Mar 21—24, 2002 Finlandia Foundation National meets in Seattle 

 
 
 
 

To contact FFSC Officers: 
Byron Wicks: President, 425-641-8724 or 425-643-1313 
Gary London: Vice President, 206-632-3357 
Membership Secretary: Pentti Rinne   
Email: pentti@pentti.seanet.com 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2001 FFSC NEWSLETTER 

Editor: Paula Linnala Price 
23405 NE 73rd St 
Redmond WA  98053-7915 
Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: Paula.Price@finns.org 

Note: The December/January issue will be published after the Independence Day Celebration Dinner 
and Dance.  That way we will be able to report on the festivities. 
 
 
 
 
 
Back Cover—Page 24: Tanhuajat pose at the Astoria Midsummer Festival in Astoria, Oregon, June 2001 
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Seattle’s 23rd Annual 

Finnish 
Community 

Bazaar 
 

November 3, 2001 

9:30 AM — 2:30 PM 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 

in Ballard 

The 23rd annual Seattle Finnish 
Community Bazaar opens again at 9:30 AM 
at the Nordic Heritage Museum on 
Saturday, November 3rd.  

The Museum, at 3014 NW 67th 
Street, has parking available from NW 68th 
Street, and Metro bus #17 serves nearby 
32nd Avenue NW. A dozen Finnish 
organizations await your support for their 
sales tables, while you converse with 
friends and enjoy luncheon snacks. 
Organized by the Finnish American Heritage 
Committee, the bazaar has become an 
important social gathering for Seattle's 

Finns and their friends.  

Bazaar sales hours extend from 9:30 
AM to 2:30 PM. 

Tervetuloa!  

Welcome to the  
Finnish Community Bazaar! 



Direct from Finland 
The talented duo, Mr. Mäläskä 
Antti Soininen on violin 
Pekka Pentikäinen on 2- row and 5- row accordions 

http://webusers.siba.fi/~asoinine/malaska.htm 
Two Very Special Finnish Folk Music Events 
at the Swedish Cultural Center:  
1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle, WA  98109      Tel:  (206) 283-1090 
 

Concert and Dance on Friday, October 26, 2001  7:30 - 10:30 PM 
Pekka Pentikäinen, accordionist and Antti Soininen, violinist will perform a one-hour concert 
followed by a two-hour dance.  These musicians are known in Finland for their work with the 
Pirnales ensemble and the Katrilli dance group.  They have studied both classical and folk 
music. Their CD, Mr. Mäläskä, recorded at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, is an album 
featuring their own compositions.  They have performed all over Finland at many festivals, 
including the famous summer festival at Kaustinen, Finland. 

Admission at the door only is $10 for SCC members and $12 for non-members. 
 

Music Workshop — Sunday, October 21, 2001  1:30 - 5:30 PM 
Antti Soininen will instruct the violin players and Pekka Pentikäinen will instruct the 
accordion players.  Sheet music will be provided.  Other instruments are welcome. 
Snacks & Beverages included with the workshop. 
 

Pre-registration received by Tuesday, October 16:  $20 per person. 
At the door:  $30 per person. 

Please use the form below and send with check  payable to Finnish Workshops addressed to: 
 

Finnish Workshops, C/O Gay L. Nixon, 1609 – 175th St SW, Lynnwood, WA 98037 
Need more info? 
gaynixon@juno.com  or (425) 743-5450 (Gay) 
fvband@nwlink.com  or (206) 368-5408 (Birgit) 

(206) 368-9720 (Philip) 
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 Name of musician or group contact person: __________________________________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________City: ___________________Zip: ________ 
 

Phone: ___________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 
 

Names for Violin Group: _________________________________________________________ 
(use additional sheet if more space is required) 

Number of persons for Violin Group: ______  Number of persons for Accordion Group: ________ 
 

Names for Accordion Group: ______________________________________________________ 
(use additional sheet if more space is required) 

Please pay by check; do not send cash.   Amount Enclosed: $______________       Thank you. 
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Christmas Greetings! 

Your holiday greeting will be printed in the December 2001 FFSC Newsletter 

Joulutervehdys! 

 
 
NAME(S)  _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/LOCATION  ____________________________________________________________  

PERSONAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ($3.00) _______________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

The cost is $2.00 plus an optional $3.00 for a personal Christmas message.  
Please submit by November 15th to: 

FFSC — PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98125 
or sign up at the BAZAAR, November 3rd, 2001. 

Any questions? Please call 425-868-1822. 

Immediate Need 
 

Finnish Language Teachers Needed  
for the  

FFSC Finnish Language Classes 
 

Several instructors may not be able to finish out their term as instructors  
at the FFSC Finnish classes.   

These classes are held every Thursday evening at 7 PM at the  
Finnish Lutheran Church,  8504 13th Avenue NW in Ballard. 

The Fall Session 2001 lasts until December 6, 2001.   
Winter Session 2002 is from January 10 — March 28, 2002. 

 
If you can teach a class, please contact Volunteer Coordinator,  
Carl Torkko at 206-244-6820  or Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724  
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT STUDYING FINNISH: 
 

On September 13th FFSC’s Finnish Language 
classes began the fall term.  Why people would 
subject themselves to the frustrations of learning 
Finnish? I can understand why that might be for 
people such as myself, who have Finnish blood 
flowing in our veins. I am one of those Finnish-
Americans who did not learn the Finnish language 
in childhood.  About 100 years ago, my 
grandparents came from Laihia, Evijärvi, 
Alajärvi, and Hailuoto. My parents did not learn 
English at home, because their parents spoke 
only Finnish. Only when they went to school, did 
they learn English.  And there were no special 
English-as-a-second-language classes in those 
days either.  If they did not speak English very 
well, the kids just sat in first grade until they 
learned it. 

When I was a child, I thought it was just 
that my parents wanted a secret language for 
conversing about things that my young ears were 
not supposed to hear.  But then years later, it 
occurred to me that my parents just wanted me 
to be a regular American kid, speaking English 
and not some foreign tongue.  That was 
shortsighted, of course.  People who are fluent in 
two or three languages have a big advantage in 
today’s world. But six decades ago, my parents 
did not realize that. It was years later, also, that 
I found out my parents called me all kinds of bad 
names in Finnish when I misbehaved. I knew they 
were mad at me, of course, I just didn’t 
understand what they were calling me. 

So I struggle along with the other students, 
trying to remember what endings to put on those 
nouns.  And let me think – what ending goes on 
the verb with sinä? The thought has crossed my 
mind that perhaps I am empathizing with my 
grandparents. They struggled through poverty as 

new immigrants.  I struggle with the Finnish 
language.  

Then there are those in our Finnish 
language classes who are not of Finnish ancestry.  
Why are they studying Finnish?  A few are 
because they are married to Finns. And then 
there are others who have traveled or will be 
traveling to Finland and want to learn a little of 
the language. And then we have a few who do 
not fit in any of those categories – they are just 
interested in learning Finnish.  I have to 
commend them. They do not have an excuse like 
most of us.   

By the way, we are always looking for 
Finnish language teachers for the classes.  Each 
session is 12 weeks, and the classes are held on 
Thursday evenings from 7 to 9.  Send us a note, if 
you are interested in teaching Finnish. Who 
knows, you may be able to explain the partitive 
case to your students. Just think how rewarding 
that would be. 

Näkemiin,  

Byron Wicks 
President, FFSC 

 

Condolences 
Irma Johnson Arndt, in the loss of her sister, Elma Olson 

 

In Memoriam 
Harriet Pontinen Lum 

Helmi Keski 
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Muistaako Kukaan Suomalaisista Tätä Miestä? 
 
Kyseinen Juho Nestori KASKELA  s.6.12.1899 suomessa, ja joka muutti vuonna 1910 Red Lodgeen 
Montanaan. Sieltä hän siirtyi Washingtonin  Seattleen, jossa piti ainakin vuosien –1963 – 1977                                      
saunaa suomalaisille, ja saunan nimenä oli CRYSTAL STEAM BATH. Koska vielä saattaa olla henkilöitä, 
jotka muistavat jotain ko. John Kaskelasta, pyydänkin apuanne. Kuolinajasta ja paikasta (mahd 
Connecticut? 1964) ei ole varmuutta.  Mikäli joku muistaa ja tunnistaa ko henkilön tai osaa neuvoa 
mistä asiaa voisi kysellä, ottaisin kiitollisuudella kaiken tiedon vastaan. 
 Kiittäen— 

Irma Leppälä, Box 24, 67101 Kokkola  Finland Europe    j.leppala@surfeu.fi  

 

Does Anybody Remember This Man? 
 
Juho Nestori KASKELA, born December 6, 1899 in Finland, moved in 1910 to Red Lodge, Montana.  
From there he moved to Seattle, Washington, where he had a sauna for the Finns, maybe around 1963 
-1977.  The sauna was called CRYSTAL STEAM BATH. Maybe there are some people who still remember 
John Kaskela, I’m asking for help. Date and location of death is uncertain (maybe Connecticut? 1964). 
If anyone remembers this person or can direct me where to ask, I will receive all responses with many 
thanks. 
 With Thanks — 

Irma Leppälä, Box 24, 67101 Kokkola  Finland Europe    j.leppala@surfeu.fi  
 
 

(The above inquiries were also received by Pastor Seppo Hartikainen of the Finnish Lutheran 
Church and he has responded with general information.  But this way we will be able to 
reach more people and hopefully someone who has some information.)  

Trying to trace Mother’s Uncle 
 
I'm trying to trace an old family member of mine (my mother's uncle) that emigrated from the 
Finnish-speaking part of northern Sweden. He came 1912-1915, first to mines on the Upper 
Peninsula in Michigan. He later wrote home and said that he was going to continue to 
'Tyynenmeren ranta'; which I guess could be Washington State. I know a lot of Finns worked in the 
mines of Washington.  Unfortunately the contact was then broken with the relatives back home in 
Sweden. 
 
I'm now trying to locate him with the help of Internet. Since he came from a part of Sweden where 
the Laestanian church is/was very strong I though you might be able to advice me. 
 
His name in Sweden was Hugo Valdemar Isaksson Karkiainen (he was called 'Valte' and he was born 
July 31st 1888 in the village of Teurajärvi, Korpilombolo Parish in Norrbottens län.  
 
I believe that he, like his other relatives, started to use the name Isaacson in the US. 
 
Do you happen to know which areas that attracted the most Finns in the ac 1915-25? etc. 
 
/best regards, Håkan Bergström, for the time being in Brussels, Belgium 
 
keisu@brutele.be 
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Finns Work Hard .... and They Play Hard, Too 

An Interview with Maria Serenius 

Maria Serenius was Consul General of Finland in Los 
Angeles until July 2001.  

By Susan (Pakenen) Holway  

Finding the office of the Finnish Consul 
General in Los Angeles is easy if you go by 
taxi. When I ask the driver where he is from, 
he replies, “A country that doesn't exist 
anymore." I picture Karelia, the part of 
Finland taken by Russia in 1939. Then he 
adds, "The Ukraine". This is my introduction 
to Consulate Row. 

The neighborhood is just a few blocks from 
President Ronald Reagan's office, an area of 
sleek office buildings and ritzy hotels. I ride 
an elevator to the 21st floor. It is quiet with 
no one around. The locked door at the end 
of the hall is marked by only a small sign for 
the consulate. Is this Finnish modesty at 
work? 

I buzz, the door clicks open, and I enter a 
large bare room. On the far side a 
receptionist speaks to me from behind 
bulletproof glass. "Please take a seat," she 
says 

Turquoise velour stools cluster around a 
table. Behind them appear to be curved 
music stands. I approach them cautiously 
and find them to be supportive backs. This 
is innovative Finnish design. 

Before long, Consul General Maria Serenius 
breezes in. She introduces me to her 
assistant, Mirja Corvarrubias, who asks, “Is 
it true that all the Finns in Naselle are 
named Wirkkala?" I laugh; myths die hard. 
Not all, but a lot are and some immigrants 
changed their name to Wirkkala because it 
was so common there. 

I learn that the locks and bulletproof glass 
are for all consulates, not just those in Los 
Angeles. They are protection from people 
who might stage a demonstration or be 
upset if they are refused a passport or visa. 
The Finnish government had taken these 
safety measures for all consulates. Like the 
United States and its embassies overseas, 

Finland feels the need for its offices to have 
strong security. 

Maria's comer office has glass from the floor 
to the ceiling overlooking the lush Los 
Angeles Golf Course. Like Maria herself, the 
office is spare yet elegant. Alvar Aalto vases 
and glass woodland birds cluster on 
bookshelves. 

Maria exudes a youthful energy that belies 
the 25 years experience she has in the 
diplomatic field. The Consul General of Los 
Angeles serves 13 Western states including 
California, Oregon, Alaska, and Washington. 
Her duties include working with many 
honorary consuls; the regular consular 
business of issuing visas, passports and 
promoting Finland and Finnish business. 

Many women are leaders in Finland, but 
Maria is the first woman to be Consul 
General of the West. At the end of July 
(2001), Maria will finish her term of service 
and return to Finland for reassignment. 
Because of her varied experience and 
success as the first woman in this job, I was 
eager to hear from her. 

In 1997, Maria was representing Finland as 
Minister Counselor in Japan. Then the 
Ambassador called: Would she be willing to 
come to Los Angeles immediately to serve as 
Consul General there? The consul was 
leaving and there was some doubt whether 
the government would even keep the office 
open. 

"I was coming from the East, another world 
from Europe and the U.S., more formal and 
structured. Japan's business culture is 
something like Finland's with a certain 
formality," she says. She came to Los 
Angeles and her first impression was how 
relaxed and open it was, how easy it was to 
have "contacts" here. She wanted to stay. 
But was there really enough work to keep 
the office open? If not, the government 
would close the consulate for good. 

She knew it was up to her to bring vitality 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Finns Work Hard .... and They Play Hard, Too 

and force to the office, to do “something brand new." 
Maria began looking around. When she arrived in the 
US, the whole West Coast was already very important 
to the technology or " high tech" field. Finland was 
gaining prominence in the Wireless and Information 
Technology area. The Finnish company names of Nokia 
and Linux were becoming household words. Could 
there be a way to bring together these two countries 
and their common interests in the future? 

Maria says, "I am not high tech."  When she was in 
school, she studied international politics, but "That 
was a long time ago.... Using a computer did not come 
natural to me." Even though her husband is a 
consultant for high tech companies, she was a bit 
resistant. "We don't accept all the follies of this age [of 
computers and dot.corn millionaires. At our age [Maria 
is 53], we learn to be a bit careful — and then give in." 

And give in she did. 

Maria knew she had to focus. "Finland is so small," she 
states. "It has only 5 million people whereas there are 
12 million people in the greater Los Angeles area 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

 425-641-9980 / 800-909-6647 

Email TVLTIME@TVLTIME.COM  

 4122 Factoria Blvd SE, ° 305  Bellevue, WA 98006 

TAHITI, HAWAII, MEXICO... 

alone... We needed 'value-added 
goals' to make an impact." 

She chose a direction. "This is not 
an embassy nor a plan for 
cultural center, but a 'pilot 
embassy' to try out the idea of 
promoting Information 
Technology and Wireless 
Technology in many facets." 

And the software world knows 
Finnish companies more as 
Finland knows American 
companies. Business is going 
great with partnerships formed 
and Finland reaching prominence 
as a business partner. Maria feels 
one of her strong points has been 
providing a background for these 
high tech folks of different ages 
and nationalities to get together 
in a casual relaxed atmosphere. 
By providing opportunities for 
their meeting one another, Maria 
has helped individuals form 
partnerships, teams, and 
business deals. 

"I like this culture of 
relaxed fun," she states. "In 
Finland people are careful 
and cautious but here I found no 
‘stiff’ dinners, no ‘stiff' get-
togethers. People are at ease 
with each other.... Finns are a 
bit too serious. They joke about 
things here. We Finns could learn 
something from this. That 
relaxation carries over to start 
up businesses, too.” 

“In Finland, people are cautious 
and avoid taking risks," Maria 
says. "They view bankruptcy as a 
catastrophe. Here if you fail, 
people think, 'So What?' And then 
start another business." 

And the new young Finnish 
professionals are different from 
earlier waves of immigrants. The 
earliest Finns to come to America 
knew they would never see their 
homelands or families again. 
Even immigrants in the 1960s did 
not visit Finland frequently. But 
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these young people in many different fields 
Maria says, “are very international.... But 
this is not such a big step: Finland is very 
Americanized now." 

And these "new Finns" go back to Finland 
frequently, as much as once a month. "They 
get their Finnish culture that way," Maria 
says. “They have not come to settle. Instead 
they come for two years at most, then go 
back to Finland, then later they go off to 
France or Germany.” 

They are not likely to go to Suomi Hall dance 
or worship at a Finnish church or work with 
an organization like folk festivals or lodges or 
foundations. Instead they have a network of 
other people in their 20s and 30s. They 
connect by e-mail, and meet at restaurants 
or discotheques once a week or so. "They are 
not interested in other forms of socializing," 
Maria finds. 

The implications for Finnish-American 
organizations are grave if they are hoping to 
add new life to their organizations by 
recruiting young Finnish immigrants. 
However, as discouraging as this sounds for 
the future of these groups, Maria agrees the 
picture may change altogether once these 
“new Finns" have children. They may want to 
participate in Suomi Koulu (a Finnish school) 
or a children's choir and then be drawn into 
other cultural activities. 

Another aspect of Maria's job, promoting 
Finnish culture, is easier because of the 
prominence of Finnish stars like the 
conductor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Esa-Pekka Salonen. 

"He is such a darling of Los Angeles," Maria 
enthuses. “He has star power. San Francisco 
and New York think we are in 'La-La Land' as 
far as culture goes, but even they respect 
him and his orchestra." 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 18) 

Northwest Pelimannit played the 3-hour 3rd Friday dance at Cedar Valley grange for 
Skandia.  It was very well attended and the music was much appreciated.   

The dance started with Titityjenkka, a Finnish mixer, which got nearly everyone up 
and dancing right at the start.  We were most grateful to Willy and Tom Evans for leading 
and teaching Kikapoo and to Hans Klein and Nancy Tsu for teaching and leading Kerenski.  
Those Finnish dances were enjoyed by all.  

We received many compliments, people danced right to the very end and walked up 
to the stage and clapped for us.  We were very pleased. 
 

Northwest Pelimannit at Play 

The 6 band 
members from left 
to right are as 
follows:  Jan 
Erakare, bass and 
sound man;  Kim 
Whittle, flute;  Gay 
Nixon, accordion;  
Phil Wilkinson, 
violin;  Beth 
Matheny, violin, and 
Shirley Makela, 
violin. 
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Nordic Heritage Museum 
Connect with your roots! 

Preserve a rich heritage for your family 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

enjoy these benefits 
• Unlimited free Museum admission  

• 10% Gift Shop Discount  

• Unlimited use of reference library  

• Invitations to previews and receptions  

• Discounts to most Museum-sponsored events  

• Museum newsletter  
 

Use this page to become a member of the Nordic Heritage 
Museum family. Fill in the membership form below and send it to the Museum with your check in the 
appropriate amount and you will immediately begin to receive notices regarding all Museum events 
and invitations to previews and other special events.  
 
With your membership card you will be able to take a 10% discount on all purchases at the Gift Shop 
located on the Museum's second floor. This shop has the largest selection of Scandinavian books in the 
area, an eclectic choice of CDs, and a wide assortment of gifts with that special Scandinavian flair 
and style. 
 
 
Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print the name of each family member, business partner or officer who will receive membership benefits. 
Family membership benefits are applicable only for those living in the same household.  
 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________ 
 
Home Phone  (         )  _______________________   Email ___________________________________ 
 
Ethnic Background   ________________________________      Generation ________________ 
 
Please check one of the following membership categories (benefits described below):  
 
 $20 Student/Senior (62+)   $100 Sustaining  $ 50 Organization, Level 1 

 $35 Senior Couple (62+)   $250 Patron   $100 Organization, Level 2 

 $30 Individual    $400 Business  

 $50 Family     $750 President's Club  

 

$ _______  Membership Payment         Check enclosed   Visa   MasterCard 

$ _______  Additional Contribution   Credit Card# ________________________________ Exp. _______ 

 

$ _______  Total Payment  Signature _________________________________________  

Mail to: 
Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 
Seattle,  WA  98117 

 
(206) 789-5707 
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By Hilda Wilson Krahn 

My daughter Charlotte Tait and I flew to 
Finland, departing on May 4th and returning 
on May 14th, 2001.  It was something I had 
wanted to do again since my trip in 1995. 

My mother came from a family of 11 and she 
left her birthplace of Himanka, Finland in 
1904 and was never able to go back. 
However, a great number of her brothers 
and sisters remained in and around their 

birthplace so there are a lot of my relatives 
still living in and around this small town just 
off the Bay of Bothnia. 

Char and I flew SAS to Copenhagen and then 
to Helsinki.  We stayed at a Best Western 
Hotel Seaside for two nights and the 
accommodations were excellent, within 
walking distance to their Saturday Flea 
Market.  It was too early in the year for their 
outdoor vegetable, fruit and flower market, 
however, the Flea Market merchandise 
looked just the same as the stuff we have 
here.   

Sunday, May 5 was my daughter’s birthday so 
we had dinner in Espoo with my cousin and 

her family and some from Porvoo. We rented 
a car in Helsinki so the next morning my 
cousin and her husband offered to drive and 
we drove to their home in Kokkola which was 
about 400 kilometers away.  Reino warmed 
up the sauna that evening and the next 
morning we drove to Rovaniemi which is 
located at the Arctic Circle.  The big Kemi 
River was still covered with ice and on the 
way up we got to see one of the big ice 
breaker ships.  No snow, only blue skies and 
sunshine.  We stayed the night at a Sokos 
Hotel and crossed the Arctic Circle and 

visited Santa Claus and 
his workshop.  It is 
called the Village of 
Father Christmas with 
its own post office to 
which every year 
children address their 
Christmas requests.  
Santa responds to each 
of them, sending 
personalized letters with 
his own special stamp.  
There was very little 
snow there but we did 
see a couple of his 
reindeer grazing on 
straw. 

The next day, we visited 
the ARKTIKUM CENTER, 
inaugurated in 1992. It 
depicts the history of 
the Sami people and 
shows the devastation of 
that area by the 
Russians during the 

Second World War.  However, it has been 
rebuilt and houses which were destroyed 
have been restored.  It is a wonderfully built 
museum and one could spend almost a whole 
day in order to see everything.  I was 
impressed with the building and the exhibits. 

We drove back to Kokkola, but they had 
supper ready for us at my cousin’s home in 
Himanka.  The next day we visited the 18 
hole Golf Course to which Reino and Elvi 
belong, and to my disbelief, there was snow 
and people were teeing off. We also took 
time to go shopping and explore the area in 
and around Kokkola. Kokkola can be reached 
by train and has a nice airport. Friday, we 

(Continued on page 13) 

My Trip to Finland 
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visited my cousin who lives in Pietarsaari, a 
city with a large population of Swedes. We 
visited a very old beautiful church. 

By this time, Saturday had rolled around and 
this was the day for the big family reunion, 
for all to visit with me and Char.  About 60 
people gathered for a wonderful poached 
salmon dinner at a popular 
restaurant in Himanka, This is where 
I really got to meet all of my 
relatives.  However, that was only 
the beginning of the day.  My cousin 
Yrjö Oja is a retired Sea Captain and 
he has restored an old school house 
into a museum. 

Yrjö’s museum is full of maritime 
memorabilia in one section and the 
rest of two-story building has been 
restored into the schoolhouse which 
it once was, with original desks, 
organs. The kitchen and bakery in 
which the schoolteacher, who lived 
on the 2nd floor, prepared lunch for 
the students every day was the only 
room which had any heat.  Some of 
my cousins remembered going to 
school there.  Then we drove to 
Yrjö’s home where he had fired up his sauna 
and then two more stops to Kalajoki and then 
home for the night with Reino and Elvi. 
Sunday was Mother’s Day and the flag of 
Finland was flying everywhere.  Back to 
Helsinki, to stay at the Holiday Inn near the 
airport for our departure on Monday.  My 
cousin’s daughter and her husband 
volunteered to take our rental car back to 
the airport for us and said they would pick us 
up the next morning and take us to the 
airport, which we appreciated very much.  

My daughter didn’t speak any Finnish and 
Reino and Elvi spoke very little English so I 
was the interpreter, in fact I found myself 
speaking to Char in Finnish.  My rusty Finnish 
was getting better and better, only once 
again to be forgotten. 

We arrived to pouring rain at SeaTac, having 
had a most wonderful trip.  

Never put off till tomorrow what you can do 
today. 

P.S. 
I almost forgot to tell everyone that last year 
Finns consumed about 160 liters of coffee per 
person, an average of four cups a day.  This is 
a world record. 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

My Trip to Finland 
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Finnish Wedding Exhibit at the Nordic Heritage Museum 

 

Lennie Husa, President of Finlandia Foundation 
Inland Northwest, Spokane, his wife Florence, and 
his sister Mabel Husa Belka, attending the opening 
of the Finnish Weddng Exhibit on June 16 at the 
Suomi-Finland Room, Nordic Heritage Museum. 

Exhibit of couple in traditional wedding finery. 

Part of exhibit 
of coffee pots 
in the S-F 
Room from the 
collection of 
Kaisa Kivimäki. 

Family scene in kitchen from the regular exhibit in the 
S-F Room. 

Wedding photos from the exhibit. 

Finnish Wedding Exhibit at the Nordic Heritage Museum 
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Tanhuajat in waltz form at Scandinavian Midsummer Festival, Astoria, 
Oregon, June 23, 2001 

Northwest Pelimannit play at Midsommar Fest in Kenmore 

Above and Left—
Displays from the S-F 
Room at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum. 
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Finnish Independence Day Celebration 
1917 – 2001 

Dinner & Dance 
 

Saturday December 8th, 2001 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

 Social Hour 6:00 PM 
 Dinner 7:00 PM 
 Dance 9:15 PM 

 

You are cordially invited to an evening of  special  
music, dinner, dancing and door prizes.   

Join us to commemorate Finland’s day of  national independence. 
 

Providing our dance program this year is Pete Leinonen’s Salon du Swing, 
preceded by a delicious three-course dinner with a vegetarian option. 

 
To best plan for the event, paid reservations are requested by  

November 28th .   
 

To avoid disappointment, be sure to send in your reservation early. 
While inquiries into availability may be made several days prior to the  

event, space may not be available.   
 

We encourage car pooling to help alleviate parking congestion and  
to allow those without vehicles to come and enjoy the evening  

celebrating this special occasion. 
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Finnish Independence Day Celebration 
1917 – 2001 

Dinner & Dance 
 

Saturday December 8th, 2001 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

For additional information e-mail FFSC@finns.org or call 
Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or Gary London at 206-632-3357 

 

Please send your check with this form (or facsimile) by November 28th
 to: 

 
IDDD Committee 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter $35 per person 
PO Box 75052  
Seattle WA  98125 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  

Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________  

Phone (_______)  _______________________  E-mail _______________________________  

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names)  __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

❑ Hearing impaired: I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing. 

❑ For dinner, I would prefer a vegetarian meal. 

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  
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And Salonen is only one of many talented 
conductors from Finland leading orchestras in 
the US and Canada. Many of them studied at 
the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, Finland, 
working under the gifted Jorma Pannula. And 
because of teachers like him, "Finland leads 
the world in music education now," Maria 
reminds me. “Every country has the same 
amount of talent, but in Finland there are 27 
full-size symphonies. People here are amazed 
that even small cities like Seinajoki and 
Rovaniemi have symphonies." 

Maria has had time to reflect on areas of 
governance that challenge the U S and 
Finland. Though reluctant to criticize, Maria, 
when pressed, posits, “Americans need to pay 
attention to health care. If 30 percent of the 
population is not covered by health care, this 
is a problem.” And although Western states 
have lead other states in environmental 
protection, there is still much work to do. 

As for Finland, Maria reflects, "There is not 
enough funding now... The university system 
needs attention. There have been reductions 
in both the educational and health care 
systems. The government pays for these 
things, which means very high taxes.... 
Perhaps Finns could learn from Americans, 
learn to use more volunteers and their 
organizations. It is a wonderful way to get 
people together." 

Maria looks forward to returning to Finland 
for the “very ordinary things: the 
“nature" (that is, the forest), the lightness, 
the fragile light of summer, having Finnish 
news easily available on television and radio, 
the sauna, the winter, snow, and her family 
and friends. "And yes, she does wonder about 
the effect of the darkness of winter on her 
after her years in a southern climate. 

Maria has enjoyed Los Angeles and the West 
especially for the variety of landscapes. “I 
can go to the mountains, the desert, the 
ocean and the countryside," Maria says. “It is 
one of the most beautiful places in the world, 
if not THE most beautiful." She and her 
husband get out and go hiking every weekend 
they can to drink in the landscape. "One 
lifetime is not enough to explore what there 
is here," she says. 

She has also loved meeting Finns from all 
over the West, from Butte, Montana to Red 
Lodge, from Astoria, Oregon to Olympia, 
Washington to Anchorage, Alaska. "Stories 
telling how people survived are tragic, 
hilarious, and human all at once. I love 
listening to how they came to the United 
States... the harsh working conditions and 
their determination to succeed." She 
recently visited Scofield, Utah for a 
centennial commemoration of a mining 
accident there.  Of the 100  people killed, 
60 were Finns, and 26 of them were 
Luomas. The family survives and even thrives, 
but at what a cost. 

In Alaska Maria heard the story of a hermit 
who lived by the ocean, in the wilderness. He 
kept up Finnish customs though. At Christmas 
he decorated his home with lichen and 
lingonberries in the windows and linens on 
the table. People came from all over to see 
this. 

Maria says, "It wasn't just decorative: the 
lichen draws moisture to it so the windows do 
not freeze over and the lingonberries absorb 
that moisture. The linens on the table are set 
for meals. "That's culture", Maria says, "good 
basic stuff, reflected in the life of the people 
who moved here. It worked in Europe, kept 
them strong and they brought it with them 
and learned to depend to depend on 
themselves here. This culture is a very basic 
thing Finns have." 

Maria is modest about being one of the first 
women in a top diplomatic post. “I kind of 
drifted into consular service", she 
remembers. “I started with development 
(fund raising) which I found difficult. I then 
tried consular service and 'Here I am today'. 
People have to respect that title even if not 
you as a female... A title helps. I have never 
had any trouble." 

Maria's husband works for Finnish high tech 
companies abroad, so they have been able to 
live, work, and travel together. “But it is very 
difficult for female diplomats," Maria admits. 
"There is no 'wife' to take care of the 
entertaining that goes with the job." Yet the 
night before the interview, her office helped 
host a reception for Conductor Esa-Pekka 
Salonen and his orchestra. Following the 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 19) 

Finns Work Hard .... and They Play Hard, Too 
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interview, she was off to host a ‘small’ group 
of 150 people at her home, more of those 
high tech professionals. 

As I leave the consul, I realize because of 
Maria's working energetically and creatively 
at this job for four years, the post of Finnish 
Consul General is safe for the near future. 
Business and cultural partnerships are being 
forged. There is no talk of closing the 
offices. And we who are interested in Finnish
-American relations can be confident that 
the capable Ertti Huittinen, taking over the 
reins from Maria, will continue to keep 
Finland and the Western US on a good 
footing. 

I descend from the 21st floor to street level, 
carrying bags of goodies to deliver to the 
folks back home at the Finnish-American 
Folk Festival of Naselle. I glance back up to 
that corner office, elevated by the vision I 
heard articulated there, and then catch a 
taxi on back to my hotel. I think of Maria 
talking of young people searching for their 
place in the world. She tells them, “Go out 
into the world; see as many countries as you 
possibly can, meet as many people as you 
possibly can. And then 'Just do it!'" 

And that is just what she has done! 

 

(Continued from page 18) 

Finns Work Hard .... and They Play Hard, Too 
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SWAN: $500 — annual supporter 

HAWK: $100 — annual supporter 

OWL: $50 — annual supporter 

SWALLOW: $20 — annual supporter 

SPARROW: $5 — annual supporter 

Seattlen Suomi Koulu 

Finnish School of Seattle  

 
welcomes personal donations of all 
amounts to support its efforts to build a 
motivating Finnish speaking learning 
community for children of all ages. 
 
We invite you to become an annual 
supporter. Choose a benefactor bird 
category and help us fly! 

EAGLE: $1,000 — one payment, lifetime supporter 

Please send your contact information and check to  
Suomi Koulu  
Treasurer Rita Vermala-Koski  
1243 NW Blakely Ct  
Seattle, WA 98177 
 
Phone: (206) 363 0225 
Email: ralport@hotmail.com 
 
Ask about organizational sponsorship opportunities, too! 



October 1.-15.10. 
Järvenpää Sibelius 
Festival 21.10.-11.11. 
Oulainen Music Week  
November 2.-4.11. Tampere Jazz 
Happening 
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$$$ 
Remember to 
give us your 

NEW 
addresses!! 

 
Members who are moving are 
reminded to send us those address 
changes promptly!  
 
FFSC is charged by the US Post 
Office for every incorrect address! 

 

Byron Wicks 
Financial Services 

 
 

Menu of Services 
 

• Income Tax Preparation 

• Tax Reduction Strategies 

• Asset Management 

• Retirement and College Funding 

• Life and Long Term Care Insurance 

• Fixed and Variable Annuities 

• Stock, Bonds, Mutual Funds 

• Roth IRAs, Traditional IRAs 

• Tax-Deferred and tax-free investments 

• Wealth Building Strategies 

 
Serving Seattle and the Eastside 

 

Byron Wicks, CFS 
Financial Advisor 

Phone: (425) 643-1313 
 

Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Securities, Inc. Member SIPC 
Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Services, Inc. 
6333 North State Hwy 161, Suite 400, Irving, TX 75038, (972) 870-6000 

Northwest Nordics Calendar 
Please send any calendar activities to Kris 
Leander at the Leif Erikson Intl Foundation, 
2245 NW 57th, Seattle WA  98107, 
leiferikson@home.com.  This monthly 
calendar covers Nordic activities throughout 
the Puget Sound.  For subscription 
information, write to above address or call 
206-783-8462. They are a non-profit 
organization. 
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Recipes 
Poor knights  Köyhät ritarit 
 
a slice of French bread or coffee bread per person  
1 egg  
3 dl milk  
pinch of salt  
 
For frying:  
Butter or margarine  
On top:  
Lingonberry jam (and whipped cream) (Ligonberry jam is available at IKEA) 
 
1. Cut a thick slice of bread for each person 
2. Whip the egg and mix in milk and a pinch of salt  
3. Dip the slices in the milk and egg mixture  
4. Fry until golden brown on both sides  
5. Serve hot topped with a bit of lingonberry jam. If you top it all off with whipped 

cream, your "poor knights" become "rich knights". 
 
 
Pancakes  Ohukaiset 
1/2 l milk or 2 1/2 dl cream and 2 1/2 dl water or mineral water  
1 1/2 dl flour  
2 eggs  
c. 1 tsp salt 
 
1.  Mix the flour and the milk. Add the salt and beat in the eggs. Let the batter stand 

for a minute before frying.  
2. Fry pancakes on a hot pan, greased with butter or margarine.  
3. Serve with sweet jam. 
4. To make a sheet pancake from the same batter, pour into a greased baking pan or 

frying pan and bake in the oven at 225° C until golden brown. 
 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: Weights and Measures: 

dl deciliter 1 kilogram = 1000 g = 2 lbs 3 oz 

l liter 100 g = 3.5 oz 

tsp  teaspoon 1 litre = 10 dl = (more than) 2 pints 

tblsp  tablespoon 1 decilitre = (less than) ½ cup 

g  grams  

 

Recipes from Virtual Finland 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 

** Dues and donations are not tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC  Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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