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The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 

Oct 5  Scandinavian Days—Puyallup Fairgrounds 

Oct 6 8 AM Northwest Pelimannit at the Pancake Breakfast at the Swedish Cultural Center 

Oct 10  FINLAND—ALEKSIS KIVI DAY 

Oct  14 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Oct   24 12:30-1:20 Editor/scholar Paula Arvas will  lecture on  Finnish detective   
  fiction at the UW, Thompson 325. Public is invited.  
  See Page 9 

Oct  24 6:00-8:20 Editor/scholar Paula Arvas will  lecture on  Nordic detective   
  fiction & film at the UW, Thompson 101. Public is invited. 
  See page 9 

Oct 25 7 PM Ulla Suokko Concert, Portland OR, Pages 4-5 

Oct  26 7 PM Ulla Suokko Concert, Nordic Heritage Museum. Seattle  WA, Pages 4-5 

Nov  2 10—2 Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum 

Nov 11 7:30PM FFSC Board Meeting — 2nd Monday of the month 

Nov 28  Thanksgiving Day  

Dec 6   FINLAND—INDEPENDENCE DAY  

Dec  7  FFSC Independence Day Celebration, Mountaineers Club, Seattle 
  Pages 16-17 

Dec  25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

Dec  26  FINLAND—ST. STEPHENS DAY (TAPANIN PÄIVÄ) 

 

 

Note: The December/January issue of the newsletter will be published after the 
Independence Day Celebration Dinner and Dance.   
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Seattle’s 24th Annual 

Finnish 
Community 

Bazaar 
 

November 2, 2002 

10:00 AM — 2:00 PM 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street 

in Ballard 

The 24th annual Finnish Community 
Bazaar will fill the Nordic Heritage Museum 
auditorium on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 10 AM 
to 2 PM. 

Plan to come visit with your friends, 
shop for holiday items, enjoy luncheon 
snacks, and support the dozen 
organizations which further our cultural 
heritage. Bring donated baked goods and 
handicrafts for your favorite organizations. 
Or just come and enjoy! 

The Museum has parking available from 
NW 68th Street, and Metro bus #17 serves 

nearby 32nd Avenue NW. Organized by the 
Finnish American Heritage Committee, the 
bazaar has become an important social 
gathering for Seattle's Finns and their 
friends.  

Tervetuloa!  

Welcome to the  
Finnish Community Bazaar! 
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Ulla Suokko—Concert in Seattle October 26th 
Ulla Suokko, the Finlandia Foundation 

Performer of the Year for 2001, will be giving a 
concert in Seattle on Saturday October 26th at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum.   

Concert flutist and performing artist Ulla 
Suokko, enjoys a versatile international career 
sharing the magic of music, poetry and stories 
with audiences on both sides of the Atlantic.  
Active both as a soloist and chamber musician, 
she has been featured in some of New York City’s 
most prestigious concert halls including Carnegie 
Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Merkin 
Hall through venues for both traditional and 
contemporary classical music.  She has appeared 
at Lincoln Center Festival, American Composers 
Orchestra, Museum of Modern Art's 
Summergarden, and in many other 
venerated concert stages throughout 
the East Coast, Europe and Asia.  Her 
recent tours include Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan; Ulan Bator and Gobi 
desert in Mongolia; Baku, Azerbaijan; 
Tbilisi, the Georgian Republic as well 
as Santori Hall in Tokyo, Japan.  Her 
performances are heard regularly 
throughout the New York Metropolitan 
area and New York City’s classical 
radio station WNYC has broadcast her 
recordings and live performances. In 
addition to NYC, her recent and upcoming 
engagements include Finland, Germany, France, 
Colorado, California, Maine, Texas and Minnesota. 

In January 2003 the New York Flute Club will 
present Ulla Suokko in a solo recital in CAMI Hall 
in New York City with several world premieres of 
works written exclusively for her. Among those, 
poetic seven Miniatures by Dmitri Yanov-Yanovsky 
and a powerful dramatic musical theater piece 
Mad Lady Macbeth by Francis Schwartz.  
Performing regularly with some of New York’s 
best contemporary music ensembles, and a 
member of Continuum®, Ms. Suokko enjoys 
collaboration with composers, exploring and 
inspiring new works for her instrument.  At home 
equally on the bass flute, the alto flute or the 
piccolo, she has premiered scores of works, 
including several dedicated to her. Ms. Suokko has 
been a featured artist at many summer festivals in 
her native Finland, including the Kuhmo Chamber 
Music Festival and Uusikaupunki Crusell Festival. 
In addition to solo and chamber music 
performances in the traditional concert hall, she 
often brings music into more intimate settings, 
creating special tailor-made programs for a 
variety of audiences, including New York public 
and private schools.  Always searching for new 
ways of communicating and reaching for the 
hearts of people, she enjoys exploring and 
expanding the possibilities of expression.   

Ms. Suokko was selected to be the Performer 
of the Year 2001 by the Finlandia Foundation 
National Trust.  This will bring her creative and 
well-loved programs of stories, music and poetry 
to audiences nationwide.  In these entertaining 
and informative performances she leads the 
listener on a musical and poetic exploration of 
Finnishness and humanity building a bridge 
between traditions of Finland and contemporary 
culture internationally.  Following in the footsteps 
of Väinämöinen, our modern day bard sings and 
dances, tells stories, recites poetry as well as 
plays her flutes and the Finnish national 
instrument kantele.  In August she appeared as a 
soloist with orchestra in the concerto for flutes 
Dancing with Winds op.69 by Einojuhani 
Rautavaara at the Finn Fest 2002 in Minneapolis.  

Ms. Suokko earned the Master of Music 
degree from Sibelius Academy, Finland 
and a Performer’s Certificate from 
Eastman School of Music.  While still 
living in Finland, she was flutist in the 
Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra and 
spent many summers studying and 
performing in Italy.  She has lectured 
and taught master classes in the U.S., 
Europe and Central Asia.  She holds the 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree from The 
Juilliard School, where she studied with 

Julius Baker.   
An advocate of the healing power of music, 

she is an active member of The Music Givers in 
New York City bringing music to the WTC relief 
workers and to the families of the victims of the 
WTC tragedy. She played about 40 concerts in St. 
Paul's Chapel in ground zero between October 
2001 and May 2002. She also brings concerts to 
hospitals, nursing homes and into the homes of 
hospice care patients.  Complementing her 
musical work, Ms. Suokko gives workshops for both 
musicians and non-musicians on peak 
performance, stress release, relaxation 
techniques, listening, communicating and 
exploring sounds and silence through 
improvisation.   

In her spare time Ms. Suokko enjoys reading, 
writing, movies, studying languages and sports.  
Fascinated by the poise and power of the martial 
arts, she practices Okinawan Shorin Ryu karate.  
She also embraces the passion and poetry of 
flamenco studying in the class of Maestro Victorio 
Korhjan in New York. 
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Ulla Suokko Seattle Concert 
“Under the Northern Star” 

A Journey into the Nordic Soul through Music and Stories 
Saturday October 26, 7 PM 

Social Hour following the Concert 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street in Ballard 

Tickets—$10 at the door 
For additional call Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or Gary London at 206-632-3357 

 

Ulla Suokko Portland Concert 
“Under the Northern Star” 

Who are we Finns? An Exploration of the Finnish soul through Music and Stories 
Friday October 25, 7 PM 

at the Messiah Lutheran Finnish Church 
7434 N. Charleston, Portland, OR 

For additional information call Doris Bjorn at 503-292-9509 

The Nordic Film Festival will run from March 28 to April 4, 2003, at the 
Broadway Performance Hall on Capital Hill.  Programming for the festival 
will include feature films, documentaries, children's films, and short 
films from all five of the Nordic countries, including Finland.  Besides film 
screenings, the festival will include invited guests from the Nordic 
countries, panel discussions, and audience interaction.  Special opening 
and closing night festivities are also planned. 

The festival began as the Scandinavian Film Festival, which took place 
in 1998 and 2000 under the auspices of the Washington Commission for the 
Humanities.  After the success of the first two festivals, a committee 
formed to continue the festival under the sponsorship of the Nordic Heritage Museum.  The 
Nordic Film Festival is a natural extension of the Museum's mission to serve as a center for 

cultural activities related to the Nordic countries and to local Nordic 
communities. 

Local organizations committed to advancing cultural awareness of Finland and 
other Nordic countries are encouraged to sponsor a film or to otherwise 
contribute financially to the costs of shipping films, renting facilities, and 
publicizing the event.  For information on how your organization can participate, 
call Festival committee members Gary London at 206 632-3357 or Andy Nestigen 
at 206 547-0743. 

Nordic Film Festival: March 28 – April 4, 2003 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 Our lovely Pacific Northwest summer is 
coming to an end. That means FFSC has many 
events coming up that you should plan to attend. 
So mark your calendars for these great events. 
1. October 26:  A concert by Finlandia 

Foundation Performer of the Year 2001-02, 
Ulla Suokko will be held at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum in 
Seattle. Ulla will do her all-
Scandinavian concert for us 
here.  Ulla is a very talented 
person flutist who has given 
concerts all over the 
United States, Europe, 
and Asia.  We are very 
fortunate that Ulla has 
been able to find time in 
her busy schedule to come 
to the Seattle area. If you 
have access to the internet, 
check her web site at 
www.ullasuokko.com. You 
won’t want to miss this 
wonderful concert. Plan to 
stay for the social hour 
following the concert. 

2. November 2: The Finnish 
Community Bazaar will be 
held at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum.  
Remember, this is a 
bit like a garage 
sale, so be 
sure to come 
early so you 

can get the best items that will be for sale 
there. Look for the FFSC table. Stop by to say 
hello and buy some of the nice items we will 
have there. 

3. December 7:  FFSC’s Finnish Independence 
Day Celebration will be held at the 
Mountaineers Club in Seattle. We will have 

great entertainment, music for your 
dancing, and good food.  It would be a 
big help to us if you make your 
reservations early. Unfortunately, we 

have had to raise the ticket prices 
slightly this year, because of the 
increasing costs of putting on this 
event. However, we believe it is 

still a great price for what you 
receive. I would like to see all of 

you there. 

 Byron Wicks, President, 
FFSC 

FFSC member Lempi Wilson's 
autobiographical books, Tyttö Maalilmalla, have 
been translated into English by Richard Impola. 
Entitled Sisu Mother, the book is hot off the press 
from Northstar Press. The Ojakangas Finnish 
Cookbook is joined by another source of delicious 
recipes, A Finnish Christmas Cookbook. 

Two new books which describe experiences 
of immigrants in the New World are No Words in 
English and A Finntown of The Heart. For sauna 
lovers, a new publication is entitled Some Like It 
Hot. 

An Oregonian, Mary Caraker, is author of the 
Women in Kalevala volume. Two books by Leslie 
Wisuri, Jonas of Kivijärvi, and its sequel, Vilho, 
document some of the nationalistic spirit of 
Finland's freedom fighters. Songs Finland Sings is a 
compilation of songs translated from Swedish and 
Finnish into English, including the music. 

A beautifully illustrated children's book is 

entitled The Land of Santa Claus. Carl Gawboy's In 
With The Finn Crowd is a humorous book with 
original cartoons, depicting the life of Finnish 
immigrants in the upper Midwest. 
Finnish Touches is a good gift book, which 
replaces the popular "Fantastically Finnish" book. 
Look for these books at the Finnish Community 
Bazaar. 

New Books to investigate the Finnish Heritage 
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Theatre Summer School 

1 September 2002 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter: 

I had hoped to write this letter a year ago. 
The FFSC certainly deserved it a year ago; their 
largesse in funding my time in Finland was a 
blessing to me. On the other hand, I am glad that 
I waited, for during the past year I’ve begun to 
see some of the far-reaching effects of that trip. 

Last summer the FFSC generously provided 
me with a scholarship to 
fly to Finland and take 
part in ICATS (The 
International Centre for 
Advanced Theatre 
Studies). ICATS is one of 
Finland’s best-kept 
secrets. It is a two-week 
intensive summer school 
for advanced theatre 
students, usually in the 
latter end of their 
doctoral studies. This 
year’s (2001) students 
gathered from all over, 
including Canada, 

Ireland, Latvia, Russia, Nigeria, Denmark, Finland, 
California, Israel, Pennsylvania, Belgium, and 
Washington. 

The idea behind the summer school is to give 
budding theatre scholars an opportunity to garner 
and offer meaningful feedback on each other’s 
work. At the head of this community, its real 
attraction (other than the breathtaking surge of 
all things Finnish), are six of the strongest 
scholars in the world of theatre history/theory/
criticism: Steve Wilmer from Dublin College, Bill 
Worthen from UC at Berkeley, Janelle Reinelt 
from UC Irvine, Bruce McConachie from University 
of Pittsburg, Freddie Rokem from University of Tel 
Aviv, and Pirkko Koski from University of Helsinki. 
Dr. Koski is the head of the theatre research 
department at University of Helsinki and leads 
ICATS. She told me that her reasoning behind the 
school was to get great scholars to come and 
teach her students. And, as she further noted, 
who wouldn’t want to spend a few summer weeks 
swimming, sauna-ing, and, oh yeah, studying in 
Finland? I did. 

This year’s summer session was held on Seili, 
an island off the shores of Nauvo in the 
archipelago. It is one of two islands that contain 
the University of Turku’s Archipelago Research 
Institute. In the seventeenth and most of the 
eighteenth century the island was used as a leper 
colony. When its last leper died in 1785, the 
hospital and island were then used to house the 
mentally afflicted, (www.utu.fi/erill/saarmeri/
en/). Now the buildings are used to conduct 
research for various programs. 

My time on the island was spent primarily in 
the classroom, the cafeteria, and the sauna. 
Everyday we held six to eight hour sessions: a few 
hours in plenary sessions and a few hours in 
smaller workgroups. Despite the fact that the 
school was held in Finland and many of the 
students were Finnish, most of the research being 
presented did not deal with Finland or Finnish. 
Except for the Finnish students, I was the only one 
researching Finnish theatre; I presented work on 
Minna Canth and two of her plays: Murtovarkaus 
(The Burglary) and Anna-Liisa. But it is exactly 
this internationality that makes the summer 
school so inviting. 

It was a wonderful two and a half weeks. I 
made many friends, received some valuable 
feedback, and even got a punkki (tick), which can 
be deadly on Seili. As I stated above, I was not 
fully aware of what a wonderful opportunity this 
summer session was, until I’d spent a year in my 
own doctoral studies at the University of 
Minnesota. The scholars that gather at ICATS are 
among the very, very best working in theatre 
studies. And to have them all together in one 
classroom, one cafeteria, and one sauna (men 
separate from women of course), is a real 
treasure. And as if this weren’t enough, this year 
the island and school was visited by President 
Halonen, herself a big theatre fan. 

Thank you, FFSC—the board and members alike. 

Paljon kiitoksia, Wade Hollingshaus 
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Täällä Pohjantähden Alla—FinnFest USA Returned to Minneapolis 

With a theme of 
"Under the North 
Star", the 
twentieth annual 
FinnFest USA 
returned to 
Minneapolis, 
where it all began 
in 1983, for the 
second week of 
August. Programs, 

lectures, concerts, workshops and events galore 
were offered at many locations on the expansive 
University of Minnesota campus. Among the 
featured entertainers were the Ylioppilas Laulajat 
men's chorus from the University of Helsinki, the 
Pihtipudas chamber musicians, folk musicians 
from Ii (near Oulu), kantele folk musician Merja 
Soria, humorist Kip Peltoniemi, the Amerikan 
Poijat brass band, the Red Lodge band from 
Montana, and the Myllärit musicians from Russian 
Karelia. 

Garrison Keillor of Lake Woebegon fame, 
presented his "The Finn who would not take a 
sauna" recitation to the delight of the Thursday 
evening concert audience. The Robert Selvälä 
Memorial Concert concluded festival programs on 
Sunday afternoon, with the symphonic works of 
Jean Sibelius, Taneli Kuusisto, Oskar Merikanto, 
Kari Tikka and Einojuhani Rautavaara. The 
orchestra was conducted by Craig Johnson, with 
flute solos by Ulla Suokko, and vocal solos by 
soprano Eeva Savolainen and baritone James 
Koenig. 

Seattleites Participated at FinnFest USA 

The Tanhuajat Folkdancers arrived in 
Minneapolis early to participate in Tanhukurssi, a 
folkdance workshop, led by Petri Kauppinen and 
Milla Korja. Then they performed in opening 
ceremony dances and with two performances at 
the Fieldhouse on Saturday. Gay Nixon, together 
with Andrew Lehto and Kim Whittle, provided 
musical entertainment at the Fieldhouse. Maarit 
Vaga, as the Finlandia Foundation Entertainer of 
the Year, was featured at the FinnFest USA 
banquet. Don and Syrene Forsman and volunteers 
of the Swedish Finn Historical Society presented 
an attractive display at the Fieldhouse tori, 
including a newly published coloring book which 
features text in English, Finnish, and Swedish. 

Norman Westerberg presented a lecture on 
the "Profile of Finnish Americans 1850 - 2000, 
based on United States Census data. Norman also 
participated in a panel discussion on the Finnish 
Expatriate Parliament. 

FinnFest USA National Board Accepts Bids For 
Festival Sites 

Bids for two upcoming FinnFest USA sites 

were accepted by the National FinnFest USA board 
members. Because there was no bid from the 
Western region for the upcoming year, the next 
FinnFest USA will be scheduled for the winter of 
2004 at Lake Worth, Florida. For 2005, the bid 
was accepted from Marquette, Michigan. As Leo 
Utter's term on the FinnFest USA National Board 
was expiring, the new member from the Pacific 
Northwest is Susan Pakenen Holway, who is a 
longtime leader of the Naselle Finnish American 
Folk Festival. The other members from the West 
are Californians Paul Mäkelä from Oakland and 
Sadie Mursu from Long Beach. 

The address for FinnFest USA was officially 
changed to 806 West College Avenue, Marquette 
MI 49855-2604.  

How About a FinnFest in Finland? 

The city of Vaasa has invited FinnFest USA to 
celebrate in Finland in 2006. The FinnFest USA 
national board is considering the possibilities. If 
you have comments that you would like to 
forward, please mail them to: FinnFest USA Vaasa 
Survey, 806 West College Avenue, Marquette MI 
49855-2604 

 

Maarit Vaga & Gay Nixon 
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Changes in Finnish Studies at UW 

By Andy Nestingen, akn@u.washington.edu 

2002-2003 is a year of changes in Finnish 
studies at the University of Washington. A new 
lecturer has arrived and new courses have been 
added to the department’s offerings in Finnish 
Studies. We are also gearing up for a fundraising 
drive.  

Lecturer Heljä Nurmela returned to Finland 
after four years of extraordinary teaching and 
service in Finnish studies at UW. Her departure 
was due to stipulations in the contract between 
the Finnish Ministry of Education and the UW 
College of Arts and Sciences. The Finnish 
lecturer’s term of service is limited to to three 
years. Happily, Heljä was able to be here for four. 
Heljä taught more than 20 courses at UW, 
including ones in advanced Finnish, the Kalevala, 
and Finnish music. She also organized many 

lectures, concerts, and 
events for students and 
members of the Finnish 
community. She helped bring 
intriguing Finnish cultural 
figures to Seattle, including 
Annika Idström, Claes Olsson, 
Peter von Bagh, Rolf 
Ghotoni, Elina Vähälä, and 
others. An example of such 

work is her contribution to organizing the Finnish 
classical music concert at FinnFest in 1999, which 
was led by conductor Hannu Lintu and featured 
Ilkka Talvi, and Marjorie Kransberg-Talvi—an 
event many of us remember fondly. Perhaps, 
however, the best indication of Heljä’s 
contribution is the number of students and 
community members who’ll greatly miss her and 
her husband Jari.  

While we’re sad to see Heljä leave, we’re 
delighted to welcome her replacement, Virve 
Vainio. Most recently Virve taught Finnish 
language and literature at the Yhteiskoulu 
secondary school in Kuopio, where she also served 
as assistant principal. From 1992-1995 she taught 
Finnish at the University of Reykjavik, Iceland, 
through a lectureship arrangement similar to the 
one at UW. Virve is a dynamic and exciting 
teacher who’ll surely generate interest in Finnish 
language and literature among students. She is 
also eager to get to know Finns in Seattle, and 
looks forward to maintaining strong ties between 
the Scandinavian Department and Seattle’s 
Finnish community.  

I am beginning my second year as assistant 
professor of Finnish studies in the Scandinavian 
Department, and am looking forward to an 
exciting, stimulating, and challenging year. I am 
especially excited about a course in Finnish 
studies offered for the first time this fall,  “SCAND 
151: 19th and 20th-century Finnish Literary and 
Cultural History.” The course provides students a 

chance to learn about Finnish culture in a way 
that is accessible to many, because it is taught in 
English. Among writers and filmmakers included 
are Elias Lönnrot, J.V. Snellman, Aleksis Kivi, 
Minna Canth, Edith Södergran, Väinö Linna, Edvin 
Laine, Paavo Haavikko, and Aki Kaurismäki. The 
course is already filled for fall 2002, with thirty-
five students registered. In the future, I would 
like to offer the course in the evening, so that 
interested members of the Finnish community 
could participate.  

The Finnish progam has changed and grown 
while becoming firmly established at UW during 
the last twelve years. Most people in the 
community and at the university have recognized 
the Finnish program’s contribution to the 
community and the university, many have 
benefitted from the program, and a few have 
supported it financially. Most significantly, 
FinnFest gave a large donation to establish the 
Kalevala fund to support students of Finnish with 
scholarships. Nevertheless, to ensure that the 
program contiues to grow and improve, and in 
particular to ensure the preservation of the 
lectureship, we will begin a fundraising program 
this year. I urge you to consider supporting the 
program financially to help make it serve Finns in 
Seattle, the University, and the state as best it 
can.   

UW Finnish Lectures and Events in October:  

Editor and scholar Paula Arvas will be visiting 
Seattle to give lectures on Finnish detective 
fiction at the end of October. Ms. Arvas will speak 
on the Finnish detective novel in Thomson 325 
from 12:30-1:20 on Thursday, October 24th. From 
6:00-8:20 PM the same evening, she’ll speak about 
Nordic detective fiction and film in Thomson 101. 
The public is invited to hear her speak.    
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 Cruise on the Amati 

In June 2002 Juha and Nikki Niemistö and their three sons (Matti 11 yrs, Thomas 9 yrs, Antti 7yrs) 
started a 1-2 year sabbatical with their new sailboat, Amati. (Juha is taking a sabatical from 
Microsoft, where he has been for 10 years. The Niemistös have been FFSC members since 1990.) They 
will sail from Turku, Finland, along the European coast all the way to the Canary Islands, which is off 
the African coast. On November 24, 2002, they will start the Atlantic crossing to the Caribbean by 
taking part in the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (see http://www.worldcruising.com/arc/english.htm).  

We will follow the saga of the Niemistös on their trip around the world in this and future issues of 
the newsletter as we get their reports. 

Amati is a Nauticat 42 (http://www.siltala.fi/yachts/nc42.html). She is strong, safe, and 
spacious and can easily be sailed by two persons. She is a sturdy pilothouse sailboat with lots of room 
for family cruising. Since the boat will be their home for the next year or two, it is equipped with all 
comforts of home, even a sauna. The name Amati comes from a famous Italian make of cellos and 
violins. A handcrafted boat such as the Nauticat is like a fine instrument, too. Three of the Niemistös 
play the cello, and one plays the violin.  

Amati Routing Plan to Canary Islands, 
3600 Nautical Miles, 112 Days 

Finland, Turku 06/10/02 
Sweden, Stockholm 06/13/02 
Denmark, Roenne 07/01/02 
Germany, Kiel 07/08/02 
Netherlands, Amsterdam 07/23/02 
Belgium, Oostende 07/30/02 
England, Dover 08/01/02 
France, Cherbourg 08/09/02 
Spain, La Coruna 08/22/02 
Portugal, Lisbon 09/08/02 
Canary Islands 09/30/02 

Amati Routing Plan Canary Islands to Seattle, 17000 
Nautical Miles, 20 Months 

Caribbeans, Lt. Lucia 12/02/02 
Virgin Islands/Panama Canal April, 2003 
Marquesas/Tuamoto/Tonga/Fiji May-Nov, 2003 
Fiji/Tonga/New Zealand Nov. 2003 
New Zealand/Tahiti March-May 2004 
Tahiti/Hawaii April-June 2004 
Hawaii/Seattle August 2004 

First leg, Turku to Stockholm 

Everything is great, we enjoyed great 
hospitality of the Siltala Yachts' owners and 
the Jarvelainens while staying in Turku. The 
boat is great, and the kids are excited about the 
new adventures. We have had mostly sunny days, 
and got a chance to try the sauna and go 
swimming a couple of times. 

We left on our voyage On June 15th. 
Currently we are in Stockholm, Sweden, next to 
the Wasa-ship museum. We have seen some good 
winds, yesterday we sailed with a triple reef on 
the main and the storm staysail beating into a 
25kt wind. The archipelagos outside of Turku, 
Ahvenanmaa, and Stockholm are really beautiful. 
We wish we had more time to spend around here. 

We are happy with the boat. It sure feels like 
a "big boat" around the marinas here, we're glad 
we have a bowthruster. The mainsail is huge, but 
we're learning to tame the beast while getting 

good light air performance off wind. The extra 
space compared to our old 35-footer makes a big 
difference, we feel comfortable in our new home. 

Nikki has kept the boys busy while I have 
fiddled with the boat. The boys have rotating 
chores for every day, and they are filling in their 
journals and logbooks. We have also slowly 
started with home schooling, although we have 
been quite busy doing other things. The most 
peculiar wildlife spectacle was a moose swimming 
right across our bow near Turku. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunday, June 29th, First Gale 

Today we hit our first nasty gale. The Baltic 
Sea is no lake, it's a very large body of water with 
big waves. We left Kalmar this morning at 5:30 
am, and got a gale warning on the VHF-radio at 
about 9:30 am. Well, despite the dark clouds it 
didn't look too bad yet, and there was no 
convenient harbor for shelter close by, so we 
decided to just keep going. Once we got in the 
open offshore waters, the waves started getting 
nastier, but the wind wasn't that strong yet. Once 
we rounded the southeastern corner of Sweden, 
the wind started blowing gale force (30+ kts, 
highest gust to 37.4 kts), but now it didn't make 
sense turning back any more. The waves were 
quite confused, big, and steep around the cape 
that we had to round. We didn't have any sail up, 
since we had been going straight upwind between 
Oland and Sweden, but luckily the boat is quite 
steady even without sails. Once we had to turn 
sidewind we were too scared to go wrestle with 
the sails, so we kept motoring and dodging the 
breakers. I missed a couple of them, which 
crashed on the topsides and washed right over the 
boat with a lot of noise (yes, I forgot to lock down 
the hatch on top of the pilothouse, so I got 
soaked). I decided to go and steer from outside 
instead, even though Nikki was reluctant to let me 
go (I was wearing a harness and buckled up of 
course). I wanted to put on a rain coat and pants, 
but in the confusion put on two coats with no 
pants, yay. Anyway, what a difference! Now I had 
a commanding view of the big waves and 
developing breakers around us, so I could steer 
around/into them. After a while we were able to 
turn downwind towards Karlskrona. Ahh, what a 
relief: surfing down big waves is actually fun! 

Well, we were a bit shaken, but we know 
very well that the boat can take a lot more 
punishment than that. Antti and Thomas were 

actually having a blast (as 
usual), but Matti was staring at 
the waves with awe. Luckily 
nobody got seasick this time. In 
retrospect it was a good and 
educational experience, but 
next time we'll stay in port, at 
least if the course is upwind. 

It seems to get cooler the 
farther south we go. The 
temperature barely reaches 
60F, and nobody has mentioned 
swimming for a few days. Looks 
like this weather system will 
continue for a while, but it's 
good for touring around the 
towns and visiting museums. It's 
a bit frustrating to have the 
wind constantly on our nose, 
and have dark clouds with the 
occasional thunderstorm and 
gales looming around us. But we 

are still in very good spirits, and we are sure the 
real summer will return. 

July 5th, Denmark 

Yesterday we decided that we had seen 
enough of Sweden. Sweden didn't treat us with 
very good weather, but the villages were very 
idyllic and clean. The archipelago around 
Stockholm was definitely the best. By now the 
boys probably know more about the Swedish naval 
history than the average Swede, so the "field trip" 
has been educational, too. 

Yesterday morning we started a long passage 
over the southwestern Baltic to Denmark. First we 
had to make a stop at a fuel station which was 
open only from 8:00 to 8:30 am!  We were there 
half an our early to get in a good position on line. 
Umm, the diesel had no color, and was fizzling 
and bubbling like carbonated water. Well, the 
engine still runs. While backing out of the fuel 
dock the boat suddenly stopped to a halt: we had 
hit a crane with our mast; luckily we didn't suffer 
any visible damage. 

We are now on the Island of Moen at a small 
resort called Klinthamn. We got hit by a gale 
again, but this time we made it into the harbor 
(at 9 pm yesterday) before it started. The wind 
was howling at up to 38 kts, and we had a very 
rocky night at the dock with no shelter from the 
wind and swell rolling into the harbor. In the 
midst of it we didn't forget to celebrate 4th of 
July. Once the boat looked reasonably well 
secured, we dug out some good old American junk 
food, raised a toast, Matti played "My country this 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 



Page  12 FFSC Newsletter 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2002 FFSC NEWSLETTER 

of thee" on the recorder, and the boys read the 
Declaration of Independence aloud. All this in a 
noisy, rocking boat with howling wind, pouring 
rain, and darkness around. Maybe just a gentle 
reminder for the fight for independence!  Luckily 
today the weather has been nice, and we have 
been enjoying the resort. 

For tomorrow the Danish forecast calls for 
north wind and the German forecast for south 
wind. Either one would work for us, but they may 
just as well both be wrong!  In southern Sweden 
we had one day of great sailing between 
Karlskrona and Karlshamn, otherwise the wind has 
been either non-existent or straight on our nose 
(SW). We want to find a nice place to anchor so 
that we can heat up the sauna and go swimming, 
which we haven't done for a while. 

July 9th, Kiel, 
Germany 

We're in Kiel (or 
more accurately in 
Laboe), Germany. 
This will be our 
last harbor in the 
Baltic Sea before 
taking the Kiel 
Canal across 
northern Germany 
to the North Sea. 
The North Sea 
sailors call the 
Baltic a "lake": 
well, at least the 
water isn't quite as 
salty here (only 
about 1/10th of 
the salt of the 
ocean water). 

The small towns 
we visited in 
Denmark (Troense, 
Svendborg, 
Aeroskobing) were 
like from a fairy 
tale: very colorful 
and idyllic, with a 
lot of buildings 
from the 18th 
century and older. 
The old parts of 
the town are very 
carefully preserved 
to retain their 
original character, 

so you really feel like stepping back in history. 
Only the occasional automobile rumbling along 
the cobble stones spoils the image. People must 
have been quite a bit shorter back then, even in 
Scandinavia, because the houses and doorways are 

very low and small. In Denmark practically all the 
buildings are from stone, whereas in Sweden they 
were of wood. Many roofs are made of a very 
thick layer of straw with skillfully sculpted 
openings for windows. 

We had an absolutely gorgeous sail today 
from Denmark (Aeroskobing) to Germany (Laboe). 
We had 10 to 15 knot winds with almost flat seas 
and blue skies for 40 miles: the boat was just 
quietly gliding over the water instead of the 
brutal bashing we have been accustomed to. With 
some tuning the autopilot didn't even need to 
steer. I was lying in my swimming pants on top of 
the bagged storm jib, and occasionally lifting my 
head to look out for the sailboats crossing over 
from Germany on starboard tack. In the afternoon 
a bottle of cool Danish brew sure tasted good. The 
kids were inside playing games as usual, for them 
the "empty" sea and sky don't provide enough 
stimulus. There's an incredible number of 
sailboats in the Baltic Sea: it seems that the sail 
to power ratio is about 9:1 in the guest harbors 
that we have stayed. The waters are quite shallow 
with a lot of dredged and buoyed channels that 
we have to carefully follow. I really love the 
electronic chart plotter, even though Nikki keeps 
telling me that I'm just playing video games 
instead of using my own eyes. Nikki prefers the 
traditional paper charts and steering by compass, 
but I can't tell red from green, so I'd soon be stuck 
in the sand here with just paper charts. I did 
teach the kids how to take bearings and measure 
distances on the chart, they are quite eager to do 
things like that. Thomas knows all the electrical 
systems of the boat to almost the last detail: he's 
the first one to notice if something isn't right in 
the boat (and calls the offending person a 
"blockhead"). Antti is very interested in what is 
going on in the galley, and Matti is planning his 
future on all the interesting places that we visit. 
He seems to be interested in history (doesn't come 
from his dad for sure). 

Laboe has a long sandy beach where we just 
spent a couple of hours until a thunderstorm 
rolled in. The very busy beach had people with 
clothing from skimpy to none. It's hot here, it 
looks and feels like in Florida: everything is big 
and fancy, quite American style. Now we also 
don't feel like a "superyacht" any more: we blend 
in easily with the much bigger boats, and could 
easily find moorage to accommodate us. We have 
been so far quite wary of the jellyfish that 
populate the waters everywhere in the south 
Baltic, but the little German kids weren't the least 
bit scared of them: in fact they were throwing 
them at each other. So they probably don't sting 
that bad after all... 

P.S. Just had the most spectacular night 
lightning show around us in the harbor with winds 
climbing to over 50 kts (25 m/s) a few times. Glad 

(Continued from page 11) 
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October  
1.-15.10. Järvenpää Sibelius Festival 
27.10.-10.11. Oulainen Music Week 
November  
1.-3.11. Tampere Jazz Happening 

The Finnish Lutheran Church is located just north 
of Seattle, Washington at 8504 13th Avenue NW. 
We offer worship services in both the 
Finnish and English languages. The 
Finnish Language Worship Service is on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. 
The English Language Worship service is 
offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month. Our Worship Services 
begins at 11:00AM on each Sunday. We 
offer a Sunday School for the younger 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 

people to attend during the Worship Service. We 
encourage you to stay and join us for coffee and 

refreshments following the Worship 
Service and allow us to share our 
hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 

While we have over 500 renewing FFSC members, we are always 
happy to be able to welcome new additions to our family.  Please 
welcome the following new members during this current year so far. 
A big welcome to new FFSC members -- 

Justin Blackwell, Seattle WA  
Rita Clark, Kenmore WA  
James Goff, Seattle WA  

Nathan & Christie Jones, Renton WA  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kangas, Bremerton WA 

Deanna J. Kauzlarich, Roslyn WA  
Kimberly Klapmust, Seattle WA  

Jim Koskinen, Seattle WA  
Mathiesen, Lars & Kuma, Outi, Ladner Delta BC CANADA 

Michael & Petra Mengelt, Redmond WA  
Helen M. Pendergraft, Suquamish WA  

Anna Satterthwaite, Seattle WA  
Lana Stewart, Shoreline WA  
Wegehaupt Tara, Seattle WA  

Nora Vanhala, Seattle WA 

Welcome New FFSC Members 

we are in the harbor with taller targets around us! 
Antti wanted to be back in Washington. 

July 23, Holland 

The journey through the Dutch canals was 
very different kind of cruising. The canals were a 
lot more intimate than I would have thought: they 
were typically about 100 feet wide, and 8 feet 
deep. On the countryside we were "racing" with 
tractors, and watching the farm animals. We also 

drove right through several villages with beautiful 
old houses close by on both sides. The canals are 
very much an integral part of the Dutch villages 
and towns. We had a couple dozen bridges opened 
for us: in the towns there was usually a bridge 
attendant collecting a fee with the Dutch wooden 
shoe (clog) hung from a fishing rod. The kids then 
took turns dropping money in the shoe while we 
passed under the bridge (amazingly no coins were 
dropped in the water). Then the bridge attendant 
would take his/her scooter and drive to the next 
bridge to open it for us, and so on. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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We had set our depth alarm at 8 ft, but 
quickly got tired of the constant beeping. Soon we 
could just feel it when it got shallow (less than 7 
feet), and the boat nodded forward and slowed 
down. I compensated for this by increasing the 
throttle. Through Dokkum it was really shallow, 
and we surely left our mark in the mud through 
the whole town. Luckily the mud was very soft 
and smooth, so we never ran out of horsepower to 
push our way through. I must say that this made 
me very nervous, but we weren't going to turn 
back, either. When the night came, we had a 
problem: the canal was too shallow to tie up 
anywhere on the side, so we just drove into the 
mud until we got stuck, left our navigation lights 
on, and went to bed. The boat stood very quiet 
and motionless, but somehow I slept better 
rocking around in a gale in Denmark. The next day 

in Harlingen we got accidentally dumped into the 
ocean as the lock was open all the way through (I 
suppose because the canal water level happened 
to match the low tide level): oh well, a quick 
change in plans and on to IJsselmeer. 

The Dutch are clearly very proud of their 
heritage. There's an amazing amount of classic 
wooden sailing craft ('tjalks', 'botters', ...) cruising 
around, purposely designed for the local 
conditions, with a hull shape that looks quite like 
the wooden shoe. The dams, canals, towers, 
bridges, and locks: all very fascinating. The brick 
houses tilt forward to gain more living space 
above ground level. This is clearly not earthquake 
country. Antti is wearing his new wooden shoes 
even to bed. 

Tomorrow, if the weather is reasonable, we 
will sail to Amsterdam. 

July 31st, England 

Greetings from jolly olde England! After 1444 
nautical miles (2675 kilometres) and about 250 
hours of sailing we are done with the Baltic and 
North Seas. The latter has treated us a lot more 
gently, I must say. I and the kids have never been 
to England before, so this feels like quite an 
exciting milestone. 

Our visit to Amsterdam (Netherlands) was 
interesting, although I wouldn't call it a child-
friendly place. Prostitution and drugs are legal, 
with drug cafes and paraphernalia visible 
everywhere. We have seen many museums, but 
we skipped the 'hash and marihuana' museum, 
even though Nikki thought it would be an 
educational experience for the kids. The maritime 

museum was a treat with all the 
ship models and replicas, though. 
We also took a nice water bus ride 
around the many canals. 

Back at the North Sea coast we 
were treated by the beach culture 
everywhere. It's really amazing, 
basically the whole coastline is 
one huge beach that puts even 
California into shame. We keep 
telling the kids that they will see 
enough beaches later on, too, 
when we have some time to settle 
down. Well, we had a couple of 
beach days: the kids really love 
building huge sand castles and 
getting buried in sand. 

While sailing offshore, a large 
black inflatable boat approached 
us with men dressed in survival 
suits. The seas were fairly large: 
the boat rammed on our side and 
a couple of 'stunt men' managed 
to jump on our boat. They were 

from Dutch Immigration, and wanted to see our 
passports while soaking wet from the sea spray 
(Nikki gave them some towels). In reality they 
were just looking for some excitement and were 
attracted by our American flag: they stayed 
chatting with us until they were called back in 
from the mother ship. Another offshore visitor 
was a dove who stayed with us for hours, let us 
pet him, and even came all the way inside to the 
kids room in the bow. Nikki soon ordered the bird 
out of the boat: the bird just let me grab and 
carry him outside. Thomas spent the whole time 
with the bird, and was really sorry to see him fly 
away as we approached land. This was also the 
first time since Finland that we were able to sail 
with just swim wear on. We all jumped to the 
water from the boat for a swim in the North Sea. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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When we started crossing the English Channel 
the famous British fog settled in. This has the 
busiest shipping lanes in the world and we had to 
go straight across with practically no visibility. I 
was playing games on the radar while Nikki was 
listening and looking out. We had two 
uncomfortably close encounters with ships, and 
were happy to see Dover emerge from the fog. 
Dover just happens to be England's busiest port, 
too, and we had to request permission to even 
enter the harbor area. Now we are here securely 
locked in from the crazy tides, but had a heck of a 
time finding someone in Immigration who was 
interested enough to check us in. We already took 
a stroll downtown and enjoyed a taste of English 
fish and chips. 

Tomorrow we are going to take it a bit easier 
and stay in Dover. On Thursday Nikki wants us to 
take a train to London, because "we are so close 
that we just can't miss it". We haven't kept up at 
all with the news: we heard something about a 
"double dip recession", though (yikes!), and the 
struggles at the Mercer Island School District. 

Continued in the next issue, starting with 
August 4th, Portsmouth…. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 

Nikki & Juha 
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2002 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Celebrating 85 years of  Finnish Independence 

1917 – 2002 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 7th, 2002 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

 Social Hour 6:00 PM 
 Dinner 7:00 PM 
 Dance 9:15 PM 

 

You are cordially invited to an evening of  special  
music, dinner, dancing and door prizes.   

Join us to commemorate Finland’s 85th day of  national independence. 
 

Providing our dance program is Pete Leinonen’s Salon du Swing, preceded 
by a delicious three-course dinner, with a vegetarian option. 

 
To best plan for the event, paid reservations are requested by  

Saturday November 23rd .   
 

To avoid disappointment, be sure to send in your reservation early. 
While inquiries into availability may be made several days prior to the  

event, space may not be available.   
 

We encourage car pooling to help alleviate parking congestion and  
to allow those without vehicles to come and enjoy the evening  

celebrating this special occasion. 
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2002 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

1917 – 2002 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 7th, 2002 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

For additional information e-mail FFSC@finns.org or call 
Byron Wicks at 425-641-8724 or Gary London at 206-632-3357 

 

Please send your check with this form (or facsimile) by November 23rd
 to: 

 
IDDD Committee 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter $40 per person 
PO Box 75052  
Seattle WA  98125 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  

Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________  

Phone (_______)  _______________________  E-mail _______________________________  

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names)  __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

❑ Hearing impaired: I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing. 

❑ For dinner, I would prefer a vegetarian meal. 

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  
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By Robert S. Purser 
Finland is my favorite place to visit.  Why?  

I’m a college design teacher and design doesn’t 
get much better than Finland.  I’m not Finnish, 
half German and half English but wouldn’t mind 
being a Finn.  My wife is 100% Swedish and this is 
all right too.  Sweden has a tradition of good 
design but there is something special about 
Finland.  I have Finnish friends there who are 
simply wonderful; friends who keep me informed 
about architecture and design, realizing my 
insatiable appetite for learning more about their 
country.  I’m provided with all sorts of reading 
material on everything from historic buildings to 
the latest design of Nokia.   

To understand and really appreciate the 
architecture and design of Finland, you have to 
visit the country.  That is why my wife and I take 
architecture and design tours to Sweden and 
Finland.  The last one was done just this summer 
and it was the best yet.  With the aid of our travel 
agent, Elise Backmann-Lalor, a native Finn, I  plan 
Finland while my wife concentrates on Sweden.  
On past tours we visited “Aalto land“ (Central 
Finland) and Karelia but this time, I decided to 
feature the southwest.  

We came to Turku from Stockholm in the 
early morning.  We were met by our bus driver 
Jani and a wonderful guide named Markku.  
Although Markku was a divinity student his 
knowledge of architecture was excellent.  Not far 
from the Silja Line dock we passed the new 
facility of the Turku Art Academy completed in 
1997.  It is located on the banks of the Aurajoki 
river where the museum ship Sigyn is anchored.  
The European tradition of valuing older buildings 
by resorting them and adding new portions as 
needed is quite evident in this building.  The old 
cable factory of 1934 was turned into a concert 
hall with the addition of a separate new building 
of glass, appropriately called Sigyn.  Art classes 
are in other handsomely remodeled warehouse 

buildings. 
After a brief tour of Turku and the university 

our bus parked in the city center which was filled 
with market stalls.  There a member of our tour 
discovered Finnish strawberries and a vendor 
selling wonderful baskets and wooden carved 
spoons.  After lunch we hit the cash machines for 
Euros and continued our architectural quest. 

We found a treasure. Markku took us to the 
Resurrection Chapel, created in 1939-41 by Erik 
Bryggman.  If I saw noting else on the tour this 

building would have made the trip worthwhile.  
All the members of our group experienced the 
magic.  Contemporary architect,  Juha Leiviskä 
has stated that he cannot enter this chapel with 
out getting tears in  his eyes.  Is it the way the 
light played across the wall behind the altar, the 
large windows looking on the piney woods or the 
marvelous lighting?  The orchestration of all these 
things and more that made this building seems 
just right.  Nothing could be added or taken with 
ruining the entire effect.  This lovely chapel 
immediately got a “10” in my book--a spot where 
less than a dozen buildings in the world reside. 

From Turku Jani drove us to Paimio about 40 
km. east.  Here in 1929, Alvar Aalto built one  of 
his most important buildings, a tuberculosis 
sanatorium.  Aalto not only made wonderful 
architecture but designed some of his most 
famous furniture for this facility.  The Paimio 
chair, made of wood (but thoroughly cleanable), 
has a back angled exactly right for the comfort of 
the patients.  A large verandah on the roof of the 
building allowed for beds to be wheeled out 
catching the afternoon sun.  Like so many of 
Aalto's other works this building took the essence 
of Bauhaus modernism and tempered it with warm 
materials and Nordic humaneness.  The building is 
presently used as a regional hospital. 

Next we headed north to spend the evening 
in the historic town of Rauma.  With Victorian 
houses and a large paper mill this is the Pt. 
Townsend of Finland and the largest of six 
medieval towns.  Rauma’s old district is loaded 
with 18th and 19th Century gingerbread.   
Unfortunately we got there after five and most 
shops were closed but with daylight until 11 PM 
photography was no problem.  Canals bring boats 
right into the center where my wife and another 
member of the group enjoyed creating some small 
watercolors. 

The next morning we headed farther north to 
the town of Noormarkku to see another famous 

work of Alvar Aalto, Villa Mairea.  This was the 
country home of Harry and Mairea Gullichsen who 
founded the famous Finnish furniture 
manufacturing company Artek in 1935.  Villa 
Mairea was completed in 1939.  Along with 
experimental technology, Aalto’s love of nature 
becomes an important element in the house and 
the rhythm of the forest is apparent.  The 
horizontal bark of the birch tree is first 
encountered in the wrapped wooden poles of the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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entry and in the wicker wrapped rhythmic interior 
steel posts that support the structure.  Villa 
Mairea is based on the idea of people, nature and 
art in harmony.  This has just been opened for the 
public and is well worth seeing. 

We went on Tampere at midday.  My wife 
and I found lunch in a funky little cafe in the 
market; a well-kept older building in the center of 
the city.  Afterwards we toured the city with a 
wonderful guide, Sarah McAlester, a Scottish 
transplant.  First we visited the new conference 
center, Tampere-Talo which houses the largest 
auditorium in Finland and is loaded with 
wonderful art.  Next we saw two fine buildings by 
architects, Reima and Raili Pietilä.  Nature again 
was the inspiration for this husband and wife 
team.  However unlike Aalto, they looked to fauna 
rather than flora for inspiration.  The central 
library (1986) is fashioned after a nesting grouse 
while the Kaleva Church (1959) is based on the 
Christian symbol of a fish (although the fish can 
only be seen from the sky).  This church has tall 
concrete tubes sliced and set so that the interior 
is a series of tall convex forms, connected by 
windows which cast long streaks of light across 
the simple interior.  In the 1990s the Pietiläs 
designed the Helsinki home for Finland’s 
president.   

Tampere has a wonderful design center with 
a lovely cafe on a deck just above the river 
overlooking the old textile factories.  There one 
can see exciting exhibits of Nordic design or 
purchase gifts.  Like Glasgow, Tampere has moved 
from the functional industrial city to a delightful 
cultural center. 

Concurrent with the height of commercial 
success in textile production was an interesting 
Nordic architectural style, the National Romantic 
Movement.  Two of my favorite buildings of this 
period are in Tampere.  First is the Tampere 
Cathedral (Church of St. John) begun by Lars 
Sonck in  1899.  This massive granite church with 
a red tile roof is a wonderful example of the 
influence of American Richardsonian Romanesque 
and English Arts and Crafts tempered by Sonck’s 
devotion to a Finnish aesthetic.  The first time I 
entered I could hardly believe that the stained 
glass windows were original.   They are so 
modern.  Important ideas about death and 
resurrection are conveyed in the symbolism of the 
church’s art.  

The other fine National Romantic building is 
the Central Fire Station done by Wivi Lönn in 
1908.  Lönn was the fifth woman to graduate from 
the Finnish Polytechnic Institute but the first to 
have a career as a totally independent designer.  
She did numerous homes and elementary schools 
in Finland but the fire station is considered the 
finest work in her hometown of Tampere.  Finland 
was the first European country to graduate women 
from universities and the first to certify female 

architects.  Our evening was spent in a fine hotel 
just west of Tampere on Lake Pyhäjärvi where we 
enjoyed a wonderful meal and gorgeous sunset.  
The next morning we headed for Helsinki but first 
stopped in Iittala and Hattula. 

Iittala, one of Finland’s most noted glass 
centers, is right on the route from Tampere to 
Helsinki and well equipped to accommodate 
tourists.  Although you can no longer see factory 
blowers making Aalto vases, there is a glass 
blower who works in a room adjacent to the 
cafeteria and one can see glass blown while 
eating lunch.  Many enjoyed 
the bargains of the Iittala 
seconds shop. 

Our group like seeing 
the modern architecture but 
wondered if Finland had any 
old architecture.  The Holy 
Cross Church at Hattula put 
that to rest.  The exterior is 
not unlike many Mediaeval 
churches although one of the 
few brick churches in the 
Finland.  But the interior is 
something else with over 180 
seco frescoes that cover the 
walls and ceiling.  There is a 
wonderful naive quality to 
the works.  You could keep a Sunday School class 
entertained for a year with all the depicted Bible 
stories.  During the Reformation the frescoes were 
white washed but today they have been cleaned 
are well worth seeing. 
 Well, on to Helsinki.  I could write pages 
about the wonderful design and architecture in 
this, my favorite European city.  But that’s 
another story. 
 
(Photos from the City of Tampere web site.) 

(Continued from page 18) 

Memories of Finland and Finnish Design 
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Finnish-American Literary 
Heritage Foundation 
(FALHF) Newsletter 

 
As members of the Finn-Am Literary 
Heritage Foundation we will be  hosting 
an open-house in the Finnish Room, 124 
Cramer Hall at Portland State University 
on Saturday and Sunday, December 7th 
and 8th during ScanFair.  I urge our 
members to attend this event.  In the 
Finnish Room we will be serving coffee 
and pulla.  Here is an opportunity to 
meet people, sit and chat--regain your 
strength to attend the ScanFair.  Our 
hours are from 11:00 to 4:00 both 
days.  See you there! 

Val Koven 

Northwest Nordics Calendar 
Please send any calendar activities to Kris Leander 
at the Leif Erikson Intl Foundation, 2245 NW 57th, 
Seattle WA  98107, leiferikson@home.com.  This 
monthly calendar covers Nordic activities throughout 
the Puget Sound.  For subscription information, 
write to above address or call 206-783-8462. They 
are a non-profit organization. 

Tanhuajat, the Seattle Finnish Folkdancers, 
practice regularly on Wednesday nights at the 
Finnish Lutheran Church from 7:30 to 9:30.  New 
dancers are welcomed to join. For information, 
call Director Sirkku Vasama at 206 440 0944. 

Summer performances included the Skandia 
Midsommarfest at Kenmore, Tivoli - Viking Days 
at the Nordic Heritage Museum, the Finnish 
American Folk Festival at Naselle, FinnFest USA 
at Minneapolis, and the Grand Lodge Convention 
of the United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters 
at Renton. 

Upcoming is a performance at the 
Scandinavian Days in Puyallup's Western 
Washington Fairgrounds on Oct. 5. The Tanhuajat 
are especially appreciative of the 
accompaniment provided by accordionists Penny 
Curtis and Angie Johnson. 

Tanhuajat Return To Practices 
On Wednesday Nights 

They Served: Finnish Americans in the 
Military Exhibited at the Suomi - 

Finland Room 
An exhibit featuring Finnish Americans in the 

military opens at the Suomi - Finland Room on Nov. 
3. Coordinated by Hera Owen, the display will 
contain the story of several veterans of the Second 
World War, as well as participants of wartime Finland 
and later wars involving the United States. 

The Nordic Heritage Museum, at 3014 N.W. 67th 
Street in Seattle, is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 4 
p.m. 

$$$ 
Remember to 
give us your 

NEW 
addresses!! 

 
Members who are moving are 
reminded to send us those address 
changes promptly!  
 
FFSC is charged by the US Post Office 
for every incorrect address! 
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Our Only May Amelia is now playing at the 

Seattle Children’s Theatre 
Our Only May Amelia 
Adapted by John Olive  
Based on the Newbery Honor book by  
Jennifer L. Holm  
Directed by Kathleen Collins  
September 20 - October 26  
Charlotte Martin Theatre  
Recommended for everyone age 8 and older  
For more information call (206) 441 3322 or 
check out www.sct.org  
 
World Premiere!  

In 1899, life on the Naselle River in Washington is 

hard for a 13-year-old girl, and May Amelia 

Jackson is the ONLY girl in all of the Nasel 

settlement. She learns from the women in her life

--the grandmother who blames her for everything, 

the aunt who is her safe haven, and the mother 

who depends upon her--that being a girl doesn't 

mean you can't be strong. As a pioneer, she learns 

that being independent can be as dangerous as it 

is fun, especially when you are the only May 

Amelia. The story is based on actual diaries from 

Jennifer Holm's northwest family; who emigrated 

from Finland in the early 1870’s and settled in the 

Nasel River Valley. This story brings the 

pioneering spirit to life for those who wish they'd 

lived here 100 years ago.  

 
Author Spotlight by Jennifer L. Holm 
 
Reprinted from the Spotlight magazine with 
permission of the author and Seattle Children’s 
Theatre 

When I was a kid, I liked to read. A lot.  

One of our neighbors said recently that his 
clearest memory of me as child was watching me 
rake the lawn one-handed wile I read a book wit 
the other! In fact, the highlight of a particular 
summer vacation was not, for me, going on the 
water slide at an amusement park, but rather 
stopping at a bookstore with a great kid’s section 
and discovering – gasp!- that my favorite author, 
Lloyd Alexander, had written four more books. 
While my parents drove my brothers and I to the 
historic marvels of Williamsburg, I resolutely kept 
my nose in those books, knowing with absolute 
certainty that some guy cleaning a musket didn’t 
hold a candle to Taran trying to wrest back the 
Black Cauldron. This enthusiasm of mine may 
explain that while I never did very well on the 
American Revolution, I knew how to draw the 
entire map of the mythical kingdom of Prydain. 

But my childhood was marked by something 
else-boys. Specifically, brothers. I had a pack of 
them. Four to be exact, and I liked to do 
everything they did – softball, kickball, climbing 
trees, spitting contests, swimming in the creek, 
you name it. I guess it left a lasting impression. 
Even my husband admits that it takes me less 
time to get ready in the bathroom than him! 

Several years ago, the diary of my great 
aunt, Alice Amelia Holm, was discovered. As a 
Christmas present, my aunt, Elizabeth Hold, 
transcribed the diary and gave copies to family 
members. It was one of the best gifts I ever 
received. I had always been intrigued by my 
father’s stories about growing up on the Naselle 
River, and reading Aunt Alice’s diary made me 
feel closer to those experiences. 

It was a window onto a lesser-known aspect 
of American history, but one so familiar to my 
family; the hardships of the Scandinavian 
immigrants who came to this country in the late 
19th century and endured in what was still 
considered the frontier. My own great-
grandfather, Charles Holm, emigrated from 
Finland in the early 1870’s and settled in the 
Naselle River Valley. 

The diary entries begin in 1900 when Aunt 
Alice was twelve years old and end six years later 
when she became a teacher. Aunt Alice wrote 
about everything from going fishing to playing 
with (and teasing!) her brothers. Although Aunt 
Alice died before I was born, the diary made me 
feel as if I knew her – or at least identified with 
her, especially the parts about playing pranks on 
her brother Wilbert! Let’s just say that she had 
some very good pranks in her repertoire that I 
could appreciate as sister. 

Reading her diary, I could suddenly imagine 
what it might have been like to grow up in a 
Finnish-American family on an isolated farm like 
my father, or like Aunt Alice before him. I used 
that as my starting point, and then wondered 
what it would be like if I was a girl surrounded by 
a pack of brothers! (Hmm, now where did that 
come from?) I got the spark. May Amelia and the 
Jackson family were born. I had a great time 
writing Our Only May Amelia, and it’s always a 
treat to see it in the bookstores or on a library 
shelf. But my favorite thing is seeing someone 
actually reading it. 

As for me, I’m trying to stay out of more 
trouble these days. I still prefer reading to 
amusement parks, and on occasion, I rake the 
lawn while reading a book. Although I confess I 
don’t seem to get many leaves up that way. 
Lately I’ve been thinking of playing that prank 
that Auntie Alice played on her brother – the one 

(Continued on page 22) 

Our Only May Amelia 
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where you put white gravy on a bowl of berries 
and pretend it’s whipped cream. Trust me, it’s 
pretty funny. 

(But you didn’t hear it from me. After all, 
I’m supposed to be a grown-up!) 

(Continued from page 21) 

Christmas Greetings! 

Your holiday greeting will be printed in the December 2002 FFSC Newsletter 

Joulutervehdys! 

 
 
NAMES ($2.00)  ____________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/LOCATION  ____________________________________________________________  

EXTRA PERSONAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ($3.00) _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

The cost is $2.00, plus $3.00 if you would like to add a personal Christmas message.  
Please submit by November 15th to: 

FFSC — PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98125 
or sign up at the FFSC Table at the BAZAAR, November 2nd, 2002. 

Any questions? Please call 425-868-1822. 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98125 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC  Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98125 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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In concert 

“Under the Northern Star” 

Ulla Suokko 

Performing Artist & Concert Flutist 

October 26, 2002 

Seattle, WA 
 

October 25, 2002 

Portland, OR 
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