
 

 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

   FFSC Newsletter 
Volume XXXIV No V October / November 2006 

 FFSC@finns.org  

2006 

Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finland’s 

Independence Day Celebration 
 

Saturday December 2, 2006 
Swedish Cultural Center 

See Pages 16-17 

Cover photo of Seattle Space Needle by Esko Männistö  



 

 

Page  2  

October/November 2005 FFSC@finns.org FFSC Newsletter October / November 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

FLC = 
NHM = 
SCC = 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle 
Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St, Seattle  
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle   

 

Oct 1 10 am Installation of Pastor Timo Saarinen  FLC 

Oct 1  Sunday School Starts FLC 

Oct 1 11:45 am – 1 pm Northwest Pelimannit play at Pancake Breakfast SCC 

Oct 6–8 11 am - 7 pm Scandinavian Heritage Festival & Oktoberfest 
NW, Pavilion Hall 

Western Washington 
Fairgrounds, Puyallup 

Oct 13 7:30 pm 1st Art and Music from the Top of the World - 
Dani Strömback Jazz Trio from Finland with 
Finnish artist Peter Borotinskij 

NHM 

Oct 15 3:30 pm 2nd Art and Music from the Top of the World 
concert with Pastries 

NHM 

Oct 21 5 pm Annual Fall Auction, followed by Dinner & 
Musical Entertainment  

FLC 

Oct 25 7:30 pm Films from Finland, Eläville ja Kuolleille SCC 

Nov 3–5  Cultural Crossroads - booths and entertainment Crossroads Mall (NE 8th & 
156th Ave NE), Bellevue 

Nov 4 10 am - 3 pm 28th Annual FINNISH COMMUNITY BAZAAR NHM 

Nov 15  FFSC Newsletter deadline For December 2006 / 
January 2007 Issue 

Nov 16 7 pm Authors Kirby Olson (Temping) & Solveig Torvik 
(Nikolai’s Fortune) will read from & discuss 
their novels. Folk Voice Ensemble will play 
music before the event & during the social hour 

FLC 

Nov 18–19 Sat 10 am-6 pm 
Sun Noon-5 pm 

Yulefest NHM 

Nov 22 7:30 pm Films from Finland, Vares SCC 

Nov 23  Thanksgiving Day / Kiitospäivä  

Nov 26 1 - 5 pm Tacoma Finns Pikkujoulu potluck & party Trinity Lutheran Church, 
12115 South Park, Parkland 

Dec 2 6 pm Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla, Finland's Independence 
Day Celebration 

SCC 

Dec 16 2 pm Finnish Choral Society Christmas Concert with 
Dinner & Tiernapojat 

FLC 

Dec 25  Christmas Day / Joulupäivä  

Dec 27 7:30 pm Films from Finland, Audience Choice SCC 

 Note: Contact information for most of the events in our calendar is available elsewhere in this newsletter.  



 

 

Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter 
 
President, Gary London,  

Phone: 206-632-3357 
garyjlondon@comcast.net 

 
Vice President, Rita Vermala-Koski  

Phone: 206-363-0225 
Email: koskeni@aol.com 

 
Treasurer, Fran Whitehill  

Email: genna3@juno.com 
 
Secretary, Karoliina Kuisma  

Email: kuisma@u.washington.edu 
 
Membership Secretary, Esko Männistö  

Email: n7vmv@arrl.net  
 
Newsletter Editor, Paula Linnala Price 

Phone: 425-868-1822 
Fax: 561-892-8240 
Email: paula.price@finns.org 

 
Members-at-Large 

Marja Hall 

Satu Mikkola 

Mikko Männistö 

JoAnne Rudo 

Mia Spangenberg 

Sirkku Vasama 

Matt Wirkkala 

 
 
 

 
Please send all membership inquiries, payments or  
changes of address to  

FFSC, PO Box 75052 

Seattle, WA, 98175-0052. 

or e-mail FFSC@finns.org.  
 
The FFSC Newsletter is published 6 times per year by 
Finlandia Foundation, Seattle Chapter. Deadlines: the 15th 
day of every odd month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sep/Nov). 
Preferred method of submission is by email. Most formats 
and applications are supported. For regular mail, please 
make arrangements with the editor. For advertising rates, 
see inside back cover. 
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While language is probably 
the surest way to get inside a 
culture, there are other 
avenues. I was reminded of that 
this past summer as I visited 
Kiasma – the modern art 
museum in downtown Helsinki. 
The ARS exhibit there was 
international, but the most 
interesting feature for me was a 
video of the Helsingin 
Valituskuoro (The Helsinki 
Complaints Choir), fashioned 
after the earlier Birmingham 
Complaints Choir. The lyrics for 
both choirs came from the 
complaints of ordinary citizens. 
In both cases, the choirs were 
made up of all those willing to 
sing out their complaints 
publicly. In Finland, the music 
was composed by Esko 
Grundstöm, who also led the 
choir. (For those of you who are 
interested, an Internet version 
of the Helsinki Valituskuoro is 
available at 
www.ykon.org/kochta-
kalleinen/complaintschoir.html.
)  

But back to my point about 
the many ways to penetrate a 
culture, how about using its 
people’s complaints as a point 
of access? If my theory has any 
validity, what would the 
complaints of Finns tell us 
about who they are as a people? 
Here are some examples from 
the words sung by the Helsingin 
Valituskuoro: 

“No one at the swimming 
pool sauna asks permission to 
throw more water on the 
rocks.” 

“Toilet paper is made from 
old growth forests, but there is 
never paper on the roll.” 

“The neighbor always 
stares through the peep hole 
when guests come to call and 
arrives early for his sauna 
turn.” 

“The cell phone battery is 
always dead. Ring tones are all 
equally annoying.” 

“My friend likes her cell 
phone more than me.” 

“My pad is small, but it 
takes all my money.” 

“Nights are spent trying to 
avoid the television license 
inspector, because I don’t feel 
like paying for sports and 
reality TV.” 

“Employment services only 
want workers who know Java.” 

“We always lose to Sweden 
in ice hockey and Eurovision 
competition.” 

“The Helsingin Sanomat is 
too thick.” 

“The vacuum cleaner cord 
is too short and so are 
summers.” 

“Our forefathers could 
have chosen a sunnier country.” 

“The Finnish language is 
bloody difficult to learn.” (The 
only complaint registered in 
English.)  

Now, in fairness, this is not 
a complete list of complaints in 
the song, and some are fairly 
universal, e.g., “My husband 
snores and walks too slowly and 
only washes his athletic shirts,” 
or “Jobs are going to China.” 
Still, I think these expressions 
go some distance in helping the 
outside world understand what 
is important to Finns – forests, 
saunas, privacy, summers, ice 
hockey, and the Helsingin 
Sanomat – and what annoys 
them – limited space, snoopy 
neighbors, intrusive public 
officials, pushy people, and, of 
course, Sweden. (Complainants 
are more ambivalent about cell 
phones and television.) 

Inspired by the Helsingin 
Valituskuoro video at Kiasma, 
the too-thick-for-some 
Helsingin Sanomat asked its 
readers what most irritated 
them about their city. The 
paper reported that many more 
readers responded to this 
question than is usually the 
case. In all, 451 residents 
identified 194 different sources 
of annoyance in the capital city. 
They are, in descending order, 
littering and filthiness; drunks, 
druggies and other disturbers of 

the peace; private cars and 
drivers; the condescending 
attitude and brashness of 
people in Helsinki; urination 
and the smell of urine; noise; 
cyclists in pedestrian corridors; 
bad behavior in public 
transportation; poorly-
operating public transit; 
people’s unfriendliness and 
indifference; seagulls, geese 
and other “terrorist” birds; the 
high prices at cafes and 
restaurants; the ugliness of the 
city; the lack of and poor 
maintenance and planning of 
bicycle paths; the shrinking of 
green space; hawking and 
spitting; rude customer service; 
country people; the dearth of 
public toilets, and natterers 
who complain about everything.  

Ultimately, in attempting 
to access what complaints tell 
about Finnish culture, one thing 
is clear: Finns believe in the 
right to speak their minds about 
things that matter to them, and 
they are not afraid to do so. In 
a world where expressing one’s 
opinion – especially a negative 
opinion -- can get one into a 
great deal of difficulty, it is a 
healthy sign to have citizens 
complaining in choir and in the 
pages of a major daily 
newspaper. Besides, to put all 
the griping in perspective, the 
Helsingin Sanomat concludes its 
report on complaining with the 
observation that “Helsinki also 
garnered much praise. For many 
readers, what especially 
irritated them are city-dwellers 
who complain about 
everything.” Those of us who 
love Helsinki and are forgiving 
of its deficiencies are likely to 
agree. We simply look forward 
to the next opportunity to be 
there, even if we must be on 
the lookout for inebriates and 
“terrorist” birds.  

~ Gary London 
FFSC President 

 

 

President’s Message 
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In Memoriam 
Harold Lindwall, Signe Jackson Manarolla  

 
 

Condolences to 
Pauline Lindwall, in the loss of her husband Harold 

Victor Manarolla, in the loss of his wife Signe  
 

 

The annual meeting of 
FinnFest USA, which convened at 
the Cannery Pier Hotel in 
Astoria, Oregon on July 26, 
included a report by the 
planning committee of FinnFest 
USA '07 from Ashtabula, Ohio. 
The festival is scheduled from 
July 26 to 28 on the Ashtabula 
campus of Kent State University. 

Ashtabula was the 
destination for many immigrant 

Finns, with its employment on 
the Lake Erie loading docks and 
boats for iron ore and other 
industrial components. Nearby 
Fairport Harbor and Conneaut, 
as well as Erie, Pennsylvania 
attracted Finns as well. Look for 
details on registration and 
programs later. 

The annual meeting also 
included an election of 
directors, with incumbents 
President Marianne Wargelin, 
Paul Mäkelä, Peter Mäkilä being 
joined by Ryan Braski, Craig 
Johnson, Helena Niskanen and 
Eeva Savolainen. Our Washington 
State director Susan Holway's 
term continues on the board. 
Future festival applications were 
accepted from Duluth, Minnesota 

for 2008 and Sault Saint Marie, 
Ontario for 2010. 

The directors were delighted 
to receive a check for over 
$13,000, presented by Pauline 
Kiltinen, chairman of the very 
successful FinnGrandFest '05 
committee at Marquette, 
Michigan.  

~ Leo Utter 

Ashtabula, Ohio To Host FinnFest USA '07 
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The Arts 
Avant-garde visual artist Phil Fagerholm 

weighs in on the debate between “Science” and 
“Religion” and “Religion and the Separation of 
Church and State” with an exhibit at the Art/Not 
Terminal Gallery until October 5. 

The exhibit, entitled “Creationism is Not an 
Ism: The Art of Intelligent Design,” is Finnish-
American Fagerholm’s fifth featured show at this 
venue over the past thirteen years of his 
affiliation with the gallery. 

Over the past two years Fagerholm had a 
joint show with Pirjo Berg at the Karpeles 
Manuscript Museum in Tacoma, and has twice 
shown in the May Open Show at the Sidney 
Gallery in Port Orchard, in the Nordic Heritage 
Museum’s “Nordic Artists Northwest” exhibit, and 

in both Finlandia Foundation Music and Arts 
Festivals in Poulsbo. In Finland, his work can be 
seen at the Åland Island’s Emigrant Institute in 
Mariehamn. 

The Art/Not Terminal Gallery is located at 
2045 Westlake Avenue. The space is open Monday 
through Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
and Sundays from noon to 5:00 p.m.  For further 
information, call 206‑233‑0680 or email 
www.antgallery.org.  

    ~ By Gary London 

October / November 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

Finnish-American Artist’s Exhibit Continues in Seattle 

Grief Turns to Hope in Next “Films from Finland” Program  
For parents, the most 

frightful prospect is the death of 
a child. That fear becomes a 
reality in Eläville ja kuolleille 
(For the Living and the Dead), 
featured on October 25 as the 
next in the series of “Films from 
Finland,” sponsored by Finlandia 
Foundation Seattle Chapter. 

The idea for this film came 
to writer-director Kari Paljakka 
as he listened to a television 
interview with a Finnish couple 
whose young son had died in 
1986 in a tragic accident at 
home. Deeply affected by what 
Göstä and Marita Karf said, 
Paljakka contacted them, later 
visiting them at their home in 
Pietarsaari, and sought their 
cooperation in making a film 
based on their experience. Their 
assistance eventually extended 
to involvement in writing the 
script. Because the finished 
product is based so closely on a 
real-life experience, it has been 
lauded for an almost 
documentary quality. 

Paljakka, who won the 
coveted Sutherland Trophy at 
the London Film Festival in 2005 
for this film, has said that he 
may have been drawn to its 

subject matter by the fact that 
two of his own brothers had died 
in separate accidents in their 
youth. His sensitive approach to 
family tragedy has resonated 
with audiences all over the 
world, as Eläville has played in 
numerous international film 
festivals, including the Berlin 
Film Festival, where it had its 
debut. 

One of the great strengths of 
the film is its ensemble cast, 
consisting of Hannu-Pekka 
Björkman, who won a Jussi for 
his heartbreaking portrayal of a 
father numb with grief; Katja 
Kukkola, Jussi-nominated for her 
role as the tortured mother who 
turns to prescription drugs for 
relief; and Johannes Paljakka, 
the surviving son, forced to draw 
on his own undeveloped 
emotional resources while his 
parents heal.  

As it turned out, this story of 
one family facing loss proved to 
have social and political 
consequences beyond most 
films. It was the impetus for the 
establishment of a crisis therapy 
system for all of Finland. Thus, 
this film, which ends on a note 
of hope, has inadvertently 

created a more hopeful future 
for families like the Karfs.  

See Page 7 for detail on the 
Films from Finland Series. 

 ~ By Gary London 
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September 27 Pelikaanimies (The Pelican Man), 2004, 84 minutes. 
 
October 25 Eläville ja Kuolleille (For the Living and the Dead), 2005. 
Based closely on a true story, this film explores the aftermath of a death of a son on the survivors – 
father, mother, and brother. Hannu-Pekka Björklund won a Jussi for his realistic portrayal of the 
grief-stricken father. Tender, touching, and brutally honest. For adults and mature teens.  Has a 
Finnish rating of K-11 (children under the age of 11 not admitted).  
 
November 22 Vares, 2004, 95 minutes. 
From a popular series of novels about private detective Jussi Vares, this film has a convoluted plot, 
a hard-drinking anti-hero, a beautiful blond femme fatale, and a superior supporting cast of 
baddies and thugs. Think you’ve seen all this before? Think again. Adults and mature teens.   
 
December 27 Audience Choice. Send your film suggestions to FFSC@finns.org by November 1.   
 
All films are shown at the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter North, at 7:30 p.m.  
A $5.00 donation is requested at the door to cover the costs of Films from Finland. Refreshments 
are available, and there is ample free parking near the Swedish Cultural Center.  

On October 13 and 15, the Nordic Heritage 
Museum will play host to the Dani Strömbäck Jazz 
Trio in collaboration with visual artist Peter 
Borotinskij. 

This unique Finnish combination will be 
featured on Friday, October 13, at 7:30 p.m. in a 
concert with a folk music influence. The October 
15 concert begins 4:00 p.m. and will lean in the 
direction of smooth jazz and film music.  

Strömbäck was born in Finland, where he 
studied at the Kuula Institute of Music in Vaasa 
and later at the Sibelius Academy. He moved to 
California as a 20-year-old and worked as a studio 
musician and as a keyboard player for the 
Heritage Singers, traveling extensively in the 
United States, Canada, and the Pacific. After a 
move to New York, he was employed as a concert 
technician for Steinway, studied composition and 
film scoring, and continued to play. Following a 
brief move back to California, he returned to 
Finland where he lives with his wife and two 
children. There he continues to work as a 
keyboard player, composer, and piano technician. 
He performs as a solo player, as an accompanist, 
as well as with his jazz trio. As a solo artist, he 

has released two CDs – “Of Water and Sand” in 
1995 and “Travelogue” in 1998-- and has played in
-person and on CDs with a large number of 
Finnish, American and international performers. 

Borotinskij is a widely-exhibited artist in 
Scandinavian, Europe and the United States. Born 
in Vaasa in 1948, he has lived and worked in 
Sweden since 1976. Largely self-taught, 
Borotinskij has won the prestigious Urho Kekkonen 
Prize and extensive critical praise. His art is said 
to reflect a distinctive Nordic spirit, with touches 
of surrealism. 

Tickets for each of the concerts are $10.00 for 
Museum members and $12.00 for non-members. 
Refreshments will be available for purchase. 

For further information, call the Museum at 
206-789-5707 extension 25.  

       Films from Finland 

Finnish Jazz Trio and Visual Artist at Nordic Heritage Museum  
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Seattle’s 28th Annual 

Finnish 
Community 

Bazaar 
November 4, 2006 

10:00 AM — 3:00 PM 

 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

3014 NW 67th Street in Ballard 

Organized by the Finnish American Heritage 
Committee, the Finnish Community Bazaar will 
fill the Nordic Heritage Museum auditorium on 
November 4, with sales tables and opportunities 
to meet and greet your friends, win raffle prizes, 
and enjoy goodies and luncheon snacks, while 
helping to support your proud Finnish heritage. 

Besides your Finlandia Foundation Seattle 
Chapter tables, expect to find offerings from the 
Finlandia Arts and Music Festival committee, the 
Finnish American Chamber of Commerce, the 
Finnish American Heritage Committee, the 
Finnish Lutheran Church, the University of 

Washington's Finnish Studies Program, the Katrilli 
Folkdancers, the Seattle Finnish Choral Society, 
the Nordic Heritage Museum's Suomi-Finland 
Room Committee, Suomi Koulu, the Swedish Finn 
Historical Society, the Tanhuajat Folkdancers, 
and the United Finnish Kaleva Brothers and Sisters 
Lodge 11. 

The bazaar opens at 10 a.m. and closes at 3 
p.m. The parking lot is accessible from NW 68th 
Street. Metro bus 17 serves nearby 32nd Avenue 
NW.  

28th Annual Finnish Community Beckons on Saturday November  4  
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Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117 
 

Sunday School — Sunday School Classes start on October 1, 2006 
Please bring your children to Sunday School !!! 

 
For more information contact Rita Koski, 206-363-0225 



 

 

Page  10  

October / November 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

HANCOCK, MI  A group of three 
Finnish-American judges have 
recently returned from a cultural 
exchange trip to Helsinki, 
Finland, organized by the Finnish
-American Judges and Lawyers 
Association. 

Hon. Phillip Kukkonen, 97th 
District Court Chief Judge and 
Finlandia University criminal 
justice instructor, Hon. John 
Pessala, family court judge for 
the state of New York, and Hon. 
Miriam (Mattinen) Shearing, 
Senior Nevada Supreme Court 
Judge, participated in the May 7 
to May 10, 2006, cultural 
exchange. 

The Finnish-American Judges 
and Lawyers Association is an 
informal group of American 
lawyers and judges with Finnish 
ancestry. The Association 
currently has about 
50 members 
nationwide and in 
Finland. The sole 
purpose of the 
organization is to 
provide 
opportunities for 
cross cultural 
exchange and 
networking among 
Finnish-American 
and Finnish lawyers 
and judges, said 
Pessala, one of the 
groups founders. 

The judges were welcomed 
at the highest level of the 
Finnish legal community. 
Activities included a tour of the 
Finland Supreme Court Building 
and lunch with the justices of 
the Court; a visit to and 
conversations with the Finland 
Ministry of Justice, the 
Chancellor of Justice and the 
City of Helsinki Mayors office; a 
river boat harbor tour sponsored 
by two Helsinki law firms, and a 
reception in their honor at the 
U.S. Embassy in Helsinki hosted 
by Deputy Chief of Mission Amy 
Hyatt. 

Both sets of courts, Finnish 
and American, experience 
similar issues and during our 
informal gatherings we had many 
great discussions regarding 
them, said Kukkonen. This type 

of dialog is not generally 
available in a more formal 
setting. 

I thought the visit was 
beneficial to both groups in that 
it gave us an opportunity to 
understand the Finnish legal 
system and they ours, Kukkonen 
continued. Most Finnish 
impressions of American justice 
come from television shows and 
news stories which are not a true 
representation of our legal 
system. They were quite 
surprised to hear that these 
renditions are often based on 
incomplete information and on 
exceptions rather than the rule, 
and that our legal system really 
operates quite well. 

The judges also toured the 
University of Helsinki School of 
Law and presented a series of 

three lectures to 
about 100 students 
in an introductory 
course on United 
States law. Lecture 
topics included 
U.S. court and 
criminal 
procedures 
presented by 
Kukkonen and 
judicial ethics 
presented by 
Pessala. Shearing, 
the first woman 
Chief Justice of 

the Nevada Supreme Court, 
spoke 
about 
her 

distinguished public service 
career. 

The students very much 
appreciated the judges coming 
to visit and sharing their views 
on the U.S. legal system, said 
Dr. Sari Laitinen, professor of 
the class and a major organizer 
of the judges visit to Helsinki. 
Laitinen, who works as U.S. legal 
counsel in Helsinki, is a dual 

U.S./Finland citizen. She 
completed her undergraduate 
and law degrees in the United 
States. 

The lectures were an 
excellent way for Finnish law 
students to learn about the 
American legal system directly 
from U.S. lawyers, said Pessala. 
It was also an opportunity for 
Finnish-Americans to give 
something back to their country 
of origin, he added. 

The Finnish-American Judges 
and Lawyers Association is 
working to host similar cultural 
exchange trips annually. A spring 
2007 trip to include six Finnish-
American attorneys is already 
being planned. The Association 
has recently received a grant 
from the Finlandia Foundation to 
help maximize participation and 
eliminate the financial impact 
on participants. 

 
Karen Johnson 
Director of Public Relations 
Finlandia University 
Ph: 906-487-7348 
Fax: 906-487-7366 
E-mail: karen.johnson@finlandia.edu 
www.finlandia.edu  

Finnish and American Judges Share Cultures 
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The Nordic Heritage Museum will host its 
popular Annual Yulefest on November 18 & 19. 
The Holiday event will be celebrated in style with 
colorful vendor booths, entertainers and 
traditional Scandinavian food. The ever-popular 
craft room for the children is returning, as are 
many musical performers, all to inspire holiday 
cheer!  

Scandinavian food and drink will be 
served in several areas on the first floor. 
The third floor Jultomte (Santa) is 
returning to entertain young and old. 

Many vendors return year after year 
and along with a few new ones they will 
set up their booths and sell anything and 
everything Christmas, from great gifts to 
beautiful, traditional Scandinavian 
decorations for your house and office. 
The Museum Gift Shop is the place where 
you can find that special item for that 
special person that is so hard to shop for! 

With or without a Scandinavian heritage, the 
festivities will tempt all your senses and the 
scents will evoke feelings and flavors from times 
gone by! All that and some history, all thrown into 
one three-story building for your enjoyment. 

We hope to see you here on Saturday 
November 18, 10 am - 6 pm and on Sunday, 
November 19, 12 pm - 5 pm. Admission is $2 for 

adults, $1 for children 12 and under. 
Children under 5 are free. Limited 
parking is available for $1 in the 
Museum parking lot. (with reservation for 
changes) 

29th Annual Yulefest 
Saturday & Sunday November 18 & 19 at the Nordic Heritage Museum  

Where did summer go? My fans are still 
waiting to be used and instead, I turned the heat 
on. My geraniums are still blooming but the leaves 
are beginning to cover them. Yes, fall is here! 
Katrilli began their new season with a garden 
party at Gerrit Missler's home. Gerrit's lovely yard 
is huge and accommodated tents for food, 
coverings for beverages, tables for eating and a 
huge deck (which he built himself) for dancing. N. 
W. Pelimannit provided music for the happy 
dancers and guests. His neighborhood became 
Finnish for the day as there were Finnish flags 
posted by several houses. Of course, Gerrit had a 
large size Finnish flag flying from his flag pole. 
The only bad side to this delightful gathering was 
the discovery by several of us that our National 
costumes, which we haven't worn for many 
months, were way too tight. The invention of 
safety pins were definitely appreciated as we 
attempted to adjust our costumes to our 
expanding horizons. It is certainly time for more 
dancing and exercise!  

Katrilli's proposed fall schedule: 

• October 7 Scandinavian Days/Oktoberfest 
Puyallup Fair Grounds 

• November 4 Finnish Bazaar--Katrilli's Finnish 
pancakes and other treats 

• November 5 Crossroads Cultural Festival 

• November 18 Yulefest with our popular St. Lucia 
processional and children's dances 

• November 18 Redmond Dance Festival 

• November 25 Winterfest/ Lucia Seattle Center 

• December 27/28 Seattle Children's Museum, 
Lucia 

As always, Katrilli welcomes anyone who is 
interested in learning Finnish folk traditions and 
culture through folkdancing. We are a friendly, 
lively group and we guarantee lots of exercise and 
laughter (not a bad combination!) We meet on 
Sunday, from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Don't have a 
costume, don't worry, we can help. Don't have a 
dance partner, don't worry, we share. Don't know 
how to dance? Don't worry, we have a beginner's 
class. Don't know how to contact Katrilli. Don't 
worry, here are the numbers: JoAnne (206) 329-
1443, Marja (425) 378-7689.  

~ JoAnne Rudo 

Katrilli News 
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Arvoisa Juhlayleisö! Honored dignitaries! 
Ladies and Gentlemen! 

I feel truly honored to have this moment to 
share my thoughts on the changing Finnish 
Americana with you. But first, a brief note about 
the early days of Finnishness in this region.  

When I left for a 2-year engineering 
assignment in Seattle in 1967, my colleagues in 
Finland gave me a 600-page book on North 
America, printed 1886 in Stockholm. Twelve 
pages were devoted to the Northwest, of which 
10 to Minnesota, and 2 for the “Rest of 
Northwest”. The Puget Sound was described with 
the comment that “On this strait shall once upon 
completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad arise 
a mighty competitor to San Francisco”. Well, the 
railroad reached Seattle in 1883. 

The inlet to the mighty Columbia River was 
known much earlier. 200 years ago Lewis and 
Clark spent a winter near Astoria. The city grew 
as an ocean/river port city. Still, in 1850 the 
“white” population in Oregon was only about 
12,000 and in Washington Territory not worth 
counting. In the 1870 Census, Oregon already had 
a population of 90,000, Washington 25,000. 

The history of the Finnish settlers and their 
descendants is very well documented by local 
interviewers and authors. Thirty monographs by 
the Finnish-American Historical Society of the 
West (founded 1962 in Portland) are good 
examples. The first permanent settlers came to 
Astoria about 1870 by ship from San Francisco. 
Some were mariners, who had sailed the world’s 
oceans before choosing to settle here, to fish or 
work in the canneries (with their Chinese 
neighbors). They kept an eye open for a piece of 
land which they might call home. The word 
about the pioneering opportunities in the Lower 
Columbia River basin spread quickly to relatives 
in Finland and those already in Minnesota and 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

Many soon found their way to the north side 
of the Columbia. Notable among the earliest 
Finns in upper Deep River was Jacob Riippa of 
Kälviä, arriving in 1872. In 1879 Patrick 
O’Connor, the Irishman, guided Jaakko Pakanen 
to Naselle. His became the first family there, 
quickly writing families and friends in Finland. 
Thus the Finns found the Hidden Valley. They 
were among the very first settlers and found 
virgin land, where they carved out a way of living 
known to them: farming, fishing, and forestry. 
Quoting: “They settled the place because in its 
harshness they saw the unrelenting beauty of 
their native Finland; Unyielding as the place 
itself, the people accepted its gift and its pains 

until they made it their home” (Susan Pakenen-
Holway: Remember where you started from). 

Returning to Seattle ten years later in 1980, 
Benita and I quickly became involved in many 
aspects of Finnish Americana, and more so after 
my appointment as Honorary Consul of Finland in 
Washington State. A highlight was attending our 
first Finnish American Folk Festival in Naselle in 
1984 (the second such festival). It was a grand 
and impressive event, and “love at first sight” 
for us. Everyone so friendly and welcoming, 
starting with Astoria’s Honorary Consul of 
Finland, Denny Thomson and his wife Frankie, 
the then festival leaders Anna Ehrlund and Susan 
Pakenen-Holway, Kantele-players Wilho Saari and 
sister May, the Warra girls from Siskojen Kauppa, 
and many, many more. We sensed that the 
feeling was mutual, and have since attended 
every Naselle festival. The themes have been 
truly inspiring, a favorite “Little Village – Big 
Heart / Pikku kylä – Iso sydän” (1992). 

For the Opening Ceremony of our Seattle 
FinnFestUSA in 1989, we invited Anna Ehrlund to 
serve as MC. In her elegant second generation 
Finnish-American pronunciation, she welcomed 
the large audience at the UW Red Square with 
the words: “Sata vuotta sitten oli täällä meidän 
esiisät jo kovassa työssä. Itärannikolle he olivat 
tulleet jo satoja vuosia sitten. Juuremme 
menevät hyvin syvälle USA:n viljavaan maahan. 
Toivomme että itse kukin teistä löytää täältä 
jotain teille henkilökohtaisesti mielenkiintoista 
ja muistiinjäävä. Nauttikaa täällä olostanne!” 

Now seventeen years later, it is equally 
prudent to remember the hard work of our 
immigrant ancestors. On behalf of the organizers 
of this festival, it is my turn to say Enjoy your 
stay here, trusting that each one of you will find 
something of special interest to you! Remember 
that you are walking on truly Finnish-American 
stomping grounds: 

While crossing the Mengler Bridge, imagine 
hundreds of Finnish hands gillnetting on the 
Columbia River, or seriously injured Finnish 
loggers being transported across the stormy river 
in small open boats to reach the Astoria hospital. 

In the deep forest, hearing the big trees 
falling by skilled Finnish loggers, or the laughter 
of ‘Our Own May Amelia” and her friends along a 
playful river; or feeling the serenity of an old 
Finnish-American cemetery (I keep visiting the 
cemetery up hill from the Deep River Pioneer 
Church). 

These images must give you a feeling of being 

(Continued on page 13) 

FinnFest USA '06 Opening Remarks 

Remarks by Norman Westerberg at FinnFest USA2006 Opening Ceremony in Astoria 
(July 26, 2006) 
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American Plus, a concept introduced by Susanne 
Österlund-Pötzch in her 2003 doctoral thesis 
Ethnic Identity of Swedish Finn descendants in 
North America. Her findings apply just as well to 
Finnish speakers. I visualize immigrant 
communities having gone through periods of being 
“Finns in America”, Finnish-Americans”, 
Americans (when Hyphen-American was a no-no 
expression), again Finnish-Americans (when in the 
1970’s claiming an ancestral identity became 
popular – Haley’s Roots?), and finally accepting 
being an American, but now one with a big Plus – 
the Finnish ancestral heritage.  

Some characteristics of American Plus are: 

An ethnic identification among people secure 
in their American identity 

American is the foundation for ethnic identity, 
ancestral identity added as a plus  

A feeling or a knowledge present when needed 
or wished for 

An ethnicity with positive connotations; may 
strengthen a feeling of being unique  

Generates a sense of pride and joy, and for 
many simply a way of being American 

Receiving Christmas presents on both 
December 24 and 25 ( Kids!) 

The question “What is your ancestry or ethnic 
origin?” was first asked in the 1980 US Census 
(coinciding with the Roots movement?). It has 
provided much new and interesting information 
about us habitants of Finnish Americana. There 
should be a close relation between those that feel 
American Plus and those that claim Finnish 
ancestry in the census. In the 1990 Census 
660,000 claimed Finnish ancestry. Ten years later 
the number dropped by about 5%. The 
Scandinavians also decreased by 5%. These were 
mild drops compared with the “old” immigrant 
groups (English, Irish, Scottish, German, French 
and Dutch), which averaged a decrease of 25%. 
Further, in 1990, 12 million persons had simply 
claimed American as their ancestry, and another 
26 million had not specified any ancestry. By the 
year 2000 these numbers combined had doubled 
from 38 million to 76 million. Clearly the “melting 
pot” is getting stirred up. One may wonder how 
much longer the ancestry question will be asked. 

The Finnish Stock peaked in 1930 at 330,000 
(half Finland born, half second generation). In 
year 2000 it was down to 100,000 (of which 
20,000 born in Finland). Of the 620,000 claiming 
Finnish ancestry, about half a million were thus 
third and older generations. By 2025 we will have 
to add the 3rd generation to the Finnish Stock to 
reach the 100,000 number. 

Well, these are just numbers. Finnish 
Americana will adjust to new situations. Recent 
activities among the various Finnish-American 
communities and organizations have shown 
innovative ideas and willingness to cooperate, 
both on the local and national scenes. Time for 
only one example: “Working Together to Build a 
Stronger Finnish America” event in Seattle in May 
organized by the Finlandia Foundation National.  

There is also a considerable interest in 
widening the two-way exchange of information 
and services between Finland and its expatriates. 
Examples on the Finnish side are Suomi-Seura, the 
Finnish Expatriate Parliament, and many Finnish 
government agencies. The Migration Institute in 
Turku is nearing completion of its comprehensive 
survey based study of today’s Finnish-Americans, 
and we can look forward to exciting new inside 
information. I also believe that in the future the 
world’s image of Finland and its people will have 
an increasingly important impact on the size of 
the PLUS in our American identity.  

FinnFest USA itself is a big positive factor. It 
shows what motivated volunteers can achieve. 
Again this year, hundreds of you here have spent 
weeks, months and even years working hard to 
present this feast for us. We can not thank you 
enough. We know you must feel tired, and some 
of you will go to bed Sunday screaming “never 
again”. Those in the audience that have gone 
through this process, can assure you that one day 
soon you will be glad you did it, and find that it 
has strengthened both you and your community. 

Let us now share our American Plus feeling 
with all our friends. And, God Bless Us!  

(Continued from page 12) 

Astoria / Naselle FinnFest Opening Remarks 



 

 

Page  14  

October / November 2006 FFSC Newsletter 

Thursday, November 16, 2006, 7:00 pm, 
Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave. NW, 
Seattle, WA, Kirby Olson author of Temping and 
Solveig Torvik author of Nikolai’s Fortune will 
read from and discuss their novels. Folk Voice 
Ensemble will play music before the event and 
during the social hour. Complimentary dessert, 
coffee and tea will be served. 

Kirby Olson, after 
receiving his degree 
from the University of 
Washington, began 
teaching at the 
University of Tampere 
in Finland where he 
met his wife, Riikka 
Lahdensuo. His novel, 
Temping, is about a 
not so young man who 
is a temporary 
secretary and gets a 
job teaching the 
theory of humor in 
Finland, where he also 
manages a circus. The 
book opens in Seattle 

and takes place in Hong Kong, France and, of 
course, Finland. The book encompasses a love 
story, competition between the hero and other 
academics, religious ecstasy and several 
attempted murders. Temping is madcap take on 
the seriousness of life with a happy ending! 

What the critics have said about Temping: 

“Kirby Olson has answered that fundamental age-
old question: what’s inside Finland? The answer 
is: love and the circus. Before you say, why 
Finland? read this tale and delight in its midgets, 
send-ups of academia, real-life angst, and a 
myriad of quips a la Queneau. All in all, a romp, 
deftly executed.” -Andrei Codrescu, NPR 
commentator and Author 

…”this book is laugh-out-loud funny, emotionally 
gritty, and psychologically raw. A deliciously 
ripping story that will appeal to anyone who ever 
contemplated murdering their shrink.” -Mark 
Haskell Smith, Hollywood Screenwriter and author 

Kirby Olson’s book, Temping, was given four 
and a half stars (out of five) by the California 
Literary Review. Mr. Olson’s book is published by 
Black Heron Press and will be available for sale at 
the reading, 

Also featured this evening will be Solveig 
Torvik’s debut novel, Nikolai’s Fortune 
(University of Washington Press) that tells the 
story of three generations of Finnish women who 
survive a 500-mile journey to Lapland, child 
slavery, the Nazi occupation of Norway, and 
eventual emigration of Idaho. 

Nikolai’s Fortune is a heartbreaking epic, 
chronicling family secrets and sufferings against 
the backdrop of Scandinavian history and culture. 
Through detailed historical research into census, 
church and weather records, as well as academic 
and museum sources, Torvik recaptures a 
dramatic story nearly lost to memory and inherits 
a sense of her family history, ethnic background, 
and the generations of remarkable women who 
came before her. 

What the critics have said about Nikolai’s 
Fortune: 

“A brooding, often beautiful tale of life in the Far 
North and the immigrant experience,“ ‑Kirkus 
Reviews 

“The saga of countless 
families who survived 
starvation, ostracism 
and war to reach 
America.” -The Seattle 
Times 

“Nikolai’s Fortune is a 
remarkable 
intergenerational 
testament to ‘sisu,’ the 
Finnish quality of being 
able to bear the 
unbearable and 
preserve. It is a hard 
book to put down.” -
The Olympia 

Solveig Torvik, who worked for the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer for thirty years as a reporter, 
editor and columnist, also was a reporter for 
United Press International, San Francisco 
Chronicle, and an editor at the San Jose Mercury 
News. She now lives in the Methow Valley in 
Washington State. Ms. Torvik will also have her 
book for sale. 

 
The joint book reading and social is 

sponsored by the Finlandia Foundation, Seattle 
Chapter and is open to the general public. Please 
invite your friends for this special opportunity to 
meet and hear these two talented authors. And, 
there will be homemade pulla and other treats to 
tempt you away from your diet! There is no 
charge for the event and there will be drawings 
for signed editions of the author’s books. For 
more information, please contact JoAnne Rudo, 
(206) 329-1443 or Gary London, (206) 632-3357.  

The Authors Are Coming !!! The Authors Are Coming !!! 
Thursday, November 16, 2006, 7:00 PM  
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The UW Finnish program is proud to host an 
intern from Finland for the fourth time since 
1997. This year’s intern is Lotta Lähde. She is 
visiting us from the University of Vaasa. She’ll 
be assisting in teaching the first--year Finnish 
language course. She will also be participating 
in  events in the Finnish community in Seattle 
during fall quarter. The internship is funded by 
CIMO, an exchange organization of the Finnish 
Ministry of Education The internship program is 
part of the lectureship agreement between 
CIMO and the University of Washington.  
 
Lotta is writing her masters’ thesis at the 
University of Vaasa; she will graduate with an 
M.A. in Finnish language next spring.   The focus 
of her M.A. research is teaching Finnish as a 
foreign language.  
 
Lotta is an outdoors person, and is looking 
forward to enjoying Washington state’s parks, 
mountains and ski slopes.” The green streets of 
Seattle have already convinced me that the city 
merits its reputation as the Emerald City”, 
Lotta says after her first full week in Seattle. “I hope I can be an active participant in the Finnish 
community in Seattle and get to know many of you during my stay.”  
 
Welcome Lotta! 
 
Kuvateksti: I believe this quarter in the UW will give me great help with my studies and professional 
skills, says Lotta Lähde, the new UW Finnish intern.  

NEWS from the UW Finnish Program: 
New intern visiting during fall quarter  

I believe this quarter in the UW will give me great help 
with my studies and professional skills, says Lotta Lähde, 
the new UW Finnish intern.  
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2006 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Celebrating 89 years of  Finnish Independence 

1917 – 2006 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 2, 2006 
Swedish Cultural Center 

1920 Dexter Ave N 
Seattle, Washington 

 

 Social Hour 6:00 PM 
 Dinner 7:00 PM 
 Dance 9:15 PM 

 

 
Join us to commemorate Finland’s 89th day of  national independence.  

This year’s event is being presented by the FFSC at the Swedish Cultural 

Center.  

 

The evening will start with a social hour followed by dinner, then a program 

including a highly regarded guest speaker and spectacular musical program. 

Awards will be presented and door prizes given.  

The event will be topped off  with a live band playing for your  

dancing enjoyment. 

` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` `  

Reserve early and qualify for the 

Early Bird Discount through November 4, 2006. 

Send in your paid reservations by November 4 and pay only $35.  

After November 4 the standard $40 rate applies.  

All reservations must be received by November 24. 
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2006 Itsenäisyyspäiväjuhla 
Finnish Independence Day Celebration 

1917 – 2006 
Dinner & Dance 

 

Saturday December 2, 2006 
Swedish Cultural Center 

1920 Dexter Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 

 

For additional information e-mail FFSC@finns.org or call 
Rita Koski at 206-363-0225 or email at koskeni@aol.com 

 

Early Bird Discount Applies through November 4 (The day of the Finnish 
Community Bazaar. Postmarks qualify.) 
 
Through Nov 4 $35 per person (by Nov 4, includes Nov 4 postmark) 
After Nov 4 $40 per person (by Nov 24) 
 
Please send your check (made out to FFSC) with this form (or facsimile) 
 
IDDD Committee 
Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter Total # in Party ____________________ 
PO Box 75052  
Seattle WA  98175  
 
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________  

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________________  

Phone (_______)  ________________________  E-mail _______________________________  

If possible, prefer to be seated with (names)  __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

❑ I would like __________ regular dinners (pork loin roast).  

❑ I would like __________ vegetarian dinners.  

❑ Hearing impaired. I would prefer a seat closer to the front for better hearing. 

❑ I would like to volunteer for event preparations. Please contact me. 

Comments: ________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  
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MIA SPANGENBERG 

Mia is a PhD student in the Department of 
Scandinavian Studies at the University of 
Washington, Seattle, and she focuses on 
gender representations in contemporary 
Finnish popular culture. Most recently she 
completed her MA in the department and 
wrote about Kari Hotakainens popular and 
award-winning 2002 novel Juoksuhaudantie 
(Trench Road). She also teaches first-year 
Finnish at the university and at Bellevue 
Community College. She loves the outdoors 
and supporting great causes and in June 
climbed Mt. Hood in the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Centers annual Climb to 
Fight Breast Cancer. 

 

 MIKKO.MÄNNISTÖ 

I was born in Oulu, Finland 
and grew up mostly in Helsinki, 
although we lived a few years in 
Sweden and Seattle during my 
childhood. After graduating from 
high school and completing my 
military service in the Finnish 
army I moved to the Seattle area 
to attend college and here I still 
am. I'm married to a Pacific 
Northwest native and we have 
three children. In the past I've 
served on the Seattle Finnish 
Lutheran Church council for 8 
years, most of that time as either 
treasurer or financial secretary. 
I’ve also been on the Suomi Koulu 
board for six years, serving as 
vice president and president and 
I've taught Finnish at the FFSC 

language classes. Two or three 
years ago I became much less 
involved in the Seattle area 
Finnish community, mainly due to 
lack of time because of work and 
a growing family, but now I feel 
like I want to be more involved in 
the community again. I look very 
much forward to serving on the 
FFSC board.  

New FFSC Board Members 

Last fall Tanhuajat lent a Keuruu costume out 
that has not found it's way back home. It is a 
Keuruu costume with faded rose color vest, dark 
blue wide stripes with narrow multicolor stipes in 
between, white apron with read stripes woven 
into it, a pocket, hair ribbons and white blouse 
with ruffled collar and sleaves plus a small silver 
pin. 

If anyone knows anything about this costume 
please return to very thankfull Tanhuajat. We 
cannot afford to replace it. You can leave a 
message at 206-619-3219  

A Finnish Costume Gone Astray 
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When the Tanhuajat realized that Sirkku 
Vasama was reaching one of those birthdays 
"ending in 0" at the end of August, they decided to 
celebrate fully with the beginning of their 
practices in September. One celebration occurred 
with barbequing in Nancy Tsu's backyard, 
accompanied by melodious sounds from the 
accordion of Birgit Ages and the mandolin of Phil 
Ages. 

The Tanhuajat first fall practice on September 
13 was again mostly a celebration. 

Several Katrilli Folkdancers joined the party. 
Both celebrations included singing to original 
words for traditional tunes, all composed by our 
talented lyricist LuAnn Williams. Sirkku very 
humbly, as is her Finnish nature, accepted a 
donation for her funding to purchase a kantele, 
another of her passions. 

Tanhuajat Celebrate Director Vasama 

Christmas Greetings! / New Year Greetings! 

Your holiday greeting will be printed in the December 2006 FFSC Newsletter ($3.00) 

Joulutervehdys! / Uuden Vuoden Tervehdys! 
 
NAMES  __________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/LOCATION  ____________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

The cost is $3.00 for your holiday greeting. Makes a great family gift. 
Please submit by November 15th to: 

FFSC — PO Box 75052, Seattle WA  98175 
or sign up at the FFSC Table at the FINNISH COMMUNITY BAZAAR, November 4, 2006. 

Tanhuajat Folkdancers  
posing as Lännen Lokarit – western 
loggers at FinnFest USA ’06 on the 
Naselle, Washington schoolgrounds.  

Photo by Jamie Utter  

Seen on a bumper sticker:  

Where are we going, and 

why am I in this 

handbasket? 
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Please note, the deadline for the December 2006 / January 2007 Edition 

of the Newsletter is November 15. 
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Now is the time to encourage 
family and friends to join FFSC. 
Now would also be a good time 
to remind those with lapsed 
memberships, of three (3) years 
or more, to renew. 

Giving the gift of a FFSC 
membership is a great idea. 
Simply ask that your name be 
placed on the membership 

application in 
the spot 

marked 

“Referred By” or indicate same 
when making payment. This will 
be our signal to enter you in the 
competition for these fabulous 
prizes: 

The member bringing in the 
greatest number if new/renewed 
memberships will receive the 1st 
prize of beautiful Finnish 
Designed Glass. Our 2nd prize is 
for two tickets to the 
Independence Day Dinner 
Dance (IDDD) to be held on 
December 2, 2006. Our 3rd prize 
is a box of fine Finnish 
Chocolates. 

The effective dates for this 
Membership Drive Contest are 

from January 1 to 

October 31, 2006. 
Please help us to 

increase the 
membership in FFSC in 2006. 

Questions…please call chapter 
VP, Rita Vermala-Koski, at (206) 
363-0225. 

Increasing Our Membership Could Make You a Winner!  

**** Referred By: On Membership Form (Page 31) fill out your name here. 

Are you looking for a beginning Finnish class 
on the Eastside? Bellevue Community College will 
be offering a class this fall! 

Finnish-American Mia Spangenberg will be 
offering a beginning Finnish class at Bellevue 
Community College (BCC) this coming fall 2006.  

The course will likely be held on Monday 
evenings from 7-9 pm once a week for eight 
weeks total. Tuition is approximately $135, and 
the required textbook will be available at BCC.  

The course will introduce students to the 
fundamentals of the Finnish language and provide 
the necessary skills to function in everyday 
situations. You will be able to present and write 
about yourself and discuss everyday topics such as 
your nationality, weather, housing, and time. 
Authentic cultural materials will be used 

whenever possible, including music and film.  

Mia Spangenberg is a native speaker of Finnish 
and a Ph.D. student in the Finnish Studies 
program at the University of Washington, Seattle. 
If you are interested in the course, please direct 
inquiries to Mia at: spangm@u.washington.edu  

 
Mia Spangenberg, PhD Student in Finnish Studies 
Department of Scandinavian Studies 
University of Washington 
http://depts.washington.edu/scand  

CHARTREUSE 

2609 1st Avenue in Belltown, Seattle  

A mix of both fabulous vintage Scandinavian 
and international new design.  

Many designer pieces from the  
1950s through the 1970s  

Arabia, Iittala, Rosendahl, Royal Copenhagen, 
Holmegaard, Georg Jensen  

Fabric from Marimekko  

Inquiries? Call 206 328-4844 

Finnish Classes at BCC in Bellevue 

Collecting Information for a Forty-Year 
History of the FFSC 

 
The Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter is 

turning 40 years old in 2007! That’s right, we’re 
turning 40! In honor of this special occasion, we 
will be writing a history of our local chapter and 
would like your help. If you have served as a 
board member and/or have materials including 
photographs, records, notes, posters, fliers and so 
on, please contact board member Mia 
Spangenberg at: spangm@u.washington.edu. You 
can also reach her on her cell phone at: 
864-905-6830.  
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1. Year when Kalevala was first published in Finland.   1835 

2. Year when state support for writers began in Finland.   
1865 

3. Potential readership of Finnish language books.   About 5 
million 

4. Potential readership of Finland-Swedish language books.   
About 300,000 

5. Percentage of young Finnish readers who reach the highest 
level of achievement in reading tests.   50 

6. Percentage of young readers in other OECD countries who 
reach the highest level of achievement in reading  
tests.   32  

7. Ratio of households in Finland to households that receive a 
daily newspaper.    1:1 

8. Approximate number of Finnish writers who receive annual state grants to allow time for  
writing.   40 

9. Approximate number of literary prizes awarded annually in Finland.  100 

10. Number of different translations of Kalevala.   120 

11. Number of languages into which Kalevala has been translated.   60 

12. Number of languages into which Alexis Kivi’s Seitsemän veljestä (Seven Brothers) has been 
translated.   20 

13. Number of languages into which Tove Jansson’s Moomin Valley stories have been translated.   
Approximately 30 

14. Year that Mikael Agricola’s translation of the Bible into Finnish appeared.   1548 

15. Year that Agricola’s Finnish primer appeared.   1543 

16. Number of books published in Finland between 1540 and 1809.   1500 

17. Number of new titles published in Finland in 2005.   4,430 

18. Rank of children’s books in all new titles published in Finland in 2005.   2 

19. Percentage increase in number of poems and plays published in Finland from  
2004 to 2005.   45 

20. Percentage of books printed in Finland that are sold in bookstores.   40 

 

(Compiled by Gary London from FINFO 6/2003 
The Weight of the Written Word and from the 
website of Suomen kustannusyhdistys ry.)    

 

 

New & Returning FFSC 
Members 

 
We want to extend a warm welcome 
to the following new FFSC members 
and those returning after an absence 
of several years.  

Lael Carlson 

Susan Freccia  

Allen Koski 

Rodney & Marilyn Madden 

Ronald Wirkkala 

 
FINFO:  Finnish Literature 
Being a Compendium of Facts for Fanciers of Finland 
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 JOIN US!  Or RENEW your membership! 
 (Membership is by the calendar year— Jan 1—Dec 31) 
The Seattle Chapter of Finlandia Foundation 
 

Dues:  Single $20/yr  Couple/Family $25/yr 
 Senior $15/yr  Senior Couple $20/yr 
 Supporting $50   Lifetime $300 
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER!!!  Please contact me about:  __________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I Would Like to see MY Chapter support the following:  ______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Seattle Chapter Finlandia Foundation—PO Box 75052, Seattle, WA  98175-0052 

 

** 

Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Finlandia Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Dues Enclosed     $________ 
 
My donation to the  
FFSC Scholarship fund $ ________ 
 
Newsletter donation: $ ________ 
 
Total Enclosed **   $ ________ 

Commercial Display Advertisements 
 
The FFSC Newsletter has a circulation of about 1,000 readers 
around the Pacific Northwest, the majority are in the Puget 
Sound region, but are also as far away as the eastern US.  
Consider placing your ad in the FFSC Newsletter. Contact FFSC 
(see page 2) for more details—or email FFSC@finns.org 
 
Advertisements should be camera ready, or a digital file (.bmp or .tif) 
can be provided. Alternatively an ad can be submitted in MS Publisher 
2000 format.  Checks should be made payable to Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter (FFSC).  
For more information contact the FFSC Chapter or advertising 
manager— (see page 2 for details) 
 

2 “ column $22 /issue 
3” column $33 /issue 
1/4 page   $44 / issue 
1/2 page   $66 / issue 
Full page   $99 / issue 
    $60 / 3 issues 

    $95 / 3 issues 
    $125 / 3 issues 
    $185 / 3 issues 
    $288 / 3 issues 

$115 / 6 issues  (1 yr ) 
$176 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

$232 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$351 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 
$532 / 6 issues (1 yr ) 

FFSC Unclassifieds 
For Individuals 

For individuals, $5 
minimum, 4 lines of copy 
(~40 characters per line). $1 
per line thereafter. 
Commercial rates: $15 
minimum  (~40 characters 
per line )  $5 / line 
thereafter. 
 
Send checks or money order  
(no cash please) to: 
 

FFSC UNClassifieds 
PO Box 75052  

Seattle,  WA  98175 
 
Please note newsletter 
deadlines on page 3. 
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**** Referred By:  

 New / Returning Member 
 Renewal—Address Same as Label  

 
 Renewal—Address Change (correct above) 



 

 

Finlandia Foundation 
Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 75052 
Seattle WA  98175-0052 
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Photo by Esko Männistö  - Alpine Lakes Wilderness near Williams Lake 


