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The Scandinavian Hour—Saturday Mornings 9—10 AM, KKNW 1150 AM 
206-440-1134 

Oct 4  Semmarit. Kane Hall at the University of Washington 

Oct 18  The Finnish Lutheran Church celebrates 50th anniversary of its building.  
  For information call Pastor Seppo Hartikainen (206) 789-0864 or  
  Norman Westerberg (425) 454-9452 

Oct 25  Dinner—Cruise—Auction 

Oct 26  Northwest Pelimannit play at Gig Harbor Nordic Scandinavian Festival  

Nov 1 10—3 Finnish Community Bazaar, Nordic Heritage Museum 

Nov 8  Mini Film Festival—University of Washington 

Nov 21  Deadline for FFSC Independence Day Celebration Tickets. Pages 16 & 17. 

Nov 27  Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 6  FFSC Independence Day Celebration. Pages 16 & 17. 

Be sure to check our web site at www.finnsnw.com  for late breaking events. 

FinnFest 2004 
This is your invitation to participate in the annual FinnFest Festival in Lake Worth, Florida to be 

held next year on February 11 – 15, 2004. 

A festive atmosphere is assured with the sounds of many musicians such as Marika Krook, Maarit 

Vaga, Katri Helena, Mika Pohjola, the Boca Raton String Quartet, Ameriikan Pojat, Amerikan 

Laulajat and many others. The program also includes lectures, stage plays, folk dancers and art 

exhibitions along with a market place with a variety of vendors. We have prepared a menu of 

participation options for you to increase public awareness of your organization as well as to 

support FinnFest. The festival objective is to promote appreciation and understanding of our 

Finnish heritage. You can also find details and forms as well as other Festival updates on our 

web site at www.finnfest2004.com. For further information, call Tel: 561/582 0554 
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Seattle’s 25th Annual 

Finnish 
Community 

Bazaar 
November 1, 2003 

10:00 AM — 3:00 PM 

 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street in Ballard 

 

Arts and Crafts Show 

Children’s Activities 

For more information, please contact Liisa Mannery at  

liisa@liisamannery.com or 206-783-0894. 

The twenty-fifth annual Finnish Community 
Bazaar returns to the Nordic Heritage Museum 
on Nov. 1. Bazaar hours are from 10 AM to 3 PM. 

Dedicated to Sirkka Wilson, who faithfully 
cashiered every hour of every bazaar, the anni-
versary event will also feature an Arts and Crafts 
Show and a Children's Room in the adjacent 
classrooms at the museum. 

Children will have an opportunity to write a 
letter to Joulupukki in Lapland, in addition to 
other activities organized by the Suomi Koulu 
parents. A dozen organizations, including Finlan-
dia Foundation Seattle Chapter, will appreciate 
your support with donations to their sales ta-

bles, as well as your purchases. 
Bring your friends to the 25th annual Finn-

ish Community Bazaar. The Nordic Heritage Mu-
seum is at 3014 NW 67th Street in Ballard, with 
convenient parking from the 68th Street en-
trance. Metro bus #17 serves nearby 32nd Ave-
nue NW. 

Finnish Community Bazaar Celebrates 25 Years  
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Semmarit Scores in Seattle  

Mainstage 
8:00 pm Fridays and 2:30 pm 
Sundays  
October 17 & 19, 2003 
Joseph Silverstein, Conductor/
Violin  
November 21 & 23, 2003 
Ralf Gothóni, Conductor 
Neil Mackie, Tenor 
Mark Robbins, French Horn  

Showcase  
Sunday, November 16, 2003 
Mark Gothóni, Violin 
Melvyn Poll, Tenor 
Ralf Gothóni, Piano  
Music in the Park  
Schubert in the Park 
November 2, 2003 
Coral Sepulveda, Violin 
Craig Weaver, Cello 

Judith Cohen, piano  
Beethoven in the Park 
December 7, 2003 
Marjorie Kransberg-Talvi, Violin 
Randolph Hokanson, piano  

From its beginnings some dozen years ago, 
Semmarit has sought to turn on its head the image 
of the traditional Finnish male choir -- unsmiling 
men, standing poker-straight, and singing the 
standard repertoire. Judging from its October 4 
concert in Kane Hall on the University of 
Washington Campus, Semmarit has succeeded -- 
and wildly so.   Those fortunate enough to be in 
the audience will never again be able to retreat 
to the safety of the choral stereotype. 

As the concert began, the near-capacity crowd 
could be forgiven for thinking that Semmarit 
would be more of the same.  Members of the 
twenty-man choir, attired in formal black suits 
and white shirts and bow ties, marched onto the 
stage in typical, single-file, processional fashion.  
But once they started singing and putting the 
moves to "Train to Foolsville," they demonstrated 
that they had something in mind other than 
business-as-usual.  And for the next two hours, 
they gave a delighted audience a musical 
smorgasbord that included ballads, pop, disco, 
rock, doo-wop, and even rap and hip-hop. 
Furthermore, by the end of the show, jackets 
were flung off, shirt tails were flapping, and bow 
ties were unstrung.  Transformation was near 
total. 

Despite its departure from the norm, in at least 
one important respect, Semmarit honors the 
tradition of a cappella Finnish choral singing: a 
high respect for musical technique.  No matter 
what kind of music they sang Saturday night, 
these men maintained the 
highest standards of 
professionalism, including 
impeccable harmony and 
tightness.  Some 
considerable credit here 
goes to their conductor, 
Reima Viitala  -- a model 
of essential but 
unobtrusive direction.       

Among Semmarit's 
distinguishing features, 
none is more significant 

than the originality of its music. 

This group sings its own music 
exclusively.  Furthermore, it's not just one or two 
or even a half dozen members who do the 
composing and word-smithing.  Most of the singers 
also write either music or lyrics or both.  The 
songs are fresh and appealing, whether presented 
in English (the norm during the Seattle concert) or 
Finnish.  During the intermission and after the 
October 4 show, many prospective buyers at the 
Semmarit table asked specifically for CD's that 
included favorite songs heard in the program -- 
from the moody and reflective "Queen Moon" to 
the lively and funny throwback to the Seventies, 
"Pant Legs Flap Around." 

Ultimately what makes being at a Semmarit 
concert such an unforgettable experience is the 
sense of camaraderie among the singers.  These 
men obviously have a great time performing 
together. Their joy seems to explode into the 
dancing, the humor, and the theater that 
accompanies the singing.  It all seems to be of a 
piece -- radiating from a center of love for music 
and for performance. This authentic energy 
travels from the stage to the hall, infecting the 
audience with the same feeling of giddiness.  No 
wonder Semmarit was rewarded with three 
standing ovations.  Even so, they clearly gave 
more than they received.  And they continue to 
give in the memories of those with the luck to be 
at this standout concert.  For those not there: 

Pray that they come back to 
Seattle someday soon.  

Upcoming Concerts—Northwest Chamber Orchestra 
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Following up on a highly-praised pair of 
September concerts, Finnish conductor and  
pianist Ralf Gothoni will be back in Seattle in 
November for two more programs at the Benaroya 
Recital Hall.  

On November 16 at 2:30 p.m., Gothoni will 
be wearing his pianist hat as he plays Dvorak's 
Piano Quintet in A Minor and then joins violinist 
Mark Gothoni for Janacek's Sonata for Violin and 
Piano.  Tenor Melvyn Poll will conclude this 
Showcase afternoon with songs by Beethoven and 
Strauss. 

Mainstage concerts on November 21 and 
November 23 will feature Gothoni as conductor of 
the Northwest Chamber Orchestra.  The program -
- identical for both concerts -- includes Haydn's 
Symphony No. 1, Schubert's String Quartet No.14 
(Death and the Maiden), and Britten's Serenade 
for Tenor, Horn, and Strings.  Guest performers 
for the Britten work are tenor Neil Mackie and 
French horn player Mark Robbins. 

Gothoni, in his second full year as Principal 
Conductor and Music Director for Northwest 
Chamber Orchestra, has an enviable musical 
biography, beginning with his studies on the violin 
at the age of three and on the piano at five in his 
native Finland.  Since his debut as a soloist at age 
15, he has performed in prestigious music festivals 
and with major symphony orchestras all over the 
world.  In addition to his duties with the 
Northwest Chamber Orchestra, Gothoni is 
currently principal conductor of the English 
Chamber Orchestra, principal guest conductor 

with the Turku Philharmonic Orchestra,  artistic 
director of the Forbidden City Music Festival in 
Beijing, professor at the Sibelius Academy, and 
visiting professor London's Royal College of Music.   

In addition to his busy concert schedule, 
Gothoni has also found time to record extensively, 
particularly with the Ondine label, and to 
compose three chamber operas, a chamber 
cantata, and a concerto.  His work has been 
acknowledged by the receipt of a number of 
international awards.  He is married to violinist  

Elina Vahala, who shared the stage with him 
last season and is to do again this spring. 

Of particular interest to those in the local 
Finnish community is a concert in February in 
which Gothoni will be conducting and 
Concertmaster Marjorie Kransberg-Talvi will be 
violin sololist, along with Ana Chumachenco.   For 
information or tickets for this or other concerts, 
contact NWCO at 206 343-0445 or at 
nwco@nwco.org.  

Finnish Conductor-Pianist Back in Seattle  

Despite the fact that the Semmarit concert was 
a great success artistically and popularly, it was 
still very expensive to mount.  For example, 
sound equipment expenses alone approached 
$4,000.00  Add to that the cost of flyers, mailings, 
posters,  rental of the Kane Hall space and the 
costs grow.   

In the last newsletter, we asked for thirty of our 
supporters to contribute $100.00 to defray 
expenses associated with Semmarit.  Seven 
generously responded to our invitation, including 
one couple who contributed $200.00.  The time 

has come and gone to offer new contributors 
front-and-center seating at the concert, but we 
can offer you Semmarit's most recent CD, 
"Hakkaan sun ovee" (I'm Pounding on Your Door), a 
tee-shirt, and a poster.   

Contributions are tax-deductible and very much 
appreciated.  Send them to FFSC, PO Box 75052, 
Seattle, WA  98175.  

Partners Still Sought for Semmarit Concert 
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Sauna, sisu, and Sibelius -- the sibilant 
stereotypes of Suomi.  Just how much these 
cultural clichés need overhauling was evident 
from the October 4th concert in Kane Hall on the 
UW Campus.  For anyone who attended, a list of 
positive symbols of Finland beginning with "S" 
would now have to be updated to include 
Semmarit.  

Wow!  That was the most common response 
to the twenty performers who sang, danced, 
joked, and cavorted their way through two hours 
of original, energetic, and thoroughly 
professional entertainment. 

Even the nearly 300 people who waited in 
line to buy tickets the night of the concert had 
nothing but good things to say about Semmarit. 

And where did all these people come from?  
There were, of course, the stalwarts from the 
local Finnish community whose support can be 
counted on regularly.  Many of you who are 
reading this message are part of that wonderful, 
faithful group of dependables.  But there were 
others as well.  Students and staff from the UW 
who had heard Semmarit do spot concerts on 
campus the day before the concert.  Members of 
the Seattle Men's Chorus whose director, Dennis 
Coleman, had urged their attendance.  People 
from Bellingham who had heard Semmarit sing 
the week before and wanted to hear them again.  
Singers from local barbershop quartets and 
choruses.  Last, but not least, folks who had just 
seen a poster or a flyer or a postcard or heard 
from a friend or family member.      

So what do we learn from this big, diverse, 
enthusiastic audience?  Former President of FFSC 
Byron Wicks hit the nail on the head:  We can't 
depend entirely on the Finnish community if we 
want to fill a large hall like Kane.  We have to 
find new and effective ways of reaching a larger 
community, willing to join us in our activities, 
not just because they are Finnish, but because 
they are of high quality.  This is entirely 
consistent with two of the purposes of our 
organization:   

• Providing and promoting ethnic cultural 
activities for the learning of the Finnish language 
through classes and developing an appreciation 
of Finnish literature, history, art and music by 
lectures, seminars, concerts and program. 

• Cultivating an understanding of Finnish 
culture with Finnish-Americans and others 
interested in Finland. 

Another lesson we learned from the success 
of the Semmarit concert is the importance of 
cooperation with other organizations.  In fact, 
this event was cosponsored by the Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter and by the UW 
Department of Scandinavian Studies.   That 

collaboration was enormously fruitful and 
fulfilling.  Rather than detail how, let me thank 
those from the University whose work was 
essential:  From the Scandinavian Department 
itself, our own Finnish Studies faculty Andy 
Nestingen and Virve Vainio, Finnish Studies 
students Dustin Lane and John Parker,  Event 
Reservations staff, especially Kalle Applegate, 
and Arts Ticket Office Assistant Director Liz 
Wong. 

In the same spirit of cooperation, I urge all 
of you to attend two important events in 
November.  The annual Finnish Community 
Bazaar will be held on November 1 at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum.  This event, celebrating its 
25th anniversary, is under the auspices of the 
Seattle Finnish American Heritage Committee 
and the leadership of Leo Utter.  It represents 
the best in cooperation among the numerous 
Finnish organizations in the area.  FFSC will be 
represented, as usual, with a booth. On 
November 8 is the Finnish Cinema Day at the UW 
Hub Auditorium.  This free event, planned and 
organized by Andy Nestigen and Honorary Consul 
Matti Suokko, has a number of sponsors, 
including the FFSC.  Further information about 
this films and their times is available elsewhere 
in this newsletter.  The highlight will be visits by 
award-winning Finnish actors Peter Franzen and 
Irina Bjorklund.  You'll have a great time, 
whether you see one or two films or stay for all 
four. 

With all this activity, who can resist being 
excited about the dissemination of Finnish 
culture  -- traditional and modern -- in our area.  
Semmarit has allowed us to see the possibilities.  
It's up to us to realize them.   

Gary London, FFSC President 



In Memoriam 
Mildred Willman Hamlin 

Oliver Wiita 

Aura Metsälä Hagland  
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Rosi Magareeta Hill, Scandinavian of the 
Year 1999, has passed away at age 82. Rosi died 
at her home in Warrenton, Oregon, June 6, 
2003. Rosi Nivaleun was born May 20, 1921 in 
Pernio, Finland.  Our Scandinavian of the Year 
got her university degree in Political Economics 
at the University of Helsinki.  She immigrated to 
Portland where at Portland State University 
(PSU) she earned a B.S. degree in Anthropology 
and continued with postgraduate studies in His-
tory and Economics.   

Rosi was a traveler extraordinaire, who 
traveled the world over.  Last year she drove 
her RV cross-country by herself with only her 
dog to keep her company and she was 81 years 
old!  She visited the Great Smoky Mountains and 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.  This trip 
was several months long. Rosi was a Finn with 
sisu, with no boundaries, not even old age. 
 In 1958, PSU President John Cramer announced 
plans to have each language establish a cultural 
environment and decor to stimulate study of 
that country,  The Finns, including Rosi Hill, 
Nestor Perala, and Consul Virtanen quickly 
raised the funds, planned the interior decor, 
ordered the material from Finland, and put it all 
together.  The room was rededicated in 1980 by 
President Joseph Blumelinder an agreement 
with the Finnish-American Literary Heritage 
Foundation. (also known as FALHF) which was to 

use it as an editorial office.  The Finns broad-
ened its use by sharing it as a classroom for the 
entire Scandinavian Community. 
Rosi helped schedule volunteers, mostly within 
FALHF, to keep the room open for students all 
day long.  She, herself, put in many tedious 
hours keeping the room available for research 
and browsing. 

In 1992, when PSU was under another ad-
ministration, a notice was suddenly given to va-
cate the Finnish Room.  Rosi Hill was one of the 
stalwarts in protesting to the university, which 
then yielded. 

The Scandinavian community owes much to 
Rosi Hill, because without her it is doubtful we 
would still have a Finnish room.  The place is 
today a focal point for Scandinavian classes and 
lectures at the University. 

Rosi Magareeta Hill 
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CHARTREUSE  

711 East Pike Street on  

Capital Hill, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage 

Scandinavian and international  

new design  

Many designer pieces from  

the 1950s  

through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl,  

Royal Copenhagen, Holmegaard,  

Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

The Finnish Lutheran Church 
The Finnish Lutheran Church is located 

just north of Seattle, Washington at 8504 
13th Avenue NW. We offer worship services 
in both the Finnish and English languages. 
The Finnish Language Worship Service is on 
the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of each month. 
The English Language Worship service is 
offered on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month. Our Worship Services begins at 
11:00AM on each Sunday. We offer a 
Sunday School for the younger people to 
attend during the Worship Service. We 
encourage you to stay and join us for coffee 
and refreshments following the Worship 
Service and allow us to share our 
hospitality.  

Pastor Seppo J Hartikainen 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter board 
consists of five annually elected positions: 
President, vice president, secretary, 
membership secretary, treasurer, and 
newsletter editor. Additionally a minimum of 
four members-at-large serve two year terms 
at a time. 
This year’s board members are Gary London-
President, Minna Rudd-Vice President, Esko 
Männistö-Membership Secretary, Joel Wästi-
Treasurer, Paula Price-Newsletter Editor, 
and Pentti Rinne, Petra Mengelt, Pirjo Berg, 
and Virve Vainio as members at large. The 

Secretary Position is still open at this time. Last month we 
featured Gary London, Minna Rudd, Esko Männistö, Virve 
Wainio and Petra Mengelt.   
 
Prijo Berg—Member-at-Large  I became member on the 
FFSC board this summer. I am very exited to be involved 
in preserving our Finnish heritage. I am also member of 
the Finland Room Committee at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum mainly organizing exhibits at Finland Room with 
other committee members. 

I have lived in Seattle on and off about 8 years, now. I live 
with my husband walking distance to University of 
Washington. I have a studio at Fremont, as I am an artist, 
painter. This August and September I had exhibits at the 
Nordic Heritage Museum. 

 

 I Have Two Homelands 
 
I have two homelands that I cherish 
One, out of the past, 
Spawned the race from which I grew 
And flung it, searching, across the ocean, 
 Searching for work, for opportunity, 
  And most important to many, for land— 
 Land to call their own. 
My other homeland welcomed these 
searchers, 
Helped them in their need 
And nurtured their aspirations. 
I am an American, but I cannot forget 
The countries of my forefathers 
Or the heritage they bequeathed me. 
   By Gunhild Larsen Smith 
   Submitted by Esther Reed 

Introducing the FFSC Board 
2003-2004 
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WIN A TRIP TO FINLAND 
 

Recruit a new* member to Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter OR upgrade your 
membership level to the new supporting category ($50/yr) between October 1st 

and December 1st, 2003 and have your name as well as the newly recruited 
member’s name entered into a drawing for a trip to Finland. One entry per each 
paid membership! One lucky winner will receive two (2) SAS roundtrip tickets 
from Seattle to Helsinki. Tickets are valid until December 6th, 2004, blackout 

dates May 15-Sept ember 15.  
 

Drawing will be held at the Independence Day Celebration at the Mountaineers 
Club in Seattle on December 6th, 2003. You need not to be present to win. 

* New member must not have been a member of the Seattle Chapter in the last 
three (3) years. 

 

FINLANDIA FOUNDATION  

SEATTLE CHAPTER 

special membership drive 2004! 
We'd like to increase our membership by offering this special 

opportunity for renewing and new members: 

Renew your 2004 membership by December 1st, 2003 with this 

year’s lower prices: 

Regular $15/yr  Couple/family $20/yr 

Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 

 

 2004 membership dues will increase as of December 2, 2003 to: 

Regular $20/yr Couple/family $25/yr 

Senior $15/yr Senior couple $20/yr 

Supporting Member $50/yr *new  

Lifetime $300 

 

As a member you will receive our highly regarded bi-monthly newsletter 

as well as invitations to chapter sponsored activities. 
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 Cruise on the Amati 

March 11, 2003 
Both laptops broken which is why I have not 

been able to send news. Nikki and boys are 
visiting Nikki’s parents in Florida, and she will 
have the computers fixed. I am sending this from 
an Internet café. 

In the meantime, I’m anchoring at St. 
Maarten trying to repair several electronics and 
other problems on the boat. Our plan now is to 
sail from here via the Bahamas to U.S. East Coast 
and north. Nikki has a hard time coping with the 
tropical heat, so we will head north. 

Greetings, Juha 

April 12, 2003 
S/Y Amati approaching Virgin Islands 

Hello All! 

We are currently on a passage to the British 
Virgin Islands.  We have 20-25kts of wind from 
behind, sunny, 86F, 7+kts of boat speed.  In other 
words, perfect sailing conditions!  This is our first 
night passage since crossing the Atlantic: all the 
other islands have been close enough for day 
hops. 

Sorry for the lack of recent updates: both of 
our laptop computers died, which took our mailing 
list, too.  The better one we got fixed under 
warranty in the USA, but Federal Express lost the 
package!  Now I'm stuck with this stone age 
clunker from two years ago. 

We spent over a month in St Maarten: a small 
island that belongs to both France and 
Netherlands.  Nikki and the boys visited 
grandparents in Florida while I was doing all sorts 
of boat projects.  Besides that, I watched the 
Heineken Regatta, did some single handed sailing 
to neighboring islands, and a shark feeding dive. 
The boats here (St Maarten and Antigua) are just 
amazing.  We are clearly smaller than average.  
There are many 60+ foot Swans, and lots of mega 
yachts in the 100-300ft range. 

We will probably spend two 
weeks in the Virgins before heading 
to Bahamas.  I'm not sure if I 
mentioned it in previous emails, but 
we will not be sailing to the Pacific 
Ocean.  Instead we will sail from 
here to Florida, and the up the US 
East Coast as far North as we can 
make it, hopefully at least to Cape 
Cod, where Nikki and I first met as 
high school exchange students. 

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

P.S. The boys are having fun with 
lots of playmates.  Antti was just 

asking today if we could buy a new boat again and 
sail all the way around the world. 

April 29, 2003 
S/Y Amati back in North Atlantic  

This is our third day of passage making from 
the British Virgin Islands to the Bahamas.  We 
have left the Caribbean Sea and are back in the 
North Atlantic. 

We are sailing past US and Spanish Virgin 
Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, and 
Haiti.  We don't want to visit any US territories, 
because that would mean undertaking the big 
hassles of importing the boat (we'll do that in 
Florida).  Dominican Republic is on the piracy list 
and Haiti is off limits for insurance, so we are 
staying well clear of those coastlines. This means 
a long passage, and we aren't even quite sure yet 
where/when we will drop the anchor next time. 

This is a very deep (deepest?) part of the 
Atlantic, with over 9 km of water under our keel.  
Quite a contrast, because soon we will be 
challenged with the very shallow Bahamian 
waters.  We had excellent winds, but right now 
we are motoring in sunny calms: it's 93F (=34C) 
inside the boat, a bit more than Nikki can put up 
with.  Nikki is sleeping and the rest of us are just 
lazing around. 

Yesterday Matti caught a BIG wahoo, so we'll 
be eating fish for some time. 

We had a great time in the BVI with all the 
excellent snorkeling and diving spots.  The waters 
are quite protected, much like the San Juan 
Islands back home, so we got to do some smooth 
water sailing for a change.  Sadly we had to say 
good-bye to our long time cruising companions on 
Canina, who are heading back home to England in 
their 29-footer. 

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

May 3, 2003 
Pirates, drug dealers, reefs, sharks, and 

thunderstorms 

After 5 days and nights of sailing of 
over 700 nautical miles, we are 
hopefully finally in an anchorage 
where we can sleep the night.  This 
is Clarence Town, Bahamas, where 
we just arrived at 8 am this 
morning.  Yes, we are tired, but the 
kids are wide awake!  Life so far in 
the tropics has been easy, so I 
suppose it was time to have a few 
challenges along the way. Here was 
the biggest one as described by 

(Continued on page 11) 

The final installment of the saga of the Niemistö family . . . . . . . . 
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Matti: 

Dear Friends,     last night we had the worst 
storm yet. Lightning was surrounding us, zapping 
the water. We were the only boat here. The winds 
howled from 40 to 58 knots. The whitecap waves 
were clashing into us. The wind was so strong, the 
paint on the outboard peeled off. Our anchor 
dragged, and we were getting closer and closer to 
shore. My dad turned on the engine so we 
wouldn't move to shore. Things were flying around 
inside. My dad finally decided to lift up the 
anchor. We were all worried that he would be hit 
by lightning, because the lightning was right 
above our heads. The rain was so hard, you 
couldn't see a thing. Luckily we motored out of 
the storm without anything being struck by 
lightning. We were reeeeeaaaaaaaalllly lucky. We 
were anchored in and luckily not on Crooked 
island. We are now in Clarence town with 
Snowcat. Hope you have a good trip/week.  Matti 

One night at 3 am between the Dominican 
Republic and Turks & Caicos when Nikki was on 
watch she saw a white light kept creeping closer.  
The radar confirmed this, too.  Nikki woke me up 
and was feeling really uncomfortable about it.  
We tried to turn away and increase speed, but the 
boat still came closer.  We decided to do a 180 
degree turn and shut off our navigation lights.  
The boat didn't follow, which was a big relief.  In 
the morning we caught up with the boat again,  
which turned out to be just a regular sailboat 
(Tayana 37 I think).  It's amazing what darkness 
can do to your imagination! 

The next day we arrived at Turks & Caicos.  
We anchored on an unprotected shore (all the 
sheltered anchorages were too shallow for us).  
We read that you can be fined up to $40,000 for 
damaging coral with your anchor, and even though 
we dropped the anchor on a patch of sand, sure 
enough the chain got snagged on a coral head.   
We decided to just go for a quick swim and 
snorkel, and within half an hour we were back 
sailing and heading for the Bahamas. 

The following day we failed at an attempt to 
find shelter in French Wells. The channels here 
have no markers and the sands are shifting, so it's 
strictly eyeball navigation: watching the color of 
the water.  We got stuck in a sandbar at the 
entrance with a big power boat behind us, who 
had decided to use us as their pilot.  Thankfully 
we were able to power ourselves out and started 
looking for a next possible anchorage. 

The only anchorage that we could make 
before dark was at a beach with coral reefs, quite 
open to the sea.  However, the forecast was 
calling for light winds from south east, so it 
seemed OK for us.  That's where we were hit by 
the thunderstorm... 

After getting out of there, the next possible 
anchorage was described in our guide book as a 

small "fishing village" whose fishing traps are 
always piled up on the shore, and the "fishing" 
boats include a camouflaged speed boat with four 
250-hp outboards on the back.  The guide book 
advises to go there only in a dire emergency.  So 
we didn't... 

To add to the anchoring challenge, our 
friends on 
Snow Cat 
said they 
had sighted 
sharks in 
their 
anchorage.  
The kids had 
been 
swimming 
away from 
the boat, 
the parents 
saw a shark, and immediately called the kids to 
calmly and slowly swim back.  The kids refused, 
because they were having too much fun in the 
water.  So the parents yelled "Shark!", and the 
kids virtually flew across the water back to the 
boat.  We will be keeping a sharp lookout for 
sharks when we go swimming.  Luckily the water 
here is so clear that it's not a big problem. 

Well, we are looking forward to some more 
pleasant sailing in the Bahamas... 

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

June 31, 2003 
We arrived in the USA (Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida) on May 18! This was two days before 
Thomas' passport expired, but we weren't counting. 
So, it took us almost a year to complete the sail 
from Finland to USA: a trip that takes 10 hours on 
an airplane. But we did take the scenic route and 
saw many things along the way! 

And yes, we have traded our floating home to 
a rolling one for a while. It feels strange to travel at 
50 knots no matter what the wind is. We decided to 
give up on the idea of sailing up the U.S. East 
coast for several reasons. 1) There's an excellent 
float on/float off yacht transport service from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida to Vancouver, Canada, which 
we will utilize to get Amati back home. 2) Nikki 
really can't handle the heat here, and it would be 
silly to install air conditioning for just a short time. 
3) We don't fit in the Intracoastal Waterway: we're 
too tall at 67 feet and it seems to be a pain to find 
marinas that are deep enough for us. Well, maybe 
these are not good enough reasons to become 
landlubbers, but this is only temporary of course. 

While waiting for the transport ship to come 
beginning of July, we rented an RV (a motor home) 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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with similar conveniences that we had on Amati (no 
washing machine or sauna, though). Upwind 
performance is guaranteed by a 300-hp V-10 
engine that will help rebuild the Iraqi economy for 
sure. We are planning to drive all the way up to 
Cape Cod in Massachusetts, and also visit my 
sister, Jaana, in Kentucky. 

Our cruise on Amati through the Bahamas was 
fabulous. Not since the Finnish/Swedish 
archipelago have we seen such pristine and 
seemingly endless cruising grounds. To contrast 
this, we also stayed two nights at the famous 
Atlantis resort in Nassau with incredible water 
slides, aquariums, and displays of the underwater 
world. 

Ahoy (or is it yee-haw), Crew of R/V Amati 
P.S. I'm too embarrassed to mention that we are in 
Disney World right now in an RV Park. 

July 31, 2003 
All of Amati crew is back home. The boat is on 

its’ way to Vancouver, Canada, inside a transport 
ship. We’ve been busy getting ourselves and the 
house back to normal (I just got the Internet hooked 
up to send this mail). 

Ahoy, Crew of S/Y Amati 

To see this complete story, check out the 
Niemistö family web site at  
http://niemisto.com 
 

(Continued from page 11) 

The Finns have invaded Sweden or to be 
more precise, the Swedish Cultural Center.  
Katrilli is now practicing at the Swedish Cultural 
Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA, 98109.  
The practice room is beautiful as it over-looks 
Lake Union and the Seattle skyline.  It also has a 
great wood floor that is kind to crotchety knees.  
Six new dancers and musicians joined us for our 
first practice of the fall.  The new participants 
added a lot of energy with their enthusiasm.  We 
usually start our sessions with rather easy, fun 
dances and spend the last hour preparing for 
performances.  Last summer, several Katrilli 
members spent a week at Finland’s Kaustinen 
Dance and Music Festival.  They returned to 
Seattle, with many hours of new dance material.  
We have already chosen some of the dances to be 
included in future performances.   

Our past season featured many activities--

Kalevala  (one of our favorite programs), Finnish 
Bazaar, Seattle’s Folklife, Astoria’s Midsummer 
Festival, Skandia’s Midsommarfest, performances 
at private parties, dance workshops in Vancouver 
BC, and Yulefest at the Nordic Heritage Museum.  
We are presently preparing for November’s 
performances for the Ethnic Heritage Council, 
Holland American Cruise Line, and Yulefest. 

Katrilli’s Yulefest program has become quite 
popular.  Along with our dance performances, we 
have a Lucia procession with attendants, and 
Starboys.  Easy and fun dances are taught to the 
children in the audience and the stage is always 
filled to capacity with happy families.  Lucia and 
her helpers then distribute Finnish Christmas 
ornaments and cookies throughout the audience.  
Katrilli’s Yulefest program will be in the late 

(Continued on page 13) 

Katrilli Folkdancers 
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Christmas Greetings! 

Your holiday greeting will be printed in the December 2003 FFSC Newsletter 

Joulutervehdys! 

 
NAMES ($2.00)  ____________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/LOCATION  _____________________________________________________________  

EXTRA PERSONAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ($3.00) __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

The cost is $2.00, plus $3.00 if you would like to add an additional personal  
Christmas message.  

Please submit by November 15th to: 
FFSC — PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175 

or sign up at the FFSC Table at the FINNISH COMMUNITY BAZAAR, November 1st, 2003. 

afternoon on Saturday, November 22. 

We are also preparing for the Finnish Bazaar 
that will also be held at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum, November 1 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.  
Katrilli will once again be serving delicious lettuja 
(Finnish style pancakes.)  Marja Hall is in charge 
of overseeing the making of the Karjalan Piirakkas 
(rye and rice pastries) and the torttus (pinwheel 

cookie) that always seem to sell out with thin the 
first hour or so of the bazaar. 

A wonderful way to learn about Finnish 
folklore, customs, and traditions is through dance. 
Our performances and often our practices are 
with live music You are welcomed to join us as a 
dancer or musician.  Some of our members come 
for the camaraderie and exercise rather than the 
performance aspect.   Whatever your choice of 
involvement, you will be guaranteed smiles and 
laughter even if you have two left feet! 

For more information, please call:  JoAnne 
Rudo at (206) 329-1443.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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Finnish Cinema Day  

Saturday November 8
th

, 2003 
University of Washington HUB Auditorium 

Admission is FREE! 
 

Featuring very special guests Irina Björklund and Peter Franzén, Finland’s award winning movie stars who will 
introduce each of the films during this one-day event. 

 

12:00PM Rolli and the Woodsprite (2001, Rölli ja Metsänhenki), Starring Peter Franzén--An 

award-winning fantasy film for the whole family, Rolli tells the story of a meeting between the Rolley tribe and the 
Elf tribe in a mystical fairyland. When the rowdy, fearsome Rolleys come to the fairyland, they frighten away the 
Elves who’ve always lived there. One day a brave, young elf girl named Millie meets Rolli, the silliest member of 
the Rolley tribe. They become fast friends, but the other Rolleys don't approve. Millie and Rolli’s friendship brings 
about a funny and exciting conflict between good and bad… Rolli won awards for set design, costume design and 
cinematography, and it was even more popular in Finland than the first Harry Potter movie! (With special treats 
for children; Subtitles) 
 

2:30PM Ambush (1999, Rukajärven tie), Starring Irina Björklund and Peter Franzén-- 

“Whatever happens to you in this war, I’ll wait for you.”  Ambush takes place in the first days of the Second World 
War in Russian Karelia. Young lieutenant Eero Perkola is sent on a mission behind enemy lines, leaving his 
beloved fiancée Kaarina behind with the nurse corps. During Perkola’s mission dramatic news from the homefront 
begin Perkola's personal war. The award-winning Ambush was a huge success critically and at the box office, the 
most popular Finnish film of the 1990s.  (Some violence and sexual content; Subtitles) 
 

5:30PM The Rosegarden (1996, Ruusutarha), Starring Irina Björklund--This funny, off-beat art 

film tells the story of two sisters, abandoned by their hippy mother. When a peculiar salesman arrives, they are 
forced to decide whether to stay in their Rosegarden, or venture out into the world. A delightful and insightful 
study of two young women’s relationship with each other, and the world around them. (Subtitles) 
 

7:00 PM Bad Boys (2003, Pahat Pojat) Starring Peter Franzén--The Takkunen brothers are every 

mother’s dream: they don’t drink, smoke or curse – yet they have committed over one hundred robberies. For all 
their life, Otto, Matti, Ilkka and Eero Takkunen have been under the thumb of their tyrannical father. When he is 
committed to a mental institution, the boys are left to manage on their own. Soon they’re making ends meet despite 
the law. Their loot brings independence, but their greatest desire - to be like everyone else – collides with the 
law… Based on a true story, the most popular Finnish movie in twenty years, a record-breaking box-office smash! 
(Some violence and sexual content; Subtitles) 
 

Finnish Cinema Day is sponsored and supported by: 

 
For more information visit www.FinnishCinemaDay.com website  

or call the UW Scandinavian Studies Dept. (206) 543-0645 

www.FinnishCinemaDay.com 

Scandinavian 
Airlines 

Nordic Heritage Museum UW Department of Scandinavian Studies 

Travel Time Finlandia Foundation UW Center for West European Studies 

W Hotel, Seattle Consulate of Finland, Seattle UW College of Arts and Sciences 

Finnish American Chamber of Commerce American Scandinavian Foundation 
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2003 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Celebrating 86 years of  Finnish Independence 

1917 – 2003 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 6th, 2003 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

 Social Hour 6:00 PM 
 Dinner 7:00 PM 
 Dance 9:15 PM 

 

You are cordially invited to an evening of  special  
music, dinner, dancing and door prizes.   

Join us to commemorate Finland’s 86th day of  national independence. 
 

We will start with social hour followed by a delicious three-course dinner, 
with a vegetarian option. Then a special speaker and program followed by 

dancing. 
 

To best plan for the event, paid reservations are requested by  
Saturday November 22nd .   

 
To avoid disappointment, be sure to send in your reservation early. 

While inquiries into availability may be made several days prior to the  
event, space may not be available.   

 
We encourage car pooling to help alleviate parking congestion and  

to allow those without vehicles to come and enjoy the evening  
celebrating this special occasion. 
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2003 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

1917 – 2003 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 6th, 2003 
Mountaineers Club 

300 Third Avenue West 
Seattle, Washington 

 

For additional information e-mail FFSC@finns.org or call 
Gary London at 206-632-3357 

 

Please send your check with this form (or facsimile) by November 22nd
 to: 

 
IDDD Committee 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter $40 per person 
PO Box 75052  
Seattle WA  98175 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  

Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________  

Phone (_______)  _______________________  E-mail _______________________________  

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names)  __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

❑ Hearing impaired: I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing. 

❑ For dinner, I would prefer a vegetarian meal. 

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Finnish National Costumes  

Information collected from various websites (addresses 

below) by Petra Mengelt  

Finnish national costumes are replicas of the 

festive attire commonly worn in the 18th and 19th 

centuries. They displayed the skill of their makers 

and were regarded as precious possessions. 

National costumes gracefully combine a 

rich folk craft heritage with the fabrics 

and dress styles fashionable in their 

day. Folk costumes are basically 

worn layer upon layer. 

Each article of dress is 

worn in a specific way 

and is highly distinctive 

in its own right, forming 

an opulent and often colorful 

ensemble. An effort has been 

made to preserve these features 

in the national costumes of 

today.  

In the study of Finnish 

national costumes, it is 

important to make the 

distinction between folk 

costumes and national 

costumes, and to realize 

that the national costume is 

an outgrowth and a redefinition of 

the folk costume.  

Folk costumes were commonly worn by 

ordinary people whose highly developed skills and 

innate artistic instincts were manifest in the 

beauty and quality of their home-loomed clothing. 

Festive garments were woven from wool with 

cotton warp. The art of weaving was well 

developed.  

The types of patterns used in the cloth tell of 

admiration of the high-class silk fabrics whose 

decorations were normally colorful groups of 

stripes. The wool was dyed with pigments derived 

from nature, with the exception of the colors blue 

and red; they had to be purchased from foreign 

sources. Blue, for example, came from Central 

America where indigo plant was grown on the 

plantations.  

The folk costume of the Western Finland 

finds its prototype in the aristocratic dress of the 

1500's. It consisted of a shirt, vest and a skirt. For 

festive occasions, important details were added, 

such as an apron, a silk scarf, worn around the 

shoulders, and a lacey cap. Changes in folk 

costume styles faithfully followed the 

developments in the popular dress, though they 

lagged behind by decades. The broad stripes were 

replaced by narrow stripes in the 1800's. The 

women's vest gradually became shorter so that 

the shirt became visible between the waist and 

the hem of the vest; "the flax field is showing," 

was a common saying.  

The regions 

Finnish folk dress is divided into two broad 

groups: western and Karelian. The two differ 

noticeably in appearance, though the basic 

articles of dress constituting the costumes are 

largely the same. Regional variation is more 

clearly discernible in women’s apparel, while 

men’s attire tends to reflect prevailing dress 

trends. Only in Karelian costumes is this regional 

variation so subtle as to draw a distinction 

between different parishes.  

The traditional man’s costume consists of a 

shirt, long trousers or knee breeches, waistcoat, 

jacket or coat, hat or cap, neckscarf, socks and 

(Continued on page 19) 

Ruokolahden eukkoja kirkkomäellä, 1887  

("Women of Ruokolahti on the Church Hill"), a painting 

by Albert Edelfelt (1854-1905),  
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shoes. The woman’s costume 

consists of a smock, skirt, 

bodice or kirtle, apron, 

jacket, headdress, shoes and 

socks. Typical accessories 

include jewellery, belts, 

kerchiefs and loose pockets.  

West Finnish costume 

A distinctive feature of 

west Finnish folk costumes 

was a colorful array of stripes 

arranged in different 

patterns in one outfit. Fabric 

was used generously, as cloth 

was considered to be a sign 

of wealth. 

Back in the days when Finland was a self 

sufficient economy, factory made fabrics were a 

more valuable commodity than home-made cloth. 

In addition to quality factory cloth, a range of 

imported fabrics were also used in Finland. All of 

these fine fabrics are now used in the making of 

national costumes.  

The traditional woman’s costume typically 

features a long laced bodice, a hip length jacket 

and broad striped cloth. Later into the 19th 

century, the stripes became progressively 

narrower and the bodices and jackets shorter. 

This development has been preserved 

in national costumes worn today.  

Women wear a tanu cloth cap, a 

tykkimyssy silk cap, a hornshaped cap 

or a shaped bonnet. 

Girls generally wear a red silk 

headband. In the western Finnish 

costume, aprons come in a range of 

fabrics of either one color or 

decorated with vertical stripes or 

printed patterns.  

Karelian costume 

The woolen or halfwoolen cloth 

of Karelian women’s costumes is off-

white, black, indigo blue or red. 

Though cloth is used sparingly in 

comparison with western Finland, 

Karelian costume is all the more 

lavishly decorated with colorful 

embroidery and traditional lacework. Bodices 

come in a straight or loose cut, generally in a 

single color, though often embroidered. Karelian 

skirts are often tightly pleated all the way round, 

though not as full as those encountered in 

western Finland. Karelian aprons are decorated 

with a variety of horizontal stripes.  

Married women wear a headscarf, a sorokka 

headdress or linen cap. Girls wear a shaped 

panted headband or a säppäli wreath-like band 

decorated with metal studs.  

The costume is often worn with a sleeved 

coat of a simple cut in linen or coarse wool.  

Some of the more striking Karelian costumes 

have been reproduced in relatively accurate 

detail in recent years.  

The origins of national costume 

National costumes date back over a century. 

They were originally inspired by National 

Romanticism, the Finnish nationalist movement 

and folk arts and crafts. There are over 400 

different women’s, men’s and children’s national 

costumes surviving today.  

Present-day national costumes are modeled 

on the historical folk costumes and articles of 

dress found in Finnish museums. 

Standard features of Finnish national costume 

Both men and women wear knee-socks 

knitted of white or colored sheer cotton, linen or 

wool. They are generally held up by 

garters.  

Footwear includes buckle shoes, black 

laced shoes, court shoes or moccasins 

of natural leather, depending on the 

costume.  

Standard or optional accessories 

include jewellery, belts, scarves, 

pockets and a wide array of ribbons. 

Where and when national costume is 

worn 

Carrying on the folk tradition, 

national costume is principally worn 

as festive attire. It is suitable for any 

special occasion, and can be worn as 

wedding attire, at graduation balls, or 

as stage costume by folk musicians, 

folk dancing groups and choirs.  

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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It should be borne in mind that every 

national costume forms an ensemble in its own 

right, complete with all the standard accessories, 

including headgear, socks, shoes and jewellery. 

National costumes preserve a valuable part of our 

folk heritage. They also add a distinctly Finnish 

element to our modern dress culture. 

The National Costume Council of Finland 

In the 1890s the National Museum of Finland, 

Suomen kansallismuseo, and the National Board of 

Antiquities, Museovirasto were made responsible 

for preserving the national costume and related 

folk heritage. This responsibility also rested in the 

hands of the communities who made and wore 

them.  

The task was later entrusted to the National 

Costume Council of Finland, Suomen 

kansallispukuneuvosto. The Council was founded 

in 1979 to coordinate research, documentation, 

education, publishing and information on and 

about Finnish national costume. The Council’s 

major achievement in research and education is a 

newly assembled collection of sample costumes.  

The collection currently comprises over 60 

samples; all made using traditional methods, for 

which expert seamstresses were specially trained.  

With the aim of authentically reflecting the 

rich traditions of Finnish folk costumes, the 

National Costume Council of Finland has 

endeavored to ensure that its sample costumes 

are as accurate in detail as possible.  

The collections of the National Costume 

Centre of Finland consist of national costumes of 

the model collection of the Finnish National 

Costume Council, of national costumes from 

different decades that have been donated and of 

material connected with national costumes.  

(Continued from page 19) 

 

Enquiries: National Costume Centre tel. +358 14 626 842 fax. +358 14 624 947  

email kansallispukukeskus@jkl.fi  

Good web sites: 

http://www.craftmuseum.fi/eng/nationalcostumecenter/collection.htm  

http://www.finnica.fi/keski-suomi/kansallispuvut/  

http://virtual.finland.fi/finfo/english/puvuteng.html 

http://www.kaiku.com/finncostume.html  

Tanhuajat, Seattle Finnish Folkdancers, Grown 
Up - 30 Years of Finnish Folkdancing 

Looking forward to the 30th year with a 
"birthday party" scheduled for early May 2004. 
How did it all happen?  

Once again, we have Sirkka Wilson to thank 
for the beginning of this group. She introduced 
to each other two people with the same desire, 
to have a Finnish folkdancing group in Seattle. 
Always encouraging she also without asking 
helped us find a place for practice. Our first 
practice night was the first Tuesday of 
September 1974! 

We believe Sirkka was also instrumental in 
getting us our first ever performance at the 
Finnish Kaleva Brotherhood annual meeting.  

The early years were fun and challenging at 
times, with many ups and downs with only a 
handful of devoted members that kept coming 
week after week, till finally at its best the group 
consisted of 13 or 14 couples.  

Invitations to various festivals and other 
events started arriving in numbers that we could 
not always accommodate. Gone were finally the 
days when we asked members to adjust their 
personal commitments (we really did) to enable 
us to do a performance! Tanhuajat have aimed 
at maintaining a truly Finnish style in their 
dancing as well as music. For that we are 
thankful to all the  leaders of the group, and 
also to the many wonderful visiting groups from 
Finland who taught us and  performed for us, 

(Continued on page 21) 

Tanhuajat Folkdancers 
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and the numerous dance workshops we have been 
fortunate to attend. We eventually got brave 
enough to incorporate newer choreographed 
dances in our previously very traditional 
programs. This is still an issue in Finland. There 
are those who feel old and new should not be 
mixed - traditional programs should be separate 
from the choreographed programs. But then, we 
are so far away and sided with those who believe 
they can be performed in the same program. A 
mutual love for folkdancing has taken us over the 
years not only to local events, but across the 
boarders to Canada, Victoria , Vancouver BC, 
Edmonton and as far as Thunder Bay, Ont. We 
have danced all over Washington state and also in 
Oregon, as far as Junction City. 

Without question the highlights have been 
FinnFestUSA, Minneapolis twice, Portland Or., and 
of course best of all twice in Seattle. And we 
always love Naselle. 

Tanhuajat early on took upon themselves to 
present the Finnish folk costumes. Many hours 
were spent together sewing new costumes, and 
studying the origins and correct use. We also had 
opportunities to do costume presentations to 
many of our audiences. The funds for purchasing 
the authentic materials from Finland were raised 
by dance performances and even catering - we 
found out we not only dance but also cook! 

After so many years one cannot but reflect 
for a moment what is this all about? Most 
audiences see a colorful group performing in 
heavy woolen Finnish costumes to that  enticing 
Finnish folkmusic without asking questions, only 
taking in the moment. Even for many of us 
dancers it may at times seem only meeting once a 
week for practices is merely good exercise, many 
a good friendship and great experiences  at the 
now hundreds of festivals and other events we 
have been fortunate participate in. 

Then came the trip to Finland to the 
folkfestivals - Savonlinna Mustan Passin Polska and 
Lappeenranta Kalenat, in 1995. In Savonlinna the 
main speaker finally gave it a deeper meaning. 
While Europeans were beginning to learn to live as 
one, rather than many separate countries within 
their old boundaries, one of the questions raised 
was if  the ethnic cultures were in time going to 
disappear. The speaker maintained that the 

various cultures were going to be preserved in the 
villages and communities as long as there were 
groups like these participating at Savonlinna and 
Lappeenranta. Through their dance  and music old 
traditions were passed on from generation to 
generation. 

And so, perhaps without realizing, here in 
the far away Pacific Northwest, we have in our 
own way, with the help of our "adopted Finnish 
friends",  contributed a little to the preservation 
of our Finnish culture, as have other ethnic groups 
helped to preserve theirs. 

Thank you to all the many dancers and  to all 
the wonderful musicians who have made this 
possible.  Without you this would not have 
happened.  

Tanhuajat are compiling a booklet with 
pictures and short stories from the past 
30 years, and a list of all past and present 
members. We hope to hear from you.  

Join us and help us preserve some of this 
beautiful culture. 

Practices Wednesdays 7.30- 9.30pm at 
Finnish Lutheran Church , 8502 13th Ave W 
(Ballard). Contact President Leo Utter or any of 
the members for more information. 

(Continued from page 20) 



Page  22 FFSC Newsletter 

October/November 2003 FFSC Newsletter 

Recipes 
Rutabaga Casserole  Lanttulaatikko 
2 medium rutabagas, peeled and diced (about 6 cups) 
¼ cup fine dry bread crumbs 
¼ cup cream 
½ teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 eggs beaten 
3 tablespoons butter  
Cook the rutabagas until soft (about 20 minutes) in salted water to cover.  Drain 
and mash.  Soak the bread crumbs in the cream and stir in the nutmeg, salt and 
beaten eggs.  Combine with the mashed rutabagas.  Turn into a buttered 2 ½ 
quart casserole, dot the top with butter, and bake in a medium oven (350 
degrees) for 1 hour or until lightly browned on top.  Serves 6 to 8.  
The Finnish Cookbook: Beatrice Ojakangas  
 
2 medium rutabagas 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon butter 
2 tablespoons dark corn syrup or pancake syrup 
1 tablespoon flour 
¼ teaspoon white pepper 
1 cup milk or cream 
1 large egg 
¼ cup dry bread crumbs  
Peel and cut the rutabagas in 1-inch cubes, and put them into a stainless steel or 
enameled saucepan.  Pour in enough water to barely cover the vegetables and 
add the salt.  Bring to boil, lower the heat and simmer for 20-30 minutes, or 
until tender when tested with a fork. 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Drain the rutabagas and mash them using a potato 
masher, an electric mixer or a food processor.  Add the butter, syrup, flour and 
pepper.  Stir in enough milk or cream to make a fairly loose mixture.  Add salt to 
taste.  When somewhat cooled, beat in the egg.  Pour into a buttered casserole 
and sprinkle the top with the bread crumbs.  Bake for 1 hour or until nicely 
browned on top.  Serve hot. 
Best of Finnish Cooking: Taimi Previdi 
 
Growing up the holidays were always special because my grandmother served 
"lanttulaatikko" or rutabaga casserole. Unfortunately, I never learned her recipe. The 
following two recipes are the ones I will prepare and compare at the Nordic Heritage 
Museum's Scandinavian Cooking Workshop on October 18th.  Would love to see some 
Finlandia members there to share and compare notes.  I would love to know the secret to 
cutting rutabagas without injuring yourself or your knife.  If your readers have other 
casserole recipes, I am interested.  "Grandma's recipe is out there somewhere." 
 
Many thanks, Noel 
 

 



 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 

 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 

 

Dues:  Regular $15/yr  Couple/Family $20/yr 
 Senior $10/yr  Senior couple $15/yr 
                    Lifetime $300 
       
  

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  _____________________________________  

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

** Dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **  $ ________ 

Commercial Display 
Advertisements 

 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact 
FFSC (see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp 
or .tif) can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS 
Publisher 2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter.  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or 
advertising manager— (see page 2 for details) 

 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
     
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 
 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For individuals, $5 minimum, 4 
lines of copy (~40 characters 
per line). $1 per line 
thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters per 
line )  $5 / line thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 2 
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Mini Film Festival Features In-Person Appearances by Top Finnish Actors 
Franzen and Björklund 

Saturday November 8—UW Husky Union Building Theater 
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Seattle’s 25th Annual 
Finnish Community Bazaar 

November 1, 2003 

Page 4 

Win a Trip to Finland 


